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SHOPTALK (53/01) 


This EPS was mailed 7 January. 


EPS index: If you were mailed an EPS index for 1984, you will soon be mailed 
the EPS index for 1985. If you are not on the list to receive an index, but 
would like to be, please inform Désirée De Rycke (EPS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 


20) before 15 January. 


In EPS 85.12.47, in paragraph 8, line 1, change Executive Secretary to General 
Director. 


In EPS 85.12.46, in paragraph 8, change the spelling to Stalsett. 


EPS deadline for the first February issue: Thursday, 30 January, 7h0O GMT. 


Information from CICARWS: The WCC inter-church aid commission (WCC/CICARWS, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has the following information available to 
journalists on request: 


a situation report on the drought and relief in Namibia (5 December ) 


details of a 350,000-US-dollar appeal for reconstruction aid in Mexico 
(5 December; EPS85.10.04, 11.24, 11.57) 


The December issue of "Contact," bimonthly of the WCC Christian Medical 
Commission, details the “integrated rural develo t project" in the 


Anglican diocese of Maseno South. A copy is available to journalists on 
request to WCC/CMC, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The fifth and final dossier of the church-related educational institutions 
program of the WCC Sub-Unit on Education (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) is 
available. It costs 6.50 Swiss francs or 3 US dollars. Dossiers II, III, and 
IV are also available, at 4 Swiss francs or 1.50 US dollars each. 


The revised edition of the WCC Handbook of Member Churches costs 29.50 Swiss 
francs, 14.50 US dollars, or 9.50 UK pounds. The new Directory of Christian 
Councils costs 24.50 Swiss francs, 11.95 US dollars, or 7.95 UK pounds. Each 
is available fran WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


An English-language summary of the latest publication (number 34) in the 
series fram the Research Institute of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church in 
Finland (Box 239, SF-33101 Tampere 10) is available. It details the various 
Christian traditions in the country. 


The United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel (15 Tufton Street, London 
SWIP 3QQ) has a South Africa Pack available, including information about that 
country and its neighbours, and the church there. USPG asks a donation of 2 
UK pounds. 


The latest newsletter of the WCC Sub-Unit on Education (Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva) focuses on "the church and people with disabilities." It also 
outlines the mandate and sections of the sub-unit. A copy is available to 
journalists on request to WOC/Education, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The largest Finnish religious newspaper, "Kotimaa" ("Homeland") celebrated its 
80th birthday 5 December. It is the ninth largest newspaper in the country, 
and is published three times a week. 


A calendar of WCC meetings is available to journalists on request to EPS. 


ANGLICAN REPORT ON CITIES: Ecumenical Press 
TENSIONS WITH UK GOVERNMENT Service 86.01.01 


LONDON (Robert Nowell) - Tensions between the [Anglican] Church of England and 
the Conservative government have been exacerbated by publication of the report 
of a commission Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie set up in 1983 to look 
at "urban priority areas." The report - "Faith in the City" - calls for 
radical measures, by both the church, to remedy its grave weaknesses in these 
areas, and by the government and nation, to overcome what the commission sees 
as "grave and fundamental injustice". Many of its recommendations in this 
latter area run counter to current government policy and philosophy. 


The report sharply criticizes the ethos of the consumer society. It says a 
Christian is bound to feel “profound unease" about the moral and spiritual 
effects of the modern consumer economy, "depending as it does on the continual 
stimulation of all attainable desires". Not only does this come perilously 
close to encouraging the sin of covetousness, it says, but it also increases 
the sense of alienation and powerlessness of the millions whose income is now 
too low for them to be able ever to respond to the allurements of media 
advertisements and shop windows. 


The report criticizes the present appeal to economic self-interest and 
individualism and to the freeing of market mechanisms by removing 
"unnecessary" government interference and restrictive trade-union practice. 
"We believe that at present too much emphasis is being given to individualism, 
and not enough to collective obligation", it says, going on to cite Adam Smith 
in its support. 


The report faults government housing policies, with their emphasis on home 
ownership for those who can afford it and little provision for those who 
cannot: "The cost of choice for the majority is the absence of choice for the 
minority who will never afford to buy", it says. It calls for independent 
reviews of the country's social security and housing financing systems. 


The report notes a substantial minority - perhaps as many as one in every four 
or five across the nation, and a much higher proportion of people in urban 
priority areas - live on the margins of poverty, or below the threshold of an 
acceptable standard of living. 


Even before the report was published it was being dismissed by government 
supporters as "pure Marxist theology". But, suggestions its recommendations 
are "distinctly left wing", even if not Marxist, were rebutted by Runcie at 
the official launching. "It doesn't seem to me that either the membership of 
the commission or their conclusions can be slotted, categorized, and labelled 
as left-wing or right-wing", he said. "It is a Christian critique with, no 
doubt, political implications." 


He went on to suggest that parts of the report, such as its enthusiasm for 
small businesses, and for local enterprise, could be described as 
pro-government, while those supporting collective action could "with a certain 
amount of mental acrobatics be translated into Marxist terms”. 


The report was enthusiastically endorsed by the opposition Labour Party, and 
welcomed by Liverpool Roman Catholic Archbishop Derek Worlock. He and his 
fellow bishops of England and Wales were to discuss it at their meeting this 
month. 


The English Anglican general synod is to debate it at its meeting next month. 
The synod includes two Conservative members of Parliament who were criticizing 
the report in advance of publication. - EPS 


MISSION TO SEAFARERS: Ecumenical Press 
'STEPCHILD' OF CHURCH Service 86.01.02 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Geneva-based "Lutheran World 
Information" (5 December). ] 


GENEVA (Emily Demuth) - Mission to seafarers has for many years been a 
"stepchild" of the church. This is “inexplicable and inexcusable", says 
Roald Kverndal, because seaports are among the most strategic points in world 
mission. Christ launched and spread his ministry through seafarers, he 
notes. And, just as seafarers were the first to be called, they may well be 
the last, he adds. 


Kverndal is maritime ministry consultant for the Lutheran World Federation, 
based here. He and Ray Eckhoff, chairperson of the International 
Coordinating Committee for Maritime Follow-up Ministry, visited the LWF toward 
the end of last year. 


Countries are closing their doors to familiar means of mission work, Kverndal 
notes, but mission opportunities remain in connection with the many seafarers 
who find their way to our ports, Kverndal says. The Lord gathers seafarers 
into the port, then disperses them throughout the world, to carry the message 
to shipmates and home countries, he observes. 


Kverndal was born into a seafaring family. Both his father and grandfather 
were seafarers. He himself thought about becoming a shipping magnate, but 
later decided to "live for, instead of off seamen”. 


In contrast, for many years Eckhoff was a parish pastor, until his interest in 
mission work led him to maritime ministry. 


Maritime ministry has changed considerably since its organizational beginnings 
two centuries ago. At that time, the church was most concerned with 
ministering to its own people who went to sea. But today, two-thirds of all 
seafarers are from third world countries, particularly Asian, where most 
people come from other religious traditions. 


Both Kverndal and Eckhoff agree that the task of church work among seafarers 
is not to proselytize, but to offer alternatives. One of the most basic 
human rights is the power of choice, Kverndal observes. 


At the same time, they say, maritime ministry is holistic ministry, not 
ignoring the body while saving the soul. It began, in part, with concern for 
abuse suffered by seafarers. 


Today, they are still being “abused and exploited", and church work with 
seafarers confronts that abuse, Kverndal and Eckhoff report, often serving as 
human-rights advocates for seafarers in difficulty. 


Moreover, they report, such missions are concerned not only with those at sea, 
but also with their families left at home. Phone calls and letters to 
maintain family ties are encouraged. - EPS 


Scots church union plan reported in trouble EPS 86.01.03 
EDINBURGH (EPS) — "rite and Work," magazine of the [Reformed (Presbyterian] 


Church of Scotland reports in its January issue strong opposition to a 


to unite the, Church of Scotland with five smaller denominations (EPS 
BEOBAS95) ~° the magazine “says “opposition Sere proposals for a threefold 


ordained ministry of bishop, presbyter, and deacon. — EPS 


UGANDAN MARTYRS' Ecumenical Press 
CENTENNIAL MARKED Service 86.01.04 


KAMPALA (David Musoke) - Thousands of Roman Catholics and other Christians 
trekked to the war memorial stadium here in November to launch more than a 
year of celebrations to mark the 100th anniversary of Uganda's Christian 
martyrs. Presiding at the eucharist was the leader of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Uganda, the archbishop here, Emmanuel Cardinal Nsubuga. One hundred 
years ago, Joseph Mukasa Balikuddembe, 25, was beheaded and burned on stakes 
at Nakivubo on orders of Kabaka (King) Mwanga of Buganda. 


The kabaka's most trusted and favourite personal attendant, Balikuddembe would 
not renounce Christianity, to which he was converted following European 
missionary efforts. Always bold, Balikuddembe instead showed disapproval of 
his master's vices, and told him he was wrong to order the killing of James 
Hannington, Anglican bishop of what was then called Eastern Equatorial 
Africa. On the king's orders, Hannington was speared to death 29 October 1885 
in eastern Uganda, along with 49 new converts and attendants. Later that 
year, the king ordered the killing of 54 Christians and several Muslims at 
Namugongo village, nine miles east of here. 


Before the official opening of the centenary celebrations, a seven-day prayer 
period (novena) to the martyrs was held in parishes and other Christian 
communities throughout the country. According to one of its organisers, it 
was "a sign of glorification and thanksgiving to Almighty God for the 
wonderful gift of faith and abundant graces bestowed to our country”. 


The official celebration is to end 27 February 1987. In a pastoral letter, 
the country's Roman Catholic bishops said it "would really be a chance for all 
of us to get to grips with our many challenges that characterise our national 
life". They added that it must speak "to the Christian people of Uganda, and 
indeed to all citizens, precisely in the often painful circumstances in which 
they find themselves". 


Of the approximately 13 million Ugandans, about 80 percent are counted as 
Christians, almost all of them Roman Catholics or Anglicans. - EPS 


Church in Kenya to assist with family education effort EPS 86.01.05 
NAIROBI - Kenyan Vice-President Mwai Kibaki told a meeting of the National 


Council of Population and Development here that with the assistance of the 
National Council of Churches in Kenya, the government ministry of education 
would be introducing high-school courses in family education and ethics. —- EPS 


World Student Christian Federation/Africa holds worksho EPS 86.01.06 
LIMURU (Kenya) - An Africa regional workshop of the World Student Christian 
Federation has urged the church and governments in Africa to establish 
effective programmes to involve young people in food production. It also 
recommended that WSCF/Africa appoint a committee to study causes and seek 


possible solutions to hunger on the continent. — EPS 


Ken church reps in dispute with traditional religious leader EPS 86.01.07 
KITUI (Kenya) - Leaders of the African Inland Church here, having failed in an 
attempt to convert traditional medicine man Tsuma Washe Kajiwe, sought to have 
the district commissioner remove him from the area, on grounds he was 
illegally occupying a church plot, and harassing Christians. However, Central 
District Officer Elly Kitiabi accused the AIC leaders of harassing the 
medicine man, and dismissed their complaints. The church leaders reportedly 
stormed Kajiwe's headquarters, taking him and his wives by surprise. After a 
lengthy time of prayer and preaching, they asked him to burn material used in 
his work before being converted. Kajiwe declined. - EPS 


No rock in church suggests Ratzinger EPS 86.01.08 
ROME — Addressing the Eighth International Congress on Church Music, here last 
month, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, head of the Vatican Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, said rock and pop music seek to "abolish the 
limitations of everyday life, and to create an illusion of redemption through 
liberation of the ego in the wild ecstasy of noise and crowds", and thus were 
inappropriate for liturgical use. - EPS 


Decline in FRG financial s rt for third world dioceses seen EPS 86.01.09 
BONN — In the wake of a decline of 4 million FRG (West German) marks in this 
year's Mission Sunday collection, to 22 million marks, Bernd Kaut of Missio, a 
Roman Catholic mission society in the FRG, says he fears the organization will 
not be able to meet obligations in 1986 to 136 Roman Catholic dioceses in the 
third world it supports. - EPS 


Nigerian bishops urge restored church role in education EPS 86.01.10 
LAGOS - In a pastoral letter marking the 25th anniversary of Nigerian 


independence, the country's Roman Catholic bishops called for a restoration of 
the church role in Nigerian education (church schools were nationalized in the 
1960s), more aid for the poor, especially in rural areas, and more tolerance 
of diversity. The bishops also criticised tribalism, nepotism, and religious 
and social discrimination. — EPS 


Church radio station closed in Haiti EPS 86.01.11 
PORT-AU-PRINCE - The government reportedly closed (5 December) Radio Soleil, 
operated under Roman Catholic auspices, as part of a crackdown on 
anti-government protests. The station aired reports on_ continued 
demonstrations urging the ouster of President-for-Life Jean Claude Duvalier. - 
EPS 


Salvadoran archbishop asks US to stop deporting refugees EPS 86.01.12 
SAN SALVADOR - Arturo Rivera y Damas, the Roman Catholic archbishop here, has 


called on Congress (the US legislature) to halt deportations of refugees in 
the US from his country. Rivera y Damas made his appeal - described as a 
“highly unusual intervention into an American political issue" by New York- 
based Religious News Service - in a letter to all Congress members. - EPS 


Indonesian denominations new universit EPS 86.01.13 
YOGYAKARTA (Indonesia) — The ll-denomination Institute for Christian Higher 
Education has opened Duta Wacana Christian University here. "Duta Wacana" 
means “Ambassadors of the Word." Most Indonesians are Muslims. - EPS 


New francophone denomination formed in Canada EPS 86.01.14 


MONTREAL - French-speaking congregations of the Christian Reformed Church in 
North America and the Presbyterian Church in America reportedly plan to form 
the Reformed Church of Quebec, with the support of those two denominations. 
Also reported ready to join are three or four congregations of the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada. — EPS 


Finnish parliament moves religious holidays back EPS 86.01.15 
HELSINKI - Towards the end of last year, the Finnish parliament approved the 


restoration of Epiphany and Ascension Thursday to their traditional places on 
the calendar (6 January and 40 days after Faster). Since 1973, they had been 
celebrated on the Saturdays nearest the traditional dates. At the time, 
church authorities went along with labour-organization requests for such a 
change, but there had been increasing unhappiness in church circles about the 
arrangement in recent years. — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Tad Mitsui: "Why Is There Hunger in Africa?" EPS 86.01.16 


[This item is excerpted from a longer presentation to a consultation (19-24 
November, Uppsala) of Africa secretaries of North American and European church 
agencies. Mitsui is co-ordinator of the Africa Drought Task Force of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 


.-.- Why then is there hunger? No matter what else people blame for hunger in 
Africa, one thing came out quite clear as the cause. It is poverty. If 
people are affluent, they do not have to die of starvation. Even natural 
calamities like drought could be overcome, if people are affluent. They could 
have taken measures to prevent the effect of drought to keep producing food, 
and also could have bought food till next harvest. For example, I know that 
the last two years, some parts of Canadian prairies experienced devastating 
drought. But I have never heard of any Canadian farmer starving to death. 


Why then are people poor? Of course, it concerns the development policy 
coming out of the wrong kind of national goals, linked to the prevailing 
international economic order. 


The disaster we have seen in Africa is not caused by some climatic conditions. 
-.. It is the result of massive failures in development policies, hence wrong 
priorities. People were actually discouraged to produce food, and were made 
poor so that elite in the cities and the northern countries remain or increase 
their affluence. 


However, the difference between the reactions after the crisis during the 
seventies and the one in the eighties is that during the seventies, most of 
the measures suggested were against natural calamities such as drought and 
desertification. But during the current crisis, people and the governments 
began to talk about the structural problem. ... 


Amongst the observers of the current crisis in Africa, there is a near 
unanimous consensus even including the World Bank that the structure that they 
speak of was the continuation of the system established during the colonial 
days which is basically exploitative, as one observer termed it, “mining of 
Africa". 


After independence, the former colonial masters were joined by such newcomers 
as the United States and other non-colonial powers who quickly coopted the new 
African leaders, enticed them with the lifestyle imported from the North, and 
established the neo-colonial pattern, continued or even accelerated in its 
speed and widened in its scope of exploitation. Even many of the civil wars 
going on in Africa which are causing great disruptions in food production can 
be traced back to the abnormalities created by the colonialisation of the 
African continent. 


Westerners may be tired of hearing Africans complaining about colonial legacy, 
and think that it is about time that the Africans start to look forward on 
their own rather than blaming the past. But it is important to look at the 
history because it will show how deeply entrenched this pattern is. 
Furthermore, the same pattern is prevalent in the northern hemisphere, 
creating problems in both East and West. ... 


The misfortune of people driven out of their farm lands in the southern 
hemisphere nowadays like in Africa or Latin America is the fact that there is 
no more space to conquer and colonise on this planet. They either have to 


become slum dwellers in the urban centres or to become farm hands to work for 
below-the-poverty-line wages to produce non-food cash crops for export. (over) 


development /2 


What then is this structure that is preventing the African continent from 
being self-sufficient in food supplies? ... I am going to describe a concrete 
example of a success story in Africa, and then examine why the same sort of 
things are impossible in other parts of Africa. 


The example I have in mind ... is ... Zimbabwe. In May 1985, when the drought 
was not completely over, it was reported that the maize harvest in Zimbabwe 
was doubled from 1984. According to the statistics, the 1985 output was 10 
times that of 1975 (during the height of the liberation war). ... As I was 
speaking with the officials of the [Zimbabwe] Department of Agriculture ... I 
discovered ... the major reason for this success. It is a conscious effort on 
the part of the government to give incentives and services to small farming 
sectors. ..-- 


Of course, in many ways Zimbabwean small farmers are luckier than other 
African farmers. The majority of them supported the liberation war. Thus, 
the government owed much to them. Therefore, the first promise that the 
government had to implement was to give them land and help them to become 
viable producers. In this sense they have quite a bit of clout in the 
national politics. Any government in Zimbabwe who intends to remain in power 
will have to please those small African farmers while maintaining the level of 
service to commercial farmers. 


What is ironic is the fact that due to a prolonged period of international 
sanctions against the old Rhodesian regime, the research facilities had to 
produce technology locally inspired and appropriate to their conditions. 
Zimbabwe is one of the rare countries in Africa where seeds and fertilizers 
are locally produced using local material, and farm implements produced within 
the country, thus they are appropriate to the local conditions. 


Why is it then, that other African governments do not or do not have to give 
such attention to the small farmers even though they constitute an average 80 
percent of the population, and are the major food producers? It is because 
the new neo-colonialist pattern simply inherited and expanded its scope of the 
system which was established by colonial authorities. Colonialism by 
definition is not established to servce the needs of the indigenous people but 
to serve the need of the metropolitan North. Thus, agriculture was changed 
from a self-reliant, mixed pattern to a large-scale, cash crop commercial 
pattern to cater for exporting of food and other agricultural crops such as 
cotton and tobacco. Formerly food-sufficient countries suddenly became 
single-crop, food-insufficient countries. ... 


The independence of African nations did not improve the situation, with the 
exception of only a few. If anything, the conditions worsened due to the 
expanded scope of the same system through neo-colonialism. Most of the 
African governments had to adopt the same economic system, even though every 
single one of them declared at the outset of independence its intention to 
become self-reliant. ... 


It is incredible that the volume of African agricultural products increased 
drastically in the last 10 years, while the problem of hunger in Africa became 
tragically serious. Not only such rather luxury farm products as cashew nuts, 
coffee, tea, sugar, but also new crops as flowers, beef, and tobacco became 
quite popular exporting items from such countries as those in the Sahel area, 
Ethiopia, Somalia, Botswana, Tanzania, Senegal, etc. Here, my rather 


amateurish common sense tells me already to stop talking akout such i 
et papa drought , population pressure as the? major cause hn nger 
in Yica. — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Pope Shenouda III: "Church Renewal in Egypt" EPS 86.01.17 


[Pope Shenouda III heads the Coptic [Egyptian Oriental Orthodox] Church. 
This item was translated from Arabic by Marie Assaad, a deputy general 
secretary of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. It is excerpted 
from an interview with the pope conducted by Joseph Shabo, a priest of the 
Syrian [Oriental] Orthodox Church. The full text - in English or Arabic - is 
available to journalists on request to Assaad's office at the WCC, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. ] 


In our Coptic Church, there is an important role for the laity, although the 
word ‘laity' has different meanings and translations. Anyhow, we mean the 
non-clerical. We have the church community council [the "millet council"] 
which consists of 24 members and has its specific role. There are branches 
of this council in all dioceses. 


Also each church has a council consisting of lay members who take charge of 
administrative and financial matters. Sometimes it is presided over by a 
priest, and sometimes it is entirely lay. This laity or the people have also 
their many activities in Coptic associations which are everywhere concerned 
with social or educational services. 


However, in order to protect our ecclesial position I ordain members of the 
Community Council, once elected, to one of the ranks of the deacon's order as 
ministers in the church. I celebrate mass and ask them to partake of the 
holy communion and ordain them as deacons who assist the patriarch. Thus 
they are not considered laity in the purely academic sense. For the church 
has its spiritual character which we cannot dispense with. 


In this case, once they are deacons, there is no contradiction between what 
they do and what the clergy does. For deacons are helpers to the clergy. 

However, we do not grant them a full deacon's grade (there are three grades: 
reader (beginner), archdeacon, evangelist). The full deacon, according to 
canon law, is in full-time service to the church. We grant them, instead, 
the degree of assistant deacon or reader, and they work, but not independently. 


[What are the elements of the spiritual revival in the Egyptian church today? ] 


Actually, this revival began in our Coptic Church when the Sunday school, or 
church education programmes began. Children started coming to church to 
learn, and through home visits members greatly increased. And when this 
service was extended to small unreached villages, Sunday school children and 
teachers greatly increased. Once these children grew they joined the youth 
programmes, and some became Sunday school teachers. 


These continue to serve the church to a degree that in Cairo alone, I don't 
exaggerate if I say there are thousands in the service of Sunday School and 
church education programmes. We have in Cairo around 105 or 106 churches. 
Some of these churches have 250 or 300 Sunday School teachers, and you my 
wonder how they find places for all those teachers. If two teachers are 
responsible for one class, then for three hundred teachers we should need 150 
classes. 


We use all space in the church building, and its court. We even use the 
roads surrounding the church, and the buildings of surrounding associations. 
We also hold classes on Fridays and Sundays. This Sunday school service can 
take place directly after celebration of the holy liturgy, or in the 
afternoons. Some are held between 3 and 4 p.m., and once they are dismissed, 
others follow one after the other throughout the afternoon on different days 
of the week. - (over) 


shenouda/2 
[What is meant by service? Is it a Christian education class?] 


It is a Christian education class based on a special curriculum divided over 
the year to ensure fully-integrated religious, biblical, doctrinal and 
liturgical teaching, as well as teaching about the history of the church, and 
the life of the saints. 


These classes begin with a common meeting comprising hymn singing, Bible 
readings, prayers and reciting of the Apostles' Creed, before they are divided 
into the different classes. With this organization we can manage a large 
number of classes under the direction of a Sunday school secretariat, one for 
boys and another one for girls. 


As a result of this increasing number of Sunday school children, we had to 
open many branches. In addition to holding Sunday school classes in church 
buildings, some of the Coptic associations, and Coptic schools also provide 
such services. 


The school children grow and in turn begin to serve and teach. Many become 
monks or priests. Some of those who became monks were consecrated priests or 
bishops. I am one of those who was in the Sunday school service since 1939, 
when I was a young man. 


As a result of the spiritual work undertaken in this Christian education 
service many choose monastic life. Those also have increased in number. In 
the monastery where I was these past years, the Monastery of Anba Beshoy, 
While preparing a list of all the monks I ordained for this monastery, I 
discovered that they numbered 95, in addition to many ordained to serve in 
other monasteries such as Anba Bakhoum in Edfou, and the Monastery of St 
George in Zurikat. 


Monastic life was renewed in all places and many university graduates of all 
branches joined. For in every monastery you find medical doctors, 
pharmacists, and graduates of several university faculties such as faculties 
of agriculture, engineering, commerce, literature, law. 


The various projects in each monastery are undertaken by the monks themselves. 
These projects cover a wide range: agricultural and water projects, 
carpentry, printing, etc., representing the various skills of the monks. 
Moreover, land around each monastery was increased when it was made possible 
for each monastery to purchase government land, fence it and reclaim it for 
agriculture or build new cells for the monks since the older cells were no 
longer sufficient. 


Thus, monastic activities increased, and peoples' interest and participation 
has also greatly increased, especially during celebration of the feasts of the 
saints when the monasteries are swarmed by thousands who may choose to spend 
three or four nights to get the blessings of the monastery. Visits to the 
monasteries continue throughout the year and not only for saints' feasts. 
People's link with the saints has greatly increased, and many of the saints 
have become particularly popular and beloved by the faithful. 


They celebrate their feasts, trust in their intercessions, and carry their 
names. Monasteries have become a refuge for the people as they are for the 
monks. Attached to many of them are retreat places, some for men and sam 


for. women, Where larger numbers i itatior he 
ponies na Gates tel qitande mao spend several days in meditation taking the 


ECUVIEW/S. Wesley Ariarajah: "Religion in China (II)" EPS 86.01.18 


[Ariarajah visited China earlier this year. He is director of the World 
Council of Churches Sub-Unit on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths. This 
item is excerpted from a longer report. Part I appeared as EPS 85.12.43. ] 


... There is weariness among religious leadership when people ask, "Can you 
criticize the government?" This is often taken, particularly by those who 
come from some parts of the world, as the sign of true religious freedom and 
as the mark of the necessary separation between state and church. Those who 
ask the question of course often ask from the perspective that "communist 
governments don't tolerate criticism". It appears to be a wrong question to 
ask because it has many assumptions. 


There is no simple answer, for most outsiders have a different understanding 
of the words 'state', 'religion', etc. and of the relationship between them. 
Of course, the communist government, unlike the emperors, has a definite 
ideology which is atheistic and has a recognizable state machinery which makes 
the question understandable. But one could not help the feeling that for all 
the years of revolution, the centuries of China's culture still has a strong 
hold on the people. 


It is interesting to watch the expression of total disbelief and anxiety in 
the face of a western visitor when the Chinese leaders proudly express how 
much assistance the government is now giving to religious communities. In 
Asian cultural history, patronage by rulers is a legitimate right of religious 
communities. There is no need to be embarrassed about it. It does not 
necessarily mean complicity or compromise. 


The church for its part may be in a situation to mke its patriotism more 
visible than other religious communities. That is because before the 
revolution the church was seen to be alien to Chinese culture and an extension 
of foreign interests. The church today has taken a conscious decision to 
make its Chineseness more obvious. In the present situation, patriotism 
seems to be a very important factor in the expression of the Chineseness of 
the church. 


The study of religion in China essentially seems to have two foci. The first 
has to do with the place of religion in a socialist society. The second 
relates to the history and phenomenology of various religions in China. 


At present the first aspect of the study of religion seems to dominate the 
scene. Since the government has accepted the practice of religion in the 
socialist state, there are new attempts to understand the role of religion in 
society. Xiao Zhitian, the deputy director of the Shanghai Research 
Institute of Religion, for example, gave five reasons why the socialist system 
is able to have a tolerant attitude to religion: 


(a) As a result of historic changes, those who believe in religion and those 
who don't have learned to work together in the factories and fields having the 
common objective of social upliftment. 


(b) The religious communities have a new awareness of the possibility of 
combining patriotism and participation in national life with their religious 
beliefs. 


(c) Certain religious and moral teachings guide believers to refuse what is 
evil and do what is good. This is conducive to the stability and unity of 
the society. - (over) 
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(a) That part of human civilization under religious forms also belongs to the 
spiritual and cultural heritage of humankind which should be critically 
inherited and assimilated in building up the socialist society. 


(e) Religions exhort people to be good in character and encourage them to be 
engaged in public welfare and charity work. This is also beneficial to the 
advancement of social culture. 


I have quoted the five-point reassessment of religion to show that it is not 
only religions that had to adjust their attitude to communism, but in China 
today. the socialism is also willing to reassess the value and function of 


religion in society. There is of course controversy among scholars on the 
role of religion. Some would still cling to an essentially-negative 
evaluation. The active interest on the study of religion as a social 


phenomenon, however, is very evident today. 


Research into the religious traditions proper is also slowly gaining ground. 
There is much interest in the study of Buddhism in China. I had a long 
conversation with a researcher who is studying Lamaism in Tibet. 


The Institute of Religious Studies in Beijing also engages in such study. 
One of the interesting subjects under study is the role of Christian 
missionaries in China. "We are finding out that it is not all negative; we 
are trying to show also the positive contributions they have made", said the 
speaker. The comment was indicative that the study of religions is able, if 
only slowly, to enter into research on more controversial areas of the history 
of China. 


"We are not yet in dialogue; but we are in conversation" - the comment made 
by one of the religious leaders is an apt description of the situation. Te 
was interesting to note that all the religious communities affirmed the need 
to collaborate with one other more closely. The common suffering of the past 
has drawn them closer together. There is also the common feeling that they 
stand together to represent one particular aspect of the life of the people in 
a predominantly socialist set-up. 


One of the important factors that have contributed to the relationship of 
conversation has been that all religious leaders meet at local and national 
levels in the Chinese Peoples' Political Consultative Councils (CPPCC). Here 
they have jointly worked to expedite the release of religious places of 
worship (converted into factories, barns and museums during the Cultural 
Revolution). They have gone on joint missions to inspect religious situation 
in the provinces. They had worked together for the removal of the clause on 
"propagation of atheism" in the Freedom of Religion document so that the 
religious communities are not harassed by non-believers. 


Would this relationship of conversation and co-operation develop into a much 
more intentional dialgoue at depth? It is hard to say. Each community is 
so busy gathering back its own adherents, opening the places of worship, 
replacing the aging leadership and producing educational material that there 
is little time to build relationship with other communities. But there is a 
clear consciousness of the need to do this, and the willingness to do so. 


One hopes that this initial contact and conversation will in fact grow into a 
deeper dialogue. It will be the task of the younger generation of leadership 
in each community to build on the relationships that have come their way not 
by choice but by the events of history. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ninan Koshy: "International Issues in Political Ethics" EPS 86.01.19 


[This item is excerpted from a paper presented to a consultation on political 
ethics sponsored by the National Council of Churches of India, 27-28 September 
in New Delhi. Koshy is international affairs director at the Geneva-based 
World Council of Churches. A copy of the full text is available on request 
to WCC/CCIA, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. ] 


.-.. There are new ethical issues and dilemmas related to the legitimacy of 
states. There is the question of humanitarian intervention. How can the 
international community come legitimately to the assistance of a people whose 
basic human rights and fundamental freedoms are being grossly violated by a 
tyrannical government which has little, if any, legitimacy? Is a state 
committing genocide legitimate? At what point in the exercise of coercion 
does a government lose its legitimacy? 


Some of the traditional assumptions about legitimacy of a government are not 
valid in view of the fact that many of the governments have come to power by 
what were traditionally considered illegitimate means. There are governments 
today which claim legitimacy by virtue of the fact that they have overthrown 
governments which had become illegitimate. 


A claim to legitimacy is put forward by the new Ugandan government by the 
sheer act of overthrowing the previous one which had caused the death of at 
least 300,000 Ugandans. What is the extent of violence a state may use 
beyond which it renders itself illegitimate? The current confusion about 
legitimacy of states is reflected in the fact that traditional criteria for 
recognition of states do not appear to apply any longer. 


Recognition is becoming increasingly based on ideological grounds rather than 
on others. Kampuchea is an example. The majority of nations which do not 
recognize the present government of Kampuchea recognized the government in 
Uganda installed after the overthrow of Amin, though in both cases the 
overthrow of previous regimes was by foreign intervention. 


An important feature in international affairs today is the intensification of 
ethno-nationalist struggles. While most of them are in developing countries, 
they can be seen in others also. In general they are due to the failure of 
nation-states to fulfil the aspirations of different ethnic groups and 
sub-nationalities or nationalities and to command their loyalties. 


Therefore in many countries such ethnic groups seek an identity for their 
nationalism or sub-nationalism and make demands for self-determination. At 
least as a bargaining point the demand is often for a separate state. In the 
affirmation of such identity religion often plays a role (e.g. Sikhs in the 
Punjab). It may also happen that in some instances the resistance to such 
demands by the larger community or the majority ethnic group has a religious 
element (e.g. in Sri Lanka Buddhism becoming a component of Sinhala 
nationalism). 


When such ethno-nationalist struggles for autonomy or self-determination 
reinforced by religion take place along the borders of a country a further 
dimension is added making them volatile and extending the parameters of the 
struggle from internal to international. 


Again we can give the examples of Punjab and Sri Lanka with their Pakistan and 
Indian dimensions respectively. It has to be pointed out that in some 
instances on the other side of the border in the neighbouring country are 
people belonging to the same ethnic group and the division might have been 
caused originally by colonial boundaries. - (over) 
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The question has to be raised as to the legitimate ways in which the people in 
the neighbouring country express their concerns especially when massive 
violations of human rights take place. Are there new patterns possible 
through inter-state agreements which can take into account the links among the 
ethnic community presently divided by two states? 


These questions seem to be important in view of the proliferation and 
intensification of ethno-nationalist struggles. It is evident that classical 
machinery and approaches for dealing with domestic disputes are no longer 
effective in the case of such conflicts which are basically internal but which 
invariably assume international dimensions. 


Any discussion on political ethics will have to deal with the issue of the 
relationship between religion and politics. New aspects have been added to 
this issue as a result of a number of developments. In a way it may be said 
that both religion and politics have expanded their spheres. There is a new 
definitional struggle between religion and politics. 


While there is a process of secularization taking place there is also 
resurgence of religion and a return of the sacral. The separation of church 
and state never applied to many states either because there was no organized 
church competing with state for power or because religious influence was so 
pervasive. The term secular state needs re-examination in many contexts 
including the Indian context. 


In Islam there is no distinction between religion and politics. In several 
countries where secular legal systems have been in force there are demands by 
Muslim communities for Sharia. In the Middle East during the period between 
the First and Second World Wars, Arab nationalist movements (in which 
Christians played a leading part) were built on a secular basis. 


But they received a setback by the establishment of the state of Israel which 
set in motion the strong trend towards fashioning states in the Middle East on 
a religious or confessional basis. The most spectacular demonstration of 
this was in Iran in 1979, the reverberations of which continue even today 
beyond the Middle East. 


Such resurgence and fundamentalism are not confined to Islam. Religion has a 
new impact on politics. In many societies it has transformed political 
systems and in several others fundamentalism has direct influence on political 
leadership. 


These trends have raised new questions in international relations. For 
example Iran has stated "In case of differences between international human 
rights instruments and teachings of Islam the tenets of Islam would prevail". 


It is fascinating but disturbing to watch President Reagan using history and 
contemporary political reality in the millenium terms of Christian 
fundamentalism. His Christian fundamentalist supporters find justification 
for the USA's nuclear arms policies from their religious perspective. 


Political ethics will have to deal with these new expressions of religious 
fundamentalism in politics. We are dealing not with the decline of religion 
but with its resurgence, not with the death of God but with the rebirth of 
i not with spreading scepticism but with a new sense of the sacred. ... - 


—_—_—_—- 


ECUVIEW/Vittorio Bacchetta: "Protestantism in Brazil" EPS 86.01.20 


[This item is excerpted and adapted from the 5 December issue of Lima-based 
Latinamerica Press. More than 90 percent of the 130 million-plus Brazilians 
are counted as Christians, about 90 percent of them Roman Catholics. ] 


Protestantism has come to have increasing influence in traditionally Roman 
Catholic Brazil, where its membership has doubled in recent years, reaching an 
estimated 10 to 13 million in a population of about 130 million. 


The history of Brazilian Protestantism has been diverse and, at times, 
contradictory. Traditional Protestant denominations have been gradually 
displaced by an expanding wave of Pentecostal and charismatic groups. The 
latter's leadership is generally conservative, and although they have expanded 
rapidly among the poor in recent decades, they offered no resistance to 
Brazil's 21 years of military rule. This conservatism is today being boosted 
by anti-communist US-based missionary crusades. 


"The different expressions of Christianity that came to Brazil arrived as 
manifestations of wider political trends, each with its own vision of how 
society should be organized. The Catholic Church came with European 
colonialism; later the Protestants arrived with the inroads of capitalism", 
notes sociologist Jether Pereira Ramalho. 


Protestant penetration of Brazilian society continues to the present day, but 
each group's characteristics depend on when it arrived and the intentions of 
the foreign groups that brought it. 


Historically, Protestantism arrived in Brazil in three major waves. The 
first, known as "immigrant Protestantism", began with settlers who arrived 
from 1880 onwards and settled in the south. They were mainly German Lutheans 
and English Anglicans. Their primary aim was to maintain their own culture, 
language, and religion. They made no attempt to win converts. 


The second wave, known as “historical Protestantism", arrived during the same 
period as the first, and was made up of US missionaries, mainly Baptists, 
Presbyterians, and Methodists. Along with a new version of Christianity, 
they brought US social values and directed their efforts at Brazil's emerging 
urban middle class. 


The third wave has consisted of Pentecostals. They first appeared around 
1910 with the arrival from the US of two Swedish workers, and a group of 
Italian descent. Pentecostal groups initially settled in the northern state 
of Para and in Sao Paulo and Parana in the southeast. They were a new 
religious phenomenon for Brazilian Protestantism, forming congregations in 
poor neighbourhoods and giving members an active role in church activities. 


Working in a society dominated by a traditional Roman Catholicism closely 
linked to economic and political elites, the historical Protestant churches 
expanded slowly. By defending freedom of religion, education, and 
expression, and the separation of church and state, this brand of 
Protestantism contributed to the growth of liberalism, and reached the height 
of its influence in the 1940s and 1950s. 


However, the influence of Anglo-Saxon culture and US middle-class values 
impeded these groups' expansion in Brazil. With the capitalist expansion of 
the 1950s and the social and political changes it brought in its wake, 


historical Protestantism was left without a role to play, and Pentecostalism 
began to expand rapidly. - (over) 
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However, within the Evangelical Confederation of Brazil, the ecumenical forum 
of the historical churches, there emerged a current of thought identified with 
the popular movements of the period. A key moment in this process was the 
1961 Evangelical Conference of the Northeast. It chose as its theme, "Jesus 
Christ and the Brazilian Revolutionary Process". Following the 1964 military 
coup, church leaders, expelled the chief proponents of this movement and 
effectively dissolved the confederation. 


Jose Bittencourt Jr, a pastor and an observer of the Brazilian religious 
scene, links the growth of Pentecostalism to the capitalist transformation 
initiated in the 1950s, which was accentuated by the development model imposed 
by the military regime after 1964. Massive rural migration to the large 
Cities led to family disintegration and the loss of traditional rural 
values. However, the somewhat impersonal and essentially middle class urban 
churches were unable to respond to the needs of these migrants. 


Pentecostalism grew quickly among poor people living on the peripheries of the 
large cities. It offered a set of well-defined values, personal support and 
an intense congregational life, and expressed itself in forms rooted in 
popular culture. Pentecostals' personal subordination to rigid social and 
moral norms (prohibitions against drinking, smoking, parties, football, etc.) 
were often rewarded by social advancement and a relative improvement in living 
standards for the Pentecostal, advances easily attributed to the depth of a 
member's faith. 


As Pentecostalism expanded in the 1960s and 1970s, historical Protestantism 
experienced a crisis. Bittencourt attributes the crisis partly to the 
deterioration of instruction in theological seminaries, controlled by a 
conservative leadership. 


In the 1970s, a new phenomenon surfaced - the "pentecostalization" of 
historical Protestantism. The charismatic movement was introduced in the 
1960s, growing out of movements that emphasized spiritual renewal. 
Concentrating on mystical and supernatural elements, it offered an alternative 
to declining historical Protestantism. 


The growth of the charismatics in the 1970s is also attributed to the 
influence of Brazil's so-called “economic miracle". The middle classes' 
new-found prosperity, which allowed them a more privileged lifestyle, led toa 
crisis of traditional values. The charismatic movement, with its emotionally 
satisfying forms of prayer, seemed to offer an answer to that crisis. 


The dominance of a liberal outlook on life and the stress on personal 
salvation and respect for law and authority explain the social conservatism of 
most Protestants. These characteristics are further accentuated in 
Pentecostal and charismatic groups, where otherworldly "spiritual" solutions 
are sought to individual and social problems. Despite these characteristics, 
however, some Pentecostals participate in labour unions, peasant leagues, and 
other social organizations. 


In the past few years, the end of the “economic miracle" and the recent 
political liberalization have brought a resurgence in the wing of 
Protestantism that identifies with popular movements and advocates a more 
equitable model of social development. It is found mostly within the 
historical Protestant denominations, and has been influenced by progressive 
sectors within Roman Catholicism. However, its advocates are still a small 
minority and face stiff opposition from a renewed conservative offensive. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Sam Amirtham: "Theological Education in Europe" EPS 86.01.21 


[Amirtham directs the theological education programme (PTE) of _ the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. This item is excerpted from a 
presentation (18 November) to the Fachkonferenz der Predigerseminare in the 
FRG (West Germany). ] 


(1) ... The first question is, Are ministerial formation programmes carried on 
with an ecumenical perspective? Iet me expand a little on what we mean by an 
ecumenical perspective, remembering that most ministerial formation programmes 
are run by particular churches and therefore have confessional bases. 
"Ecumenical' refers basically to the understanding of the wholeness of the 
gospel, to the church's mission to proclaim the whole gospel, to the whole 
person and to all persons in the whole world. It is about relating the 
gospel to all realms of life. ... 


The inter-confessional dimension implies openness to other confessions, a 
positive appreciation of the riches of other church traditions ... and a 
commitment to the unity of the church as a visible sign and sacrament of God's 
promise of unity of all humankind. It means a critical relationship to one's 
own tradition in the light of the gospel, and a similar one to other 
traditions for mutual enrichment. It implies that no church can claim 
fulness for itself without belonging together with other churches to the 
universal church. 


It also means that each tradition has to grapple with its own tradition to see 
the ecumenical demands inherent upon it. The wholeness of the gospel is to 
be discovered as we all move towards the core of the gospel, Jesus Christ. 
It is in that pilgrimage towards Christ that we shall truly discover each 
other; and it is in that common pilgrimage together that we may truly 
discover the manifold riches of Christ. ... 


(2h ymingds Share theol adequately contextual? In the ecumenical scene 
today, there are many contextual theologies, whether it be liberation theology 
of Latin America, living theology of Asia, minjung theology of Korea, coconut 
theology of the Pacific, black theology of North America or feminist theology 
of the North Atlantic. New theologies are being born out of fresh faith 
reflection in local contexts. Today, theologies are no more a pale European 
monochrome. ... 


The principle of contextuality insists that all theologies are contextual. 
They had better be. Non-contextual theology is irrelevant theology. I need 
not tell you that European theology is also a contextual theology and that is 
its strength. ... Contextuality relativises all theologies. There cannot be 
any universal or perennial theology any mre. Nor can we transfer European 
theology to Asia or Asian theology to Europe. This means that no longer can 
any one part of the oikoumene dictate to another the norms for doing theology 
"properly'. The test of theology in any context is its faithfulness to the 
gospel in that context. There is no extra territorial accountability. ... 


(3) What should be our own style of doing theology in response to other 
emerging models of theologising? ... Usually, the search in theology is for 
understanding, conceptualisation, and articulation. One usually starts with 


the "faith handed down to the saints", and, therefore, universal concepts 
about God and the world. They are not only universal, but also abstract. ... 
Some third world theologians find this inadequate. Gustavo Guiterrez defines 
theology as "critical reflection on Christian practice in the light of the 

Word". In another place he puts it very simply: "To be a Christian is to 
follow Christ; to reflect on this is theology". ... -— (over) 
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(4) What is the focus in our doing of theology? Or, what is the agenda in 
our theological enterprise? Can it be anything but the Kingdom agenda which 
is justice and peace, compassion and community in the whole world? int 


(5) Who are the participants in the theological enterprise, the professional 
theologians, or the whole people of God? Currently, a theme that is widely 
discussed in the ecumenical circles of theological education is ‘theology by 
the people’. As one can see, the instrumental preposition by is the 
significant word here. Here is a polemic against the theology for the people 
in which the people are reduced to being consumers of the production of the 
experts; against the theology of the people, in which the people are objects 
and the experts are subjects of theological enterprise. The small word 'by' 
restores the people to their legitimate place as subjects of doing theology 
and to their dignity as children of God who not only obey their God and enjoy 
fellowship with God, but also reflect on that experience. ... 


The underlying belief ... is that all the people of God, in the sense of all 
believing, worshipping, and practising Christians, are the primary agents of 
the theological task of the church. Fundamentally, it is they who create the 
church, who relate faith and life, who read and meditate on God's word and are 
able to develop a theology rooted in their faith and born out of their 
discipleship. ... 


(6) What is the theological significance of other religions and how does our 


theologising take into account the faith experience and expression of people 
of other religions? I come from a country where about 700 million people 


follow the Hindu faith. But Europe has also become a pluralistic society. 
There are more Muslims in France than Protestant Christians. And I am told 
that in some schools in Germany, Muslim children outnumber Christian 
children. What does all this mean for our theology, our understanding of 
revelation, our doctrine of the Spirit? ... There are no agreed answers to 
these questions yet. ... We are on the threshold of a new period in the 
history of the church with regard to this concern. But is this not an area 
where Christians in Europe should be listening to and learning from those 
Christians who live among people of other faiths? ... 


These questions are not given as 'challenges' in the sense of making us 
uncomfortable or defensive, but in the ecumenical fellowship of the gospel as 
the privilege and joy for asking questions and learning from each other. If 
I were to speak to my Asian colleagues in theological education you can well 
imagine I will have a different set of questions for them, as challenges that 
come from the North Atlantic context. ... 


It may be of interest to you to know that the American Association of 
Theological Schools has, for the past few years, been doing a study on 
globalization of theological education and have come up with similar 
observations as above: 


(a) Theological education must speak and act towards the building of the 
visible unity of the church in the broken world; (b) Theological education 
must be dynamically involved in the mission of the church in the world; (c) 
Theological education must become critically aware of the economic, political, 
military, sexual and racial powers and institutions that deprive people of 
their humanity; (d) Theological education must critically relate to other 
areas of knowledge, for example, physical, biological and social sciences; 


(e) Theological education must_take seriously and ter into dialogue with 
the faiths of other peoples; (f) Theological. education must attempe to take 


the ecumenical local and the local ecumenical. —- EPS 


ECUVIEW/Pat Haldane-Stevenson: "Letter from Canberra" EPS 86.01.22 
[Haldane-Stevenson is EPS correspondent in Canberra. ] 


The Anglican and Roman Catholic archbishops of Sydney have spoken out strongly 
against the state government's decision to build an elaborate casino. The 
recommending committee met secretly, in contrast to the Victorian (Melbourne) 
inquiry, held in public umder a senior judge. For fear of organized crime, 
it said no to a similar project. 


In the central city here, a much more innocent plan has angered some Uniting 
Church members, whose Memorial church is to be demolished in favour of a 90- 
million-Australian-dollar office building owned by the presbytery (regional 
unit), with worship and hall space. It is a quite literal integration into 
the capital's compact north-shore business centre with its high-rise 
architecture. 


The government has told the Australian Council of Churches' international 
affairs commission (CCIA) that it supports the South Pacific Forum's aim of 
self-determination and early independence for New Caledonia [EPS 85.11.08]. 
CCIA has urged an extensive tour of the southwest Pacific by the Australian 
foreign minister. 


Papua New Guinea has a new prime minister - Pius Wingti, an ex-Marxist from 
the Highlands, whose stronger government may ease two humanitarian issues. 
One is the 10,000 Melanesian refugees who have crossed the border from Irian 
Jaya (part of Indonesia), and who have a church spokesman in a Roman Catholic 
bishop there, John Etheridge, an Australian. The other is Australian aid. 
If PNG can make do with less, more will be available elsewhere. 


An Australian parliamentary committee has invited submissions on the 
Philippines, and an Anglican source has recommended that the Vatican be told 
(through its diplomatic mission here) that Australia supports the Roman 
Catholic archbishop of Manila's call for a responsible Roman Catholic lead - 
as against that of communist insurgents - to replace the present government. 
(The Filipino population is mainly Roman Catholic. ) 


In Parliament here, a free vote is being allowed on a Human Enbryo 
Experimentation Bill to prevent production of embryos for laboratory 
research. The Roman Catholic bishops have protested that the draft Bill of 
Rights, currently before Parliament, does not protect the rights of the unborn 
child (i.e., that it does not prohibit abortion). The government minister 
concerned, himself a Roman Catholic, has declined to amend the bill. 


The government territories minister has had a surly reception from mining and 
other white leaders in Australia's Northern Territory, where the federal 
government recently gave the Aborigines total rights over 34 percent: of the 
land, including the famous tourist attraction, Ayer's Rock. 


There has been general approval of the government's choice of Malcolm Fraser 
as Australia's member of a panel of seven “eminent persons" Commonwealth heads 
of government recommended to advise on South Africa. Fraser, who defeated 
Labour in the constitutional crisis of 1975, distinguished himself when prime 
minsiter by his championship of black Africa. His appointment by his old 
political enemies is seen as a wise gesture. 


The launching at Melbourne of a symposium, "When Jews and Christians Meet", 
has coincided with a petition by Italian Roman Catholics to the Bishops' Synod 
in Rome, asking the church to seek forgiveness for Christian persecution of 
Jews down the centuries. — EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Roman Catholic Bishops and the Argentine Government" EPS 86.01.23 


[This item, from Rome-based IPS news agency, appeared in the 5 December issue 
of Lima-based Latinamerica Press. ] 


Meeting in Buenos Aires in November, key members of the Argentine Roman 
Catholic hierarchy accused the Alfonsin government of supporting an “anti- 
Christian scheme" and of attempting to reduce the church's influence in 
society. The accusations alarmed government officials and prompted Alfonsin 
to call an emergency meeting with some of the bishops. 


During their recent assembly, some bishops praised high-ranking military 
officers and defended the generals currently being tried for crimes committed 
during the military dictatorship. Others charged that government officials 
were championing an anti-Catholic campaign. According to one bishop, the 
government is attempting to "replace the Christian values that are the 
foundation of Argentine culture". Some prelates expressed the view that 
under the military dictatorship (1976-1983) the church was better treated than 
under the present government. 


Among the prelates most critical of the government are Raul Cardinal 
Primatesta, archbishop of Cordova and president of the bishops’ conference, 
and Juan Carlos Cardinal Aramburu, archbishop of Buenos Aires. 


Some bishops passionately defended the armed forces, demanding the 
"pacification" of the country. Analysts interpret their words as a call for 
amnesty for the nine members of the former military government currently on 
trial for their role in the murder and disappearance of thousands of 
Argentines. 


Two high-ranking prelates and several priests have been accused of 
collaborating in the repression. Primatesta spoke of "reconciliation": "If 
we continue looking backwards, we will fall in the hole in front of us", he 
said. 


Italo Di Stéfano, archbishop of San Juan de Cuyo, was exceptionally vocal. 
He charged that government officials and media figures had developed a 
co-ordinated campaign that attacked morality and the church while at the same 
time pushing for liberalized divorce legislation and the easing of strictures 
on pornography. 


In an attempt to head off a church-state confrontation, Alfonsin called a 
hasty meeting with leaders of the bishop's conference. He reminded the 
bishops of the country's grave economic and political problems and appealed 
for support, saying no Argentine should fail to join in efforts to overcome 
the crisis facing the country. 


The bishops answered that government officials were promoting a campaign in 
schools and in the media aimed at reducing the church's influence. They did 
not accuse Alfonsin or his cabinet, but attributed the alleged campaign to 
middle-level officials. They expressed their total opposition to the 
liberalization of divorce legislation and reiterated their call for 
"pacification". 


A highly-placed government official charged that the bishops were repeating 
ideas they had got from groups that favour a military coup. "I do not 
believe they are naive", he said. "I think most of them ... fear that as the 
democratization process moves ahead, the institutional church - and especially 
the hierarchy - will lose power and space to manceuvre." —- EPS 
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SHOPTALK (53/02) 


This EPS was mailed 13 January. 


Some material in this EPS, as has been the case for several previous issues, 
was prepared by Indian journalist David Devadas, intern in the WCC 
communication department. He is to continue to work with EPS thourgh the 
middle of the year. In addition, information for EPS 86.01.31 in this issue 
was complied by Uwe Arnhold, intern in the WCC church-and-society sub-unit. 


In EPS 85.12.46, in paragraph 8, change the spelling to St&lsett. (An 
acceptable substitute for the Norwegian 4 is aa.) 


The World Association for Christian Communication has published “Communication 
for All: The Church and the New World Information and Communication Order.” 
Editor is Philip Lee. The book costs 8 UK pounds, 11.95 US dollars, or 35 
Indian rupees. Information on the book is available from WACC at 122 Kings 
Road, London SW3 4TR. 


The WCC Program to Combat Racism has available on request (Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20), a 29-page report of its activities and priorities since mid-1983, 
and a special issue in its information series. The issue is titled “Challenge 
to the Church: A Theological Comment on the Political Crisis in South 
Africa.” It includes the text of the Kairos Document, and _ several 
commentaries about it. 


The WCC Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service has 
available on request (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) three situation reports - on 
the recent typhoon in Vietnam (no. 1, 13 December), om Kampuchea (no. 45, 12 
December), and on the recent volcanic eruption in Colombia (no. 1, 12 


December). Also available is a status report on the African emergency 
situation (13 December). 


An English-language summary of the latest publication (number 34) in the 
series from the Research Institute of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church in 
Finland (Box 239, SF-33101 Tampere 10) is available. It details the various 
Christian traditions in the country. 


The United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel (15 Tufton Street, London 
SW1P 3QQ) has a South Africa Pack available, including information about that 


country and its neighbours, and the church there. USPG asks a donation of 2 
UK pounds. 


The latest newsletter of the WCC Sub-Unit on Education (Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva) focuses on “the church and people with disabilities.” Ittaleo 


outlines the mandate and sections of the sub-unit. A copy is available to 
journalists on request to WCC/Education, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A calendar of WCC meetings is available to journalists on request to EPS. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Let 
us know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


LUTHERAN-REFORMED, EASTERN- Ecumenical Press 


ORIENTAL DIALOGUES UNDERWAY Service 86.01.24 
GENEVA - Two separate official, international, theological dialogues got 
underway last month - one between Lutherans and Reformed, the other between 


Oriental and Eastern Orthodox. The first meeting of the Lutheran-Reformed 
Joint Commission (here, 2-6 December) marked resumption of the dialogue 
between the two traditions after a break of ten years. The first round of the 
dialogue between Eastern and Oriental Orthodox representatives took place 
(10-15 December) near hear. It follows 20 years of preparatory work. 


The Lutheran-Reformed commission reviewed ecumenical moves at local and 
regional levels in the past decade. In three countries - Indonesia, 
Madagascar, and the Netherlands - efforts are underway to unite Lutheran and 
Reformed denominations. Most of the major denominations of the two traditions 
in Europe (plus several United denominations) have are in communion (full 
church fellowship) with each other. 


The Oriental-Eastern group decided the purpose of its meetings would be to 
“rediscover the common foundations of our christology and of our ecclesiology” 
(doctrine of the church and of Christ). 


Lutherans and Reformed emerged as separate Christian traditions in the wake of 
the 16th century reformation of the western church. Oriental and Eastern 
Orthodoxy parted company in the wake of the fifth-century Council of 
Chalcedon, which the latter accepted and the former did not. - EPS 


GRASSROOTS ATTENTION TO Ecumenical Press 
INDIAN CHURCH UNION URGED Service 86.01.25 


NEW DELHI - The fourth meeting (29 November-l December) of the Joint Council 
of the [United] Church of North India, [United] Church of South India, and the 
Mar Thoma Church urged that information on the process towards unity of the 
three "percolate to the grassroots level”. For this, the 60 representatives 
of about 3.5 million Christians called for celebration of an annual festival 
of unity, and for wider distribution in regional Indian languages of an 
information booklet on unity. Convenors were also appointed for eight 
regional councils to promote joint programmes for youth, pastors, and women. 


The CSI, formed in 1947, brought together Anglicans, Presbyterians, 
Congregationalists, and Methodists in south India and the Jaffna area of Sri 
Lanka. The CNI, inaugurated in 1970, united Anglicans, Presbyterians, 
Brethren, Disciples, and some Methodist and Baptist groups in north India. 
The MTC, which traces its origins to the apostle Thomas in 52 A.D., underwent 
a reformation in the 19th century. 


A bishop of the Methodist Church in India, J.R. Lance, attended the council 
meeting as an observer. The MCI and CNI and considering union. 


In its closing message, the council stressed visible unity. It called on the 
church to show solidarity with victims of injustice, and to join those working 
for peace with justice, and for the removal of violence. It also issued 
statements on growing inter-religious violence in India, the ethnic conflict 
in Sri Lanka, terrorism, the nuclear arms race, the struggle of the dalits 
(traditionally oppressed castes), the situation of dalit converts to 
Christianity, and Indian's current economic policies. In a letter to Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, the council praised his international stand on 
issues of peace and justice, and pleaded for concessions to Christians of 
dalit origin (EPS 85.12.01). - EPS 


MODERN SOCIETY ASSESSED AT Ecumenical Press 
PACIFIC CHURCH CONSULTATION Service 86.01.26 


DHYANA PURA-BALI (Indonesia) ~- Promises and threats of modernisation were 
assessed at a consultation among the Communion of Churches in Indonesia, the 
Melanesian Council of Churches [of Papua New Guinea] and the Australian 
Council of Churches. The group also discussed (26-29 November) the church's 
role in building a more just and humane future. 


“tWhat kind of society do we want?' was the recurring question”, says a 
communiqué from the consultation, which brought together 39 participants from 
the three countries. The consultation - “moving forward together into the 
future" - is a result of a first such meeting, in August 1984, between 
representatives of the three church councils. A major item on that meeting's 
agenda was issues related to Indonesian-PNG border tension. 


The group's communiqué acknowledges that despite their geographical nearness, 
history has given the three countries extraordinary diversity. It adds, 
however, that “the parable of the Good Samaritan suggests that active 
compassion is the key to neighbourliness”. 


Among concerns of the group was provision and support of ministers for 
Indonesian speakers in Papua New Guinea. The consultation also recommended 
that the three councils establish a six-member standing committee to link them 
in dealing with emergencies, planning future consultations, and arranging 
studies on matters of common concern. ~— EPS 


ARCHBISHOP SEES CHURCH ROLE Ecumenical Press 
AS CRITIC IN FINNISH SOCIETY Service 86.01.27 


HELSINKI - The Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Finland (SELK), once a typical 
“state church", now sees itself as a critic in national life and an advocate 
of the threatened and suffering beyond Finnish borders. Outlining this role, 
SELK Archbishop John Vikstrém told a meeting of Finnish editors-in-chief that 
though the church's solidarity with its own country and people had not 
decreased (more than 90 percent of Finns are counted among its members), its 
solidarity was becoming increasingly critical in character. 


“What is involved here is a very significant change”, Vikstrém said. "Until 
now, the body with which the church has identified itself, as a matter of 
course, primarily and exclusively, has been the Finnish people. This has been 
particularly evident in times when crises have committed us to a community of 
destiny as well as in our attitude to authority at all times.” 


Owing to the ecumenical movement, though, the world community of churches has 
become the new and “increasingly important entity with which we identify 
ourselves", Vikstrém said. “That could make the church an uncomfortable 
critic of national egoism", he added. 


“On questions concerning the whole nation and Finnish society, the church is 
taking an increasingly clear stance on its own terms", the archbishop said. 
For example, The SELK foreign affairs council recently made a statement on 
South Africa, appealing to Finnish companies to sever business links with the 
white-minority government there. Response to the appeal from within the 
church was described as “not entirely positive”. - EPS 


CASH URGED TO BUY GRAIN IN Ecumenical Press 
AFRICA FOR HUNGRY AFRICANS Service 86.01.28 


GENEVA - Several global, church-related, aid and development agencies are 
urging large amounts of money from Western countries to buy surplus grain in 
Africa to feed starving people in other parts of that continent. 


Among the appeals are those from the Commission for Inter-Church Aid, Refugee 
and World Service (CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches (WCC) for 1.1 
million US dollars for Sudan and 1.5 million for Ethiopia. 


The amount for Ethiopia is the WCC's part of the 4 million US dollars 
committed by the Churches’ Drought Action in Africa to purchase 10,000 tons of 
grain in 1986, 


Besides the WCC, CDAA includes the Lutheran World Federation, International 
Cooperation for Socio-Economic Development, and two Roman Catholic agencies - 
Caritas Internationalis and Catholic Relief Services. 


This year, food is to be bought in African countries from surplus harvests to 
aid those in areas of acute shortage. This, according to a CDAA report, "will 
serve the double purpose of feeding the hungry and providing an incentive to 
food production within Africa”. 


In addition, the steering committee of CDAA has urged European donor agencies 
associated with it to “intervene immediately with their governments at a high 
level" to ensure support for a proposal before the Brussels-based European 
Community to make budget provisions in cash for an emergency food reserve, 
rather than send surplus European food (see also EPS 86.01.29). 


From this cash reserve, CDAA partners plan to request funds to purchase and 
transport 60,000 tons of food for distribution in Ethiopia. 


The WCC appeal follows a meeting (26-27 November) here of representatives of 
the WCC, Ethiopian Orthodox Church (EOC) and donor agencies. In 1986, 15,000 
tons of food are needed to feed about 90,000 people in nine church-run 
centres, and 4,000 tons for another 80,000 people presently in monastries. 


The major source of food in 1985 was Catholic Relief Services (CRS), which 
disbursed food donations from the US government. The 1985 allocation of 
225,000 tons has been reduced to 90,000 for this year, thus prompting the CDAA 
appeal. 


An ecumenical (Oriental Orthodox, Lutheran, Roman Catholic) Ethiopian 
delegation was scheduled to visit Washington this month to lobby for continued 
food donations through CRS. 


The 1.1-million-dollar CICARWS appeal for Sudan is to be used during 1986 for 
food purchases and supply within Sudan and health care of displaced persons. 
Thanks to good rains, last year saw a surplus harvest of about a million tons 
of grain in some parts of Sudan. 


Yet, about 4.6 million people in rain-deficient areas (including a million 
displaced persons in southern Sudan) need food, lacking the purchasing power 
to buy this grain, the WCC reports. 


On the basis of a recommendation by the UN Emergency Office for Africa, the 
local grain is to be purchased at 180-US-dollars per ton. Procurement of 
supplies and fund raising is to be the responsiblity of CICARWS in response to 
needs reported by Sudan Council of Churches. - EPS 


AGENCIES SAY EUROPEAN FOOD AID Ecumenical Press 


POLICIES AREN'T HELPING AFRICA Service 86.01.29 
BRUSSELS - Six British development agencies have challenged the European 


Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), which seeks to alleviate world hunger by 
increasing world food supplies and lowering world prices. 


The agencies hold in an eight-page report that poverty, not scarcity, causes 
hunger, and that cheap food imports and food aid from the West undermine 
domestic agriculture in many countries of Africa and Asia, thus sustaining 
poverty in these rural areas. 


The report was published by the agencies - Catholic Fund for Overseas 
Development, Catholic Institute for International Relations, Christian Aid 
(part of the British Council of Churches), Oxfam, War on Want, and World 
Development Movement - in response to the European Commission's green paper on 
the future of CAP. 


Subsidised over-production in the 12 European Community (EEC) countries “is a 
key factor in the low priority given to food production in the Third World", 
the paper says. Farming incomes in Europe should be guaranteed through income 
and social aid to farmers in need, the paper says, instead of through 
subsidised over-production. 


In countries where abrupt withdrawal of food aid would cause hardship for the 
poor, the report recommends that aid donors purchase food from one African 
country to supply to another. "This is the only type of food aid which should 
be financed through the development budget. Food aid purchased in, and 
shipped from, the EEC should be charged to the agricultural budget since it 
benifits the CAP as a form of surplus disposal.” 


Pointing out that the EEC is the largest importer of agricultural products in 
the world, and provides 40 per cent of Africa's food imports, the report 
stresses that “decisions taken in Brussels affect the lives and welfare of 
people living thousands of miles away”. 


The report notes that while food production is the priority for many African 
countries, export of other commodities is also necessary to balance their 
imports of essential items and, increasingly, to repay debts. In global 
trade, the paper says African exporters suffer losses because the EEC's bulk 
exports depress world prices. 


For example, “the EEC, in just over a decade, has grown from a net importer of 
sugar to command nearly one-fifth of the world sugar market. We consider it 
deplorable that beet sugar exports have displaced the exports of Third World 
countries that depend critically upon cane sugar and, according to one study, 
have reduced world sugar prices by up to 11 percent." 


The report examines the EEC's proposals for alternative crops and warns 
against repeating the damage done to Third World sugar producers’ by 
subsidising European diversification into such crops as cotton. ; 


European trade barriers erected under CAP have also been criticised by the 
agencies as they “inhibit agricultural export diversification which leaves 
Third World countries acutely dependent upon one or two primary commodities”. 


The report holds that specific reforms to CAP must be assessed in terms of 
their likely impact on the poor of the Third World, and recommends that all 
developing countries be consulted about trade rules affecting them. - EPS 


PRESBYTERIANS IN TAIWAN SAY Ecumenical Press 


NO TO PROPOSED LANGUAGE LAW Service 86.01.30 
TAIPEI - The executive committee of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan has 
appealed to the government not to introduce a new language law, reportedly 
drafted by the education ministry. It would enforce use of “the standard 


language" in public speeches, meetings, conversations, and official business, 
on pain of fines. 


A PCT-distributed report on the law says it would “seriously infringe upon 
basic human rights and religious freedom. It would also nullify the 
government's efforts to promote democracy and increase social harmony and 
unity. ... This kind of coercion is comparable with that employed by Emperor 
Chin, Japanese imperialists, communist tyrants, and foreign colonialists. It 
will bring endless misery to our nation and people.” 


In another situation, the PCT moderator and general secretary are reported 
“deeply concerned" about a suspicious accident which left the wife of 
human-rights lawyer Chen Shuei-bien paralyzed from the chest down. Mrs Chen 
was run over twice by a three-wheeled vehicle (18 November), two days after 
her husband lost a close election for Tainan county magistrate. During the 
campaign, Mr Chen received a letter which said, "I want you to taste the pain 
of losing your beloved wife.” - EPS 


ECUMENICAL WORSHIP IN Ecumenical Press 
BAVARIAN PROTEST CAMP Service 86.01.31 


WACKERSDORF (FRG) - About 3000 protesters gathered in Taxdlden forest near 
here for an ecumenical celebration of Christmas Eve. They were camping in the 
forest to try and prevent it being cut down for construction of the FRG's 
(West Germany's) first nuclear processing plant. Worship was led by three 
Lutheran pastors and two Roman Catholic priests, though the latter were not 
authorized to do so by their diocese (Regensburg). 


People from neighbouring localities kept the “villagers”, most of whom spent 
the entire Christmas season in the forest, supplied with sausages, potatoes, 
bread, tea, hot wine, and other goodies. 


The protest camp was established 16 December after a demonstration by an 
estimated 20,000 people, among them Joschka Fischer, minister in the state of 
Hesse from the environment-oriented Green party. Delegates at the Green party 
congress also interrupted their meeting in Offenburg to be present. 


Among 30 people arrested when the demonstrators clashed with the police was 
Klaus Rettig, a Lutheran pastor who tried to pass a note to the police leader 
urging restraint, especially towards protesters with little children. 


Bavaria saw its largest deployment of police ever, 11 December, when tree 
felling began. On 7 January, an estimated 2,000 police with chainsaws and 
mobile cranes closed in on the village soon after the protesters' morning 
worship, and bulldozed their 80-or-so log huts to the ground. 


The determination of the Bavarian state government to push the project - the 
largest in the FRG - has brought to the area, once considered conservative, a 
new experience of rebellion. Local opposition to the project has been 
widespread. The executive power of district president Hans Schuirer, one 
outspoken critic, has been greatly restricted by the state government, - EPS 


WOMEN'S MOVEMENTS IN INDIA CONSIDER Ecumenical Press 
ISSUES RELATED TO ABORTION, PROPERTY Service 86.01.32 


BANGALORE (India) - The selective abortion of female foetuses (foeticide), and 
sexual discrimination in property rights were major issues at a national 
conference on “emerging trends in women's movements in India” (27-30 November) 
at the Ecumenical Christian Centre near here. 


The 45 representatives of women's groups working among urban, dalit (low 
caste), tribal, rural, and professional women in various parts of India 
stressed that “all issues are women's issues and need to be approached from a 
women's perspective”. Their concerns, they said, are not limited to rape, 
dowry, and abortion, but extend to class, caste and communal struggles. 


Participants expressed special concern over the increase in female foeticide 
resulting from new medical techniques for determining foetal sex. “Women are 
guniea pigs to the medical system and suffer innumerable medical indignities”, 
says a conference statement. 


Discrimination against women in land ownership and property rights was 
identified as a key issue, connected with dowry issues, bride burning, rape, 
and mental harassment. (In traditionally-arranged Indian marriages, the 
bride's family pays her in-laws a large dowry. Inadequate dowry often results 
in harassment of the bride, extending even to her murder in incidents which 
some try to pass off as kitchen accidents.) 


Inaugurating the conference, the Indian government minsister for women's 
welfare, Margaret Alva, urged women's organisations to educate rural women on 
their rights. Participants said that as part of the strategy to reject the 
unjust structure of patriarchy, scriptures and religious symbols need to be 
reinterpreted. 


One of the eight recommendations of the conference calls for “a secular family 
code, taking into consideration the existing personal laws" (based on 
religious traditions). Another seeks “new patterns of role identity in family 
relationships and responsibilities”. 


Participants also urged that “leadership of women's movements working at the 
grassroot level ... emerge from the base; middle class groups should support 
and encourage such movements. Links with research institutions should be 
strengthened to study issues relating to women." The conference also asked 
the Indian government to form women's welfare cells and to provide more 
temporary hostels for women in distress. — EPS 


Norwegian Lutherans plan closer links with Jordan EPS 86.01.33 
Closer co-operation between the [Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK) and the 


Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan has been recommended by Andreas Aarflot, 
Oslo bishop and NK primate. In a report to the Norwegian government ministry 
of religious affairs following his visit to the Jordanian Lutherans late last 
year, Aarflot holds it “desirable that we do not only give our support to the 
work among the Christian Jews in Israel; it is also important for our church 
to look at the Christian Arabs with sympathy and understanding”. - EPS 


Fidel Castro's book on religion reported ‘runaway best-seller' EPS 86.01.34 
HAVANA - London-based Reuter news agency reports from here that “Fidel and 
Religion,” a book which summarizes 23 hours of conversations between Cuban 
leader Fidel Castro and Roman Catholic (Dominican) priest Frei Betto is a 

runaway best-seller” in Cuba. In the book, Castro rejects discrimination 
against Christians. - EPS 


"Canadian Churchman' seeks new name EPS 86.01.35 
TORONTO —- The trustees of “Canadian Churchman”, national monthly newspaper of 
the Anglican Church of Canada, are looking for a new name for the 110-year-old 
publication. Churchman Editor Jerry Hames said that “for some people, the 
name ... is not in keeping with the movement towards inclusive language. For 
others, the name seems to be a somewhat militant and outmoded image from the 
past.” - EPS 


Canadian Anglicans act on South Africa, census, Indians EPS 86.01.36 
TORONTO —- The National Executive Council of the Anglican Church of Canada has 


passed a series of resolutions urging the Canadian government to end its 
involvement with companies having investment in South Africa, and to prohibit 
export to South Africa of any equipment useful to the military police or 
agents of social control. In other action, it supported the Council of Haida 
[Indian] Nations in their opposition to logging in an area of the Canadian 
province of British Columbia until Haida land claims are settled. It also 
asked the Canadian government to restore the category of religious affiliation 
for the projected 1991 Canadian census. — EPS 


Norwegian bishop's South Africa remarks contested EPS 86.01.37 
OSLO - Andreas Aarflot, bishop here and presiding bishop in the [Lutheran] 


Church of Norway [NK], caused strong government and shipping reactions this 
month when he told a New Year gathering of diocesan pastors that it was 
“alarmingly narrow-minded that Norwegian authorities and shipowners are 
unwilling to implement” a total oil and trade boycott of South Africa. 
Reacting later, Kjell Magne Bondevik, an NK pastor who is vice-premier and 
government minister of church and education, said Norway was “in the first row 
of international struggle against the apartheid regime” in South Africa. The 
Norwegian Shipowners Association said Aarflot was in a “costly blind alley" 
with his comments, and added in a letter that international trade was more 
complex than the bishop thought. Aarflot was supported by the majority of the 
NK's other 10 bishops, though two of them and several newspaper commentators 
said he should have avoided specific policy advice. - EPS 


Indian bishops send ecumenical letter on church unity BPs: 60, 01 33 
NAGPUR (India) - Two bishops - one on behalf of the National Council of 
Churches in India, the other on behalf of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of 
India - have issued a joint pastoral letter on Christian unity in connection 
with the celebration this month of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 
The two —- D.C. Gorai, moderator of the [United] Church of North India (and its 
bishop of Calcutta), and Michael Duraisamy, bishop of Salem in the Roman 
Catholic Church in India - say the week “is not a pious hope which we affirm 
religiously from year to year, but it is a passionate yearning in the life of 
every Christian”. Gorai chairs the NCCI Programme Unit for Fellowship, 
Dialogue, and Unity. Duraisamy chairs the CBCI Commission for Proclamation, 
Ecumenism, Dialogue, and Social Communication. Among the approximately 700 
million people in India, about 75 percent are counted as Hindus, about 12 
percent as Muslims, and about 4 percent as Christians. NCCI groups 25 
denominations, including Lutheran, Baptist, Presbyterian, Oriental Orthodox, 
Methodist, Mennonite, Reformed (Presbyterian, Covenant), Assyrian (Church of 
the East), Independent (Mar Thoma), and Salvation Army. - EPS 


World Reformed body reports 19 facing Lesotho treason charges EPS 86.01.39 
GENEVA - The World Alliance of Reformed Churches, based here, is circulating a 
list of 19 people in Lesotho whose trial on treason charges began 27 
December. Many of them are associated with the Lesotho Evangelical [Reformed] 
Church. The 19 face execution if convicted. WARC sent 4000 Swiss francs to 
help pay costs of their legal defence. It reports it hopes to be able to send 
observers to similar trials there or elsewhere in the future. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Joel McClellan: “Quaker Work at the UN in Geneva" EPS 86.01.40 


[McClellan is Quaker representative in Geneva. This item appeared in 
slightly longer form in the current (December) issue of the newsletter of the 
Quaker UN Office (QUNO, avenue du Mervelet 13, CH-1209 Geneva). NGO means 
non-governmental organization. 


[The same newsletter also noted 13 recent QUNO reports, among them on human 
rights in Afghanistan and the Ukraine; discrimination and protection of 
minorities; several on disarmament issues; military and armed attacks on 
refugees; human rights in Luxembourg, Sweden, and Finland; conscientious 
objection to war and military service; children bearing military arms; and 
alternatives to military service. ] 


At a recent meeting with local Friends, we were asked how QUNO was any 
different from the scads of NGOs who seem to be continually galloping around 
Geneva from issue to issue. Was there not a danger of a gap developing 
between our work which often deals with rather technical issues and our 
wide-flung constituency? 


A response to the last question must certainly be: yes, there is a danger 
which must be confronted in order that such a gap does not develop. 


The term professional often has a bad connotation. Commentators use it to 
excuse international fouls in soccer, and among Friends there is a very 
healthy fear of the growth of “professional Quaker professionals”, a sort of 
creeping (or creepy) priesthood. 


However, if professionalism is not a requirement for Quaker international 
affairs work, experience is certainly important. And what a wide range of 
experiences have played creative roles in our work! The experiences of 
Friends who have worked with us have included fund-raising, chemical warfare 
prevention, peace activisn, cooking, refugees protection, spiritual 
enrichment, typing, etc. 


Also, I am not at all sure that the issues that we face are all that more 
“technical” than those faced by earlier Friends. Anti-slavery work required 
Friends with economic experience, and prison-reform campaigns were based on 
the extensive experience and knowledge of Quakers. 


However, within the wide range of experiences which go into our work, there is 
the common experience of the presence of God within us and within everyone. 
This is the basis of a response to the first question: How are we different 
from other NGOs? 


We are not just committed to the goals and priorities of the Religious Society 
of Friends whom we represent in Geneva, but we are a part of the life and 
experience of Quakers all over the world who know that there is that of God in 
everyone. It is the spiritual basis which distinguishes. 


Our understanding of God's presence and the consequent commitment to peace and 
non-violence gives a firm anchor to our work plus the hope which works against 
despair, cynicism and discouragement. 


All Quakers may not understand the complexities of a non-proliferation treaty, 
but we all understand and share a common commitment to the holiness of life 
itself. As long as we remember this, the gap between Geneva and Mexico City 
or Nairobi or Salford will remain small and bridged. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: "Spirituality" EPS 86.01.41 


[Castro is general secretary of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 
This item is excerpted from his editorial in the January issue of the WCC 
quarterly “Ecumenical Review." A copy of the whole issue, which includes 
several articles on the subject, is available from WCC Publications, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. ]} 


.. [The 1983 WCC assembly] was a clear expression of the deep search for 
spirituality, evident among churches all over the world. The liturgical life 
of this assembly was not an accident. It was the culmination of a long 
pilgrimage of the World Council of Churches, looking always with more and more 
passion to express its real being, its ecclesial and spiritual "raison d'étre”. 


Behind the worship of the assembly was the recognition that confronting the 
great problems of humanity, our human resources are utterly inadequate, that 
only through a new and radical grounding of our actions in the very heart of 
our Christian conviction will it be possible for us to come by the courage, 
the patience and the perseverance to continue our struggle, that for the 
Christian there can be no struggle if it is not undergirded by and grounded in 
a deep and pervasive spirituality. 


The ecumenical movement serves as a meeting place for the diverse spiritual 
traditions of our churches. They are our common treasure, containing as they 
do the essential ingredients of what we describe as ecumenical spirituality. 
The articles included here reflect our diversity; they also point to our 
fundamental unity which is the gift of the Holy Spirit. 


The other religions of the world have their own spiritual traditions, and in 
recent years they have had a considerable impact in western countries. Men 
and women, especially the young, weary of material affluence and disillusioned 
in the pursuit of secular utopias, have been seeking consolation and meaning 
in the spiritual disciplines of eastern religions. ... In the search for an 
ecumenical spirituality we need to commit ourselves, in humble openness, to 
discern the work of the Spirit everywhere. 


In the WCC we are organizing now a centre of resources for the worship life in 
the parishes (EPS 85.09.05.). We are collecting music, liturgies, prayers 
from the most diverse traditional and cultural contexts, in an effort to serve 
as a centre of reference for all those who are concerned with the improvement 
of ... liturgical life ... and the deepening of spiritual life .... 


It is also within this common search for spirituality that we _ should 


understand our longing for a common eucharistic celebration. There are many 
doctrinal difficulties and canonical regulations that make it impossible at 
present. But we need to confront this problem, not so much in its 


ecclesiological or canonical dimension, but in its dimension as a_ unique 
spiritual event, absolutely necessary for our pilgrimage in faith. 


Whatever else spirituality is about it is about discipleship. ... Sometimes, 
however, monsters are bred in the name of spirituality, and not least today. 
False and distorted spiritualities abound, and we need each other as a 
mutually correcting community, gathered around the Bible, bringing the 
perspective of history and tradition and with the gifts from the many—hued 
cultural heritage of Christianity. This is why the small WCC consultation in 
December 1984 in Annecy [EPS 84.12.42] on the search for "A Spirituality for 
our Times" ... address[ed] the question of discernment: "What are the marks 
of the spirituality to which the church is being called today?” It. was wa 
first step in an exploration which will, and needs to, continue and for which 
the churches all over the world are the resource. ... - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Tad Mitsui: "The Disaster of Disaster Relief” EPS 86.01.42 


[This item is excerpted from a presentation to the food and feeding commission 
of the west African Christian councils, at its meeting in Sierra Leone, 4-7 
November. Mitsui coordinates the Africa Drought Task Force of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. ] 


Disaster is a disaster, even disaster relief is a disaster. Many people in 
the northern hemisphere are congratulating themselves about the success of 
relief work during the emergency situation in Africa in 1984 and 1985. 
Millions of dollars were raised to feed the starving people. Concerts were 
held, sales were put on and even dinner parties were held to feed the 
hungry. We have never seen such an outpouring of goodwill for many years. 
Even the target set by the Churches' Drought Action in Africa, which was 100 
million [US] dollars ... raised more than double the original target. 


But I maintain that there really was nothing to congratulate for several 
reasons, For one thing, by the time the world realised the devastating 
effect of drought causing deaths of hundreds of thousands of people, too many 
had already died. Despite the early warnings for several years, the world 
did not take these seriously. Consequently, help came too late, and in many 
ways too little. How many deaths does it take before we know the truth? 


Second, so-called outpouring of goodwill came not as new money, but by 
shifting of money from one pocket to another, in other words, by shifting 
priorities. Often meaning that this was done at the expense of more 
important development projects. Some of us know already it is more difficult 
now to raise funds for long-term projects which, in many ways, are more 
important in terms of prevention. 


Thirdly, disaster relief is such a dramatic action that often it takes the 
attention of the people away from the real issue. The real issue here is the 
structure of the international economy. As soon as one begins to talk about 
a structural problem of the international economy, one tends to be made to 
feel guilty about the part that one's own society is playing. And people do 


not like that. One hopes that people will start thinking about the reason 
why these food crises keep occurring in Africa and start thinking about the 
structural problems. But I am afraid that the whole disaster scene might 


have taken their attention away from it. 


Lastly, emergency relief is often very damaging. It is necessary 
unfortunately, but it is a tremendously dislocating experience for the 
population concerned. it is a dilemma because it needs to be done but it is 
damaging. I will give you some of the reasons why: 


(1) It increases dependency on charity and foreign food. 

(2) It discourages local production of food. 

(3) It disrupts local market due to the availability of cheap or free food. 
Farmers will have a difficult time selling their produce at a good price. 

(4) It disrupts the traditional fabric of social life. Often the authority 
of the traditional leadership is challenged and discredited. 

(5) It offends the sense of dignity as human persons. Receiving charity 
always does, 

(6) It institutionalises unnecessary bureaucracy which caters for abnormal 
situations only. Bureaucracy has a tendency to perpetuate itself even after 
the need for it no longer exists. 


At any rate, the sooner the emergency operation ends, the better. The 
development programme attacking the basic structural problem should begin as 
soon as possible. - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Memorandum from Harare” EPS 86.01.43 


[This 18-point item was prepared in connection with the emergency meeting last 
month of church leaders in Harare (Zimbabwe) on the situation in South Africa 
(EPS 85.12.44,45,46,75). The full text is available to journalists on request 
to the international affairs commission (CCIA) of the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). ] 


.-. 5. The struggle for liberation is a struggle grounded in faith. Christians 
cannot make a separation between prayer and political action. Their engagement 
arises out of their spiritual commitment and obedience to the Lordship of 
Jesus Christ. Their ministry today has to be one of involvement and 
participation in the struggle. 


We reiterate our conviction that apartheid stands condemned by the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, and that any theology which supports it or condones it is 
heretical. Apartheid is against all notions of natural justice. The [1975] WCC 
Assembly ... declared that "racism is a sin against God and against fellow 
human beings. It is contrary to the justice and the love of God revealed in 
Jesus Christ. It destroys the human dignity of both the racist and the victim". 


We recognize that there is a crisis of relevance in applying traditional 
theological concepts and formulations to the situation in South Africa. We are 
challenged to give fresh understanding to concepts like love and 
reconciliation. New ways of interpretation are needed and exploration into new 
areas is called for with a view to undergirding the participation in struggle, 
with fresh theological insights. 


6. ... Apartheid can in no way be reformed; we therefore reject categorically 
all proposals for the modification of apartheid. Apartheid has to be 
dismantled fully and completely. A radical break has to be made with the 
present. The South Africa that we envision and to the building of which we are 
committed is one in which all people can live in dignity and where justice and 
peace will prevail. We seek together a United South Africa, the political 
system of which is based on universal suffrage, whose society is non-racial 
and where the birthright of the people for land and liberty will be restored. 


7. To bring about such a systemic change transfer of power to people is called 
for. The following steps are urgently demanded: an end to the state of 
emergency, the release of Nelson Mandela and all political prisoners, the 
creation of conditions to enable those in exile to return, the release of all 
under detention, lifting of the ban on all banned movements and the withdrawal 
of troops from townships, negotiations with the genuine leaders of the people 
with a view to transfer power to the people. If these steps are immediately 
taken further unnecessary violence will be avoided. 


Concerted pressure by the international community on the Pretoria regime is 
essential at this time. The governments of the countries from which some of us 
come bear a special responsibility in view of the reinforcement of the 
apartheid system by their economic involvement. The churches in these 
countries are committed to pursue the matter with their governments. 


8. We heard strong pleas to intensify the campaign for effective economic 
sanctions against South Africa. Churches outside can be catalysts of a 
campaign for disinvestment, an end to bank loans, refusal to reschedule 
repayments of loans and other economic measures that would enhance the 


political pressure on South African government to take the steps that would 
lead to a transfer of power to the authentic representatives of the people. 
Churches which have not divested their holdings in companies that do business 


with South Africa should do so immediately. - (over) 


harare memo/2 


Sanctions, if undertaken in a concerted fashion, can be effective in hastening 
the dismantling of the present system and in minimising violence. We recognize 
that sanctions will be costly to the people of South Africa and those in the 
neighbouring states. The people are ready to bear this cost to bring closer 
the day of liberation. When sanctions are implemented, Churches in the West 
have a responsibility in persuading their governments to provide special 
economic assitance to the frontline states, and humanitarian programmes for 
people most affected with South Africa. 


Those of us representing churches from Western countries are consulted to 
pursuing various economic strategies that may help to bring the changes. These 
include extension or roll over of loans, consumer boycotts, divestment and 
economic sanctions. 


It is the strategy of economic sanctions that emerged for us most powerfully 
and touched us most deeply in this Consultation. We recognized the consistent 
demand from South Africa for powerful economic sanctions as the stragegy of 
the hour in the defeat of apartheid. The special responsibility of the 
churches in countries like the United States of America and the United Kingdom 
and the Federal Republic of Germany was recognized. 


9. Young people are in the forefront of the struggle in South Africa today. To 
them the struggle for liberation is the priority today. There is an 
understandable concern about education of the present young generation. 
Imaginative ways have to be sought to combine participation in the struggle 
for liberation and an education that is needed for a liberated South Africa. 
There are programmes of youth in South Africa which call for support from the 
international community. 


10. More than at anytime the churches abroad have the responsibility of 
disseminating information on South Africa and interpreting the situation. This 
can be done only by being in regular contacts with the churches and movements 
in South Africa. Restrictions on media coverage as well as censorship has 
already adversely affected the flow of information. Special efforts are needed 
in this area. 


1l. We underline the importance of the ministry to the exiles responding to 
all their needs including pastoral. The WCC and SACC should take new 
initiatives to strengthen the programmes already undertaken and to coordinate 
the efforts of the churches inside South Africa and outside. Assistance has to 
be provided to exiles to maintain close links with their families in South 
Africa. 


12. Though our meeting mainly focused on South Africa, Namibia [controlled by 
South Africa] has also been very much in our thoughts. ... We reaffirm our 
Support to the struggle fo the people of Namibia for self-determination and 
independence, and specially commend the work of the Namibian Council of 
Churches. ... 


15. We feel that it is only appropriate to call upon the South African 
churches in a spirit of solidarity to clarify their position on the [WCC] 
Programme to Combat Racism, with special reference to the grants from its 
Special Fund; to educate and call their white young people not to serve in the 
South African armed forces; and to forge strong ties with the trade unions and 


other community-based organizations which share in the total liberation 
process. - EPS 
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SHOPTALK (53/03) 


This EPS was mailed 29 January. 


Some material in this EPS, as has been the case for several previous issues, 
was prepared by Indian journalist David Devadas, intern in the WCC 
communication department. He is to continue to work with EPS through the 
middle of the year. In addition, information for EPS 86.02.35 in this issue 
was compiled by Uwe Arnhold, intern in the WCC church-and-society sub-unit. 


"Young People on Peace and Justice” is the title of a 39-page booklet 
published by the Lutheran World Federation (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) 


The Sweden-based Great Peace Journey (Box 228, S-7501 04 Uppsala) has 
announced a May meeting in Sweden for representatives of European governments 
which have replied affirmatively to the group's “five fundamental questions 
from the peoples” in connection with current peace issues. Of 28 countries, 
the group said that 16 (Austria, Bulgaria, Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, Greece, 
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Malta, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Spain, Sweden, 
and Yugoslavia) have answered yes, and three (Albania, Czechoslovakia, and 
GDR) had not received the group's delegation. 


“Women Working for Peace” is the title of a collection of material available 
for World YWCA Day, 23 April, from World YWCA, 37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva. 


The WCC Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service has 
available on request (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) two situation reports - on 
civil strife in Sri Lanka (no. 1, 14 January), and on the recent volcanic 
eruption in Colombia (no. 2, 15 January). 


The current (November 1985/no. 5) in the CCPD Documents series is “Women, 
Work, and Economic Injustice”. A copy is available to journalists on request 
to WCC/CCPD, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The South African Council of Churches has available a brief report on 
unofficial armed auxiliary forces - “vigilantes” - which have taken on a 
policing role in black townships in the country. According to the report, 
“observers allege that their campaigns are supported, protected, and financed 
by the police, and by black community councils which were set up to represent 
the government. These vigilantes, all of them black men, most of whom appear 
to be unemployed, have taken over campaigns which serve to intimidate the 
township residents, but for which, for legal and publicity reasons, the police 
are unwilling to claim responsibility. The main targets of these campaigns, 
which range from assault to murder, are the activists of political 
organisations such as the United Democratic Front, trade unions, civic 
associations, and churches. ... To date, there has been no in-depth analysis 
of the phenomenon of vigilante groups, their structures, and organisations. 
The only certain fact is that the authorities are slow to act in dealing with 


the atrocities committed by them." The full text is available to journalists 
on request to EPS. 


A calendar of WCC meetings is available to journalists on request to EPS. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Let 
us know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


MARTIN LUTHER KING Ecumenical Press 
HOLIDAY INAUGURATED Service 86.02.01 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Rome-based IPS news agency. ] 


WASHINGTON - International figures spanning the ideological spectrum from 
South African Bishop Desmond Tutu to US President Ronald Reagan joined 
together last month to praise Martin Luther King, the black US civil rights 
leader slain in 1968, 


The occasion, the first observance (20 January) of a US national holiday 
honouring King, was widely hailed by US civil rights leaders. But many say 
the celebrations were misused by the Reagan administration to distract 
attention from its own poor record on civil rights. 


King, a Baptist preacher committed to non-violent social change, was swept 
into the civil rights movement in the mid-1950s, after the arrest of Rosa 
Parks, a black woman who refused to give up her seat to a white man on a 
Montgomery (Alabama) bus. 


As a prime organiser of the subsequent bus boycott, and as a founding member 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, King was catapulted into the 
national spotlight. Under the aegis of his leadership, "sit-ins", “freedom 
rides", and marches were organised, demanding the right to vote and an end to 
prejudice and legal segregation. 


In his most frequently quoted speech, delivered at a march on Washington in 
1963, King said, "I have a dream ... that one day little black boys and black 
girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls and 
walk together as sisters and brothers.” The following year he received the 
Nobel Peace Prize. 


In honour of this new federal holiday, celebrations by private groups, local 
governments, and federal employees took place across the nation. Members of 
the King family were invited to speak from coast to coast, and corporations 
funded travelling exhibits documenting King's life. 


During a US visit last month, Tutu said King is an inspiration to South 
African blacks, although he contrasted his country's fight for justice with 
the US civil rights movement of the 1960s. "The major difference is [that] 
the [US] civil-rights struggle was one in which people were claiming rights 
that were theirs under the constitution, and the law was on the side of those 
who were struggling. We are struggling for human rights and the constitution 
and the laws of our country are basically against those who are struggling 
against apartheid.” 


Still, the recent acclaim that has been showered on Martin Luther King Jr 
stands in dramatic contrast to the years of harassment he faced while alive. 
He was subjected to government-sanctioned phone-tapping and widespread 
rumours, generated by the Federal Bureau of Investigation, of communist ties 
and sexual promiscuity. 


This contrast between the current chorus of praise for the once-reviled black 
leader is perhaps best personified by Reagan, who criticised civil rights 
demonstrations and legislation when he was governor of California in the 
1960s, and who more recently resisted the creation of the national holiday. 
But, in a visit last month to a mostly black school here named after King, 
Reagan said, “Those of us who were part of that revolution that Martin Luther 
King performed in ... are so happy for what has happened and so happy to see 
all of you here together in this different kind of an America.” - EPS 


NICARAGUAN ARCHBISHOP; Ecumenical Press 
CRITICAL AND CRITICIZED Service 86.02.02 


[This item is based on material from Rome-based IPS news agency. ] 


MANAGUA - Miguel Cardinal Obando y Bravo, Roman Catholic archbishop here, and 
a leading church critic of the Nicaraguan government, said during a visit to 
UN headquarters in New York last month that the government is trying to 
“neutralise the religious activity and preaching of the gospel”, and to 
deprive Nicaraguans of “the right to be informed about church life”. 


At about the same time, two other Roman Catholic bishops - Brazilian Pedro 
Casaldaliga (Sao Feliz do Araguaia) and Mexican Sergio Mendez Arceo (emeritus, 
Cuernavaca) - released a letter they wrote Obando (dated 28 November) urging 
him to commit himself to the struggle of Nicaraguans for self-determination. 


While in New York, Obando noted two recent letters from the country's Roman 
Catholic bishops to Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega detailing criticisms of 
government policy. He said he and his fellow bishops seek "constructive 
dialogue” with the government. 


A continuing source of tension is the presence of several priests in the 
Nicaraguan government, contrary to church’ regulations. More recently, 
government closure of “Radio Catolica de Nicaragua” prompted further church 
objections, 


In their letters, the bishops also criticize intimidation and threats against 
foreign priests "if they meddle in politics", various “threats and pressures” 
against church workers, and attempts to get them to “collaborate as informers 
against their own church". They say some Roman Catholics are obliged to “sign 
documents containing falsehoods and calumnies against the honour of church 
persons", and they fault “harsh censorship", including prevention of 
publication of a church newsletter. 


In the bishops' view, the “goal of [such] activities" is to “neutralise 
religious activity ... isolate” Roman Catholics from each other, reduce the 
church to a “church of silence", and leave it “without the means or materials 
to preach the gospel”. 


Mendez said he made his and Casaldaliga's letter to Obando public after 
receiving no reply to it. The two write “with frank liberty, and because we 
are all three moved by the same love for the church, and the same will to 
serve God, each according to his talent, and conditioned by his limitations”. 


They call on the cardinal to make his “the efforts of your people to liberate 
themselves from the traditional imperialist enemy, their clamouring for peace, 
the search for their own path to national reconstruction, and the very just 
aspiration of Central America and of the whole great country’ for 
self-determination". 


They also observe that it “does not seem honourable to us ... to treat as a 
parallel popular church at the service of communism, all those Christian 


communities whose pastoral agents - laypeople, priests, and [members of] 
religious [communities] - oversee such highly prepared and efficient pastoral 
centres. 


“The sincerity, at times heroic, of so many brothers and sisters forming these 
communities, and that of the many martyrs who have already spilled thier blood 
in these communities, and throughout Central America, will judge us some day”, 
they add. — EPS 


THE CHURCH URGED TO RESIST Ecumenical Press 
BAD EFFECTS OF TECHNOLOGY Service 86.02.03 


MANILA - The church has been urged to form information networks and launch 
campaigns to counter deforestation, poisoning of water and_ food, 
militarisation, health hazards in microelectronic industries, and other bad 
effects of modern technology. The call came from a southeast Asian regional 
consultation on “new technology, work and the environment," (here, 10-15 
January). It was co-sponsored by the World Council of Churches, and the 
National Council of Churches in the Philippines. 


“The speed and direction of technology is leading to the obsolescence of 
skills and large-scale redundancies with consequent alienation, poverty, and 
powerlessness, aggravated by the concentration of information and expertise in 
the hands of a privileged minority. ... First and worst affected are women, 
the young and certain indigenous groups,” the meeting's "call for action" 
holds. It urges church and other non-governmental organisations to “network” 
information and mobilise people, translate and make available government and 
other documents about possible adverse impacts, publish experiences of victims 
of technological change, and facilitate exchange of ideas. It also suggests 
Study of relevant technological themes in Christian education and seminaries. 


The call urges understanding of implications of science and technology from 
the viewpoint of victims. The meeting heard, for example, from Darlene 
Keju-Johnson of the Marshall Islands. She spoke of thyroid problems, cancers, 
leukemia, deformities, miscarriages, psychological obsession with radiation, 
poisoned fish and arrowroot ("our staple food"), and lack of medical training 
in radiation treatment on her islands since 1954, when the US began nuclear 
testing in the area. "We Marshallese have already previewed World War Three,” 
she said. "We've had 66 atomic and hydrogen bombs dropped on our islands ...; 
six islands have been blown off the face of the earth; and as a result our 
people and our environment have been seriously affected by radiation.” 


David Gosling, WCC director for church and society, said the meeting marked a 
“new thrust. In the past, we had seen ourselves as stewards, concentrating on 


the need to preserve the environment for posterity. That, of course, 
remained; but here we were also faced with the testimonies of victims, which 
were impossible to ignore; after all, there we were - right between Bhopal 


[where a gas leak at the end of 1984 killed more than 2000 people in India] 
and Bikini [the site of extensive Pacific nuclear testing]." 


T.K. Oommen, an Indian sociology professor, urged a Gandhian model, in which 
regional or even village economies could be self-sufficient, thus not needing 
the kind of industrialisation which can lead to accidents like Bhopal. 


A case study on militarism and environment by Masaki Endo, a Japanese church 
consultant, highlighted the Grand Cordillera, a large mountainous district in 
the northern Philippines, where the traditional lifestyle had deep links with 
the natural ecosystem. In the 1970s, the central government tried to force 
the local Igorot people to accept its “total development projects”. The 
hydropower plants and deforestation plans, financed by the Asian Development 
Bank, Japan, and the US, threaten to destroy traditional farming patterns. 
Igorot protest movements were met with armed force, he said, including, in 
1984, 3000 troops and four battle helicopters in “search-and-destroy” 
operations. 


In a paper on the electronic revolution, a New Zealand mathematician, C.G. 
Bloore, said rapid improvements and constant decreases in prices indicate 
immaturity of the technology. Under the guise of meeting consumer needs, he 
said, the industry is geared to maximising profits for investors. - EPS 


CHURCH CONSULTATION CONSIDERS Ecumenical Press 
NUCLEAR WASTE, DEFORESTATION Service 86.02.04 


MANILA - The idea that there can be an adequately safe dumping ground for 
nuclear waste was described as “sheer stupidity” by Achilles del Callar, a 
nuclear engineer from the Philippines, at a church-sponsored consultation 
(here, 10-15 January, EPS 86.02.03) on “new technology, work and the 
environment”. The meeting also discussed deforestation, and industrial- 
economic structures. 


Noting that the Philippines is one of the most geologically unstable parts of 
the earth, del Callar said it would never be possible safely to store 
high-level radioactive waste in the country. Even the US, he added, faces 
similar problems, and is considering Palmyra, a Pacific island the US 
controls, as a storage site. 


Questioning the morality of generating electricity for the comfort of today's 
generation while leaving the perpetual care of nuclear waste, with its dangers 
of death, cancers, and genetic mutation, to “thousands of generations to 
come", he asked, “How many mutations can be postulated as worth the sacrifice 
for the sake of the most expensive electricity we can possibly generate?" He 
observed that an accident at a nuclear plant in the Philippines would be even 
worse than in the US, as evacuation, particularly in heavy rain, would be 
impossible, and communication and transport facilities inadequate. 


Liek Wilardjo, a physics lecturer from Indonesia, defended nuclear power for 
countries like his. Noting limits to unrenewable energy sources, he said one 
of few alternatives available is nuclear energy. If all possible precautions 
are taken, he argued, a certain “irreducible risk" is justified. “We demand 
energy equity,” he said, “and appeal to the conscience of the developed 
countries to curb their excesses in the consumptive use of energy. They 
should reduce or at least halt the rate of growth in their energy consumption.” 


Speaking on deforestation, Norman Myers, a British consultant in environment 
and development, urged a careful strategy of forest development in Asia. He 
told the group that national parks, and forests as genetic reservoirs for 
future support to agriculture or medicine, are as important as paper-pulp 
plantations. He outlined dangers of current uncoordinated land use patterns, 
which, he said, could use up most lowland rain forests by the end of the 
century in most parts of the Philippines, Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, 
Burma, and the countries of the Indian sub-continent. 


Myers attributed depletion to both commercial loggers and small-scale 
farmers. Traditional patterns of shifting cultivation allowed regeneration, 
he said, but forests now get no chance to renew themselves, as forest farmers 
have increased, and been joined by landless peasants from elsewhere. He 
linked this migration to unequal land distribution; for example in the 
Philippines, the richer 40 percent of farmers take 75 percent of the income. 


He noted that deforestation in several major Asian river basins - including 
the Ganga, Brahmaputra, Salween, and Mekong - results in floods, worse every 
year. He also noted that while coastal populations are growing rapidly, 


coastal forests are being severely cut. A result is tidal waves such as the 
one which took 200,000 Bangla lives in 1970. 


Myers said the "Green Revolution" in food production is losing momentum as 
there is no longer sufficient irrigation water for multiple bumper harvests, 
Silt caused by deforestation is blocking hydropower reservoirs in the 
Philippines, Thailand, and India, causing the projects to lose their projected 
life spans by more than half. - EPS 


COUNCIL OF CHURCHES IN NAMIBIA Ecumenical Press 
OFFICES MUCH DAMAGED BY FIRE Service 86.02.05 


WINDHOEK - The headquarters of the Council of Churches in Namibia here were 
destroyed by fire after an apparent overnight arson attack (23 January). The 
blaze came just a few days after the generator building at the Lutheran high 
school in Oshigambo, in the northern part of the country, was completely 
destroyed by fire following a bomb blast. No one was injured in either 
incident. 


The CCN fire began about three in the morning, in at least four places. The 
offices of the CCN development, finance, and non-formal education departments 
were destroyed. The blaze also gutted the reception room, and extensively 
damaged the building's roof, furniture, and equipment. 


CCN General Secretary Abisai Shejavali called the attack “nothing else than 
sabotage. I view this with sadness, not only for myself and my staff, but 
also for many other people who helped us, and those who were served by us 
spiritually, morally, educationally, and through reconciliation. 


“As it is the task of the church of Christ to pray for her enemies", he 
continued, “so, we as Christians continue to pray for those who did this act 
of arson.” He said it “will not stop us from offering our best services to 
our churches and nation. We will continue with our work as we did in the 
past, with more trust in the God of the oppressed.” 


He added that CCN and its staff “will continue to strive for true freedom and 
independence of this country [which is controlled by neighbouring South 
Africa], and by no means be tempted or be discouraged by such a wanton deed.” 


In a joint statement in Geneva, General Secretaries Emilio Castro (World 
Council of Churches) and Gunnar Stalsett (Lutheran World Federation) expressed 
“shock and profound distress” after reports of the two incidents. "We condemn 
these acts of violence", they added. 


Commenting on the attack on the school, Lutheran Bishop Kleopas Dumeni blamed 
the South African Defence Force. He noted that twice in the days before the 
bombing, South African soldiers had asked about the generator's operating 
hours. Items from the soldiers, including mortar shells, were found in the 
generator building. 


Castro and Stalsett spoke of the CCN's "admirable record of courageously 
witnessing for justice, peace, and reconciliation in the midst of the crisis 
in Namibia. We are confident", they added, “that this occasion will prove to 
be one of rededication to the causes that the council has upheld. We reaffirm 
ourr solidarity with the CCN and assure it of our support in continuing its 
ministry.” 


In Johannesburg, South African Council of Churches General Secretary C.F. 
Beyers Naudé also condemned the council attack, noting that “Namibia has 
become notorious for similar actions in the past to destroy property and 
equipment of church bodies who were supporting the people in the struggle for 
liberation. ... It would be interesting to see how successful the police will 
be in finding the culprits", he added, “but in the meantime we express our 
disgust at such despicable attempts to sabotage the witness and service of the 
churches in Namibia.” 


About 80 percent of the Namibian population is counted as Christian, The 
council includes two Methodist, three Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Reformed 
(United Congregational), and Anglican jurisdictions. —- EPS 


CHINESE CHURCH LEADER REITERATES Ecumenical Press 
MISGIVING RE BROADCASTS TO CHINA Service 86.02.06 


NANJING - K.H. Ting, president of the China Christian Council, has reiterated 
“our misgiving as regards religious broadcasting into China without our 
consent". Ting expressed his views in a letter published [14 January] by 
Geneva-based “Lutheran World Information”. 


Last November, LWI reported that following a meeting between Ting and two 
representatives of Kairos Communication Service (a Norwegian Christian 
broadcasting agency), he was not opposing KCS plans for such broadcasting. 
The LWI report came from Sigurd Aske of KCS. 


In his letter, Ting said such broadcasting “can only result in destroying the 
Chinese image that is being built up for the church in China, and in putting 
up again in its place a Western image". Ting said he was pleased that the 
Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation and two US Lutheran denominations had 
not supported KCS efforts. 


KCS is engaged in a major fund-raising appeal for broadcasting to China. It 
has studios and offices in Los Angeles, and is considering facilities in Hong 
Kong. On behalf of KCS, Aske has written to Asian church leaders asking for 
their support, in light of what he says is Ting's change of attitude. — EPS 


Superiors of US nuns in trouble over ad support them EPS 86.02.07 
WASHINGTON - The religious superiors of 18 women who belong to Roman Catholic 


religious communities, and who face possible dismissal in the wake of a 
newspaper ad they signed which appeared in “The New York Times" in October 
1984, have publicly expressed strong support for them for the first time, and 
opposition to any efforts to dismiss them. Vatican officials have said the ad 
does not sufficiently support official church opposition to abortion and have 
asked the signatories to clarify or retract their position. The ad said "a 
diversity of opinions [on abortion] exists among committed Catholics”. Anne 
O'Neil, head of the US province of the Society for the Sacred Heart, said in a 
report by "Religious News Service" that the superiors did not intend to defy 


the Vatican. They are, she said, “very loyal to Rome”, but also “very 
sisterly to their sisters". - EPS 
Falwell internationalizes his movement EPS 86.02.08 


WASHINGTON - Jerry Falwell, the Baptist minister who heads the Moral Majority 
movement in the US, has formed two organizations which internationalize his 
concerns. The Liberty Federation, of which Moral Majority will now be a 
subsidiary, plans, among other things, to give financial support for anti- 
communist efforts around the world, particuarly in Central America, Taiwan, 
South Korea, South Africa, and the Philippines. Falwell also announced 
formation of the Liberty Alliance, an educational and lobbying group. - EPS 


Cyprus archbishop deplores desecration EPS 86.02.09 
NICOSIA - Chrysostomos, the Eastern Orthodox archbishop of Cyprus, has 
strongly protested a decision by the authorities in the Turkish sector of the 
divided capital city to alter a church building here and use it as a hall for 
folk events. In a letter [14 January] to World Council of Churches General 
Secretary Emilio Castro, the archbishop said Christians - mostly ethnic 
Greeks, and the majority on the island - “consider this action of the 
occupation authorities as desecration of places sacred to them". He asked 
Castro's "intervention so that this and similar sacrilegious actions against 
holy places in the occupied area of our island may stop immediately", and 
referred to churches used as “warehouses, stables, and unfortunately often as 
latrines”, Ninan Koshy, WCC international affairs director, said the WCC is 
following up the matter.- EPS 


SDR United churches will not join LWF, WARC EPS —86,02,.10 
BERLIN - The five regional United churches in the GDR (East Germany) have 
decided not to join either the Lutheran World Federation or the World Alliance 
of Reformed Churches. The five have Reformed and Lutheran roots. In 1984, 
the LWF assembly voted to create a category which would permit such groups to 
have a formal association with it. - EPS 


US Lutheran leader urges closer fellowship with Reformed EPS--86..02.11 
ST. PAUL -—- American Lutheran Church Presiding Bishop David Preus is 


recommending that US Lutherans declare pulpit-and-altar fellowship (full 
communion) with three US Reformed denominations (Presbyterian Church (USA), 
Reformed Church in America, Cumberland Presbyterian Church). Speaking at a 
seminary convocation here, Preus also called for Lutherans to continue 
“interim sharing of the eucharist” with Anglicans while efforts proceed for 
more complete agreement, to “pursue with patience” tie ~eoal “ar 
pulpit-and-altar fellowship with Roman Catholics, and to pursue similar 
fellowship patterns with other denominations, “mainline or evangelical,” which 
are willing. Most European Reformed and Lutherans are in full communion with 
each other. — EPS 


North American church membership down, giving up EPS S00. UZ. 12 
NEW YORK - New statistics from the [US] National Council of Churches show that 
while US church membership (in nine major denominations) declined 0.75 percent 
between 1983 and 1984, the average contribution per member went up by 7.83 
percent (compared to an inflation rate of 4 percent during the period). In 
nine major Canadian denominations, membership declined 0.53 percent, but the 
average contribution per member went up by 7.84 percent in the nine plus the 


United Church of Canada. The Canadian inflation rate was 4.4 percent. - EPS 
Court case on Japanese shrine EPS 86.02.13 
TOKYO - In two separate actions, a total of 121 Japanese, including many 


Christians, have joined in court suits against Prime Minister Yasuhiro 
Nakasone alleging violation of the Japanese constitution because of public 
expenditures in connection with worship at the Yasukuni Shinto Shrine. The 
shrine is closely identified with the Japanese war effort in the 1930s and 
1940s, and leaders of the country's Christian minority have been among the 
most active in opposing what they see as government efforts to rehabilitate it 
and its activities (EPS 85.03.68, 08.69, 09.24). Last year, Chinese and South 
Korean representatives protested a Nakasone visit to the shrine, and he 
subsequently cancelled another visit, planned for October. - EPS 


Reformed Church in Hungary approves ordination of women EPS 86.02.14 
BUDAPEST - The synodal council of the Reformed Church in Hungary has approved 
the ordination of women. The council met here (12 November). - EPS 


US church leaders create emergency committee on South Africa EPS 86.02.15 
WASHINGTON —- A group of more than 125 US church leaders voted at a meeting 
here (13 January) to create a Churches Emergency Committee on South Africa to 
be led by the national heads of several denominations. The group also 
proclaimed 1986 as “the year of action by US churches against apartheid”, the 
South African system of race separation with white supremacy. The group met 
to follow up an international meeting of church leaders against apartheid, 
last December in Harare (Zimbabwe) (EPS 85.12.44,45,46,75). - EPS 


WCC sends message on Lesotho EPS 86.02.16 
GENEVA - In a message (21 January) to Michael Worsnip, general secretary of 


the Lesotho Christian Council, Ninan Koshy, international affairs director at 
the World Council of Churches, based here, supported “efforts of churches for 
national reconciliation, justice, and human dignity” during the government 
crisis there. — EPS 


LWF president ill EPS 86.02.17 
BUDAPEST - “Evangelikus Elet”, newspaper of the Lutheran Church in Hungary, 
reports LCH Presiding Bishop Zoltan Kaldy, president of the Geneva-based 
Lutheran World Federation, is on sick leave, and in need of rest. It also 
reports that “his health is already on its way to being restored", though it 
does not further specify the nature of his illness. - EPS 


SACC objects to ‘concerted attacks' on Tutu EPS 86.02.18 
JOHANNESBURG - The South African Council of Churches has affirmed “strong 


support” for Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu's “long and clear stand of 
non-violence, and his deep concern for peace". The SACC statement came after 
“concerted attacks ... by the South African government, government media, and 
hostile sections of the press” following Tutu's comments during a recent visit 
to the US. The SACC statement added that “the feelings of anger of millions 
in the black community as portrayed by Bishop Tutu, and their growing support 
for defensive violence as the only answer to the violence of the oppressive 
regime in a situation of ongoing conflict ... are much closer to the truth 
than the government propaganda which desperately seeks to hide this disturbing 
development from the white electorate, as well as from the world at large”. 
The statement is signed by SACC General Secretary Beyers Naudé, Tutu's 
sucessor in that post. — EPS 


Group meets on Indian spirituality EPS 86.02.19 
BANGALORE - Thirteen Christians met at Whitefield Ecumenical Centre here last 
month for two days of discussion about Indian spirituality. According to a 
report from the group, “fundamental questions were posed about indigenisation 
of Christianity" and the role of the parish in struggles for social justice. 
“How can Indian Christianity find its own Indian expressions in worship and 
lifestyle, as well as engagement in social issues?” they asked. — EPS 


Archbishop's commentson Madonna, Geldof prompt protest EPS 86.02,20 
PERTH (Australia) - In a recent sermon, Peter Carnley, the Anglican archbishop 


here, said while pop-music stars Madonna and Bob Geldof are not necessarily 
religiously committed, their actions reflect Christian values. Carnley also 
made other favourable references to the pop scene. In reply, Lance Shilton, 
Anglican dean of Sydney, called Carnley's references to Madonna and the pop 
scene in general "a bit silly". Some church newspapers have also published 
the verdict of the US-based Parents' Music Resource Centre on Madonna: “an 
underwear-clad slattern whose voice sounds like Minnie Mouse on helium”. — EPS 


Burkina Faso recognizes Bible Society work EPS 86.02.21 
OUAGADOUGOU (Burkina Faso) - The government here has given official 
recognition to work in the country by the Bible Society, according to the 
January issue of "World Report” of Stuttgart-based United Bible Societies.- EPS 


Decorated arrows sold to help pay for Bible passages EPS 86.02.22 
PORT MORESBY (Papua New Guinea) - To help pay for production of Bible passages 


in the Hewa language, decorated arrows made by a small group with no other 
means of income were sold. The January issue of the United Bible Societies' 
"World Report" says Hewa is spoken by about 2000 people who live a semi- 
nomadic existence in PNG areas of tropical forest and mountain slopes. - EPS 


Saffron Bibles for Thai Buddhist monasteries EPS 86.02.23 
BANGKOK - The Thailand Bible Society is supplying 5000 Bibles with 
saffron-coloured covers to be placed in Buddhist monasteries around the 
country. According to a report in the January "World Report" of the 


Stuttgart-based United Bible Societies, the daily routine of the monks 
includes a period of study and contemplation. "It is hoped that the Bible 
will be a help to the monks when they study comparative religion, and that it 
may also guide them in their own personal search for truth.” - EP° 


@cumenical pilgrimage to St Patrick sites planned EPS 86.02.24 


NEW YORK - An Eastern Orthodox-Roman Catholic group —- Global Links Association 
for Ecumenism - is planning an ecumenical pilgrimage this year to Irish sites 


associated with the life of the fourth-century, missionary-bishop Patrick. 
GLAE was fromed recently to “dramatise the efforts and search by the churches 
for greater understanding, reconciliation and unity". Patrick is revered as a 
saint in both traditions. - EPS 


Cuban Roman Catholics plan assembly EPS? ‘86.02.25 
HAVANA - The Roman Catholic Church in Cuba, largest denomination on the 
Caribbean island nation, plans its first "church assembly” this month 
(beginning 17 February). Planned during the last five years, it is to 
"illustrate the Cuban ecclesial reality in its particular socio-economic and 
political context”. It follows recent improvements in Cuban church-state 


relations. Cuban President Fidel Castro met church leaders in September, and 
again in November. A book based on hours of interviews with Castro by a Roman 
Catholic priest, "Fidel and Religion", was published late last year. The 
200-odd-page working document for the meeting deals with church history and 
the current situation of the Cuban church, biblical and theological reflection 
on the evangelical action of the church, and with faith and society, faith and 
culture, ministries and sacred life, and lay, and pastoral action. It also 
stresses the desire - expressed at preparatory meetings at parish and diocesan 
levels - that the church have greater freedom for evangelism. - EPS 


Culture, gospel, and communication in Rwanda EPS 86.02.26 
KIGALI (Rwanda) - Issues of culture, gospel, and communication in Rwanda were 


addressed during special sessions held here in connection with the regular 
annual meeting of the communications committee of the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches (here, 13-21 January). In addition to a= special 
presentation of the biblical story of Jesus' birth using traditional Rwandese 
songs, dances, and costumes; and a special choir evening featuring Reformed 
(Presbyterian), Methodist, Anglican (Episcopal), Roman Catholic, and 
ecumenical groups, there was a day-long seminar on the issues. Though at 
least one participant, a Pentecostal, feared that the use of traditional dance 
in worship would cause confusion among the faithful (because the first 
missionaries had so strongly opposed it), most participants supported such 
trends. Augustin Nshamihigo, Anglican bishop of Shyira, cited the biblical 
accounts of David dancing in worship of God. - EPS 


Peruvian bishop taken to court over squatters EPS 86.02.27 
LIMA - Peruvian Roman Catholic Bishop Francisco d'Altaroche (Ayavira diocese) 


and three local peasant leaders have been accused in a court suit of inciting 
members of eight peasant communities to invade lands owned by Kunurana Rural 
Property Development Company last December. The bishop said the church does 
not initiate such actions, but continues to support the region's poor. — EPS 


Liberation theology debated in India EPS 86.02.28 
NEW DELHI - IPS news agency reported (26 January) from here that liberation 
theology was a major topic of debate at the 26th National Assembly of [Members 
of Roman Catholic] Religious [Communities] in India last month. Opinions 
reportedly ranged from that of one archbishop who called the discussion a 
waste of time, to another bishop who supported it as an effort born from the 
plight of the down-trodden to find a solution to poverty and misery. — EPS 


United Methodist bishops ask 'growth inventory' EPS 66102'.529 
LITTLE ROCK (Arkansas) - Congregations of the US-based United Methodist Church 


were asked to send to their bishops by the end of last month a “growth 
inventory” describing efforts to enlist new members. The request is part of a 
strategy to double by 1992 the current UMC membership of 9.2 million in the US 
and Puerto Rico. — EPS 


Pope to visit Taizé EPS 86.02.30 
ROME - Pope John Paul is to visit the Ecumenical Community of Taizé during his 
visit to France 4-7 October. Brother Roger, the community's founder and 
prior, has visited the Vatican. - EPS 


Denominations, congregations charge US government violations EPS 86.02.31 
TUCSON (Arizona) - A law suit by the American Lutheran Church and the 


Presbyterian Church (USA) and four of their congregations charges the US 
government has violated constitutional guarantees of religious freedom by 
infiltrating congregations helping Central American refugees. The suit 
charges that in connection with prosecutions of those charged with aiding what 
the government considers illegal aliens, it paid informants to attend worship, 
Bible study groups, and mission-planning meetings. Currently, 11 church 
workers are on trial here on federal charges of transporting and harbouring 
Central American refugees as part of a nationwide sanctuary program. — EPS 


Norwegian mission agency criticizes WCC, LWF rights records EPS 86.02.32 
STAVANGER (Norway) - The general secretary of the Norwegian Missionary Society 


says the Geneva-based World Council of Churches and Lutheran World Federation 
are not vigorous enough in speaking out about human-rights conditions in 
communist countries. NMS General Secretary Odd Bondevik made his remark in 
connection with an NMS proposal that London-based Amnesty International focus 
on religious persecution in Ethiopia. However, Egil Grandhagen, general 
secretary of the Norwegian Lutheran Mission, another independent organisation 
within the [Lutheran] Church of Norway, took a somewhat less pessimistic view 
about Ethiopia than Bondevik. Grandhagen said Christians were subject to 
persecution there, but “our general impression is that the situation has 
improved", — EPS 


Chile's RC bishops promise to keep speaking out EPS 86.02.33 
SANTIAGO - Following a committee meeting (14 January), Chile's Roman Catholic 


bishops say they will continue to urge national reconciliation. The bishops 
described their country as "“lamentably and dangerously divided", and called 
for “dialogue ... coexistence ... consensus”. Last year, Juan Francisco 
Cardinal Fresno, Roman Catholic archbishop here, proposed a National Agreement 
for Transition to Full Democracy, which involved several political and labour 
leaders. The government, however, has rejected dialogue with the agreement's 
supporters, — EPS 


Australian Lutheran-RC dialogue explores eucharist EPS 86.02.34 
ADELAIDE (Australia) - Lutheran and Roman Catholic representatives in 


Australia have released a 34-page report, “Sacrament or Sacrifice" summarizing 
their discussions on the eucharist. A dialogue committee has met four times a 
year since 1977, and has already released an agreed statement on baptism. 
Commenting on the document, Eugene Brand, secretary for ecumenical 
relationships at the Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation, noted that it 
“judges remaining differences of emphasis or approach [on eucharist questions] 
not to be church dividing.” - EPS 


Bavarian Lutherans ordain pastors without an assignment EPS 86.02.35 
MUNICH - In a break with tradition, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bavaria 
has ordained four pastors for whom there is no full-time congregational 
vacancy nor funds to pay them. All four are women. ELCB is part of the 
Evangelical [United, Reformed, Lutheran] Church in [West] Germany [and West 
Berlin]. It is the first time that arrangements for EKD pastors have been 
separated from work and payment regulations of the civil service. Observed an 
ELCB official: “The ordained ministry of the church must be possible even 
without the civil service regulations.” —- EPS 


ECUTEXT: “Church and State in Social Service” fPSawoor 2s sO 


[This report, which appeared originally in Greek, summarizes “some main items” 
which surfaced during a seminar (16-19 November) on the contemporary role of 
the church in diakonia (service). 


[The seminar was sponsored jointly by the Orthodox Academy of Crete and the 
inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) of the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches. 


[Besides Greece, participants came from Finland, Netherlands, FRG (West 
Germany), GDR (East Germany), Hungary, Romania, Lebanon, Egypt, and Israel. 


[According to the report, "a main emphasis was put on the situation in Greece, 
where the seminar provided an opportunity for the first major dialogue between 
representatives from the church, the state, local authorities, and voluntary 
organizations”. ] 


Appreciation was expressed for the interest of the state for the 
underprivileged. This was characterized as a progress for humanity in recent 
years. 


The wish was expressed that this concern should not decrease under the impact 
of the recent economic recession. 


The presence and possibility of dialogue with representatives of the 
government and local authorities was welcomed. These pointed out that social 
care would not be monopolized by them by by-passing or weakening the work of 
churches and voluntary agencies. 


It was observed that the emphases given to the state services at central and 
local levels as the main channel for social welfare tends to cause frictions 
between government and the church as well as other voluntary instruments of 
social action. 


It was felt that neither material wealth nor preventive or curative state 
welfare would be sufficient to meet all human needs. In fact, cultures of 
affluence tend to create new social problems such as alienation. 


This is why voluntary organizations which have the ability of developing human 
solidarity should not be weakened. 


It was also pointed out that diakonia, in the widest possible meaning of the 
word, constitutes the essence of the Christian being and of the mission of the 
church, 


To carry out diakonia is the right and duty of every Christian. Therefore 
one cannot conceive of any constitutional guarantee of religious freedom and 
human rights without assuring the means and ways of a free and effective 
exercise of diakonia by the church. 


It was emphasized that in addition to the micro-diakonia or curative diakonia, 
it is imperative to give more emphasis to macro-diakonia, namely cooperation 
of all to fight the root causes of social injustices, of the exploitation of 
people and of situations offending human dignity. 


The fight for peace and freedom is a part of this macro-diakonia dimension. 
EPS 


—_— 


ECUTEXT: "Recommendations on Asian and Pacific Issues” EPS 86.02.37 


[This item is excerpted from recommendations from a regional consultation on 
"new technology, work, and the environment,” sponsored last month in the 
Philippines by the Geneva-based World Council of Churches and the National 
Council of Churches of the Philippines (EPS 86.02.03,04).] 


Damage to the physical environment has gone hand in hand with the 
degradation of human work. We recognise that different cultures possess 
different attitudes to work and that the influence of new technologies differs 
accordingly. Attempts to transplant the Western work ethic, with its 
insistence on financial profit, are proving as inappropriate to the meeting of 
basic human needs as the transfer of the technology with which it came. 


Traditional Asian work ethics perceive work as a duty or responsibility to 
maintain harmonious relationships in society. By contrast, the so-called 
Protestant work ethic is competitive and divisive, and in many developing 
countries has become an instrument for exploitation. Where work is scarce and 
labour abundant, workers will often endure oppressive measures by the state or 
private enterprise in silence rather than assert their rights. ... 


In order to fully understand our existing regional reality, we must 
identify a range of social, economic and political root causes. One, 
clearly, is the quest for profit and power, which in our geographical locality 
takes the form of imperialism. We use this word deliberately in spite of its 
emotionally-charged connotations because we believe that it best describes the 
prevailing international system. Imperialism is a pervasive system of 
control in the social, economic, political, cultural and military spheres with 
its own dynamics of self-perpetuation and logic of self-justification. It 
concentrates power in the hands of a small group, disregarding the priorities 
and well being of the people as a whole. Its instruments are both external 
and internal to the region, the latter taking the form of repressive national 
governments and corporate structures which facilitate the implementation of 
international economic, political and military policies which are detrimental 
to the interests of the majority. 


--- Committed as it is to the promotion of integrity and wholeness of 
relationships in all parts of creation, the church must struggle to protect 
and nourish the well being of all people, especially those who fall easy prey 
to unjust structures and forces which divide and destroy. It must, therefore, 
of necessity, take sides with the victims of hazards associated with unbridled 
technological growth, and must search for new and more positive channels for 
scientific creativity. Of necessity, also, it must struggle to preserve and 
nourish our physical environment, which both guarantees the continuation of 
human life and is off intrinsic value in its own right. 


We recommend appropriate actions related to the following three major goals: 

(i) Make visible the dangers inherent in certain technologies and the economic 
and political structures which perpetuate them. (ii) Establish resources and 
programmes to counteract and transform the ill-effects of technological 
change. (iii) Create a solidarity network among Asian and Pacific people, 
especially between individuals and groups who are in some sense the victims of 


technology, e.g. women in certain industries, people contaminated by 
chemicals, radioactivity, etc. 


We have identified a number of serious technological hazards. ... We wish to 
draw attention to the following: industrial chemicals and processes damaging 
to health, radioactivity from weapons testing and nuclear waste dumping, 
inappropriate drugs and medicines exported primarily for commercial gain, 
hazardous food additives such as monosodium glutamate. - EPS 


— 


ECUVIEW/Jaime Cardinal Sin: "A Christian Work Ethic for Today" EPS 86.02.38 


[Sin is the Roman Catholic archbishop of Manila. This item is excerpted from 
his opening address to a regional consultation on “new technology, work, and 
the environment” sponsored at the University of the Philippines, Diliman 
Campus, Quezon City, last month (EPS 86.02.03,04). ] 


... Realisation that mankind is at a turning point is now widespread, 
especially among people in the third world. More and more people believe 
that the human race must break through to a more fulfilling future, a historic 
task that has been sometimes described as a journey towards a “sane, humane 
and ecological future”. 


And so, we have economists like Hazel Henderson writing about a 
counter-economy that is based on very different principles, namely altruisn, 
volunteering, community and family cohesiveness, co-operation, sharing, 
respect for the environment, and the rights of future generations. ... This 
position echoes that of the late Dr E. F. Schumacher who described Buddhist 
economics as very different from the economics of modern materialism, since 
the Buddhist sees the essence of civilization not in a multiplication of 
wants, but in the purification of character: “Character, at the same time, 
is formed primarily by a man's work. And work, properly conducted in 
conditions of human dignity and freedom, blesses those who do it and equally 
their products.” ... 


More and more men and women ... no longer desire to waste their lives in 
boring and sordid work, producing ugly things that consume the dwindling 
resources of our planet. They no longer wish to be considered redundant 
components of the industrial machine where the worker becomes just a means to 
an end. ... It is time, therefore, to ask deeper questions that go beyond the 
technical horizon, beyond a fragmented approach to human problems, We need 
once more to nurture wisdom because we must once again anchor human life on 
ethical norms, on basic needs like love and security and on ecological 
principles that save our planet from mindless exploitation. 


Man is both worker and philosopher. While he has to bring forth fruit 
through the sweat of his labour and to look upon nature as a wilderness to be 
conquered, still, in his moments of reflection, he looks upon the world 
philosophically as something to be nurtured and loved since it nourishes and 
gives meaning to his life. ... 


We now find it difficult to imagine such a harmony; our times are confronted 
by men and women degraded by an inhuman work system. ... This deformation of 
creative workers into dehumanized beings alienated from genuine relationships 
and from creative roots was a plight that deeply concerned Pope John Paul II. 
The very first sentence of his encyclical Laborem Exercens asserts that man 
reveals his special dignity through his work. It is in his daily work that 
he reflects the creativity of his heavenly Father. ... 


[One] point for clarification is this papal document's reliance on the divine 
command cited in Genesis "to subdue the earth" and to exercise “dominion over 
the earth”. Some critics have suggested that an important cultural cause of 
our ecological crisis is precisely this view of man's task to subjugate 
nature. A proper interpretation of this text will need to take into account 
that this biblical command was addressed to a farming people. Thus it can be 
interpreted as a challenge to cultivate the earth fruitfully and to be careful 
stewards of nature's limited riches. Farmers of all ages have an instinctive 
sense not to violate nature nor to lay waste its resources. It was the only 
advent of profit-hungry entrepreneurs of the Industrial Age that brought about 
the destruction of nature. ... — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Georges Tsetsis: "The WCC in the Panorthodox Agenda” EPS 86.02.39 


[Tsetsis, the grand protopresbyter of the Istanbul-based [Eastern Orthodox] 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, is the patriarchate's representative at the 
headquarters of the World Council of Churches in Geneva. This item, 
translated from the Greek, is taken from the January issue of “Enimerosis”, 
the newsletter he edits. ] 


The agenda of both the Panorthodox Preparatory Commission of the Holy and 
Great Council (16-23 February 1986) and of the Third Panorthodox Preconciliar 
Conference (latter 1986), will bring the World Council of Churches and the 
ecumenical movement in general to the very centre of present day Orthodox 
concerns. Indeed the above two Panorthodox meetings this year will 
specifically deal with the evaluation of the ecumenical movement as part of 
the ten-point agenda of the Holy and Great Council itself. 


In the last two decades, the Orthodox church as a whole had _ several 
opportunities to speak up about the WCC and to evaluate her relationships with 
it. ... What matters this time, however, is to avoid a repetition of whatever 
has already been said in the past, or of the stereotypical criticisms which 
have been formulated in the last decade, and which reflected more personal 
opinions, rather than formal ecclesiastical positions. 


It is true that the Orthodox presence in the WCC has not always been easy, 
neither for the council nor for the Orthodox themselves. The specificity of 
Orthodox theology and ecclesiology, the Orthodox understanding of the world, 
but also some of our diffidence vis-a-vis the West, have hindered our normal 
presence and witness in the WCC. 


Nevertheless, the Orthodox church, consistent to her principle that within the 
council she bears the witness of the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic 
Church, in order to further the common Christian concern for Christian unity, 
has faithfully cooperated with the WCC and the ecumenical movement. 


On the other hand it is equally true, however, that in our relationship with 
the WCC, we moved with some one-sidedness and more under the prism of our 
claims on, rather than of our obligations to, the WCC, be it in the field of 
diakonia or any other ecumenical undertaking. 


It should be remembered that recently, and especially after the [1981, 
unofficial, interorthodox] Sofia consultation, the WCC took the necessary 
measures to respond to Orthodox wishes in view of securing their fuller 
participation in its life and activities. 


In spite of this, however, the good will of the council did not find the 
necessary response in our churches. Thus, we have seen many incomplete 
[Orthodox] delegations at the [1983 WCC] Vancouver assembly, absences from 
central committee meetings, or unfilled Orthodox positions in commissions and 
working groups, simply because our churches, in spite of their claims for 
increased members in the WCC governing bodies, failed to produce names for 
consideration, as the central and executive committees had insistently 
requested. 


Our participation in this fellowship of churches cannot be considered from the 
theological perspective alone. A concrete and pragmatic co-operation in all 
fields, of ,its,,activitiesr’is+::e wmust. Therefore any Orthodox evaluation 
relative to the WCC, together with the theological presupposition of our 
participation in it, should also spell out those practical ways which wil} 
make our presence in the WCC fuller, substantial, and productive. — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Roger Kahle: “East-West ‘Human Contacts'” EPS 86.02.40 


[Kahle, English-language editor for “Lutheran World Information" attended a 
meeting last month of church representatives to discuss East-West “human 
contacts” inthe wake of the 1975 Helsinki Final Act. This item is abridged 
and adapted from LWI (22 January). ] 


In a sense the name "Helsinki Final Act" is a massive misnomer. True, when 
signed in 1975, it was the final agreement reached by countries in East and 
West Europe and North America over security and cooperation in the European 
region. But it was definitely not final in the sense that’ the 
confidence-building process had concluded. 


Just five years later, a second round of the Conference on Security and 
Co-operation in Europe (CSCE) began work in Madrid. By 1983, a second 
“final” document had been signed by the European and North American countries, 
which represent one-fourth of the world's population. 


This November, a new round of CSCE talks will begin in Vienna, and that will 
presumably end in yet another “final” agreement. In between, the signatory 
countries have sent experts to any number of meetings to hammer out details in 
such areas as human rights, technological exchange and migration policy. 


It was in preparation of the expert meeting on "human contacts” that begins 15 
April in Berne that over 50 church representatives met at a church retreat 
centre in Gwatt, about 30 kilometres from the Swiss capital. 


Ironically, though the participants called for greater information exchange 
between Helsinki signatory nations, conference organizers clamped a news 
blackout on the meeting, and embargoed the meeting's “final report” until 28 
February for "diplomatic reasons”. Moreover, it was decided that the final 
report contain no specific examples - positive or negative - to flesh out 
suggestions they want forwarded to churches and governments. 


At its most extreme, this prevented the mentioning of Vancouver as the site of 
the 1983 assembly of the World Council of Churches in a draft of the report on 
significant church-sponsored international youth gatherings. After loud 
objections in the plenary, an exception was made. 


In the zeal not to offend individual governments, participants found that the 
lack of concrete examples often meant that issues appeared in the report in a 
completely obscure way. 


But while painfully admitting that the conference will provide a miserable 
example of information flow, it must be said that the tone of this “conference 
of churches on human contact” (13-16 January) sounded a ringing note of 


hope. While problems persist in some areas, every country delegation 
reported improvements in their situation since the Helsinki Agreement was 
signed. The specific areas of “human contacts” on which this conference 


focused included contacts between young people, problems of families separated 
by national borders, and interchurch contacts. 


Paul Wee, general secretary of New York-based Lutheran World Ministries, said 
in an interview after the meeting, that “for diplomatic reasons the final 
report ... does not adequately reflect the lively concreteness of the 
discussion itself.” But, he notes, this may be remedied when participants 
meet with their respective church and government representatives. 


Wee said the US delegation's report will urge the American government to 
pursue the Helsinki process "more diligently and creatively”. - (over) 


human contacts/2 


"While there can be little doubt that we are living in an increasingly 
volatile and precarious time in world history," Wee said, "that overwhelming 
fact should not of itself lead one to dismiss lightly the salutary effect of a 
whole range of activities which are presently taking place within the Helsinki 
process. 


Major input to the conference came from Lutheran theologian Giinther Krusche 
(German Democratic Republic), who led daily Bible studies and delivered the 
keynote address to the sub-group on church contacts. 


Krusche said the UN's definition of the freedom “to take up and maintain 
relationships to individuals and communities in religious and ideological 
questions at the national and international level” is very close to the 
churches' self-understanding. "This is a right which not only may be claimed 
as belonging to ‘human rights', but also results necessarily from the nature 
and task of the church,” he said. 


He told participants the church, with its “internationally-recognized system 
of communication," and its access to governments “can be used to serve the 
peace effort and détente as well as serving the realization of human rights”. 


Another participant affirmed this analysis in an interview after the 
meeting. Andrzej Wojtowicz, administrative director and head of the foreign 
relations department for the Polish Ecumenical Council, said the church takes 
CSCE issues very seriously. 


(PEC groups eight Polish minority denominations - Eastern Orthodox, Lutheran, 
Old Catholic, Reformed, Methodist, Baptist. Most Poles are counted as Roman 
Catholics. ) 


“The message from Gwatt is that church, family, and youth contacts are very 
important for the church, The churches in East and West must take up these 
matters with their governments and document these themes not just as a 
short-term interest but as a continual concern,” he observed. 


But, Wojtowicz noted, “by these themes the churches - East and West - must 
admit that they have not made use of all the opportunities available to 
them. The churches even in the East have very often more freedom than they 


have availed themselves of”. 


He added that the Gwatt consultation demonstrated the lack of communication 
between church organizations, between the Roman Catholicism and _ other 
Christian traditions. 


“In the future we have to use more possibilities to speak to one another. 
The church must not be afraid to speak to the Holy See out of fear they will 
lose their identity," Wojtowicz suggested. 


A Vatican representative addressed the consultation. He said that after 10 
years' experience in dealing with the CSCE themes, “we can say now it is part 
of our activity and will be for the future”. 


At a news conference following the consultation, Karel Gabris, a Slovak 
Lutheran seminary professor, suggested that the church should help “break down 
the prejudices" within the Helsinki-area nations, “become a ‘voice for 
others'", develop twin parishes between countries of different social systems, 
and “develop channels of objective information". - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ivan Santiago G.: “Protestants in El Salvador” EPS 86.02.41 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Lima-based Latinamerica Press (16 
January). ] 


Protestants in El Salvador, like their counterparts throughout the region, are 
a generally conservative group that supports the status quo. But in the last 
few years, the social upheaval caused by the country's ongoing civil war has 
given birth to an active and vocal minority within Protestantism that is 
challenging its conservative roots. 


Like their Roman Catholic counterparts, Protestant church workers are being 
changed by the realities of a country engulfed in civil war. And they have 
discovered that when they reach out to help those victimized by the war, they 
too become targets of repression. 


Although most Protestant denominations were brought to El Salvador by US 
missionaries who imparted a message that reflected the ideological assumptions 
prevalent among conservative groups in the US, things have begun to change. 


“In these war years, Salvadoran Protestants are beginning to discover their 
own theology of liberation”, says one young Anglican priest working with poor 
people. This new awakening is especially visible in three “historic” 
Protestant traditions: Baptist, Lutheran and Anglican (Episcopal). 


Baptists, one of the country's oldest Protestant denominations, are the 
largest and most developed. Baptists comprise about 20 percent of the 
nation’s 300,000 Protestants, and have traditionally expressed open 
anti-Catholicism, and engaged in militant proselytizing. The denomination 
works in all of El Salvador's 14 provinces, but is especially strong in Santa 
Ana, San Miguel, Usulutan and San Salvador. 


For the past 10 years Baptists have been divided on how to respond to those 
involved in the war, Carlos Sanchez, a pastor and executive secretary of 
the El Salvador Baptist Association, heads a progressive faction. Sanchez 
works with internally displaced Salvadorans and has received several death 
threats. 


In 1980, Baptists set up a fund for striking workers, and thus became the 
first evangelical church to support militant trade-union struggles. They 
also collaborated with the Vanguard Ecumenical Movement and worked closely 
with Roman Catholic Archbishop Oscar Romero before he was murdered in 1980. 
At present, Baptists work with the urban and rural poor through a programme 
known as Cerca de mi hermano (Close to my brother and sister). 


Although conservatives still largely dominate the /700-member Episcopal Diocese 
of El Salvador, it too is becoming more involved in humanitarian efforts 


directed at the poor. It has a historical animosity towards the FMLN 
guerrillas - at the beginning of the war, they killed the South African 
ambassador to San Salvador, who was an active Anglican. Despite this, 


Anglicans support ecumenical efforts such as the Salvadoran Ecumenical Service 
and Humanitarian Aid Association, which maintains 25 refugee camps inside the 
country. The current diocesan bishop, Victoriano Jimeno, is considered to be 
a progressive and promotes church involvement in social issues. 


Of the three historical denominations, the Lutherans came most recently to El 
Salvador. They number about 7000, organized in five parishes (San Salvador, 
La Union, San Miguel, Usulutan, and Santa Ana), including about 25 
congregations. They also run a programme to train local leaders. - (over) 


El Salvador Protestants/2 


El Salvador Lutherans do not agree on all aspects of the church's social 
work. A large group wants to pull back on some assistance programmes because 
of the frequent harassment suffered by church workers. In growing numbers, 
Lutherans have been accused by the national police of aiding the guerrillas. 


In early 1985, Lutheran Pastor Ernesto Fernandez Espino was killed. His 
mutilated corpse turned up near the south-eastern town of San Miguel. 
According to eyewitnesses, Fernandez was last seen alive in the custody of 
army personnel. In November 1983, a Lutheran family was kidnapped while 
working at La Resurrecci6én, a Lutheran-run social service centre. The 
government held seven members as political prisoners for several months until 
international pressure forced their release. 


Government repression has also been directed against other progressive 
Protestants. In August 1985, US-born Assemblies of God Pastor Christopher 
Williams was arrested by Salvadoran security forces. Williams was involved 
in helping displaced persons from the guerrilla-controlled Morazan area, one 
of the most affected by government aerial bombardments. 


In November 1984, the government arrested the Miguel Tomas Castro, a Baptist 
pastor, for supposed involvement with the insurgents. He was freed only 
after an impressive international campaign that included the peaceful takeover 
of the Salvadoran consulate in Oakland (California/US), and after the US 
Embassy in San Salvador received more than 900 telegrams demanding his release. 


Young Baptists, Anglicans, and Lutherans of the El Salvador Student Christian 
Movement have also made their presence felt in the social arena. They have 
also been the object of government repression ~- in the past five years, eight 
members have been killed. 


The first Protestants arrived in El Salvador at the end of the last century. 

By 1930, groups such as the US-founded Central American Evangelical Mission 
Church, the New York Baptist Mission Council, the Assemblies of God, and 
Seventh-day Adventists were all working in the country. Since’ then, 
Protestantism has grown steadily, and growth has accelerated in the last few 


years, In May 1979, according to the Central American Project for 
Socio-Religious Studies, 70 denominations included more than 2000 local 
congregations in El Salvador. Protestants now make up 6.4 percent of the 


population; evangelical denominations continue to register the greatest 
increase, 


Those who have observed the rapid growth of El Salvador's evangelical 
denominations in recent years - especially among Pentecostals, who account for 
70 percent of all evangelical groups - attribute the increase to the zealous 
work of lay leaders and young people. They have flooded the countryside and 
poor urban areas with revival meetings, established churches in their homes 
and founded an impressive network of church schools. 


Protestant leaders attribute this growth to missionary zeal as well as to 
effective use of the mass media to bring their message home. “Evangelicals 
use the same methods to get their message across that the primitive church 
did”, says Edgar Palacios, a Salvadoran Pentecostal pastor. "Salvadoran 


Protestants used to be an insignificant minority; now we are a significant 
one.” 


Those critical of this growth say the evangelicals have tapped a war-weary 
people's psychological need for protection from threatening circumstances 
beyond their control. - EPS 
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SHOPTALK (53/04) 
New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): 


Will the Future Work?: Values for Emerging Patterns of Work and 
Employment, edited by David Gosling and Howard Davis. It costs 14.90 
Swiss francs, 7.25 US dollars, 4.95 UK pounds. It includes major papers 
presented at a September 1984 consultation on the future of work in 
industrialized countries (EPS 84.09.48). 


Weep Not for Me: Meditations on the Cross and the Resurrection, by John 
V. Taylor. It costs 6.90 Swiss francs, 3.50 US dollars, 2.25 UK pounds. 
It includes five meditations given during Holy Week last year in the 
chapel of the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva. 


Number 128 in the series of “Faith and Order Papers” is Orthodox Perspectives 
on Baptism, Eucharist, and Ministry, edited by Gennadios Limouris and Nomikos 
Michael Vaporis. It includes papers from the inter-Orthodox symposium on 
baptism, eucharist, and ministry last June near Boston (EPS 85.06.30, 07.02). 
A copy is available to journalists on request to WCC/F&0O, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. 


The Lutheran World Federation (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has published its 
Lutheran Communication Directory 1986. Besides comprehensive listings of 
Lutheran communication contacts, it includes listings for the World Council of 
Churches and a dozen Christian World Communions. 


The WCC Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service has 
available on request (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) two situation reports - on 


typhoon damage in Vietnam (no. 7, 27 January), and floods in Puerto Rico (no. 
1, 22 January). 


The South African Council of Churches has available a brief report on 
unofficial armed auxiliary forces - “vigilantes” - which have taken on a 
policing role in black townships in the country. According to the report, 
“observers allege that their campaigns are supported, protected, and financed 
by the police, and by black community councils which were set up to represent 
the government. These vigilantes, all of them black men, most of whom appear 
to be unemployed, have taken over campaigns which serve to intimidate the 
township residents, but for which, for legal and publicity reasons, the police 
are unwilling to claim responsibility. The main targets of these campaigns, 
which range from assault to murder, are the activists of political 
organisations such as the United Democratic Front, trade unions, civic 
associations, and churches. ... To date, there has been no in-depth analysis 
of the phenomenon of vigilante groups, their structures, and organisations. 
The only certain fact is that the authorities are slow to act in dealing with 


the atrocities committed by them." The full text is available to journalists 


on request to EPS, 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Let 
us know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


EPS deadline: Most weeks, it is Tuesday at 8h00 GMT. (The week of 9 February, 
it is 24 hours later.) 


This EPS was mailed 5 February. 


FIVE SCOTTISH DENOMINATIONS Ecumenical Press 
MUTUALLY RECOGNIZE MINISTRY Service 86.02.42 


EDINBURGH - Following a joint celebration of the eucharist here (3 February), 
leaders of five denominations in Scotland - Methodist, United (United 
Reformed) and Reformed (Church of Scotland, Congregational Union, United Free) 
- signed an agreement that "ministers of all these churches may exercise all 
aspects of their ministries, including the celebration of the sacraments, in 
any of these churches when invited to do so and in accordance with the 
recognized procedures of these churches”. 


The five, plus the Scottish Episcopal [Anglican] Church, have long been 
discussing church union (EPS 85.04.79). However, many presbyteries (regional 
units) of the Church of Scotland have raised major objections to such 
proposals (EPS 86.01.03), notably the prospect of including some form of the 
office of bishop in a united church. - EPS 


AFRICAN CHURCH COMMITTEE Ecumenical Press 
IN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING Service 86.02.43 


NAIROBI - Following closed, extraordinary sessions (here, 21-22 January), the 
executive committee of the All Africa Conference of Churches announced that 
several unspecified issues "have been critically examined and _ resolved 
amicably” and steps taken to "avoid recurrence of similar situations”. 


The committee communiqué offered no further details. It added that AACC 
General Secretary Maxime Rafransoa "has been assured of the support of the 
executive committee" and that "all interested parties in the life of the AACC 
are kindly requested to demonstrate their support of the decisions taken by 
the executive committee in a true ecumenical spirit”. 


The committee also observed that “partly due to the support of our ecumenical 
partners, and partly because of the strict adjustments in ... financial 
policies ..., the [AACC] financial deficit has been drastically reduced by 
61.3 percent in 1985". It also noted that "membership fees contribution” to 
the AAAC budget from its members in Africa increased by approximately 213.3 
percent between 1981 and 1985. - EPS 


SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCH COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
REACTS TO P.W. BOTHA'S SPEECH Service 86.02.44 


JOHANNESBURG - Reacting to the speech by South African President P.W. Botha 
opening parliament (31 January), General Secretary Beyers Naudé of the South 
African Council of Churches said the government “failed to address the 
fundamental issue", political rights for South Africa's black majority. 
Botha, he said, “lost his last chance to create a new future” in South Africa. 


Referring to Botha's suggestion that jailed black leader Nelson Mandela could 
be released if two Soviet prisoners and a South African soldier held in Angola 
were also freed, Naudé said Mandela "is being used as a pawn in a bargaining 
exercise between West and East”. 


Though praising some Botha proposals, such as equality in education identity 
documents, and the principle of an undivided South Africa with equal 
citizenship for all, Naudé said “it is meaningless to talk of equal education 
without equal political rights .... Equally, there is a serious contradiction 
in talking about an undivided South Africa, and at the same time of 
recognising and entrenching the position of minorities.” - EPS 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
WELCOMES PAPAL PEACE IDEA Service 86.02.45 


GENEVA - An announcement (4 February) from the World Council of Churches 
expresses “great interest" in a proposal (25 January) by Pope John Paul to 
convene a special meeting of religious leaders to pray for peace. 


Details, notably the date, are still to be worked out. Assisi, birthplace of 
the 13th-century Italian saint, Francis, is expected to be the location. 


The WCC announcement calls the papal proposal “an important contribution to 
the process of covenanting for justice, peace, and integrity of creation” 
urged by the 1983 WCC assembly. 


Referring to “past initiatives of church leaders from East and West to discuss 
and pray together for peace” (most recently, prayers in Geneva by US and 
Soviet church representatives during the Reagan-Gorbachev summit), the WCC 
says the pope's is “another sign of the growing decision of the churches to 
commit themselves in prayer and action to overcome the threats of injustice 
and war and to preserve God's creation.” 


The announcement also recalls a South African church appeal, endorsed by the 
Nairobi-based All Africa Conference of Churches and last December's WCC-called 
meeting of church leaders in Harare (85.12.45), for a day of prayer 16 June 
for “justice and peace in South Africa.” 


It concludes that the UN “year of peace” in 1986 “challenges the churches to 
make a clear testimony to their commitment to peace, and to the centrality of 
the concern for justice and peace in the prayer life of the churches.” - EPS 


WORKSHOP PLANNED ON Ecumenical Press 
TEACHING 'ECUMENICS' Service 86.02.46 
GENEVA - A workshop on teaching ecumenics - the study of the ecumenical 
movement - is planned 1-11 July at Bossey, the Ecumenical Institute of the 


World Council of Churches. Besides Bossey, the workshop is co-sponsored by 
the WCC Programme on Theological Education, the Dublin-based Irish School of 
Ecumenics, and the Washington Institute of Ecumenics. 


Of the approximately 45 participants, about a quarter are to be directors of 
theological associations, or their delegates. Another half are to be members 
of theological faculties, with the rest denominational ecumenical officers, or 
other ecumenically~-active clergy, doctoral students in ecumenics, and staff. 


According to a workshop prospectus, goals of the session include exploring 
ways in which the teaching of ecumenics can be further developed in seminaries 
and other church educational programmes; and providing specific suggestions 
about method, content, and resources for ecumenics courses, and ecumenical 
perspectives in all courses. 


Projected workshop results are “development of a process in which centres 
would help each other in the task of ecumenical education .... to break down 
the model of teaching ecumenism in confessional isolation ... and to face 
squarely the obstacles to ecumenical teaching.” 


Among planned workshop topics are a review of key events of the ecumenical 
movement; models of Christian unity; Christian unity in an interfaith setting; 
and teaching systematic theology, church history, and the Bible from an 
ecumenical perspective. — EPS 


MIDWEEK FEAST-DAYS DEBATE TESTS Ecumenical Press 
FINNISH CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS Service 86.02.47 


HELSINKI (Anneli Janhonen) - An attempt to transfer holidays, Epiphany 
(traditionally 6 January) and Ascension (traditionally 40 days after Easter), 
back to their original places on the Finnish calendar has prompted an agitated 
public debate on the roles of Finland's president, parliament, labour-market 
organizations and church, as well as on the relationships among them. 


A proposal to the government by the synod of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church 
of Finland (SELK) that the two holidays again be celebrated on the traditional 
dates (rather than on the nearest Saturday, as has been the case for the past 
13 years) seemed bound for a happy outcome (from the church's view) when 
parliament passed the necessary amendment to the Ecclesiastical Act last 
November [EPS 85.05.24]. 


But that was not the end of the matter after all, because for the law to take 
effect, it requires President Mauno Koivisto's signature. He finally signed 
it in late January, but dated it so that it will not take effect until 1992, 
instead of 1987 as had been expected. 


Koivisto's decision has led to a highly polemical public debate, in which the 
constitutional experts, legislators, the chancellor of justice (attorney 
general), trade unions, and employers' federations, the church and, last but 
not least, the president himself, have expressed their views. 


The president's action has been interpreted as going to the outer limit of his 
constitutional powers, if not beyond them. Though the constitution allows 
the president to either approve or reject bills, he is not allowed to change 
them. Postponing the bill's effect is said by some to be such a change. 


SELK Archbishop John Vikstré6m immediately announced his disappointment and 
astonishment. The church would have been willing for a postponement of one 
or two years, he said, but not six. Vikstrém speculated that perhaps the 
postponement is being used as a way to bury the whole issue, under pressure 
from various groups. (It was on the initiative of unions and employers’ 
federations that the holidays were moved to the weekend in the early 1970s.) 
Central to the whole debate is the synod's insistence that Epiphany and 
Ascension remain public holidays even after they are restored to their 
original place on the calendar. 


Koivisto has criticized not only drafters of the bill, but also the 
Ecclesiastical Act itself, as a limitation on parliament's freedom to act. 
The fact that only deputies who are also SELK members can vote on amendments 
to the act (originally approved in 1869 when Finland was an autonomous grand 
duchy within the Russian empire) has again aroused adverse comment. 


Indeed, the synod itself has come out in favour of removing this restriction, 
but only after the ongoing process of revising the legislation has been 
completed, and the act divided in two. After that, parliament would only 
deal with the part concerning church-state relations; matters of church 
doctrine and life would no longer be covered by civil law, but rather by the 
church's own internal regulations. It is expected that a bill to implement 
the proposed revision will be complete by the end of the decade. 


The debate sparked off by the president's move has also prompted media debate 
on church-state relations in general. Earlier, the view in both church and 
state circles was that those relations need minor adjustment, at most. Now, 
however, voices demanding a clearer line of demarcation between the two 
institutions may become louder. - EPS 


NORTH, LATIN AMERICAN THEOLOGIANS Ecumenical Press 
DISCUSS JUSTICE AND JUSTIFICATION Service 86.02.48 


[This item is abridged and adapted from "Lutheran World Information”. ] 


MEXICO CITY - In a “conference of theologians of the Americas”, 26 scholars 
met here last December to try to reach new understandings of “justification 
and justice”. Sponsored by the American Lutheran Church, the event brought 
together 24 Lutherans and two Methodists from North and Latin America. 
Describing its work as “intense” and “difficult”, the group concluded with a 
statement that reflects unity while raising many questions for the church and 
theological seminaries. 


In a concluding statement, the theologians urge church support for self- 
determination in Central America, and awareness of the “stranglehold” of 
international economic systems on third-world countries. 


Keynote speaker José Miguez Bonino opened the conference with a discussion of 
“biblical roots of justice”. A Methodist, Miguez is professor emeritus at 
Union Evangelical Seminary, Buenos Aires. Robert Marshall, a seminary 
professor and former bishop of the Lutheran Church in America, responded. 


Miguez's thesis set the stage for six days of encounter between contemporary 
Latin American liberation theology and classical Lutheran thinking about the 
doctrine of justification by grace through faith. His thesis was that "the 
biblical notion of justice is neither an inference from God's nature or 
attributes, nor an ethical reflection on human virtue, but a notion 
descriptive of [God's] liberation action experienced from within a situation 
of oppression”. 


Miguez traced his understanding of justice to Old Testament references to “the 
righteous acts of the Lord” in the lives of the people, particularly “the 


peasantry of Israel”. He put Jesus' message in the midst of this tradition 
of justice for the captives, poor, and hungry: “It is the invitation to enter 
this new realm through repentance and trust, To place oneself under this 


sovereignty is to enter the domain of God's justice, to follow ... Jesus.” 


Marshall underscored the unity of justification and justice: "In the church, 
faith in God's justifying action and God's justice belong together. Justice 
is not a privilege for those who confess faith in justification. God intends 
justice for all people in the whole creation.” Miguez added, “Justification 
is separate from justice only methodologically, not pastorally. Our task 
here is to see how justice and justification get inserted into each other.” 


The trilingual conference involved presentations and responses related to six 
themes: biblical roots of justice; justification in the Americas; the 
viability of Luther today; interpreting the doctrine of the two kingdoms; 
dependence, liberation, and justification; and pastoral dimensions of 
liberation. 


In her presentation on the pastoral dimensions of liberation, Phyllis Anderson 
of Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, said, “In the affluent 
congregations of North America, the pastoral focus on the immediate need of 
the community will mean helping them to become free to become part of the 
global struggle for liberation. ... Rich world congregations which take the 
risk to be in solidarity with the poor will find that they gain more than they 
give", she said. “They receive from those who have nothing a continual 
revelation of reality, of evil at the deepest level and of hope at its most 
sublime. The rich live in isolation from the poor at the expense of their 
own full humanity.” - EPS 


CEREMONY, PROTEST, ECUMENISM Ecumenical Press 
MARK POPE'S VISIT TO INDIA Service 86.02.49 


NEW DELHI - Ceremony, drama, emotion, protest, and ecumenism marked Pope John 
Paul's 10-day visit to India this month. While the Indian government rolled 
out the red carpet, a 21-gun salute, and a presidential welcome at the airport 
here, right-wing Hindu groups organised demonstrations elsewhere in the city. 


Protests focused on conversion of poor and low-caste Indians by foreign 
missionaries. The major organisation of Hindu resurgence, the Rashtriya 
Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS), published a booklet linking the Roman Catholic Church 
with US imperialism. The RSS leader, Balasaheb Deoras, called for a public 
statement from the pope that all religions are alike. Such protests, some 
said, reflected "a residue of bitterness" from the old link of Christian 
mission with imperialism. 


Within the church, too, there was criticism from some clergy, who objected to 
the expense and pomp of the papal tour. However, hundreds of thousands 
flocked to masses celebrated by the pope in 13 cities across this land of 800 
million people, more than 20 million of them numbered as Christians, about 
half of them Roman Catholics. (Most Indians are Hindus. ) 


Here, the pope met the dalai lama, Buddhist leader-in-exile of Tibet. Later, 
in Bombay, he was scheduled to meet Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, 
world Anglicanism's leading bishop. At the start of his tour, John Paul 
pledged to resolve calls for increased autonomy for the two Eastern-rite 
(formerly Orthodox) sections of Indian Roman Catholicism. 


After visiting Nobel-Peace-Prize-winner Mother Teresa's home for the destitute 
and dying in Calcutta, a visibly moved pope criticised wealthier nations for 


squandering money on “terrifying weapons of death and destruction”. — EPS 

SCHOLARS CONSIDER RELATION Ecumenical Press 
OF TWO CHURCH REFORMATIONS Service 86.02.50 
PRAGUE - In common usage, the Reformation refers to the l16th-century reform 


movement in the Western Church. Its prominent personalities include Luther, 
Calvin, and Henry VIII. The Reformation, however, was not as unitary as that 
word implies, and one can distinguish various reformations of the church. 


In that light, for four days (24-27 January), about 25 scholars and other 
church people met at the Comenius theology faculty here to discuss what they 
termed the First (pre-l6th-century) and the Radical ("“left" or “Anabaptist” 
wing in the l16th-century) Reformations. It was thought to be the first such 
gathering of representatives of all these various groupings to discuss what 
they have in common, and possibilities of ecumenical cooperation. 


The group came from the Church of the Brethren, Czechoslovak Hussite Church, 
Evangelical Church of the Czech Brethren, Hutterian Brethren, and the 
Mennonites, Moravians, Quakers, and Waldensians. 


Participants discussed the legacy of their ancestors, and the way this 
tradition plays a role in their respective denominations. Also, according to 
a report from the group, it "noted similarities and differences, acknowledged 
needed reforms, and addressed contemporary challenges in church and society.” 


Most of its discussion reportedly focused on the significance and authority of 
the Bible, Jesus' “sermon on the mount,” eschatology (the end times), and 
matters related to wealth and economics. - EPS 


Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia has new primate EPS 86.02.51 
NEW YORK - Archbishop Vitaly of Montreal and Canada is to succeed the late 
Metropolitan Philaret as primate of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of 
Russia, which separated from the Russian Orthodox Church after the Soviet 
revolution in 1917. Vitaly was chosen by lot (22 January) from among three 
candidates chosen by ballot of the ROCOR bishops at its headquarters here. 
Born in 1910 in what is now Leningrad, he becomes ROCOR metropolitan of 
eastern America and New York. — EPS 


South Africa denies visas to US church delegation EPS 86.02.52 
NEW YORK - The South African government has denied visas to a nine-member 


delegation from the [US] National Council of Churches. It planned a "pastoral 
visit" to the country last month. Methodist Bishop Philip Cousin, NCC 
president, said, “They can't handle the moral raising of the issue” of the 
country's policy of race separation with white supremacy (apartheid). - EPS 


First ecumenical Bible translation in Italian EPS 86.02.53 
MILAN - Nine years in the doing, the first ecumenical biblical translation in 
Italian was presented (21 January) at the Catholic University of Milan. - EPS 


Spanish Evangelical federation formed EPS 86.02.54 
MADRID - To jointly negotiate accords with the state, 10 denominations in 


Spain are forming a Federation of Evangelical Churches. Members are 
Seventh-day Adventists, Assembly of Brothers in Christ, Evangelical Baptist 
Union, Federation of Independent Churches, Churches of Christ, Spanish 
Evangelical Church, Spanish Reformed Episcopal Church, Fundamentalist 
Churches, Assemblies of God, and Evangelical Grouping. — EPS 


Australian Anglican archbishop refuses assent to two proposals EPS 86.02.55 
SYDNEY - Towards the end of last year, Donald Robinson, Anglican archbishop 


here, took the unprecedented step of refusing to assent to two ordinances 
passed by his diocesan _ synod. One would have allowed clergy, without 
reference to a bishop, to decide about requests for church weddings involving 
a divorced person. The other would have approved the ordination of women as 
deacons. Approval for the latter has already been given by several of the 
country's 24 Anglican dioceses. In another action, the diocesan synod 
endorsed the principle that “any person who has been authorised to deliver a 
sermon or sermons [be authorised] to preside at the Lord's Supper of holy 
communion” in some circumstances. The archbishop has indicated his opposition 
to that as well, and the synod resolution asked the diocesan standing 
committee to report on ways to overcome problems with the principle, which 
would mean that in some cases a priest or bishop would not have to lead the 
celebration of the eucharist. — EPS 


Australian RC bishops speak on Aborigines, abortion EPS 86.02.56 
CANBERRA - Australia's Roman Catholic bishops have called on the federal 
government to ensure that co-operation with Australia's states does not 
restrict it from fully meeting claims of aboriginal people to land rights. 
(To some extent Australian state and federal laws on aboriginal rights 
conflict, with some state legislation being much less supportive of aboriginal 
land claims.) In a separate statement, the bishops say that a proposed “bill 
of rights" introduced in the Australian parliament last October does not 
adequately protect the rights of unborn children. The government says the 
bill is not intended to modify Australia's existing abortion laws. - EPS 


Scripture Union offers Chinese Bible notes EPS 86.02.57 
HONG KONG - The Hong Kong Scripture Union Council said it would offer people 


travelling to China last month for Chinese New Year celebrations copies of the 
union's “Chinese notes” to give to Christians there. - EPS 


Simpfendorfer gets Audenshaw award EPS 86.02.58 
LONDON - Werner Simpfendérfer, retired general secretary of the Ecumenical 
Association of Laity Centres in Europe, received the 1985 Audenshaw Award, for 
“outstanding work in the development and education of the Christian laity." - 
EPS 


International Blue Cross seminar EPS 86.02.59 
HAMBURG - The International Federation of the Blue Cross is sponsoring an 


international seminar for specialists in treating alcoholics and for 

leaders of institutions (here, 1/7-22 February). Theme of the meeting is the 
“relation between professional treatment and Christian faith/spiritual care". 
= EPS 


Peruvian Peace Commission resigns EPS 86.02.60 
LIMA - Members of the Peruvian Peace Commission resigned (21 January). They 


cited lack of support for their work from Peruvian President Alan Garcia. He 
appointed the group last September to investigate and seek solutions to 
violence in the country. In its letter of resignation, the commission charged 
that many of their reports on human-rights violations have been ignored by the 
government. The commission includes a Roman Catholic auxiliary bishop here, 
Augusto Beuzeville. — EPS 


Anglican board criticizes government education policies EPS 86.02.61 
LONDON - Government policies on university-level education have been strongly 
criticized by the education board of the [Anglican] Church of England. The 
board was responding to a recent government green paper, "The Development of 
Higher Education into the 1990s". The board said the paper's philosophy 
“appears to be utilitarian and unadventurous”, and that it “offers neither 
inspiration nor vision for education development” at the university level. - 
EPS 

Irish Methodist president urges a rethink of Anglo-Irish accord EPS 86.02.62 
BELFAST —- President Hamilton Skillen of the Methodist Church in Ireland has 
urged UK Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher to "think again” about a UK-Republic 
of Ireland agreement of last year giving the Irish government some say in 
affairs in Northern Ireland, a UK province. Skillen says parts of the 
agreement are “totally unacceptable to the majority of people in Northern 
Ireland”. (The majority of the people in the Irish republic are Roman 
Catholic, the majority in Northern Ireland Methodist, Reformed (Presbyterian) 
and Anglican.) — EPS 


Canadian church reps meet with government on human rights EPS 86.02.63 
OTTAWA - Representatives of the Canadian church met here (23-24 January) with 
the government minister for external relations and other government officials 
in advance of the 42nd session of the UN human rights commission, which is 
meeting in Geneva 3 February-14 March. Among material prepared for the 
consultation are reports on Chile, El Salvador, Guatemala, and Peru by the 
Inter-Church Committee on Human Rights in Latin America - EPS 


Council for World Mission on South Africa EPS 86.02.64 
KINGSTON (Jamaica) - Meeting here (5-10 December), the executive committee of 


the London-based Council for World Mission (which groups several United and 
Reformed denominations) sent a message of solidarity to “the United 
Congregational Church of Southern Africa and their compatriots in their 
present struggle against the iniquity that is apartheid" (the South African 
system of race separation with white supremacy). The committee offered “our 
support to those who seek to establish a just and free society, and the right 
to self determination”. — EPS 


Diaconal association expands EPS 86.02.65 
BOSTON - From the beginning of the year, the [US Anglican] National Center for 
the Diaconate has the name North American Association for the Diaconate, so as 
to formally include Canadian concerns in its mandate. The first NAAD 
conference is planned for next year. — EPS 


Australia gets Eastern Orthodox theological college EPS 86.02.66 
REDFERN (Australia) - Australia's first Eastern Orthodox theological college, 
St Andrew's, is to open officially 23 February, with 14 first-year students. 
It is affiliated with Sydney University. - EPS 


African Pentecostal church rejects three bishops EPS 86.02.67 


NAIROBI - Benjamin Kahihia, archbishop in the African Independence Pentecostal 
Church of Africa, and two other bishops in the denomination, have been 
disciplined for allegedly causing disunity. The decision was taken following 
a three-day session of AIPCA members in a suburb of the Kenyan capital. - EPS 


Two Kenyan bishops warn on expulsions from ruling party EPS 86.02.68 
NAIROBI - Two bishops of the [Anglican] Church of the Province of Kenya have 
warned against expulsions from the Kenya African National Union (KANU), the 
country's only legal political party. During a sermon at an ordination, David 
Gitare, bishop of Mount Kenya East, said that as a mass movement, KANU should 
be able to accommodate differing views among its membership. Henry Okullu, 
bishop of Maseno South, warned against "the unjust denial of one's political 
freedom" in connection with the expulsion of some party members. - EPS 


Bishop says shuttle blast may be ‘blessing in disguise’ EPS 86.02.69 
LONDON - Speaking in the UK House of Lords, Hugh Montefiore, the Anglican 
bishop of Birmingham, said thah the US space shuttle disaster last month could 
be a “blessing in disguise" if it delayed research into the US “strategic 
defence initiative” ("Star Wars" programme). Members of the governing 
Conservative Party denounced Montefiore. One said he had “abandoned 
compassion for the bereaved, and those seven brave, brilliant lives cut off in 
this tragic way". - EPS 


Church involvement in ‘Haiti revolt' seen EPS 86.02.70 
PORT-AU-PRINCE - In a news analysis from here, London-based Reuter news agency 
says “the Roman Catholic Church has backed the [anti-government youth] 
movement through its radio stations and by providing refuge to the 
protesters, In the pulpit as well, priests have been given increasingly 
politicized sermons reflecting their anti-government leanings. Many Haitians 
in this overwhelmingly Catholic country say the real spark for the 
anti-Duvalier [Jean-Claude Duvalier is Haiti's president-for-life] movement 
was a visit in March 1983 by Pope John Paul, who pointedly told Haitians in 
their own Creole dialect: ‘Have courage; have faith; you can count on me.'" - 
EPS 


US seminary discontinues 'hands-on' miracles course EPS 86.02.71 
PASADENA (California/US) — A course on miracles that gave students “hands-on 
experience” has been temporarily discontinued by Fuller seminary here, after 
the seminary's theology faculty objected to it. School officials said the 
course would be resumed once changes were made in the format. Begun in 1982, 
it has drawn a maximum enrolment of 200. New York-based Religious News 
Service reported [28 January] that officials of the seminary's world missions 
school said the course was begun to give missionary-minded students 
experiences in praying for the sick and dealing with supernatural claims, "a 
very important part of Christian life and piety in Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America", said Paul Pierson, the school's dean. However, the theology faculty 
objected that what is appropriate in church is not always appropriate in a 
classroom setting. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Uffe Gjerding: “Ecumenical Trends in Diakonia Today” EPS 86.02.72 


[Gjerding is Europe secretary at the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 
This is excerpted from a presentation he made to a conference on diakonia 
(Christian service) last November (EPS 86.02.36). ] 


Diakonia and sharing belong to the essence of the church: 


Diakonia and worship: ... [The Orthodox concept of diakonia as “the liturgy 
after the liturgy” reminds us] that the church is not just another 
humanitarian, activist organization .... Although it can co-operate ... with 
such bodies, the church has its own specific source of inspiration - both its 
ethical motivation and its daily source of strength in ... the liturgy. In a 
time of history where despair and hopelessness prevail more and more, this 
specificity of Christian service becomes more and more important. ... 


Reading the signs of the times - social analysis: Even if we have a fine 
theology and spirituality, we are not helped much in our diaconal calling if 
we do not make a social analysis or what Jesus would call "reading the signs 
of the times” ... or “interpreting the kairos” .... This is a task that has 
to be carried out constantly anew and at all levels .... In this task, 
Christians and the church do not dispose special instruments of analysis. We 
must make use of all instruments available - economic, sociological, 
psychological, biological, etc. But on two points we as church have something 
special to say: 


(a) The gospel provides us with a positive bias in the light of which we 
interpret all information and analysis available. That is the perspective of 
what we can call "the preferential option for the poor”. ... (b) The 
ecumenical movement comprising Christians all over the world provides us with 
a unique instrument to gather information and interpret situations around the 
world. Local’ churches who are with the people often provide us with 
invaluable instruments of social analysis ... in all regions. ... 


Reviewing our diakonia in the world of today: Any serious in-depth analysis 
of our situation, wherever we be, seems to point to the need for the church to 
respond deaconally at two levels. One is at the curative level - “reaching 
out with a glass of water to the thirsty”. ... The need for such “ambulance” 
diakonia seems to grow day by day. Many fall by the wayside - not only in 
materially-poor societies, but also in industrialized consumer societies. 
The church has throughout the ages created structures and institutions to care 
for all the “losers”, It remains, however, a constant task for the church to 
review whether these institutions still meet the current needs, or whether 
they are outdated and need to be supplemented or replaced by new forms of 
response. In each situation there is also a constant need to compare with 
what other curative work is carried out by other humanitarian or governmental 
bodies in a process of mutual complementarity and challenge. 


But the ambulance or charity diakonia alone does not fulfil the diaconal 
calling of the churches today. Profound analysis shows that a preventive 
approach which attacks the root causes is essential. This we could call 
macro diakonia, political or prophetic diakonia. ... Such diakonia often 
challenges existing political structures and powers. In extreme cases ... 
confrontation may arise. Here Christians have sometimes come to. the 
conclusion that governments are an enemy to the people in the sense that they 
have become an obstacle to pursuing the common good of the people. But in 
most other cases, the role of the church is that of critical solidarity 
towards existing structures and governments. In every single case the church 
must ask what its role can be in nation-building and creating a just local, 
national, and global society. ... —- EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ninan Koshy: “Human Rights Violations in the Philippines" EPS 86.02.73 


[This item is excerpted from the director's introduction to a new publication 
in the “background information” series of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 

"Philippines: Testimonies of Human Rights Violations” was released on the eve 
of elections there (7 February), and was submitted to the UN Commission on 
Human Rights, which began its annual session (3 February) in Geneva. The 
manuscript was prepared by an ecumenical committee co-chaired by LaVerne 
Mercado, general secretary of the National Council of Churches in the 
Philippines, and Mariani Dimanaran, director of a task force on detainees in 
the Philippines. Seven church-related human-rights organizations were 
involved: in the committee's work. A copy of the 150-page publication is 
available to journalists on request to WCC/CCIA, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20.] 


.. The present documentation consists of four major sections: torture, 
disappearances, salvaging and hamletting. Each section has a general 
introduction on the phenomenon and is followed by testimonies. While for the 
sake of convenience as well as clarity of presentation, separate cases are 
taken to illustrate the phenomena of torture, disappearances, and extra- 
judicial executions, ... in many cases the same person undergoes all these. 


Amnesty International, in its book "Torture in the Eighties”, said: “Torture 
does not occur simply because individual torturers are sadistic, even if 


testimonies verify that they often are. Torture is usually part of the 
state-controlled machinery to suppress dissent. It is most often used as an 
integral part of a government's security strategy. Concentrated in the 


torturer's electrode or syringe is the power and responsibility of the state.” 


The central committee of the World Council of Churches in 1982 described 
extra-judicial executions as “the unlawful and deliberate extinction of life 
outside any judicial process and in denial of the protection of the law 
carried out by order of a government, with its consent, or in complicity or 
collusion with government officials. 


Such atrocities are not confined to the Philippines. In fact, they are 
becoming more widespread in many countries which go down the road of perverted 
national security doctrines and under regimes sustained by militarization. 
The focus on phenomena like torture and extra-judicial executions should not 
make us overlook the larger and deeper issues of human rights that lie behind 
them. Rural poverty, exploitation of peasants and workers, genocidal acts 
against ethnic minorities, dislocation and uprooting caused by transnational 
corporations ... are well known. In fact, the victims described in this 
publication are mostly those who defend the rights of workers and peasants. 


Many of them are workers in churches or action groups, related to them. 
Primarily responding to the claims of the gospel on their lives, challenged by 
the exploitation of those to whom they minister, they often emerge as 
defenders of human rights. They easily become targets of the ... security 
forces. In most of the cases their faith is deepened and their commitment 
strengthened in the solidarity of their suffering with the oppressed. 


Karl Gaspar in his prison reflections entitled "How Long?” says: "The 
disciple is no greater than the Master. As Jesus went through torture in the 
process of expressing his willingness to redeem humanity, so we too must be 
ready to go through such a dehumanizing experience as we join in the struggle 


for the liberation of our people. ... It is a tribute to the human will that 
most detainees are able to survive and to show that the body may be broken but 
not the will to dream and to struggle.” ... - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Vittorio Bacchetta: "Ecumenism in Brazil” EPS 86.02.74 
[This item is abridged and adapted from "“Latinamerica Press" (23 January). ] 


Brazil has no strong ecumenical movement, despite the fact that it has one of 
the most progressive Roman Catholic bishops' conferences in the world and many 
strong, socially-active Protestant bodies. Until the 1950s, ecumenical 
relations were largely determined by the many expressions of Christianity 
arriving from Europe and the US. Since then, rapid changes in Brazilian 
society have profoundly affected ecumenical co-operation. 


Protestant denominations that came to Brazil were initially marked by deep 
anti-Catholic sentiment. Most came into existence in direct opposition to 
Rome; on reaching Brazil they were determined to promote an enlightened 
liberalism among their followers. In the face of a Roman Catholicism solidly 
established since the days of the Portuguese conquerors, and closely allied 
with the country's elites, Protestants pulled together not only out of 
religious conviction but also in self-defence. 


Although Protestants regarded Roman Catholicism as their main rival, they also 
experienced friction among themselves, derived above all from the attitude of 
more fundamentalist groups, which saw themselves as the only true interpreters 
of the gospel. Nevertheless, when the ecumenical movement began to grow in 
Europe and the US, Brazilian churches also became more flexible. 


An example of this new flexibility was the Evangelical Confederation of 
Brazil, formed during the 1930s, which brought together almost all Protestants 
in a shared effort of evangelization and Christian education. It published 
literature for all the denominations and initiated social action programmes. 
In the 1950s, these ecumenical programmes developed strong links with social 
and trade union movements taking root throughout the country. 


New ecumenical organizations developed, including the Brazilian Student 
Christian Union, Church and Society Movement and a Brazilian affiliate of the 
Latin American Union of Evangelical Youth. These bodies pursued forms of 
theological reflection that supported their political commitment to. the 
creation of a more just society. They developed at a moment when historic 
Protestantism had become acutely aware of its isolation from the mainstream of 
Brazilian life. These movements helped Protestants become involved in 
Brazilian culture, and grapple with the economic and social problems suffered 
by the majority of Brazilians. 


Organizations of young people active in political and labour struggles were 
also developing within Roman Catholicism. These included youth movements 
such as the Young Catholic Workers and the Young Catholic Students. Their 
identification with working-class liberation struggles was also marked by a 
militant ecumenism, and Catholic and Protestant groups worked easily side by 
side. However, after the 1964 military coup these organizations were 
outlawed and their members often persecuted. This policy was tacitly 
condoned by many Catholic and Protestant leaders. 


‘During the 1960s, Brazilian Protestantism was marked above all by the rapid 
growth of the Pentecostal churches among the poor. Competition over the 
religious turf not occupied by the Pentecostals largely defined the concerns 
of other Protestant denominations during this period. Since then, historic 
Protestantism has tended to emphasize a more “spiritual” approach to social 
problems. This has nurtured a growing charismatic movement in the cities - 
the “pentecostalization” of historic Protestantism, is occurring mostly among 
middle class Brazilians who adopt forms of worship and ecumenical attitudes 
that are completely different from those of traditional pentecostalism. —(over) 


brazil/2 


An example of this new pentecostal style is the Church of the New Life, 


founded by Canadian missionary Robert McAlister. The church has a 
hierarchical organization complete with bishops, but is a member of the 
International Communion of Charismatic Churches. At the same time, it is 


open to dialogue with sectors of Roman Catholicism. 


New forms of theological reflection and pastoral practice that have developed 
within Roman Catholicism in recent years have nurtured such dialogue, notably 
new Roman Catholic stress on Christology, and pastoral policies that encourage 
the people to use the Bible and to participate actively in church life. 
Brazilian Catholics have come to regard Protestants not as enemies but as 
persons to whom the gospel has also spoken. 


Within Protestantism as well, new factors have encouraged ecumenical 
co-operation. Continent-wide meetings held during the 1970s led to the 
formation of the Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI) in 1982. 


Encouraged by this new openness, progressive Protestants and Catholics have 
formed the Ecumenical Service Commission (CESE), which supports projects that 
link the witness of the churches with grassroots struggles. However, the 
vigor with which the Brazilian Catholic church has acted on Vatican II 
mandates has encountered resistance in some sectors, 


Thus, in the last few years, ecumenism has taken on diverse expressions even 
within one denomination. These expressions correspond to specific theological 
and pastoral options, and can be broadly divided into four tendencies: 


Progressive grassroots ecumenism: This tendency's institutional embodiment is 
the National Council of Christian Churches (CONIC), created in 1982. Some 
Roman Catholic bishops, and Lutheran, Methodist, Reformed, and Anglican 
representatives take part. 


Third-way ecumenism; Mostly found within traditional Protestantism, this form 
of ecumenism is fostered by groups such as US-based World Vision. They run 
Bible study courses for lay leaders and pastors, summer camps for young 
people, and promote social development projects that are presented as 
ideologically neutral; in theory they reject both capitalism and socialism in 
favour of a third way. Critics charge that their real purpose is to promote 
US values among the Brazilian poor. 


Charismatic ecumenism: This is an association between the Protestant and 
Catholic charismatic movements, backed by some Roman Catholic bishops. 


Neo-conservative ecumenism: Strongly supported from outside the country, this 
tendency is exemplified by “electronic church" evangelical crusades - massive 
tv and radio campaigns that preach a generic religiosity reflecting the 
political right. 


Now that Brazil has returned to democratic rule, greater ecumenical 
co-operation appears likely. However, church observers here are pessimistic 
about the resurgence of a body such as the Evangelical Confederation of the 
1930s. The progressive CONIC also appears to be threatened by conservative 
winds in parts of the Roman Catholic hierarchy. 


At least for the near future, historic Protestantism seems likely to remain 
divided and weak, forced to defend itself against a conservative onslaught 
from the US-funded religious right, while progressive Catholic leaders 
struggle to legitimate the autonomy gained in the last two decades. - EPS 
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SHOPTALK (53/05) 
New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): 


Will the Future Work?: Values for Emerging Patterns of Work and 
Employment, edited by David Gosling and Howard Davis. It costs 14.90 
Swiss francs, 7.25 US dollars, 4.95 UK pounds. It includes major papers 
presented at a September 1984 consultation on the future of work in 
industrialized countries (EPS 84.09.48). 


Weep Not. for Me: Meditations on the Cross and the Resurrection, by John 
V. Taylor. It costs 6.90 Swiss francs, 3.50 US dollars, 2.25 UK 
pounds. It includes five meditations given during Holy Week last year 
in the chapel of the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva. 


Number 128 in the series of “Faith and Order Papers” is Orthodox Perspectives 
on Baptism, Eucharist, and Ministry, edited by Gennadios Limouris and Nomikos 
Michael Vaporis. It includes papers from the inter-Orthodox symposium on 
baptism, eucharist, and ministry last June near Boston (EPS 85.06.30, 07.02). 
A copy is available to journalists on request to WCC/F&0, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. 


The Lutheran World Federation (Box 66, CH-121l Geneva 20) has published its 
Lutheran Communication Directory 1986. Besides comprehensive listings of 


Lutheran communication contacts, it includes listings for the World Council of 
Churches and a dozen Christian World Communions. 


The WCC Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service has 
available on request (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) two situation reports - on 


typhoon damage in Vietnam (no. 7, 27 January), and floods in Puerto Rico (no. 
1, 22 January). 


A new information service from the Baptist World Alliance (6733 Curran Street, 
McLean VA 22101-3804 USA) is now appearing. John M. Wilkes, director of the 
BWA communications division is responsible for it. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Let 
us know if you want to be on the EPS telex list. 


EPS deadline: Most weeks, it is Tuesday at 8h00 GMT. 


This EPS was printed 13 February. 


LESOTHO CHURCH REPS Ecumenical Press 
URGE RECONCILIATION Service 86.02.75 


MASERU (Lesotho) - In a statement (29 January) after the relatively-bloodless 
military coup here (20 January), the Christian Council of Lesotho issued a 
statement urging King Moshoeshoe II and the military council to “persist 
relentlessly in progress towards peace and national reconciliation which has 
already begun”. The government subsequently announced an amnesty for all 
exiles from Lesotho and release of political detainees. 


In addition, the council urged “all moves towards the normalisation of real 
and popular political participation of all whose right it is to take part in 
this country’s future", so as to overcome the "real hurts and tragedies which 
have befallen many in this country through a government unwilling to hear the 
voice of those who are politically marginalized”. 


Addressing the church, the council statement urges it to "pursue the 
possibility of national reconciliation, and to put aside all bigoted and petty 
differences which have up to now existed". It observes that “many of the 
political divisions which have been apparent in our society have been 
duplicated among the churches”. 


In a subsequent message (31 January) to the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches, CCL describes the situation as "very quiet and ... [seemingly] 
stable. There have been no recriminations and certainly no shooting or 
harassment of any description.” On the subject of deportations of noted 
opponents of South Africa, the message describes them as “very far reaching”. 
It reports that church leaders met with the king in a “productive meeting” and 
that it is “likely that all political detainees are soon to be released. We 
are presently involved in negotiating bail.” 


In the weeks prior to the coup, South Africa, which surrounds Lesotho, imposed 
a virtual blockade on the country in connection with South African charges 
that armed personnel of the African National Congress, banned in South Africa, 
were operating from Lesotho. 


Last December, an international, ecumenical delegation under the auspices of 
the WCC and the Nairobi-based All Africa Conference of Churches visited 
Lesotho. In their report, prepared before the coup, the visitors note the 
church record of “serious efforts for reconciliation in the country, from the 
70s. However, in the past, perceptions about political affiliations of 
particular denominations had created mistrust. Today, it can be said that all 
churches share concern about the political situation in general, and the 
human-rights situation in particular.” Among the group's five recommendations 
is that there be “much wider international publicity regarding violations of 
human rights" there. 


In a post-coup postscript, Ninan Koshy, WCC international affairs director and 
a member of the delegation observed that "it was almost ironic that Chief 
Jonathan, who came to power with South Africa's support, and for much of his 
career as prime minister served its interests, and whose authoritarian rule 
has grossly violated human rights of the Basotho people, could make his exit 
as ‘a progressive’ and ‘fighter against apartheid'.” 


In Geneva, the World Alliance of Reformed Churches reported (12 February) that 
five ministers in the new government were members of the Lesotho Evangelical 
[Reformed] Church, which, with the Roman Catholic Church in Lesotho, accounts 
for the bulk of the country's Christians. Besides those two, the Christian 
Council of Lesotho groups Anglican, Methodist, and Pentecostal (Assembly of 
God) jurisdictions. - EPS 


ENGLISH ANGLICANS DEBATE Ecumenical Press 
URBAN PRIORITIES REPORT Service 86.02.76 


LONDON (Robert Nowell) - Only one or two hands were raised to vote against 
agreement by the general synod of the [Anglican] Church of England to welcome 
“Faith in the City", a controversial report on inner-city problems, and to 
commend it to the church, government, and nation for study, discussion, and 
action. There were but four decidedly negative speeches, two by Conservative 
members of Parliament (MPs), when the synod met (4-6 February). 


MP John Stokes said the report stressed over and over again the need for state 


and collective action rather than individual action and regeneration. Nels 
believe the first priority must be the salvation of souls and the individual 
regeneration of the people who live in these areas”, he said. Businessman 


James Pringle warned: “If we pursue this route of meddling in politics, then 
it will only hasten the demise of the Church of England.” 


MP Peter Bruinvels said what they were looking for was an end to inefficient 
and misguided increases in public expenditure and ill-directed passion. He 
said it was up to the individual to help the inner city, for example by buying 
British. "In 24 months if every family spent an extra 5 pounds, 580,000 new 
jobs would be created", he added. Lawyer Paul Rippon argued: "We have no 
particular expertise nor authority to pass judgement on these most detailed 
proposals”, 


Introducing the synod's more than seven hours of debate, Archbishop of 
Canterbury Robert Runcie, said: “Not for another generation are we likely to 
be presented with so comprehensive a challenge to the Church of England to 
play its part in healing a wound which threatens the health and strength of 
the whole nation.” He added: “If in the inner cities the conditions of life 
are hideously wrong, this is bound to determine the response to the gospel by 
the individual and must influence the way the gospel is presented”. 


Bishop of Liverpool David Sheppard, a member of the commission which drew up 
the report, pointed out that precisely what 19th-century English Anglicanism 
had done had been what critics like Stokes wanted - to concentrate on the 
salvation of souls, and promote self-help. This encouraged people to move 
out of the district, “and that selective mobility of the self-confident has 
been one of the central factors in making urban priority areas what they are”, 
he said. 


The synod also endorsed specific recommendations of the report aimed at the 
church, including setting up a 10-million-UK-pound Church Urban Fund. But by 
207 votes to 197, with 17 abstentions, it rejected an amendment which would 
have set up a commission on black Anglican concerns - a recommendation of the 
report which the synod's standing committee had decided would involve too much 
overlapping and duplication, though after such a close vote, the standing 
committee indicated it would look at the proposal again. 


Moving this defeated amendment, one of the synod's few black members, Ivor 
Smith-Cameron, a priest, said Britain's mainstream church failed its black 
members. When black Anglicans arrived in Britain they had been offered by 
their own church what he called “the icicle treatment”. 


“In lots of ways we black people have very nearly given up on the church", he 
said. The real miracle seemed to him that so many black Anglicans still 
retained their loyalty, love and faithfulness to the Church of England. “We 
black Anglicans are invisible in our church despite our considerable presence 
within it numerically”, he said. - EPS 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
DELEGATION IN HAITI VISIT Service 86.02.77 


PORT-AU-PRINCE - A five-person delegation from the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) scheduled a visit to Haiti (13-18 February) in the wake of the change of 
government. Besides the pastoral visit to the church here, the group's second 
objective was to “observe the evolving situation in the country, and to report 
to the ecumenical community world-wide on steps to take for strengthening the 
[Haitian] churches' witness and service”. 


Requests for the visit came from the Caribbean Conference of Churches (CCC) 
and the Methodist Church in the Caribbean and the Americas, a WCC member. 
Among the group's hosts is the new Haitian education minister, Rosny 
Desroches. The group included Jacques Maury, president of the Protestant 
Federation of France; Allan Kirton, CCC general secretary; William Nottinghan, 
president of the overseas ministries division of the US-based Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ); Jean Fischer, general-secretary-designate of the 
Conference of European Churches; and Charles Harper, secretary of the WCC 
Human Rights Resources Office for Latin America. - EPS 


WEST GERMAN CHURCH ACTION GROUPS Ecumenical Press 
URGE 'GRASSROOTS' PEACE COUNCIL Service 86.02.78 


SIEVERSHAUSEN (FRG) - Representatives of more than 30 church-linked peace, 
third-world, and environmental groups from five Lutheran and Reformed 
Landeskirchen (regional churches) in the FRG (West Germany) held their first 
working session (here, 31 January-2 February) as the "Ecumenical Network in 
Lower Saxony for Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation”. 


Among other things, the group strongly opposed what it sees as a tendency of 
FRG church leaders to make a proposed international, church-related “peace 
council” a church-leaders-only meeting more important than a planned world 
conference on “justice, peace, and the integrity of creation" in 1990 under 
the auspices of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 


Those involved in the network consider themselves a kind of loyal opposition 
to church leaders who, they say, inadequately represent action groups such as 
theirs, and are too conservative and insufficiently ecumenical. The five 
Landeskirchen in question are the Evangelical Lutheran Churches in/of 
Hannover, Brunswick, Oldenburg, and Schaumburg-Lippe, and the Evangelical- 
Reformed Church in Northwestern Germany. — EPS 


PHILIP POTTER GETS Ecumenical Press 
NIWANO PEACE PRIZE Service 86.02.79 


TOKYO - Philip Potter, who retired at the end of 1984 as the third general 
secretary of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, has been awarded the 
1986 Niwano Peace Prize. The Niwano Peace Foundation was funded by Rissho 
Kosei-Kai, a lay Buddhist organization based here. Potter is to receive his 
20-million-Japanese-yen prize 22 April. It goes each year to an individual or 
organization "making a significant contribution to world peace through 
promoting interreligious co-operation.” 

The foundation specially mentioned four fields of Potter's activity - “the 
nuclear disarmament movement, the struggle against racism and for human 
rights, the relief and rehabilitation of refugees and victims of war and 
disaster, and ... interfaith dialogue". Previous winners are Brazilian Roman 
Catholic Archbishop Helder Camara (1983); Homer Jack, retired secretary- 
general of the Geneva-based World Conference on Religion and Peace (1984); and 
Zhao Pu Chu, president of the Buddhist Association of China (1985). — EPS 


ATTACKS ON PERUVIAN Ecumenical Press 
CHRISTIANS DETAILED Service 86.02.80 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Lima-based Latinamerica Press (16 
January). ] 


LIMA (Esteban Cuya) - The Peace and Hope Commission of the National 
Evangelical Council of Peru has released a detailed report documenting human- 
rights violations against evangelicals living in Andean provinces’ under 
military control. 


The report, which covers abuses in 1983, 1984 and 1985 by the armed forces and 
Sendero Luminoso insurgents, says 86 members of evangelical congregations, 
including 12 pastors, have been killed in violence affecting the region; 18 
have disappeared and another 26 are being held on charges of terrorism in 
prisons in Ayacucho, Huancavelica, Callao, and Lima. The report says 58 
percent of the atrocities against evangelicals have been committed by the 
guerrillas. 


The vast majority of evangelicals living in Peru's southern Andes are simple, 
non-political peasants who are strongly anti-communist, and oppose armed 
struggle. Some even view the struggle against the guerrillas as a “war 
against demonic forces", and several Pentecostal leaders have urged their 
followers to take up arms against Sendero. 


Moreover, because evangelicals have a deep, often exaggerated respect for 
authority, military officers in charge of counterinsurgency efforts in the 
region have brought many evangelicals into the army's system of civil defence 
patrols to combat the guerrillas. Many pastors have volunteered to organize 
these patrols. Because of these attitudes, Sendero has sometimes targeted the 
region's evangelicals as an obstacle to its struggle. 


At the same time, Sendero youth began joining evangelical congregations in 
order to obtain membership cards. Because evangelical churches established a 
reputation of total opposition to guerrillas, anyone who could prove he or she 
was an evangelical was initially spared harassment or arrest by the military. 


However, when the armed forces went through the belongings of guerrillas 
killed in shoot-outs, they found many had cards identifying them as members of 
one or another evangelical church. Military units then began to attack 
evangelical congregations. Several evangelical leaders were killed; at the 
end of 1983 the armed forces killed six evangelical youths. In August 1984, 
six members of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church in Callqui were shot 
outside their chapel. 


Evangelicals are sometimes suspected of being Sendero sympathizers because of 
their Christian practice of giving food and shelter to strangers visiting 
their communities. Frequently, visitors turn out to be guerrillas or 
guerrilla sympathizers. 


The commission, begun in August 1984, is an attempt to help evangelicals 


caught in this violence. It has given legal aid and material assistance to 
families fleeing repression, as well as to political prisoners and family 
members of the disappeared. The commission is attempting to create a 


solidarity network linking evangelicals throughout Peru with their victimized 
brothers and sisters. 


The National Evangelical Council of Peru represents approximately 80 percent 
of the country's evangelicals. About 98 percent of Peru's 20 million or so 
people are counted as Christians, almost all of them Roman Catholics.- EPS 


GUYANA CHURCH ATTACKS Ecumenical Press 
PROMPT REGIONAL PROTEST Service 86.02.81 


[This item is based on material from Lima-based "Latinamerica Press” (30 
January) and Rome-based IPS news agency (11 February). ] 


GEORGETOWN - The new government of Guyana provoked widespread protest in the 
Caribbean recently with heavy-handed actions against church representatives. 


After consolidating its power in elections (9 December), the ruling People's 
National Congress dramatically demonstrated that it would not tolerate public 
opposition by ransacking church leaders’ homes, expelling a Roman Catholic 
priest who had worked in Guyana for 21 years, and denying entry to a foreign 
religious representative who came to protest the expulsion. 


Observers said the December crackdown was strikingly similar in style to 
repressive actions meted out by PNC founder Forbes Burnham who ruled the 
country from 1964 until his death last August. Burnham's successor as 
president, Desmond Hoyte, gives every sign of continuing harassment of PNC 
opponents. 


Even before official election results gave the PNC 42 of the 53 parliamentary 
seats, the country's Roman Catholic and Anglican bishops joined six civic 
organizations to condemn electoral irregularities. The results were also 
challenged by opposition political parties. 


Anglican Bishop Randolph George, Roman Catholic Bishop Benedict Singh, 
officials of the Guyana Bar Association, the Guyana Human Rights Association 
and representatives of leading trade unions released a statement charging that 
“the familiar and sordid catalogue of widespread disenfranchisement, multiple 
voting, ejection of polling agents, threats, intimidation, violence and 
collusion by police and army personnel characterized the poll”. 


Several days later, Guyanese police cited the National Security Act and raided 
the homes of several church leaders in search of weapons. 


After that, the government served an expulsion order on Patrick Connors, a 
51-year-old British Jesuit priest who had been working in Guyana for more than 
two decades. The government said Connors engaged in “undesirable conduct” 
injurious to the state. 


While the deportation order was being challenged in the courts, church leaders 
throughout the Caribbean expressed outrage at the decision. After a church 
request, the governments of Trinidad and Barbados offered Connors temporary 
asylum. 


In addition, several of the region's Roman Catholic bishops and the Moravian 
bishop of Antigua and Barbuda visited Guyana in an attempt to negotiate 
alternatives to Connors’ deportation. 


However, the government detained Anthony Dickson, Roman Catholic bishop of 
Bridgetown-Kingstown (Barbados) at the airport on his arrival. He thus became 
the first church leader ever denied entry into an English-speaking Caribbean 
country. 


In a radio broadcast on New Year's Eve, Hoyte said his government would not 
abide any outside interference in the country's domestic affairs. He 
described 1986 as a “stand-up year", against what he termed an open season of 
attacks against his administration. - (over) 


guyana/2 


Cuthbert Woodrofe, Anglican archbishop of the West Indies and bishop of the 
Windward Islands, deplored developments in Guyana and said the government was 
clearly demonstrating its insecurity. Other church leaders, including the 
entire Barbados Christian Council, called on Caribbean governments to _ show 
disapproval of human rights violations in Guyana. 


Allan Kirton, general secretary of the Caribbean Conference of Churches, 
charged that church oppression in Guyana went back 20 years, “during which the 
ruling party in this unfortunate country set out to take over church-owned 
schools without compensation, denied free movement of priests within the 
country,’ engaged in vitriolic attacks on church leaders and especially against 
those of the Roman Catholic Church [and] campaigned against, and harassed 
continually the 'Catholic Standard'” newspaper and its editor. 


He added that the conference intended to give “the strongest possible support” 
to creation of a human-rights treaty for the Caribbean Community (Caricom), “a 
treaty that would have teeth, thereby making it impossible for any government 
to deny its people the right to freely choose a government and still remain a 
member of the community”, which groups 13 English-speaking Caribbean states. 


Barbados Prime Minister Bernard St John recently said his government would be 
pushing ahead with plans to have such a treaty implemented in order to prevent 
electoral rigging and rights violations in any Caricom state. The governments 
of St Lucia and St Vincent have also denounced electoral irregularities in 
Guyana. 


St John sent former Prime Minister Errol Barrow, a Caricom founder, to Guyana 
to meet with Hoyte and express growing regional concern about his government's 
human-rights record. A growing lobby is calling for the transfer of Caricom 
headquarters from here, Guyana's capital, to some other country. 


Later, however, Hoyte, “buoyed by the success of his recent consultations with 
other Caribbean ... heads of government”, according to Rome-based IPS news 
agency (11 February), turned his attention to church critics, hosting a 
meeting of “dialogue and reconciliation” with a group of Roman Catholics. 


Among those present were Fielden Singh, leader of the opposition United Force, 
and brother of Singh the bishop. After the meeting, Fielden Singh called it a 
“genuine approach to bring about peace and reconciliation. There has been 
dialogue, and there will be further dialogue.” 


Shortly before the meeting, a clergy association here called for constructive 
efforts to “restore a climate of brotherhood and reconciliation in our 
country.” The "Catholic Standard," which has sharply criticized the PNC 
government, said clergy agreed to “resist the temptation to seek sterile 
revenge for the suffering the church has experienced over the years.” 


When Burnham's administration imposed drastic austerity measures in 1984, 
prohibiting many food imports, thousands of Guyanese emigrated from their 
homeland. Meanwhile, the country has been engaged in a long-standing battle 
with its major creditor, the International Monetary Fund, which has been 
threatening to cut off funds if the country does not make headway in paying 
its debts of 800 million US dollars. 


About half of Guyana's approximately 900,000 people are counted as 
Christians. About two-thirds of the other half are Hindus, and most of the 
rest Muslims. More than half the Christians are either Roman Catholics or 
Anglicans, - EPS 


Former Salvation Army world leader dies EPS 86.02.82 
LONDON - Frederick Coutts, 86, world leader of the Salvation Army from 1963 
until his retirement in 1969 has died, the army reported (6 February). -— EPS 


South African Council of Churches reports hunger strike EPS 86.02.83 
JOHANNESBURG - The South African Council of Churches reported (11 February) 


that 50 people being held in Diepkloof prison here have begun an indefinite 
hunger strike in support of their demand for the lifting of the state of 
emergency, the withdrawal of troops from black townships, and the immediate 
and unconditional release of all detainees. The hunger strikers also list 
several complaints about conditions of their confinement. The SACC commented 
that “the conditions under which emergency detainees in Diepkloof prison are 
being held highlight once again the inhumanity of the detention system. We 
are particularly concerned about the continued detention of minors under 
security legislation.” The council urged Sunday, 16 February, as a "day of 
fasting and prayer in solidarity with the prisoners of apartheid", the South 
African system of race separation with white supremacy. - EPS 


Lutheran World Federation fills two new staff posts EPS 86.02.84 
GENEVA - The officers of the Lutheran World Federation have filled two new 
staff positions. From 1 June, the assistant general secretary for 


international affairs and human rights is Paul Wee, currently general 
secretary of New York-based Lutheran World Ministries. From 1 August, the 
assistant general secretary for ecumenical affairs is Jonas Johnson, currently 
professor of missiology at the University of Uppsala. Both are pastors, Wee 
in the American Lutheran Church, Johnson in the Church of Sweden. —- EPS 


Missouri Synod Lutherans reiterate opposition to female pastors EPS 86.02.85 
ST LOUIS - The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, which does not ordain women, 


has issued a report reiterating its position that "the creational pattern of 
male headship requires that women not hold the formal position of the 
authoritative public teaching office in the church, that is, in the office of 
pastor”. However, it also reaffirms a 1969 LCMS decision that women may vote 
at congregational meetings. It cautions about allowing others than pastors to 
read lessons during worship, or to assume any other role which might be 
understood as an assumption of the pastoral role, or a disregard for the 
“scriptural principles concerning the service of women in the church". Most 
Lutherans in the world and in the US allow women to be pastors, though that is 
not the case in the Lutheran denominations in Tanzania and Finland, each of 
which counts more than a million members. — EPS 


Baptists launch logo competition EPS 86.02.86 
WASHINGTON - The Baptist World Alliance has launched a competition to find a 


new logo to replace the current one, which, with modifications, comes from the 
first Baptist World Congress in London in 1905. According to a BWA 
announcement, the new logo is to reflect the oneness of “our world Baptist 
family”. - EPS 


First Soviet Lutheran delegation to FRG EPS 86.02.87 
RENDSBURG (FRG) - The first delegation of Soviet Lutherans to visit the FRG 
(West Germany) is to arrive toward the end of this year, according to an 
announcement (29 January) from Northelbian Lutheran Presiding Bishop Karlheinz 
Stoll. The group is to come from Estonia. - EPS 


GDR Methodists, Lutherans, United Christians in fellowship EPS 86.02.88 
BERLIN - The regional United and Lutheran churches of the Federation of 


Evangelical Churches in the GDR (East Germany) and the Evangelical Methodist 
Church in the GDR have announced they are now in communion (full fellowship) 
with each other. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Tracy Early: “Letter from New York” EPS 86.02.89 


Convent Avenue Baptist church in Harlem, packed and overflowing, was a New 
York focal point (20 January) marking the birthday of Martin Luther King Jr 
for the first time as an official national holiday (EPS 86.02.01). King, a 
Baptist minister and Nobel Peace Prize winner, was assassinated in 1968. He 
moved through US life in a swirl of controversy, and many people opposed 
honoring him with a national holiday. Among opponents was US President 
Ronald Reagan. He nonetheless signed the bill establishing the holiday 
because he found its symbolic significance to many Americans so great he could 
not refuse. 


Claire Randall, former general secretary of the [US] National Council of 
Churches, was the religious representative on the King Federal Holiday 
Commission, and chaired its committee on religious involvement. The 
commission co-ordinated a unifying event that got people from across the 
political spectrum actively participating. At Convent Avenue church, speakers 
included New York Mayor Ed Koch, who has had running battles with the city's 
black leadership, and US Senator Alphonse d'Amato, a conservative Republican. 


Elsewhere, too, conservatives of the type who attacked King during his 
lifetime for his direct confrontation with authority over civil rights issues, 
his call for government aid to the needy, and his appeal to end the Vietnam 
war, rallied now to praise him. Reagan was represented by Vice-President 
George Bush at a service held by the Ebenezer Baptist church in Atlanta, where 
King's father was pastor and King was an associate. 


The observance enacted, the point of divergence has shifted from whether it 


should be held to what contemporary connections should be made. Many 
speakers emphasized the need for more work along King's lines for blacks and 
other poor people. Conservatives like Bush stressed King's non-violence as a 


model for advocates of social change. 


John Cardinal O'Connor, Roman Catholic archbishop of New York, connected the 
event to the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (18-25 January). He said 
King's insistence on tying social activism to Christian faith could serve the 
ecumenical movement. He also connected it to the anniversary of the 1973 
Supreme Court decision legalizing abortion (22 January), expressing hope that 
as King helped whites recognize the full humanity of blacks, so the nation 
would eventually give full human rights to the “unborn”. 


In Atlanta, the link was with apartheid in South Africa as King's widow, 
Coretta Scott King, gave the annual award of the King Center for Nonviolent 
Social Change to South African Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu. Though a 
highlight of Tutu's latest US visit, the Atlanta event was only one of 
humerous appearances he and his wife Leah made throughout the country, raising 
funds for church programs, and pressing the campaign to get official US 
opposition to apartheid backed by stronger political and economic action. 


When the Interfaith Center on Corporate Responsibility, a New York agency 
affiliated with the National Council of Churches, issued its annual January 
compilation of stockholder resolutions that church investors have filed for 


action in the coming year, a principal focus was on ending economic support of 
apartheid. 


However, Timothy Smith, center director, noted church strategy had shifted 
from asking corporations to sign equal-employment guidelines drawn up by Leon 
Sullivan, a black Baptist minister in Philadelphia. Now, said Smith, 


churches are asking corporations to divest and end their South African 
involvement. — EPS 


ECUVIEW: “The Church in Romania” EPS 86.02.90 


[This item is excerpted from a report of an ecumenical team visit to the 
church in Romania. The visit took place in connection with preparations for 
the 1983 assembly of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 


[Based on figures in the "World Christian Encyclopedia”, in a Romanian 
population of about 22 million, about 18 million are church-affiliated. Of 
these, more than 15 million are Eastern Orthodox, and another 1.2 million 
Roman Catholics. Other large groups include Baptists (about 250,000), 
Lutherans (about 200,000), Reformed (about 700,000), and Pentecostals 
(200,000). } 


Signs of Vitality 


(a) A church alive: Wherever we went, in the Orthodox, Lutheran and Reformed 
congregations, we saw churches overflowing with people at worship. Popular 
piety and traditional religiosity are very much evident. 


But the impression one gained was that this was not just a custom followed 
from the past, but a source of sustenance for living in the present. 


Monasteries both for monks and nuns are centres of prayer and devotion, as 


well as communities at work. The atmosphere of joy and praise, fellowship 
and service, was transparent. There is no dearth of vocations in these 
monasteries, They also attract a large number of Christians, both for visit 


and worship. 


The theological institutes and seminaries seem to be flourishing. Some of 
them are quite involved with the life of the rest of the society. At 
Bucharest university there is quite a lot of interaction between the 
theological faculty and other disciplines, particularly in the area of 
Romanian history and culture. 


In one seminary we found a choir of seminarians which presents programmes on 
the state television, popular songs of patriotism and national freedom, and is 
often in demand. 


(b) Ecumenism in action: The inter-theological conference ... is an 
impressive effort on the part of the churches in Romania. Though the impact 
of this conference on the life of the churches cannot be easily assessed, the 
very fact that such a meeting has been going on for many years is a sign of 
movement in the right direction. 


Wider ecumenism, including persons of other religions, comes into play as 
national and international issues, like peace, are discussed and deliberated 
jointly. A recent appeal for peace was made by all the religious groups in 
the country. 


The question is whether this instrument for ecumenism could be further 
developed so as to be more comprehensive in its scope of action. There are 
close contacts with some of the churches in Western Europe, especially the 
Federal Republic of Germany, where exchange of students and professors is 
common. 


There are also close relationships with Orthodox churches in other parts of 
the world. Some students from Kenya are studying in one of the theological 
faculties at the invitation of the Orthodox Church in Romania. We also 
sensed the eagerness of those whom we met for closer ties with other member 


churches of the WCC. - (over) 


Romania/2 
Questions to the churches 


(a) One obvious question relates to the lifestyle of the churches, 
particularly the Romanian Orthodox Church, with its byzantine ethos and 
hierarchical order. The church seems to be determined to preserve its old 
rights and privileges as part of a sacred and indispensable tradition. 


The Romanian Orthodox Church is a genuine popular church, as a result of the 
integration of many cultural, religious and social voices and forces. What 
kind of a church is a popular church? 


The access of the people to shape a church as its proper corresponding symbol 
is essential here. An inner debate within the church could lead to a renewed 
popular church, 


(b) A second question relates to the relationship between state and church. 
The established “symphony” between state and church has also a patriarchal 
character, and may not leave enough room for dialogue, participation and a 
prophetical voice. 


The loyalty of the church towards the people is not, of course, provisional or 
accidental. But the biblical concept of “symphony” presupposes the freedom 
of the church to operate as it likes, as a specific human community, and to 
discern gospel values within the cultural traditions. 


In the present framework, the church seems to react slowly to the challenges 
coming from the society. The space for the church, within the traditional 
“symphony” could be enlarged and should be understood not only as a mode of 
co-existence but also as a pattern in which an active witness in the political 
sphere is possible. 


(c) A third question relates to the role of women in the church. The 
absence of women in all leadership positions of the church, and in programmes 
of theological education was striking. This was also felt in the Protestant 
member churches we visited. 


On the other hand, it was very obvious that women made up the majority of 
those who filled the churches and cathedrals where we worshipped, and that 
they seem to play a crucial part in transmitting the faith from one generation 
to the other. 


Concerning the Orthodox church we learned that there are women who are getting 
interested in taking up theological studies but that there are great practical 
difficulties for laywomen; the only trained women theologians can be found 
among members of the monastic communities. 


There are two questions that come to mind immediately: How does the church 
make use of this potential of women's gifts and calling, and how does it 
respond to the challenges of secular society which has undergone considerable 
changes with regard to the role and contribution of women. 


We know that these are questions that many churches have to wrestle with. 
They have to be resolved by a process of comprehensive renewal of the 
churches, which includes many other elements. —- EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Church Involvement in Food Production" EPS 86.02.91 


[This is excerpted from the communiqué of a meeting (4-7 November) in Freetown 
(Sierra Leone). Present were representatives of Christian councils in Gambia, 
Ghana, Liberia, and Sierra Leone, plus persons from three international church 
organizations (Bread for the World [FRG], World Council of Churches, and 
Caritas Internationalis). ] 


[We] have tried to listen to the voice of God - through the pages of the 
Bible; through the cries of the hungry, the poor, the marginalized; and 
through each other. 


We have been convinced that God has spoke to us and has challenged us to 
eradicate poverty, hunger, and oppression from our midst. 


We hereby recommend that: 


- Churches should be seriously involved not only in comprehensive food 
production but in preservation and storage of food. 


- Churches should educate the people on basic hygiene and promote primary 
health care, nutrition and sanitation. 


- Churches should preach against dangers of indiscriminate felling of trees 
and the dangers of bush fires. 


- Churches should set aside one week in each year for the tree planting. 


- Churches should motivate and educate peasant farmers to use appropriate 
tools like animal traction. 


- Churches should realize that poverty and hunger are bed fellows and that 
food is power. Efforts should therefore be made to dismantle structures of 
injustice and exploitation which food aid creates. 


- More attention should be given to people's education through awareness-— 
building, animation, and conscientization. 


- Churches should emphasize the need for development-oriented education which 
will embrace all factors that go to improve the quality of the masses. 


- Youths must be educated to be self-reliant, and be equipped to bring change 
within their communities. 


- The curriculum in our schools should be patterned to the needs of the 
community in which the institution is located. 


- Through renewal courses and other available educational programmes pastors 
should update their knowledge in the theology and the world in which we live 
to stem the tide of church members drifting away to the mushrooming religious 
sects. 


oa: Churches are urged to consider moving beyond the project system to 
programmes aimed at creating new structures that promote greater equality and 
justice. 


- Churches should be courageous in pointing out injustice, corruption and 
abuse of human rights in our society. — EPS 


ECUTEXT: “Caracas Letter to the Churches of Latin America” EPS 86.02.92 


[This item is excerpted from a recent letter from the executive committee and 
secretariat of the Quito-based Latin American Council of Churches. It was 
translated from the Spanish by the language service of the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches. ] 


The restoration of democracy, albeit limited, in countries like Brazil, 
Argentina and Uruguay has caused a wind of hope to blow through the south of 
the continent. Other countries like Bolivia and Peru are struggling to cope 
with complicated social, political and economic situations. 


The ... elections in the Dominican Republic, Costa Rica, Honduras, and 
Guatemala are a hopeful sign, but we would warn that the forms. of democracy 
alone are not enough. A process of genuine participation is needed to 


restore the confidence of our peoples who are tired of unfulfilled promises. 


The theme of foreign debt is a recurring challenge to the peoples of Latin 
America as they search for unity. In facing this problem of. debt, it is 
essential to take account of the deteriorating social, economic and political 
conditions our peoples have to endure. 


It is a moral and evangelical imperative to understand that to pay these debts 
on the terms deemed satisfactory by the creditors means sacrificing the 
health, education, employment and housing of our people. Nothing is more 
important than the well-being and security of our peoples. 


There can be no doubt about what is at stake: to repay debts, many of which 
are unfair, by sacrificing the people is to condemn them to a_ lingering 
death. A firm and determined political-economic will is needed to defend and 
promote the life of our peoples. 


The fundamental principles governing the life of the nations must be rejection 
of all interventionist policies, refusal of the arms race in any form, and a 
struggle for justice and peace. Our churches must hold firmly together with 
the spiritual powers which the Lord will surely communicate to us, 


We must reaffirm our calling to peace which is rooted in the deepest 
evangelical conviction: ‘Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; 

not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, 
neither let them be afraid.' (Jn 14: 27). 


We must desire peace and seek incessantly to live in peace: ‘I have said this 
to you, that in me you may have peace.” (Jn 16:33). 


Here the Protestant Reformation ... has an important contribution to make to 
the times we live in and to our churches, not in a triumphalistic sense, nor 
aS an escape from reality, but in faithfulness to the gospel of the Kingdom 
and to the Lordship of Jesus Christ in the service of our peoples. 


As we seek to fulfil our ministry as churches in the service of Christ and his 
Kingdom we must be guided by this rich Protestant heritage which demands a 
spirit of renewal and commitment. 


May the Lord be with us in our commitment to work towards true democracy, may 
he give us the power to see the moral and spiritual strength we have as we 


face the present economic crisis and may he lead us in the way of full and 
lasting peace. ... — EPS 
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SHOPTALK (53/06) 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): 


WCC 1986: An illustrated [52-page] account of programs and activities of 
the World Council of Churches since January 1985. This special, 
enlarged issue (January-February) of the WCC monthly “One World” costs 
4.50 Swiss francs, 2.25 US dollars, or 1.50 UK pounds. Lower rates for 
bulk orders are available. French, German, and Spanish editions are 
expected by the end of March, for the same price. 


The report, “Root Causes of Hunger and Food Insufficiency in Africa” (EPS 
86.02.93,94,120), is available to journalists on request to WCC/Tad Mitsui, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20, 


The Asia Alliance of YMCAs (23 Waterloo Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong) has 
available “Urban Issues in Asia: YMCA Response”, a report of the Asia YMCA 


consultation on urban issues lat 11-14 October. 


The information and documentation service of the Middle East Council of 
Churches (Box 5376, Beirut) has available a special issue (no. 116-117) of its 
publication “Al Montada", marking last year's “/7Oth anniversary of _ the 
Armenian genocide” of 1915 in Turkey. It includes statements from Armenian 
church leaders, a bibliography, and information about Armenians in the Middle 
East and other parts of the world. 


The WCC Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service (Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20) has available to journalists who ask, a report (29 January) 
on Asia floods in 1985, and church response to requests for assistance. 


A new information service from the Baptist World Alliance (6733 Curran Street, 
McLean VA 22101-3804 USA) is now appearing. John M. Wilkes, director of the 


BWA communications division is responsible for it. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Let 


us know if you want to be on the telex list. 


EPS deadline: Most weeks, it is Tuesday at 8h00 GMT. 


This EPS was printed 19 February. 


NEO-COLONIALISM CAUSES Ecumenical Press 
HUNGER IN AFRICA: STUDY Service 86.02.93 


GENEVA - Drought in Africa is a result of colonial agricultural and labour 
patterns, and environmental destruction motivated by Western profit, says a 
new report, "Root Causes of Hunger and Food Insufficiency in Africa", by a 
sub-committee of Churches' Drought Action in Africa, which groups aid agencies 
related to the Roman Catholic Church, Lutheran World Federation, and World 
Council of Churches. 


“Through neo-colonialism, colonialism is still very much alive in Africa”, the 
report states, pointing to Central Africa, where multinational companies “have 
taken all the good land and exploit the people who work for them by paying 
them a very low salary". Colonialism has meant "a cash-crop culture” that 
overworks soil and destroys natural vegetation, it adds, linking the current 
drought's length and extent to pressures from "external capital and interests”. 


Aid itself contributes to the economic weakness of the Sahelian (sub-Saharan) 
countries, the report says. It calls transfer of technology and credit "the 
poisonous gift that will amplify the networks of dependence and conceal them 
in local structures”. 


Western decision and evaluation mechanisms for rural development projects 
block efforts by local populations to create original solutions, it adds, and 
in any case, aid from the North does not compensate for what these countries 
lose as a result of deterioration in the terms of trade, designed to provide 
raw materials for crisis-hit northern economies. 


Political conflicts, for example, in Ethiopia and Chad, are identified as 
another reason for hunger and poverty. The report blames South African 
incursions and support to rebels for instability in Mozambique and Angola. 
Destruction of roads and rural insecurity make not only production but even 
distribution of food aid impossible. In the latter two countries, it holds, 
“hunger can only be halted with the halting of the conflict, which is not 
simply internal ... but ... a war of aggression by South Africa, which intends 
to ... transform these two countries into South Africa's auxiliaries.” 


While noting insufficient political will in some African countries to work for 
economic change, the report details Tanzania's failure, despite strong 
political will, to achieve its goals since independence in 1961. Reasons 
include "a crisis of [agricultural] production which is closely connected with 
the lack of technology” and infrastructure, and dependence on cash-crop 
exports (such as cotton and tobacco), which dominate agriculture at the 
expense of food. 


"It must be clear", the report says, "that the central issue is not that of 
hunger but that of overcoming poverty and underdevelopment”, both results of 
“international links which have turned Africa into a raw material producing 
continent for the western world”. It notes that the pre-colonial economies, 
though precarious, were balanced and in harmony with the environment. Now, it 
says, “environmental interventions" are needed, along with appropriate 
education and awareness on health, family care, and self-sufficiency. 


Criticising traditional church activity in Africa, the report says "medical 
services were used also as a demonstration of the superiority of Western 
civilisation”. Noting that church education was prompted by the need for 
people to run colonial governments, for converts to read the Bible, and for 
some of them to carry on further mission, the report recommends "new education 
through a liberating and integrated development in Africa” to’ stress 
“self-help, self-identity, self-improvement and esteem". - EPS 


CHURCH STUDY OUTLINES Ecumenical Press 


DEVELOPMENT IN AFRICA Service 86.02.94 
GENEVA - Development - “the process of obtaining a full and abundant 
livelihood for all in harmony with the natural environment" - can be related 
to traditional African philosophy - “which is entirely based on _ the 


maintenance of an equilibrium between human beings and their environment”, 
according to a study, “Root Causes of Hunger in Africa", prepared by 
representatives of various Christian aid agencies (EPS 86.02.93). 


The study adds that “life in fulness and abundance is achieved when society no 
longer knows social conflict or war, when there is no unnatural illness, no 
premature death, no natural disasters (drought, epidemics, and famine) - where 
abundance reigns: the land is fertile, animals abound in the forest, fish are 
plentiful in the rivers, and men and women are fertile. In this state”, it 
says, “a human being is responsible not only for himself/herself, but also for 
the community and its environment”. 


If this equilibrium is disturbed, the study holds, “political and religious 


institutions - with the participation of the entire community - are called 
upon to look for the causes of this abnormality and lead society in the 
creation of a new equilibrium. ... African churches must therefore play a 


predominant role in the process of liberating Africa from poverty as they are 
among the institutions which are closest to the people at the grassroots”. 


As “facilitators” rather than “operational actors”, African churches are urged 
to build awareness; struggle against oppression, injustice, and exploitation; 
enrich the lives of people through literature; and promote exchange and 
dialogue, primarily with Asia and Latin America. But to do this, the churches 
must first “undergo a process of self-criticism and self-evaluation without 
being defensive” and seek “grassroots male and female leaders, young and old”. 


Currently, the study says, local church leaders lack a clear picture of their 
countries' economic situations, and of alternatives open to them. Instead of 
haphazardly looking for projects which might appeal to aid donors - often 
creating “small islands of development amidst poverty” - the study recommends 
that churches integrate their projects with national development policies. 
For example, it notes that churches in Tanzania seek to co-operate with the 
government to set up a seeds-research centre and a forestry programme. 


The study calls on the church in the rest of the world to provide moral, 
material, and technical support to the African church and people, always 
recognising that “Africans must follow their own liberation according to their 
own perceptions and initiatives". It urges the church world-wide to adopt "as 
its first priority” consciousness-raising and pressure on home governments, 
transnational corporations, and other powerful institutions “to induce them to 
cease their misuse of the world's natural resources uniquely for their own 
ends”. In particular, the study recommends “an all-out effort ... to expose 
the sins of multinationals and the governments that support them". 


It also urges the church to form lobbies and pressure groups to “denounce any 
government decisions which handicap liberating and integrated development, to 
boycott corporations whose policies continue to impoverish people, to 
influence governments to cease their support for dictatorial and undemocratic 
regimes (such as South Africa), to advocate disinvestment from companies whose 
policies intensify the destruction of Africa's human and natural resources. 


Pressure should be put on oppressive Northern and international institutions 
to accept fundamental change which will allow for the African countries’ 
participation on the basis of justice." — EPS 


FILIPINO CHURCH LEADERS Ecumenical Press 
REJECT MARCOS' VICTORY Service 86.02.95 


[This item is based on material from IPS news agency, EPS correspondent 
Charles Maingi, andthe National Council of Churches of the Philippines. ] 


MANILA — Roman Catholic bishops and moderate opposition politicians shared the 
Stage at a mass rally here (16 February). The Roman Catholic archbishop, 
Jaime Cardinal Sin, presided at the rally for Corazon Aquino, who challenged 
President Ferdinand Marcos in an election (7 February) marred by widespread 
reports of government cheating and violence. 


Their message of non-violent resistance to Marcos blared from loudspeakers to 
over one million yellow-clad Aquino supporters. Colourful placards said 
“Marcos and his buddies are paralysed", “we do not want Marcos", and “we only 
pay taxes to the Aquino government”. One, suggesting that continued rule by 
Marcos would aid left-wing insurgents called him a communist. 


The Philippines is the only predominantly Christian country in Asia; most 
Christians here are Roman Catholic. The Aquino camp received strong backing 
(14 February) from the country's Roman Catholic bishops, when they condemned 
“unparalled fraud" in the election, and supported Aquino's campaign of 
non-violent resistance to Marcos’ declared victory. “A government that 
seizes, assumes, or retains power through fraudulent means has no moral 
basis", the bishops observed. 


The government was quick to respond, although the bishops" statement did not 
mention the Marcos government or the ruling KBL party by name. Labour 
Minister Blas Ople said the bishops had “defied the well-established rule 
against the church's participating in political affairs”. Two bishops said 
Emelda Marcos, the president's wife, vistited a cardinal at 2:30 on the 
morning of the day the statement was issued to persuade him to soften it. One 
of the bishops said that the visit only “steeled" them to go ahead, and they 
referred to a message from Pope John Paul in “solidarity” with theirs. 


At the rally, Aquino said that she felt “like the young David preparing to 
face the giant Goliath”. She called on supporters to launch a general strike 
and boycott schools the day of Marcos' inauguration. She also outlined a 
seven-point programme of non-violent protest against Marcos, including a 
boycott of government-influenced media, seven big banks, and the San Miguel 
Corporation; and delaying payment of water and power bills. 


In a statement the day after the rally, the National Council of Churches of 
the Philippines, which groups Independent, Baptist, Methodist, Lutheran, 
United, Anglican, and Salvation Army jurisdictions, expressed “concern over 
reports of fraud and terrorism” in the elections, and urged the government to 
“bring the election process to a just, honest, and credible conclusion”. 


Opposition to the Marcos campaign from Roman Catholic leaders also came before 
the election, when Sin and bishops in his archdiocese issued a pastoral letter 
condemning bribery, lies, intimidation, and unfairness allegedly being used 
during the campaign. Read (19 January) in archdiocesan parishes, it said 
"such evil tactics” are "a prelude to worse things to come”, 


It was the second issued by the archdiocese in advance of the elections. It 
urged Marcos and the KBL to use the power in their hands for the good of the 
people, and praised the opposition for its “determination and courage to offer 

a viable moral alternative to the present regime". It urged Filipinos to 
vote into office “persons who embody the gospel values of humility, truth, 
honesty, and respect for human rights and life". — EPS 


BOLIVIAN BISHOP: TAKE NEW LOOK Ecumenical Press 
AT POPULAR RELIGIOUS PRACTICES Service 86.02.96 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Lima-based Latinamerica Press (16 
January). ] 


LA PAZ (Lupe Cajias) - Julio Terrazas, the Roman Catholic bishop of Oruro, and 
the new president of the conference of Roman Catholic bishops in Bolivia, is 
urging pastoral workers to take a new look at religious practices of the 
country's Aymara and Quechua (Indian) populations. For centuries, these have 
been frowned on as pagan remnants that are contrary to the teachings and 
practices of Christianity. 


Although Roman Catholic Christianity has been Bolivia's official religion 
since the days of the Spanish conquest, its indigenous peasants have not 
abandoned their pre-Columbian religious practices. They have their children 
baptized, but secretly continue to practice many ancestral rites. Statues of 
the Virgin Mary are paraded in festivals where traditional devils and other 
spirits are personified amid streamers, shouts, and merriment. Even paintings 
in Bolivian churches show this mixture: native artists often depict the 
Virgin Mary as the Pachamama, the earth goddess, and angels and saints 
represent a variety of pre-Columbian deities. 


Major Christian feasts have also become wedded to indigenous rituals. For 
example, Holy Cross Day (14 September) is linked to the celebration of the 
land's fertility, the Immaculate Conception of Mary (8 December) to the end of 
planting season, and the Month of Mary (May) to harvest feasts. Orthodox and 
indigenous beliefs meet again 24 January in the Festival of Ekeko, the God of 
Abundance. Bolivians flock to church with a variety of images symbolizing 
their lives - miniature houses, play money, tiny suitcases, dolls, sweets, 
fruits, notes of petition, pleas for good luck - and ask the priest's blessing. 


Terrazas has asked the social-pastoral team of his diocese to study the area's 
ancestral religious practices. At a recent diocesan pastoral meeting, 
participants mapped out plans to rediscover the religious value of formerly 
taboo practices such as veneration of ancestors, the cult of Pachamama and of 
a variety of “sacred” mountains, and festivities surrounding the pre-lenten 
carnival period. This year, they are to begin forming pastoral agents in 
understanding native rites and to work closely with organizers of religious 
festivals to help them impart the deeper meaning of the celebration to the 
community. — EPS 


Church building becomes ‘ecclesial music hall' EPS 86.02.97 
OSLO - Norway's first “ecclesial music hall” is expected to open here later 


this year in Tdyen church, part of Oslo City Mission's new centre there. 
Eyvind Skeie, a pastor and author engaged by the mission, says church theatre 
is “an expansion of church prayer”. Above the stage is a large crucifix. 
"Christ will always be looking down on stage - a visualisation of what it 
means to be a Christian and a human being”, Skeie observes. - EPS 


Support for Winnie Mandela EPS 86.02.98 
KAGISO (South Africa) - Leading opponents of apartheid, the South African 


system of race separation with white supremacy, met here (14 February) to 
protest what they say is police harassment of Winnie Mandela, wife of jailed 
black activist Nelson Mandela. Among those participating was Allan Boesak, 
president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, who spoke of the 
“fraudulent nature of the South African government's so-called reform capaign 
that is now underway". Beyers Naudé, general secretary of the South African 
Council of Churches, said South Africa could never be free as long as 
political leaders were jailed. - EPS 


Australian Anglicans ordain first female deacons EPS» 863.02. 99 
MELBOURNE —- The Anglican Church of Australia (ACC) has ordained its first 
women — eight women (and 11 men) became deacons at the Anglican cathedral here 
(9 February). The ceremony took place despite a bomb threat and a last-minute 
legal challenge, when about 30 members of the ACC general synod (national 
convention) challenged the validity of the synod's approval last year of women 
as deacons (EPS 85.09.53). The challengers want a ruling from the appellate 
tribunal, the highest ACC legal authority. David Penman, the Anglican 
archbishop here, said the eight would not become priests before a special 
meeting of the synod in mid-1987 to discuss women's ordination again, but he 
also described objections to female priests as an “unacceptable cultural 
interpretation”. - EPS 


Closed Baptist clinic in Benin brings taunts EPS 86.02.100 
BOHICON (Benin) - US-based “Baptist Press” reports from here that “non- 


Christians are shouting curses at a Southern Baptist dental facility that has 
been closed all but three of the past 21 months because it has no missionary 
dentist". Marilyn Bonnell, co-ordinator of health and social services for 
Southern Baptist missionaries in Benin, said “people are passing by and 
shouting that the Christians' God cannot keep the clinic open. This causes us 
a great deal of heartache. The testimony to the community is counter- 


productive when we have to close the doors.” — EPS 
English Anglicans looking at Freemasonry EPS 86.02.1011 
LONDON - Two Freemasons are among a seven-member group set up by the 


[Anglican] Church of England to consider whether Freemasonry is compatible 
with Christianity. Last year, the British Methodist conference advised 
against combining Christianity and Freemasonry. - EPS 


Runcie says India has lessons for Britain EPS 86.02.102 
VELLORE (India) - Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, primate of the 
[Anglican] Church of England, said Britain could learn from India about how to 
hold together a country with vast differences in communities, religion, and 
social structure. He was speaking here during a three-week tour of India 
which began 9 February, at the invitation of the [United] Churches of North 
and South India and the [Independent] Mar Thoma Church. He also observed that 
nowhere in India had he met the “deep-seated apathy and indifference” to 
religion he encountered in urban Britain. — EPS 


Norwegians giving more for relief, less for mission groups EPS 86.02.1103 
OSLO - With 1985 figures showing that several Norwegian mission societies had 


trouble meeting their budgets, while contributions to Norwegian Church Aid 
(NCA) went up 20 percent, some mission-society leaders have expressed 
concern. Bjgrn Bue, chairman of the Norwegian Missionary Society and new 
[Lutheran] Church of Norway bishop of Stavanger, said it had “gradually become 
clear that many long time mission friends are also sending some of their gifts 
through the Strg¢mme Foundation", another church-aid agency, whose income has 
doubled in the last two years. Gunnleik Seierstad, general secretary of the 
Norwegian Santal Mission, said "people are not giving a penny too much to 
relief work", but “what worries me is that the will to reach those living 
without hope and without God, does not seem to be as strong”. NCA General 
Secretary Jan Erichsen said “it should be natural for Christians to support 
both mission and development work". —- EPS 


Norwegians challenge new liturgy EPS 86.02.104 
OSLO - Sixty-two members of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK) have appealed 


the 1977 revisions of the NK liturgy to the Norwegian Supreme Court. A few NK 
parishes, mainly in the north, are still using the old liturgy, some with 
their bishop's permission. - EPS 


Apostle to Greenland' remembered EPS 86.02.105 
HARSTAD (Norway) - The 300th anniversary of the birth of Hans Egede, the 


Norwegian Lutheran “apostle to Greenland" was marked here (26 January). He 
worked as a missionary in Greenland from 1721 to 1736. Egede is considered 
the first Nordic missiologist. - EPS 


Nicaraguan group criticizes US RC bishops EPS 86.02.106 
MANAGUA - New York-based Religious News Service reported (31 January) that the 


Permanent Commission of Human Rights, a critic of the Nicaraguan government, 
wrote a letter to US Roman Catholic bishops urging them to be more supportive 
of their colleagues in Nicaragua, who have also been critical of the 
government. In reply, Daniel Hoye, general secretary for the US bishops, said 
they were “in profound sympathy and solidarity with the bishops of Nicaragua”, 
and “also in sympathy and solidarity with those many families whose loved ones 
have been maimed and killed by the [armed rebel] insurgency; our sorrow is the 
more intense", he added, “because of our government's direct role in the 
matter". — EPS 


US Methodists define 'self-avowed practicing homosexual' EPS 86.02.107 
DENVER - A meeting of United Methodist clergy in three US states in the Rocky 


Mountain region has defined ‘self-avowed practicing homosexual’ as ‘a person 
who engages in, and openly acknowledges, genital sexual behavior with a person 
or persons of the same sex'. In 1984, the United Methodist General Conference 
ruled that 'a self-avowed practicing homosexual’ could not be ordained, or, if 
already ordained, be appointed to a ministerial post. The annual (regional) 
conference must now decide if their definition applies to Julian Rush, an 
ordained minister who revealed his homosexuality in 1981. The ordained 
ministry board of the annual conference was to discuss Rush's case this month. 
- EPS 


Quaker elected New Zealand Anglican bishop EPS 86.02.108 
WELLINGTON - Paul Oestreicher, an Anglican priest who is also a member of the 


Society of Friends (Quakers), has been elected Anglican bishop for the diocese 
here. He left New Zealand in 1955, and is currently international affairs 
secretary of the British Council of Churches. - EPS 


Extended confirmation preparation in Denmark EPS 86.02.109 
COPENHAGEN - Though not all of Denmark's Lutheran bishops were in favour, a 


proposal last month by three of them to add 36 periods of confirmation 
instruction under church auspices to instruction already available in state 
schools is now being discussed here. One of the bishops, Herluf Eriksen, said 
the point of the proposal is not to criticize the instruction in schools, but 
to improve instruction for confirmation in general. — EPS 


Danish bishops protest refugee-policy changes EPS 86.02.110 
COPENHAGEN - Four of Denmark's Lutheran bishops have protested changes in 


Danish legislation which make it more difficult for refugees to receive 
asylum. Their statement brought a rejoinder from a member of parliament that 
"it does not seem fit for bishops to mingle into the policy concerning 
refugees”, to which the bishops replied that they had the same rights as any 
citizens to express their views on legislation. Because of objections from 
the bishops and others, the government justice minister is expected to 
consider amending the legislation. - EPS 


24 Hungarian priests say they would refuse military service EPS 86.02.111 
VIENNA —- The Austrian church news agency Kathpress reported last month that 24 


Hungarian Roman Catholic priests had told the government they would not 
respond to any call for military service. The priests said they had written 
to the defence ministry to “align ourselves with non-violent principles which 
are the only way to peace”. — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Uffe Gjerding & Tira Rahman: "The Church in Greece" EPS 86.02.112 


[This item is excerpted from a report on a visit to Greece, 10-15 November. 
Gjerding is Europe secretary at the World Council of Churches. Rahman is 
general secretary of MIkvos, a Dutch, ecumenical, development-education 
agency. The full report is available to journalists on request to Gjerding 
at Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. Most Greeks are counted as Eastern Orthodox. ] 


Often, church people find the politicians in power immature and 
disregarding the historical development of the nation (with the strong role of 
the church) and being too optimistic about what is attainable in a few years 
ahead. Sometimes the government is or has been rather negative towards the 
church even to the point of insensitivity (attempt to impose civil marriage, 
nationalising church social institutions, etc.). 


One might say that there is a fairly strong mutual hesitancy to cooperation, 
which means that the church has not quite come to grips with what constructive 
role to play in nation-building in a situation which seems to be rather 
fragile. 


-.. Some of our impressions and preliminary conclusions are ...:; 


- In spite of secularisation there is still a powerful church infra-structure 
in Greece which also directly or indirectly has political implications. 


- At the local level there is still fairly strong support from the believers 
as manifested in willingness to offer time and money for the diaconal work of 
the church. 


- Training of church workers is generally through practice, and professional 
training could certainly strengthen the work carried out. 


- The diaconal work of the church is still essential in Greek society today, 
because in spite of increased welfare the state cannot cover all needs. 


- The church's diakonia is generally curative. Only few people have a 
broader vision of diakonia including preventive and prophetic work. The 
church as such seems to lack a body which could carry out social studies and 
analyses which could help to broaden the perspective on its social and 
diaconal involvement. 


- In its diaconal work the church certainly deserves continued financial 
support from outside to start new initiatives. But in addition more could be 
done to share in experiences through the ecumenical family. As an example, 
perhaps some more information about the role of the people's church and the 
theology of liberation as practised in countries like Nicaragua might be 
fruitful. 


- A certain tension between church and state arises from the fact that both 
claim to represent the population as a whole. Each wants to assert itself 
and the respective roles in nation-building are as yet unclarified. 


- More realism on behalf of the church to recognise that a new era is dawning 
might help it to find its role and redefine its mission, for example, with 
respect to involving the youth. 


- Due both to traditionalism and misconceptions, ecumenical relationships 
with Greece have been difficult in the past. But there is a potential for 
involving more persons in ecumenical activities for mutual benefit. —- EPS 


ECUVIEW/Birgitta Rantakari: “Diakonia in Finland” EPS 86.02.113 


[This item is abridged from a presentation to an interational, ecumenical 
conference in Crete last November (EPS 86.02.36). Rantakari is personnel 
director at the Diakonal Institute in Helsinki and a member of the 
inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) of the World Council of Churches. ]} 


The social and political atmosphere in Finland is quite a bit different now 


from what it was 10 years ago. The international détente, economic and 
technological optimism, and political enthusiasm of those days have been 
replaced by uncertainty about our course towards the future. The optimistic 


expectations awakened by the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe 
have not been fulfilled in the way hoped for. 


Disappointment with growth-centred economic thinking has also found a target 
in the political system that has built its ideals upon it. Faith in the 
ability of political parties to solve the problems threatening the quality of 
life and the future has weakened. The parties' respective programmes have 
converged, and they and the different economic-interest groups cooperate with 
each other, but voices critical of this ‘consensus policy' have begun to be 
heard. As society becomes more middle class, so do the parties. Using 
opinion polls, they closely monitor changes in the moods of the people. 


In the kind of situation that I have described, the church's diaconal [social- 
service] work has found itself within the constricting framework of the modern 
welfare state. The state and local authorities have assumed many of the care 
functions formerly the responsibility of diaconal services. This has given 
diaconal work something of an identity problem. 


We must ask ourselves several questions: What is the task of diaconal workers 


in present-day society? How far can local authorities" responsibility for 
social-welfare and health-care services be considered to extend? Where does 
diaconal work come in? It must seek its points of emphasis in a society 


characterized by extreme selfishness, an autonomous and individualistic way of 
thinking, and a spate of information about growing suffering on a global scale. 


What should be done? To what extent is our church a diaconal one? To what 
extent must diaconal personnel point the way rather than follow suit? Who 
among us are those whose humanity has been watered down or is not able to 
flower to the full? And how can we reach them? 


In Finland, the [Lutheran] church's [of which almost all Finns are at least 
nominal members] diaconal work is organized along national and diocesan lines 
as well as in local parishes and deaconess institutes. In a society like 
ours, it is natural that the main emphasis in this work is on the spiritual or 
non-material side. On the national and diocesan levels, diaconal workers have 
striven to play a pioneering role in searching for new forms of work and 
providing congregations with stimuli and support for their efforts in the 
diaconal'_ sphere. In recent years, there has been an emphasis on the 
importance of research in the quest for new forms of work. 


On the national and diocesan levels, work is being done with marginal 
groups. Within individual congregations, these groups of people are often so 
small that they are not taken adequately into account in the congregations' 
work. Such groups include people with various handicaps, those requiring 
care for alcohol and drug abuse and former prisoners. There is no clear 
demarcation line between diaconal and other congregational services where 
helping the handicapped is concerned. Proclaiming the gospel in services of 
worship and at holy communion has been considered an aspect of diaconal work. 
The desire has been to bring the gospel to marginal groups in this way. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Werner Nicklaus "Diakonia in the GDR” EPS 86.02.114 


[This item is abridged and adapted from a presentation to a conference on 
diakonia (Christian service) last November in Crete (EPS 86.02.36). Nicklaus 
is director of Diakonissen Mutterhaus Louise-Henrietten-Stift, near Berlin. } 


Church and state are separate in the GDR [East Germany]. The socialist state 
sees itself responsible for all social needs and concerns of its citizens. 
In this. matter, the state in principle does not make any differences between 
people observing Marxist ideology and those confessing the Christian creed. 
Through a generous social network, the state tries to deal with all social 
needs of the people. 


The church has its own place in the GDR socialist state (and a lot of freedom 
too). The church - I speak about the Evangelical Landeskirchen [Lutheran and 
United regional churches] - sees itself as a church in socialism - a church 
for the world, but independent from state ideology and the social system. 
The church is best understood, even by Marxists, when it is a serving church. 


The church's situation has improved remarkably since the meeting between 
representatives of state and church in March 1978, As a result, reasonable 
ways of co-operation have been found in many fields, though some problems 
still have not been settled - e.g. a consultation with the ministry for 
national education has been impossible. Christians and socialists do not 
have always equal chances to be admitted to secondary school or university 
training. 


Many church diakonal institutions are recognized by the state, and not 
restricted. Though hospital beds belonging to the 45 Evangelical hospitals 
make up only a very small part of all hospital beds in the GDR, they (and also 
Roman Catholic hospitals) are often sought, even by non-Christians, because of 
their particular atmosphere. 


Church care for the handicapped - mostly in homes, but also cared for in 
congregations - plays a greater role. As to church homes for old people (10 
percent of all such homes in the GDR), they enjoy great popularity, like 
church hospitals. However, it is a rule that only members of the church are 
admitted to church homes for the elderly, though hospitals and_ the 
institutions for the handicapped are open to all. 


For many years, church diakonal institutions have had a solid economic base, 
because state health insurance pays costs of accommodation, nursing, and 
therapy - though not costs for buildings and upkeep. These are paid by the 
owner, as are costs for spiritual service and pastoral care for patients and 
home inhabitants. The state insurance money does not, however, hinder the 
church's preaching. 


Even church training of nurses, since June 1975 in co-operation with a 
state-run medical training school, has its own licence. It is very important 
and remarkable, e.g. that in the obligatory lessons on Marxism/Leninism 
(socialist philosophy, economy and ideology) given by state teachers, pupils 
are only asked for knowledge, but not for adherence to a socialist creed. 
Recently, state and church agreed on ethnics lessons in the nurse-training 
course. According to this agreement, we are allowed to have church personnel 
teach Christian ethics to the student nurses. 


Due to the separation between church and state, all diakonal institutions - 
both small and big - are under church administration, and they can work 
unhindered. Economic needs - e.g. insufficient preservation of buildings, 
very few chances for necessary new buildings and reconstruction - are a burden 
for state institutions in the same measure as for the church. — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Johannes Degen: “Diakonia in the FRG" EPS 86.02.115 


[This item is abridged and adapted from a presentation to a conference on 
diakonia (Christian service) in Crete last November (EPS 86.02.36). Degen is 
a pastor at Kaiserswerth, a diakonal institution in Dusseldorf. ] 


Social legislation in the FRG [West Germany] has produced a very tight network 
of social care and security. Laws and regulations guarantee a human life for 
everyone in general. This system enables the church economically to realize 
diakonia. Concerning the diakonal dimension, the state permits the church to 
be church in a proper way. Seventy-two percent of the running costs of all 
diakonal activities in the West German churches are financed by the state and 
insurance plans, 10-11 percent by church tax. There are 163,405 persons are 
full time and 62,686 part time in diakonal institutions. 


In this situation, we have to ask ourselves: (1) Are we willing to affirm 
the present social state and its basic principles, or do we regard this state 
as a totalitarian welfare monster? (2) What does it mean in terms of 
theology, especially our ecclesiological thinking, that we do diakonia with 
public funds? (3) What is the motivation of all those working in the field 
of diakonia, and what are we willing and able to do in order to encourage 
their spiritual growth? 


Our state is confronted with a deep change within the structure of ends. The 
rate of unemployment is still very high. People, for a long time unemployed, 
get ill physically and mentally. Although we could increase life expectancy, 


problems for those over 75 are growing rapidly. Because of the structure of 
daily life more and more people get confused, lose their inner orientation, 
become depressed, etc. Loneliness is a very typical problem. And, besides 


these growing mental problems, we can observe that a type of “new poverty” is 
coming up in the context of our very rich society. 


In this situation, we have to ask ourselves: (1) Do we have the means in 
order to meet with all forms of “old” and “new poverty"? What about an 
“economy of charity”, for which Christians should stand in our rich societies? 
(2) How can Christians activate the forces of solidarity? We have to share 
our abilities, our feelings, our time - as well as our material means. 


Diakonia, so much involved in the social state, should be clear about its 
basic union with the church, The “inner line” of church and diakonia must be 
the same. The church is defined as church by living and acting in the 
diakonal dimension; diakonia is defined as diakonia by listening to the 
gospel and attending the eucharist. Therefore: 


Diakonia and church are living from the gospel, which is heard in the 
community. Out of this the congregation is growing, and this congregation 
celebrates its unity in a large variety of meetings “around the table”. So 
the gospel turns out to be God's diakonia in our human context. This is the 
first and basic healing process before our diakonia begins. 


Diakonia and church flourish in a climate where the gospel evokes mutual 
consolation. With this, the healing dynamic of the gospel becomes part of 
our action and effects a process of liberating people and raising them up. 


Diakonia and church both show the way from the healing eucharist to mutual 
care and public welfare. This relates to the incarnation of God in Jesus 


Christ, an affirmation that the physical part of us is included in God's 
diakonia. — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: "An Interview in Latin America" 


EPS 84.02.116 


[Castro is general secretary of the Geneva-hased World Council of Churches. 
This interview was conducted during his visit to Brazil last December. It 
1s reprinted from the excerpts which appeared in Lima-based "Latinamerica 


Press" (6 February). ] 


How does the WCC view liberation 
theology? 

The WCC has no official theology ; 
it is not a church, but rather a meeting 
ground for the churches. However, 
Latin American theology has a right to 
be present in a worldwide ecumenical 
form, just as African theology and 
feminist theology do—or as the classical 
theologies of the Lutherans, the Cal- 
vinists or the Orthodox do. 

As a Latin American I recognize 
that liberation theology gives young 
Latin American Christians a feeling 
of pride and dignity, a feeling they 
are participating in the most vital is- 
sues affecting their countries. 
comment on the Brazilian situation, 
but I can speak of my’ own country, 
Uruguay. Uruguay has a tradition of 
agnosticism and secularism, and for a 
long time, young Christians were on the 
defensive. It was generally taken for 
granted that religion was fine for chil- 
dren and for the weak. But by the 
1960s and 1970s, young people began 
using the cross as a symbol of militant 
faith. Why? Because they had found a 
faith that inspired them to challenge 
injustice in society, to resist political 
oppression and to defend human dignity. 

I wouldn’t say the only way to 
be a Christian and to defend humanity 
is through liberation theology. But in 
Latin America it is in fact necessary 
to defend the value of this theology: 
it helps believers participate in the real 
problems of the world and it gives the 
region’s young Christians an intellectual 
tool with which to enter into dialogue 
and participate in the search for new 
models for a future society. 

Liberation theology naturally has 
its dangers, as the [August 1984] Vati- 
can document points out (LP, Aug. 23, 
Sept. 27, 1984). But everything in life 
isdangerous. And if you want to do any- 
thing worthwhile, you have to take 
chances. The Vatican document cites 
three dangers: Marxism, horizontalism 
and the possibility of failure to recognize 
hierarchical authority in the church. 


Do you see these as dangers? 
Of course, but as healthy dangers. 


I can't . 


If you believe the people should or- 
ganize, if you defend the right of Chris- 
tians to be present in every dimension 
of society, you'll unleash great creative 
energy; people won't always be going 
by the latest instruction that the pastor 
or bishop—or WCC secretary general— 
has put out. There has to be a process 
in which errors are corrected when 
they come up, but without stifling life 
and creativity—and building on libera- 
tion theology and its potential. 

From my point of view the dan- 
gers are certainly minor, because libera- 
tion theology has brought a new dimen- 
sion to evangelization and has made 
the Christian faith credible to many 
people. It has also offered new and 
quite constructive forms of [seeking] jus- 
tice and of participation in the over- 
all problems of Latin American society. 

At this time, then, I seg its posi- 
tive facets above all. But I insist: we 
cannot make any theology into some- 
thing sacred. Theology has a role to 
play; it is a process, and through it the 
church examines its mission and its 
obedience, and asks what it should do 
today. It’s a permanent and dynamic 
process. And the ecumenical move- 
ment gives us the opportunity for mu- 
tual criticism and correction. 

With liberation theology, we Latin 
Americans can make real progress. But 


liberation theology still has a long way 
to'go. 


What are your views on the Vatican 
sanctions imposed on Leonardo Boff? 
(LP, May 30, 1985) 

Leonardo Boff is trying to con- 
tribute to the search for a form of obe- 
dience that is appropriate to today’s 
world, for a style of being church that 
is adequate to our times. The official 
Catholic church, represented by the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith, decided Boff’s position went be- 
yond the internal consensus acceptable 
to the Catholic church. At that point 
the Boff problem became a disciplinary 
one within the Catholic church. Those 
who are interested in the problem 
should consult Catholic authorities. As 
a Protestant I cannot be the one to in- 
terpret the decision, because Boff is a 
Catholic priest. It would be preten- 
tious for me to do so. 

We believe the liberation theology 
movement is not just Cathoffc. It 
is ecumenical, and in this sense it helps 
facilitate dialogue among the churches. 
But I can’t comment publically on 
the specific case of Leonardo Boff. 


Hasn’t the Catholic church’s negative 
response to many aspects of liberation 
theology been a step backward? Hasn’t 
it set back the possibility of under- 
standing between the ecumenical world 
and the Catholic church? What has 
changed with John Paul II? 

Ecumenism is perhaps the most 
important characteristic of John Paul 
II’s papacy. I doubt you could find a 


“Liberation theology gives young Latin American Christians a feeling of 
pride and dignity, a feeling they are participating in the most vital issues 


affecting their countries.’’ 


our friends in Africa are asking libera- 
tion theologians some interesting and 
critical questions. They are asking 
whether we consider not only economic, 
social and political issues but also cul- 
tural, ethical and religious ones. Afri- 
can theology pays more attention to 
African traditions, and tries to relate 
to traditional culture. Latin American 
liberation theology has yet to do full 
justice to American Indian cultures— 
both pre- and post-Columbian-or to 
black culture’s contribution to Latin 
America. In these very basic areas, 


word he uses more frequently than 
ecumenism. If you go through the 
documents of the recent Roman synod, 
you'll see that every one of them 
affirms -the ecumenical calling of the 
Catholi¢ church; they deal with 
conflicts here and there and with di- 
vergent theological schools, with the 
possibility of collaboration on human 
rights and in situations of conflict... . 
But none of this modifies {the Catholic 
church’s] conviction concerning its 
present ecumenical mandate, which the 


pope says is irreversible._ (over) 


castro/2 


The pope said this very thing last 
year on his visit to the WCC in Geneva. 
At the same time there are difficulties, 
the greatest of which is his claim that 
because he is bishop of Rome he should 
be treated as the highest authority in 
his church. This poses problems for 
Protestants and for the Orthodox. So 
we make two affirmations: first, that 
we cannot go back on our ecumenical 
commitment; and second, that we 
have real and objective difficulties that 
must be considered and confronted 
along the ecumenical journey. 

I don't want to evade the more 
controversial side of your question. In 
my report to the WCC’s governing body 
in the Buenos Aires meeting last July, 
I mentioned the name of our brother 
Boff, but not as a matter of church 
discipline. I do not question the right 
of a church to have its system of intern- 
al discipline. However, if the Boff 
case indicated a rejection of any theo- 
logical movement originating within 
Latin America, it would become not 
only an internal problem for the Ca- 
tholic church but an ecumenical prob- 
lem as well. Because in any future 
church unity there will have to be 
the ability to respect cultural, liturgical 
and theological differences. 

We never think of tomorrow’s 
church as monolithic. It will be a 
many-colored church. It will have to 
be a symphony, a broad tableau. And 
we have to let our voice be heard, at 
least when these kinds of theological 
conflicts come up. We should speak out 
and prevent the suppression of legiti- 
mate diversity within our churches, be- 
cause this diversity will be absolutely 
necessary if there is to be progress to- 
ward the overall unity of the churches. 


At the WCC meeting in Buenos Aires you 
called Vatican sanctions against Boff 
(LP, Aug. 22. 1985) “an obstacle to 
unity.” Has this altered relations 
between the WCC and the Vatican? 

No relations have not changed. 
Ecumenism is more than sharing a cup 
of coffee. It requires the honest airing 
of differences to facilitate understand- 
ing. If I hadn’t addressed the subject 
when the WCC met in Latin America, 
I would have failed to share the poten- 
tially conflict-producing ‘‘Boff affair’’ 
with member churches throughout the 
world. I had to open representatives’ 
eyes to the issue’s ecumenical implica- 
tions. The Vatican representative, who 
was there at the time, spoke up and said 
I should have discussed this privately 
{with Catholic authorities]. It is always 
better to speak privately rather than 
publicly, he said. I answered that he 
was right, and that I had spoken of the 
problem with the cardinal. He then ex- 


plained that Father Boff had been in- 
vited to keep silence not because of 
liberation theology but because of his 
ecclesiology; the latter constitutes a 
problem for the whole Catholic church 
and is not, in the strict sense, a Latin 
American issue. 

If this is the case, his explanation 
is correct and helpful. Now we can con- 
tinue conversations with our Vatican 
friends, but on liberation theology in 
general within the context of the de- 
velopment of national and regional 
churches that express the plurality and 
richness of the Gospel as it relates to 
a variety of cultures, 

The Buenos Aires incident did 
not lead to asplit. Instead it intensified 
the conflict, permitting discussion ona 
higher, more promising level. And after 
Buenos Aires, naturally, there were ex- 
changes between the WCC and the Va- 
tican on liberation theology itself. 


What do you believe has changed, for 
the better or for the worse, during the 
papacy of John Paul IL? 

I accept the question, but within 
the field of ecumenical relations. I 
think a first area of progress is the Ca 
tholic church's clear affirmation of its 
ecumenical commitment. Today no 
priest has any excuse for failing to work 
with Protestants or the Orthodox in his 
area. If he refuses to do so, he is dis- 
obeying his church’s highest authority. 
This is very important, because there 
are many people in our churches who 
do not take the step of reaching out 
to one another. 

A second area of progress is more 
direct and institutional ecumenical partic- 
ipation by the Catholic church. One ex- 
ample is CONIC {here in Brazil]. There is 
more encouragement for Catholic par- 
ticipation in countries throughout the 


world. This institutionalization is 
growing visibly. 
Third, the pope's visit to the 


WCC last year symbolized entry into 
ecumenical dialogue and affirmed that 
it is time to discuss the really difficult 
issues. In this sense it was worthwhile. 
Difficulties we can see have to do 
with the search for a contemporary Ca- 
tholic identity. The problems are more 
within the Catholic church, but these 
affect the non-Catholic groups they 
deal with. Conversations on liberation 
theology always fall within these dif- 
ficulties, for example. That's inevitable. 


Are you referring to divisions between 
progressives and conservatives? 

The adjectives are yours. I have 
not used them. There are very com- 
plex situations in Latin America. For 
example, in Central America there are 
ecumenical groups that work with the 


*the churches of Africa and Latin Amer- 


\ 

f 

WCC and which sometimes are in rea 
conflict with their own ecclesiastica) 
authorities. There are soii.e Sonflictivd 
ecumenical dynamics that need to be 
overcome, but using clear criteria: ap 
proved by both .the Catholic church 
and the ecumenical movement. 
The poor are the priority. This 

is a value the Latin American church, 
in its Catholic expression, has alread 
affirmed through the documents o 
Medellin and Puebla: it has also been 
ratified through tne Latin America 
Council of Churches (CLAI). This 
means that among Christians there ca 
be no discussion that fails to make re/ 
ference to the situation of the poor 
people of Latin America. So the basic 
criterion or reference point for all of 
in situations of conflict is how to better 
serve the outcast and dispossessed 
members of Latin American society. 


f 


We know the WCC has priorities for ac; 
tion. What are its priorities for Latin 
America and Africa? 

The WCC does not have priorities 
for Latin America or Africa, because 
the World Council is nothing without 


ica. The WCC is not an organization 
that sets policy. It is a permanent con- 
sultation process in which poli 
emerges. The WCC acts on two differ- 
ent levels: one is programmatic, wit 
four or five conferences. A theme fi 
study, participation and experience is 
set, and we hope it leads to conse- 
quences in the life of the churches. The 
second level is the fundamental missio 
of the church, which is to call humanit 
to have faith in Jesus Christ.. Its only 
specific spiritual and religious contribu 
tion is to relate men and women to th 
person of Jesus Christ. Now we say lib- 
eration theology is of significance in 
the evangelization of Latin. America, be- 
cause in the Christian faith it finds re- 
sources for struggle. re 

Another great task is that of seek- 
ing Christian unity: what models of 
unity do we have, and how far can we 
go in seeking unity? We cooperate with 
one another, but we are so happy to 
be working together that we no longer 
feel the urgency of working for unity. 
What model of unity can we develop 
together, and what are the roles to be 
played by church leaders in developing 
a unified vision? The great concern is 
an alliance for justice, for peace and 
for the integrity of all creation. 

Every peace movement must lead 
to the vital and creative dialogue that is 
the search for justice, which is the great- 
est concern of the Third World coun- 
tries. These, then, are the great prior- 
ities of the World Council: solidarity, 
mission, unity, justice and peace._ fps 


ECUVIEW/S. Vasanthakumar: "The Cross and the Korean Church" EPS 86.02.117 


[This item is abridged and adapted from the "South Indian Churchman” (November 
1985). ] 


Illuminated crosses - red, blue and green aglow. As if competing with the 
dazzling colourful neon light signboards and advertisements. An arresting 
sight indeed for any night saunterer in the mod city of Seoul, the capital of 
South Korea. 


It is said that the number of such crosses keeps increasing. If these 
crosses symbolise the presence of the Christian church and the Christian 
community, here's a nation experiencing one of the most rapid growths of 
Christianity. But to reflect on church growth, does the cross always mean 
quantitative expansion, the popular index of success, or does it involve 
suffering also, a qualitative experience? 


The church in the South Korean peninsula has registered phenomenal growth 
druing the last two decades. Particularly the Protestant church has grown by 
leaps and bounds. 


As per the government census, the Protestant church had a numerical strength 
of 7,180,627 in the year 1980 while ... the Catholic church during the same 
year had a membership of 1,321,293. From a strength of 1,140,000 in 1960 the 
Protestant church grew five times in the next 20 years. At the beginning of 
the eighties, it was estimated that by the end of 1984, the year of centenary 
and bi-centenary celebrations of the Protestant and Catholic churches 
respectively, the Christian population of the Protestant church alone would 
touch 10 million. 


In all probability, this projected target would have been reached, perhaps 
even passed. One wonders as to what could be the factors which have 
contributed to this rapid church growth in South Korea, whereas countries like 
Singapore and Hong Kong do not present such an encouraging picture despite 
similar atmospheres of modernization these countries are undergoing. 


An analysis of the trends and patterns of church growth in South Korea would 
reveal that this growth rate has a vital link with the history of the nation 
itself. This linkage can be broadly explained as three-fold: ... [search for 
meaning in life, a spirit of nationalism, and individualism and economic 
progress] ... 


Two dominant theological trends can be traced as underpinning the growth of 
the church in Korea. 


(a) The first theological presupposition caters to individual salvation, 
individual piety, and individual prosperity. This also satisfies the 
individual aspirations of people caught up with the ethos of progressive 
economy. 


No wonder this theological orientation receives invisible support from the 
government as ‘good for the people', a strategic move for keeping communist 
ideology suspect, as well as at a distance. The faith and practice of a vast 
majority of Christians in Korea fall under this category. 


(b) Over against this there is another theological trend shared mainly by the 
intellectuals, theological teachers and some prominent church leaders. They 
take the history and culture of the Christian church and the Korean nation 
very seriously. - (over) 
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They affirm that the church has to keep alive its liberative motifs and 
address itself concretely to contemporary socio-political oppressions of the 
people, in the context of the present neo-colonial domination of the 
transnational companies and imperialist powers. 


One such emergent theology is Minjung theology. Minjung means 'the people', 
‘the crowd', ‘the mass’. Minjung is defined as people who are politically 
oppressed, economically exploited, culturally uprooted and socially 
discriminated. 


These marginalized people become the subject of history and the theology 
interpreted in terms of the eruption of these dehumanized persons. 


Though this theological perception is not popular among the ordinary 
church-goer, it is slowly gaining acceptance among the university students, 
farm labourers and factory workers. 


One could see the articulation of this radical faith in the day-to-day life in 
Korea through student demonstrations for human rights, farmers' protest to the 
government on import and export policies and so on. 


When it comes to life in the church, whereas several churches have three-to- 
four worship services on Sundays, some Christians have to gather for worship 
in front of police stations. 


For the majority of Koreans, cross represents the success story. Visits to 
different church programmes would testify to this. Almost all the churches 
are overcrowded, the people flocking with overwhelming enthusiasm to churches 
that are passionately involved in evangelising the whole nation. 


Cutting across this triumphant church, there is the other dimension of the 
cross which portrays struggle, suffering, and the hope of liberation. 
Situations like special police force deployed outside the administrative 
building of the National Christian Council of Korea, and the imprisonment of 
pastors and lay leaders because of their critical voice of dissent and 
protest, are concrete expressions of this deeper meaning of the cross. 


It is significant to note here that in some villages one comes across church 
buildings not just adorned with crosses alone, but together with banners 
voicing out the option for justice and freedom of expression. 


What does the symbol cross mean in the context of the Korean church polarized 
into two segments of theological convictions and action? Does cross 
symbolize triumph announcing the success story of the numerical expansion of 
the church? 


Or does it symbolize the struggle of the people towards socio-political 
emancipation? Or should the cross represent the pivotal point somewhere 
around which these two polar theological affirmations converge? 


These are some of the crucial issues that need to be raised, and reflected in 
order to understand the church in Korea and to learn from her experience. 


If one takes the history of Korea seriously, then one would come to the 
conclusion that the church in Korea would certainly incorporate the liberative 
motifs into the day-to-day life of the church and live up to the radical 
meaning of the cross. There are signs to affirm this conviction. - EPS: ’ 


ECUVIEW/Stephen T. De Mott: “Church and State in Chile" EPS 86.02.118 
[This item is abridged and adapted from Latinamerica Press (13 February). ] 


While political forces opposed to the government of Augusto Pinochet have 
openly declared 1986 a decisive year, Chile's Roman Catholic bishops appear to 
be growing more cautious and less outspoken. 


The hierarchy has been supporting a “national accord” aimed at replacing the 
country's military dictatorship with an elected government; its efforts 
suffered a serious setback on Christmas Eve when Santiago's archbishop, Juan 
Francisco Cardinal Fresno, attempted a "reconciliation" meeting with General 
Pinochet. 


Gift in hand, Fresno showed up at the presidential palace to dialogue with 
Pinochet. According to reports in opposition publications, the interview 
became a 20-minute monologue in which the general lectured Fresno and enjoined 
him to stop playing politics. Fresno was reportedly dumbfounded and unable 
to respond. 


At the end of the interview, Pinochet handed the cardinal an oversized, 
gift-wrapped box, threw open the doors of the conference room, and heartily 
embraced him in the presence of reporters and television cameras specially 
convoked for the occasion. Sources close to Fresno said the incident left 
him "disconcerted and depressed”. 


The government has expressed satisfaction over the election of conservatives 
to high posts within the bishops' conference, and recently commended the 
bishops for the muted tone of recent hierarchical pronouncements. In 
mid-December, while Renato Hevia, the priest who directs the Jesuit monthly 
“Mensaje”, was in jail for publishing editorials regarded as “insulting to the 
president", the bishops met at their seacoast retreat in Punta de Tralca to 
elect new officers and set pastoral priorities for the coming year. 


Progressives were re-elected to some key posts, but observers reported that 
the over-all balance within the conference's permanent committee was now more 
conservative than before. 


The government interpreted the election as a clear victory. On 12 January 
Pinochet's minister general, Francisco Javier Cuadra, declared: "For the 
first time, the year-end bishops' meeting did not come out with any 
politically-motivated statement ... and the recently-designated bishops are 
men who know the difference between religious topics and political ones.” 


Responding to Pope John Paul's recent encyclical, the bishops’ made 
reconciliation their key pastoral theme for 1985; however, during their 
December meeting they concluded that the campaign had done little to calm 
Chile's growing social tensions and decided to continue emphasizing 
reconciliation for the next three years. 


Their “Pastoral Orientations, 1986-89", characterize the country's 
socio-economic situation as essentially unchanged, saying it continues to be 
strongly marked by growing poverty, political polarization and violence. 


In 1985, the church itself was an increasingly frequent target of violence. 
A priest was beaten in Concepcién; the parish of La Legua in Santiago was 


sprayed with machine-gun fire; a church was dynamited in Punta Arenas; and 
members of Catholic youth groups in Santiago's working-class neighbourhood of 
Puente Alto were kidnapped, terrorized and tortured. - (over) 
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The bishops' “Pastoral Orientations” proposes three general guidelines: the 
option for the poor, reconciliation, and formation of people. In their last 
chapter the bishops selected young people, the family, Christian base 
communities and laity as their pastoral priorities for the coming years. 


The option for the poor, say the bishops, “includes the gospel commitment to 
struggle for the promotion and defence of human rights”. Among those rights 
are respect for individual integrity and freedom as well as access to work, to 
food, education, housing and health. 


The bishops have begun preparing for a visit by the pope, scheduled for March 
1987. Committees have already been selected to work out the logistics of the 
pontiff's three- or four-day tour, which will probably include a visit to the 
northern city of Antofagasta, where he will speak to miners, and another to 
the southern island of Chiloé to address fishers. 


In early 1985 hundreds of church workers signed a letter asking the pope not 
to come to Chile until democracy had been re-established. These pastoral 
agents, most of whom work in urban slums of rural villages, say they do not 
believe that either the cardinal or many of the country's 31 bishops 
adequately interpret the needs and desires of local Christian communities. 


Pope John Paul's two most recent episcopal appointments have also irritated 


progressives. Arch-conservative Jorge Medina was named auxiliary bishop of 
Rancagua, and former police chaplain Pablo Lizama was appointed bishop of 
Illapel. Still, many bishops continue to speak out against rights abuse; 


they include Jorge Hourton, a Santiago auxiliary; Carlos Gonzalez of Talca; 
Alejandro Jimenez of Valdivia; Carlos Camus of Linares; Fernando Aristia of 
Copiap6; Tomas Gonzales of Punta Arenas; and Auxiliary Bishop Alejandro Goic 
of Concepcion. 


In Santiago's poor neighbourhoods, where unemployment is often over 50 
percent, church workers say the people comment on the difference between the 
episcopacy of Cardinal Raul Silva, who retired in 1983, and that of Cardinal 
Fresno. “The church has taken a step backward", complained one woman. 
“Earlier, the church's option was clear; but not now. It is always seeking 
dialogue with the dictatorship, and this new attitude slows down the 
liberation process." 


But while the Vatican and some members of the Chilean hierarchy appear to 
speak less forcefully on social justice issues and are wary of pastoral 
movements inspired by liberation theology, the country's grassroots Christian 
communities continue to flourish. Summer courses in several Santiago 
parishes offer liberation theology classes that have been well attended. 


"Liberation theology is not an idea floating in the air", said one priest 
interviewed here. "Rather, it is people taking the popular movement 
seriously and forming a church that will be able to continue even in the 
socialist society we will one day create.” - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ghassan Rubeiz: "The Future of Lebanon” EPS 86.02.119 


[A Lebanese, Rubeiz is Middle East secretary at the Geneva-based World Council 
of Churches. This is excerpted from a longer comment (5 February). ] 


--. Lebanon has disintegrated, and there seems to be no chance for 
resuscitating this country in the near future. Lebanon has already lost the 
utility of its army, its parliament, its government, its economic 
infrastructure, and above all the behavioural elements of nation-building: a 
national vision, a social system of law and order, and collective morale. 


I am willing to adjust to the painful loss of my nationhood, but I am unable 
to tolerate much further the denial of the fact that Lebanon, as a nation, is 
finished. Such a denial is deceptive and costly in at least three ways: 


i, Extending the mirage exposes the residents of Lebanon to further 
bloodshed and insecurity, to humiliation, to moral decay, to drug addiction, 
to fratricide and suicide. This prolongation of the torture is in the 


context of baseless hope for a new united Lebanon. 


2, The more the country goes into destruction, fragmentation, and moral 
decay, the harder it will be for its communities to find alternative solutions 
to the current situation. The moral, economic, and demographic resources 


have already reached a phenomenally-low level. The budget deficit, drug 
addiction and insensitivity to crime are a few such indices of decay. 


3s By hoping to recover Lebanon, we are committing a fatal error in 
judgement of the status quo of the Lebanese situation. Such false hope 
implies two types of misperception: (a) seeing some residual unity in this 
nation; and (b) spotting change in the basic political patterns which led to 
the current tragic situation of the country. 


As for seeing residual unity in this nation, what elements are left which tie 
the Lebanese as a nation beyond the lira [the currency] and the passport? 
Even those two superficial “paper” facilities may soon become invalid. 


As for detecting change in the political patterns of this community, where is 
it? Have the regional forces changed? Have the local leaders changed? 
Have the militias vanished? Has the Lebanese army been brought to life? 
Have the local media stopped their games? It is a situation of dé@ja vu to a 
point of nausea. 


Let us realize that Lebanon is politically dismembered so that the surviving 
residents of this miserable “territory” will be saved from further torture. 
Let us declare the area a disaster territory which has been caused by an 
eleven-year regional war which involved several peoples and nations including 
Lebanese, Palestinians, Israelis, Syrians, Americans and Iranians. ... 


The fate of the Lebanese in the coming years is in the fate of the region. 
There will be a war or two or three in the coming decade. There will be a 
coup or two or three in the coming years. Will there be a peace or two or 
three in this period? We pray for the latter, but we need more than prayer 
if world and regional forces are to change favourably. 


Peace in Lebanon is expected within a regional framework which brings the 
rival political actors to a round-table of negotiation. This hoped-for peace 


is the one which would give Israel acceptance from its neighbours, Syria its 
territory lost in 1967, Palestinians their territorial rights (in the West 
Bank and Gaza) and the Lebanese an equitable and secular power-sharing 


fornula. We are dreaming, but dreams are initial steps towards reality. - EPS 


ECUTEXT: “A Challenge to the Churches - Hunger in Africa” EPS 86.02.120 


[This is excerpted from “Root Causes of Hunger and Food Insufficiency in 
Africa”, prepared by the studies sub-committee of Churches’ Drought Action in 
Africa (EPS 86.02.93,94).] 


f. ... The focus should be not only on the drought, which is extended and 
worsened by the exploitation of the continent, but on the structures that 
reproduce poverty and underdevelopment in Africa. 


2 ... Several priorities must be pointed out in relation to the African 
governments. One, African governments should create food monitoring systems 
which would concern themselves with food shortfalls. Two, there is need to 
create minimum levels of food reserves. This can only be done with the 
stepping-up of food production in Africa itself, in moving from the rhetorical 
to the real priority of food production. There is also a need for 
international structures that can facilitate quick response to distress calls. 
Nothing substantial has been done to date, because most western 
governments prefer to keep their own hand in the food aid process. ... 


a The study has also taken us further to examine the various activities of 
the churches in Africa, not at the level of relief - everybody agrees they 
must be beyond this - but at the developmental and especially at the 
productive level. ... 4. If one was to sum up the main call to the African 


churches in a simple phrase one would say “Be everything to all people”. ... 


aa You can only minister to people when you know them, their aspirations and 
hopes, their problems and dilemmas. This is the first duty of the local 
churches. From this wisdom has emerged the emphasis on the grassroots. 
However, many of the grassroots aspirations, hopes, problems and dilemmas 
originate in a broader national and international context; solutions must 
often, therefore, be sought on this level. When this aspect is forgotten, 
the churches become instruments of charity and mercy .... This does not solve 
the peoples’ problem but merely postpones them. 


6. Up to the Middle Ages and the early days of capitalism, the churches were 
the centres of knowledge and learning. ... However, in the secularization 
process, the churches have ldést that inittative over knowledge and have come 
to lag behind the state and to depend upon it. What is being suggested here 
is that the churches must once more return to the forefront of knowledge and 
the counselling of the rulers. 


T. There is no need to doubt the sincerity of the western churches’ 
motivations in their efforts to help Africa develop. The selfless work that 
is being done in the relief field in various parts of Africa and the 
enthusiastic response that people have shown towards the African hunger 
situation is a testimony of their sincerity. It will therefore be painful 
for the western churches and the multitude of people who are giving so much to 
help Africa to be told that they are part and parcel of the very obstacles 
that prevent Africa from developing. It is a very great challenge if, after 
Africans have accused them of complicity in their underdevelopment, they ask 
them at the same time to help to remove the obstacles to their development. ... 


8. ... In the first encounter with the western churches, Africans came face to 
face with colonialism, and now in the second encounter with the western 
churches they come face to face with neo-colonialism of the western financial 
empires. These statements are not intended to induce a sense of guilt in the 
western churches or to arouse sympathy and charity, but as facts from which we 
have to build a new relationship based on justice and joint responsibility 
among the churches all over the world. - EPS 
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SHOPTALK (53/07) 


EPS coverage is planned for issues to be mailed as follows: executive 
committee, WCC, 8-16 March, Zaire: 20 March; assembly, World .Student Christian 
Federation, 13-24 March, Mexico: 20&26 March; ecumenical consultation on root 
causes of hunger in Africa, 7-l1l April, Senegal: 15 April. If your deadlines 
require different arrangements, let us know. (To cover the WSCF meeting in 
person, make arrangements with EPS no later than 10 March.) 


The International Fellowship of Reconciliation (Hof van Sonoy 17, NL-~1811 .LD 
Alkmaar, Nederland) is making available two articles - on the Peace Brigades 
International group “trying to protect people at risk in Guatemala for their 
human-rights advocacy,” and an interview with Sulak Sivaraksa, "a leading 
Buddhist figure of nonviolence and development in Thailand.” 


Five brief reflections on the ninth-century missionaries Cyril and Methodius 
by current and former Eastern Orthodox members of the staff at the Ecumenical 


Centre in Geneva are available to journalists from EPS. 


The WCC Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service (Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20) has available to journalists: 


a status report (14 February) on the hunger situation in Africa, and 


situation reports on the reconstruction progam following last year's 
Mexican earthquake (no. 1, 19 February); Lebanon (no. 46, 19 February) 


detailing recent work of the Emergency Relief, Rehabilitation & 
Reconstruction Program of the Middle East Council of Churches; and 
rehabilitation in Uganda (no. 1, 20 February). 


An address by Erich Weingdrtner, an executive secretary of the WCC Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs during discussion at the 42d session 
of the UN human rights commissions, in Geneva, on the situation in South 
Africa is available to journalists from WCC/CCIA, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The January-February issue of “Bridge: Church Life in China Today” focuses on 
the church in Fujian province. The magazine is published by Tao Fong Shan 
Ecumenical Centre (Tao Fong Shan Road, Shatin, N.T., Hong Kong. “United 
Methodist Reporter” (Box 660275, Dallas TX 75266-0275) devotes a quarter of 


its 27 December issue to religious liberty around the world. 


The Europe Office of the World Student Christian Federation (Gétgatan 3, S-752 


22 Uppsala) has available its new book, “Living Beyond Our Means: Struggling 
with Liturgy in the 80s." It includes several liturgical texts, and 


reflections on worship. The Ecumenical Youth Council in Europe (Phin, 
H-1392 Budapest 62) has a leaflet with information on six international and 25 
national seminars in 10 European countries the year for European church youth 
leaders and young people. 


New York-based “Diocesan Press Service" reports, relative to EPS 86.02.41, 
that Victoriano Jimeno is a priest, not bishop of the Episcopal [Anglican] 
diocese of El Salvador. The diocese is currently without a bishop, and is 
under the charge of Leonard Romero, Episcopal bishop of northern Mexico. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. Headlines by telex: 
EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then ask for 
full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Let us know if you want to 
be on the telex list. EPS deadline: Most weeks, it is Tuesday at 8h00 GMT. 


This EPS was printed 26 February. 


CHURCH REPS REJECT SA DEBT Ecumenical Press 
PLANS, MEET GOVERNMENT REPS Service 86.03.01 


JOHANNESBURG - In advance of talks in London about repayments of South African 
debts to overseas banks, three leading church opponents of apartheid (the 
South African system of race separation of white supremacy) urged rejection of 
the government's proposals. Later last month, the banks and South Africa 
reached a compromise, despite the call from Desmond Tutu, Anglican bishop 
here; Beyers Naudé, general secretary of the South African Council of 
Churches; and Allan Boesak, president of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches. The three said the government, dominated by representatives of the 
white minority, should resign as part of any debt rescheduling agreement. 
‘They said “the crisis now confronting South Africa is a direct result of the 
government's political, financial, and economic policies.” 


The next day, Tutu led a delegation of church people to Cape Town seeking 
talks with South African President P.W. Botha. Instead of Botha, the group 
saw a officials led by Adriaan Vlok, deputy minister of defense and law and 
order, They discussed the racial unrest which has claimed more than 1100 
lives in the past two years. Tutu then reported (21 February) to a crowd 
estimated at 30,000 in the black township of Alexandra, where at least 19 
people had died in unrest in the week before. Many in the crowd were clearly 
disappointed at Tutu's report that "all they [the government] said was that 
they would look into your demands." There was some booing. 


Earlier last month, the research organisation Markinor reported that a survey 
of 800 blacks in major South African cities showed Tutu is the most popular 
black South African leader, with 20 percent of the respondents choosing hin. 
Then came jailed African National Congress leader Nelson Mandela (14 percent) 
and Gatsha Buthelezi, chief of the Kwazulu homeland (nine percent). No one 
else received more than two percent; 17 percent said no one represents black 
interests best, and 28 percent were noncommittal. 


Later in the month, there were media attacks on Tutu and other anti-apartheid 
church leaders. “The Citizen" daily newspaper said, in a scathing attack, "We 
would certainly like to know what the hell the bishop is about.” A state-run 
radio commentary asked: “At what point does his primary loyalty to the moral 
imperatives imposed by his church shift to the politics of power with its 
opportunist compromises with principle?" Reuter news agency quoted Tutu in 
reply: "We shall continue to do what we believe is right." 


In other recent South African developments: 


- Seven prominent clergy members of the Dutch Reformed Church (NGK), which 
counts many government leaders among its members, urged (18 February) the 
government to lift its ban on the ANC, which the government outlawed in 1960. 


- Police questioned three members of a Commonwealth delegation set up to 
promote dialogue between South African blacks and whites. The trio, which 
included Nita Barrow, a president of the World Council of Churches, was 
stopped briefly (21 February) when it tried to enter Alexandra township. 


- WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro sent a letter (12 February) asking 
information from the 310 WCC member denominations about their attitude and 
action toward banks doing business in South Africa, noting 1981 WCC criteria 
on relationships with such banks [1981 EPS, no.5, p.3; no.25, p.1]. 


- The SACC executive committee (19 February) called on all its members to 
observe 16 June as a “day of prayer for the end of unjust rule” in the 


country, and affirmed the Tutu-Boesak-Naudé statement on bank loans. — EPS 


MONEY ROW IN PART OF Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH OF NORTH INDIA Service 86.03.02 


[This item is abridged and adapted from "Church of England Newspaper” (14 
February). During his visit last month to India, Archbishop of Canterbury 
Robert Runcie, first bishop of world Anglicanism, condemned a “rigid view of 
Anglicanism": He said his visit was a “clear demonstration of where the true 
succession of the Anglican tradition lies - within the wider unity of the 
Church of North India, and not in any so-called continuing Anglican group”.] 


BOMBAY - In almost every country in the world, the church is looking for 
money. But in parts of India, some money is looking for a church, and that 
is causing serious problems for the [United] Church of North India. 


For many years the company and charity laws in India have meant in effect that 
a church cannot own any investments or property. Instead they set up trust 
funds to do it for them. In general, no problem, with trustees appointed by 
and from amongst the church. 


When six denominations in north India agreed a unity plan in 1970, they 
decided to forge ahead and untie legal tangles afterwards. In Delhi, 
Calcutta, Lucknow, and other places, the trusts have since been integrated 
into the CNI with no difficulties. But elsewhere, principally here and in 
Amritsar, the CNI has ahead of it a long and expensive High Court case if it 
wants to claim any of the money it sees as its own. 


According to the CNI bishop here, Samuel Joshua, the problems stem from one or 
two individuals who saw that they would lose power and influence when the 
funds were transferred. Although the CNI is seen universally as the direct 
successor to Anglicanism and the other participating traditions, the trustees 
say, citing a 19th-century Scottish case, that the link is not proven. 


So, here, the CNI is estranged from its historic resources, principally 
property. When Joshua became bishop here, in 1979, the trustees were in the 
process of developing some land to provide 20 or 30 church flats. The bishop 
objected, on grounds the resources should benefit the whole church, not just a 
few individuals chosen by the trustees. The deal was further muddied by 
Bombay building practices, by which one leases land to a developer, who builds 
the flats, giving the owner half free-of-charge and retaining the other half 
by way of payment, which is then sold on the black market. 


In 1980, Joshua froze all sales of church property. At that point, he still 
chaired the trustees, but the other 12 started to meet without him, and also 
stopped paying the church investment interest. 


The bishop has resisted advice to take the case to court, preferring moral 
pressure, The CNI council has condemned the trustees, and he says there is 
practically no support for them. The trustees have been trying to woo 
congregations over to their side, offering funds for building repair. 


The congregations generally take the money, but continue to support the 
bishop, sometimes paying a small percentage into central funds. Now, though, 
the trustees have joined up with a disaffected CNI presbyter who has set up an 
independent Anglican church, with support from a breakaway US Anglican bishop. 


There is a growing feeling in the CNI that it ought to sacrifice the property 


rather than be drawn into a long legal wrangle over it. “Perhaps we should 
let these fellows take it and be rich and die with it", Joshua says. He 
takes comfort from the financial support given the CNI from its congregations, 
and is learning to run the church on that money alone. - EPS 


US CHURCH COUNCIL: YES Ecumenical Press 
TO ‘HARARE DECLARATION! Service 86.03.03 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - The "Harare Declaration” [EPS 85.12.44,45,46,75] was 
endorsed by the executive committee of the [US] National Council of Churches, 
meeting here [21 February], but only after extensive debate, and by a divided 
vote. Opponents said Harare's call for support of “South African movements 
working for the liberation of their country" could mean “blanket endorsement” 
of groups whose methods were unacceptable or unknown to the church. 


The committee also called for suspension of US military aid to the 
Philippines, and heard a report of success in its mediation of a dispute 
between farm workers and the Campbell Soup company. 


United Church of Christ President Avery Post, a participant in the gathering 
of church leaders in Harare (Zimbabwe, 4-6 December) under the auspices of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches, moved that the NCC “affirm” the 
declaration. Elenie Huszagh, a Greek [Eastern] Orthodox lawyer, objected that 
some liberation movements might not act in accord with NCC principles. 


United Methodist Bishop Paul Duffey also voiced reservations, but United 
Methodist ecumenical officer Robert Huston recalled that the US secured its 
own independence by violent means. Ellen Kirby, an executive of the United 
Methodist women's division, said the declaration leaves each denomination free 
to decide which groups it considers valid liberation movements. NCC General 
Secretary Arie Brouwer said later he would so interpret it. 


A substitute motion by Joann Kagiwada of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), prefacing support of the declaration with a statement of NCC 
commitment to non-violence, lost, 11-13. Affirmation then passed on a voice 
vote, but with some opposition. 


On the Philippines, the committee expressed "shock and dismay” at “fraud, 
corruption and intimidation" in the recent election. It also deplored an 
“evident trend" of the US government to "disregard" the rights of Filipinos. 


William Thompson, who chaired a committee seeking to resolve the Campbell 
dispute, reported that agreements were signed 19 February by the company, the 
Farm Labor Organizing Committee and representatives of farmers. He said this 
was the first instance he could recall when the NCC served as a mediator 
rather than advocate for one side in such a controversy. Lutheran Church in 
America Bishop James Crumley welcomed it as a “watershed” event in NCC history. 


Financial reports indicated advances in denominational support of the NCC, but 
continuing crisis in some units. The church and society division recently 
dismissed its justice-for-women executive for lack of funds. 


The board elected several new staff members: Michael Roshak, director for 
Europe and the Soviet Union, a deacon of the Orthodox Church in America and 
thought to be the first Orthodox ever elected; Ruth Woodcock, chief financial 
officer, said to be the first member of the Society of Friends (Quakers) ; 
Gregory Smith, director of foreign disaster response, the first from the 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church; and Kathleen Hurty, director of the 
Commission on Regional and Local Ecumenism, the first Lutheran in recent years. 


Though white women and ethnic-minority men been elected in notable numbers, 
the lack of many ethnic minority women has drawn criticism. Action on the 
new staff was taken in closed session, but participants indicated afterwards 
that although the issue regarding ethnic minority women was raised, the 
forceful protest some people had expected did not occur. - EPS 


CONVENTION OF US RELIGIOUS Ecumenical Press 
BROADCASTERS: BIG DISPLAY Service 86.03.04 


[This item is abridged and adapted from New York-based Religious News Service. ] 


WASHINGTON (William Bole) - The annual convention of the National Religious 
Broadcasters has evolved into an extravagant display of preachers; the latest 
in telecommunications technology; well-known personalities, music, and 
entertainment; and Christian companies selling all sorts of products. This 
year was no exception, even though NRB leaders were still fuming over a 
network tv segment last year which portrayed the convention as a "kind of 
trade show for God" in the words of CBS correspondent Morley Safer. “If the 
convention of the converted is about anything, it's about money", CBS reported. 


In turn, NRB complained that CBS didn't talk to any of the group's leaders, 
and based its program on a walk through the exhibition area, where - this year 
- 300 companies and organizations filled 100,000 square feet of space. Most 
were selling things like state-of-the-art electronics and media equipment, but 
some were a little off-beat, like an airline company especially for 
Christians, and selling “Christian” blank video and cassette tapes, as well as 
“Christian” camera and microphone suppliers. 


The CBS broadcast so irritated the NRB leaders that, in a recent issue of 
their magazine, they also defended the National Council of Churches against 
what they described as an unfair attack by "60 Minutes”, which aired a program 
in 1983 alleging questionable NCC political activities. 


Still, NRB leaders took steps to avoid giving off the image CBS highlighted. 
Before the convention, NRB President Robert Cook sent a message - "Trade Show 
or Spiritual Revival?" - to the group's membership of nearly 1200 religious 
broadcasting units. "We must see to it that the mistake - if indeed it was a 
mistake - does not happen again”, Cook said. He told them they needed to put 
on a convention this year that would appear more spiritual than commercial, 
and would live up to its theme, "Changing Lives to Change the World”. 


This year, according to NRB Executive Director Ben Armstrong, the convention 

included speakers known more for their message than for their success in the 
business of broadcasting, for example, cited social critic and radio minister 
James Dobson, who spoke on the needs of families. "We tried to be more 
substantive and address tough issues", he said. "There was a time when John 
Buchanan and Jesse Jackson would never have been allowed into our halls", he 
observed, referring to a leading critic of tvevangelists and the black 
civil-rights leader who spoke at the NRB's 43rd annual convention. 


Although allowed in, Jackson found when he arrived that only about 150 of the 
4500 registered broadcasters showed up for a breakfast talk he gave. More 
than 1200 went instead to a pro-Israel prayer breakfast with no official 
connection to the NRB meeting. Some black NRB members and Jackson charged 
the organization tried to “sabotage” the Jackson appearance. 


And for all the talk about giving off a better image, the NRB meeting was 
pretty much what people have come to expect and look forward to each year. 
It had the usual parade of born-again personalities like singer Pat Boone and 
Walt Disney star Dean Jones. Car-maker and born-again Christian John DeLorean 
also made an appearance, telling what he said was the untold story about the 
criminal charges of cocaine-trafficking and fraud lodged against hin. 


“You have to get people's attention", Armstrong said, “and you have to go 
first class, with entertainment values." The convention itself was broadcast 
over a new Christian satellite tv network called Success-N-Life. - EPS 


KOREAN CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
MULTIPLY IN USA Service 86.03.05 


[This item is adapted from material by the Presbyterian Church (USA).] 


LOS ANGELES (EPS) - Before the end of World War II, there were only a handful 
of Korean congregations in the US. Now, there are 1500. Three years ago, 
when there were 1150, statistics from the Korean-language biweekly "Christian 
Herald,” here, described about half as Presbyterian - 300 in the Presbyterian 
Church (USA), 100 in the Korean Presbyterian Church in the USA, others 
independent. 


While the increased number of Korean-Americans (of Korean birth or parentage) 
during the past 20 years is due to changes in immigration laws instituted in 
1965, the corresponding growth in the number of Korean Christian congregations 
seems unparalleled in the US. 


The key to this growth, according to Sung Kook Shin, is the vital role the 
church plays in Korean family life. Shin, consultant for Korean-American 
ministries for three PCUSA synods (regional units), says religion is central 
for Koreans, with congregations offering chances for worship, evangelism, 
education, and helping others, in addition to a Christian setting for social 
interaction. 


Korean Presbyterians are deeply involved in establishing their congregations 
on a firm footing for their children and future generations. While some 
still use shared facilities, many have purchased or built, or are in the 
process of obtaining, their own buildings - often at great personal financial 
sacrifice to members. 


It is common for Korean families to have a daily prayer meeting before going 
to work or school, either at home or at church, Shin notes, just as they did 
in Korea. “They study the Bible to learn how to relate to their new life in 
this country. They want to be deeply rooted in the American community. 
They are very concerned about their families, and bringing up their children 
in the church", he says. 


Korean Presbyterians do not confine religion to attending Sunday worship 
service, he adds, but “live in a Christian atmosphere all week". They meet 
frequently to worship and study, and hold evangelistic meetings with non- 
Christian Korean immigrants “not just for membership gain, but because they 
want to save souls and to find some new value of life in this new land”. 


An essential element in the rapid growth of Korean Presbyterian congregations 
is the role of "“kwonsas" - experienced deaconesses, usually elderly women 
whose families have grown and who therefore have more free time to devote to 
church activities. 


"The kwonsas play a very important part in the development and growth of each 
local church", Shin explains. “Some kwonsas are highly educated for teaching 
and leading Bible studies held in the districts served by each church.” Such 
sessions are held on weekday evenings, and may include dinner or refreshments 
in addition to Bible study. 


Kwonsas also visit church members who are sick or in need “to encourage them 
in their Christian faith", visit hospitals and nursing homes "to look for 
needs to report back to the pastor and session [congregational governing 
body], ... to perform services which the patients may need", and to teach and 
evangelize among non-Christians. (Of the approximately 40 million people in 
South Korea, about a third are counted as Christians.) - EPS 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES URGES Ecumenical Press 
"NEW INITIATIVES' ON IRAN-IRAQ Service 86.03.06 


GENEVA - Ninan Koshy, international affairs director of the World Council of 
Churches, urged (20 February) UN Secretary General Javier Pérez de Cuellar to 
take “new initiatives for cessation of fighting and for a durable peace” in 
the Iran-Iraq war. He expressed “profound appreciation" for UN efforts to end 
the conflict, and assured Pérez de Cuellar of “continued support”. 


From 11 to 18 June, the WCC plans to send a four-person delegation “primarily 
to the churches in Iraq", but also to meet with government leaders. Besides 
Koshy, the team includes Ghassan Rubeiz, WCC Middle East secretary; Dwain 
Epps, international affairs director at the [US] National Council of Churches; 
and Michael Trensky, an Oberkirchenrat (church official) with the Evangelical 
[United, Reformed, Lutheran] Church in [West] Germany [and West Berlin]. 
Rubeiz is also to go to Iran this month to arrange a similar visit there. 


The populations of Iran and Iraq are mostly Muslim. The war between them is 
now in its sixth year. The dead are estimated at more than a million. There 
are said to be 50,000 Iraqi prisoners in Iran, 10-15,000 Iranians in Iraq. A 
UN Security Council resolution (24 February) proposed a ceasefire, return to 
recognized international borders, and exchange of prisoners to end the war. 


Rubeiz said there was a “compelling need” to go beyond these diplomatic 
proposals to “decisively end this bloody war". He suggested reduction of 
“superpower rivalry” and a halt to the supply of arms to both sides. “The 
world", he said, “has not paid enough attention to this tragic conflict”. - EPS 


Pope invites Brazilian church leaders to conference EPS 86.03.07 
ROME - Pope John Paul invited a group of Brazilian Roman Catholic leaders to a 
three-day conference (13-15 March). The Vatican said the group would hold "an 
informal meeting aimed at examining, in a spirit of fraternal dialogue, the 
life and activity of the church” in Brazil, where there are many proponents of 
“liberation theology”, including some church leaders. Last year, the Vatican 
condemned some aspects of such theology. — EPS 


Nigerian bishops oppose country's Islamic Conference membership EPS 86.03.08 
LAGOS - Nigeria's Roman Catholic bishops urged (21 February) the country to 


revoke its January decision to join the international Islamic Conference 
Organisation. The bishops say Nigerian membership is “an injustice to other 
religions" and violates the country's constitution. Islam and Christianity 
each account for about half the country's population. — EPS 


US evangelist sends chaplains to Nicaraguan government opponents EPS 86.03.09 
WASHINGTON - Pat Robertson, head of the Christian Broadcasting Network, said 


here that CBN supplies "“chaplaincy service and Bibles” to the "“contras” 
(forces fighting the Nicaraguan government). Last October, Robertson denied 
CBN was sending them humanitarian aid. - EPS 


Consultation on the Church and the Jewish People meets EPS 86.03.10 
ARNOLDSHAIN (FRG) - At its meeting here (10-14 February), the Consultation on 
the Church and the Jewish People, related to the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches, resolved its opposition to “the many signs of growing extremism 
sanctioned by religious zealotry". It also set as an aim in coming years to 
“bring before the WCC and its member churches the fruits of Jewish-Christian 
dialogue over many years and in many lands". Much of the discussion at the 


meeting was related to the theme, "Christological directions in the light of © 
the encounter with Judaism". CCJP has about 40 members. - EPS 


Proposal to send FRG pastors to GDR EPS 86.03.11 
MUNICH - Fritz Anders, vice president of the synod of the Evangelical-Lutheran 
Church of Bavaria (in the FRG [West Germany]), is proposing that his 
Landeskirche (regional church) support Evangelical (Lutheran, United) 
Christians in the GDR (East Germany) by sending personnel and not just money. 
Anders noted that there were more young theologians in the Bavarian church 
than there were pastoral vacancies, while there were unfilled vacancies in the 
GDR. In the 1950s, there was official permission for such a programme. - EPS 


Eugene Smith, US Methodist & WCC official, dies EPS 86.03.12 
DEMAREST (New Jersey/US) - Eugene Smith, from 1964 until 1973 the executive 
secretary of the US Conference for the World Council of Churches, and of the 
WCC office in New York, died last month after a long illness. The memorial 
service was here (23 February). Smith, a United Methodist minister, was 
pastor of congregations in New York and New Jersey before and after his WCC 
work. For a time he also headed the world division of what is now the United 
Methodist Board of Global Ministries. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Pat Haldane-Stevenson: "Letter from Canberra” EPS 86.03.13 
[Haldane-Stevenson is an EPS correspondent in Australia. ] 


Hosted by the Australian Capital Territory's House of Assembly, the 
International Year of Peace was launched here [20 January]. Several speakers 
stressed that hopes for peace depend not so much on hatred of war - which is 
shared by just about everyone - as on positive moves for social justice, and 
for the eradication of poverty and of the inequalities that make for war. 


This “root-cause” approach suggests possible divergence from the already- 
established Australian Programme for Peace, which focuses in particular on 
horrors of nuclear war, and supports an end to uranium mining and nuclear 
energy for any purpose. The program's huge Palm Sunday rally (23 March) will 
for the first time this year march from, not to, Parliament House, to express 
the movement's apparent disappointment with government policy. 


One current aim of the programme has the psychological asset - always valuable 
as a focus - of being immediate, specific and pin-pointed - to give notice to 
Washington to dismantle the large monitoring complex at Fine Gap, near Alice 
Springs. It is one of two US installations of major strategic importance in 
Australia, and a major Soviet target in the event of war. The current 10- 
year lease is due for renewal in 1987, and notice to end could be given on or 
after 19 October this year. 


Such action would align Australia with New Zealand's refusal of nuclear 
warships in its ports, a gesture that has angered Washington, virtually ended 
the ANZUS treaty (which links the US, Australia, and New Zealand), and deeply 
impressed small nations of the southwest Pacific. It is not a decision that 
Canberra is at all likely to take, but demand for it could keep the Program 
for Peace's feet on the ground. 


The program gives proper and at times deeply-moving expression to ordinary 
people's longing to be delivered from the fear of genocide. Hopefully, the 
IYP will complement this longing with greater awareness of the causes of war, 
and of creative and practical ways by which those causes can be defeated. 


The Australian foreign minister has warned the national committee that a poor 
IYP performance by Australia's government or community leaders could gravely 
disenchant the younger generation. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Krister Stendahl: "Digesting Jewish-Christian Dialogue” EPS 86.03.14 


[Stendahl is bishop of Stockholm in the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden. This is 
excerpted from his report to the meeting (Arnoldshain, FRG; 10-14 February, 
EPS 86.03.10) of the Consultation on the Church and the Jewish People of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. At the meeting, Stendahl announced 
his resignation as CCJP moderator, after 11 years, to devote more time to his 
Swedish work. ] 


When we come to theological issues, we become conscious of the fact that, 
of all the multilateral dialogues, this [Jewish-Christian] dialogue's 
beginning is the very one that shaped our confessions, and shaped them in a 
climate of finding identity, which often is the climate of sharpening 
conflicts. When that historical fact is placed into the multilateral 
dialogue, similar awarenesses emerge relative to Buddhism, Islam, Hinduisn, 
etc., which we are able to recognize by analogy. 


Christianity, we know, was shaped by the ... encounter in which Christianity 
defined itself over against Judaism. Here, you could say, things are put in 
concrete, historically speaking, in a way that they are not when it comes to 
the dialogue with people of other faiths. And that is what makes our 
discussion of christology [doctrine of Christ], for example, so important. 


[The consultation needs to work on what] I perhaps would call 
“digestion”. We have to get the digestive tract working, lest there be 
constipation. We have to break down all the food that has been given us for 
thought so that it can be transformed into new energy and new strength. ... 


What have we really learned about our own theological development? There is 
a convergence here. In all dialogue, and especially in ours, the time has 
come to draw the conclusions and begin to digest what it has done and is doing 
to our own faith. 


This will not be easy. There is a special difficulty with the question of 
Jewish help and participation in our work of digestion. Even if it is our 
task, we would hope to have the assistance of the ears and the hearts and the 
minds of our Jewish partners. 


But there is in Orthodox Judaism a serious question whether one can enter into 
dialogue discussions about matters of faith, matters of theology. How much 
that is a matter of terminology and how much is a matter of substance remains 
to be thought out and, presumably, would look different in different parts of 
the world. 


We have come to a point already ... where bold steps have been taken 
theologically, with much digestion. But it is precisely on this issue, when 
churches suddenly start to recognize that dialogue might make a difference, 
that the real tensions will emerge. 


I feel, having moved from the United States to Europe, that that is a hotter 
issue in Europe than it is in the States. Continental theology is 
consciously confessional in a way in which even very dogmatic people are not 
confessional in the theological world of American pluralism. It°is in the 
theological issues that the heat lies. 


I hope we will not get stuck on abstract discussions on what a change in 
theology means and what changeless truths in theological senses are. As an 
historian, that would strike me as a battle of terminology: the church is the 
same and the church changes, and some are blind to the one and some are blind 
to the other. ... — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Allan Brockway: "From 'Dialogue' to 'Regrouping'" EPS 86.03.15 


[Brockway is programme secretary for Christian-Jewish relations at the Geneva- 
based World Council of Churches. This is excerpted from his report to the 
meeting of the Consultation on the Church and the Jewish People (Arnoldshain, 
FRG, 10-14 February, EPS 86.03.10). CCJP meets twice between WCC assemblies, 
the last of which was in 1983, and the next of which is set for 1991. ] 


.». The next period, which I am going to venture to name, instead of 
“dialogue”, the period of “regrouping”, will demand of the CCJP something that 
has always been incipient in its work, but which has to date not been visible 
programatically, namely theological study, reflection on the results of that 
study, and dissemination of what that reflection produces ... 


In the dialogue period that was ample justification for having a “dialogue”; 
the event itself was the object of the enterprise. But in the post-dialogue 
period, in the “regrouping” period, it is not enough. In the days to come 
each of us, Jews and Christians alike, must actually learn something about 
ourselves if we are to be able to benefit most from such meetings together. 


The period of regrouping is a period of looking inward, of assessing what we 
have learned over the past 50 or 60 years of Jewish-Christian dialogue, about 
Christianity in the case of Christians and Judaism in the case of Jews. And 
that can only be done by Christians talking with Christians, and Jews doing 
the same thing with Jews. We now need to talk with ourselves to find out 
what we really have learned from the others. 


At this point I would make bold to suggest that the time is ripe for the 
Jewish community to “regroup” as well. It will have quite different specific 
items on its agenda than does the Christian community, but they are no less 
important. 


For instance, could not Jews profit from a serious reflection on what it means 
for them to live in a world in which the church is on their side, rather than 
opposing and persecuting them? 


I have made this suggestion from time to time to Jews, some of whom have 
responded, “What makes you think there is, or is likely to be, such a world?” 
There are many signs, not least among them the fact that virtually all 
branches of organized Christianity have rejected the deicide charge, affirmed 
the validity of God's covenant with Israel, and vigorously opposed anti- 
semitisn. 


That the residue of centuries, when precisely the opposite was the case, 
continues to plague both Jews and Christians is no denial of the basic change 
in Christian understandings of Jews and Judaism that has taken place in our 
lifetimes. Not, incidentally, that change in attitude represents qa major 
alteration in Christianity itself, the significance of which has yet to be 
assimilated by the church. 


I grant you that these suggestions are not very “dialogical”. But we are now 
past the “dialogical” period in Jewish-Christian relations (which is not the 
case, however, with reference to other religions). 


We can and will continue to engage in dialogue on the basis of the principles 
we have struggled so long and hard to enunciate; we must not fail to do so - 
but we are commanded to go beyond, to examine our own faith, our own 
religion. We are commanded by the God of history to look towards the 
re-shaping of Christianity itself in light of what we have learned from our 
Jewish colleagues. - (over) 
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There are some, many perhaps, who fear that such re-shaping would so alter 
Christianity that it would no longer be the same religion, the same faith, and 
that therefore the enterprise should be avoided. But they should be reminded 
that Christianity has changed many times during its history, some of those 
times radically. 


Moreover, in its most serious intent, theology is most faithful when it works 
towards changing Christianity into a fuller and more comprehensive 
understanding of God and what God is doing in the world in and through his 
people. And what could be more appropriate for the church than to learn 
about its own faith from encounter with the People of God, the Jewish people? 


There are two major areas of Christian theology that are benefitting from the 
dialogical encounter, but those benefits have not made their way into the life 
of the churches .... These are (1) the meaning of the land and state of 
Israel for Christians, coupled with the problem of the “peoplehood" of the 
Palestinians; and (2) beliefs and doctrines surrounding Jesus of Nazareth, 
called the Christ. 


(1) For too long the conflict of Israel with the surrounding Arab states and 
the Palestinians has been treated by the churches as a political problem with 
no genuinely religious component, when in fact it presents one of the most 
serious theological problems facing us today. 


Since this report is obviously not the place to enter into an extended 
discussion of the complexities of the problem, I will simply state the issue: 
How do we reconcile the church's definitive identity with the Jewish people, 
of whom Israel is today the most tangible and powerful symbol, with the 
church's conviction that its place is on the side of the poor and 
dispossessed? I submit that that question cannot be answered with political 
answers; only careful theology will suffice. 


(2) It is in the area of beliefs and doctrines about Jesus and Christ that we 
will be focusing our attention during these days together as the CCJP. The 
questions are many; I will mention but a few. What, for instance, is the 
import for Christianity of the Jewish denial that Jesus was the Messiah 
promised by the prophets? Do we continue to claim that they are wrong? Or 
do we take them seriously and ask what their claim might mean for Christian 
theology? 


What, for instance, do we make of the Jewish puzzlement, at best, over the 
Christian claim for the incarnation? Do we ignore it? Or do we take 
another look at our doctrine? 


And, then there's the resurrection. How important is that for Christian 
faith? How can it be interpreted so as to make sense within a contemporary 
Jewish world-view, or, for that matter, within a contemporary scientific 
world-view? What have we learned about ourselves from our more _ than 
half-century of serious and open encounter with Jews and Judaism? 


The point I've been making is that we Christians need to stand back and take a 
look at ourselves, at our own religion, at our own faith and its basic 
tenets. No longer can we go on acting as though dealing with Jews was only a 
matter of good interreligious public relations, fighting anti-semitism, and 


trying to get the church to understand why the State of Israel acts the way it 
does. Al of these things are vitally important. But beyond then, 
time-honoured Christian theologies and dogmas are in question. ... — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Austin Carley: “Church and State in Spain” EPS 86.03.16 


[This item is abridged and adapted from New York-based Religious News 
Service. More than 95 percent of Spain's approximately 40 million people are 
counted as Christians, almost all of them Roman Catholic. ] 


The current shape of church-state relations in Spain is complicated but 
fascinating. Understanding it is the vital key to the puzzle of the 
country's 20th-century history, and an indicator of how things will go in the 
21st. 


"All teaching, education and social communication were fundamentally Catholic” 
under the late dictator Francisco Franco, says the Roman Catholic bishop in 
Grenada. "At first, other denominations were barely tolerated. Then there 
was a progressive move towards freedom of worship” during and after World War 
II. 


The transition between Franco and the democratic period began long before the 
dictator's death in the mid-1970s. This was clearly visible in the part 
played by the church, especially so after the now-retired, Roman Catholic 
archbishop of Madrid, Vicente Cardinal Enrique y Tarancon, very deliberately 
distanced the hierarchy from direct political involvement during the later 
Franco years. 


Liberals have credited the archbishop with bringing Spanish Roman Catholicism 
into the 20th century. 


But his critics, like the late Josemaria Escriva de Balaguer, founder of Opus 
Dei, who died in the same year as Franco, accused him of triggering the 
de-Christianization of Spain, which they say is now being brutally carried out 
by the Gonzalez government. 


The transition began with the church still exercising formidable control over 
Spain's cultural life through church-run newspapers and radio stations. 
Above all, it was the arbiter of private and public morality, and the power 
behind book and movie censorship. 


The 1978 constitution makes no direct reference to Spain's very special 
Catholic nature. Despite fierce clerical opposition, contraception and 
divorce are now legal, and a limited abortion law is on the books. Yet just 
one in 10 doctors is prepared to perform a legal abortion. 


Private schools are still very much under church control. When Prime 
Minister Felipé Gonzalez rushed through a law expropriating private schools 
and colleges, nearly all administered by religious orders, two million 
parents, teachers, and fervent lay people joined protest marches all over 
Spain. The government backed down. 


Nowhere is the cultural change more apparent than in the traditional role of 
Spanish women. It had begun to change in the mid-1950s with growing 
prosperity and the expansion of university education. 


Today Spain has a higher percentage of its population attending university 
than any other European country. 


Both Franco and the church saw women not as equals of men but as wives and 
mothers or nuns and charity workers. Many women still hold that view. 
Nonetheless, the king and the prime minister are pressing on for further 
modernization — but not without formidable obstacles. - (over) 
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"There is tension between the sort of new society we believe the government 
wants and the traditional historic Spanish society”, says a Jesuit priest. 


And a bishop says, “The church may seem to be meddling in the affairs of state 
in the way it takes a stand on divorce, abortion, the role of women and 
education.” 


Says another Roman Catholic leader: “The state is not lord and master of 
anybody's life. So if it legislates on a human being's first right to live 
or not to live in the mother's womb it exceeds its authority. It is not that 
the church claims to have total control over people's lives. But it does 
have its prophetic duty to denounce all offences against the dignity of the 
human person.” 


This source adds, “We believe the state should regulate the administrative and 
material aspects of society, but in the sphere of moral values it has no right 
to impose a view of life on its citizens. It is often not what the church 
says that is criticized but the mere fact it has intervened.” 


Spain's first socialist government for half a century observed the third 
anniversary of its coming to power in December. Its platform, popularly known 
as “Felipismo,” is slowly but fundamentally reshaping Spanish society. The 
opposition to it is difficult for a non-Spaniard to identify. It is easier to 
say what it is not - not the church, not the armed services, and, above all, 
not the parliamentary opposition. Nor is it an alliance of all three. 


Despite the apparent success of Pope John Paul's recent visit to Spain, the 
church and its allies are apparently losing ground. The prime minister says 
it is not his intention to “de-Christianize" Spain, or even to oppose the 
church in its spiritual mission. 


The weakening of the impact of the institutional church in Spain is part of a 
world trend, says the minister of culture. Whether he is right or not, there 
has been a large drop in vocations to the diocesan priesthood, and an even 
bigger one to the religious orders, both male and female, since Franco's 
death. The median age of priests and nuns continues to rise. 


"As a church we have an inferiority complex when we compare ourselves to the 
real or imaginary superiority of other European churches", says Marcelo 
Cardinal Gonzalez, archbishop of Toledo. "We seem to lack first-rate 
theologians able to analyse the rapid secularization of our land and to find a 
Christian antidote to materialism.” 


Many church leaders and lay people place their hope for the revitalization of 
Spanish Catholicism in Opus Dei, the overtly political organization so dear to 
the pope. 


Others cynically call it “Octopus Dei” or the “Sacred Mafia". It is feared 
by many young clergy and fervent laity as a front for fascist politicians and 
the still potentially dangerous military faction, waiting in the wings for the 
opportune moment to seize power. 


On the other side, Christians for Socialism and expanding “basic Christian 
communities", modelled on Latin American experiments, are flourishing. In 
many cases they are directed by former missionaries, some of them liberation 
theologians. A renewed Spanish church is about to take off, they say. —- EPS 


ECUVIEW/James Ross Dickey: "Standing at the Port Hole" EPS 86.03.17 


[This item is abridged and adapted from "Presbyterian Record” (Canada) of 
January 1986. Dickey is its editor. ] 


Ecumenism has been reduced to a visit with relatives; not beloved relatives, 
but relatives to whom we should be polite - once a year anyway. Denominations 
sail in the good ship oikoumene as if they were confined to their state rooms. 
They view the outside world through a port hole. Fellow passengers are, for 
the most part, a rumour. Occasionally we hear them partying and complain 
about the noise. 


The view from the port hole is limited. Nor does it improve by saying, "Oh 
well, we're all on the same ship and headed in the same direction. All have 
the right to exercise their taste in state rooms.” The Yearbook of American 
and Canadian Churches lists, by my count, 214 American denominations, and 81 
in Canada. Can anyone seriously contend that this state of affairs is what 
Christ had in mind, or the Reformers either, for that matter? 


I know the church divided early, almost before it got out of the apostolic 
age. Human beings have an almost infinite capacity for divisiveness. But 
we have grown so accustomed to our divisions that the scandal they present to 
the world is acknowledged, if at all, with a matter-of-factness that is 
callous at best, appalling at worst. 


Perhaps we accomplish little because we operate from the top of institutional 
structures, not the base. More can be done to foster unity if we take the 
attempts off paper and away from documents and work together in common 
tasks. We manage this in the realm of ‘overseas' mission more easily than at 
home, and in working together on specific disasters - the African famine, the 
Colombian volcano tragedy. It is easier to be ecumenical at a distance and 
in the face of need so acute that it dwarfs differences in doctrine. 


But what if we could co-operate more in necessary projects of lesser magnitude 
than international disasters, projects and dreams closer to _ home? For 
example, wouldn't it be a worthwhile development if the Salvation Army could 
see itself, and we could see it, as not one more denomination but as a sort of 
Protestant Franciscan order, working among the poor with the support of all 
Protestant denominations, even when the Red Shield campaign wasn't being held? 


When one denomination seems to succeed more than others in specific tasks, why 


duplicate? Presbyterians have a strong belief in an educated clergy. 
Fine. But in Native Canadian (Indian) work this belief has proved a 
hindrance - the education offered being cast, as it is, in thought patterns, 


ways of thinking, decidedly alien to the Native Canadian mind. Anglicans 
have had less difficulty in training Native Canadian clergy and the United 


Church has established an all-Native Canadian presbytery. Should we say "me 
too” or “go to it"? 


Denominational co-operation generally stops at the door of the church 
extension departments, in spite of the fact that laity are increasingly 
‘ecumenical’, often choosing a church less on the basis of denominational 
heritage and more on a number of other reasons, ranging anywhere from 
proximity to parking space, from preaching to the chance to participate. 
Most congregations today are made up of people from many denominational 
backgrounds —- or none. 


In 1986 we can continue to stand at the 'port hole' of our denominational 
state rooms, looking out at the waves cast ever higher by the winds of 
change. It's time we did more, intentionally, to mix with our fellow 
passengers. The Captain's view, from the bridge, is much better. - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Studying Root Causes of Hunger in Africa - Objectives" EPS 86.03.18 


[This is taken from a report by the studies sub-committee of Churches' Drought 
Action in Africa (EPS 86.02.93,94,118). The CDAA coordinating committee is 
formed by Caritas Internationalis, CIDSE, Catholic Relief Services, Lutheran 
World Federation, and World Council of Churches, ] 


Towards the end of 1983 and the beginning of 1984 the media networks of Europe 
and North America finally discovered the starving people of Africa. As in 
earlier times of western discoveries of Africa, the all western world became 
concerned overnight with the African plight, which despite some African 
government pleas (Mozambique and Ethiopia) had gone unnoticed for a number of 
years. ‘This is not a place to discuss why the media was silent until then 
(one could add the silence of the local churches). What is important is that 
the skeletons of dying children and human deformities protrayed by television 
networks brought sympathy from all quarters. 


The first objective of the study was to research and analyse the real 
causes of hunger and food insufficiency in Africa. There was a feeling that 
there had been some misinformation about Africa by the African governments 
themselves, the churches and the western media in general. The truth had to 
be told that the blame for Africa's present predicament should not be laid at 
the foot of the drought. The major causes were political exploitation and 
oppression leading to poverty and hunger .... 


The objective was now to lay blame where it really belonged. In this 
situation, while it might not be possible to tackle all the causes of famine 
because of the existing power configuration, the churches would not be blamed 
and accused of having remained silent in the face of exploitation and 
oppression and even having helped to keep the power relationships unchanged. 
The informative and conscientisation role of the study was stressed. ... 


The second objective was the identification of follow-up projects to the 
drought victims. The examination of the existing models and methods and the 
extent to which they could be repeated elsewhere was called for. 


The third objective was to present a true African analysis and interpretation 
of Africa's hunger predicament. What was being emphasized here was that 
Africans must be given the opportunity to speak about their present situation 
and predicament. From this it meant that the study was to be carried out by 
Africans themselves [who would] ... make themselves heard in their own words. 


The fourth objective was to obtain the subjective opinion of the hunger 
victims as to the actual causes of hunger and the possible solution. The cry 
was “let us have what the grassroots say about their problems and let us then 
respond to them”. ... 


It should have been clear from the start that when the emphasis was put on 
presenting African perspectives on the question of hunger, this could not be 
addressed only to the West. The truth had to be told to the African 
governments that continued to mask it. Here the political dimension embedded 
in hunger and famine could no longer be masked. A form of confrontation and 
challenge to the existing powers could not be avoided. 


It was not only the governments that needed to be told the truth - the local 
churches and in particular the church leaders had to be awakened to the 
injustices being perpetrated in their own countries and call upon them to be 
the mouthpiece and defenders of the starving masses. This element of the 
African churches" responsibility was reinforced during the Arusha meeting 
where the team leaders met with the sub-committee members in July 1985. - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Churches, Poverty, and Hunger in Africa” EPS 86.03.19 


[This is excerpted from the introduction to the third chapter of a report by 
the studies sub-committee of Churches’ Drought Action in Africa (EPS 86.02.93, 
94,118). The rest of the chapter details church activity in Zimbabwe, Sierra 
Leone, Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi, Kivu, the Sahel, and with the Muthara 
peasant community in Kenya. ] 


.. ‘“Churches" and "African churches” have come more and more to denote 
national, regional and continental church institutions and organizations. It 
must be noted, however, that these institutions and organizations, like their 
constituent parts, are very much dependent on external funding for their 
administrative and operational costs to say nothing of their programmes and 
projects. To give an idea of this dependency, the National Christian Council 
of Kenya received from overseas 72.8 percent of its total income in 1979, 69.3 
percent in 1978 and 78.1 percent in 1977. 


When we are talking of church activities in Africa, we are talking about 
denominational, localised activities ... run by various denominations at the 
congregational and/or diocesan level, and interdenominational, national 
activities ... by the national organizations and institutions. 


Both activities for the most part are still externally dependent. They also 
have been for the most part in the traditional sector of education and health, 
and other services. However, in an effort to rationalise and harmonise 
services in the country the post-independence governments have had to exercise 
increasing control of the mission activities in these fields. 


The initial tendency, for most governments, has been to take over the 
educational activities. This has involved mostly the nationalisation of 
church schools, although the new trend is either to hand back the schools or 
to allow the churches to open up new schools. Similar intervention has been 
felt in the medical services. This has either involved total take-over of 
health activities or a general reorientation of health services. 


The new wave in Africa, beginning in the late 70s and early 80s has been for 
the church to move into new activities, broadly defined as development 
activities. The main stresses here have been integrated rural development, 
grassroots development and projects to benefit the poor sections of society. 


There are two questions to be answered. The first is why this shift towards 
the so-called development projects? Second, what is to be understood by 
development and what is the meaning of the expressions, integrated rural 
development, grassroot development and projects for the poor? 


Why has there been a shift to development activities or better production 
related activities? The reason that is normally given is that African 
countries have failed in their development endeavours to the extent that 
Africa finds itself in a worse situation than at independence. In other 
words, the churches have been forced to enter into the productive domain 
because of the increasing poverty and plight of the masses. To be noted, 
however, is that the impetus for shifting towards that direction has come from 
the aid agencies and Western churches. 


Of interest is that the shift in direction has come in the wake of Western 
governments’ accusations of African governments' inefficiency, corruption, and 
embezzlement of funds resulting in the non-implementation of development 
projects. The Western governments then decided to channel some of their aid 
to African countries through non-governmental organizations (NGOs) which were 
praised for their commitment and efficiency. - (over) 


africa/2 


The most viable non-governmental organizations that were in direct contact 
with the West were the churches, hence the push on the African churches to 
engage in productive activities. 


What must be taken into consideration is the fact that the development failure 
in Africa's two decades of independence is also the failure of Western 
countries themselves. 


In the first place, it is these governments and their agencies that 
recommended and supervised the development programme that Africa followed in 
the 60s and 70s; they are thus also responsible for Africa's development 
failure. 


Secondly, it is the structural relationship between the West and Africa that 
impedes meaningful development. It is therefore unjustifiable to place all 
the blame for Africa's failure to develop on the African countries. 


The recession and its repercussions in the West have made it clear to many 
people that continued development in the West demands some form of development 
in the Third World. 


However, the development needed (according to this view) is not one that would 
break the existing relations of exploitation and domination. Some form of 
improvement for the rural poor is necessary to increase their purchasing power 
and their production supportive of the West. 


If this argument is accepted then the new emphasis by non-governmental 
organizations - churches included - is to promote this new form of 
development. Are the Bible and the Cross now preceding the new imperial flag 
- thus allowing for the total economic domination of the world by the western 
industrial powers? 


One need not subscribe to this argument, but still the present definition of 
development by the donor agencies and the United Nations agencies supports 
it. Development is being defined in terms of economic growth - the increase 
in purchasing power and sustained consumption. Besides, development is not 
seen within the over-all context of the growth of national self-reliance and 
the equitable distribution of wealth. 


It is for this reason that most of those who talk of development in Africa are 
talking about "fundable projects". These are often isolated projects which 
result in over-extending national resources once external support is 
withdrawn, but which also fragment the national economy and leave it with the 
islands of plenty amidst growing national poverty. The evidence for this 
fragmented development is plentiful particularly in those countries that have 
not been persuaded to follow an integrated rural development approach, 
grassroots development or the basic needs development. 


What the above policies have come to mean is to fight the national 
industrialisation endeavours. Industrialisation beyond mere processing and 
small-scale operations is condemned because it does not benefit the poor. 
This attitude breaks the necessary development linkage for self-sustained 
development in Africa and increases continued dependency. 


Our aim here is not to condemn the new church efforts into productive 
activities but to bring to the fore the broad context in which these 
activities are taking place. It is only an awareness of these facts that can 
help us avoid the open snares. ... — EPS 


ECUTEXT: “Ecumenical Visit to Haiti” EPS 86.03.20 


[A five-person delegation under the auspices of the World Council of Churches 
visited Haiti (13-18 February, EPS 86.02.77), shortly after its former 
“president-for-life", Jean-Claude Duvalier, had fled the country. The group 
reported it met with church people (Methodist, Baptist, Anglican, Salvation 
Army, Roman Catholic), representatives of church relief and development 
agencies, two government ministers, students, families of former political 
prisoners, some people recently returned from exile, and inhabitants of poor 
neighbourhoods. Almost all of the approximately 5 million Haitians are 
counted as Christians, most of them Roman Catholics. Here are excerpts from 
its report. A full text is available to journalists, in French and English, 
from WCC/HRROLA, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. ] 


--.- The anger of a whole population triggered the fall of Jean-Claude 
Duvalier. It was neither organized, provoked nor manipulated by any 
identifiable political entity. The general uprising against the previous 
regime can only be explained by the despair of years of unlimited injustice, 
Systematic looting of the population by a privileged caste, arbitrary 
violence, the cruelty of the armed militia (tonton macoutes), and the extreme 
poverty of the great majority of the population. 


A major rallying point has been among the youth, especially within the 
framework of the Catholic church, and a kind of biblical demand for justice by 
the poor. They took form here and there in recent years as “basic Christian 
communities", often ecumenical in nature. ... Some key developments and 
actions were crucial: the words of the pope, during his visit in 1983, when 
he said that “things must change in this country”, seemed to have liberated 
the Catholic church in its struggle for justice. The Council of Youth (April 
1985) mobilized young people of all creeds, and the murder of three secondary 
school students in Gonaive marked the beginning of massive peaceful protests 
in the whole country. 


It must be stressed that this popular revolt erupted in a totally pacific way 
--. without recourse to arms, which, were in any case unavailable to people. 
-.. [Duvalier left] following a cruel week of bloody repression by the tonton 
macoutes. Several hundred persons were killed by them, and estimates reach 
2000 persons killed since the beginning of’ the popular demonstrations against 
the Duvalier regime, last November, in various parts of the country. 


It was made clear to the delegation that when ordinary people began attacking 
the homes and businesses of the tonton macoutes, they did so selectively, 
including precise addresses of the business establishments of the Duvalier 


family. Automobile dealerships and supermarkets were ransacked. Fifty of 
the most notorious of these previously-feared militia were attacked and killed 
by the populace. Many warehouses stocking food - even those managed by 


internationally-linked relief agencies such as CARE, Catholic Relief Services 
and Church World Service - were also overrun and completely emptied .... 


It must be repeated that the dominant mood is that of serene jubilation. The 
delegation felt this strongly. The people in Haiti are profoundly joyful 
that an era of oppression, looting, and humiliation has come to such an 


unexpected. end. However, there is another mood and that is of deep anxiety 
over the. future. This majority of people don't want their victory to be 
stolen from. then. But in fact there are several disquieting signs which 


disturb and exasperate people: 


= The presence in the new "conseil de gouvernement” and among the ministers 
of the new cabinet of several prominent “Duvalieristes” ... side by side with 


new persons who enjoy the full confidence of the population. - (over) 


haiti/2 
- Absence of any fixed date for elections. 


= The maintenance - even if inevitable after one week of new government - of 
Duvalier appointees still heading up medical hospitals, schools, the 
university, and public administration. This provokes growing revolt among 
hospital workers and teachers ... [resentful and impatient] for new leadership. 


- Delay by the government in taking down the old flag - which carries great 
significance in Haiti - and replacing it with the new one on public buildings 
and in parks. The people feel this to be a direct insult to its dignity. 


— Uncertainty and suspense surrounding Duvalier's final destination in 
exile. Already popular and political voices are calling for his extradition 
and public trials leading to sentences punishing him for his crimes, as well 
as restitution of his enormous fortune abroad to Haiti. 


One feels a great need for justice and great vigilance among the population. 
The establishment and strengthening of a democracy must of course take place 
by steps, but if there are not concrete signs of change, there could be an 
explosion of anger, nation-wide, which could be much harsher and less 
disciplined than that seen up to now. It could bring ominously unforeseen 
consequences. 


There is great concern about the need for exiles to return freely to Haiti. 
Out of the one million Haitians living now outside the country, in a vast 
diaspora of the Caribbean and the North Atlantic, no-one expects a massive 
immediate return of most of them, nor do they want to, it would seem, 
especially those half-a-million estimated to be in the US. However, hundreds 
of political exiles among them wish to return as soon as possible. In fact, 
several have already done so. Their rapid return, however, frightens the 
actual political leadership in Haiti, and many will certainly not be allowed 
to return now. It is hoped that their actual country of asylum will be 
understanding and will not force them to return. 


Finally, the delegation feels that foreign governments, essentially North 
American and European, will grant massive and appropriate economic assistance 
to this country which has been bled dry. In the same way, it is being 
recommended that international non-governmental organizations be ready to 
accompany and support realistic and imaginative projects of relief and 
development, always in the spirit of deep respect for the independence and 
dignity of the Haitian peoples and institutions. 


Haiti must be supported ... to break out of its isolation, as a people now 
widely congratulated and esteemed among the Caribbean and world family. This 
concerns especially the churches the world over. 


We have felt, all through this visit, beyond the warm welcome which was 
generously expressed to us, how much the churches and the people of Haiti are 
thirsting for contacts and renewed sharing with the whole of the human 
community, in a dramatic context which had made them feel excluded. The 
newly-found freedom and the first steps being taken by the new democracy ... 
which the Haitian people want fiercely to protect - fully deserve to be 
supported and reinforced by the international community with vigour and 
generosity. — EPS 
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SHOPTALK (53/08) 


EPS coverage is planned for issues to be mailed as follows: executive 
committee, WCC, 8-16 March, Zaire: 20 March; assembly, World Student 
Christian Federation, 13-24 March, Mexico: 20&26 March; ecumenical 
consultation on tourism in the third world, 19-22 March, FRG: 26 March; 
ecumenical consultation on root causes of hunger in Africa, 7-11 April, 
Senegal: 9&15 April. If your deadlines require different arrangements, let us 
know. 


A “Brief Survey of the Arrests, Sentences, and Torture to the Christians in 
Nepal from June 1970 till Date” [May 1985] is available from WCC/PTE, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. (See also EPS 85.05.17, 10.80) 


EPER (rue des Terreaux 10, CH-1003 Lausanne), the aid-and-development 
organisation of the French-speaking part of the Federation of Protestant 
[Reformed, Methodist] Churches of Switzerland, has available (in French) views 
of Amin Wardak, a leader of groups fighting the Soviet-supported government in 
Afghanistan, about the current situation there. 


The Christian Conference of Asia (10 New Industrial Road (05-00), Singapore 
1953) has available material for its annual Asia Sunday, 11 May. 


The new issue of “YMCA World Communiqué” (1I-1986) is available from the World 
Alliance of YMCAs (37 Quai Wilson, 1201 Geneva). It includes an interview 


with the new World Alliance Secretary General, Lee Soo-Min, articles on women 


in Asian society and African refugees, plus YMCA news and texts from two 
addresses (by Mortimer Arias and David Kwang-sun Suh) at last year's 9th World 
Council of YMCAs. 


Recent issues of the WCC refugee newsletter (WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20) focus on refugee health (January) and displaced persons (December). 


The World YWCA (37 Quai Wilson, 1201 Geneva) has material available for World 
YWCA Day, 23 April. Theme is “women working for peace”. 


University College, Cardiff (Box 78, Cardiff/UK CFl 1XL) has announced a new 
master's degree programme for mid-career journalists, beginning in October. 


Details are available from D.G.H. Rowlands, programme director. 


The Church Missionary Society (157 Waterloo Road, London SEl 8UU) has 
available study packs on Lebanon and Singapore. They focus on themes of 
Christian witness in situtations of conflict and church renewal. Both were 
produced in co-operation with local Christian bodies. The packs cost 2 and 
2.50 UK pounds respectively. 


“"NewShare,” bimonthly of the Council of World Mission (11 Carteret Street, 
London SW1H 9DL) has published its 50th issue (January/February). 


"Church of England Newspaper” has a new editor. Wallace Boulton succeeds Anne 
Tyler at the beginning of June. 


New in the WCC's CCPD Documents series (January 1986, no. 6): “The Debt Crisis 


and the Third World.” A copy is available to journalists from WCC/CCPD, Box 
66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section (Box 66, CH-121l Geneva 20) has 
material which can be used in connection with EPS items. 


‘i Headlines by telex; 
EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then as or 
full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Let us know if you want to 


be on the telex list. EPS deadline: Most weeks, it is Tuesday at 8h00 GMT. 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. This EPS was printed 5 March. 


EASTERN ORTHODOX GREAT SYNOD Ecumenical Press 
PLANNERS DISCUSS FOUR TOPICS Service 86.03.21 


GENEVA - Representatives of 14 Eastern Orthodox churches who make up the 
Inter-Orthodox Preparatory Commission for the Holy and Great Synod have 
produced texts on four of 10 issues on the synod's agenda - the ecumenical 
movement; fasting rules; dialogues with other Christian traditions; and the 
contribution of the local churches to the realisation of peace, liberty, 
fraternity, and love, and overcoming racial discrimination. 


The group met (15-23 February) at the Istanbul-based Ecumenical Patriarchate's 
centre at Chambésy, near here. Its report now goes to the next Pan-Orthodox 
Preconciliar Conference, set for Chambésy 31 October-9 November. The proposed 
Great Synod would be the first for Eastern Orthodoxy since 787. 


Besides the Ecumenical Patriarchate, represented were the patriarchates of 
Alexandria, Antioch, Jerusalem, Moscow, Serbia, Romania, and Bulgaria, and the 
churches of Cyprus, Greece, Poland, Georgia (part of the USSR), Finland, and 
Czechoslovakia. Not present were representatives of the Orthodox Church in 
America and the Japanese Orthodox Church, whose autocephaly or autonomy 
(independence) is recognized by some, but not all 14. Procedures for granting 
such statuses are part of the synod agenda. 


Earlier meetings of the commission dealt with those and the other agenda items 
- Eastern Orthodox living in the diaspora (areas of the world where they are 
not traditionally strong in numbers), the order of the various churches in 
liturgical commemorations, the church calendar (for example, the date of 
Easter, which is not celebrated at the same time by all Orthodox, or all 
Christians), and impediments to marriage. 


The commission's statement on the ecumenical movement says Eastern Orthodoxy's 
participation in it is in line with its history as it tries to express the 
apostolic faith in new historical situations, and respond to contemporary 
demands. The statement observes, however, that in participating in the World 
Council of Churches, Eastern Orthodoxy does not accept the idea of a parity of 
denominations, and cannot accept church unity as a matter of adjusting various 
denominational arrangements. It also calls for rule changes in the WCC 
because the increasing number of non-Orthodox WCC member churches will, it is 
feared, reduce Orthodox participation in WCC governing and consultative bodies. 


The document on dialogues covers those with Anglicans, Old Catholics, Oriental 
Orthodox, Roman Catholics, Lutherans, and _ Reformed. Referring to the 
Anglicans, it observes that, besides the ordination of women in some parts of 
Anglicanism, a major difficulty for Eastern Orthodox are the theological views 
of some Anglicans, which are considered too flexible and uncertain, and what 
the document describes as excessive statements by unnamed Anglican bishops. 


In connection with the Old Catholics, the commissioners voice concern about 
part of that tradition's full communion with Anglicanism, and recent plans for 
that between the Old Catholic Diocese and the Evangelical [Lutheran, Reformed, 
United] Landeskirchen (regional churches) in the FRG (West Germany). Difficult 
issues with Roman Catholicism are said to be former Orthodox bodies now among 
the Eastern Catholic parts of Roman Catholicism and what are seen as Roman 
Catholic attempts to convert Orthodox. 


Commenting on the dialogue with Lutherans, the document calls for equal 
importance for both academic and the ecclesial elements. It notes what it 
sees as two problems which affect the Reformed as well as the Lutheran talks - 
conversion efforts and intercommunion with other confessions. — EPS 


WAY TO MUTUAL RECOGNITION OF RC Ecumenical Press 
& ANGLICAN MINISTRIES OUTLINED Service 86.03.22 


LONDON/ROME - The president of the Vatican Secretariat for the Promotion of 
Christian Unity (SPCU) and the two bishops who co-chair the Second Anglican 
Roman Catholic International Commission (ARCIC II) have exchanged letters 
suggesting a way to allow the two traditions to mutually recognize the 
ministries of the other. 


At the heart of their current disagreement is an 1896 declaration by Pope Leo 
XIII that Anglican ordinations are invalid. Leo XIII judged that’ the 
doctrines of the eucharist and priesthood contained in the 16th-century 
service books of the [Anglican] Church of England were not in accord with 
Roman Catholicism. 


The letters from SPCU President Johannes Cardinal Willebrands, and Cormac 
Murphy-O'Connor (Roman Catholic bishop of Arundel and Brighton) and Mark 
Santer (Anglican bishop of Kensington), were released 6 March. 


Willebrands says that in the light of recent theological dialogues between the 
two traditions, "the explicit profession of one faith in eucharist and 
ministry, together with the possible positive effects of such a profession on 
the Roman Catholic Church's evaluation of the Anglican formularies of 
ordination, would be the strongest possible stimulus to find ways to overcome 
the difficulties which still hinder a mutual recognition of ministries”. 


The world's Anglican bishops meet in 1988 for their once-a-decade Lambeth 
Conference. They are expected then to express their view of the results and 
recommendations of the various dialogues in which Anglicans are engaged, 
including that with Rome. 


Willebrands says the "Roman Catholic Church will hope to be in a position to 
voice its final response at approximately the same time”. 


In their reply, the two bishops say Willebrands' letter is “especially helpful 
and timely” because the 1896 judgment has “coloured the manifold relations 
between our churches". 


They note, in particular, its relation to Rome's “current discipline which 
allows admission of Anglicans to communion only in very restricted 
circumstances. In countries where our two traditions live side by side", they 
observed, “we are aware of the acute pastoral problems that this situation 
poses", 


The two also observe that “our deliberations must take account of the fact of 
the ordination of women to the priesthood in some parts of the Anglican 
communion. We realise that this development creates a fresh and grave 
obstacle to reconciliation of ministries .... Nonetheless”, they add, “our 
confidence and hope for the successful outcome of our work is rooted in our 
experience of reconciliation already achieved between our two churches, in our 
growing trust in each other's integrity, and in the grace of God. 

",.. Our goal", they conclude, “is full ecclesial communion. We agree with 
ARCIC-I that ‘unity is of the essence of the church, and since the church is 
visible, its unity also must be visible. Full visible communion between our 
two churches cannot be achieved without mutual recognition of sacraments and 
ministry, together with the common acceptance of a universal primacy, at one 


with the episcopal college in the service of koinonia [Christian community].” 
= EPS 


CHURCH PEOPLE REACT TO Ecumenical Press 
SWEDISH LEADER'S MURDER Service 86.03.23 


STOCKHOLM - The assassination of Swedish Prime Minister Olof Palme (28 
February) prompted church reaction here and in other parts of the world. 
Archbishop of Uppsala Bertil Werkstroém, primate of the [Lutheran] Church of 
Sweden (SK) said it “shares the suffering of the knowledge that such a death 
could have taken place in our land”. 


In Palme's own SK parish, the Storkyrkan, priest Berit Oehrnberg announced his 
death the following Sunday, along with that of two other parishioners. "A 
polar wind is blowing through Sweden", Oehrnberg said. "The incomprehensible 
has occurred." At churches in the Swedish capital, a special prayer to mark 
Palme's death was read at the suggestion of Krister Stendahl, the Lutheran 
bishop here. "O God ... break the world's meaninglessness as you alone can. 
Into your hands we yield Olof Palme, his life, and his work. Let us not sorrow 
as though we had no hope. Defend the land and people of Sweden in these 
days. In Jesus' name, amen", people prayed. 


The day before, the Storkykan was nearly filled for an informal memorial 
service. Present at the front were representatives of the Swedish royal 
family. Sunday services here and in other large cities were more heavily 
attended than is usual in this country of low church attendance. 


In Geneva, World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro praised 
Palme's “passionate and committed involvement in the cause of peace [which] 
made him a source of hope and inspiration to millions". He recalled Palme's 
“bold initiatives", “creative proposals", and the “patient negotiations he led 
to resolve conflicts, to prevent war, and to attain disarmament. His interest 
and concern for developing countries, and for abolition of oppression and 
poverty will always be remembered.” Palme was among those who testified at a 
WCC-organized “public hearing on nuclear weapons and disarmament” in Amsterdam 
in November 1981. At the conclusion of his testimony, he observed that he 
followed the WCC's work “with great admiration", urging it to continue, 
“hard-headed and persisting in your idealism”. 


Also in Geneva, General Secretary Gunnar Stalsett of the Lutheran World 
Federation expressed appreciation for Palme's "strong stand on : 
disarmament, and the international leadership he showed on peace issues. We 
have also valued his engagement in human-rights issues, and especially his 
concern for the third world, and South-North justice.” Palme's goals, he 
added, “often coincided with the churches. We ... commit ourselves to pursue 
his vision of a more peaceful and just world.” 


The Church of Sweden reported "many, many expressions of sorrow and sympathy” 
from church and other sources, in neighbouring Nordic countries and around the 
world, including one from the Lutheran Church in the Philippines. Director 
Christina Berglund of the SK inter-church and ecumenical relations council 
said the reactions demonstrated how much Palme meant for interchurch contacts. 


Werkstrém recalled that Palme “often stood near to the church's own work. His 
activities awakened great respect, and for many Christians he became a model 
and a hope in the struggle. In dialogue with the churches, he was active and 
alert to the message which came forth, and always open and generous in his way 
of listening. ... It was apparent that it was of importance to him to maintain 
contact with the churches, and to hear Christian opinions. 


The Social Democratic Party, of which Palme was a member, arranged his 
funeral, a civil ceremony, for 15 March. — EPS 


CUBAN OFFICIAL CITES Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH ROLE IN SOCIETY Service 86.03.24 


GENEVA - Through liberation theology, the church is working for a “liberating 
way out of the tragic situation in which our people are living today” in Latin 
America, according to José F. Carneado, Cuba's government minister for 
religious affairs. 


Addressing a general staff meeting for the World Council of Churches and other 
organisations in the Ecumenical Centre (here, 4 March), he said he hoped the 
church would continue to play a strong role in his country and in the whole of 
Latin America. Carneado was accompanied by Cuban Methodist Bishop Armando 
Rodriguez, and Cuban Presbyterian President Hector Mendez, though neither 
spoke during the 90-minute session. 


Describing Latin America's “threatening social reality” - with high infant 
mortality, poverty, and ignorance producing “very explosive social situation” 
- Carneado spoke of the great potential for a church contribution working for 
peace and the “fullest life”. 


Quoting Cuban President Fidel Castro, he referred to a “wide field” for church 
co-operation in the process of social change. He said the rest of Latin 
America was watching Cuba for the growing potential of the Christian faith 
through liberation theology. 


Carneado recounted the development of relations between the government and the 
numerically-dominant Roman Catholic Church from “the period of confrontation” 
in 1961-62, soon after the Marxist revolution, to the current dialogue. 
"Now", he said, “there is a good communication between the Roman Catholic 
Church and the state”. 


Among reasons for the change in the Roman Catholic attitude, he cited the 
Second Vatican Council (1962-65), and the different theological perspective of 
younger Cuban bishops, who understand the process of the revolution. He 
described the discussions between Castro and the Roman Catholic bishops last 
November as “very positive” (EPS 85.12.38). 


The state, he said, responded to the hand held out by the church when its 
members remained part of the country, suffering with and as Cubans, adding 
that dialogue has continued throughout with other denominations as well. 


"We do not consider Christianity as a heresy", he said, as he described 
Marxism as a guide to action rather than a dogma. Asked why Christians are 
not allowed to join the Communist party, he said there was nothing against it 
in principle, but that for now it would be difficult to explain, particularly 
to people at lower levels of the party, how those who had earlier opposed the 
revolution could now participate in it. 


In response to a question, he said that whereas in Nicaragua large sectors of 
the church actively participated in the revolution, the Cuban church initially 
opposed it. In some areas, he recalled, people attacked church organisations, 
buildings, and believers after the failed 1961 invasion by US-backed Cuban 
exiles (whose party included, he said, three priests). It would take time for 
attitudes to change gradually, he observed. 


Carneado said there was no discrimination against Christians. He said 


promotions were not denied because of religious belief, but rather were based 
on political and social commitment, and support for the revolution. - EPS 


GOVERNMENT TO INVESTIGATE Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH COUNCIL IN NAMIBIA Service 86.03.25 


WINDHOEK (Namibia) - The South African-backed “interim government" in Namibia 
plans to investigate and "counter effectively” the Council of Churches in 
Namibia (CCN) and Swapo, the principal group fighting for Namibian 
independence from South Africa. In London, the church-backed Namibia 
Communication Agency (NCA) spoke of "ominous signs" that the Namibian 
government “is poised to launch a full-scale witchhunt" against CCN and Swapo. 


NCA reported that a motion calling for recommendations on "measures to be 
applied to counter effectively the influence" of the two, “in order to achieve 

.. national reconciliation" was proposed at the end of last month by Lucas De 
Vries, the deputy minister for local authorities and civil affairs. Until he 
was removed in 1979, he was president of the Evangelical Lutheran Church. 


Reacting strongly, CCN General Secretary Abisai Shejavali, described “these 
threats” as an attempt to silence the church and prevent peace-loving people 
from speaking the truth. "If the church or individuals in a society believe 
something is wrong and unjust, they should have the right to say so publicly”, 
he added. 


“The existence of the ‘interim government'", he said, “will not bring a 
peaceful solution to the problems of Namibia. Instead, people continue to be 
terrorised and the destruction of life and property continues unabated.” The 
council, he added, “will continue to speak for justice against injustice, for 
truth against falsehood and for freedom against slavery”. 


CNA also reports that the city engineer of Windhoek notified CCN - which 
includes eight denominations (three Lutheran, two Methodist, Anglican, Roman 
Catholic, and Reformed [United Congregational]) - that its offices cannot be 
reopened since the area is meant only for residences. CCN staff noted that a 
number of other firms and agencies with offices in the area have not been 
restrained. The CCN headquarters building has been closed since it was 
partially destroyed (23 January, EPS 86.02.05). 


Meanwhile, the offices of “Immanuel”, newspaper of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, were burgled and vandalised on 21 February. Shejavali noted “rumours 
that the properties of those agencies and institutions who are critical of the 
interim government will be destroyed. Recent events lead the churches of 
Namibia to believe that these rumours seem to be in the process of becoming a 
reality”. 


In another development, two Namibian bishops - Anglican James Kaluma (CCN 
president) and Lutheran Kleopas Dumeni - are sueing Nicholas Winterton, a 

member of the UK parliament. He charged that the two bishops approved names 
on an alleged Swapo death list while they were in Lusaka, the Zambian capital. 
NCA said Shejavali noted Dumeni had not visited Lusaka last year. 


Winterton is reported to have been on a number of fact-finding trips paid for 
by the South African government. After one of these he drew a strong protest 
from Roman Catholic Vicar General Heinz Henning for “efforts to separate the 
churches in Namibia". - EPS 


British church delegation visits Falklands/Malvinas EPS 86.03.26 
LONDON - A three-member delegation from the British Council of Churches 


visited the Falklands/Malvinas (16-23 February), the South Atlantic islands 
which Argentina tried unsuccessfully to take from the UK during a 1982 war. 
The trip was part of BCC efforts towards reconciliation in the region. - EPS 


METHODIST PEACE, TEMPLETON Ecumenical Press 
PRIZE WINNERS ARE ANNOUNCED Service 86.03.27 


[THE PORTIONS OF THIS ITEM ABOUT THE METHODIST PEACE PRIZE ARE EMBARGOED UNTIL 
0600 GMT, 11 MARCH] 


GENEVA - Sir Alan and Lady Winifred Walker of Sydney are to receive the 1986 
World Methodist Peace Award (24 July), during the 15th World Methodist 
Conference, in Nairobi. According to the US-based World Methodist Council, 
which confers the award, the “Walkers' shared ministry of reconciliation spans 
45 years, and meets the ... award criteria of courage, creativity, and 
consistency”. 


Since 1978, Alan worker has been WMC world evangelism director. Their 
evangelism work has included a major emphasis on peace issues. Between them, 
they have written 33 books. About half of their ministry was spent in Sydney, 
where Alan Walker was superintendent of Sydney Central Mission for 21 years. 


The WMC award was begun in 1977. The Walkers are the first joint winners. 
Last year's winner was former US President Jimmy Carter. Other previous 
winners include the late Egyptian President Anwar El Sadat. 


Earlier (26 February), it was announced in London that James McCord, former 
president of Princeton Theological Seminary in the northeastern US, will 
receive (13 May) the 170,000-UK-pound Templeton Prize for Progress in Religion 
for his “pioneering work in theological education”. He is the 14th winner of 
the “world's largest prize". Previous recipients have included Mother Teresa 
of Calcutta, exiled Soviet novelist Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, and US evangelist 
Billy Graham. 


[NOTE: Additional information and _ pictures concerning the WMC award are 


available from WMC General Secretary Joe Hale, Box 518, Lake Junaluska NC 
28745 USA.] - EPS 


WCC urges commitment for 'justice, peace, integrity of creation’ EPS 86.03.28 
GENEVA - In a letter to church leaders around the world (20 February), World 


Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro says “the time has come 
for beginning the long process of engaging ourselves as a family of churches 
‘in a conciliar process of mutual commitment (covenant) to justice, peace, and 
the integrity of creation' to which the [1983 WCC] Vancouver Assembly called 
us". A world conference with that theme is planned for 1990, a year before 
the next scheduled WCC assembly. Castro asks for reports on “your experiences 
and activities, the statements made by your church or national council on 
these issues, information on church-related groups and movements involved in 
these issues, and on covenanting actions and models of covenanting”. - EPS 


Irish Anglican bishops meet with Thatcher EPS 86.03.29 
LONDON - The two archbishops, five bishops, and two lay members of the 


[Anglican] Church of Ireland met for 75 minutes with UK Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher (26 February) to discuss in particular the recent 
Anglo-Irish agreement, which gives the Republic of Ireland a consultative role 
in the affairs of Northern Ireland, which is part of the UK. The new Anglican 
archbishop of Armagh, Robert Eames, said after the meeting that it was the 
church's role to work for “greater understanding between the two communities 
within Northern Ireland, greater understanding between the people of Northern 
Ireland and the people of the Republic, and greater understanding on the part 
of the people of the United Kingdom of the nature of the problem". Also, he 
said, “We have got to see ourselves as supporting every effort being made for 
these political parties to talk together." - EPS 


Mexican president warns about church political activity EPS 86.03.30 


TIJUANA (Mexico) - Mexican President Miguel de la Madrid has warned against 


Roman Catholic involvement in Mexican political affairs, expressly prohibited 
by the country's constitution. Madrid was speaking to a meeting of 
legislators here last month. According to Rome-based IPS news agency, the 
presidential comments “sent shock waves through Mexican political circles" and 
is the “first such presidential admonishment aimed at the church since the end 
of the civil war between the government and church-backed forces in 1929, 
Since then, church-state relations have been distant but cordial. However, in 
recent years, the church has been increasingly open in bending the rules that 
prohibit it from owning property, running schools, or participating in 
electoral politics.” Most Mexicans are counted as Roman Catholics. - EPS 


North Elbian Lutherans and Methodists OK full fellowship EPS 86.03.31 


KIEL (FRG) - Communion (full fellowship) between the North Elbian Evangelical 


Lutheran Church and the Evangelical-Methodist Church was announced here (12 
February) following a meeting of church leaders. The agreement follows years 
of discussions which led to a “common understanding of the gospel". - EPS 


"Political sermons' allowed EPS 86.03.32 


LEER (FRG) - A change in church law passed (11 February) by the synod of the 


Evangelical-Reformed Church in Northwest Germany now describes the "duty and 
the right of the pastor to preach the gospel, which involves faith and actions 
in all areas of life”. - EPS 


Austrian tv series on 'Jesus the Jew' EPS 86.03.33 


VIENNA - A three-programme tv series, "Jesus the Jew,” is being aired here as 


a “contribution to Christian-Jewish understanding”. The programs deal with 
Jewish family customs, the Passover meal, and synagogue worship. - EPS 


Church station played key role during Philippines crisis EPS 86.03.34 


MANILA - Hong Kong-based "Far Eastern Economic Review" reported (2/7 February) 


that Veritas, the Roman Catholic radio station here, was a "mainstay of 
information ... a crucial and insistent source” during last month's events 
which led to the departure of Philippines President Ferdinand Marcos. The 
weekly reported that "most of the 1000 or so foreign journalists in town were 
glued to it. It resonated from street corners and car radios, from 
restaurants and homes. ... Radio Veritas' program mix is part politics and 
part religion, a potent mix in the Philippines.” - EPS 


Convicted murderer approved as parish minister EPS, 86. 03635 


GLASGOW - James Nelson, convicted in 1970 of murdering his mother, has been 


called by a [Reformed] Church of Scotland parish east of here as its 
minister. In 1984, Nelson's presbytery (regional unit) voted 43-42 to 
withdraw support for his ministerial candidacy. (He was first accepted as a 
candidate in 1981, two years after his release from prison.) However, later 
that year, the CS general assembly reversed by presbytery by a vote of 
622-425. The vote by the congregation was 79 percent in his favour. - EPS 


Nigerian report on Islamic membership postponed EPS 86.03.36 


LAGOS - A government panel set up to examine “implications” of Nigeria's 


controversial entry into the Islamic Conference Organisation has postponed its 
report until the latter part of March. In a communiqué at the end of last 
month, the panel warned against “inflammatory” articles about the situation. 
Of Nigeria's approximately 100 million people, Muslims and Christians account 
for most, with Muslims the larger group. The ICO membership has been 
criticized by Christian leaders (EPS 86.03.08). The 22-member panel includes 
eight Christian and eight Muslim leaders, four cabinet ministers (one Muslin, 
three Christians), and two official observers. The Nigerian constitution 


forbids adoption of a state religion. - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "WCC Message on the Philippines” EPS 86.03.37 


[This message was sent (2/7 February) by World Council of Churches General 
Secretary Emilio Castro to the 10-denomination National Council of Churches in 
the Philippines, and to WCC members there (which include three Philippines- 
based denominations - Evangelical Methodist, Philippine Independent, United 
Church of Christ - plus dioceses of the US-based [Anglican] Episcopal Church). ] 


[As] you celebrate the victory of the people in re-establishing ... 
democratic ... government in your country, we share your joy, and send you 
cordial greetings. We pray that this will mark the beginning of a new era of 
justice and human dignity in the Philippines. We remember at this time the 
many who sacrificed their lives, and the thousands who have suffered in the 
struggle for human rights. You may be assured of our continuing support to 
your ministry in the new situation. We remember all people of the Philippines 
in our prayers. — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Pat Haldane-Stevenson: “Letter from Canberra” EPS 86.03 .38 


This is the International Year of Peace, but so far, here in Australia, it has 
been the Year of the Woman. The federal Parliament, which already had a 
female sergeant-at-arms, has just elected a female speaker (who has proved a 
firm disciplinarian). 


The discovery of a baby's jacket at Ayer's Rock led to the dramatic release of 
Lindy Chamberlain, wife of a Seventh-day Adventist pastor, who was serving a 
life sentence for the supposed murder of her infant daughter. Her committee, 
under an eminent judge, is still trying to finally clear her name. 


Churchwise, the big news has been the ordination at Melbourne (EPS 86.02.99, 9 
February) of eight female Anglican deacons, a crossing of the Rubicon from 


which there can be no return. Tasmania followed suit by deaconing three 
women (24 February). The Melbourne occasion was saddened - and seriously 
embarrassed - by an llth-hour attempt at legal block. It was counter 


productive, as was a bomb scare that briefly emptied the cathedral as the 
service was about to start. 


Parliament is legislating to encourage, rather than compel, employers to allow 
women to compete for jobs on an equal footing with men. The federal 
government is no less concerned with another area of inequality - aboriginal 
land rights vis-a-vis big mining consortiums. While it seeks friendly accord 
with state governments, it keeps constitutional powers up its sleeve. 


The Australian Council for Overseas Aid (representing some 60 organizations, 
including church-related ones) called on the government (17 February) to 
recall the Australian ambassador from the Philippines and invite Corazon 
Aquino [now the president] to name a representative in Australia. It also 
called for suspension of military aid (of some 1.5 million Australian dollars) 
and other annual assistance - education, training, projects, and food. “This 
is an unprecedented step for ACOA", said its director, Russell Rollason, “but 
the poor of the Philippines will gain most if Mr Marcos steps aside” [which he 
later did]. He said the aid should be spent through UN or non-government 
programmes to provide self-sustaining development for the victims of the 
corruption of the Philippine economy. 


Surveying the South Pacific from Australia, which is not a _ church-going 
country, one is struck by the incomparably greater political influence that 
organized religion - Christian or other - has in most of its neighbour 
countries, This fact is little understood by our press and politicians. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/José Miguez-Bonino: "Unity and Diversity in WCC Theology” EPS 86.03.39 


[This item is excerpted from a report prepared for the executive committee of 
the World Council of Churches. Miguez-Bonino, a former WCC president, is a 
Methodist theologian from Argentina. A copy of the entire report is available 
to journalists on request to WCC/Todor Sabev, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. ] 


As one reads the incredible amount of publications produced by the different 
committees, commissions, working groups, units and sub-units of the WCC 
throughout its history, and talks with the people involved today in that work, 
one is struck with admiration and is sometimes even overwhelmed by the amount 
of theological work, insights and articulations that the ecumenical movement 
continues to offer. Is there unity in all this work? Do we find a communa- 
lity? Does it point in a definite direction? Can it be seen as a whole? 


When we are tempted to see in all this work only incongruous diversity, two 
facts should give us pause. One is that a significant and growing number of 


churches - from diverse ethnical, geographical, cultural and confessional 
origins - have found in the WCC a rallying point and have remained loyal to it 
throughout the struggles and tensions of almost four decades. Even without 


discarding the fact that such commitment and loyalty may have varied and even 
possessed contradictory motivations, it is hard to believe that this phenome- 
non could have happened without the WCC having a discernible core which holds 
it together. 


Looked at from the other side, we get a similar impression: people, groups 
and movements outside the WCC, whether they define themselves as adversaries 
or simply as different, who see in the WCC the embodiment of certain 
convictions, directions, and understandings which have a unity and coherence 
of their own. We find their pictures of the WCC sometimes quite distorted or 
grossly inaccurate. A caricature is not a picture. But it is very difficult 
to caricature a face which has no character or identity. 


My own participation and observation, as well as the study and discussion of 
these weeks [last year when he was at the WCC preparing this report], leads me 
to a view which I can express as a working hypothesis: during the almost four 
decades of its existence, the WCC has defined certain lines, goals, 
convictions, which are now, however provisional and incomplete, the patrimony 
offallé 


They are the signs of a definite ecumenical attitude and commitment - definite 
enough to be articulated and formulated as a specific way in which churches 
relate to each other, deal with their differences and conflicts, or define the 
thrust of their attitude towards the world as they pursue the road towards a 
realization and fulfilment of their unity. 


Having said this, however, one must immediately add that such coherence as the 
WCC has - and it does have it, in my view - is far from explicit and operative 
throughout the council. ... A first step in the process of growth towards (or 
perhaps ‘into') a vital and coherent theology is to try to identify this 
variety, to analyze the conflicts, and to ask how our common heritage and 
theological convictions relate to such variety and tensions. 


In summarizing our common work, I should like to discuss these issues by means 
of three questions: 
1 Do we have in the WCC a global theological framework? 


2 What theological methodologies are used in the WCC, and how do they 
relate to each other? 
3 How does the Ecumenical Centre (i.e. the staff) operate as a subject 


of theological reflection? ... - EPS 


ECUVIEW/José Miguez-Bonino: "WCC Theology - Themes for Study” EPS 86.03.40 


[This item is excerpted from a report prepared for the executive committee of 
the World Council of Churches. Miguez-Bonino, a former WCC president, is a 
Methodist theologian from Argentina. A copy of the entire report is available 
to journalists on request to WCC/Todor Sabev, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20.] 


(a) The need for a common memory: ... The WCC is close to its 40th anniversary. 
It is not such a long history, but it is already too long for us to rely ona 
spontaneous living memory. ... For a body like the WCC to maintain an organic 
and not merely an institutional continuity, it needs constantly to re-read and 
re-live its common past. This is a responsibility of the whole constituency 
and organisms of the WCC. But the ‘house' has to feed this memory, and keep 
it always before the totality of the ecumenical movement. 


(b) Relation between dogmatics and _ ethics: The theory/praxis or action/ 
reflection method implies a theological question which has traditionally been 


discussed as the dogmatic/ethics problem, but which needs to be considered 
anew. By implication, WCC documents and programmes define certain issues 
traditionally understood as ethical questions in such a way that they are 
‘faith questions’, This has led to concern about ‘horizontalization' or 
‘reductionism’. But it has also led ... to a certain suspicion against 
traditional dogmatic questions. The units, sub-units, and programmes related 
to such questions pose to the whole WCC the need for a sustained consideration 
by all of the proper understanding of the mutual implications and (perhaps) 
the proper distinction between these dimensions of the Christian faith. 


(c) Theological methodology: This ... is not only raised by the action/ 
reflection model, but also by the questions posed to classic theological 
methodologies by [some modern] sciences ... as well as modern philosophical 
discussions about scientific methodology. ... It is important that people 
working in theological reflection in the WCC ... profit from the creative work 
being done in this respect. 


(d) The use and interpretation of the Bible: Early WCC studies on the 
authority and use of the Scriptures were of great value. Meanwhile, in the 
course of its thinking and action, the WCC has amply used the Bible. 
Underlying that use are implicit views of Scripture and modes of 
interpretation. Is there a certain coherence in such theological and 
hermeneutical presuppositions? Are there conflicting views of the authority of 
Scripture or incompatible hermeneutical traditions? Are we really profiting in 
our use of Scripture both from the richness of our traditions and the recent 
developments in hermeneutical thinking? ... 


(e) The ecclesiological question: -». At least two aspects ... require a 
trans-unit approach: i) the ecclesial significance of the WCC and its 
implications for its policy and programmes ...; and ii) the relation between 
the ecclesiologies implicit in the different units, sub-units, etc. 


(f£) Socio-analytical questions: Since the early Faith and Order studies on 
non-theological factors and on institutionalism, ... [I cannot remember] a 
study on the WCC itself from a sociological point of view. All the while, 
there have been important developments in the ... sociology of religion which 
would be valuable for the council's self-understanding and action. On the 
other hand, many of the programmes and statements of the WCC presuppose 
certain analyses and understandings of reality (social, Poli tical, economic), 
the methodology of which is not explicit. Finally, the 'conflict' situations 
which have accompanied the life of the WCC deserve also to be studied from 
this point of view so as to avoid both ignoring the real causes or roots of 
such conflicts or over-estimating them. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Antonie of Transylvania: "The Church in Romania" EPS 86.03.41 


[This item is excerpted from written answers to written questions. A copy of 
the complete text is available to journalists on request to EPS. Other 
questions dealt with include the number of theological students, importation 
of Bibles, the situation of Romanians of German or Hungarian ethnicity, the 
government's ‘religious policy, church support for the government, church 
publications, difficulties Christians experience because of their faith. 
Antonie is a metropolitan in the Romanian [Eastern] Orthodox Church (which 
accounts for most of the country's Christians), and a member of the central 
and executive committees of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. In 
all cases, questions about “the church" refer to all its parts, not just the 
Romanian Orthodox Church. (See also EPS 86.02.90)] 


Q: There have been reports that Bibles sent to Romania have been used to make 
toilet paper. Is it true? If not, is there any incident of any sort which 
you know of which might have been the basis for such reports. 


A: Rumours such as these are not only fantastic, but also absurd, and above 
all because whatever they claim is practically impossible, namely, that 
somebody could have found toilet paper with imprints of visible words from a 
Hungarian Bible. I wonder if anyone has ever seen words left on a paper 
which was made from old printed paper once this was turned into paste. But 
this thing can be done only if one wants to do it, by introducing scraps of 
printed paper between the rollers which press and cool the paste. In this 
way, these scraps make a common body with the new paper and could give the 
impression that they have been manufactured as such. It is possible that the 
person who presented such samples of paper did likewise ... to feed the 
anti-Romanian propaganda yet another item! 


The leadership of the Reformed Church in Romania, which has received the 
10,000 copies of Bibles in Hungarian, of which it is claimed some were made 
into toilet paper, confirms in writing that all the Bibles under question have 
been distributed. I have seen papers signed by those who received such 
Bibles, and countersigned by the two [Reformed] bishops ... and any 
investigation ... can find these Bibles with those who have received them. 


Q: There have been reports that many church buildings in Bucharest have been 
destroyed in connection with a large redevelopment project. Is that true? 

If so, please specify the precise number of buildings, their size and age, to 
what tradition their congregations belong, and alternate arrangements for 
worship space (if any) that have been made for the affected congregations. 

Is it expected that any more church buildings or other church property will be 
affected by this project or other projects? If so, when, how many, and where? 


A: The urbanization and modernization of the cities is a general and 
inevitable phenomenon. Unfortunately, this process requires, as everywhere, 
some sacrifices. It happened in Paris when the large avenues were cut 


through the city, and it happened in Bucharest, towards the beginning of the 
20th century, when the first attempts to modernize the city were made. Several 
churches and monasteries of great historical, artistic, and cultural 
importance fell down then .... In our time, the process of modernization could 
not avoid some churches. Nevertheless, the churches which are of historical 
importance and have an architectural value or religious paintings have been 
moved from their place and set on new grounds .... The following churches 
have been relocated in this way: (1) Schitul Maicilor (Nuns' Skete) church 
Biren...) (2) Olart “church (1/996).. (3) "st Eligah’s RKehova church (1837); 
(4) the palace of the Holy Synod and the old kitchen in the courtyard of Antim 
monastery (1715); (5) King Michael church (1584-1591). The state paid 29.7 
million lei for these relocations. - (over) 


romania/2 


To the best of my knowledge no other churches are to be pulled down. There 
could be only one or two cases of relocation. The state rebuilt for us, at 
its expense, the buildings of the workshops which functioned around the Nuns’ 
Skete church. ... Also, a new wing of the buildings around the Antim church is 
almost finished to fill the empty space left after the relocation of the synod 
palace. This is being done at the state's expense. There are over 300 
Orthodox churches in Bucharest and some 400 priests; we have no information 
that they are not able to provide for spiritual needs of the believers. 


The state has always helped towards restoring our churches and monasteries of 
historical importance. ... In Bucharest, the restoration of St Gheorghe Nou 
(St George the New) church is almost finished. At one time this church was 


to be pulled down as part of a city plan. This plan was given up and 
approval was given to have the church restored, as it was badly damaged during 
the earthquake. During the past few years, many churches have been built 


anew as they had been completely deteriorated. [He lists 28 examples.] After 
the war and to the present day, 15 new churches have been built in Bucharest. 
[He lists them.] After the war, 454 churches were built from the ground 
throughout the country, 207 churches were rebuilt, and 101 were enlarged, that 
is to say, 762 churches as a whole. The numbers speak for themselves. 


Q: There are reports that minority Christian traditions, or those other than 
the historic Christian traditions of the country ... face special difficulties 
in carrying out their mission and ministry. Is it the case that in any way 
whatsoever Eastern Orthodoxy, or the Lutheran and Reformed traditions, are 
favoured according to the law or practice of the state or society? 


A: The laws are the same for all the churches, Nobody is persecuted, nor is 
anyone subjected to any restrictions for one's belonging to any church, 
Certainly, the faith and religious practice should not run against the laws of 
the country or against the traditions and moral values of the Romanian 
people. The constitution does not discriminate against any churches ... large 
or small, old or new. The only thing it requires is to be legally recognized. 
We know that the recognized churches are well organized ... and in some 
respects they are more privileged than the Orthodox Church, For example, we 
average 1343 believers for each parish, while, for example, the Baptists have 
only 91, the Seventh-day Adventists 95; the Christians according to the 
Gospel 71 and the Pentecostals 114. As a result they can have and in fact 
they have more pastors for their believers than is our case. 


Q: Do Christians ever experience difficulties of any kind when they wish to 
travel ...? To what extent is atheism propagated ...? Is there pressure on 
young people - official or unofficial - to give up their Christian faith in 
order to obtain better jobs, or the opportunity for higher education? ... 


A: Nobody applies for permisssion to travel abroad as a Christian, but as a 
citizen. The passports do not specify religion. ... Not long ago, Calciu 
Dumitreasa, once a priest, has left. ... He declared over Radio Free Europe 
that in Romania he suffered for political reasons. He was not in good 
relations with the church in Romania because he refused to take up a parish in 
Bucharest, and to enrol in the church discipline and obedience. He was tried 
by an ecclesiastical court and was punished with defrocking. ... 


Atheism is taught in schools, but no more than ... in the western countries. 
The presentation is done decently, so that the feelings of those who believe 
should not be hurt. We teach our faith freely in churches, during burials, 
marriages, and during our pastoral visits in homes. ... I have never heard of 
anybody being asked whether he believes or not when appointed to a job. - EPS 
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EPS coverage is planned for issues to be mailed as follows: assembly, World 
Student Christian Federation, 13-24 March, Mexico: 26 March; ecumenical 
consultation on tourism in the third world, 19-22 March, FRG: 26 March} 
ecumenical consultation on root causes of hunger in Africa, 7-11 April, 
Senegal: 9&15 April. If your deadlines are different, let us know. 


The Division of Overseas Ministries of the [US] National Council of Churches 
(475 Riverside Drive, New York NY 10115), and the US Catholic Mission 
Association (1233 Lawrence St. NE, Washington DC 20017) are co-sponsoring a 
mission consultation. Theme of the meeting (27 September-3 October 1987, 
Madison CT USA) is “Divided Christians/Common Witness: An Unfinished Task for 
US Christians in Mission". 


The [US] National Council of Churches (Room 850, 475 Riverside Drive, New York 
NY 10115) is looking for anecdotes about responses in local communities to the 
1982 World Council of Churches theological convergence text on baptism, 
eucharist, and ministry (BEM). The anecdotes are to, be ready for an NCC 
conference on BEM (2-4 April, Chicago). P 
“Kirisuto Shimbun” ("Christian News") celebrates its 40th anniversary next 
month. This ecumenical Japanese paper was started by Toyohiko Kagawa. 


The WCC Sub-Unit on Renewal and Congregational Life (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
20) is looking for “original, local prayers” for the revised edition of the 


Ecumenical Prayer Cycle. 


The Anglican Consultative Council (14 Great Peter Street, London SW1P 3NQ) has 
had published a report of the Inter-Anglican Theological and Doctrinal 
Commission - "For the Sake of the Kingdom - God's Church and the New 
Creation". The ACC says the book “demonstrates the theological richness and 
diversity of the Anglican church in trying to understand what the Kingdom of 
God means today in different cultural situations”. 


An international conference, “suffer little children: the formation of 
beliefs, attitudes, and values, and the implications for the Christian 
education of children and young people”, is planned for 21-24 April 1987. 
Further information from the conference organiser, 29 Cowley Drive, Brighton, 
East Sussex, BN2 6WB, UK. 


The 40th anniversary message from the Ecumenical Church Loan Fund to 
presidents and members of national ECLOF committees, and to ECLOF friends and 
supporters, is available to journalists from WCC/ECLOF, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
20. 


A “final word” on gospel and culture from participants in the 34th session of 
the WCC's Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies is available to journalists 
from WCC/Bossey, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


"The African Challenge” is the new quarterly of the All Africa Conference of 
Churches (Box 14205, Nairobi). 


A course for financial managers of Christian institutions in Africa is planned 
1 July-15 August at Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation (Box 21493, Kitwe, Zambia). 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section has material for use with EPS items. 
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MAR THOMA CHURCH MARKS Ecumenical Press 
150 YEARS SINCE REFORM Service 86.03.42 


MARAMON (Kerala/India) (T.K. Thomas) - A record crowd of more than 150,000 
attended this year's Maramon Convention (the third week of February). 
Preachers included [Anglican] Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie and 
General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches. 


A major annual event in the life of the Mar Thoma Church, the convention is 
one of the largest Christian gatherings in the world. Begun in 1886, it is a 
week-long series of meetings, held under the auspices of the MTC Evangelistic 
Association. Preachers come from many parts of the world and represent a 
variety of church backgrounds. 


The people who attend the meetings are also drawn from many church and 
religious traditions. They used to walk long distances, travel by bullock 
carts and country boats, and camp on the sandy banks of the river Pampa here 
for the whole week. Now the government runs special buses to Maramon from 
many parts of Kerala state. 


The meetings are held in an enormous "pandal" erected by nearby Mar Thoma 
parishes. People sit patiently on the sands of the river bed for hours 
singing hymns, many of them composed for the occasion, and listening to long 
sermons which are often ably interpreted into the local language, Malayalam. 


MTC Metropolitan Alexander Mar Thoma says the convention is "an occasion for 
listening to the word of God, preached by biblical scholars and committed 


evangelists from India and abroad. The call to evangelism is heard, and 
people dedicate their lives to go forth as witnesses to Jesus Christ in their 
own places of work or in mission fields in various parts of India." MTC 


missionaries come to the convention from their mission centres and share their 
experiences, It is thus an occasion for renewal for the whole church. 


Apart from the large gatherings, groups meet throughout the week for Bible 
study. Special meetings are held for women, children, and young people, and 
to deal with social issues, 


All major MTC institutions, and ecumenical organizations like the Bible 
Society and the Christian Literature Society, put up stalls for the duration. 
The bare river bed, deserted for the rest of the year, comes alive for a week, 
with shops and restaurants. There is much bustle and noise outside the 
“pandal” - and complete silence inside. 


The convention is as much a local event as a church function. It is widely 
reported in the newspapers of Kerala, which even publish summaries of the 
sermons. It is in fact one of the few occasions when the media transcend the 


narrowly communal approach and suspend their normal political preoccupations. 


This year's convention included a special meeting to commemorate the 150th 
anniversary of the 1836 reformation in the Mar Thoma Church, which traces its 
origin to the apostle Thomas. That reformation followed the translation of 
the Bible into Malayalam, and in the wake of a social awakening in the 
country. Castro, the moderator of the Church of South India, and the local 
Roman Catholic archbishop, were among those who brought anniversary greetings. 


Besides meetings with Runcie and MTC leaders, Castro met during his trip with 
CSI bishops, the synod of bishops of the Malankara [Oriental] Orthodox Syrian 
Church, bishops related to the Syrian [Oriental] Orthodox Patriarchate of 
Antioch, and representatives of Indian church-related action groups.— EPS 


BAPTISM, EUCHARIST, MINISTRY: Ecumenical Press 
RANGE OF RESPONSES PUBLISHED Service 86.03.43 


GENEVA - The World Council of Churches is publishing a “fairly representative” 
selection of more than 100 official church responses to its 1982 text on 
baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM). Publication of the comments is part 
of a WCC effort to fashion a “response to the responses", by 1989. 


The book, “Churches Respond to BEM", is due out next month. It has responses 
of the Lutheran Church in America, North Elbian Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Anglican Church of the Southern Cone, [Anglican] Church of Ireland, Baptist 
Union of Great Britain and Ireland, Methodist Church of New Zealand, 
Presbyterian Church in Cameroon, [Reformed] Church of Scotland, United 
Reformed Church in the United Kingdom, Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 
and last June's inter-Orthodox symposium on BEM in Boston (EPS 85.07.02). 


Many responses call for clarification of certain points - among them the 
significance of the Word of God, particularly in regard to the judgement that 
the document promotes a one-sided “sacramentalism"; the question of baptismal 
practice, especially rebaptism; the “sacrificial” character of the eucharist; 
and several facets of ministry. Some regret the absence or what they consider 
undervaluing of key elements of their own traditions - the role of forgiveness 
in the eucharist; the “covenant"” idea in baptism; the role of the ordained 
elder, part of the Reformed tradition; the church's need for continuous reform. 


The Church of Scotland response includes an observation that "many of our 
members considered that the document makes sacraments too central”. But it 
goes on to ask, “Does this simply reveal an impoverishment of experience of 
sacraments in our church, or does it represent a deeper theological 
disagreement about the relative importance of sacraments within the total 
Christian life and life of the church?” 


The BEM ministry section elicited most difficulties. The Baptist Union of 
Great Britain and Ireland, for example, notes that what the text has to say 
here “is not easily reconcilable with Baptist convictions as to the centrality 
of the local congregation of gathered belivers”. 


The Lutheran Church in America, calling for “a wider perspective on ministry”, 
refers to the active role of the “universal priesthood of all believers" in 
proclaiming the gospel, and the need to emphasize the pastoral sense of 
ordained ministry. It also observes that “our commitment to the ordination of 
women is an integral part of our obedience to the gospel”. 


The Church of Scotland echoes the concern about the ministry of the laity and, 
like the Anglican Church of the Southern Cone (southern South America) wishes 
the document reflected more attention to social, economic, cultural and 
political factors behind traditional notions of church order. 


The United Reformed Church reports one of its provinces called the treatment 
of the ordination of women “evasive and unhelpful". Like several others, the 
URC response asks a broader question about ecumenical “convergence” documents: 
might ambiguous language allow the appearance but not the reality of 
convergence between incompatible positions? 


The Presbyterian Church of Cameroon stresses positive elements in BEM's 
recognition of diversity of sacramental practices, observing from its own 
experience that “the celebration of the Eucharist, for instance, should 
breathe deeply from its cultural givens in order to bring its meaning nearer 
to the people". But the Church of Ireland finds unacceptable the idea that 
local food and drink might replace the bread and wine of the sacrament. - EPS 


CHRISTIANS DEMAND NIGERIA Ecumenical Press 
LEAVE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE Service 86.03.44 


LAGOS - The Christian members of a presidential panel on the implications of 
Nigeria's membership, announced earlier this year, in the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference-(OIC, EPS 86.03.08), are demanding “unequivocally and 
irrevocably ... the immediate and unconditional withdrawl" of Nigeria from the 
group. 


The 12 say their country applied for membership and was admitted 
“surreptitiously and clandestinely" to what they describe as “fundamentally, 
principally, and ultimately an Islamic organisation”. They say it violates 
three sections and one chapter of the country's constitution, because OIC 
membership “quite clearly makes Nigeria an Islamic state", though the 
constitution says no religion may be the state religion. (Islam is Nigeria's 
plurality religion.) 


According to the Christian panelists, Nigeria's OIC membership will “foment 
religious intolerance, segregation, strife, and discrimination .... We are 
convinced that the so-called economic advantages [of OIC membership] are not 
weighty enough to make us sacrifice the integrity, peace, sovereignty, and 
unity of our beloved country ....” 


Before the panelists' statement, the Christian Council and Christian 
Association of Nigeria prepared memoranda of opposition. - EPS 


Worship for insomniacs EPS 86.03.45 
ZURICH —- A Roman Catholic priest and a Reformed pastor are experimenting here 
with “worship for insomniacs™ (people who have difficulty sleeping), at 10 at 
night. After worship, people are available for group and individual 
discussions for as long as those present want to go on. — EPS 


Czechoslovak pastor acquitted EPS 86.03 .46 
TACHOW (Czechoslovakia) - Jan Keller, a pastor whose state license to work was 


taken away in January 1984, was reportedly acquitted (3 February) by a court 
here of charges he violated the law in connection with a youth meeting he 
organized in the summer of 1983. - EPS 


1000 years of Russian Christianity EPS 86.03 .47 
TUTZING (FRG) - Eastern Orthodox Archbishop Pitirim of Volokolamsk told a 


meeting here honoring his 60th birthday that his Russian Orthodox Church wants 
to use the occasion of the 1000th anniversary of "Russia's baptism” in 988 to 
strengthen contacts between Christians around the world, and in the cause of 
peace. Pitirim, whose responsibilities include the ROC. publications 
department, said co-operation between the church in East and West is a “major 
contribution to ... understanding and the lessening of tension". — EPS 


Permanent diaconate recommended for United Methodism EPS 86.03 48 
ATLANTA - The United Methodist Commission for the Study of Ministry has 


unanimously recommended establishment of a “permanent diaconate”™ within the 
US-based United Methodist Church. United Methodists have traditionally seen 
the diaconate as a step towards ordination as an elder (presbyter). - EPS 


Study says bishops' political stands divisive EPS 86.03 .49 
WASHINGTON - A national survey of Roman Catholics finds lay people registering 
a high rate of disapproval of bishops taking stands on “political issues”. 
Asked whether "Catholic bishops should take public stands on some political 
issues such as the arms race or the American economic system", 80 percent of 
priests, but only 39 percent of laity expressed approval. —- EPS 


Women's Christian Temperance Union holds world assembly EPS 86.03.50 
MANILA — The Women's Christian Temperance Union held its world assembly here 
(12-19 February). - EPS 


East African bishops discuss Christian family life EPS 86.03.51 
MOSHI (Tanzania) - The ninth assembly of bishops from 92 Roman Catholic 


dioceses in East Africa is to take place here next month (20 April-3 May). 
While there, the group plans to mark (27 April) the 25th anniversary of the 
founding of its organization - AMECEA (Association of Member Episcopal 
Conferences in Eastern Africa). A major part of the meeting's agenda is 
family life and marriage. - EPS 


Finnish church concerned about Sami ministry EPS 86.03.52 
OULU (Finland) - “Church News From Finland" reports (28 February) on several 


steps taken by the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland to assure that 
worship and other aspects of the church's ministry are available for the 4500 
Sami people of Finnish Lapland. - EPS 


Finnish bishops supporting godparents EPS 86.03.53 
HELSINKI - Finland's Lutheran bishops decided at their meeting last month to 


take steps to support godparents in their role as “friend, supporter, and 
intercessor" for the children whose baptisms they witness. — EPS 


Finnish church people surveyed EPS 86.03.54 
HELSINKI - A survey of 500 Finns last month shows that two-thirds of them 


think the church should take substantial notice of what ordinary members 
expect of it. Only one-fifth said they think this is currently the case. 
Slightly more than half (58 percent) say the church is too conservative, but 
about the same number (54 percent) want it to concentrate on traditional 
tasks. The survey also shows 75-80 percent of those interviewed think women 
would be good as parish pastors. Sixty percent thought women would make good 
bishops. (The Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland, of which about 90 
percent of Finns are at least nominal members, is the largest Lutheran 
denomination which does not ordain women.) - EPS 


Consultation of Orthodox theological schools held EPS 86.03.55 
LENINGRAD - The third international consultation of Orthodox theological 
schools brought together 74 teachers and students from 19 schools at the 
Russian [Eastern] Orthodox theological academy here (3-9 February). - EPS 


Eastern Orthodox-Reformed dialogue to begin in March 1988 EPS 86.03.56 
GENEVA - The committee planning the international theological dialogue between 
Eastern Orthodox and Reformed representatives decided that the full dialogue 
commission will meet during the first week of March 1988. The planning 
committee (meeting near here, 2-6 March), suggested the theme, “the doctrine 
of the Holy Trinity on the basis of the Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed", with 
the discussions to pay special attention to the church as Body of Christ, and 
to the church's mission in the world. - EPS 


Ethiopian church reps on seven-country tour EPS 86.03.57 
ADDIS ABABA - Nine Oriental Orthodox, Roman Catholic, and Lutheran church 


leaders from Ethiopia began (7 March) a seven-country visit to express thanks 
for assistance in combating the famine in the country, and to urge continued 
support for emergency relief efforts this year. The group was to meet both 
government and church leaders in the US, Canada, Belgium, FRG (West Germany), 
Sweden, Switzerland, and Italy, including stops at the World Council of 
Churches and the Vatican. The group notes that church feeding programs 
provide the only nutrition for more than two million Ethiopians each month. 
They report that the famine continues to affect more than six million 
Ethiopians. — EPS 


Inter-faith co-operation on Sri Lanka EPS 86.03.58 
FRIBOURG (Switzerland) - The Swiss church news agency APIC reports that the 
continuing intercommunal clashes in Sri Lanka have prompted several kinds of 
“collaboration among the four great religions - Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, and 
Christianity", in this island nation. Among areas being dealt with in common, 
APIC reports, are ways to avoid violence involving majority Sinhalese and 
minority Tamils, and the increase in delinquency and drug use. Next 14 May 
has been proclaimed a day of prayer, peace, and understanding among the 
island's religions. - EPS 


Seventh-day Adventists plan school in China EPS 86.03.59 
SHENYANG (China) - The Seventh-day Adventist Church was scheduled to open an 
English-language school on the campus of the communication college here (10 
March). Three SdA volunteers are staffing it. - EPS 


Philippine cardinal says pope concerned about 'too much politics' EPS 86.03.60 
ROME - Jaime Cardinal Sin, Roman Catholic archbishop of Manila, said after a 
30-minute meeting here with Pope John Paul (6 March) that the pope is “too 
concerned that we [Philippine Roman Catholic leaders] are engaged in too much 
politics. I said that it was not politics, but a moral dimension. He smiled 
because he understands because he came from Poland", Sin said. Church leaders 
have been prominent in the successful efforts of Corazon Aquino to become 
president. - EPS 


Quaker's election not ratified by NZ Anglican bishops EPS 86.03.61 
WELLINGTON - The majority of bishops of the [Anglican] Church of the Province 
of New Zealand have failed to ratify the election by the Anglican diocese here 
of Paul Oestreicher, a New Zealand Anglican priest and a Quaker working for 
the British Council of Churches, as its bishop. That means another diocesan 
election, in which Oestreicher could be a candidate again. Last month, he was 
nominated with an 85 percent majority. - EPS 


European church council welcomes Helsinki process 'stimuli' EPS 86.03.62 
BUDAPEST - Meeting here (21-23 February), the Committee for Monitoring the 
Helsinki Process of the Geneva-based Conference of European Churches welcomed 
the “renewed stimuli given to this process by the resumption of the dialogue 
between the great powers in November 1985". The committee said that in its 
view, “the peoples of Europe are beginning to realize that they constitute a 
family of nations which, as an inescapable common destiny, at the same time 
constitutes a common responsibility". According to its report, the committee 
mostly considered “ways and means whereby the member churches of CEC could 
play a more active part in the Helsinki process". The committee's 10 members 
come from the UK, Sweden, Austria, Italy, FRG, Czechoslovakia, Finland, 
Romania, USSR, and GDR. The “Helsinki process" is a reference to activities 
in the wake of the 1975 Agreement on Security and Co-operation in Europe, 
signed by most European countries, Canada, and the US. - EPS 


CEC and European RC bishops’ reps meet EPS 86.03.63 
BARCELONA - The Joint Committee of the Council of [Roman Catholic] European 


Episcopal Conferences and the Conference of European Churches held its annual 
Meeting, at Montserrat monastery near here. Among other things, the group 
sent a message to Pope John Paul assuring him of their commitment to continued 
efforts for Christian unity on the continent. The group also discussed plans 
for the Fourth European Ecumenical Encounter (the third was in Italy in 
October 1984), the UN International Peace Year (1986), Islam in Europe, and 
the situation in Ireland. With regard to the last, it decided to continue to 
provide aid through the Emergency Fund for Ireland for ecumenical co-operation 
in Northern Ireland (the part of the island which belongs to the UK). - EPS 


Vatican criticizes d'Escoto's ‘way of the cross' EPS 86.03.64 
ROME - Suspended Roman -Catholic priest Miguel d'Escoto, Nicaragua's foreign 
affairs minister, walked a 300-kilometre “way of the cross" (14-28 February) 
which drew (3 March) severe criticism in the Vatican newspaper “Osservatore 
Romano". It called his purpose "clearly political, putting people's faith at 
the service of the regime ... turning people against their pastors, deepening 
all the more wounds already inflicted" on the church in Nicaragua, — EPS 


Venda moves to deport three Lutheran pastors EPS 86.03.65 
JOHANNESBURG - Leaders of Venda, a black “homeland" declared independent by 


South Africa - have told Lutheran Bishop Solomon Serote that he has till the 
end of the month to transfer three pastors to parishes outside Venda because 
of their activities against apartheid, the South African system of race 
separation with white supremacy. — EPS 


200 US religious figures denounce government ‘lies' on Nicaragua EPS 86.03.66 
WASHINGTON - About 200 religious leaders have released a list of 10 “lies” 


told by the US government about the situation in Nicaragua. The statement's 
signers include a score of Methodist, Anglican, Roman Catholic, and Lutheran 
bishops, and heads of denominations and Roman Catholic religious orders. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Alan Sell: "450th Anniversary of the Geneva Reformation” EPS 86.03.67 


[This is excerpted from a longer comment, available to journalists from the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). Sell is 
secretary of the WARC theology department. ] 


Is there any point in looking back 450 years to the Genevan Reformation 
[to be marked this May]? There is certainly no justification for a 
triumphalist spirit. The Reformed record is by no means untarnished. 


The burning of Servetus, the formal confessional condemnations of Anabaptists, 
and the less-than-Christ-like polemics against Rome all give us cause for 
repentance. One of the needs of Christian world communions today is to 
review our common histories with a view to the “reconciliation of memories". 


We can only do this (and we are attempting to do it in bilateral dialogues) if 
we face our past and do not seek to bury it. This way lies genuine healing; 
and it is not without significance that Roman Catholics are also much 
interested in the anniversary of the Genevan Reformation. 


Again, if we have no knowledge of our past our lusty singing of "Thy hand, 0 
God, has guided Thy flock from age to age" becomes a purely speculative 
activity. 


In other words, to be completely uninterested in the past is to be less than 
fully interested in God's providence, which can be trusted for the future but 
only traced in the past. 


Above all, reflection upon the Genevan Reformation can prompt our thanksgiving 
for all of those - known or unknown to history, but all known to God - who 
have lived by and extolled his free and sovereign grace. 


And it can challenge us in our time to proclaim biblical doctrine; to order 
our personal and our churchly life in accordance with the Word of God; and to 
claim the whole world for its sovereign Lord. Who can say that we do not 
need to hear this challenge? — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ninan Koshy: “The WCC and Freedom of Religion” EPS 86.03.68 


[Koshy is international affairs director at the World Council of Churches. 
This is excerpted from a longer presentation, last month, at the 42nd session 
of the UN Commission on Human Rights. The commission was then considering the 
1981 UN Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance, and of 
Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief (1981 EPS, no.34, p.3).] 


The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World Council 
of Churches regularly receives disturbing reports of continued and 
newly-developing instances of intolerance and of discrimination based on 


religion or belief. Even during this session of the Commission on Human 
Rights, we have learned of the arrest and detention of clergy and religious 
workers in several parts of the world. The list of persons who have suffered 


or are suffering as a result of activities in which they engage out of their 
religious convictions during this year alone is distressingly lengthy. 
Indeed, it would be difficult to find any country where the problem of 
religious liberty is fully and definitively solved. 


The World Council of Churches has a long and impressive history in dealing 
with the question of religious liberty. During the work of the UN leading to 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs took an active part in the formulation of Article 18 of 
that declaration which represents a standard of conduct which has yet to be 
fully realized. 


The council's concern on human rights has never been confined to religious 
liberty. In fact it has never dealt with religious liberty in isolation. 
On the other hand, the World Council of Churches has stated clearly that the 
right to religious freedom is inseparable from other fundamental human 
rights. Further, it has maintained that no religious community should plead 
for its own religious liberty without active respect and reverence for the 
faith and basic human rights of others, including those who do not profess or 
practice any religion. 


For the churches within the fellowship of the World Council of Churches, 
religious liberty is essential so that they can fulfil their responsibilities 
which arise from the Christian faith. Central to these responsibilities is 
the obligation to serve the whole community, promoting ... justice and peace. 


When Christian churches speak on the subject of religious liberty, or call 
for an end to intolerance or discrimination as a result of religion or belief, 
they do so with humility and _ repentance. The church's own history of 
intolerance and religious discrimination has been openly confessed. Numerous 
member churches of the World Council of Churches have had to suffer greatly, 
often unjustly, as a result of this history. Even today, religious factors 
often feed and inflame conflicts among and within nations. 


On the other hand, it is also true that religion and even the issue of 
religious liberty is often used for political ends. Religious fervour and 
frustrations, tensions among religious communities, and latent aspirations for 
justice which express themselves in religious terms are often misused by 
political powers for legitimization of particular political or economic 
programmes. ... Political authorities [sometimes] encourage or aggravate 
existing tensions among fragmented religious communities in order to control 
more easily their activities or weaken them. ... When governments, whose task 
it is to safeguard and protect religious communities and expression, 
themselves practice repression and discrimination, this ... deserves the full 
condemnation by the international community of nations. - (over) 


religious freedom/2 


Conflict between church and state is, however, only one manifestation of 
intolerance and discrimination. Difficulties of equally dramatic proportions 
often arise out of conflicts between religious minorities and majorities, or 
as a result of ethnic and cultural conflicts which have religious 
manifestations. 


Difficulties may arise also when certain religions come to dominate political 
institutions to the point of discriminating against other religions within the 
same nation. Discrimination is also experienced when religious communities 
or persons are engaged in the social realm, out of their faith convictions, 
such as in the struggle for human rights. ... 


The World Council of Churches is fully committed to the strengthening of 
implementation mechanisms for the Declaration on the Elimination of all Forms 
of Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief. We believe 
that governments themselves will benefit from the active engagement of the 
United Nations Commission on Human Rights in this regard. 


At the same time, we deem it necessary to caution the commission with regard 


to the nature of the mechanism to be created. Questions related to 
intolerance based on religion are different in nature from violations such as 
torture, disappearances, or summary executions. In the case of the latter, 


the World Council of Churches has repeatedly called for exposure and 
unreserved condemnation. 


In order to combat religious discrimination, however, the World Council of 
Churches' almost 40-year experience has taught that a different kind of 
approach will achieve more long-standing results. Such an approach should 
enable and promote tolerance and be positive and constructive, rather than 
denunciatory. 


The emphasis of whatever resolution this commission may adopt should be one of 
dialogue. The commission should seek means by which dialogue may be promoted 
between religious communities and their governments, as well as among 
religious communities themselves. The commission should inquire into and 
analyse the causes which might lead to or exacerbate discrimination or 
intolerance based on religion or belief. 


National legislation which may be relevant to discrimination or intolerance 
based on religion or belief should be examined and kept under review. ... In 
addition, there is a need to examine socio-political changes and factors which 
may affect relationships between religious or belief communities and their 
governments, or among such communities. 


The commission should discuss with and recommend to governments, religious 
communities and the media educational efforts or programmes designed to 
promote tolerance. It should encourage governments to utilize the advisory 
services of the United Nations Centre for Human Rights in order to further the 
implementation of the declaration. ... 


The kind of mandate we are suggesting would require a great deal of 
sensitivity, flexibility, compassion, and diplomatic skills. We plead with 
the members of this commission to refrain from political exploitation of this 
issue .... The World Council of Churches and its [310] member churches ... 
pledge their assistance and support in all possible ways to the full 
implementation of any genuinely effective mechanism that this commission may 
institute for the elimination of all forms of intolerance, and of 
discrimination based on religion or belief. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Eugene Stockwell: "ECLOF at 40" EPS 86.03.69 


[The Ecumenical Church Loan Fund (ECLOF) was founded 40 years ago - 29 March 
1946. It is part of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, where there 
is to be worship (7 April) to mark the anniversary. Aldo Comba, ECLOF 
associate director, describes the principle on which ECLOF is based: “Loans, 
‘soft' loans, are in many cases an excellent way, a very Christian way of 
helping people”. “Stockwell, a member of the ECLOF board of directors, is 
also WCC director for world mission and evangelism. ] 


Some thirty years ago, during the mid-1950s, I was a Methodist missionary 
working in a small up-country church in Uruguay, trying against what seemed 
like very difficult odds to build up a new and_ ~very-slowly-growing 
congregation. During my pastorate of that small congregation we had to move 
frequently from one locale to another - five times - because not until the 
last move did we have a building to call our own. 


During those years I heard for the first time of ECLOF - the Ecumenical Loan 
Fund - which from what little I could understand about it, facilitated loans 
for churches that needed help for building. As it turned out, our little 
congregation never needed such a loan, but it was not hard to understand what 
a boon a modest loan would be at an appropriate time of need, especially when 
the interest rate was very modest as compared to the very high interest rates 
prevalent on the commercial market. ... [ECLOF] loan amounts are generally 
fairly small, but it is not hard to think back and see how much these loans 
can mean to churches and projects which are in dire need of a helping hand. 


I have been impressed by several factors, The first is that this is an 
ecumenical loan fund, made possible by the many contributions of churches and 
organizations who do not ask that their gifts be used for their own 
confessional churches or denominations, but only that the funds be used wisely 
in loans that will contribute to the cause of God's Kingdom on earth. 


Secondly, I am impressed by the fact that it is a loan fund, not a fund for 
outright gifts. Gifts among churches have their important place, but when a 
church or a project can benefit from a loan, as so many can, without needing 
an outright grant, this releases the gift money for other places where it may 


be more essential. But the loan element also carries with it a very 
important sense of responsibility on the part of the borrower - it must be 
paid back! The fine exercise of such responsibility is witnessed by the 


remarkable payment record over many years of borrowers who have by their 
stewardship amply honoured the faith ECLOF placed in them. 


Finally, we talk a lot about “ecumenical sharing of resources" these days, 
often not knowing how to translate fine purposes into specific action. ECLOF 
has done that job of translation for years, in a modest but important corner 
of the ecumenical movement. With the funds there has gone much sharing as 
well of "non-material resources" - the warm interest in projects, the 
relationship of Christians embarking on an enterprise together for Christ, the 
effort to multiply such service for the well-being of many. 


There is, however, a contemporary note of some sadness in all this, borne out 


of the knowledge that the needs far surpass the funds available. How much 
more could be done to use capital funds for more loans, more faith in worthy 
borrowers, more service in God's Kingdom! We can pray that ECLOF will grow, 


not for itself but for the many around the world who - as countless others in 
the past - can receive that particular loan that will make all the difference 
to them in service, self-respect, achievement for the sake of others, the 
extension of Christ's body on earth. — EPS 


ECUVIEW: “The Implications of Aids for the Church” EPS 86.03.70 


[This is excerpted from a working paper prepared by three sub-units —- 
Education, Church and Society, Christian Medical Commission - of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. ] 


Aids is an infectious disease, caused by a retrovirus. The virus lodges 
itself in the special white blood cells (T-lymphocytes) which play an 
important role in the immune system of the body against most diseases, In 
its advanced stages it destroys the immune system leaving the body with no 
protection against diseases, this resulting in the victim's death. 


Medical science has not yet found an effective method either to protect the 
body from the effects of an infection or to provide curative treatment of the 
disease. Therefore the widespread incidence of the disease has caused 
considerable alarm. It is important at this stage to promote an 
understanding of the cause of the disease with the aim of controlling the 
number of persons who contact the disease. 


It is necessary for the churches to deal with the motivations and the 
ramifications of the rejection experienced by the victims of this disease. 
There are no scientific or religious grounds to exclude those who are victims 
or carriers of Aids. The following points may be made on our attitude to this 
crisis from a Christian perspective: 


- God does not send disease as a curse on any individual or group of 
individuals (Luke 13,1-5; John 9,1-3; Job 27,3-6) but has charged all 
believers with the ministry of healing (Matthew 10,8; Luke 10,9). 


- No policies or practices should be left unchallenged that effectively 
socially isolate or penalise carriers or victims of Aids. Neither should 
discrimination be accepted in immigration, employment, housing, education or 
health insurance against so-called high risk groups (however defined), or 


against carriers and victims. In fact, communities and individuals should be 
reminded of the positive imperative to visit, comfort and be in solidarity 
with those that suffer. The most relevant gospel passages are Matthew 


7,21-23 and Matthew 25, 31-46. 


- All have a duty to contribute through their disciplined behaviour to the 
control of the epidemic and of endemic situations. This can best be done by 
a detailed understanding of the scientific realities of its transmission and 
by challenging the modes of irresponsible sexuality (even if culturally 
acceptable), the inadequate medical practice and more exceptionally drug abuse 
that have led up to this global tragedy. 


- Churches have a special duty to help spread the necessary knowledge 
concerning Aids. They will thus not only serve their members, but 
significantly help the struggle against forces of ignorance and obscurantism 
which would stifle the spread of such knowledge in the community at large. 
They have also a duty to encourage individuals and groups to devote themselves 
to mature reflection on how to translate the biblical understanding of sex as 
an expression of love in responsible commitment (Genesis 2,24 and Matthew 19,5 
among others). 


The present tragedy has arisen notwithstanding the churches' efforts to teach 
a Christian approach to sexuality. We need to seek God's guidance on how to 


witness to His love and mercy by engaging in a meaningful dialogue with the 
secularized parts of our societies on the meaning of the recognition of AIDS 
as well as on human sexuality. ... - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "US Ecumenical Statement on 'Rural Crisis'” EPs: 8620527 1 


[This is part of a statement (29 January) from leaders of the [US] National 
Council of Churches and several of its 31 member denominations. ] 


... We call upon our pastors and members to press for enlightened public 
policy at the county, state and federal level that will end existing 
favoritism towards speculators in land ownership and to create, in turn, 
legislation that has as its aim the preservation of diverse ownership of land 
and the continuation of the family farm system with its attendant values of 
stewardship, family and community responsibility. 


This we do as a people of God, struggling to be honest to the call to 
discipleship in rural America and all the world, and believing that future 


generations will judge us harshly if we fail in this time of grave urgency. 


Many of our communions agreed in statements of policy to protect the family 


farm, farms that are family-owned and operated. We recognize the need for 
farmers to receive a fair price for their product coupled with formulas for 
production management. We recognize that credit and tax systems related to 


the maintenance of the family farm must be restructured at all levels of our 
governmental systems and we strongly support conservation programs’ that 
protect and preserve agricultural land. We continue to deplore the 
philosophies and actions of individuals and organizations that promote 
violent, anti-semitic or racist responses to the rural crisis. 


We are deeply thankful that in these days of pain and loss of many family 
farms that the Farmers Home Administration continues to adjust the date and 
numbers of farm families that will receive liquidation-foreclosure notices. 
The dates for sending letters have been changed from 1 to 23 January and now 
to 10 February and the number of farm families receiving those notices has 
been reduced from 80,000 to 30,000 and now to be sent to those who have not 
been able to make payments in the last three years. As time goes by we have 
a hope that the structures of our government that deal with credit 
restructuring will create more positive steps to enable the survival of these 
family farms and the rural community. 


We also look forward to early implementation of the Homestead Protection and 
Interest Rate Reduction features of the 1985 Farm Bill, the Food Security Act 
of 1985, sections 1321, 1320. For some farm families, reduced interest will 
enable them to live with their indebtedness, For others, the homestead 
protection will enable them to retain their home through retirement years. 
For still others, interim use of the homestead will ease the pain of changing 
life's direction. 


We urge the administration of the Farmers Home Administration program to be 
“farmer friendly”. Farm families and rural communities are a precious 
resource to this great land. 


As church leaders and members we cannot be silent or passive about the pain in 
the countryside. For to be silent and passive these days is to abandon the 
people with whom we work and live in rural America - the people who provide 
food and resources that sustain the society. To be silent and passive these 
days is to abandon a religious heritage that has sustained and nourished 
generations of people who have believed that God acts, and continues to act, 
in history and in the struggle for justice against overwhelming odds. Let us 
put faith, hope and action to work. Let us be strong and courageous, bold 
and prophetic. Let us join with our brothers and sisters in our rural 
communities to sustain the family farm system of agriculture and the land on 
which it is built for our children's children! - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Guidelines for Inclusive Language” EPS 86.03.72 


[This item is excerpted from a 10-page booklet of 40 guidelines published by 
the communications office of the Lutheran Church in America. ] 


Don't assign emotional or moral roles exclusively to one sex. Both men and 
women may need care and protection; both can be spiritually and morally 
strong; both can be competent and independent. 


Many find the term ‘'lady' condescending when used generically. 'Feminist' 
may be taking on connotations unacceptable to many advocating equal 
participation and justice for women. 


Views on language about God ... are rapidly changing. While some changes 
satisfy, some presently give offence; and writers and speakers should be 
sensitive to the concerns of their readers and audiences. 


Current usage is 'gay' for male homosexuals, 'lesbian' for female homosexuals, 
and ‘homosexuals' for both. Even if the writer or speaker does not condone 
homosexuality, language used should not dehumanize or vilify persons. 


Avoid tokenism, particularly in pictures or illustrations. Characters should 
be drawn as individuals. They can be shown with the physical characteristics 
of their race; not simply as Caucasians with coloured skin. 


Avoid ‘civilized' and ‘uncivilized' or ‘primitive' in international 
references, since the terms pass judgement on cultures which may be thousands 
of years older than the writer's own. 


Think what it would do to a black child to be bombarded with images of white 
as beautiful or clean or pure or virtuous and black as dirty and menacing. 
It is equally unproductive to create guilt in the mind of _ the 
socially-concerned white middle-class youth by insisting that he or she is 
‘one of the oppressors' or ‘the focus of evil’. 


Be alert to changes in place names, political boundaries, and regions where 
the political destiny is as yet unclear. 


Avoid ... language which implies that North Americans or Europeans ‘own and 
operate' churches in other lands. The terms 'mission' and 'missionaries' are 
acceptable and not necessarily colonialist, but become so when linked with 
phrases such as ‘mother church' and ‘native church’. 


Beware of stereotyping all Muslims as Shi'ites or all Shi'ites as Islamic 
fundamentalists. Not all Hindus are vegetarians, not all Baptists are 
biblical literalists, not all Episcopalians are wealthy. 


Avoid outmoded terminology and spellings. Currently 'Muslim' is preferred to 
"Moslem', '‘Islam' to ‘Mohammedanism', 'Muhammad' rather than 'Mohammed' and 
"Qu'ran' rather than 'Koran', though the latter is still in wide use. 


Be careful in using references to New Testament Jews. There is a long 
history of bias in Christianity which blames Jews for the death of Jesus and 
for the persecution of the early church, 


Avoid ... a 'hierarchy' of grace when referring to clergy and laity. 


Native American religions ... deserve the same respect as other world 
religions. The religious beliefs of American Indian should not be seen only 
as an adjunct to making war or as quaint customs. —- EPS 
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EPS coverage is planned for mailing as follows: consultation on root causes of 
hunger in Africa, 7-ll April, Senegal: 9&15 April. If your deadlines are 
different, let us know. 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): Women in Namibia by 
Caroline Allison. It costs 4.50 US dollars, 2.95 UK pounds, or 8.90 Swiss 
francs. 


Rehabilitation in Uganda: WCC/CICARWS (Box 66, CH-121l Geneva 20) has a 
situation report (no. 2, 10 March) on the subject. The [Anglican] Church of 
Uganda has requested 3 million US dollars for short-term relief needs (food, 
clothing, blankets, medicines) and longer-term rehabilitation (agricultural 
inputs, vehicles, building materials) 


EPS 86.03.21: Change the first line of paragraph 4 to read: Among other 
likely synod agenda items are Eastern Orthodox living etc. 


EPS 86.02.88: The full fellowship referred to is projected for 1 January 1987. 


Lesotho pictures are planned for the EPS to be printed 9 April. Several 
feature stories on Lesotho are available to journalists from WCC/Visual Arts, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Swiss Interchurch Aid (EPER, rue des Terreaux 10, CH-1003 Lausanne) has 
available an article (in French) and photos on the 15,000 people who have 
disappeared in Lebanon in recent years. 


Available to journalists from the WCC Commission on Faith and Order (Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20): the call to the Fifth World Conference on Faith and Order 
(probably in 1989), preparatory material for the 1987 Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity (whose theme is "United in Christ, a New Creation: II 
Corinthians 5:17--6:4a"), two recent F&O information letters ("information and 
reflections” on the document on baptism, eucharist, and ministry [BEM], edited 
by Max Thurian, and F&O “results, plans, hopes” for 1985-86), and a list of 


more than 100 official responses F&0 has received on BEM, through the end of 
January. 


A “final word" on gospel and culture from participants in the 34th session of 
the WCC's Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies is available to journalists 


from WCC/Bossey, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


"The African Challenge” is the new quarterly of the All Africa Conference of 
Churches (Box 14205, Nairobi). 


A course for financial managers of Christian institutions in Africa is planned 
1 July-15 August at Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation (Box 21493, Kitwe, Zambia). 


The WCC Sub-Unit on Renewal and Congregational Life (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 


20) is looking for “original, local prayers” for the revised edition of the 
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section has material for use with EPS items. 
Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Tell us 


if you want to be on the telex list. EPS deadline: most Tuesdays at 8h00 
GMT. This EPS was printed 19 March. EPS appears about 40 times a year. 


WORLD ANGLICANISM TO REACT TO Ecumenical Press 
POSSIBILITY OF WOMAN AS BISHOP Service 86.03.73 


[This item is based on material supplied by Bob Byers, press officer of the 
London-based Anglican Consultative Council. ] 


TORONTO - The 28 primates (first bishops of the world's autonomous Anglican 
denominations) have asked Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie to set up a 
small working party to collect world Anglican reactions to the possibility of 
a woman being consecrated an Anglican bishop. Its report is due in June 1987. 


The issue was on the agenda of the primates' meeting (here, 12-15 March) at 
the request of Presiding Bishop Edmond Lee Browning of the US-based Episcopal 
Church, which has had female priests and deacons for more than a decade. Last 
September, the great majority of Episcopal bishops said they would not 
withhold consent for consecration of a female bishop if an Episcopal diocese 
chose one. 


In their post-meeting statement, the primates noted that each Anglican 
province can act for itself on the question of ordination of women, but it 
also recalled a 1978 resolution of the Lambeth Conference (the world meeting 
of Anglican bishops). They recommended that "no decision to consecrate [a 
woman as bishop] be taken without consultation with the episcopate through the 
primates, and overwhelming support in any member church, and in the diocese 
concerned, lest the bishop's office should become a cause of disunity instead 
of a focus of unity”. 


In their statement, the primates noted that three-quarters of them come from 
Asia, Africa, and Latin America. They also noted the presence at the meeting 
of K.H. Ting, president of the China Christian Council. Ting was consecrated 
as an Anglican bishop, but Chinese Christianity reflected in the CCC considers 
itself post-denominational. 


Among other items on the primates' agenda were church-state relations, and 
various areas of unrest and tension. Among those reporting on these were 
Robert Eames (archbishop of Armagh and primate of All Ireland), George Browne 
(bishop of Liberia and archbishop of West Africa), Philip Russell (archbishop 
of Cape Town and metropolitan of Southern Africa), and Samir Kafity (bishop in 
Jerusalem and president-bishop of Jerusalem and the Middle East). 


Another theme was changing demands made on pastoral ministry in local 
situations, including questions of recruitment, training, and deployment of 
ministers (ordained or not), and cooperation with other Christian traditions 
in this area. 


The primates also looked forward to the next Lambeth Conference, in 1988. Its 
themes are to be mission and ministry, dogmatic and pastoral concerns, 
ecumenical relations, and Christianity and the social order. 


Reviewing ecumenical relations, the primates reportedly focused on Roman 
Catholicism, Eastern and Oriental Orthodoxy, Lutheranism, the Reformed 
tradition, the World Council of Churches, and the Christian World Communions 
(global organizations of the various Christian traditions). 


The primates last met in 1983 in Limuru (Kenya). A third of those attending 
this meeting are new to their posts since then. Speaking to journalists, 
Runcie touched on the cultural diversity of contemporary Anglicanism. It is 


not", he observed, "an ecclesiastical extension of the Commonwealth” (the 
global organization of former UK possessions). - EPS 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETS Service 86.03.74 


[The French text of the communiqué on which this item is based is available to 
journalists from EPS. ] 


KINSHASA - “Justice, peace, and the integrity of creation", World Council of 
Churches-Roman Catholic relations, the UN International Peace Year, and South 
Africa were among items on the agenda of the semi-annual meeting (here, 9-15 
March) of the 27-member executive committee of the Geneva-based WCC. 


In a post-meeting statement, the committee highlighted plans for a world 
conference to “assemble all Christians for the cause of justice and peace, and 
against the destruction of God's creation". It is to take place “in conjunction 
with" the next WCC assembly, set for 1991. 


The committee voiced “strong hope” that the Roman Catholic Church, the WCC's 
principal non-member, will “participate fully” in the conference process. It 
also reaffirmed support for a church-related, “world peace council”, though it 
said that meeting's “conception and working out remain to be clarified”. 


Speaking of Roman Catholic-WCC relations, the committee praised “the positive 
results" of last November's special meeting of Roman Catholic bishops to 
review the Second Vatican Council (1962-65), noting in particular the bishops' 
confirmation of the value of Vatican II, the decision to undertake ecumenical 
dialogue, the endorsement of national conferences of Roman Catholic bishops 
(particularly their importance for local ecumenism), as well as the desire to 
co-operate in common Christian witness and social action. 


The committee's declaration on the peace year (EPS 86.03.97) urged an 
immediate beginning to nuclear disarmament. It asked for banning nuclear- 
weapons tests, citing Soviet willingness (expressed 20 February) to accept 
forms of verification on its territory. It noted “with interest” proposals 
from Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev to eliminate all nuclear weapons by 
2000. It said it hopes this proposal and others “equally serious” from other 
nuclear powers will lead to “decisive negotiations” on the elimination of 
nuclear arms. The committee also praised the pope's recent call (EPS 
86.02.45) for stepped-up prayer for peace. 


The committee said last December's meeting of church leaders from South Africa 
and around the world in Harare (EPS 85.12.75) is a "sign of hope". It urged 
the church to use its “influence on behalf of immediate and global sanctions” 
against South Africa, and to increase its support for South African liberation 
movements. It also noted the proposed world day of prayer and fasting next 16 
June (EPS 85.12.75), 10th anniversary of the “sufferings and sacrifice of all 
those who perished in Soweto", where many blacks were killed by South African 
police. Before then, an international meeting of youth is to be convened by 
the WCC and South African Council of Churches to highlight youth's opposition 
to apartheid, the South African system of race separation with white supremacy. 


The committee stayed at the Pope Shenouda residence of the Church of Jesus 
Christ on Earth by the Prophet Simon Kibangu. Some of its buildings were 
specially constructed for the visitors, They noted “extraordinary hospitality” 
provided also by the Church of Christ (which groups several dozen communities 
of various traditions) and the Roman Catholic Church here. 


Opening worship was attended by Mpinga Kasenda, first vice-president of the 
office of the central committee of Zaire's ruling (and only) party. Zaire 
President Mobutu Seseseko met privately with some WCC representatives before 
he and his wife received the entire group at their residence. - EPS 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
FOLLOWING UP HAITI VISIT Service 86.03.75 


PORT-AU-PRINCE - A mini-consultation with Haitian church leaders was scheduled 
here (20-22 March), part of follow-up to the visit last month by a five-person 
delegation under the auspices of the World Council of Churches (EPS 86.02.77, 
03.20). The first visit examined the situation in this island nation in the 
wake of the departure of President-for-Life Jean-Claude Duvalier. 


Before he left Geneva for the consultation, Gerson Meyer, WCC Latin America 
secretary, described the earlier visit as a vigorous expression of “pastoral 
solidarity and concern of the WCC constituency”. He noted that it was widely 
reported in Haiti and “created keen expectations there”. 


With André Jacques, WCC migration secretary, Meyer is in Haiti to “bring 
greetings and expressions of solidarity ... to the churches ... and to the 
Haitian people”, to “stimulate unity and co-ordination among the churches 
(Protestant and possibly Roman Catholic) in projects of relief and 
development”, and “to assess with them immediate and longer-term needs in 
Haiti, for response by the world-wide ecumenical community”. - EPS 


LIBERATION THEOLOGIANS SPEAK TO Ecumenical Press 
WORLD STUDENT CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY Service 86.03.76 
MEXICO CITY (David Devadas) - Describing sin as domination, Argentine 


liberation theologian Enrique Dussel said capitalism transforms a relationship 
in which brothers and sisters share the bread they produce into one in which 
people are instruments of owners. He also saw such evil relationships 
reflected in nations (mentioning South Africa, India, the Philippines, and 
Mexico as places where affluent minorities dominate), and in a world economic 
system in which rich nations create poverty beyond their borders. 


Speaking (here, 14 March) to participants in the 29th General Assembly of the 
Geneva-based World Student Christian Federation, Dussel described 
multinational corporations, banks, the International Monetary Fund, and those 
who impose military governments - he cited Chile - as angels of evil and 
death. Referring to the crisis related to the large debts of many Latin 
American and other countries, Dussel observed that the Bible considers it evil 
to charge interest. A similar point was made in a Bible study by another 
speaker. 


Speaking to assembly participants from Asia and the Pacific, another 
liberation theologian, Raul Vidales, professor at the National Autonomous 
University of Mexico, said “a perfect society is impossible. However, he who 
never dares to think in terms of the impossible, never knows what is 
possible.” Questioned on the relationship of liberation theology to Marxism, 
he observed, “We know about Marxism. We do not deny [that], but we are more 
interested in knowing ourselves, knowing our identity”. 


"What defines our people is that their stomachs are stuck to their backbone 
through hunger. That is how liberation theology was born,” he said. “Don't 
forget that Jesus Christ did not die of a heart attack," Vidales added. "He 
was assassinated ... by the arrows of one of the empires which was strongest 
in ancient times.” 


In his talk, Dussel also referred to empires, equating US President Ronald 
Reagan with Roman emperors. Observed Vidales, "It is the poor who have been 
able to humiliate empires. This is an adventure". - EPS 


NICARAGUAN GOVERNMENT MINISTER Ecumenical Press 
ADDRESSES WORLD STUDENT MEETING Service 86.03.77 


MEXICO CITY (David Devadas) - If and when the US attacks his country, says 
Nicaraguan education minister Fernando Cardenal, the first hours will be 
crucial for the world to respond. Cardenal, a Roman Catholic priest, spoke 
(here, 13 March) to about 200 students and other participants in the 29th 
General Assembly of the Geneva-based World Student Christian Federation. He 
received a standing ovation. 


In case of a US attack, Cardenal said, “we would like the young people of the 
world to stand up, to gather on the streets, to use their imaginations, their 
idiosyncracies, their special talents and do something”. He promised that 
“we will never get tired, we will never give up, we will never surrender ... 
for we want to have a free country, or we would prefer to die”. 


Cardenal said the importance of the 1979 Sandinista revolution in Nicaragua is 


the only point on which the government and its opponents agree. itis 
important, he said, as an example for all Latin Americans and many other 
peoples. In the wake of the revolution, one can hear of this country of 


three million people on any radio band and in any language, and on the front 
pages of the world's leading newspapers, he observed. 


The peasant peoples of Latin America, he said, had been told for decades that 
revolution is bad, but the Sandinistas have shown it can be good. The 
Sandinista approach means sovereignty, freedom, liberty, and national 
independence, he said. Each country has to find its own model according to 
its own peculiarities and context. “When we make mistakes", he added, “it's 
in a Nicaraguan style”, 


Cardenal said Nicaragua seeks friendship and cooperation with all countries - 
but without strings. That is why, he said, the country's leaders rejected a 
US offer of billions of dollars on condition Nicaragua cease contact with such 
countries as Cuba, and not buy arms, 


Nicaragua's leaders, he said, told a US envoy that Nicaragua's weapons are for 
defence against US agression. Though not expecting to defeat the US in a 
war, he said Nicaragua would not give up, and the US would pay a heavy price 
for any attack. 


Cardenal told the students there is no more money to open new schools in 
Nicaragua this year because 15 percent of the budget has to be spent on 
defence because “Nicaragua is under attack”. 


Speaking of Christian involvement in the revolution, Cardenal recalled that 
when the Sandinistas were planning the revolution, they had to come to grips 
with the fact that 95 percent of Nicaraguans are Christians. The choice was 
either to stop people from being Christians, or to include them in the 
revolution. 


Cardenal spoke of religious oppression by bishops who persecute church members 
who participate in the revolution and by bishops who go to the US to praise US 
President Ronald Reagan's proposed 100 million dollars in aid to the “contras" 
(forces fighting the Nicaraguan government). 


Cardenal described the Reagan plans as immoral. "We have to atone for these 


sins", he _ said. Juan Franco, WSCF's regional chair for Latin America, 
described Cardenal as "a great teacher".- EPS 


WORSHIP OPENING FOR 29TH ASSEMBLY, Ecumenical Press 
WORLD STUDENT CHRISTIAN FEDERATION Service 86.03.78 


MEXICO CITY - Students and others spoke of their situations in different parts 
of the world during opening worship (here, 16 March) for the 29th Assembly of 
the Geneva-based World Student Christian Federation. 


Fatima Jouanca of Jordan said “there is no peace or justice” in her part of 
the country, occupied by Israel. Kevin Barret of Canada spoke of conflicts 
between priorities, as in the case of the Charlotte Islands where the 
government wants to relocate some Native people in order to set up a plant 
sanctuary. “For us in the churches in Canada", Barret said, "the 
environmental issue and the Native issue cannot be separated". 


Becky Lozada from the Philippines, spoke of cultural domination and of being 
“forced to worship a white man's concept of a god". Martin Georgi from FRG 
(West Germany) said Europe today is “looking for a new identity”. He noted a 
consciousness among European students of Europeans having brought suffering 
and oppression to many other parts of the world. “We confess that we have 
gone too much the road of development, have prayed too much to the god of 
quick riches and exploitation at every price”, he said. 


Jean Pierre Ratefinierivo from Madagascar spoke of the unity of the people of 
God in struggles in Africa, such as in South Africa. Christian Conference of 
Asia General Secretary Sun Jung Park emphasized the “integrity of creation”. 
"By reducing living things to objects of use", he said, “we deny them their 
place as creations of God". - EPS 


UN COMMISSION Ecumenical Press 
SCORES CHILE Service 86.03.79 


GENEVA - The UN Human Rights Commission strongly condemned (14 March) human 
rights violations in Chile. 


Before the commission's approval of the resolution, which was by consensus, 
Marti Zimmerman, staff member of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, noted in 
a presentation to the commission that "many members of ... parishes and 
congregations have ... felt the full brunt of arbitrary detention, 
imprisonment, intimidation, torture, internal and external exile, 
disappearance, and death from the hands of those in power. 


“Above all", she continued, “the poor in Chile are those who have had to pay 
the greatest price of economic hardship and the implementation of the many 
kinds of states of exception”. Zimmerman expressed WCC “dismay” that 14 
police officers charged as the “authors of the brutal assassination of a loyal 
functionary of the Vicaria de la Solidaridad", José Manuel Parada "have not 
been brought ... to justice". (The vicaria is an office of the Roman Catholic 
archdiocese of Chile charged with looking into human-rights violations.) 


The WCC statement also urged that “every effort ... be made to ensure that the 
return to the full, legitimate, democratic respect of the law, and of the rule 
of law ... soon become a reality in Chile”. 


The WCC has four members headquartered in Chile - the Evangelical Lutheran, 
Methodist, Pentecostal, and Pentecostal Mission Churches. Another WCC member, 
the Damascus-based Greek [Eastern] Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch also has 


congregations in Chile. - EPS 


AFRICAN REFUGEE Ecumenical Press 
NEEDS REVIEWED Service 86.03.80 


NAIROBI - In 1966, when the refugee projects committee of the All Africa 
Conference of Churches was formed, there were 600,000 refugees in Africa. 
Now there are more than five million - half the world's total. As the 
committee gathered (here, 17-21 March) marking its 20th anniversary, its theme 
was “one refugee is too many”. 


The committee meets to review church-run refugee programs in 22 countries, and 
plan for the coming year. The church has long been in the forefront of those 
responding to refugees' needs. Today, that response is more difficult 
because refugees are a permanent presence in many African countries. 


Following opening worship, AACC General Secretary Maxime Rafransoa observed in 
a presentation that services for refugees currently account for over half the 
AACC budget. As long as there are wars and military regimes in Africa, he 
said, the refugees will continue to come. In his address, Klaus Poser, 
director of the inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) of the Geneva-based 
World Council of Churches, emphasized the cooperative WCC-AACC relationship in 
responding to refugees’ needs, suggesting it could be a model for Christian 
councils in other parts of the world. He said growing opposition to refugees 
in Western countries requires a closer relationship between the African and 
Western church, 


Country programs discussed in detail here included Algeria, Angola, Botswana, 
Burundi, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Ghana, Gabon, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Rwanda, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Zaire, 
Zambia, and Zimbabwe. —- EPS 


BRITISH FREE CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
URGED: BE OPEN TO WORLD Service 86.03.81 


LLANELLI (Wales) - The dangers of retreating into a private spiritual world 
were spelled out by the new moderator of the Free Church Federal Council, 
Donald English, for the council's congress (here, 18-20 March). “In a complex 
and rapidly changing world, it is all too easy to withdraw into a private 
world of spirituality which is unrelated to all that is going on around us", 
he said. He urged Christians not to “neglect the reality of corporate and 
structural sin in our society, a form of evil as insidious as its individual 
counterpart, and often more vicious and oppressive.” 


Among items on the congress agenda were South Africa; problems of inner 
cities; the questioning, sceptical “and even cynical” tone of much current 
broadcasting about religion; and the problem of drinking and driving. On the 
latter question the congress planned to urge FCFC members to study a leaflet 
produced by the Churches' Council on Alcohol and Drugs and which sets out some 
of the facts (such as 1400 deaths each year from alcohol-related road 
accidents) and some possible changes in the law. 


FCFC members are the Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland, Baptist Union 
of Wales, Congregational Federation, Countess of Huntingdon's [Methodist] 
Connexion, Free Church of England, Fellowship of Churches of Christ, 
Independent Methodist Church, Methodist Church, Moravian Church, Old Baptist 
Union, Presbyterian Church of Wales, Salvation Army, Union of Welsh [Reformed] 
Independents, United Reformed Church, and Wesleyan Reform Union. FCFC work 


suffered a blow with the death (25 February) of its general secretary, Richard 
Hamper. David Main is now acting as general secretary. — EPS 


UN COMMISSION APPROVES RESOLUTION ON Ecumenical Press 
RELIGIOUS DISCRIMINATION, INTOLERANCE Service 86.03.82 


GENEVA —- The UN Human Rights Commission approved (26-5 with 12 abstentions, 11 
March) appointment of a “special rapporteur" for one year to examine “reports 
of incidents and governmental actions in all parts of the world” inconsistent 
with the 1981 UN Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance 
and of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief (1981 EPS no.34 p.3). 


The rapporteur is to “recommend remedial measures, including as appropriate 
the promotion of dialogues between religions or beliefs and _ their 
government”. He or she is also to “seek credible and reliable information 
from governments, as well as _ specialized agencies, intergovernmental 
organizations, and non-governmental organizations, including communities of 
religion or belief". The rapporteur is to “bear in mind the need to be able 
to respond effectively to credible and reliable information that comes before 
him, and to carry out his work with discretion and independence”. 


The US sponsored the resolution. Co-sponsors were Belgium, Canada, Costa 
Rica, FRG (West Germany), Italy, Norway, and Senegal. Voting against were 
Syria, Soviet Union, GDR (East Germany), Byelorussian SSR, and Bulgaria. 
Abstaining were Sri Lanka, Mexico, China, Congo, Cyprus, Ethiopia, India, 
Jordan, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Yugoslavia, and Algeria. 


Commenting on information - reportedly circulated by the US delegation - that 
the World Council of Churches (WCC) opposed and the Vatican supported the 
resolution, Executive Secretary Erich Weingdrtner of the WCC Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs, called it “wrong, or misleading”. 


Weingdrtner said it would be "excellent" if the UN commission could "institute 
Some strong mechanism which could help churches and religious communities 
which are suffering discrimiation or persecution". But, he added, initial US 
drafts of its proposal “in our view would not achieve this purpose. As a 
consequence, we began to lobby for amendments in the draft to make it more 
viable, stronger, and more effective.” 


He said religious intolerance is “qualitatively different from ... torture or 
summary executions. ... In fact", he observed, “we followed closely the line 
taken by the representative of the Holy See, namely that in the case of 
religious intolerance, what was needed was’ sensitivity to cultural and 
historical factors, and an approach based on dialogue, rather’ than 
confrontation.” 


CCIA proposals for change included a mandate for the rapporteur to “help 
churches and religious communities to dialogue with their governments in order 
to achieve changes that might benefit them", also in cases of discrimination 
among religious communities, rather than on the part of governments. 


Weingdrtner noted the "positive response we got from practically all 
delegations", except the US. It, he said, accused the WCC of attempted 
“sabotage”, and “resolutely refused" to take into account WCC amendments, 
though “some wording changes were forced on them by the co-sponsors”. 


He praised those changes, adding that the WCC “certainly will try as much as 
possible to help the rapporteur", and that it hopes “this instrument will not 
be used for political ends, but will benefit the religious communities who 
need it most". (Earlier in the human-rights session, which extended several 
weeks, CCIA Director Ninan Koshy made a speech outlining a general WCC 
approach to the issue of religious discrimination [EPS 86.03.68.]). - EPS 


US Anglican presiding bishop appoints Indian advocacy committee EPS 86.03.83 
NEW YORK - Presiding Bishop Edmond Lee Browning of the US-based [Anglican] 
Episcopal Church has named a seven-person “blue ribbon committee on Indian 
advocacy”. In making the appointments, Browning said “two percent of all of 
today's American Indians were baptized as Episcopalians". — EPS 


Two Sri Lankan priests acquitted EPS 86.03.84 
COLOMBO - Two Roman Catholic priests, A. Singarayar and A. Sinnarasa, were 


acquitted (10 March) of charges of violating the country's “prevention of 
terrorism act". - EPS 


German theologian Helmut Thielicke dies at 77 EPS 86.03.85 
HAMBURG - Lutheran pastor and theologian Helmut Thielicke died at his home 


here (6 March) at the age of 77. He gained wide fame during World War II for 
his public lectures, which, he later said, were to “prepare people for the 
terrible things that lay before them". The Nazis had dismissed him as a 
university professor, and forbade him to speak, though he later had permission 
to speak once a week. Thielicke was engaged by leaders of a failed 1944 plan 
to kill Adolf Hitler to write part of a declaration on church-state 
relations. He was the author of hundreds of articles and books. — EPS 


US evangelicals criticize liberation theology, apartheid EPS 86.03.86 
KANSAS CITY (Missouri/US) - Participants in the 44th annual convention of the 


[US] National Association of Evangelicals, here, were strongly critical of 
liberation theology. They also approved a resolution condemning apartheid 
(the South African system of race separation with white supremacy) as “an 
affront to a just God". A convention position paper said the message of 
repentance and salvation in Christ should not be isolated from activity in 
social and political arenas, - EPS 


Swiss church, other groups selling Nicaraguan bananas EPS 86.03.87 


GENEVA - A country-wide coalition of groups, some of them church-related, are 
selling more than 125 tons of Nicaraguan bananas in Switzerland (19-23 
March). In the wake of the trade embargo imposed on Nicaragua by the US in 
May 1985, the country has had difficulty selling its bananas ("“Nicas"), a 
major foreign-exchange earner. Among those purchasing the Nicas is the 
cafeteria of the Ecumenical Centre, headquarters here of the World Council of 
Churches and several other international church organizations. - EPS 


Pastors' refusal to officiate at soldier's marriage scored EPS 86.03.88 


BREMEN - FRG (West German) Defence Minister Manfred Woerner criticized (17 
March) two pastors of the Evangelical [United, Reformed, Lutheran] Church in 
[West] Germany [and West Berlin] here who refused to officiate at a wedding of 
a soldier in uniform. The pastors said they could not reconcile such a 
wedding with their consciences. Woerner called it “an example of 
discrimination against men belonging to the armed forces". The FRG defence 
ministry reported a similar case earlier this month, in Duisburg. - EPS 


Pope to visit Rome's chief rabbi EPS 86.03.89 


ROME - A papal visit to this city's principal synagogue, and Elio Toaff, the 


city's chief rabbi, has been announced. Details are pending, but the visit is 
expected to include a joint prayer service. It is thought to be the first 
such visit since the early decades of the church. - EPS 


US church people in Central American 'pastoral visitation' EPS 86.03.90 
NEW YORK - Arie Brouwer, general secretary of the 3l-denomination [US] 


National Council of Churches led an NCC delegation on a “pastoral visitation" 
to El Salvador and Nicaragua (12-18 March). "This is not a fact-finding 
mission,” he said, but a chance to “renew contacts with our Christian brothers 
and sisters” in the two countries. - EPS 


Vatican tells US theologian to retract views EPS 86.03.91 
WASHINGTON - The Vatican has told Charles Curran, professor of moral theology 
at Catholic University of America (CUA), here, to either retract his views on 
birth control and other sexual issues, or lose Vatican authorization to teach 
Roman Catholic doctrine. Curran said he will not retract, but offered never 
to teach sexual ethics at CUA again. CUA President William Byron said that if 
Curran loses his Vatican authorization, he can no longer be employed at the 
university's theological faculty, which the Vatican charters. - EPS 


United Methodist bishops to approve nuclear pastoral EPS 86.03.92 
MORRISTOWN (New Jersey/US) - The final draft of a pastoral letter and study 


document on the nuclear situation is to be voted on by the bishops of the 
US-based United Methodist Church at their meeting here next month (29 April-2 
May). A UMC report says they are not meant to reflect a church-wide 
consensus, but to be “pastoral and prophetic words ... to the church”. There 
are 46 UMC bishops active in the US, and 14 in other countries, as well as 50 
who are retired. - EPS 


Anglican missions researcher warns: Christianity ‘losing cities' EPS 86.03.93 
RICHMOND (Virginia/US) - Missions researcher David Barrett, an Anglican who 
works for the foreign mission board of the US-based Southern Baptist 
Convention, says Christianity has “suffered a marked and progressive decline 
throughout this century", and the church is "fast losing the battle for the 
cities”. According to his figures, 18 of the world's 25 largest cities in 
1950 were predominantly Christian, but by 2000, eight will be. Barrett, who 
compiled the 1982 “World Christian Encyclopedia", is now working on a study of 
2700 cities in the world with 100,000 or more people. He estimates that 
“there must be 500 big cities where there are either no Christians, or no 
Christian activities, no churches". - EPS 


Ecumenical delegation meets European Community chairman EPS 86.03.94 
BRUSSELS - A delegation from the Ecuropean Ecumenical Commission for Church 
and Society met (5 March) with the Dutch foreign affairs minister, who 
currently chairs the ministers council of the European Community, to urge more 
EC action against apartheid, the South African system of race separation with 
white supremacy. The commission includes the British Council of [Baptist, 
Anglican, Reformed, Eastern Orthodox, Lutheran, Methodist, Moravian, Salvation 
Army, United] Churches, [Anglican] Church of England, [Eastern Orthodox] 
Church of Greece, Portuguese Council of [Methodist, Reformed, Anglican] 
Christian Churches, United Protestant Church of Belgium, Evangelical 
[Reformed, Lutheran, United] Church in [West] Germany [and West Berlin], 
Federation of Protestant [Reformed, Methodist] Churches of Switzerland, 
Protestant [Lutheran, Reformed, Baptist] Federation of France, Federation of 
Evangelical [Reformed, Methodist, Baptist, Lutheran, Salvation Army] Churches 
in Italy, Reformed Churches in the Netherlands, Spanish Evangelical [Reformed] 
Church, Irish Council of [Anglican, Lutheran, Methodist, Moravian, Reformed, 
Quaker, Salvation Army] Churches, and Council of [Reformed (NHK, GKN, 
Remonstrant, Evangelical Brethren), Old Catholic, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, 
Mennonite, Quaker] Churches in the Netherlands. - EPS 


Pope favors some forms of liberation theology, but also warns EPSA86. Vos 0) 
ROME - Opening a meeting of 21 Brazilian bishops (here, 13 March ), Pope 


John Paul said some forms of liberation theology are necessary to support 
church desires for social justice in the third world. However, he warned 
bishops not to identify with or try to substitute for politicians, economists, 
sociologists, or union leaders in their quest for social justice. "Purified 
of elements that could adulterate it, with grave consequences for the faith", 
the pope said, “this theology of liberation is not only orthodox, but 
necessary". Many of Brazil's Roman Catholic bishops have supported liberation 
theology, though in 1984 the Vatican warned against some aspects of it. — EPS 


ECUTEXT: “WCC Pentecost Message” EPS 86.03.96 


[This is the 1986 Pentecost message from the seven presidents of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches: R. Nita Barrow (Methodist, Barbados), 
Marga Biihrig (Reformed, Switzerland), Paulos Mar Gregorios, (Oriental 
Orthodox, India), Johannes W. Hempel (Lutheran, German Democratic Republic), 
Ignatios IV of Antioch and all the East (Eastern Orthodox, Syria), W. P. 
Khotso Makhulu, (Anglican, Botswana), Lois M. Wilson (United, Canada). 
Pentecost is celebrated this year on 18 May and 22 June. ] 


Sisters and brothers in Christ throughout the world, 


At this time of Pentecost we, the Presidents of the World Council of Churches, 
send our faithful greetings to you and to all your congregations. From the 
wealth of the biblical witness we have chosen for our message this year the 
words of the Apostle Paul to the community at Ephesus: “There is one body and 
one Spirit. Endeavour, therefore, to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace” (Ephesians 4:3ff). 


We live in a time when the tremendous possibilities of the human spirit are 
being developed all around the globe. The achievements of modern science and 
technology are impressive, but we are shocked by their monstrous misuse for 
war and destruction. Humanity, including we who call ourselves Christians, 
has been unsuccessful in bringing about real change for a more just world, in 
reducing oppression, in creating a secure and lasting peace. Highly developed 
in part, but with masses living in wretched poverty, richly endowed yet deeply 
anxious, we seek a new Spirit, a Spirit able to transform and renew us in the 
depths of our humanity and in our common life. 


Our violent and weapon-ridden world now faces the threat of self-destruction. 
In this “Year of Peace” more than ever before, we as Christians must support 
all efforts and all “spirits” struggling to preserve the precious and 
threatened gift of peace. In the ecumenical community we have set out on a 
long journey towards a world-wide witness for justice, peace and the integrity 
of creation. We invite all Christians to join us, in the unity of the Spirit, 
in forging this bond of peace. 


At Pentecost we celebrate the outpouring of God's Spirit as promised to “all 
flesh". To this we bear witness from our own experience. We have experienced 
in the ecumenical movement the life-giving and inspiring power of the Spirit. 
We confess together that the Spirit has spoken and still speaks to us through 
prophets, We worship and glorify the Spirit, together with the Father and 
the Son, in our praying, our speaking, our singing and our acting. 


In the ecumenical movement we experience the reality of the one world-wide 
Body of Christ as only a foretaste of the unity to come. In the many voices 
of the ecumenical choir we hear not the confusion of Babel, but one and the 
same Spirit, “in the fullness of its rich diversity” (Vancouver 1983). 
Therefore we urge you, in the words of the letter to the Ephesians, to 
preserve the unity of the Spirit and to seek after it wherever it has been 
broken. 


At this time of Pentecost, let us once again praise God for the one body and 
the one Spirit which are for us both gift and promise. Let us together grasp 
every opportunity to unity in the Spirit; let us make thus our humble 
offering to the world-wide bond of peace. Let us pray continually from the 
depths of our hearts: Veni Creator Spiritus - Come, Creator Spirit! 


Bound together with you in this prayer, we greet you, in the name of the. 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit - the one true God. - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "WCC Statement on the International Year of Peace” EPS 86.03.97 


[This item was adopted by the executive committee of the World Council of 
Churches at its semi-annual meeting, in Kinshasa, 9-15 March (EPS 86.03./4). ] 


1. The United Nations has declared 1986 the International Year of Peace, and 
the nations of the world are celebrating it. The 40th session of the General 
Assembly of the UN specially stressed the role of non-governmental 
organizations including religious bodies in promoting international dialogue, 
co-operation and building up of trust and mutual understanding. 


Zi During the past few years mass movements and organizations for justice 
and peace in various parts of the world have succeeded in bringing about a 
wide awareness of the threats to peace that the world faces today. Several 


member churches of the WCC, national and regional bodies representing them and 
a number of organizations in which Christians actively take part have made 
special plans for the International Year of Peace to kindle hope, to inspire 
mutual trust, to reduce tensions, to help nations negotiate with more give 
than take and to promote greater awareness of our common security and our 
shared destiny as one human race. 


2 The Sixth Assembly of the WCC underlined clearly the relationship between 
peace and justice and stated "The peoples of the world stand in need of peace 
and justice. Peace is not just the absence of war. Peace cannot be built 
on foundations of injustice. Peace requires a new international order based 
on justice for and within all nations, and respect for the God-given humanity 
of every person. Peace is, as the Prophet Isaiah has taught us the effect of 
righteousness.” 


The assembly called us as a family of churches to covenant together to pursue 
justice, peace and the integrity of creation. In view of the new quality of 
threats to justice, peace and the integrity of creation, the new critical 
issues related to them, and the signs of hope, the churches are called to new 
forms of response at all levels of their life; local, national, regional and 
international. 


4, At this point we would like to emphasize: 


(a) the relation between the arms race, socio-economic injustice and 
disruption of the environment; (b) the urgent need to make earth and space 
free from nuclear weapons and other means of mass destruction and to start 
nuclear disarmament now and the equally important concern about militarization 
and its consequences; (c) the need to rescue modern science-technology, 
humanity's basic tool, from the service of war and profit and ensure its use 
to promote the best interest of humanity including the elimination of 
poverty; (d) the need for implementing a Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty and 
stopping all testing of nuclear weapons forthwith. It is to be noted that on 
20 February 1986 the USSR formally declared its willingness to accept on-site 
inspections and that there are now no technical barriers to a CTBT. 


as In this connection, the Executive Committee of the WCC notes with 
interest the proposals on nuclear disarmament made by General Secretary 
Mikhail Gorbachev of the USSR on 15 January 1986, at the beginning of the 


International Year of Peace. The three-stage proposal with a view to 
eliminating all nuclear weapons by the year 2000 merits serious attention from 
all concerned for peace. The Executive Committee hopes that this proposal 


along with other serious, reasonable and specific proposals from the other 
nuclear powers will lead to decisive negotiated actions for eliminating 
nuclear weapons. —- (over) 
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6. The Executive Committee welcomes the initiative of Pope John Paul II, in 
calling for an intensive effort of prayer for peace by Christians and other 
people of good will during the year. 


7. The Executive Committee calls upon all member churches to observe 16 June 
1986 as a World Day of Prayer and Fasting remembering the sacrifice, agony and 
travail of all who died in Soweto ten years ago, and upholding the struggle 
for justice in South Africa. 


8. The Executive Committee reiterates the call to the churches to continue to 
give special attention to the root causes of war, mainly to economic 
injustice, oppression, and exploitation, and to the consequences of increasing 
tension including violation of human rights. It exhorts the churches to 
intensify their efforts for peace in the International Year of Peace and to 
witness to peace and justice through prayer, worship and concrete involvement. 


ECUTEXT: “WCC Message to Member Churches on South Africa” EPS 86.03.98 


[This item was adopted by the executive committee of the World Council of 
Churches at its semi-annual meeting, in Kinshaha, 9-15 March (EPS 86.03.74). ] 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches received with 
gratitude and hope the report from the emergency meeting called for in Harare, 
Zimbabwe (December 1985) and commends its implementation to you, the member 
churches. We, the Executive Committee, affirm that the kairos time (the 
moment of truth) is here now, both for the world community and for South 
Africa. This is the moment in which we are called to speak and act, 
reaffirming our common conviction that apartheid stands condemned by the 
gospel of Jesus Christ. 


i. Let the churches urge the international community to prevent’ the 
extension, the rolling over, or renewal of bank loans to the South African 
government, banks, corporations and para-statal institutions. 2. Let the 
churches use our influence to have appropriate bodies, including the 
international community, apply immediate and comprehensive sanctions against 
South Africa. 


ade Let the churches demonstrate our sustained and increased support for 
movements working for the liberation of South Africa, both inside or outside 
that country. 4, Let the churches commend to our members the day of 16 June 
1986 as a World Day of Prayer and Fasting, remembering the sacrifice, agony, 
and travail of all who died in Soweto ten years ago. We earnestly request 
the member churches to use this day as one for ecumenical intercessory prayer, 
fasting, education, and action. 


Let 16 June be the focal point, world-wide, to focus the attention of both the 
churches and the public, on those who have suffered undeservedly, and on the 
hope for a transformation of an unjust system. Let the prayers and fasting be 
a public witness where possible. 


>. Let the churches be aware of the international gathering of youth in June 
1986 called by the South African Council of Churches and the WCC to express 
solidarity with South African sisters and brothers, and to stay informed about 
the volatile and changing situation. Young people in South Africa, who are 
bearing much of the brunt of the liberation struggle, are also in need of the 
prayers of the whole body of Christ. Let our prayers, fasting, education and 
action reflect Jesus Christ, the hope and peace of all the world. - EPS 
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EPS coverage is planned for mailing as follows: consultation on root causes of 
hunger in Africa, 7-11 April, Senegal: 9&15 April. If your deadlines are 
different, let us know. 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): Women in Namibia by 
Caroline Allison. It costs 4.50 US dollars, 2.95 UK pounds, or 8.90 Swiss 
francs. 


Rehabilitation in Uganda: WCC/CICARWS (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has a 
situation report (no. 2, 10 March) on the subject. The [Anglican] Church of 
Uganda has requested 3 million US dollars for short-term relief needs (food, 
clothing, blankets, medicines) and longer-term rehabilitation (agricultural 
inputs, vehicles, building materials) 


EPS 86.03.21: Change the first line of paragraph 4 to read: Among other 
likely synod agenda items are Eastern Orthodox living etc. 


EPS 86.02.88: The full fellowship referred to is projected for 1 January 1987. 


Lesotho pictures are planned for the EPS to be printed 9 April. Several 
feature stories on Lesotho are available to journalists from WCC/Visual Arts, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Swiss Interchurch Aid (EPER, rue des Terreaux 10, CH-1003 Lausanne) has 


available an article (in French) and photos on the 15,000 people who have 
disappeared in Lebanon in recent years, 


Available to journalists from the WCC Commission on Faith and Order (Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20): the call to the Fifth World Conference on Faith and Order 
(probably in 1989), preparatory material for the 1987 Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity (whose theme is “United in Christ, a New Creation: II 
Corinthians 5:17--6:4a"), two recent F&O information letters ("information and 
reflections” on the document on baptism, eucharist, and ministry [BEM], edited 
by Max Thurian, and F&O “results, plans, hopes” for 1985-86), and a list of 


more than 100 official responses F&0 has received on BEM, through the end of 
January. 


The WCC Sub-Unit on Renewal and Congregational Life (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 


20) is looking for “original, local prayers” for the revised edition of the 
Ecumenical Prayer Cycle. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section has material for use with EPS items. 


Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Tell us 
if you want to be on the telex list. 


EPS deadlines in April/May (at 8h00 GMT): 
Wednesday, 23 April 


Tuesday, 29 April 
Friday, 2 May 
Tuesday, 27 May 


This EPS was printed 25 March. EPS appears about 40 times a year. 


WORLD STUDENTS CELEBRATE; Ecumenical Press 
SEEK RENEWAL, NEW IDENTITY Service 86.04.01 


OAXTEPEC (Mexico) (David Devadas) - While celebrating the 90th anniversary of 
the Geneva-based World Student Christian Federation, many participants in its 
29th General Assembly seem to be _ searching for renewal and a fresh 
"self-identification'. In recent years, WSCF has decentralized, making 
regional offices (Asia-Pacific, Middle East, Africa, Europe, North America, 
and South America) the foci of national movements. All regions except 
Asia-Pacific emphasized the need to expand membership and scope of their work 
in their reports to the general assembly. 


In a late-evening presentation on the role of students (19 March), Bessie 
Rifareal, general secretary of the Philippines Student Christian Movement, 
called on ‘senior friends' - present here in large numbers - to hand on 
responsibility and positions to students with trust and confidence. "We are 
listening, listening, listening, sitting in rows like pupils in primary 
school”, added Jarl Bohler of Norway, noting that students, at least in 
Europe, are a weak group, “easily made quiet". 


The students, senior friends, WSCF staff, and fraternal delegates earlier 
heard US Roman Catholic feminist theologian Mary Hunt on the role of religion 
in repressive times, and Mexican liberation theologian Raul Vidales on hunger, 
peace and justice. Hunt emphasized the primacy of active justice, out of 
which theology could flow. Stressing 'theologising' through dialogue and 
reflection over dogmatic theology, she warned against people like US Baptist 
evangelist Jerry Falwell and US government official Patrick Buchanan. Their 
message, she said, is “that the gospel calls us to maintain the hegemony of 
the United States in order to protect the rest of the world from godless 
communists”. 


Vidales spoke of hunger as a 'scandal', quoting UN statistics comparing 
armament spending with food, housing and education needs. He criticised food 
agencies and international monetary structures such as the World Bank. The 
gospel, he added, spoke of fulness of life for all, not only majorities. 


In a well-received report (EPS 86.04.08), WSCF Acting General Secretary Manolo 
Quintero called the four years since the previous assembly (in San Francisco 
in 1981) “one of the most crucial in the life of the federation”. Inability 
“to generate imaginative programmes” combined with "a series of regional and 
inter-regional crises" together weakened the “effectiveness and credibility” 
of the organisation, he said. 


But, he said, "the crisis has also become an opportunity”, going on to list 
current challenges, such as the oppression of women, deficient education - 
which he called "a basis for discrimination" ~ hunger, the arms race, “defying 
all logic. and rationality”, and the development of such technologies as 
microelectronics and biotechnology, crucial decisions on which “are made in 
the board rooms of the transnational corporations and in university research 
laboratories in the industrialized countries”. 


In this context, he said “the great historical challenge of today is to commit 
ourselves to the struggle for life ... life in all its fulness, that life 
which Jesus came to bring us and of which we are trustees and stewards of his 
resurrection". But, he called for a close look at the movement's autonomy in 
light of the increasing number of churches and agencies providing “designated” 
funds for particular projects, “thus limiting our ability to decide our own 
Priorities". - EPS 


HOMOSEXUALITY CONTROVERSIAL Ecumenical Press 
ISSUE AT WORLD STUDENT MEET Service 86.04.02 


OAXTEPEC (Mexico) - Homosexuality and racism were discussed at workshops at 
the 29th General Assembly of the World Student Christian Federation (here, 19 
March). Homosexuality sparked a particularly lively exchange, ranging from 
emotional appeals for understanding to denunciation and walk-outs. 


"You terrify me", said a European student, “because I am a lesbian. It is not 
something distant, something far away. I am here - flesh and blood.” The 
move to discuss the issue came from the WSCF Europe region; it voted support 
for homosexuals at its assembly in Finland last year. 


Opposition to homsexuality came generally from African and Middle Eastern 
delegates, one of whom walked out, saying, “We can accept you, the way we must 
accept all sinners, but no more”. Later in the meeting, though, some African 
delegates asked to hear more so that they might be better understand "this 
problem, which is slowly coming to Africa”. 


"The worst thing is that people feel they are excluded from the church because 
of their sexuality", said one homosexual. “I expect most to be mistreated 
when there are Christians.” Another observed that “the Bible has been used to 
“burn people ... to colonise people... for all kinds of things”, referring to 
an exchange of texts which marked part of the workshop. Earlier, “lesbian 
oppression” threatened to split a pre-assembly women's meeting (8-12 March; 
EPS 86.04.03), with some participants totally opposed to including it as a 
women's issue. 


In his workshop on racism, Cecil Gray, a black theology student from the US, 
defined racism - and other forms of oppression, such as sexism or classism - 
as “prejudice plus power". "The oppressors often did not realise how they are 
privileged", he said. He noted words which reinforce prejudice, such as 
“black Tuesday”, “white lie", and “blackmail”. 


Speaking of the current situation of US blacks, Gray said there is now much 


more subtle and sophisticated racism. "People don't generally set dogs on 
blacks now", he said, but it is difficult to get equal opportunities in such 
areas as education and jobs. He said a black high school student who had an 


affair with a white girl was lynched as recently as 1982. — EPS 


WOMEN MEET SEPARATELY Ecumenical Press 
BEFORE STUDENT ASSEMBLY Service 86.04.03 


OAXTEPEC —- Women's participation in student Christian movements was the most 
strongly emphasised priority at the 29th General Assembly of the Geneva-based 
World Student Christian Federation (here, 13-24 March). For the first time in 
its history, the WSCF will have a majority of women on its executive committee, 


Before the assembly, 70 women met in women-only sessions (8-12 March) to get 
to know each other, discuss perspectives on oppression, and prepare to bring 
common issues to main meeting. Many participants said the most meaningful and 
fruitful part of the meeting was the exchange of stories —- personal 
experiences of oppression and suffering. 


In very different backgrounds and contexts, they reportedly found many shared 
areas of oppression. In general, however, while European and North American 
women Saw themselves oppressed by men within their societies, women from 
Africa, Latin America, and the Middle East generally saw themselves oppressed 
together with men. —- EPS 


THIRD WORLD TOURISM Ecumenical Press 
ON ECUMENICAL AGENDA Service 86.04.04 


BAD BOLL (FRG) (Marlin VanElderen) Are there workable alternatives to the way 
mass tourism currently happens in third world countries? Is it fruitful for 
those concerned with its effects to dialogue with the tourism industry? What 
is the role of the church in working towards a more just tourism? 


These emerged as major unresolved issues after a three-and-a-half day 
consultation, “Third World People and Tourism”, which brought 140 people from 
30 countries to the Evangelical Academy here (19-22 March). Co-sponsored by 
the Bangkok-based Ecumenical Coalition for Third World Tourism (ECTWT) and its 
European partner organization TEN, in co-operation with the World Council of 
Churches and the academy, the conference continued a series of international 
ecumenical encounters on the subject which dates back to 1975. A 1981 meeting 
in Manila led to the organization of ECTWT, on whose board sit representatives 
of the regional conferences of churches in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, Latin 
America and the Pacific, as well as a representative of the Roman Catholic 
bishops conferences in East Asia. 


What was distinctive about the conference here was its bringing together 
representatives of the mass-tourism industry and third-world spokespersons who 
gave first-hand testimonies of the suffering of people in their countries as a 
result of developments designed to attract and accommodate foreign visitors. 


The juxtaposition of statements from the two groups revealed sharp differences 
of perspective between the profit-oriented tourist industry (whose annual 
revenues are said to exceed those of the petroleum industry), and 
spokespersons from developing countries, who described how tourist facilities 
have devastating effects on local economies and environment, and spawn social 
problems ranging from drug abuse and prostitution to trivialization of 
traditional ceremonies, and profanation of sacred sites. 


Tour operators are enterprises whose aim is to make profits for their 
shareholders, said Hubert Geppert, public relations officer of Touristik Union 
International, an FRG agency group whose 2.7 billion FRG-mark turnover, and 
2.4 million clients in 1985 make it among the world's largest travel firms. 


"It cannot be the business of tour operators and their trading partners to 
give economic aid to developing countries, nor to change social, economic or 
political conditions in those countries", Geppert said. He described that as 
the task of the people and governments of those countries. "We accept 
conditions there and do business irrespective of political systems. And we 
are in no position to cultivate or educate our clients; all we can provide is 
information.” 


Geppert added that tourism to third world countries accounts for a very small 
portion of the total tourist market - as little as two percent of the total 
travel from the FRG, traditionally the country from which the largest number 
of tourists come - and that economic factors indicate this is not likely to 
grow significantly. 


A number of participants expressed appreciation for Geppert's candor. But 
they suggested that viewing tourism in exclusively economic terms nullified 
his own call for “working together to minimize the adverse effects of 
tourism”. Though there was a general consensus to continue dialogue with the 
tourism industry, a few participants argued that the very structure of 
international tourism makes such dialogue impossible. Tourism, they said, must 
be seen as one component in an international economic order which thrives on 
exploitation of people in poorer countries and cannot be reformed. - (over) 


tourism/2 


That view was put most strongly by a native Hawaiian speaker, one of five 
people describing tourism's negative effects in their parts of the world. 
Pointing out that native Hawaiians constitute one-fourth of the million people 
on these islands and US state (though they suffer half of the drug addiction 
and 70 per cent of the unemployment), she said there are only two ways to 
assist Hawaiians: "Stay away. And attack international capitalism.” (Hawaii 
currently receives about 5 million tourists a year.) 


She warned that the situation in Hawaii, which she described as a victim of 
racism, imperialism, and cultural prostitution, is explosive, and that “the 
violence done against my land will be returned in kind" by politically 
targeted violence against tourists. Among recommendations in the conference's 
closing session was that ECTWT make a specific study of the case of Hawaii. 


A former hotel waiter and union organizer from the Philippines, a social 
psychologist from Mauritius, a lawyer-poet from Malaysia and a Palestinian 
travel agent in Jerusalem added their own testimonies during the session on 
personal experiences. A consistent theme was that, despite promises to the 
contrary, tourism provides only marginal economic benefits to receiving 
countries, and that these are far outweighed by its social disruption. 


At a subsequent session, a representative from a network of women's 
organizations in the Philippines painted a horrifying picture of rampant 
prostitution, estimated to involve about a half million people in her country, 
including boys and girls as young as nine. The rise in the number of 
prostitutes (officially called “hospitality girls”) followed efforts by 
now-deposed President Ferdinand Marcos to build up a tourist industry in the 
1970s. But prostitution in the Philippines, she said, can be traced to its 
long history as a rest and recreation center for US servicemen in the Pacific. 


A representative of a Peruvian-government tourist organization described some 
of the economic effects of tourism in her country. Tourism there, which ranks 
seventh among sources of foreign exchange, fell off sharply after political 
upheavals led to its being listed by the US as dangerous to visit. A Tunisian 
economist gave a detailed analysis, based on research in his country, a 
popular Mediterranean destination for European tourists, of how tourism's 
economic impact is nearly always negligible for national development despite 
exaggerated claims for its benefits. 


A Senegalese participant described “integrated rural tourism", which over the 
last dozen years has brought as many as 22,000 visitors annually - mostly from 
France — to rural villages in this West African country. Those taking part in 
this programme engage in an extensive process of preparation and education 
about the area they visit prior to their arrival. But there were cautions 
from third world participants that such “alternative tourism” is insufficient 
if the one-way traffic in tourism - from North to South - is maintained. They 
called for the provision of more opportunities for people in poorer countries 
to visit the first world. 


During the conference's final session, about 20 recommendations emerged from 
eight working groups. Many dealt with the need to continue and expand efforts 
to raise awareness about tourism and to continue a search for alternatives to 
current mass tourism. The recommendations will be submitted to the board of 
ECTWT when it meets in Fiji in June. 


Conferees also honored Peter Holden, ECTWIT executive secretary since its 
founding, who leaves this month to take up a position with the Australian 
Council of Churches, The June meeting is to appoint his successor. - EPS 


EFFORT UNDERWAY TO OVERCOME Ecumenical Press 
SEE OF ANTIOCH'S DIVISIONS Service 86.04.05 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - An initiative taken in Syria last fall holds out 
prospects for overcoming an ancient division among Christians related to the 
See of Antioch. The move for reconciliation was launched by the synod of 
Greek [Eastern] Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch at its meeting last October. 


In a letter dated 12 October and addressed to the Syrian [Oriental] Orthodox 
Patriarch of Antioch, Ignatius Zakka I Iwas, Eastern Orthodox Patriarch 
Ignatius IV said his synod had decided "to approach our sister, the Syrian 
church, to enter with us into official dialogue for the restoration of 
communion". He concluded by expressing hope for "the realization of our 
common goal, which is the desired and complete unity". 


Although equivalent to "Eastern", the term "Oriental" has become customary to 
distinguish the Orthodox tradition that does not accept the Council of 
Chalcedon of 451. That includes Armenians, Copts (Egyptians), Ethiopians, 
Syrians, and Indians. 


Because of the break in communion at the time of that council, the Oriental 
Orthodox were not involved in the later ecumenical councils either, but the 
two Orthodox families are also commonly distinguished as Chalcedonian and 
non-Chalcedonian. 


Since Jacob Baradaeus, a sixth-century monk and bishop, was_ largely 
responsible for keeping non-Chalcedonian Syrian Christianty alive, its members 


are also often called Jacobites. Perjoratively, others have called them 
Monophysites, believers in the theory that Christ had only one nature, the 
divine, and not a true human nature also. Chalcedon condemned this view as 


heresy, but Oriental Orthodox say they also believe Christ was truly human as 
well as divine, and their failure to accept Chalcedon has non-theological 
roots. 


The Syrians retained a strong nationalistic emphasis with adherence to the 
ancient Syriac liturgy, while their Chalcedonian counterparts, sometimes 
called Greeks and today commonly Antiochians, followed the Byzantine liturgy 
with use of Greek and, later, Arabic. Both Orthodox patriarchs of Antioch, 
site of the modern Antakya, in Turkey, now reside in Damascus, and relations 
between the two of them and between their churches are increasingly warm. 


To carry forward the Antiochian side of the reunion effort, its patriarchate 
appointed Metropolitans George Khodre of Mount Lebanon, Elias Audi of Beirut 
and Elia Saliba of Hama. The Syrian patriarchate named a group consisting of 
its prelates for the same jurisdictions: Metropolitans Theophilos George 
Saliba of Mount Lebanon, Athanasius Afram Barsoum of Beirut and Zahle, and 
Malateos Barnaba of Homs and Hama. 


When Ignatius IV visited the Antiochian Archdiocese of North America last 
year, he participated in a service (3 June) at St Mark's Syrian cathedral in 
the New York suburb of Hackensack (New Jersey). In welcoming remarks, Syrian 
Archbishop Athansius Y. Samuel said relations with the Antiochian Archdiocese 
headed by Metropolitan Philip Saliba are "excellent"'. He said he is looking 
forward to full unity. 


Ignatius called the Syrians "our sister", and said that with them "we do not 
feel like strangers as we do when we are with other churches". He also 
reported that he meets frequently with their partriarch in Damascus, and in 
meetings at the Antiochian cathedral there has him sit on the patriarchal 
throne. - (over) 


orthodox/2 


If non-theological factors precipitated the original separation, they may now 
serve the cause of reunion. With church members perceiving a basic identity 
of faith, the ancient points of debate seem increasingly pointless both in the 
Western hemisphere and in the current political-cultural climate of the Middle 
East. 


The Antiochian Patriarchate was ruled by Greeks until the election of 

Meletios II in 1899. But with both Patriarchates now Arab, the sense of 
vocation in witnessing as Arab Christians provides a realistic base for 
union. Shared Arab feeling may also help them reach a common view of the 
Greek-controlled Jerusalem Patriarchate, whose patriarchal dignity was 
conferred by Chalcedon and not recognized by the Syrian Patriarchate, giving a 
different connotation to the common title “of Antioch and All the East”. 


As a leader of Arab Christianity, Ignatius also seems disposed to assert a 
measure of independence in moving for the resolution of problems particularly 
bothering his community. In addition to the initiative for unity with the 
Syrian Patriarchate, he has encouraged his North American Archdiocese to move 
towards closer ties with other Eastern Orthodox, not waiting for the 
pan-Orthodox synod projected for some as~yet unknown time in the future to 
resolve the conundrum of American Orthodox unity. 


His North American overtures find response primarily in the Orthodox Church in 
America (OCA), which received its autocephaly from Mosocw in 1970 despite lack 
of formal agreement by other Sees. This affinity with the OCA, predominantly 
Russian in background, continues a tradition of close ties between the Russian 
and Middle Eastern Orthodox, and parallels the current political alliance of 
Syria with the Soviet Union. 


Like the Antiochian initiatives, establishment of the OCA came from an 
impatience with traditional processes requiring formation of a consensus among 
all Orthodox, with enunciation by the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople (Istanbul), before any change could occur. 


Among Oriental Orthodox generally, ecumenical initiatives today are met with a 
readiness to respond and seek closer ties. They held a series of four 
international dialogues with the Eastern Orthodox from 1964 to 1971, and in 
the 1970s held dialogues with Roman Catholic theologians at the Pro Oriente 
Foundation in Vienna. Dialogue also proceeds with US Roman Catholics. 


The Faith and Order Commission of the US National Council of Churches 
sponsored a consultation 26-27 April 1985 bringing Oriental Orthodox into 
dialogue with theologians from churches of Reformation heritage. And at the 
invitation of the Anglican Consultative Council, the first Anglican-Oriental 
Orthodox Churches Forum was held 7-11 October 1985 at St Albans, England. 


Perhaps the most authoritative result of the dialogues was a joint statement 
issued on 23 June 1984 by Pope John Paul II and Syrian Patriarch Zakka, 
reaffirming a “profession of common faith” made by their predecessors in 1971 
and denying “any difference in the faith they confessed in the mystery of the 
Word of God made flesh and become truly man”. 


The Roman Catholic dialogue has a special pertinence to the Antiochian 
situation because three prelates in communion with Rome carry the title 
Patriarch of Antioch: Ignace Antoine II Hayek (Syrian), Maximos V Hakim 


Melkite, corresponding to the Byzantine or Eastern Orthodox), and Cardinal 
ntoine Pierre Khoraiche (Maronite). - EPS 


ETHIOPIAN CHURCH REPS Ecumenical Press 
IN PLEA, THANKS ON AID Service 86.04.06 


GENEVA — Nearing the end of a seven-country tour (8-24 March), a nine-member 
ecumenical delegation from Ethiopia (here, 21 March) voiced great thanks for 
past famine-relief assistance to the country, and urged that it continue 
because “the need remains”. 


The delegation includes three representatives each from the Ethiopian 
[Oriental] Orthodox Church, Ethiopian Evangelical [Lutheran] Church Mekane 
Yesus, and the Roman Catholic Church in Ethiopia. Observed EOC Archbishop 
Abune Garima, “Many reporters say that the famine is over. That is not true." 
Said EECMY President Francis Stephanos, “We need immediate assistance right 
now.” 


Stephanos also spoke of the “great moment" of ecumenical co-operation the 
delegation represented. "I think the Lord is helping us to slowly overcome 
our differences”, he said. 


The Ethiopians outlined needs of 252,000 tons of food aid for their efforts to 
help two million people. "Failure to raise additional food will jeopardize 
ongoing agricultural rehabilitation and self-help programs, and ultimately 
many lives", they observed. Of the 252,000 tons, 132,000 remain unpledged, 
they said. 


During a news conference here, they were asked about charges that Ethiopian 
government resettlement programs work severe hardships on the people, who are 
not moving willingly. EECMY Development Director Solomon Gidada described the 
relocation of people as the government's idea. “The church was never 
consulted, and is not expected to be conslulted by the government”, he said, 
adding that “the church has an obligation to respond to the needs of people. 
... We have never folded our helping hands for assisting people in need.” As 
for negative reports about the resettlement effort, “I cannot give you any 
rumors", he said. 


EOC General Secretary Abebaw Yegzaw said resettlement began as spontaneous, 
voluntary movement of people in some parts of the country looking for better 
living conditions. He noted that resettlement efforts date back to the time 
of Emperor Haile Selassie, who was overthrown in 1974. He observed that 90 
percent of those resettled are EOC members, in need of help. He suggested 
that some who have spread negative reports have anti-Ethiopian motives. 
Speaking of the announced objective of the resettlement as _ allowing 
rehabilitation of the northern region of the country, he added, "We don't 
believe the objective is wrong.” 


Stephanos was asked about the current situation of his church body in the wake 
of reported government pressure and attacks in recent years. "We are getting 
along quite well", he said. "Things are improving. We are accepted, 
recognized by the Ethiopian government, and we are doing quite well in the 
field of evangelism. Several churches have been reopened.” 


In a situation report (no. 24, 17 March) on the drought and displaced persons 
in Ethiopia, the WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) said over-all 
food-relief needs there for 1986 will total 1.3 million tons, with 500,000 
tons currently unpledged. "At present”, it reported, “the food situation 
seems to be reasonable, but shortages are expected again towards the middle of 
1986, when they might last until harvest time, late 1986." It described the 
progress in the EOC relief program as “remarkable and satisfactory”, and in 
rehabilitation as “behind schedule and below expectations". It offered three 
possible explanations for the latter. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/S.J. Samartha: "Secularism and Inter-Religious Dialogue" EPS 86.04.07 


[This is excerpted from a keynote address to an international seminar on 
“interfaith dialogue for national integration and human solidarity”, sponsored 
by the University Grants Commission (New Delhi) at Madras Christian College 
(Tambaram), 27-31 January. Samartha is a visiting professor at United 
Theological College (Bangalore). ] 


Sometimes, in a mood of lofty condescension, born out of prejudice, 
ignorance, and an almost total lack of sensitivity to the profound dimensions 
of religious life, secularists succeed in giving genuinely religious people an 
inferior political consciousness. They give the impression that only 
secularists who reject religions are truly nationalist. Genuinely religious 
people are made to feel like crows that have wandered by mistake into a 
conference of swans. 


One consequence of this attitude is the encouragement given to hypocrisy in 
public life. Even some of those who claim to be guided by the “scientific 
temper", in private consult astrologers for auspicious moments. Political 
leaders find it profitable to mix agnosticism and religiosity in various 
proportions depending on the occasion, Religions are used as handmaidens to 
political interests. Some leaders are secular in public, but religious in 
private. Others are religious in public but are really agnostics in their 
personal lives. 


Among the leaders of India, Nehru was secular both in public and in private. 
Mahatma Gandhi alone was religious both in private and in public. ... What we 
now witness in the country is mostly “secular riots", justified later on in 
non-secular terms, blaming religions for the benefit of the victims and the 
instruments of violence. 


Truly religious people do not want their religious faith to be politicised. 
In fact, those who are strongly rooted in their faith are not easily roused to 
fanatical actions. It is those who are insecure and uncertain about their 
faith who are easily roused by the slogan of “pious secularists" that religion 
is in danger. Religions do not need nor should they seek state patronage. 
But the state has the duty and the responsibility to provide creative space 
for dialogue in order that a climate of profound tolerance might grow in the 
life of the nation. 


What then, is the purpose of inter-religious dialogue in India today? ... [It] 
is threefold: (i) to remove ignorance and misconceptions about each other's 
beliefs and practices and to promote informed understanding, critical 
appreciation and balanced judgement on matters of faith; (ii) to work 
together for common purposes in society, particularly where human rights, 
social and economic justice, and peace in the community and the nation are 
concerned; and (iii) to bring to bear the deeper resources of our respective 
faiths on the basic problems of human existence that arise because of human 
finiteness. 


Perhaps the most urgent task today is to provide young people who are the 
future citizens and leaders of the country with sound knowledge of our 
pluralistic religious and cultural heritage. Our educational institutions 
have been emptied of these vital matters for more than four decades. 


Has not the time come to restore to the halls of our academic life one of the 
most basic components of our national culture and religious heritage? And 
because ours is a pluralist society careful attention has to be given to the 
ways and means through which religious and cultural values of different 
traditions are communicated to and shared by our young people. —- EPS 


ECUVIEW/Manolo Quintero: "“WSCF Today” EPS 86.04.08 


[This item is excerpted from a report to the 29th General Assembly of the 
Geneva-based World Student Christian Federation. Quintero is WSCF acting 
general secretary. ] 


As members of the institutional church, we are called to work for and 
participate in the renewal of the church of Jesus Christ through our 
involvement in the life of the local congregation. But we have to do this 
from the perspective of the kingdom, that is, recognizing that the action of 
God is also outside the church in those struggles which attempt to transform 
God's world so that all can enjoy full lives. The federation and the 
national movements have to live with this tension which has rightly been 
called critical solidarity with the institutional church, while we also humbly 
recognize our own deficiencies and errors. 


--. Possibly the most notable ecumenical act of the last several years has 
been the consensus represented by the [1982 World Council of Churches] 
document on baptism, eucharist and ministry .... Because of this document, 
some ecumenical leaders have felt the need to call for a qualitative leap in 
the process towards visible church unity that has been one of the central 
objectives of modern ecumenism. .... 


Where does the federation find itself in the midst of this effort to overcome 
the barriers and divisions which have fragmented the Christian community for 
so many centuries? What is our specific role, if we have one, in this search 
for visible unity in the church of Jesus Christ? I think that this is one of 
the fields where the federation can and should speak prophetically to the 
entire ecumenical community. The federation has said that true ecumenicity 
is not reached simply through visible and organic unity, nor through the mere 
overcoming of doctrinal differences, if the church remains divided in relation 
to its service to the world. 


Jesus himself, who called us to be one "so that the world may believe” was an 
enemy of false reconciliations. The federation has to affirm that unity is 
not possible without repentance and the genuine conversion of all of those who 
call themselves Christians and confess the name of Christ. Our repentance is 
not so much for our disputes and doctrinal differences, but for our lack of 
love and solidarity. How can we speak of unity when our churches are still 
marked by class divisions, racial discrimination, and discrimination against 
women and young people? What kind of unity are we speaking of when our 
churches still have stock in corporations that produce weapons, or in banks 
which support the abominable system of apartheid? 


The ecumenical movement also includes a new missionary current whose 
protagonists ... hope that, with sufficient economic resources and clear 
missionary strategies, the unevangelized regions of the world could become as 
Christian as the United States in only a few years. When I found out about 
this project ... I could not help but recall an episode in our Latin American 
and Caribbean history that vividly illustrates what Christianization has meant 
to our aboriginal peoples. 


This particular story has to do with an Indian chief named Hatuey who, 
together with his people, fled Haiti in 1911 and sought refuge in the caves 


and mountains of eastern Cuba. One day, he pointed to a basket full of gold 
and said: “This is the God of the Christians. For this God they persecute 
us, For him our parents and brothers and sisters have died. We will dance 


for hin. If our dance pleases him, this God will command that we not be 
mistreated.” - (over) 
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The dance evidently did not bring results. Hatuey went on to lead a group of 
Indians against the conquest, and finally fell prisoner to the Spanish after 
three months of unequal struggle. When Hatuey was tied to a post to be 
burned to death, a priest came up to him and promised him glory and eternal 
rest if he would accept baptism. Hatuey asked him, “In that heaven, are 
there Christians?” The priest answered, “Yes”. Hatuey chose to go to hell, 
and the wood began to crackle. 


That episode needs no further comment, but when we speak of evangelization, as 
a federation we are going to reaffirm that to evangelize means to break the 
bonds of oppression and injustice, heal the broken, forgive one's debtors, and 
that any missionary enterprise that is not also liberatory is a betrayal of 
Jesus Christ. 


In the last few years, there has been a certain confusion or perplexity in our 
attempts to define our identity and the membership in the federation with 
greater precision. If this were not in itself one of the most vulnerable 
aspects of our situation, we should also admit that we have not been able to 
noticeably register the changes that the student world has experienced in this 
last decade. 


The changes are far from being the product of chance. On the contrary, they 
are the result of a well-constructed ideological project whose central purpose 
has been to win the hearts and minds of the students and youth in order to 
restore peace and order to the university. 


In the cultural arena, we have all either witnessed or been participants in 
the emergence of a youth subculture that, in struggle with traditional values, 
has proposed standards of conduct, habits of consumption and lifestyles that 
are supposedly universal. In the religious arena, we have been besieged by a 
wave of youth and student organizations and movements which actually offer 
only individualism and privatization. 


What has happened to the SCMs [Student Christian Movements] in this context? 
In many places we have moved into a defensive position, in others we have 
abandoned the field without further struggle. Here and there we have lacked 
a clear vision of our own identity and role in the student world. 


In my judgement, the nucleus and basic source of our membership should be the 
Student and academic community, maintaining our relationship with the friends 
of the federation, that sector which is so important to sustain our corporate 
memory and historicity alive. 


It is undoubtable that, in our efforts to give testimony to Jesus Christ in 
the struggle for liberation, we have to enter into relation and alliance with 
other sectors and social forces - above all with the historical agents of 
transformation. But the federation offers a more genuine and effective 
testimony from the perspective of the student sector, where it is called to 
form prepared, active members for the church and for people's movements. Our 
specific contribution lies in helping students, professors and the other 
members of the academic community to assume their social and political 
responsibility in the construction of a better society. 


If the former is correct at all, then we have to reorient our strategy towards 
the quantitative and qualitative growth of our membership in the academic 
community. We have to rediscover the missionary dimension of the federation 
and take the world-wide message of Jesus Christ to the members of the academic 
community. —- EPS 


ECUVIEW/Wesley Ariarajah: “Fundamentalism Today” EPS 86.04.09 


[This item is abridged from a presentation to the 29th Assembly of the 
Geneva-based World Student Christian Federation (EPS 86.03.78). Ariarajah is 
director for inter-faith dialogue at the World Council of Churches. ] 


One of the major concerns in the field of religions today is the rise of 
fundamentalism in many places. The word fundamentalism itself means return 
to the fundamentals or basics of one's faith, and has a positive meaning. In 
popular usage, however, fundamentalism has come to mean an intransigent 
insistence on one's faith and its application, and a disregard or rejection of 
other points of view. 


Fundamentalism is often spoken of in relation to Islam today, but one should 
be quick to point out that Islam is by no means the only faith in which there 
is renewed emphasis on fundamentalism. Such other religions as Christianity, 
Buddhism, Hinduism and Judaism have also advocates of the fundamentalist point 
of view. 


The emphasis of fundamentalism can arise out of two different concerns. At 
times the religious community may stay so far away from the points and 
principles that are essential to its being that it may be in need of return to 


the fundamentals of its faith. There are numbers of Muslims, for example, 
who see modern technological culture and the community it creates, to be 
disruptive and evil. The return to basic human and social values are 


enshrined in religion and seen as essential for the betterment and advance of 
society. 


Fundamentalism may also be a sterile reaction to the pressure on all religions 
to come to terms with the modern world and the challenges it poses to 


religious life. In the past a number of religious systems have functioned as 
fortresses that protected their adherents from the impact of “outside” 
influences. Communities built on religious ideologies tended to be 


monolithic in structure and culture. 


Today all religions, for good or for ill, are exposed to the impact of the 
world and to the influence of each other. Fundamentalism when contrived to 
“preserve”, “protect” and to “conserve” the “old”, without the need to adapt 
to the “new”, becomes a menace. 


Thirdly, the call to fundamentalism has also become in some places a political 
tool for the manipulation of society, or for the domination of a section of it 
by another. Fundamentalist teaching is often used to domesticate the people 
and to counter the forces that strive to bring about the liberation of the 
masses. 


Fundamentalism is used as a way of establishing and legitimizing a political 
ideology. Here religious symbolism and institutions are used to perpetuate 
injustice and domination. The role that religion plays in these situations 
has sometimes cast grave doubts about the ability of religion to bring about 
true reconciliation and just peace. 


It also has to do with the ability of religion to play a role in what is 
increasingly becoming a pluralistic world. A religion that does not 
interpret its fundamentals in such a way as to enable its members to live 
positively with those who live by other faiths and convictions, can play no 
role in the search for peace with justice. A religion that cannot bring 
about commitment in its adherents that enables them to be in a dialogical 
attitude to others, cannot show the way for a fuller life in community. — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Wesley Ariarajah: “Religion in Conflict Situations” EPS 86.04.10 


[This item is abridged from a presentation to the 29th Assembly of the 
Geneva-based World Student Christian Federation (EPS 86.03.78). Ariarajah is 
director for inter-faith dialogue at the World Council of Churches. ] 


One of the disturbing features of the present religious scene is the 
increasing role of religion in conflict situations. In some places there are 
direct conflicts between religious communities; in others religion plays an 
important role in the identities of communities that are engaged in 
conflict. It is often said that the conflicts are not essentially religious 
in nature but that religion is used, mainly by the media, to identify groups 
in conflict. This is true to a large extent, but one should not completely 
discount the role of religion in promoting conflict in these situations. 


In a [WCC] study document... some elements of the issue have been 
identified: religion is a component of nationalism; religious factors 
exacerbating tensions and conflicts whose root causes are socio-political and 
economic}; religious factors and sentiments being deliberately used to 
heighten tensions; religious notions of state transforming political 
institutions and leading to conflicts; religious fundamentalism or fanaticism 
substantially influencing state policies leading to conflict; use of religion 
directly to seek political power; religious conflicts initiated or used by 
outside powers to destabilize countries. 


This list is useful, if only to show the complexity of the issue faced here. 
Participants in the workshop may well be able to attach names of situations to 
each of these categories and others not included here. 


One important fact to be noted is that, in many parts of the world, religion 
is caught up in what is called ‘ethno-nationalism' which has some legitimate 
aspects of it. In many of the developing countries the nation states, 
composed of many ethnic, tribal, linguistic and religious communities, were 
created by Western political powers after the world wars, or by colonial 
powers at the time of independence. 


Nations were created of groups that had their own histories, cultures and 
traditions. In their post-independent political developments a number of 
these groups had little or no opportunity to participate in national life. 
Where they are in a minority, they also had the experience of being oppressed 
in what has become, by other's will, “their” nation. 


Where these small groups struggle for their rights and liberties, or, as some 
say, when they seek their “second independence”, religion has played an 
important role, both in providing the group identity, and at times, the 
emotional stamina to keep the struggle going. Here religious factors are 
claimed to be legitimate ways to group people for their own freedom and 
identity. 


The other fact that needs to be mentioned here, because of its topical 
interest, is the attempt to introduce the sharia (the Islamic law) as the law 
of the land where Muslims are in a majority. From the Muslim perspective, 
the introduction of the sharia would be legitimate, for the common law under 
which nations otherwise live are also seen by them to be inspired by one or 
other religious persuasion. ... The minorities in these nations (although in 
most cases exempted from Islamic law) feel that the laws of the land should 
reflect the religious pluralism of the society. Here we are caught up again 
in the question of the legitimacy or illegitimacy of living in religiously 
plural societies and how life should be organized in such societies. Neglect 
of the problem can only lead to conflict sooner or later. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Peadar Kirby: “Church and State in Nicaragua” EPS 86.04.11 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Lima-based “Latinamerica Press" (20 
February). ] 


Recent government moves against church activities have lent credence to 
accusations of state persecution, but many Nicaraguan Christians accuse the 
country's Roman Catholic bishops of conducting a campaign against sectors of 
the church sympathetic to the 1979 revolution which brought the Sandinista 
government to power. 


In January, Miguel Cardinal Obando y Bravo, the Roman Catholic archbishop in 
the capital, Managua, visited the US for the second time in two months. He 
met UN Secretary General Javier Pérez de Cuellar, and Joao Baena Soares, 
secretary general of the Organization of American States. The cardinal 
reiterated charges of Sandinista “abuses, censorship, threats and harassment 
against the Catholic church”. At a news conference, he released letters the 
Nicaraguan bishops had written to Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega, to the 
effect that there is among believers "a general outcry that we are in a state 
of persecution”. 


In early February, the cardinal travelled to Honduras for a public mass at 
which, according to a spokesperson for the Honduran Human Rights Committee, 
“contras” (those fighting the Nicaraguan government) members saluted him by 
shouting “political slogans”. Obando is regarded as the leading internal 
opponent of the Sandinistas; he demands talks between the government and the 
contras, and is accused of advocating draft dodging. 


A December letter from Pope John Paul to Obando and the other nine Nicaraguan 
bishops was widely interpreted as an expression of papal support for the 
cardinal's claims of persecution. The letter's full text was published in 
the magazine of the Opposition Nicaraguan Union (UNO), the contras' political 
front. 


The expulsion of 10 priests in July 1984 was the one specific case mentioned 
by the pope; apart from that, he mentioned “intimidation and affronts to 
church ministers and Catholic feasts", the uncertainty felt by some priests as 
to whether they would be allowed to remain in the country, and “obstacles of 
various kinds" suffered by the church. 


A December letter signed by all the Roman Catholic archbishops of Central 
America, including Obando, said Nicaraguan authorities are guilty of 
“arbitrary detentions" and the “inhuman treatment” of church workers. The 
archbishops expressed their “solidarity” with the Nicaraguan church, “which 
encounters special difficulties in fulfilling its religious mission”. 


A front-page editorial in the 26 January issue of the Vatican newspaper 
"L'Osservatore Romano" expressed stronger views, accusing the Sandinistas of 
seeking “to suffocate the liberty of the church in order to suffocate the 
liberty of an entire people”. It said the Sandinistas had “irrefutably” 
shown their “totalitarian political designs”. 


The editorial followed the closure of the church's Radio Catolica in early 


January after it failed to broadcast Ortega's New Year message. Bismarck 
Carballo, the radio's director and an adviser to Obando, said the omission 
resulted from “human error”. A government spokesperson said the radio - the 


one national station not under state control - had repeatedly violated the law 
and failed to comply with government requests to broadcast material of 
national importance. - (over) 
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Church-state relations reached a new low at the end of January when the 
government accused Oswaldo Mondragon, rector of Managua's Roman Catholic 
seminary, of belonging to an anti-Sandinista cell engaged in planning acts of 
sabotage. Officials presented four prisoners who allegedly belonged to this 
group at a press conference in Managua; one of them accused the priest of 
involvement in the group's plans. 


These incidents followed a series of church-state clashes in late 1985 that 
led to the breakdown of talks between the church and the government. They 
included confiscation by state security agents of all copies of a new church 
magazine, allegations of interference in open-air masses celebrated by Obando 
after. his appointment as a cardinal, and government accusations that church 
authorities are sheltering draft resisters by claiming they were seminarians. 


According to Managua Auxiliary Bishop Bosco Vivas Robelo, at least 100 church 
activists plus 50 priests have been interrogated since the reimposition of the 
state of emergency last October. 


Despite these tensions, Pablo Antonio Vega, bishop of Juigalpa, and vice- 
president of the bishops’ conference, has publicly called for the renewal of 
church-state dialogue. In an interview (4 January) with the Sandinista 
newspaper "“Barricada”, the bishop expressed satisfaction over his recent 
dialogue with Agustin Lara, the local Sandinista representative, and described 
cooperation on social projects between church groups and state agencies. 
Priests of his diocese have urged other bishops to follow Vega's example. 


Meanwhile, bishops have been accused of removing priests and sisters 


sympathetic to the revolution. “The only religious persecution in Nicaragua 
is that of the bishops against priests and lay people”, said Jose Manuel Ruiz 
Marcos, a priest at the Antonio Valdivieso ecumenical centre. He listed a 


number of cases in which bishops had removed foreign priests and members of 
religious communities from parishes, 


Moreover, Obando is reported to have pressured Franciscan authorities in Rome 
for the removal of Nicaraguan Franciscan priest Uriel Molina, director of the 
Valdivieso centre. 


Following a visit to the 15 Dominicans working in Nicaragua, Juan Manuel 
Perez, adviser on Latin America to the order's leader, emphatically denied 
reports of religious persecution. He said the priests he visited are 
“extraordinarily happy" to be working in Nicaragua. “The hierarchy has a 
very well-defined political option, and whoever does not agree with this 
option is not considered to be a good Christian”, he said. 


In a recent analysis of the Nicaraguan church, Jesuit priest Alejandro Von 
Rechnitz writes that “many parishioners and even priests have the impression 
that the Nicaraguan bishops are acting as if they felt themselves to be feudal 
lords, owners of the faith, and that they govern the church of Christ ... with 
the anti-pastoral criterion that whatever is not expressly permitted by them 
is expressly prohibited”, 


Brazilian Bishop Pedro Casaldaliga, who visited Nicaragua last year, said he 
spoke to many ordinary people who “lamented the distance and _ the 
incomprehension of their pastors”. 


After a recent visit to Nicaragua, English novelist Graham Greene concluded 
that “the pope, when he speaks of religious persecution in Nicaragua, seems to 
be lamentably ill-informed". - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Stephen Brown: "Church, State, and Peace in the GDR" EPS 86.04.12 


[This item is abridged and adapted from “Sanity”, magazine of the London-based 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. Brown is a member of the CND staff. ] 


It's a hot Sunday afternoon in June. At the gateway to the garden of the 
nineteenth-century church stands a notice: ‘You are entering a nuclear free 
zone", Inside, a couple of thousand people, mostly young, are milling around 
stalls which cover the _ grass. Like an alternative market place, the 
"traders' are plying their wares. On one stall there are pictures of 
children playing with guns and model tanks, with notices nearby which appeal 
to parents not to buy war-toys for their children. At another stall a group 
of women are sitting on the grass under a 'women for peace" banner. "Make 
the city green' reads a notice above an exhibition in another part of the 
church grounds. 


Visitors browse at the stalls, buy the grilled sausages being sold, and listen 
to the folk singer on the podium. There is a lazy, relaxed atmosphere. The 
only raised voices which can be heard are at an open-air debate where someone 
is defending the recent deployment of nuclear weapons as ‘necessary for the 
security of the country'. 


It could be an alternative peace festival in the UK, Netherlands, or FRG (West 


Germany). Yet this is none of the above, but rather a 'peace workshop' in a 
19th-century suburb of Berlin, capital of the [East] German Democratic 
Republic. And the sponsor of this 'peace workshop' is Berlin's United 


Landeskirche (regional church). Last November, for the fifth year running, 
parishes all over the GDR organized hundreds of peace-related events - 
worship, lectures, discussions, meditations, music, exhibitions - as part of a 
nationally-organized church "peace week". 


At first glimpse this mixture of peace politics and Evangelical church seems 
an unlikely marriage. For centuries, the Evangelical [United, Reformed, 
Lutheran] Church in Germany was a pillar of such traditional values as law and 
order, hard work, and, above all, respect for, and obedience to, authority. 
Until the end of World War I, the German emperor headed the church, Even 
during Hitler's Third Reich, many church leaders supported the government, 
despite the existence of some Christian resistance and opposition groups. 


After the division of Germany in the aftermath of World War II, authorities in 
the east - which became the German Democratic Republic in 1949 - enforced 
separation of church and state. Official discouragement of religion has 
taken its toll of church members. 


In recent years, the synod (national conference) of the GDR's Federation of 
Evangelical Churches has rejected the ‘spirit, logic and practice of 
deterrence', criticized the deployment of intermediate-range missiles in 
Europe and, in September 1983, called on the GDR government to _ prevent 
"counter-deployments' on GDR territory. 


A church-sponsored ‘think-tank’ in its studies department, has become a sort 
of ‘alternative defence commission', producing a steady stream of papers and 
reports presenting alternatives to deterrence-based defence strategies. One 
report, called '‘'security-partnership and peace in Europe' advocates a joint 
military commission of both German states, a nuclear-free zone in central 
Europe, and reduction in conventional weapons on German territory, with the 
financial savings used for overseas projects. A follow-up report calls for 
"calculated unilateral disarmament steps' as a way of promoting genuine 
progress towards disarmament. - (over) 
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The influence of these proposals can be felt beyond the boundaries of the 
church and the borders of the GDR. The stand of the GDR church leadership 
has been taken up by many church-related peace groups in the FRG as an example 
of what they would like to see from their own church leadership, which has 
been much more ambiguous on nuclear weapons, arguing that deterrence can still 
be justified. The concept of 'security-partnership', popularized by the GDR 
Evangelical Landeskirchen, has been taken up by the Social Democratic Party in 
the FRG, as well as by GDR leader Erich Honecker. 


Internationally, the declaration by the Geneva-based World Council of Churches 
at its 1983 assembly in Vancouver that ‘production, deployment and use' of 
nuclear weapons is ‘a crime against humanity' owed much to the role played at 
the assembly by GDR church representatives. 


Interestingly, roots of church peace work in the GDR lie not so much in 
nuclear disarmament, but in issues much closer to home: military service, 
conscientious objection, and military training in schools. After the GDR 
introduced compulsory military service in 1962, church representations played 
a key role in the introduction of Baueinheiten (construction units). 
Bausoldaten (construction soldiers) who felt conscientiously unable to bear 
arms could opt to undertake unarmed military service. 


Although not a compromise that satisfied everyone - a small minority of people 
continued to go to prison rather than to serve even as Bausoldaten - it 
remains without parallel in the socialist countries. Since 1965, the GDR 
Evangelical Federation has called construction service in the army and total 
conscientious objection a ‘clearer witness to peace' than military service in 
armed units. Their FRG counterparts, on the other hand, continue to regard 
military service and conscientious objection as ethically equal. 


The church has been the main counsellor for those unwilling to undertake 
military service during the past twenty years, and sixteen years ago it 
founded a ‘peace unit' to consolidate this work, and to draw implications for 


other areas of peace work. "We didn't really think about international 
politics at all', admits one church official associated with this unit in its 
early years, ‘We thought about peace almost entirely in terms of personal 


action and belief.' 


Ten years ago, few, outside the immediate ranks of conscientious objectors, 
concerned themselves about peace questions. Even five years ago the sort of 
peace activities now almost taken for granted would have been ‘hard to 
imagine', according to one observer. 


One catalyst for the change in church attitude seems to have been the decision 
by Evangelicals to introduce parish programs of peace education in 1978. 
These were intended as a church response to the introduction of military 
training programs into the secondary-school curriculum. In contrast to this 
military training, the centre of the church peace education programs was 
"breaking down enemy images’. 


Parishes were encouraged to organise peace events. Young people found a forum 
where they could capture something of the spontaneity of western peace 
movements, which were growing at the same time. Unlike the western peace 
movement, however, these church-based initiatives concentrated on a perceived 
militarisation of GDR society. Though there was major church-state tension on 
the peace issue in those years, peace activities within the church snowballed, 


not least because the churches have an officially recognised autonomy in the 
GDR. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Bob Bettson: “Ecumenism in Canada - Retreat?” EPS 86.04.13 


[Bettson is a journalist with the “United Church Observer", magazine of the 
United Church of Canada. This is abridged and edited from its February issue. ] 


The early 1970s were a heady time for ecumenism in Canada. The United Church 
was pressing on with union talks with the Anglicans and Disciples. Reforms 


of Vatican II were sweeping Roman Catholicism. Church coalitions were formed 
to work on social justice issues in a way denominations had never co-operated 
before. At the local level, shared ministries, shared buildings, and 


increased dialogue reflected the increased commitment to work together in the 
name of Christian unity. 


More than a decade later, ecumenism in Canada is still alive, but its health 
is the subject of a lot of soul-searching. It has been 10 years since 
United-Anglican union talks failed, and for the first time in its history the 
United (“and uniting”) Church is not engaged in union discussions with any 
other denomination. Divisive issues like church-school funding in the 
province of Ontario, abortion, homosexuality, and the role of women in the 
church have clearly strained the ecumenical ties developed over the past three 
decades, 


UCC Moderator Robert Smith, who did his doctoral thesis on ecumenism, says the 
current state of ecumenism leaves a lot to be desired. "The fact of the 
matter is that almost nothing is being done in Canada today to manifest our 
oneness in God. It's as if it's all past history. ... What I fear is that we 
have retreated into a kind of self-sufficiency and complacency about our 
brokenness.” 


Smith says this is a “special danger” for the United Church because of its 
history as a pioneer united church. "Sometimes we think we are _ the 
ecumenical body because of what happened 60 years ago, and everybody else by 
default is not. That just doesn't stand up to scrutiny”, he says. 


Smith says the United Church must face the fact that it is now just a 
denomination like any other. Recalling the UCC General Council in Guelph in 
1974 which approved union with the Anglicans and Disciples, almost 
unanimously, he wonders what would have happened if commissioners hadn't known 
full well the Anglican bishops would turn the plan of union down. 


Robert Craig, then UCC executive member of the church union commission, says 
co-operation among church leaders has continued since the failure of union. 
But, he says there have been “no significant breakthroughs” in “practical 


ecumenism”. Union would have meant a new manifestation of church, Craig 
says. “But every denomination has been spending its energy just trying to 
survive”. 


Herbert O'Driscoll, an Anglican priest who almost became senior minister at 
Toronto's Timothy Eaton Memorial United church in the mid-1970s, regrets the 
failure of the union because he believes both denominations would have been 
enriched. O'Driscoll had to reject overtures from Timothy Eaton because 
Toronto Anglican Bishop Lewis Garnsworthy would not allow him to remain an 
active Anglican priest while serving a United congregation. 


Looking back, O'Driscoll believes the ecumenical spirit cooled in the 1970s 
because denominations wanted to search for their own roots and identities. 


In the 1980s ecumenism is not an “in™ subject, he says. It doesn't seem to 
be an issue. There is no anxiety. And there's no guilt.” - (over) 


canada/2 


While many lament the decline of the ecumenical spirit, Lois Wilson, director 
of the Ecumenical Forum in Toronto and one of the seven presidents of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches, believes ecumenism, far from being in 
retreat, is coming of age. “There is enormous strength in the achievements 
of the ecumenical movement of the 20th century. ... That needs to be 
articulated, affirmed, and built on.” 


One of the most important visible manifestations of ecumenism in Canada over 
the past decade has been the work of a dozen ecumenical coalitions working on 
social justice issues ranging from Native concerns to human rights in Latin 
America. The coalitions have an international reputation, both for the 
excellence of the work they have done, and the way churches have co-operated 
to make them work. 


Frances Arbour, who has just stepped down after 10 years as head of the 
Inter-Church Committee on Human Rights in Latin America, says that while the 
coalitions have put the churches in the front lines of work on social justice 
issues, there has been a lack of practical support in carrying on that work. 


She says there is a need for new models to be developed for working 
relationships between the coalitions and the churches. "Male dominated 
hierarchical models have been the main mode of operation for the churches, 
while on the coalitions, many of them staffed by women, there have been 
different models and different styles of work.” Arbour says decisions about 
the future of coalitions can't be made “on high” by church leaders who are a 
long distance from the work. They must be made in consultation with staff 
involved in day-to-day work. 


John Foster, a UCC staff member who has worked closely with the coalitions, 
says the next few years will be as important as the early 1970s when the 
coalitions were formed. He says while no decisions have been made, church 
leaders have been discussing a number of options for the future growth and 
development of coalition work. 


With the Roman Catholic Church joining the Canadian Council of Churches as an 
associate member, there has been considerable speculation that the coalitions 
might come under the wing of the CCC, a move which would cause apprehension in 
some quarters. But Foster says any future structure to deal with coalitions 
would maintain both their independence and the important links between 
individual churches, church staff and the coalitions. 


Karmel Taylor-McCullum, director of Project North, another coalition, says 
some of the fear among people who work for such groups about future relations 
with the denominations has been eased. But she worries that the coalitions 
have become too institutionalized, taking up too much of their time with the 
administration demanded by denominations and less on dealing with issues. 
Taylor-McCullum says the coalitions also have to deal with problems arising 
from the general malaise which seems to be gripping the ecumenical movement. 
"There is a tendency for churches to proceed on their own in areas where they 
would have worked ecumenically before.” 


Another important bulwark of the ecumenical movement is the group of 
ecumenical officers from the major denominations. The Anglicans' Brian 
Prideaux says one problem with ecumenical work is that it is now in its second 


generation, and initial enthusiasm is no longer in evidence. The Roman 
Catholics' Donna Geernaert observes that “ecumenism doesn't mean you have to 
agree. Our model is to achieve unity in diversity. We have to have the right 
climate for discussion." - EPS 
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New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): Why, O Lord? Psalms 
and Sermons from Namibia (no. 28 in the Risk book series), by Zephania 
Kameeta. It costs 3.95 US dollars, 2.75 UK pounds, or 7.90 Swiss francs. 


The ecumenical Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WC1X OEL) has a 


March list of persons detained in Namibia, and another list of those released 


since last November. 


The Urban Rural Mission section of the Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism of the World Council of Churches (Box 66, CH-1211 Genevai20) has 
two new reports available to journalists: Resistance as a Form of Christian 


Witness, and Latin America URM Consultation: Recife, Northeast Brazil, April 
1985. 


A calendar of WCC meetings for the next 12 months (as of 18 March) is 


available to journalists from EPS. 


Situation reports from the WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS,. Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20) are available to journalists on: 

Southern Mexico - Medical Assistance (no. 1, 18 March): So far, 60,000 US 
dollars have been raised against an appeal target of 125,000 to aid the work 
of an ecumenical relief committee there. 

Mozambique - Relief/Rehabilitation (no. 4, 13 March): It includes a 
report from the project department of the Christian Council of Mozambique. 
Total value of goods brought into the country in connection with its 
emergency/rehabilitation/development programs was 6.57 million US dollars. 

Colombia - Volcanic Eruption (no. 3, 13 March): It includes a report 
based on a visit, 15 January-20 February, by Phil Anderson, on behalf of the 
world service department of the Lutheran World Federation, and WCC/CICARWS. 


The documentation service of the association of Roman Catholic bishops' 
conferences in East Africa (AMECEA, Box 21400, Nairobi) has available a report 


on African liturgical renewal 


The March issue of the WCC refugee newsletter (available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 
66, CH-1211 Geneva) is about refugee children and youth. 


The Ecumenical Development Cooperative Society (EDCS, Utrechtseweg 91, 
NL-3818-EB Amersfoort, Netherlands) has available a 56-page booklet, 


"Investing in a Responsible Way", to mark its 10th anniversary last year. The 
booklet includes a lists of addresses of EDCS offices and support associations. 


A report of recent meetings of commissions of the Middle East Council of 
Churches is available from Larry Ekin, MECC, Box 1020, Limassol, Cyprus. Also 
available from him is background information on the International Christian 
Zionist Leadership Congress (in Basel, 27-29 August), the International 
Christian Embassy in Jerusalem, and other similar groups. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section has material for use with EPS items. 
Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 


You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Tell us 
if you want to be on the telex list. 


EPS deadlines in April/May/June: (at 8h00 GMT): Wednesday, 23 April; Tuesday, 
29 April; Friday, $ May ; (coadar. 27 May; Tuesday, 3 June; Friday, 20 June. 


This EPS was printed 1 April (no fooling). EPS appears about 40 times a year. 


WORLD STUDENT CHRISTIAN ASSEMBLY Ecumenical Press 
ELECTS CO-SECRETARIES; RESOLVES Service 86.04.14 


OAXTEPEC (Mexico) - The World Student Christian Federation is to be led by two 
co-secretaries instead of one general secretary, a result of action by its 
29th General Assembly (here, 13-24 March). It chose Cuban Manolo Quintero and 
Australian Christine Ledger as inter-regional co-secretaries for the next four 
years. They were the only candidates. Ledger won 63 votes (with two invalid 
votes, five abstentions). Quintero, acting general secretary since mid-1983, 
received a standing ovation and 67 votes (with one against, two abstentions). 


Also, the assembly elected Paulose Mar Paulose, a bishop from India, as 
chairperson. Vice-chairpersons are Julius Sarwolo Nelson, a Liberian theology 
student, and Inas Salama, an Egyptian doctor. Haakon Smedsvig Hanssen, who 
works for the World Federation of UN Associations, was elected treasurer. 


On its last day, the assembly passed several resolutions, including on a 
nuclear-free Pacific, militarization of the Mediterranean, and foreign debts. 
It resolved about Aborigines in Australia; strip searching of political 
prisoners in Ireland; "genocide" against Tamils in Sri Lanka; human-rights 
violations in South Korea; El Salvador; the Philippines; Puerto Rico; and 
Ecuador. It welcomed democratisation in Uganda, and unanimously expressed 
solidarity with Nicaragua and opposition to US aid to rebels there. 


The assembly, which discussed homosexuality at crowded and emotional workshops 
[EPS 86.04.02] recommended discussion of sexuality and sexual identity at 
future WSCF conferences and assemblies. It also proposed a "pre-assembly" 
for men before the next assembly, like the women's meetings before this 
assembly [EPS 86.04.03] and the previous one (in 1981). - EPS 


WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
ANNOUNCES CHANGES IN STAFF Service 86.04.15 
GENEVA - Three new staff appointments have been okayed by the executive 


committee of the World Council of Churches, and two current staff members have 
new assignments. Announcement of two additional appointments is pending final 
discussions with the persons concerned; the committee deferred action on 
several other proposed appointments until its next meeting, in September. 


Anna Karin Hammar, a priest of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden, and currently 
a Lund diocesan curate giving special emphasis to peace questions, women's 
work, and support to marginalized people, is the new director of the WCC 


Sub-Unit on Women in Church and Society. She succeeds Barbel von Wartenberg 
(Lutheran, FRG). 


David Hilton (Methodist, US), a physician who was most recently clinical 
director in the health program of the Seminole Tribe in the US state of 
Florida, is the new associate director of the WCC Christian Medical 
Commission. He succeeds Cecile de Sweemer (Reformed, Belgium). 


James Greig, currently a parish minister in the [Reformed] Church of Scotland, 
is a new English translator in the WCC language service. He succeeds Anthony 
Coates (United, England). 


At his request, Coenraad Boerma (Reformed, Netherlands), WCC communciation 
director, has accepted a special WCC research assignment on the "church of the 
poor." He leaves his current post 1 June. Melaku Kifle (Oriental Orthodox, 
Ethiopia) is the new coordinator of the WCC refugee service, after having 
served as secretary for the WCC Africa refugee program. He succeeds Ruud van 
Hoogevest (Reformed, Netherlands). - EPS 


EKD issues paper on ‘marriage and non-marital relationships' EPS 86.04.16 
HANNOVER - The church office of the Evangelical [Lutheran, United, Reformed] 
Church in [West] Germany [and West Berlin] (EKD) has issued a 16-page paper on 
“marriage and non-marital relationships", rejecting any "devaluation or 
watering down" of the notion of marriage as the "basic form of relationship 
between man and woman". The paper notes than an estimated eight percent of 
FRG people (West Germans) 18 to 35 live together without being married, and 
the paper said the increase in such relationships does not necessarily mean 
that faithfulness, love, and reliability no longer exist. Without condemning 
such people, the paper says, the EKD should neither approve their decision, 
nor fail to tell them they are not conforming to God's will. - EPS 


EKD publishes study on "ecumenical learning' EPS 86.03.17 
HANNOVER - The church office of the Evangelical [Lutheran, United, Reformed] 


Church in [West] Germany [and West Berlin] (EKD) has issued a paper on 
“ecumenical learning - principles and motivation". It says such learning is 
not simply a question of receiving information on the ecumenical movement and 
other Christian traditions, but also of acquiring the ability to be open to 
others. One part of the paper gives 20 examples of ecumenical learning. - EPS 


Church lobbyists criticize US administration EPS 86.04.18 
WASHINGTON - At the annual meeting of IMPACT, described as a “network of 1300 


[US] church activists", (here, 16-19 March) denominational representatives 
based here as "church lobbyists" strongly criticized domestic and foreign 
policies of the US administration. Leland Wilson (Church of the Brethren) 
said US policies in Central America are "built on a quicksand of empire and 
fright", marked by “evil ... outright deception and lies". Joyce Hamline 
(United Methodist) said "when it comes to the poor and those without power", 
the US has "an administration of cruelty". - EPS 


Survey: United Methodist clergy divorce, marry more EPS 86.04.19 
NEW YORK - A survey of members of the US-based United Methodist Church says 82 


percent of them remain married to their original spouse, but that among 
clergy, the rate of divorce or sepration is twice as high, and more than three 
times as many clergy as members in general say they have been married more 
than once. Paul F. McCleary, a UMC associate general secretary for research, 
said follow-up is needed on this preliminary survey to put findings in 
perspective. He called the divorce/marriage figures “an interesting insight 
that needs further data". 


South African church leaders meeting on ‘crisis’ EPS 86.04.20 
JOHANNESBURG - The South African Council of Churches has scheduled a church 


leaders' conference on "the churches' response to the South African crisis" 
(16-19 April). Purpose of the meeting is to deliberate on "the unique role of 
the church in the situation in South Africa". The first day is to include 
input from representatives of student groups, labor unions, civic 
associations, women's groups, and political parties. - EPS 


Salvation Army to choose new general EPS 86.04.21 
LONDON - The Salvation Army (SA) has called a High Council, beginning 25 
April, to choose a successor to SA General Jarl Wahlstrém, world head of the 
organization, who retires 8 July. - EPS 


Appeal launched to repair Philippines' church station EPS 86.04.22 


MANILA - An appeal has been launched to raise money to repair transmitters of 
Radio Veritas, the church radio station here which helped oust former 
President Ferdinand Marcos in February (EPS 86.03.34). His successor, Corazon 
Aquino, and Jaime Cardinal Sin, Roman Catholic archbishop here, appealed for 
contributions. The station's facilities were sabotaged, reportedly by Marcos 
loyalists. - EPS 


Taiwanese Presbyterians appeal on political prisoners EPS 86.04.23 


TAIPEI - The executive committee of the general assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in Taiwan is appealing to the government for "an early release of those 
imprisoned for involvement in political incidents". Its appeal urges "a 
general amnesty, a special pardon, parole, or a reduction in the sentences of 
those ... in prison on charges of being involved in political incidents". It 
says such a move would "speedily and surely bring about harmony and solidarity 
amongst all our people. Moreoever, particularly at a time when our nation's 
diplomatic standing has gradually become more and more isolated, this decision 
would result in our gathering new strength to rise like a phoenix and 
re-establish good international relationships." 


Bishops protest church desecration in Pakistan EPS 86.04.24 
LAHORE - Six Roman Catholic bishops have expressed indignation over 


desecration of a church building at Rahim Yar Khan last February, and urged 
the government to probe the incident. Ten students have been arrested in the 
incident. Most Pakistanis are Muslims. - EPS 


Five missionaries ask for Indian citizenship EPS 86.04.25 
BHOPAL (India) - Five foreign Roman Catholic missionaries working in India 


since the 1930s have applied for Indian citizenship. The five are between 60 
and 70 years old, and speak Hindi fluently. In recent years, some foreign 
missionaries have been denied permission to remain in the country. - EPS 


FRG Methodists criticize German Evangelical Fellowship EPS 86.04.26 
FRANKFURT - Leaders of the Evangelical Methodist Church, the FRG (West German) 


conference of the US-based United Methodist Church, have criticized the German 
Evangelical Fellowship (DEA) to which it is related. Following criticism by 
EMC Bishop Hermann Sticher, here, Karl Heniz Voigt, EMC superintendent in West 
Berlin, accused DEA of losing contact with its constituency and behaving like 
a "battle unit", engaging more and more in church and party politics of a 
right-wing nature. In other EMC news, it was reported that the percentage 
membership loss of the EMC (1.4 per year) is the highest among FRG 
denominations, and that several of its pastors in recent years have joined the 
various FRG Landeskirchen (regional Lutheran, Reformed, and United churches). 
EMC now counts about 32,500 members in 450 congregations. —- EPS 


Ugandans celebrate ouster of military government ecumenically EPS 86.04.27 
NAIROBI - Thousands of Ugandans here in the capital of neighboring Kenya have 


held ecumenical services of thanksgiving for the ouster of the former military 
government of Tito Okello. Thanksgiving services were held in both the 
Anglican and Roman Catholic cathedrals here, attended by Christians of many 
traditions, and also by Muslims. Weeping and smiling Christians embraced 
during and after worship, to the applause of cheering crowds. - EPS 


Danube area church reps meet on religious freedom EPS 86.04.28 
MISKOLC (Hungary) - At the invitation of the Ecumenical Council of Churches in 


Hungary, a two-day meeting on religious freedom took place here. Attending 
were theologians, historians, lawyers, and political scientists from 11 
countries in the region of the Danube river. - EPS 


Melanesian Council of Churches reported ‘on brink of collapse' EPS 86.04.29 
PORT MORESBY (Papua New Guinea) - "The Times", a weekly here with church 


connections, reports that the Melanesian Council of Churches is "on the brink 
of collapse", following the annual general meeting in Lae when there were not 
enough church representatives attending to allow it to pass "vital 
resolutions, the 1986 budget, or elect office bearers". Another meeting was 
scheduled 4 April to attempt to overcome the difficulties. The council groups 
seven denominations (Anglican, Roman Catholic, Lutheran (2), Salvation Army, 
United, and Baptist). - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Report of the FRG Joint Ecumenical Commission" EPS 86.04.30 


[The Joint Ecumenical Commission of the Roman Catholic Church in the FRG and 
the Evangelical [Lutheran, Reformed, United] Church in [West] Germany [and 
West Berlin] (EKD) issued its final report earlier this year, in Bonn. "The 
things which unite us", it declares, "are stronger than those which separate 
us". The commission was set up after 1980 visit of the pope to the FRG. One 
commission conclusion is that "the condemnations which the two churches passed 
on each other in the 16th century can no longer be repeated today". This 
excerpt from the report appeared in the March issue of the "EKD Bulletin."] 


... During the Age of Reformation the struggle that took place over the truth 
led to different and conflicting forms of church doctrine. In the heat of 
the dispute, each side totally rejected and condemned the other. According 
to the insights we have now gained through joint study, these judgements were 
due to a lack of understanding of the facts even at the time, and in any case 
no longer apply to either side in the present day. 


This means that the way has now been paved for removing the serious obstacles 
which stand in the way of closer fellowship between the separated churches, 
and for taking joint steps which can lead to a further strengthening and 
consolidation of their ecumenical fellowship. 


The Joint Ecumenical Commission therefore asks the governing bodies of the two 
churches to state unconditionally that the condemnations of the 16th century 
do not apply to the other church today insofar as its doctrine is not 
determined by the error these condemnations were supposed to combat. 


Even in areas where full agreement has not been reached in all aspects of the 
problem, old conflicts have been mitigated so that it has become advisable not 
to express disagreement, as used to be the common practice, provided certain 
conditions have been fulfilled. 


If consensus has been reached only on parts of an issue, this is an incentive 
to seek greater uncommon faith. Polemical expressions which misrepresent the 
other church and its teaching must be withdrawn, and avoided in the future. 


The churches, their teachers of theology and their ministers, should interpret 
the Protestant confessional writings and the doctrinal statements of the Roman 
Catholic Church in the light of the insights formulated in this report. As 
old denominational prejudices and falsely asserted differences can be 
considered to have been overcome, the attitudes of the two churches to each 
other will now undergo a fundamental change. 


When Christians from both churches meet, each will learn to view the heritage 
of the other church in a different light. They will fix their attention on 
the aim of achieving complete unity. 
> 

Before that goal can be reached, however, new and important tasks will have to 
be tackled: the decisions taken during the churches' period of separation 
will have to be subjected to a positive reappraisal. The dogmas formulated 
by the Roman Catholic Church in the 19th and 20th centuries will have to be 
examined as far as their message and their implications for the over-all 
concepts of faith and of the church are concerned. 


Developments in the churches of the Reformation which have led away from the 
original articles of faith must be looked into with understanding and 
reappralsed critically. Faith as it manifests itself in the everyday lives 
of both churches also deserves our consideration." ... - EPS 


ECUTEXT/"Consultation on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, World Service" EPS 86.04.31 


[This paper outlines the purpose of the world consultation in Cyprus next 
19-26 November on inter-church aid, refugee, and world service. It is 
sponsored by the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. ] 


The global situation: The global picture of security and distribution of world 
resources has deteriorated in recent decades. The debt crisis of many third 
world countries is but one of the manifestations. A concentration of economic 
power is determining the political development in most countries, and also 
deeply influencing the setting of values according to a one-sided consumer 
pattern. 


The result is a growing polarisation between the 'haves' and the ‘have-nots' 
within and between nations. Numerous in-depth studies of the 
economic-socio-political situation of the world community have called for 
basic changes in the world economic order if this is to change. Decision 
makers in the economic-socio-political sphere of each society, as well as 
churches and individual Christians are thus faced with new questions and 
challenges. 


A theological reassessment: The situation challenges us to develop values and 
goals inspired by the Gospel in order that the lives of individuals as well as 
structures of society may be influenced. Certainly concepts such as 'the 
church in solidarity with the poor', new reflections on the relevance of the 
Kingdom of God to society, studies on the ‘unity of the church and the unity 
of humankind' and developing more holistic understandings of mission and of 
healing have all contributed to renewed reflection which also _ have 
implications for our understanding of diakonia. 


The practice and testimony of many local churches also reflect a new 
understanding of diakonia. However, there is also amongst some churches a 
trend to narrowing in the understanding of diakonia, for example, to apply 
primarily to own church members. Our situation calls for the developing of a 
theology and practice of ‘service in all continents'. The world is calling 
for a diakonia which is both curative in addressing itself to all who are in 
need, as well as preventive in addressing itself to the root causes of the 
ills of our societies. 


Co-operation between churches in service: Over 40 years ago, when Europe was 
seeking to recover from the ravages of World War II, the churches began 
working closer together not only to rebuild churches and resettle people, but 
also to renew relationships and share fellowship in new ways. They began to 
share their resources ecumenically and in broader ways than was previously the 
case. 


This working together was a part of the formation of the World Council of 
Churches (WCC) in 1948. Then started the work which is today carried out by 
the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee & World Service (CICARWS). It was 
further enriched by the contribution of the International Missionary Council 
which was integrated into the WCC in 1961. 


CICARWS has proved to be an important instrument for reflection and service 
for the churches as they have sought to obey the call of Jesus Christ to serve 
ecumenically the multiple needs of sister churches and of the whole inhabited 
earth. ... - (over) 


cicarws/2 


The significant changes in society at all levels points to a need for CICARWS 
to review its work with member churches. The last time CICARWS did this was 
in 1966 in Swanwick, United Kingdom. Several important developments in the 
period since Swanwick can be identified. One area of change in the ecumenical 
scene is that there are many more independent churches and related councils of 
churches in the Council. Another development is the growth in many churches 
of specialized agencies which respond to global needs. The ecumenical 
fellowship is now richer, more diverse and complex, and presents to the 
churches more challenges and opportunities, as well as responsibilities, to 
follow the call of Jesus Christ to serve the needy. 


Hopes -and plans for the consultation: What we hope will emerge from a world 


consultation is first of all a renewed vision of diakonia/service at all 
levels. Such a vision, which relates to the realities of our global situation 
as outlined above, should help individuals and churches in each and every 
place review and redefine their own specific tasks and consider possibilities 
of applying their local material, human and spiritual resources to this 
objective. 


This, in turn, will lead to a reassessment of the principles and instruments 
of ecumenical sharing at local, national, regional and international levels, 
including those of the World Council of Churches and especially of its 
Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee & World Service. 


The proposal to hold a world consultation was approved by the WCC Central 
Committee in 1985. Up to 300 people will be involved: church leaders, 
ecumenical partners, people from local diaconal work, speakers, commissioners 
and staff will gather in Cyprus. Participants in the world consultation will 
share in bible study and daily worship and listen to major presentations 
analysing the global situation today, bringing a theological perspective, 
reviewing various forms of the present diakonia of the churches, and setting 
out perspectives on the work of CICARWS itself. These presentations 
alternate with intensive work in working groups. 


As a World Council of Churches consultation, the report and recommendations 
will provide guidelines for action to the CICARWS Commission which will meet 
immediately after, and will feed also into the World Consultation on Resource 
Sharing in 1987 and other WCC consultations leading to the next WCC Assembly 
in 1991. 


A_participatory process of preparation: In order to assist in the preparations 


of the consultation, participants are invited to share their own experiences, 
hopes and visions and expectations of a world consultation. ... Some questions 
+++ could be the following: 


** What is your current involvement in diakonia (world service, local/ 
national diakonia)? 

** What trends do you perceive with regard to the changing needs you 
try to meet? What are the causes of these trends and how do you address 
these causes? 

** What forms of ecumenical co-operation are you involved in, locally, 
nationally, and internationally? 

** What has been your involvement in WCC/CICARWS initiated or co-ordinated 
activities during the last five years, if any? 

** What specific issues do you wish to have discussed at the consultation? 
Why? - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ofelia Ortega: "Christology and Women" EPS 86.04.32 


[Ortega, a Reformed (Presbyterian) pastor from Cuba, is lecturer at the 
Ecumenical Institute of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. This is 
excerpted from a longer item which appeared in the March issue of "Ministerial 
Formation", quarterly of the WCC Programme on Theological Education. ] 


-»-- The key for a coherent exegesis, which seeks structured elements to 
motivate the realization of a theology from the perspective of women, is in 
taking as a starting point the prophetic practice of Jesus, who prolongs, 
makes concrete and renews the prophetic practice of the Old Testament. The 
Christology to which we refer is historically based and is constructed from 
the situation of oppression, injustice and exploitation of the Latin American 
countries. It is characterized by giving primacy to the historic Jesus, his 
practice, his condition of poverty and his struggle for justice, putting 
emphasis on the experience of the resurrection of Christ as a gift to the 
people and at the same time as a collective conquest to be achieved. 


The attitude of Jesus towards women is consistent with his mission and his 
message of justice and must be understood and articulated in the light of his 
giving himself to the cause of the poor and the oppressed. The following of 
Jesus by his disciples demands that they overcome their cultural, ideological 
and discriminatory barriers towards women. It is not possible to embrace the 
cause of Jesus while still maintaining attitudes of marginalization and 
oppression towards women. 


From the perspective of women it is important for us to remember that the 
incarnation of the Son of God is accomplished in the humanity of the poor, and 
that his resurrection is the victory of the new humanity over death. The 
specific concern of Jesus for women is inscribed in the dynamics of God who 
chooses poverty first over male or female and who conquers death in order to 
create a new humanity, tearing down divisions of class, race and sex 
(Galatians 3)..... 


From 30 October to 3 November 1985, 28 women of different churches and from 
nine countries of Latin America and the Caribbean tried to share, from the 
point of view of women, the aspects of theological richness according to the 
different tasks. From this meeting ... it was possible to perceive that the 
theological task of women intends to be: 


Integrating of the different human dimensions-strength and tenderness, joy and 
sadness, intuition and reason; a builder of community and relationships, 
gathering an ample number of experiences which express something lived and 
felt, allowing people to identify with them and then go through a process of 
self examination through reflection. 


[Also,] contextual and concrete, which is part of the geographic, social and 
cultural and ecclesial reality of Latin America and perceives the vital 
questions of the communities; ... combatant, in the sense of participating 
jointly in the struggle for liberation of our countries at specific and global 
levels; marked by humour, joy and celebration, virtues that guarantee the 
certainty through faith that God is with us (women). 


[Also,] impregnated by a spirituality of hope that comes from our condition of 
being women and expresses strength, suffering and thanksgiving; free, with 
the liberty of one who has nothing to lose, and open with the capacity to 


welcome different demands and contributions; reconstructive of the history of 
women in the biblical texts as well as in the characters of women who, from 


their own reality are symbols of struggle and resistance, wisdom and 
leadership, solidarity and fidelity, justice and peace. ... — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Joann Eakin: "Feminist Theology: Educational Implications" EPS 86.04.33 


[Eakin is an associate director of the Programme on Theological Education of 
the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. This is excerpted from a longer 
item which appeared in the March issue of “Ministerial Formation", quarterly 
of the WCC Programme on Theological Education. ] 


...- We find evidence in Europe, Latin America, Asia and the United States of 
the increased participation of women in theological education. There is a 
dramatic increase in the number of women studying theology; a small, but 
significant, number of women serving as professors and administrators in 
theological schools; and... a significant development of women's programmes 
in institutions of theological education, albeit programmes which are extra 
curricular and on the margins of academic life. 


Important as these changes in theological education may be, the international 
feminist theological movement has implications for theological education that 
go far beyond what has been accomplished to date. Feminist theology as one 
example of liberation theology, challenges other liberation theologies to 
include women as_ subjects of theology. As the Chilean Basic Christian 
Community women put it, "Is the Christian church liberation for women, or is 
the church only a continuation of the repression women experience in family 
and society?" 


Again, feminist theology also challenges those who work in the realm of 
theology by the people to notice that women are also people and that their 
theologies are among some of the most creative happening today. Feminist 
theology has the dynamic and energizing force created when people begin to 
think and act for themselves. 


The challenge for theological education in the next decade is that boards of 


trustees, officers, administrators, faculties of theological schools, 
seriously examine these implications and that they begin to move towards 
making the major changes they call for. These will include changes in 


policy, priorities and agendas of theological education and changes in 
curricula, in pedagogy, and in the assumptions that undergird and inform the 
work done in theology, ministry and education. 


Women are challenging the basically male mode and model of theological 
education. Women are no longer willing to be made to think like men. Women 
are no longer accepting male models of thinking and working as dominant models 
for themselves. Indeed, as women are developing strength and power within 
institutions of theological education these models are being questioned as 
being adequate, not only for women, but also for men. 


As solidarity grows among feminist theologians and as awareness of the global 
nature of the feminist theological movement increases, theological education 
is being re-shaped. Women are aware that structural changes in institutions 
will not come about easily. Those in power do not willingly give up what 
influence they have. These changes will come about only when the presence of 
women as a solidarity movement is manifest in theological education. This is 
the base from which institutional changes will occur. 


As women in theological education continue to insist that their lives be taken 
seriously as a subject of theology, theological education will be reshaped and 
the foundations of theological thought will be re-positioned. There is a 
growing clarity that the methodological assumptions of feminist theology are 
questioning the epistemological underpinnings of theology itself. The nature 
of theological knowledge and the process by which we know are challenged. ... 
- EPS 


ECUVIEW/Mary Weir: "People Doing Theology" EPS 86.04.34 


[Weir teaches pastoral theology at the Vancouver School of Theology. She 
formerly taught in Zaire. This is excerpted from a longer item which 
appeared in the March issue of "Ministerial Formation", quarterly of the WCC 
Programme on Theological Education. ] 


People have always done theology. Sometimes they have felt inadequate or 
unprepared for the tasks of thinking about their faith. But people are the 
only ones who can do theology; they have always done it, whether they knew it 
or not. All people who have lived, acted, and believed in faith are 
theologians. Giving reason and expression to the hope that is in us is an 
awesome task. 


Sometimes the people of faith have tried to escape by putting it off into 
specialists. In their own theologizing, people tend to be less confident, 
less skilled, less incisive, than those specialists. But specialists are no 
substitute for ordinary folk coming to terms with their faith experience, and 
putting that experience into words. 


Africa taught me, and the women's movement further convinced me, that theology 


is a corporate do-it-yourself project, for all those who believe. Further, 
my experience in Zaire and in the women's movement has shown me that theology 
- this is, reflection on lived faith - is a life-or-death matter. Where it 
becomes merely abstract, the people die - for people must have a vision if 


they are to grow, to change, and to overcome. 


Among the poverty-stricken and deeply oppressed in Zatre, I learned that the 
deepest human need is not food, but faith. With faith, articulated in their 
own terms and lived in their own way, people find the incentive and means to 
begin meeting their own needs, and to throw off what oppresses them. Without 
a vision of God in their own lives, despair and death are inevitable. 


Zaire showed me, the women's movement continues to show me, that theology 
cannot be "“hand-me-down" or "hand-me-over". To have the power to change 
lives and change the world, it must be done by people themselves. 


When people do theology, they generate power. Today theology is becoming the 
people's in a new way. Not surprisingly, those who have had no power have 
been the most active and vocal in reclaiming the power of faith reflection as 
their own. ... When the poor and the excluded hear God's liberating Word, they 
take it seriously. They connect it with their lives, their situations. 


In this, perhaps those who have had no previous exposure to the Word in their 
own language have a certain advantage over us. The impact of what they hear 
is fresh, immediate. The work of translating and uncovering the meaning of 
the Bible unlocks the power of theology of the Bible. It's more than words - 
people hear in terms which challenge and include them. 


Today, theology is being consciously done by a vastly wider spectrum of 


people. Women, blacks, native people, working-class people, many kinds of 
people, are beginning to take themselves, and their experience of God, 
seriously. They bring to the faith new perspectives and insights, vital to 


themselves and to the whole Christian community. 


This, I feel, is the greatest theological development of this century - the 
conscious reclaiming of theological reflection by all the people of God. 
Where it happens, power, energy and life surge up in the community. In Canada 
[as well] ...theology cannot be the work of a few academics. It must be the 
raising of the consciousness of the whole people. ... - EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Palestinian Refugees and the Churches" EPS 86.04.35 


[This item is excerpted from the February newsletter of the refugee service of 
the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. The full text is available to 
journalists from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


[Other parts of the report discuss a consultation held in early February in 
Amman for UNRWA (the UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the 
Near East) and approximately 80 representatives of non-governmental 
organizations. They discussed programs in health, education, and training, 
and income~generating projects. UNRWA was set up by the UN General Assembly 
in 1949.] 


The churches have been involved with Palestinian refugees from the very 
beginning. Between 1949 and 1951 Christian Committees for refugee work were 
formed in Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, and Gaza strip. 


These area committees work in coordination with the Middle East Council of 
Churches' Department on Service to Palestine Refugees (DSPR). Most of DSPR's 
work is concentrated in the areas under Israeli control. 


For 1986, 35 percent of budgeted expenditures are for Gaza, 35 percent for the 
West Bank, 12.6 percent for Nazareth, 7.8 percent for Jordan, 5.6 percent for 
Lebanon and 3.1 percent for the central office in Nicosia. 


DSRP is involved in health programmes in all five areas with an emphasis on 
preventive medicine. Thus more than 35,000 infants a year are seen in the 


various health centres, most in preventive programmes. 


In education, loans and scholarships are made available to Palestinian 


youth. Vocational training centres offer courses in a wide variety of areas 
- ranging from upholstery to black-smithering and from practical nursing to 
radio and television repair. Community development programmes’ support 


self-help projects such as sanitary units, drainage systems, and improvement 
of classrooms. 


In these programmes, villages contribute 50 percent or more of the needed 
funds, with DSPR covering the rest. Business loans and emergency grants to 
families with medical or clothing needs are also made. 


This brief description of the DSPR programmes does not capture the commitment 
and creativity of the DSPR personnel. Refugee workers in Lebanon, for 
example, struggle against almost impossible odds to maintain and even expand 
existing services. 


Decisions over seemingly trivial items - such as whether to post a sign which 
indicates a Christian organization or how to travel after dark - are agonizing 
ones in the context of the violence in Lebanon. In Gaza, innovative projects 
to support self-sufficiency frequently are rejected by the Israeli authorities. 


Even the fact that there is no telephone service between Amman and Beirut, 
much less Jerusalem, makes sharing of information difficult. Meetings of Sp 
area committee for Jordan involve the hassles of some members crossing over 
from the West Bank, 


But the work of the DSPR staff continues and flourishes under these conditions 
- a Christian witness and a Christian presence in a difficult and frequently 
tense environment. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/David Bleakley: "The Church and the Irish Situation" EPS 86.04.36 


[Bleakley is general secretary of the Irish Council of Churches. This is 
excerpted from a 1986 lenten address. ] 


-..- Though it would be manifestly unfair to lay responsibility for the Ulster 
crisis at the door of the churches it is still true that much community 
tension derives from a failure of witness on the part of Christians. In 
particular (and especially before 1969) the seal of church approval has often 
been given to much that has been divisive in Ireland. 


Manifestations of tribalism have been encouraged which have militated against 
peace and justice; the sin of silence has encouraged the proclamation and 
adoption of false standards; and, most marked of all in a country where 
religious affiliation is strong, institutional conservatism has stood in the 
way of community interests. 


There is, of course (and it is to be welcomed) more to-ing and fro-ing between 
the various ecclesiastical establishments these days. But more and more the 
question is asked by an increasingly frustrated laity: "Is it enough for top 
people to engage in dialogue without at the same time changing the rules and 
structures which separate their flocks?" 


And in Ireland crunch issues do abound and which left unattended encourage a 
fracture of fellowship between God's people - issues to do with marriage, 
educational provision, sexuality, and Christian discipline in political 
activities. 


So our Christian partnership is weakened. Worse still, bigotry is encouraged 
- too often we earn Jonathan Swift's harsh comment: '... enough religion to 
make us hate, but not enough to make us love one another.' 


Yet, - and this is the good news - we can also proclaim that there is today a 
"best of times' to the story of Christian partnership. Those who know their 
Irish church are aware that even in the midst of our troubles (and unlike the 
not so distant past) the battle has been joined between those who are trapped 
in ancient disputes and those who have a vision of the future. 


This newness of outreach is most noticeable when the church is defined as the 
whole people of God and not just its hierarchies and structures. Out of this 
‘whole people' has come a great army of believers who co-operate at every 
level and often at great personal sacrifice. 


These ‘future tense' Christians have ensured that though Northern Ireland has 
been tested to breaking point, our society has not shattered. 


On the contrary, community goodwill is a persistent fact of life and while 
movement at the highest levels has often been painfully slow, many bridges 
have been built - and Irish Christians, Protestant and Catholic together, are 
crossing and recrossing those bridges every day. 


Of course, Irish bigots remain shrill and get unmerited publicity; but the 
bigots have always been with us. 


What is new and of far more significance for the future is a growing coalition 
of mainstream Christians, lay and clerical, who together display a moral 
discipline and a willingness to work across the denominational divide, even at 
the height of our greatest tensions. ... — EPS 
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OUT pluralist sOCiely in ingia Ff 


Christians believe that in Jesus Christ God has revealed himself in 
such a way as to manifest his love for the whole world and, in doing 
so, has provided a way of salvation for all people. In Jesus Christ 
God has provided us with a dristi, a view of life, an insight into the 
Mystery of the Divine, and a dharma, a way of life, a pattern of 
living in obedience to the vision that illumines our path in the world. 


To be touched by the person of Jesus of Nazareth, his life and 
work and teachings, his death and resurrection, is to experience 
salvation as from God. To be saved in Jesus Christ means to be 
reconciled to God and to our fellow human beings. It is to be 
delivered from the bondage of sin into the glorious liberty of the 
children of God. 


Those who are thus saved are a new people, a new community 
who, in tne power of the Spirit, are called upon to share the good 
news with others. At the very beginning of his ministry Jesus said, 
“The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is at hand: repent 
and believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:14). Towards the end of his 
earthly ministry he said to his disciples, “Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, even so | send you” (John 20:21). This 
means that Christian commitment in the world is not to Christianity as 
a religion nor to the Church as an institution, but to God in Jesus 
Christ. God alone is worthy of total human commitment at all times 
and in all places. 


In India we live among neighbours of other faiths whose lives are 
illumined by other visions and directed by other patterns of conduct. 
Religions have been both a blessing and a bane to our life. Through 
long centuries of conflict, struggle and immense human suffering, a 
Certain delicate relationship between different religions has been 
established in our country based on at least two elements. One is the 
recognition of a sense of Mystery where ultimate matters are 
concerned. The other is the rejection of exclusive attitudes in the 
plural expressions of religious life. 


To recognise a sense of Mystery is to accept human limitations 
where Truth is concerned. Mystery provides the ontological basis for 
tolerance without which it runs the risk of being uncritical friendliness. 
This Mystery, the Satyasya Satyam (the Truth of the Truth) is the 
transcendent Centre which remains beyond all human apprehensions 
of it. It is near yet far, knowable yet unknowable, intimate yet 
ultimate. Itis beyond cognition (tarka) but is open to intuition 


particular apprehensions of it cannot claim absolute finality in history. 


Further, it also makes it impossible to take an “either/or” attitude 
where ultimate matters are concerned. Surely, in day to day life 
choices have to be made between truth and falsehood, right and 
wrong, honesty and corruption. But in profound matters of faith 
certainty without humility leads to arrogance. Exclusiveness puts 
fences around the Mystery. It divides people into “we” and “they”. 
This is at least one reason why people who make open or hidden 
claims of exclusiveness find it almost impossible to live together with 
neighbours of other faiths except on very superficial social terms. 


In our pluralistic society we need to overcome the secular 
indifference to religions which leaves no room for religious values in 
public life. We also need to overcome the shallow religious tolerance 
which merely allows religions to co-exist without any creative 
interaction between them. We need a commitment that requires a 
sharing of our faith with others. We need a tolerance that makes 
mutual enrichment possible. 


Christians in a pluralistic society witness to the One who is 
always with us, (Matt. 28:20), who is present where two or three 
are gathered together in his name (Matt. 18:20), where human needs 
are met without making any demands on people (Matt. 25:37-40), 
and who is recognised in the simple act of breaking bread (Luke 
25:30-31). To witness is to confess our faith without condemning 
others. It is to make positive affirmations about our faith without 
making negative judgements about the faiths of our neighbours. When 
we witness to our neighbours we should be open to their witness to 
us, Otherwise it cannot be mutua/ witness. Christian witness does 
not lead to any compromise but demands co-operation with all our 
neighbours who are struggling against the forces of death and who 
seek the fulness of God's life which, to us Christians, has come in and 
through Jesus Christ. 


To the depth of Christian commitment should be added the 
breadth of Christian tolerance. Commitment and tolerance are held 
together in Christian obedience to the twin commandments of Jesus 
Christ, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your mind and with all your strength” and 
“You shall love your neighbour as yourself. There is no other 
commandment greater than these” (Mark 12:30-31). - EPS 
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New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-121l Geneva 20): Why, O Lord? Psalms 
and Sermons from Namibia (no. 28 in the Risk book series), by Zephania 
Kameeta. It costs 3.95 US dollars, 2.75 UK pounds, or 7.90 Swiss francs. 


The annual report (for 1985) of the Irish Council of Churches is available 
from ICC, Inter-Church Centre, 48 Elmwood Avenue, Belfast BT9 6AZ. Also 
available is a list of ICC publications. 


The March issue of the World YWCA (37, quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva) quarterly 


"Common Concern" includes sections on human rights, peace education, refugees 
and migrants, health, youth, and YWCA regional news. 


An article on the current situation in Namibia prepared by Eva Militz, of the 
staff of the WCC Program to Combat Racism, is available (in French or German) 
from EPS. 


A report on the five years of the Churches’ Human Rights Program for the 
Implementation of the Helsinki Final Act (sponsored by the Canadian Council of 
Churches, Conference of European Churches, and [US] National Council of 
Churches) is available from CEC (Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20). Called "An 


Ecumenical Experiment in Human Rights", it was prepared by Theo Tschuy, 
secretary for the program. 


The April issue of the WCC quarterly “International Review of Mission" has as 
its theme, "Responses to the Spirit: II. Charismatics". Articles include "The 
Significance of Charismatic Experiences for the Mission of the Church" (Arnold 
Bittlinger), "I Will Lift Up My Eyes to Mozano" (John Pobee), "Renewal for 
Mission: An Anglican Perspective" (Michael Harper), and "Charismatic Renewal 
in Taiwan" (Bernadette Chang). 


The March issue of the WCC refugee newsletter (available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 
66, CH-1211 Geneva) is about refugee children and youth. 


The Ecumenical Development Cooperative Societ (EDCS, Utrechtseweg 91, 
NL-3818-EB Amersfoort, Netherlands) has available a 56-page booklet, 
"Investing in a Responsible Way", to mark its 10th anniversary last year. The 
booklet includes a list of addresses of EDCS offices and support associations. 


A report of recent meetings of commissions of the Middle East Council of 
Churches is available from Larry Ekin, MECC, Box 1020, Limassol, Cyprus. Also 
available from him is background information on the International Christian 
Zionist Leadership Congress (in Basel, 27-29 August). 


A calendar of WCC meetings for the next 12 months (as of 18 March) is 
available to journalists from EPS. 


Photos available: The WCC Photo Section has material for use with EPS items. 
Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 


You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Tell us 
if you want to be on the telex list. 


EPS deadlines in April/May/June: (at 8h00 GMT): Wednesday, 23 April; Tuesday, 
29 April; Friday, 2 May; Tuesday, 27 May; Tuesday, 3 June; Friday, 27 June. 


This EPS was printed 8 April. EPS appears about 40 times a year. 


CHURCH REPRESENTATIVES MEET Ecumenical Press 
ON CAUSES OF AFRICAN HUNGERCA Service 86.04.38 


DAKAR (Senegal) - About 100 church representatives from Africa and other parts 
of the world began a five-day meeting (here, 7 April) on church response to 
root causes of hunger and food insufficiency in Africa. 


Their consultation was sponsored by Churches' Drought Action in Africa. Lt 
groups aid and development networks of four international Christian 
organizations - Rome-based Caritas Internationalis, and Brussels-based Cidse 


(both Roman Catholic), and the Lutheran World Federation and World Council of 
Churches (both based in Geneva). The WCC groups church bodies from more than 
a dozen Christian traditions (including Eastern and Oriental Orthodoxy) in 
more than 100 countries. 


A major item on the consultation agenda was an African-produced, CDAA- 
subcommittee analysis of African food problems, along with proposals for 
remedial action (EPS 86.02,93,94,120; 03.18,19). 


Since the CDAA appeal was launched, 15 March 1984, it reports its associated 
networks have committed more than 525 million US dollars in aid in response to 
a famine situation which threatened upwards of an estimated 40 million 
Africans. The consultation here was also to make suggestions about future 
CDAA work. 


The consultation began with an hour of ecumenical worship at the Roman 
Catholic cathedral _ here. Later the same day, participants heard 
presentations by Ludwig Geissel, retiring CDAA chairperson; Albert Tévoedjré, 
general secretary of the World Social Prospects Association (a Geneva-based 
non-governmental organization) Falilou Mbacké Guéye, secretary general of the 
Senegalese ministry of rural development; and Hyacinthe Cardinal Thiandoum, 
the Roman Catholic archbishop here. 


Geissel urged action to allow Africa to achieve "liberation from existing 
financial dependency". This, he said, requires that international financial 
policies be "fundamentally changed". He suggested that countries with major 
international debts be allowed to credit repayment to a "national development 
fund" to "strengthen ... domestic economic capacity and to promote 
self-reliant development". 


Tévoedjré urged additional, co-operative research, like the CDAA subcommittee's 
study, into root causes of hunger in the world. He noted his own 
organization's plans in that area. he asked non-Africans who want to assist 
Africa to “help us better use what we have", rather than imposing foreign 
methods and tastes. 


Guéye said that to succeed, actions against deforestation and desertification 
require "the bringing together of all efforts of goodwill, such as yours". 
He also highlighted Senegalese government actions and policies on these issues. 


Referring to millions of Africans who lack enough to eat, the cardinal spoke 
of the “urgent and radical reforms" suggested by the CDAA_ subcomittee 
report. "Nothing", he said, "which touches human beings can leave Christians 
indifferent." He related the consultation's work to an Easter message that 
"Christ has vanquished evil and the power of evil" in his resurrection from 
the dead. - EPS 


Tutu calls for sanctions against South Africa EPS 86.04.39 
JOHANNESBURG - Desmond Tutu, the Anglican bishop here, urged (2 April) foreign 
governments to impose "concerted and united" sanctions immediately against his 
country. He said he has given up hope of any real change in race policies 
coming voluntarily from the white-led government. "We face a catastrophe in 
this land", he said, and only international "pressure can save us". — EPS 


Vatican lifts Boff silence order EPS 86.04.40 
SAO PAULO - The "“penetential silence" imposed by the Vatican on Brazilian 


liberation theologian Leonardo Boff is over, the conference of Brazilian Roman 
Catholic bishops reported (31 March). The order was issued last May after he 
was notified that some of his views are not in harmony with official church 
teaching. Boff reportedly described the lifting of the order as “an Easter 
present", and said he would resume his work "slowly and progressively". - EPS 


TV evangelists said determined to avoid media scrutiny EPS 86.04.41 


WASHINGTON - The April “Washington Journalism Review" reports many well-known 
US tv evangelists have “elaborate security systems and layers of bureaucracy" 
to guard themselves from the journalistic scrutiny, and that they retaliate 
against journalists who get through these barriers. Among examples cited by 
reporter Robbie Gordon were Oral Roberts and Jimmy Swaggart. - EPS 


Wedding ceremonies for non-Christians in Japan EPS 86.04.42 
TOKYO - “Catholic News" reported (25 March) recent church discussions on 
whether or not wedding ceremonies for non-Christians should be performed under 
Christian auspices. - EPS 


World Evangelical Fellowship to seek common view on RC relations EPS 86.04.43 
SINGAPORE - A  38-page "Contemporary Evangelical Perspective on Roman 
Catholicism" is to be a major agenda item for 150-250 delegates at the Eighth 
General Assembly of the World Evangelical Fellowship (here, 22-27 June). 
Harry Genet, WEF communications director, said impetus for preparing the 
statement follows the presence of Roman Catholic observers at the previous 
assembly, in 1980 in Hoddesdon (England). Genet said their presence "offended 
some of the member groups from areas where evangelicals are a distinct 
minority, and where they feel set upon by Catholics". WEF affiliates in 
Italy, Spain and Brazil were especially critical. The draft document says 
Roman Catholicism today is not monolithic, and that "there are notable 
differences between the popular religiosity of its members and the elaborate 
theological explanations of its dogma". It also says evangelical shortcomings 
have led to problems or misunderstandings in Roman Catholic relations. - EPS 


US religious reps urge investigation of judicial nominees EPS 86.04.44 
WASHINGTON - Representatives of the Church of the Brethren, [US Anglican] 


Episcopal Church, Church Women United, Jesuit Social Ministries, Christian 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Synagogue Council of America, and Unitarian 
Universalist Association have issued a joint statement urging an investigation 
of charges that three recent presidential nominees to US courts have engaged 
in efforts to intimidate black voters in the recent past. The representatives 
urged US senators, who must pass on the nominations, to keep US courts "free 
from the shadow of racism". - EPS 


Assessment: church groups made difference in contra aid vote EPS 86.04.45 
WASHINGTON - Religious News Service reported (21 March) from here that 
rejection by the US House of Representatives of a presidential proposal for 
100 million US dollars in aid to opponents of the Nicaraguan government 
("contras") "followed one of the most intensive and co-ordinated religious 
lobbying campaigns ever on a single piece of legislation". And, says RNS, "it 
is generally recognized ... that church groups ... made a key difference in 
the outcome of the vote", which was 222-210 against the aid. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ludwig Geissel: "The Drought Situation in Africa" EPS 86.04.46 


[This item is excerpted from a presentation by the chairperson of Churches 
Drought Action in Africa, a coalition of four international church 
organizations formed in 1984 to respond to the food emergency in Africa. 
Geissel spoke at a CDAA meeting (7-11 April) in Dakar (EPS 86.04.38).] 


--- Over the last year, rain has finally come again. In some regions, 
rainfall measured above average. Africa could hope again. There were good 
and partly even excellent crops, also thanks to the tremendous input by 
farmers. They sowed, planted, and harvested insofar as they had seed and 
fertilisers at their disposal. Harvests could have been much better, had the 
necessary quantities of seed and other products been available in time. But 
this had not been possible, and this lack of input can only be deeply 
regretted. Nevertheless, it must be stated that a huge supply deficit could 
be rectified, and that in 1986 it will be necessary to send massive food aid 
only to six African countries. 


Currently, new problems are arising in those countries where food surpluses 
have been created by good, above-average harvests. These problems relate to 
the possibility of keeping grain stocks in the country and of transporting 
grain surpluses to regions where food is short. To stop the fall of producer 
prices and to solve transport problems, financial aid from abroad is urgently 
needed. In this respect, it will become clear whether or not the idea of 
help for self-help - and thus indirect development aid - will be supported. 
This new idea in development policies could lead to new ways of helping the 
population of Africa to leave behind their status of always receiving alms 
from the rich nations. 


The CDAA steering committee soon became aware of the fact that efforts to 
eradicate famine in Africa cannot be limited to emergency aid. Our 
commitment, the joint action of church agencies against strife, hunger, and 
misery in Africa, cannot only be concentrated on immediate aid for victims of 
the disaster, although this aid is still urgently needed. At the same time, 
however, it is necessary to tackle the root causes of hunger by establishing 
middle and: long-term programmes which could effectively change existing 
structures. Any measures undertaken have thus to be geared towards complex 
and stated goals. It was deemed necessary to study the root causes of hunger 
and food insufficiency even more intensively. ... This study [EPS 
86.02.93,94,120; 03.18,19] is of special significance as it has been worked on 
by 60 Africans working as scientists and development experts in their 
countries and churches. ... 


Should international economic organizations not be in a position to propose 
decisive reforms to improve the situation, industrial and developing countries 
have to try together to look for new ways of achieving "liberation" from the 
intolerable financial dependency. New perspectives for the future can only 
be opened up if international financial policies are fundamentally changed. 
It is no longer sufficient to merely postpone interest payments and repayments 
and to increase the burden by granting new credits, thus linking any economic 
freedom forever with the International Monetary Fund. 


Churches in Africa are conscious of the disastrous famine but ... they are not 
prepared for any action, nor do they have the personnel to counter such a 
situation effectively. Dioceses and regional synods have been able to engage 
in concrete action with respect to food aid and development programmes. They 


do excellent work. But no large offensive can be expected at this stage from 
Christian councils or churches. Too many preconditions for such action are 
missing. But these preconditions could be met. In the meantime, we must do 


our part and give advice to churches and help them with the implementation of 
projects and programmes .... — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Maurice Strong: 


"Beyond the African Food Emergency" 


EPS 86.04.47 


[Strong is executive co-ordinator of the UN Office for Emergency Operations in 


Africa. 
"Deve lopment 


Forum". 


This item is excerpted from an interview in the April 
It sketches part of the context in which 


issue of 
the work of 


Churches Drought Action in Africa is being conducted (EPS 86.01.28,29, 04.46). 


In the text, NGO refers to non-governmental organization. ] 


he UN continues to be seized by the problems of Africa bevond the 

short-term crises created by the recent and continuing emergency. For 
this reason it will convene a Special Session on the Critical Economic 
Situation in Africa next month. Development Forum's Brian Welsh asked 
Maurice Strong, the Executive Coordinator of the UN's Office for Emergen- 
cy Operations in Africa, to assess a year's response to emergency and 
comment on longer term expeciations for the troubled continent. 


Africa has been in tha head- 
lines, Mr Strong, for more than 
@ year. Are there any signs that public 
opinion in the North might become sated 
with the issue even though 19m of the 
original 35m people, if | understand the 


STRONG: There are unquestion- 
able signs that the high degree of 
public interest which made possible 
the mammoth international relief ef- 
fort in 1985 is receding somewhat. 
This is partly because it is always 
difficult permanently to sustain in- 
terest in any issue at a high level. 
But there is also a widespread belief 
that the coming of the rains and 
news about good harvests have re- 
solved the situation. It is not, of 
course, resolved. As you say, some 
19m people are still in urgent need 
of emergency relief. 


IE What is the $n required for? 


STRONG: It’s largely required for 
food and for transport of food and 
very significantly for medical and 
health supplies and sanitation facili- 
es. The kind of thing that wasn't 
supplied in adequate amount last 
year and for which there has been a 
great human cost for those who 
survived. Noe all of the funds are 
now needed to buy grain from dis- 
tant suppliers. Significant amounts 
of money are needed to buy grain 
from surplus areas in Afnca for 
distribution to people in areas of 
deficit. 


The UN Secretary-General saad 

on 17 December that the Office 
for Emergency Operations im Africa 
(OEOA) will function to the middle of 
this year. What will happen then? What 
about the many millions who still remain 
in need? 
STRONG: The Secretary-General 
said two things. He said OEOA 
would function until mid-1986 and 
that during the intervening period he 
would consult with his senior col- 
leagues on how the experience and 
capacities of this office could best be 
maintained within the permanent 
structure of the UN. That doesn’t 
mean OEOA itself will stay on in its 
present form but my interpretation is 
that it means the experience and 
capacities we have developed will 
remain in some form insofar as they 
are deemed necessary to help Africa 


meet some emergency needs. 
DS Despite a 40th enmiversary dur - 

ing which the UN faced some- 
thing of an identity crisis, net to mention 
the current financial one, it has been 
universally praised for its efforts om the 
African emergency. What were the main 
successes in vour view during this event- 
fal year of activity? 


STRONG: | think the real success 
lies in the figures. A year ago, some 
35m people in 20 countries in Africa 
faced acuse tweats to thew very 
survival. Most of those 35m people 
did survive. Obviously they suf- 
fered, and they hed to strive very 
hard to survive, but they have sur- 
vived and that is equivalent in hu- 
man terms (o averting a major war. 
Of course, they face a very uncertain 
future. It is that uacertain future that 
we must now address. 


The crisis compounded four 


intergovernmental organizanons. How 
difficult was it fag the OEOA.to reconcile 
interests and coordinate activities? 
STRONG: The African emergency 
can best be compared to a wartume 
situation, both in the scale of the 
human tragedy involved and in the 
nature of the response to it. 

In wartime, obviously, there are 
things to be done that can’t be 
achieved by conventional resources. 
The OEOA was set up to put the UN 
on the peacetime equivalent of a 
wartime footing to meet the situa- 
tion. 

This means that all of the organi- 


dination within the UN family that 


tion with the UN. 


famine, thas is, a food crisis, but also an 
ecological ome? 


STRONG: One of the- positive 
things that has come out of this 
tragedy is such a realization by 
Afncan leaders. For example, their 
acknowledgement at the Organiza- 
tion of Afncan Unity (OAU) summit 
last July of the fundamental devel- 
opment problems in Africa and that 
imbalances had been created not 
only by Africa's history and its 
disadvantaged condition as one of 


encouraging 
OAU heads of state summit 
enunciated a five-year recovery pro- 
gramme which i the im- 


STRONG: Perhaps a little bit of 
both. It’s hard to generalize because 
we did witness in 1985 that the 


public will respond generously and 


have there been long-term achievements 
of the OEOA? 


STRONG: We cannot ignore the 
lessons of this or past emergencies. 
We know from Africa's history and 
from leading climatologists that Af- 
Mcans must plan on the 
that droughts will be pip nen 
phenomenon of African life. 
Preparing for them. and preveat- 
ing them from assuming the propor- 
Goas of human tragedy of the cur- 
rent famine, must be built into oa- 
going development plans and activi- 
ies 


There is no way of preventing 
drought. Famines, however, are pre- 
ventable. Famines are hard to pre- 
vent in poor countries because it's 
poverty that really gives nse to the 
famine. You can have drought in 
countnes which are not poor and 
people do not die. Even in the 
African expenence there are very 
good examples of how proper prepa- 
ration has mitigated or even signifi- 
cantly obviated the worst aspects of 
a drought in human terms. 

Botswana's an example. This poor 


the country were used sparingly but 
equitably and the burdens of the 
drought and famine were spread 
equitably. The people did experience 
hardship but not the same acute” 
suffering and death that others had 
to deal with. 

Kenya was another example 
where they committed their own 
very scarce foreign exchange re- 
serves really carly in the game to 
purchase food and so again avoided 


population growth in many of them 
negated or severely curtailed the per 
capita impact of increased food pro- 
duction and general economic 


The fact that many of them had a 
strong export orientation to their 
agricultural economy and weren't 
able or didn't elect to give sufficient 
support to the rural economy, the 
peasant farmer sector, which is the 
principal producer of food. A whole 
series of things interacted with each 
other. No single element was neces- 
sarily responsible. : 

This is what [ mean by systemic 
breakdown. 

Then we have to evaluate the 
remedies that people choose, things 
like drilling water wells, for exam- 
ple. On the face of it, drilling wells 
is an excellent thing to do but if they 


that Afncans are able to 
develop a systemic approach to their 
own development. 


k 


Does this mean intensified as- 

sistance for training of experts 
wad scuennsts? To say that the Africans 
must do these things themselves presup- 
poses the cadres to produce this kind of 
Planning 


eeieardal 
A basic thing we can do is to help 
particularly their planning admuins- 


tropha can be turned into a long-term 
Commutment to development today? 


STRONG: Unquestionably. One of 
the great stories coming out of the 
1985 emergency is the very, very 
crucial role played by the non- 
governmental organizations. 

Not only on the home front in 
helping mobilize resources - we 
have already spoken about the dra- 
matic examples of USA for Africa 
and Band Aid, and the many others. 
Also in the field, in terms of deliver- 
ing emergency assistance, the non- 
governmental organizations were 


Even in Ethiopia, where they have 
a very effective relief and rehabilita- 
tion commission, the non- 
governmental organizations deliv- 
ered some 60 per cent of total relief 
in the field. 

In Sudan the percentage is even 
higher, and in most African coun- 
tries NGOs play a similarly i 
role in the actual delivery of 

So whether it's mobilizing sup- 
port and public awareness or tangi- 
ble support in deploying and deliver- 
ing relief on the ground, the NGOs 
have an absolutely indispensable 
role and demonstrated this clearly in 
the emergency. 

Of course many of the same or- 
ganizations have been involved in 
development in the past. The new 
momentum and interest in Africa 


. and the new support for their activi- 


ties in Africa that has been 

by the emergency will, | hope, en- 
able them to play an even larger role 
in the recovery and development 
period. 


Ee National NGOs alone? 


STRONG: No. international and 
national. National in their own 
countries, international in other 
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cy needs of almost 7m people in 
Ethiopia whose lives continue to be 
very much at risk. This controversy 
threatens our ability to mobilize the 
resources to meet their needs. 

We could have the avoidable re- 
currence of a large-scale tragedy in 
Ethiopia if we are not able to ensure 
that the food, and the transport, and 
the medical needs of these people 
are provided for in the next few 
months before the rains come again. 

This has been di ing. ['m 
not saying that the concemms some 
people have expressed about the 
carrying out of the resectlement pro- 
gramme are not valid. We share 


Sm 
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New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): Why, O Lord? Psalms 
and Sermons from Namibia (no. 28 in the Risk book series), by Zephania 
Kameeta. It costs 3.95 US dollars, 2.75 UK pounds, or 7.90 Swiss francs. WCC 
Publications also has available a list of current, new and forthcoming 
publications. 


The February issue of "Contact," bimonthly of the WCC Christian Medical 
Commission (Box 66, CH-121l Geneva 20) focuses on adolescent fertility. «= 
"looking for solutions to a world-wide problem". 


An article on the current situation in Namibia prepared by Eva Militz, of the 
staff of the WCC Program to Combat Racism, is available (in French or German) 
from EPS. 


The WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
situation reports available to journalists: 

Namibia - Drought and Relief (no. 2, 27 March) 

Colombia - Volcanic Eruption (no. 4, 27 March) 


The documentation service of the association of Roman Catholic bishops' 
conferences in East Africa (AMECEA, Box 21400, Nairobi) has available a report 


on African liturgical renewal. 


The March issue of the WCC refugee newsletter (available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 
66, CH-1211 Geneva) is about refugee children and youth. 


The Ecumenical Development Cooperative Society (EDCS, Utrechtseweg 91, 
NL-3818-EB Amersfoort, Netherlands) has available a 56-page booklet, 
“Investing in a Responsible Way", to mark its 10th anniversary last year. The 
booklet includes a lists of addresses of EDCS offices and support associations. 


A report of recent meetings of commissions of the Middle East Council of 
Churches is available from Larry Ekin, MECC, Box 1020, Limassol, Cyprus. Also 


available from him is background information on the International Christian 
Zionist Leadership Congress (in Basel, 27-29 August). 


The full report of the recent mini-consultation in Haiti (EPS 86.03.75) is 
available from EPS. 


A calendar of WCC meetings for the next 12 months (as of 18 March) is 


available to journalists from EPS. 

Photos available: The WCC Photo Section has material for use with EPS items. 
Headlines by telex: EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. 
You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Tell us 


if you want to be on the telex list. 


EPS deadlines in April/May/June: (at 8h00 GMT): Wednesday, 23 April; Tuesday, 
29 April; Friday, 2 May; Tuesday, 27 May; Tuesday, 3 June; Friday, 20 June. 


This EPS was printed 15 April, EPS appears about 40 times a year. 


WCC's CASTRO MEETS POPE; Ecumenical Press 
SIX QUESTIONS ON AGENDA Service 86.04.48 


ROME - General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches met 
Pope John Paul II (here, 14 April). It was Castro's first visit to the 
Vatican since he assumed his current WCC post in January 1983. Visits with 
officials of several Vatican congregations and secretariats were scheduled in 
subsequent days. 


Castro also met with representatives of the WCC members - Baptist, Methodist, 
and Reformed (Waldensian) - based in Italy. The pope visited the Geneva 
headquarters of the WCC in June 1984. 


In connection with the visit, the WCC and the Vatican issued a summary of the 
six questions the two discussed: 


"(a) The search for unity is a principal pastoral concern of the Roman 
Catholic Church and is a primary responsibility of the World Council of 
Churches. Both the Roman Catholic Church and the WCC and its member churches 
have committed themselves to work for the visible unity of Christians. This 
is expressed for instance in the full Roman Catholic collaboration in the work 
of the Faith and Order Commission and is evident in the _ theological 
convergences traced in the document on baptism, eucharist and ministry. Like 
the member churches of the WCC the Roman Catholic Church is giving an official 
response to the document and Roman Catholic theologians are participating 
fully in other important Faith and Order works such as the study "towards the 
expression of the apostolic faith" and "the way the church’ teaches 
authoritatively today". There will also be Roman Catholic participation in 
forthcoming WCC conferences on unity and mission. 


"(b) Peace is increasingly a concern for Christians around the world. Since 
1986 has been designated by the United Nations as the International Year for 
Peace there is an opportunity for churches to pray and work together for 


peace. It is in this context that the initiative for peace of Pope John Paul 
II has been proposed. The WCC has welcomed and endorsed this initiative of 
the pope and encouraged its member churches to participate. The WCC is 


prepared to collaborate in elaborating plans for the Day of Peace at Assisi 
[Italy] on 27 October, and will be fully represented at it. The WCC is 
promoting a Day of Prayer for Peace in Southern Africa on 16 June which will 
underline the inter-connection of peace and justice and in which member 
churches of the WCC and other churches are invited to take part. As churches 
and ecumenical bodies attempt to engage in the concerted and sustained efforts 
required to promote peace, they can find encouragement and support in the 
initiatives sponsored by the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of 
Churches. 


"(c) Both the Roman Catholic Church and the member churches of the WCC reject 
racism and its expression in apartheid as incompatible with the gospel. 
Explorations are going on of the biblical, theological, and pastoral reasons 
underlying this common rejection of discrimination against fellow human 
beings. Ways are being sought of enabling Roman Catholics and _ other 
Christians to give a common witness in maintaining that human beings are in 
the image of God, in upholding human dignity and in standing against the evils 
of racism and apartheid. 


"(d) The continuation and development of the ecumenical movement calls for new 
efforts in ecumenical formation especially of clergy and those with pastoral 
responsibility. In the past decade this has been taken somewhat for - (over) 


castro&pope/2 


granted. It is necessary that those in leadership, teaching and pastoral 
positions in the churches be convinced of the urgency of the search for unity 
and be aware of the principles of ecumenism and of what God is doing in the 
ecumenical movement. The concern for adequate ecumenical formation is so 
crucial to the ecumenical movement that it will continue to be a priority in 
the collaboration between the Roman Catholic Church and the WCC. 


"(e) Serious joint theological work is doing much to face up to the problems 
which still separate Christians and which hinder them from confessing the 
faith together. There is increasing awareness of the communion between 
Christians, based on faith in Christ and baptism, and which makes possible a 
common witness to the gospel. The present situation of human society makes 
this common witness most urgent. It is hoped that the present meeting of Dr 
Emilio Castro and the Holy Father may be a symbol of such common witness and 
an incentive towards it. 


"(£) The Joint Working Group between the World Council of Churches and the 
Roman Catholic Church has an importance that is both practical and highly 
symbolic. It searches out promising areas of study and investigation in the 
search for unity, it promotes dialogue and facilitates collaboration. Its 
work as an instrument for sustaining and promoting the relationships between 
the World Council of Churches and the Roman Catholic Church calls for further 
interest and support." - EPS 


GYPSY, CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
REPS CONSULT Service 86.04.49 


[This is based on material supplied by Eva Militz, a WCC staff member who 
attended the meeting. ] 


MUNICH - A four-day consultation on the legal status and perspectives of 
Sinti, Roma and other gypsy groups in Europe took place at the Evangelical 
Academy of Tutzing, near here (3-6 April). The gathering was sponsored by 
central council of German Sinti and Roma, in collaboration with the 
Evangelical [Lutheran, Reformed, United] Church in [West] Germany [and West 
Berlin], and the Program to Combat Racism of the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches. 


About 45 people from 14 East and West European countries attended what was the 


first such meeting with church representatives. The consultation discussed 
the sometimes severe discrimination suffered by gypsies, especially in 
connection with their travelling. Also discussed were inadequate camping 


sites and educational facilities, laws which force them to move from one place 
to another, requirements that they carry special identity cards, and official 
attitudes and forms which consider all gypsies are criminal suspects, 


The gypsies said that in most countries they are regarded as outcasts, rather 
than as a people with their own history, language, and culture. They report 
being threatened by governmental policies of non-recognition and forced 
assimilation. 


To consultation participants, the need for organizations on a national and 
international level to represent such people was clear. In a concluding 
statement, they called for establishment of an office as a source of 
information and exchange, and to co-ordinate Sypsy activities and projects in 
the 12 countries of the European Community. The meeting also appealed to 
national church bodies and the WCC to support gypsies in conflict situations, 
and to help efforts to obtain their recognition as minorities. - EPS 


CONSULTATION MAKES PROPOSALS ON Ecumenical Press 
AFRICAN HUNGER; DRAFTS UN APPEAL Service 86.04.50 


DAKAR (Senegal) - Several dozen recommendations for church action in 
connection with hunger and development in Africa were received by a five-day 
ecumenical consultation (here, 7-11 April). Participants also okayed an 
appeal to the UN General Assembly in connection with its special session on 
the African economic crisis (New York, 27-31 May). 


The appeal was commended to the constituents of Churches' Drought Action in 
Africa, which convened the meeting, for their action (CDAA_ groups 
aid-and-development networks of Caritas Internationalis, Cidse (both Roman 
Catholic), Lutheran World Federation, and World Council of Churches). The 
appeal outlines causes of the African food crisis, and includes a nine-point 
appeal to the international community and each African country. 


Also received as a working document was a CDAA sub-committee analysis of root 
causes of hunger in Africa. Among causes it cites are agricultural and 
labour patterns inherited and perpetuated from the colonial period, lack of 
national incentives for agricultural production, poor access to international 
markets, and political instability. 


A final statement by consultation participants stresses several of the group's 
recommendations, including: 


- "more dialogue among churches and their agencies on a South-South, 
North-North, and South-North basis"; 


- an inter-church and inter-agency data bank, research network, and 
information network in an effort to improve information and experience- 


sharing"; 


= that "churches  ... address the whole issue of poverty and 
under-development, because these are the main causes of hunger and famine in 
Africa. The church is called upon to fight the national, and international 


exploitative structures that perpetuate poverty"; 


- and that "churches... conscientize and help the local communities in 
Africa to attain a sustainable food self-sufficiency." 


"Le Soleil", Senegal's principal newspaper, reported the UN appeal with a 
headline, "S.O.S. AFRICA" It included calls to give priority to production 
which favours autonomy, to favour peace as a prerequisite to development, to 
convert the African overseas debt into aid for food production, and to reform 
international trade for the benefit of all people. 


During the meeting, CDAA representatives met with the Senegalese government 
minister of rural development, and later sent him a letter summarizing the 
week and elaborating various proposals. 


The consultation concluded with ecumenical worship which included the singing 
of what has become something of a continental hymn, "God Bless Africa". 


Retiring CDAA Chairperson Ludwig Geissel received tributes at the meeting for 
his role in starting and sustaining CDAA. He is a veteran of more than three 
decades of ecumenical relief-and-development work in the FRG (West Germany). - 
EPS 


ECUMENICAL AID, DEVELOPMENT Ecumenical Press 
EFFORTS IN AFRICA STRESSED Service 86.04.51 


DAKAR (Senegal) - Principles for future ecumenical aid-and-development work in 
Africa were recommended - virtually unanimously - by participants in a week- 
long consultation (here, 7-11 April). 


The group, largely from Africa, met under the auspices of Churches' Drought 
Action in Africa. It groups aid-and-development networks of four Christian 
organizations - Caritas Internationalis, Cidse (both Roman Catholic), Lutheran 
World Federation, and World Council of Churches. (The WCC includes members 
of more than 15 Christian traditions in more than 100 countries.) 


The consultation recommendation to the four networks includes a CDAA 
co-ordinating committee with equal representation from Africa and elsewhere, 
and strengthening "existing ecumenical efforts" on all levels. It also notes 
"the need for further ecumenical involvement in the field of development". 


CDAA was founded in February 1984 to respond to the African food emergency. 
Currently, it has a 16-person co-ordinating committee, which includes two 
Africans. Six of its members, including the Africans, make up the CDAA 
steering committee. 


The consultation agenda had included a closed session of the co-ordinating 
committee to choose new officers and discuss financial matters. However, in 
a consultation plenary before that session (which was subsequently cancelled), 
there were calls for greater African input and representation. There was 
also a range of views about the power and mandate of the co-ordinating 
committee and CDAA itself. Representatives of the CDAA constituent 
organizations stressed its role simply as a "platform" and a "forum". 


After a morning of discussion, an eight-person committee was formed. It 
hammered out its proposal for a way forward, which it unanimously brought to 
the consultation the next day. It was approved after about half-an-hour of 


comments from other participants. 


In his report to the consultation (EPS 86.04.55), CDAA Co-ordinating Secretary 
Brian Neldner responded to criticism that CDAA is "substantially a northern 
initiative, and that consultation with ... our sister churches in the south 
was inadequate". When CDAA began in 1984, he said, the choice was "between 
mobilizing massive aid quickly, or choosing a complex process of consultation 
before taking action", 


He said he believes "we set the right priority at that time". Referring to 
an African-produced CDAA sub-committee study of "root causes of hunger and 
food insufficiency in Africa", he described it as “an attempt to bring our 
African partners into the process", as was the consultation here. 


Neldner also urged support for the principle of "the right to food", so that 
food for the starving be “recognized internationally as a basic human right, 
and aid to all areas and all groups of people ... be seen as a humanitarian 
act". He reported that CDAA-associated networks committed more than 525 
million US dollars in aid in two years to respond to African hunger, in 
addition to their on-going commitments of approximately the same amount in 
that period for development work on the continent. - EPS 


— 


SOUTH AFRICAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES IN Ecumenical Press 
CRUCIAL SEARCH FOR GENERAL SECRETARY Service 86.04.52 


[This item is abridged and adapted from Africa Church Information Service. ] 


JOHANNESBURG (Hennie Serfontein) - An intensive search has been launched to 
find a new general secretary of the South African Council of Churches before 
the end of June. ‘He is to replace Beyers Naudé, 70, appointed temporarily 
for a two-year period when he succeeded Desmond Tutu at the end of 1984. 


The SACC general secretary is one of the most influential positions in the 
country, and there is immense interest in church as well as in political 
circles in the appointment. Because of the banning of legitimate black 
political movements and leaders, the SACC plays a crucial role on the wider 
political front, and in the escalating racial conflict. 


A special search committee has been appointed consisting of leaders of member 
churches or their representatives, the SACC four-man presidium and _ some 
co-opted members. They in turn have appointed a sub-committee which is to 
submit a short list of names to the next meeting of church leaders in June. 
The matter will also be discussed by the SACC executive a week later, and the 
decision ratified at the SACC annual general conference the end of June. 


The appointment comes amidst conflicting views about the role the SACC and the 
church should play in society today. Considerations that will influence the 
outcome of the appointment are theological, political, ideological, 
personality differences, and regional and intra-church rivalries. Factors 
include growing white conservative backlash against the "increasing political 
activities" of the SACC and its members. Tension between the SACC and its 
member denominations is mounting as the latter accuse it of often acting 
unilaterally without consulting them. 


Tension is also increasing between the Western Province Council of Churches 
(WPCC) and the SACC about a number of other issues. These include different 
interpretations about the world day of prayer and fast for South Africa (16 
June). SACC also stands accused of its failure to choose Allan Boesak, an 
SACC senior vice-chairman, as one of its delegates to the historic Harare 
consultation last December (EPS 85.12.44,75). There has also been sharp 
criticism by the newly-founded Black Ecumenical Church Leaders Consultation 
(BECLC) of "white control" of SACC administration and finances, and "white- 
dominated" leadership of SACC denominations. 


Regardless of these sometimes confusing and conflicting claims by different 
interest and ideological groups, one thing is certain: whoever is appointed 
will be a black church leader or theologian. The only question to be decided 
is whether the new person will have the support of the majority of black 
Christians, who are the majority of Christians in South Africa. Because the 
appointment has to be made at a time when black Christians and church leaders 
through the BECLC have confronted the SACC and other church organizations on a 
number of issues, this challenge to the SACC will no doubt influence the 
appointment of a new general secretary, and the deputy general secretary. 

The latter is a new post to be created at the request of the search committee. 


Though no names are mentioned in formal BECLC decisions, directly or 
indirectly, there has been BECLC criticism of well-known black and white 
church leaders such as Manas Buthelezi (SACC president and a Lutheran bishop), 
Naudé, Tutu (now Anglican bishop of Johannesburg), Denis Hurley (president of 
the conference of Roman Catholic bishops), and Philip Russell (archbishop of 
the [Anglican] Church of the Province of Southern Africa). - (over) 


SACC/2 


A three-day meeting of 85 delegates at the first BECLC conference (in Durban 
last November) decided to withdraw support from the Christians for Justice and 
Peace movement, the brainchild of Hurley, which was supposed to involve 
hundreds of thousands of Christians nationwide by 1987. BECLC delegates also 
informed the SACC it would send its own delegation to represent black 
Christians in Harare, a clear expression of no confidence in both the SACC and 
the member churches. Delegates also criticized SACC administration and 
control of its finances. They presented SACC with an ultimatum, warning that 
if the necessary changes were not implemented within a year, BECLC would 
consider the setting up of a Black Ecumenical Council of Churches. 


At recent SACC staff meetings, the BECLC resolutions were discussed at 
length. Two important decisions were taken. First, it was decided to reduce 
and divide the powers and duties of Dan Vaughan (who is white), now SACC 
assistant general secretary. His responsibilities of internal administration 
and finance were transferred to two black staff members, who were given 
executive staff status. Also, a sub-committee was appointed to monitor the 
structural changes in response to black demands which will report back to both 
the SACC executive and the BECLC. 


In a further development, BECLC recently wrote to Naudé, asking that its 
members be involved in the search committee for the new SACC general 
secretary. It also submitted four names of church people who have its support 
and confidence for the post: Takatso Mofokeng, a minister of the Nederduits 
Gereformeerde Kerk in Africa (NGKA), Tshenuwani Farasani, a dean of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa who has immense grassroots 
popularity and who has been detained and tortured by the government; 
Bonjagello Goba, a Congregationalist who is a senior lecturer in theology at 
the University of South Africa; and Sol Jacob, chairman of the theological 
seminary in Pietermaritzburg, which is responsible for the training of 
theological students in five major denominations. BECLC says its list is "not 
exhaustive", and more names might be added to it. 


[Writing in New York-based Religious News Service (25 March), Serfontein 
reported that Vaughan, who, since 1983, has been in charge of SACC 
administration, finance, communications and, for a time, mission and 
evangelism, submitted his resignation, effective in June. The council's 
general staff asked him to reconsider. Serfontein added that "a prominent 
black church leader" said Vaughan is "not personally a target" of BECLC, but 
that he is in an "embarrassing position because ... the council presidium 
should have taken the initiative long ago of dividing" his responsibility. 


[Serfontein also reported that the idea of launching a "confessing synod" of 
Christians in South Africa opposed to apartheid (the South African system of 
race separation with white supremacy) has been postponed indefinitely. Naudé 
reportedly opposed the proposal, on grounds that more attempts at change need 
to be made within Reformed church structures, although Boesak, also president 
of the Geneva-based World Alliance of Reformed Churches, is reportedly 
questioning what more can be done within the structures. Other opponents of 
the proposal are said to favour such a synod that would include not only 
Reformed participation. 


[In addition, the white Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk (NGK) is reportedly 
launching a campaign against black ministers who belong to the interracial 


Belydende Kring ("Confessional Circle") of Reformed ministers, which is 
striving for a non-racial Reformed denomination in the country. (Currently, 
the NGK has three "daughter churches" - for people classified in South Africa 
as blacks, Indians, and people of mixed race.)] - EPS 


WORLD DAY OF PRAYER, FAST FOR Ecumenical Press 
SOUTH AFRICA SET FOR 16 JUNE Service 86.04.53 


JOHANNESBURG - Church agencies in many parts of the world are preparing for a 
world day of prayer and fast for South Africa, 16 June, the 10th anniversary 
of the violence in the black South African township of Soweto in which more 
than 500 people died_at the hands of the South African police. 


The idea for the day was proposed at last December's meeting of world church 
leaders on South Africa, in Harare (Zimbabwe) [EPS 85.12.44,75]. It was 
endorsed by the executive committee of the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches at its meeting last month in Kinshasha (Zaire) [EPS 86.03.74]. 


Marking the occasion, South African Council of Churches General Secretary 
Beyers Naudé issued a "call to Christians of the world church", urging their 
prayer that "the present unjust rule of apartheid be brought to an end, that 
apartheid and racism in all its forms in all countries of the world be removed 
and destroyed". 


He called apartheid, the South African system of race sepration with white 
supremacy, “evil, inhuman, and destructive to humankind". He called for 
prayer "that God may destroy this evil system, and a just, non-racial, 
democratic, and participatory society may emerge'’. He also asked that people 
“bring to God in prayer all those who have died in their courageous resistance 
to apartheid, all those who have been wounded, detained, tortured, banned, or 
driven into exile in their valiant and determined opposition to this vile 
system". 


Further, he asked prayers that those responsible for or benefiting from 
apartheid would "openly repent of their attitudes and actions, including those 
of compliance and sinful compromise". 


Material for the day (in French, German, Spanish, and English) is available 
from the WCC Program to Combat Racism (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). It 
includes a poster, texts of prayer and a liturgy, and background material on 
the South African situation. — EPS 


CHURCH COOPERATION Ecumenical Press 
BEGINNING IN HAITI Service 86.04.54 
PORT-AU-PRINCE - Eight denominations and other church organizations in Haiti 


have formed the Haitian Churches' Commission of Co-operation in the wake of 
the recent change of government here. The new ecumenical agency includes 
Baptist, Salvation Army, and Methodist participation. Its formation was one 
result of a mini-consultation held here (20-21 March). That meeting was a 
follow up to an earlier international, ecumenical visit to the Caribbean 
island nation (13-18 February; EPS 86.02.77, 03.20). 


In their report on the consultation, Gérson A. Meyer, consultant for Latin 
America at the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, and André Jacques, WCC 
migration secretary, noted that historically, in this mostly Roman Catholic 
country, "Protestant churches have suffered from their dispersion and lack of 
unity, and also from the fact that countless sects, imported from North 
America, are labelled as 'Protestant'". They also noted that relations with 


the Roman Catholic Church, though recently improving, have been "difficult". 


The new group has four priorities for its work - emergency food relief, 
literacy and civic education, the diaspora (almost a million Haitians living 
outside the country), and development, health, and social programs. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Brian Neldner: "Helping to Feed Africa" EPS 86.04.55 


[Neldner is co-ordinating secretary of Churches' Drought Action in Africa (EPS 
86.04.50,51). This is excerpted from his report to the CDAA consultation 
held in Dakar, 7-11 April.] 


... It is not necessary here to catalogue how world-wide response of 
compassion by people from all walks of life resulted in the tremendous giving 
of aid, nor is it necessary to go into detail about the conflicting 
assessments of need, the lack of co-ordination, the cumbersomeness of the UN 
response, the tardiness of governments to meet or match the response of their 
own citizens, or the sometimes individual action of NGOs and their drawing on 
emotion or the way in which human suffering was portrayed in public media. I 
believe we can, however, claim some success as church networks in agreeing to 
carry out a co-ordinated response to the need and jointly to speak out of our 
common concern. ... 


In March 1984 we were daunted by the magnitude of the task that confronted us 
and asked whether we were engaging in mere tokenism or being naive in setting 
a target of one hundred million dollars. Our considerable efforts and 
results have given me, for one, a completely new insight to this story of the 
gospel and have absolutely convinced me that if we set aside our doubts, the 
doubts of the disciples, and follow Christ's command, improbable as it may 
seem to be - "Go and distribute what you have" - our five loaves and two 
fishes will feed a multitude and there will be much left over. 


In December 1984, when all that Africa needed was three million tons of food, 
there lay in the affluent countries of the North some 157 million tons of 
surplus grain in stores whose storage costs for the estimated 5 years before 
use would exceed the cost of shipment to Africa plus the expensive inland 
distribution costs. ... 


We have seen, however, that repeated food aid is no solution to the security 
of food supply, but at best a means of saving lives in the short term. 
Revitalization of agriculture, improvements of the nutritional condition of 
people, fair prices for primary produce, fair access to world markets, better 
management of food systems, justice, equality, peace, the elimination of 
corruption and the reduction of amounts spent on arms would be needed to 
resolve the crisis. ... 


We have seen a decline in governmental commitment to provide food aid, quite 


apart from longer-term recovery aid. Even in UN agencies it is being asked 
why, if the NGOs have raised so much money, hard-pressed governments with 
budgetary problems should increase their deficits to provide more aid? Is 


this privatization of aid? And what are we going to do about it? ... 


Another issue is that most of the two million tons of food needed in Africa 
this year, could be bought from surplus production in other African countries. 
... What is the threshold of public response - a public now accustomed to 
instantaneous reporting on radio and television from the remotest corners of 
the earth? For all this, how many people had to be reported as dying each 
day in camps in Ethiopia and elsewhere - was it 40 or 80 or 100? - before the 
depth of the crisis and the magnitude of human suffering was recognized and 
acted upon? ... 


Given the limitations of some of our own partners in Africa and in other 
developing countries, what have we learnt and what have we done about 
strengthening their capacity to respond to aid and to be involved in 
development? What emphasis have we put on training and sharing the 
experience we have gained over many years in improving support structures? ... 
- EPS 
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ECUVIEW/Joseph Candor: "Making the Indian Church Indian" EPS 86.04.56 
[This item is adapted from New Delhi-based SAR, a church news agency. ] 


"Why does the pope come to the altar for a eucharistic celebration with 


dancing girls accompanying him?" A few were heard remarking cynically at 
what they termed the bad example set by John Paul II at the Indira Gandhi 
stadium, New Delhi, on the first day of his Indian visit. "He is betraying 


the Christian identity", they added with concern. 


Their concern indicated one of the nagging issues the church faces in India: 
finding an Indian face to Christianity. When the pope allowed elements of 
Indian culture (brass lamps, application of sandalwood paste on his forehead 
as a sign of greeting), the church in India was being affirmed in its efforts 
to find its roots in this land of religions. 


But this creates heartburn in a section of Christians who fear that such 
adaptations would make the church lose its identity and become paganised. 
For they see Christianity in western garb, mostly what the colonial rulers 
left behind. In matters of faith, they nostalgically long for the pious 
practices of pre-Vatican II. 


This has been a matter of concern for those Christians who’ think 
"Christianity' in western garb only helps alienate it further from the 
mainstream of the land. Their worry is vindicated by the fact that despite a 
tradition of nearly 2000 years in India, Christianity is still considered by 
some as an alien religion. 


The pope embellished his speeches with a sprinkling of vernacular languages. 

He quoted Hindu sacred books, and chanted the song of ancient Indian sages: 
"asothama satgamaya" ("from unreal to real"). He greeted people everywhere 
in the typical Indian manner with folded hands. His reverence at the Gandhi 
samadhi (cremation ground), a Hindu by faith, and his description of the 
modern apostle of peace as a hero of humanity manifested the profound Gandhian 
influence on the _ pope. He quoted Gandhi in many of his speeches and 
homilies, and said the hope of the world lay in following Gandhian principles. 


In general, however, efforts to cultivate an Indian Christian culture have 
been sporadic and with varying degrees of success, though some European 
missionaries were able to assimilate their faith into local customs. Today 

in India, many Christians, including a number of priests, are called by Indian 
names. Even bishops have started wearing kurtas and pyjamas (Indian dress) 
with rudrakshamalas around their necks. 


India Christians adopt these forms to make their lives outwardly intelligible 
to the country's traditions. Indian modes of prayer, worship, and ashrams 
(hermitages) are important milestones in the inculturation movement. Priests 
offering mass wearing shawls and squatting on the floor like a Hindu poojari 
(priest) have become common. People recite Indian bhajans (religious chants) 
at Christian worship. 


As Christians started understanding the 'gods' of Hinduism they began to 
celebrate Diwali (festival of lights), Holi (festival of colour) and other 
important Hindu festivals. It was a Sikh who played Santa Claus during a 
Christmas celebration in Delhi last year. 


The inculturation movement has not been trouble-free. Besides misgivings 
within the church, major opposition outside the church sees it as a ploy to 
catch gullible Hindus, and a reaction to the failure of traditional missionary 
methods. — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Lesslie Newbigin: "The Church of South India Today" EPS 86.04.57 


[This item is excerpted from an article in the February issue of "CSI News", 
publication of the Church of South India Council in Great Britain. Newbigin 
is former CSI bishop in Madras. During a three-week visit to India in 
January, he addressed the CSI synod in Trivandrum. ] 


le The Dalits (formerly known as Harijans [or untouchables]) are 
increasingly demanding a role in the government of the church and of the 
nation, corresponding to their numerical strength in the church. They are 
increasingly unwilling to accept the appalling cruelty which the present 
social system inflicts on them. Parallels are beginning to be drawn with 
apartheid in South Africa. The problem for the church is: Can the struggle 
for justice by (and on behalf of) the Dalits be waged in such a way that it 
does not merely trigger new inter-caste conflicts within the church? 


2% There is an enormous amount of wealth about compared to earlier times. 
The urban middle class is increasingly dominant in the church as in the 
nation. This fuels a growing bad conscience among (especially) younger 
Christians, and the proliferation of ‘action groups' working for immediate 
rectification of the injustices suffered by the landless poor. These groups 
are generally financed from Germany, while there is a greatly increased 
financial involvement from the US in innumerable evangelical organizations. 
The theological polarisation is in danger of being made more dangerous by 
these rival sources of foreign funding. 


3. The CSI is developing a much more powerful central office than was 
formerly the case, with full-time ‘directors' for evangelism, education, 
medical work, and technical and vocational training. These have clearly a 


great potential for helping dioceses in these areas, and in view of the 
decision to centralise the distribution of all foreign funds have become 
almost a necessity if the synod working committee is to handle these enormous 
sums responsibly. 


But there is also anxiety that (like other churches before it) the CSI may 
lose something of its essential character through too much concentration of 
power in a big bureaucracy. Much of the pressure for this centralisation has 
come from the foreign boards, and I confess that - in spite of a vigorous 
defence of the new development in the synod - I retain some anxiety about it. 


4. The signs of growth are impressive. Everywhere there are new 
congregations coming into being. Vellore diocese claims to have doubled its 
membership in its first 10 years, and has built nearly 120 new village 
churches. There is also talk of harassment by the RSS [a militant Hindu 
group]. The fact that Christians of Dalit origin are denied the privileges 
available to their Hindu neighbours is a matter of deep and just resentment. 


Ss But always there are the evidences of the Spirit at work in countless 
ways, many of them mysterious beyond any human contriving. I had a long talk 
with a man who was - until recently - the leader of the RSS in one of the 
well-known towns of Tamilnadu. He had been a prosperous businessman and 
extremely active in harassing the local Christians. His conversion was, 
humanly speaking, the result of the fervent prayer of two very simple 
Christians who promised to pray for him when his business was in trouble. As 
so often, it was a vision which was decisive. He insisted on being baptised 
in face of the scepticism of the local pastor, and bishop. His business was 
destroyed; his wife tried to commit suicide; the local RSS tried, and are 
still trying, to have him killed. But he is radiant and utterly confident. 
It is this kind of thing which makes it impossible to be pessimistic about the 
church. - EPS 
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ECUTEXT: "Philippine Church Statement on Current Situation" EPS 86.04.58 


[This reaction to February's change of government in the Philippines was 
released (24 March) by the National Council of Churches in the Philippines. 
Its membership includes Reformed, Baptist, Methodist, United, Independent, 
Lutheran Anglican, and Salvation Army jurisdictions. Most Filipinos are 
counted as Christians, most of them Roman Catholic. ] 


People power, that which dismantled a long-entrenched dictatorial machinery of 
tyranny and oppression, is the power of the Filipino people. Its concrete 
gains were the workings of a mixture of people of varied political 
persuasions, faith expressions and Christian denominations but whose goal was 
one - the establishment of a just and humane society where justice, freedom 
and democracy prevail. 


The four-day people's uprising displayed to the whole world how a united 
people can, with relatively little bloodshed, settle a national conflict. 
This experience of united people power is indeed unique and distinct and now 
forms part of the arsenal of Filipino national experience. 


People power had an element of a national spiritual revival. In that 
crisis-moment of confrontation, there came out of every Filipino's being the 
spirit of oneness as children of the one true God. This oneness was 


expressed in the people's just crusade against the corruption, tyranny, 
oppression, and cultural decadence of the old regime. 


People power is of and by the people and its fruits must therefore redound to 
their benefit. Beyond the power already achieved by the people must be their 
continuing empowerment to fully actualize their potentials in sharing the 
collective task to rebuild the nation. 


Primordial concern now must be the full restoration and granting of the human 
and democratic rights and welfare of the people especially those who have 
suffered most their denial for the many long years of the Marcos dictatorship. 


The wounds of our nations are deep and grievous. The poison of graft, 
corruption and injustice had infected deeply the lives of our people and the 
system of our government. 


The healing of these wounds does not come from a superficial patching up 
treatment but from a radical transformation of our life and values both as a 
government and as a people. 


If this nation is going to realize its great potentials for the well-being of 
the people, the responsibility to chart its life and destiny must not depend 
only upon one man or woman, upon a political party or system. It must depend 
upon every individual Filipino, each one bound with others to build a just, 
free, and democratic nation that all of us can respect and be proud of. 


National rebuilding is a participative, collaborative work. It must go 
beyond partisanship, beyond vested interests, and even beyond any particular 
religious belief. 


With the new situation let us resolve to bind the wounds of our nation and 
rise from the ruins of the old dispensation. To rebuild from such ruins is 
the task of the present government and the people. 


As God told the prophet Jeremiah, from the overthrow and destruction of the 
old order must also be the task to "build and to plant" (Jeremiah 1:10). - 


(over) 


philippines/2 


Rebuilding and reconciliation are both urgent calls. And reconciliation in 
its fullest intent demands the fulfilment of the requirements of justice. 
Reconciliation with justice thus effects true healing. 


But how can sincere reconciliation begin especially with the minions of the 
past regime and with the same foreign influence and intervention around? How 
can a new government we intend to build be credible especially for those whose 
nightmarish experience of oppression and repression by the erstwhile regime 
demand more concretely now the fulness of justice, freedom and democracy? 


As early as 1983, the NCCP has already spoken of the conditions for national 
reconciliation. This conciliar statement proposes that for reconciliation to 
take place and for it to be real "we as a people should, before anything else, 
examine seriously the reasons and the causes that have brought about the 
separation, the suffering, the hostility and the brokenness that exist in our 
society today and resolve that in their place a new and just social and 
political order ... ‘where justice flows like a river and righteousness as a 
mighty stream' (Amos 5:24) be built and sought by us all". 


The council believes that reconciliation leads to unity as long as it is not 
"based upon an artificial peace and cosmetic justice". If peace and justice 
is "built upon the sand", it will not stand "it will only lead to greater 
suffering and more deep-seated hostility". 


The peace we need is with justice. As the prophet Isaiah said, "justice will 
dwell in the wilderness, and righteousness abide in the fruitful field. And 
the effect of righteousness will be peace, and the result of righteousness, 
quietness and trust forever." (Isaiah 32: 16-17) 


Ours is a continuing task and a collective opportunity to unmask and reject 
the evil remnants of the past. Total liberation from the remaining clutches 
of the past regime is not yet complete. Even then let us strengthen our 
hands and begin from where we are and what we have to shape and project the 
new. We have the hopes and aspirations of an awakened citizenry to 
continually grasp and concretely respond to. 


Let us build a nation whose life and destiny are determined by its own 
people; a nation where freedom is not a license to opportunism and 
selfishness but a responsibility to promote the common weal. 


Let us build a society which promotes the actualization of every person's 
potential as a human being; where respect for human dignity is definitive of 
all human transactions, and where economic opportunities redound justly and 
equitably to every citizen. 


Let us establish a government where the just and democratic rights of the 
governed are promoted and protected by those who govern; a government where 
those who wield the mantle of authority are held accountable to the people for 
its use. 


Last but not least, let us establish a government which is strong in its 
commitment to religious liberty where the spiritual aspirations of the people 
are protected and respected in all of their different expressions, not 
preferring the many over a few or one over all. 


For this we believe that the foundation of all human freedom is the freedom of 
the spirit. "Let us rise up and build". (Nehemiah 2:18) —- EPS 
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In 86.04.48: Change the date in line three of paragraph one to 1985. In line 
one of paragraph three, delete the last word [the]. 


The April issue of "Contact", bimonthly of the WCC Christian Medical 
Commission (Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20) focuses on wholistic healing in 
Indonesia. 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): 

Churches Respond to BEM, edited by Max Thurian {EPS 86.03.43]. Faith 
and Order Paper no. 129, it costs 15 Swiss francs, 7.50 US dollars, or 4.95 UK 
pounds. 

Foolishness to the Greeks: The Gospel and Western Culture, by Lesslie 
Newbigin. No. 6 in the WCC Mission Series, it costs 14.90 Swiss francs, 7.50 
US dollars, or 4.95 UK pounds. 


The report of the 1985 WCC Course for Leadership in Lay Training, "The World 
Has Many Faces," is available to journalists from WCC/RCL, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. 


The current (March) issue of the quarterly newsletter of the WCC youth office 
(Box 66; CH-1211 Geneva 20) has as its theme "Cross and Resurrection." It 
includes an Easter meditation; articles on Ecumenical Youth Service and World 
Youth Projects; reports on a national youth assembly in India, a Taizé youth 
gathering in Barcelona, and a consultation of Syndesmos (the world Orthodox 
youth organization); and a profile of Leah Tutu. 


A report of recent meetings of commissions of the Middle East Council of 
Churches is available from Larry Ekin, MECC, Box 1020, Limassol, Cyprus. Also 
available from him is background information on the International Christian 
Zionist Leadership Congress (in Basel, 27-29 August). 


WCC meetings: A calendar for through mid-1987 (as of 18 March) is available 
to journalists from EPS. 


Photos: The WCC photo section (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has material for 
use with EPS items. Also, its Photo Oikoumene catalogue is now being 
distributed separately, instead of as part of EPS. It is free service for 
those in the publications and/or audio-visual business. 


EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then ask for 
full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Tell us if you want to be on 
the telex list. 


EPS deadlines in May/June/July: (at 8h00 GMT): Tuesday, 27 May; Tuesday, 3 
June; Wednesday, 25 June; Tuesday, 1 July. (EPS appears about 40 times a 
year.) 


EPS printing: This issue, 24 April; next issue, 1 May. 


CHURCH REPS REACT TO Ecumenical Press 
US BOMBING OF LIBYA Service 86.04.59 


GENEVA - Church representatives in the US and other parts of the world have 
reacted against the US attack on Libya this month. Reactions ranged from 
condemnation of the raid as "immoral" by the World Council of Churches [text 
at the end of this item], to questioning by several US denominations of the US 
approach to combating "terrorism." 


In a message to Arie Brouwer, general secretary of the [US] National Council 
of Churches, Maxime Rafransoa, general secretary of the All Africa Conference 
of Churches, said "human life is sacred, whether one or a hundred. But even 
in conformity with Moses' law of an eye for an eye, one hundred victims to pay 
one American life in Berlin is not even''. He linked South African raids on 
countries around it, Israel's raid on PLO headquarters in Tunisia, and the US 
bombing of Tripoli and Benghazi, as all "consistent with the victimisation of 
the African continent ... already suffering from calamities". He added a 
prayer "that the vicious circle of violence would stop before it is too late". 


Brouwer wrote to US President Ronald Reagan that "terrorism thus met begets 
more terrorism and terrorists. Each act increases the spiral of violence 
causing more loss of life - including ... American life.'' He called the 
bombing not only an attack on Libya, but also "an attack on America ... by 
increasing the danger to Americans everywhere from more acts of terrorism, and 
by attacking those traditions and values which have given the American 
experience its significance for the rest of the world". He aid "justice is 
not achieved by the vengeful flexing of military muscles. Justice requires us 
to address the deep underlying issues of injustice." He prayed that "you will 
turn away from these destructive policies of military confrontation". 


Voicing fears of a setback to the process of superpower dialogue, Martin 
Kruse, chairman of the council of the Evangelical [Lutheran, Reformed, United] 
Church in [West] Germany (EKD), and EKD bishop for West Berlin, said "those of 
us in Berlin are especially concerned [about the increased threat of war 
world-wide] because the attack on a Berlin disco is one of the reasons given 
to justify this military escalation". 


The Federation of Protestant Churches in Sicily, the Italian Baptist-Methodist 
-Reformed (Waldensian) peace-and-disarmament commission, and the Federation of 
Protestant Youth in Italy expressed "deep indignaton for the crime". They 
urged the US Congress (parliament) and people to "demand a stop to and 
reversal of a war policy in the Mediterranean". 


The Council of Churches for Wales wrote to UK Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher, criticising her permission for the US attack from UK bases. 
Describing the attack as "an attempt to satisfy a domestic opinion hungry for 
reprisal", the council said "terrorism can best be countered by increased 
security, and the removal of the environment of perceived injustice in which 
terrorism breeds". The statement added that "Libya is not the sole author of 
world terrorism, and in the view of many, not the principal author". 


President Ian Tanner of the Uniting Church in Australia urged the Australian 
government to convey to the US “its grave concern over the bombing of a major 
population centre in Libya, and the threat of continued military actions which 
jeopardise world peace. Our church respects the right to counter terrorism, 
but not the right to effect a disproportionate terrorism in reply." 


Calling "the ugly spirit of retaliation ... completely un-Christian and 
self-defeating", Alan Walker, World Methodist Council evangelism director, 
said the US "has deeply disappointed its friends round the world". - (over) 


libya/2 


Many US church leaders warned of a continuing spiral of violence. Calling the 
assault "both morally questionable and fundamentally imprudent", Avery Post, 
president of the United Church of Christ, and John Humbert, general minister 
and president of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) said that "as 
Christians, we bear a large measure of responsibility for our government's 
preference for military solutions to negotiated ones, whether in the Middle 
East or Central America”. 


Robert Neff, general secretary of the Church of the Brethren, criticized the 
US administration's "blatant disregard for international law", not only in 
Libya, but also in "actions against the nation of Nicaragua [and] the invasion 
of Granada". "Roaming the world with gun in hand will not bring peace but 
will beget even greater lawlessness", he added. 


Edmond Lee Browning, presiding bishop of the [Anglican] Episcopal Church, said 
he prays "that the motivations and course of our actions will be consistent 
with the purity of our intentions, and that they truly reflect our search for 
a lasting peace in the Middle East". He asked that Reagan “withdraw our 
forces and make it clear to the world that this has been a measured effort to 
bring the blight of terrorism to an end". 


James Andrews, stated clerk of the Presbyterian Church (USA), called on the US 
government to “cease American participation in renewed violence, and to seek a 
way to negotiate solutions that will reduce the tide of vengeance by 
addressing the basic problems that lead desperate people to confront our 
nation and world with a policy of deliberate terrorism". 


kA KE ER PR BME KR RTS XTRAS 


[This statement was issued by Patrick Coidan, assistant general secretary of 
the World Council of Churches, acting for WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, 
who was in Rome at the time (EPS 86.04.48.):] 


"The World Council of Churches expresses its profound sympathy for all those 
who have suffered as a result of the US raid on Libya. The WCC condemns this 
attack as immoral and as_ seriously violating laws and norms governing 
international relations. The claim that it is an act of self-defence is 
untenable and the raid is a clear breach of the provisions of the Charter of 
the United Nations. ... The WCC supports the NCCC-USA [the [US] National 
Council of Churches] and its member churches in their efforts to build public 
opinion and to influence their government along these lines [of opposition to 
the US use of force in the area]. 


"The military action by the USA is fraught with serious consequences. It is 
likely to lead to a new spiral of violence and also heightens tensions in a 
region which is already volatile. The WCC is deeply concerned about the 
spread of international terrorism, but is convinced that it cannot be solved 
by acts of war or violent retaliation. The growing trend towards the threat 
and use of force to settle disputes is deplorable and endangers the 
sovereignty and territorial integrity of many independent nations. 


"The WCC appeals to the Security Council of the United Nations to take 
immediate steps to avoid the escalation of conflict in the Mediterranean and 
neighbourhood. The international community has to make new concerted 
political efforts to deal with the problem. During this period of increasing 


tensions in the world, the WCC upholds in its prayers all the people affected 
by this conflict. - EPS 


MINISTRY RECONCILIATION Ecumenical Press 
STEPS COMMENDED IN WALES Service 86.04.60 


CARDIFF - The commission of the Covenanted Churches in Wales (CCW) has 
commended a report on "steps to be taken by the Covenanted Churches to achieve 
a complete interchangeability of ministers". CCW includes Anglican, Baptist, 
Methodist, Reformed (Presbyterian), and United (URC) participation. 


CCW described the report, "Ministry in a Uniting Church: From Recognition to 
Reconciliation", as marking "a historical step in the search for unity" among 
CCW members. It observes that "a fully reconciled ministry will only be 
possible within a uniting church, and therefore outlines the pattern of 
ministry to be adopted in a uniting church, and the steps towards the 
inauguration of the scheme of union which would bring this about". 


CCW members are invited to respond to the report by the end of next year, but 
the commission cautions them to "resist the temptation to see the uniting 
church of the future as their own denomination writ large, and to ask other 
churches to change in order to fit in with their present self-understanding 
and pattern. Instead, each must ask of itself: How can we be renewed and 
changed in order to receive God's gift of unity." 


The commission also urges that consideration of the report be coupled with 
"effort to share ministry at the local level" within the CCW guidelines, 
"Sharing Ministry". It says that "such local sharing of ministry will create 
an environment in which this document can be considered with insight and from 
experience". 


The CCW report refers to the "urgency" and “crisis proportions" of ministry 
questions in parts of Wales, notably the rural north-west and the valleys of 
the industrial south, and "the difficulties in developing the sort of 
leadership the churches need if they are to respond to the missionary 
challenge of the times. The search for one church, renewed for mission", it 
adds, "is not an academic exercise which can be conducted at a leisurely pace". 


The report notes its debt to a 1980 CCW report, "Principles of Visible Unity 
in Wales" (to which CCW members gave general approval), and to the 1982 World 
Council of Churches text, "Baptism, Eucharist, Ministry", and the more recent 
report of the Anglican/Reformed International Commission, ''God's Reign and Our 
Unity". 


The second part of the new CCW report makes suggestions about "inaugurating a 
new pattern of ministries", in which it urges that the Welsh church learn from 
"mistakes" made in one effected (Church of South India, 1947) and two failed 
(Anglican/Methodist in England, 1968; Anglican/Methodist/United/Moravian in 
England, 1982) plans for church union. 


It also urges that those working on church union get "the language straight" 
when referring to "recognition" of ministries, "apostolic/episcopal 
succession", and "laying on of hands and ordination." 


As outlined in the report, the act of inauguration for a united church in 
Wales would include "reonciliation of the churches", "reconciliation of the 
ministries, by the mutual laying on of hands of representatives of each of the 
participating churches", and "ordination of new bishops" for the united church. 
It also suggests things to do "in the meantime’ - "local acts of 
reconciliation", and "parallel ordinations" (perhaps using a "common 
ordination service"). - EPS 


EUROPEAN ECUMENICAL Ecumenical Press 
SATELLITE GROUP BEGUN Service 86.04.61 


STRASBOURG - A meeting of 25 communications professionals from 10 European 
countries and Canada (here, 16-18 April) formed the European Ecumenical 
Satellite Conference. 


The EESC continuation committee is to consider setting up an office in 
Brussels to relate to appropriate European organizations, about ecumenical 
concerns in light of new developments in communication technologies in Europe. 
It would work alongside the office there of UNDA, an international Roman 
Catholic communication organization. 


The committee is also to consider establishing a research unit. 


Committee convener is Hans Wolfgang Hessler, director of the Association for 
Christian Communication of the Evangelical [Lutheran, Reformed, United] Church 
in [West] Germany [and West Berlin]. Based at the Lutheran World Federation 
in Geneva, the committee's contact person is Norman Hjelm, LWF communiction 
director. 


The meeting was sponsored by the London-based World Association for Christian 
Communication, together with the communications departments of the LWF and 
World Council of Churches. It was chaired by English Anglican Bishop Colin 
James, a former BBC producer who chairs the UK Religion Advisory Committee. - 
EPS 


VATICAN, WORLD COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
OF CHURCHES STAFFS MEET Service 86.04.62 
GENEVA/ROME - Representatives of the Vatican Congregation for the 


Evangelisation of Peoples and its Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity 
met (in Geneva, 9-11 April) with staff of the Commission for World Mission and 
Evangelism of the World Council of Churches. 


They also met with staff from other parts of the WCC, particularly on issues 
of justice, peace, integrity of creation, ecumenical learning, and faith and 
order. 


CWME Director Eugene Stockwell said he hopes such exchanges can develop into 
collaboration in programmes. He noted that such Vatican-CWME staff meetings 
used to be annual, but have not been regular over the past few years. 


The same week (in Rome, 10-12 April), Diana Eck, moderator of the WCC Dialogue 
Working Group, and staff of the WCC Sub-Unit on Dialogue with People of Living 
Faiths (DFI) had their annual joint staff meeting with staff of the Vatican 
Secretariat for Non-Christians, led by its president, Francis Cardinal Arinze. 


DFI Director Wesley Ariarajah said information was shared and plans were 
initiated for programme co-operation in coming years. 


Meeting with the WCC group, Pope John Paul spoke of the need to strengthen 
links and dialogue with people of other religious traditions. The group's 
meeting next year is in Geneva. - EPS 


SCIENTISTS, THEOLOGIANS ON Ecumenical Press 
IMPLICATIONS OF EVOLUTION Service 86.04.63 


LOCCUM (FRG) - Arguments about evolution and creation were discussed by 
scientists and, theologians here (March 13-16), under the asupices of the 
German Research Society. One participant, Jay McDaniel, representing the 
church-and-society sub-unit of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches said 
the conference's value "was not that theological answers were given, but 
rather that questions were intensified and raised to a higher level of 


complexity". 


None of the theologians, he said, argued that creation accounts in the Bible 
should be taken literally, or evolution denied. Rather, they showed how their 
various traditions - Anglican, Lutheran, Roman Catholic - “opened the door for 
a positive acceptance, and indeed an appreciation, of evolution within a 
theological context". 


After hearing the scientists explain evolution and its current scientific 
understanding, the theologians grappled with such questions as_ the 
relationship of God and evil. For example, does indifference to individual 
organisms, and violence inherent in evolution mean God sanctions violence and 


waste? Is God in any way guiding evolution? -— EPS 
SWISS CHURCH REPS REFLECT Ecumenical Press 
PEOPLE'S PLACE IN NATURE Service 86.04.64 


[This item was compiled by Uwe Arnhold of the WCC church-and-society staff. ] 


GENEVA - Nature is not merely "Umwelt" (the world around us), but "Mitwelt" 
(the world we are part of), according to a recent memorandum from the the 
Working Group of Christian Churches in Switzerland (ACK, which’ groups 
denominations which account for most of the country's Christians). The ACK 
document, "Being Human within the Wholeness of Creation", discusses the 
biblical status of the human being among other creatures. 


The memorandum strongly opposes the view of freedom as license to accomplish 
one's individual desires. Rather than ruthless self-realisation, freedom it 
holds, includes solidarity with one's fellow human beings. 


This view is extended to nature, about which it urges a stronger consideration 
of the extreme danger to creation. Human modesty and renunciation are the 
only hope for nature, it argues. The Genesis command to "fill the earth and 
subdue it" is not license to exploit, but particular responsibility to 
cultivate and preserve nature, it holds. 


In spite of increasing current concern for the environment, the memorandum 
sees no more than hesitant change, with lifestyles still stressing convenience 
and luxury, with low regard for nature. It suggests that most environmental 
preservation measures are based on the theory that all injuries can be healed 
by new technological inventions - repair instead of preservation. 


The memorandum suggests 51 measures to address problems of consumption, waste, 
energy, traffic, soil, and forms of settlement. One criterion is that where 
the effect of a development on nature is doubtful, harmlessness rather than 
harmfulness should have to be proved. - EPS 


650 NICARAGUAN PASTORS Ecumenical Press 
ON ECUMENICAL RETREAT Service 86.04.65 


LA BOQUITA (Nicaragua) - About 650 Protestant pastors gathered for the fourth 
inter-denominational retreat organised by the Evangelical Committee for Aid to 
Development (CEPAD), here (7-10 April), despite controversy the previous week 
over CEPAD's right to organise such a meeting. There were also pastors from 
other countries, including 10 from Cuba, CEPAD reports. The first such 
retreat - meant for pastors from all of Nicaragua's about 80, mostly small, 
Protestant denominations - took place in September 1974. 


CEPAD described the three-hour visit of Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega (10 
April) as a "highlight of the week". He spoke about Christian roots of the 
Sandinista revolution, which led to the current government in 1979, and then 
responded to "questions, complaints, and suggestions about government 
policy". He also saw the baptism in the ocean of five members of the former 
government's national guard, a response to efforts of an evangelical prison 
ministry. They were let out of prison for the day for the event. 


CEPAD's right to organise the retreat was challenged by officials of the 
National Council of Evangelical Pastors of Nicaragua (CNPEN) in an open letter 
to CEPAD President Gustavo Parajon. The letter was published (2 April) in a 
six-column front-page spread in the opposition newspaper, "La Prensa". 


At a news conference (4 April), Parajon emphasised CEPAD's ministry of church 
dialogue and reconciliation in Nicaragua and abroad (especially the US), in 
the midst of foreign aggression against Nicaragua. Formed for relief and 
development after a 1972 earthquake destroyed much of the capital, Managua, 
CEPAD has also gradually developed various other programmes. 


The CNPEN challenge was discussed at  CEPAD's general assembly _ by 
representatives of its 46 member denominations (3 April). Speakers said CEPAD 
is the official forum at which denominations come together, while CNPEN is a 
group of pastors, not officially representing the denominations. 


The assembly was also addressed by Ligia Molina Campos, registers director in 
the associations department of the government justice ministry. Delegates 
discussed with her their opposition to a government circular requiring 
denominations to submit details of membership and finances. Tomas Tellez, 
chairman of CEPAD's commission on juridical affairs and human rights, told her 
the questions (such as how many candidates denominations have for baptism) are 
too petty, and the tone of her circular too authoritarian. 


Reiterating the government's guarantee of religious freedom, Campos said the 
government recognises the role of Christianity, particularly in Latin America. 
Acknowledging the constructive work of the church in Nicaragua, she said any 
government must regulate all organisations that function in the country. She 
said the government does not know the identity of leaders of evangelical 
campaigns, even in war zones. 


She is ashamed, she added, at not having such figures as how many 
denominations there are or where pastors study, to help her answer questions 
on religious persecution, which come to her "in bunches" when she travels 
abroad. She noted that the law was discussed in the council of state, where 
Christians - including one she noticed at the general assembly (former CEPAD 
staff member Sixto Ulloa) - could speak. 


Asked why the Roman Catholic Church was not sent a questionnaire, Campos said 
she began with the "multitudes" of Protestant denominations, but that Roman 
Catholics would also be asked for similar information. - EPS 
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EFFORTS FOR 'JUST PEACE' Ecumenical Press 
IN SRI LANKA SAID URGENT Service 86.04.66 


GENEVA - "Effective actions for a just peace" are urgently needed to resolve 
the decade-old ¢onflict in Sri Lanka, according to Tissa Balasuriya, a Roman 
Catholic priest who directs the Colombo-based Centre for Society and Religion 
(CSR). Non-governmental organisations (NGOs) as well as religious and peace 
groups must work for this, he told World Council of Churches staff members 
here during a tour of Europe this month. 


In particular, he asked NGOs to ensure that armed conflicts in small, poor 
countries are not sustained from abroad in the interests of the international 
arms industry, and to press their governments to persue an active "option for 
a just peace" in areas such as his instead of narrow military or economic 
interests, He hoped peace groups in west Europe and the US could come 
together in an international coalition for peace in Sri Lanka. 


It is not too late, he said, but a swift political solution is imperative to 
pull the country out of the "spiral" of violence and hatred. "Our society is 
being brutalised", he said. 'We are getting used to living with terror and 
horror. ... There is almost a macabre glee expressed by people (reflected in 
the media) over the killing of persons of the other side." 


He said people in Western aid-giving countries have "a major obligation" to 
influence public opinion, since the 32 billion (thousand million) Sri Lankan 
rupees provided by the Western aid consortium formed 45 percent of the Sri 
Lankan budget, indirectly allowing large arms spending. Tamil groups too get 
sophisticated arms, which they are able to use from bases in India, he noted. 
He asked peace groups in aid-giving countries to stress the need for "an 
environment of peace, in which development aid can be used fruitfully". 


As a result of the increasing violence on both sides, he said one of every 
seven or eight Tamils (the minority ethnic group in the Indian Ocean island 
nation) is now a refugee - about 141,000 displaced within the country, 125,000 
in India, and about 50,000 in Europe. Those Europeans who oppose the presence 
of these refugees should understand the links of the refugee problem with arms 
sales and inter-government aid, he added. 


The "peace thrust'"' by groups such as his in Sri Lanka has_ included 
demonstrations, he said, despite threats of arrest under’ emergency 
regulations. He added that alleged guerrillas, detained without evidence, 
have been released after legal efforts by citizens’ committees. 


People have been taught other communites' languages in “education for peace" 
programmes, which have also included poster exhibitions, slide shows and 
seminars, he reported. 


He also said the Citizens' Committee for National Harmony and several other 
organisations are sponsoring a Refugee Week (22-29 June) to increase 
awareness. If mecessary approvals are given, he added, an island-wide 
"refugee flag day'' is to be organised the last Friday in June. 


Balasuriya expressed hope in Sri Lankan government talks with the Tamil United 
Liberation Front party, which he said has implicit support from armed groups. 
Emphasising the importance of mediation efforts by the Indian government, he 
noted that the Indians seemed to be "getting cheesed off"' by the Sri Lankan 


government's unwillingness to offer enough for the Tamil groups to accept a 
settlement. On the other hand, he recounted Sri Lankan complaints that India 
allows armed Tamil units safe sanctuary after assaults in Sri Lanka. —- EPS 


SA CHURCH COUNCIL REPORTS Ecumenical Press 
POLICE ATTACK IN TOWNSHIP Service 86.04.67 


JOHANNESBURG - The South African Council of Churches office here reported an 
urgent plea (23 April) from the black (segregated) township of Alexandra 
"calling all priests from SACC to help them as they were attacked by the 
police last night". Five people were reported killed in the police attack. 


SACC Assistant General Secretary Dan Vaughan quoted witnesses that seven 
houses were razed and more than 30 cars "destroyed by fire and bullets. 
Security forces set up roadblocks around the township, he added. SACC staff 
member Wolfram Kistner led a group to Alexandra "to assess [the] position at 
first hand". 


Vaughan also reported that the previous night, police "fired gas and took 
three children (since released)" after an "orderly" prayer meeting in 
Middelburg (the Cape area). The meeting prayed for seven church workers 
detained in the past few days. After police arrested the meeting's leaders, 
Vaughan said local leaders "fear reaction of people, as police patrol this 
morning with guns ready". 


In Harare (22 April), SACC General Secretary C.F. Beyers Naudé said, “we are 
simply moving towards a revolution and have now come to a point where there is 
no looking back. The resistance of the oppressed blacks is increasingly 
becoming a massive momentum. ... The racist regime, on the other hand, is 
increasing its brutality. ... Only last week, a grave containing 32 bodies was 
discovered, and the government blamed it on witchcraft." - EPS 


Tutu elected Anglican archbishop of southern Africa EPS 86.04.68 
JOHANNESBURG - Nobel Peace Prize winner Desmond Tutu, now the Anglican bishop 


of Johannesburg, was elected [14 April] Anglican archbishop of Cape Town. As 
such, he heads the [Anglican] Church of the Province of Southern Africa, which 
includes dioceses in South Africa, Lesotho, Swaziland, Mozambique, and the 
British island of St Helena. Effective 1 September, he succeeds the retiring 
Philip Russell. Tutu is the first black chosen for the post. - EPS 


Council of Churches for Wales agenda EPS 86.04.69 
ABERYSTWYTH (Wales) - On the agenda of the semi-annual meeting of the Council 


of Churches for Wales (here, 1 May) are a paper on peace and disarmament, a 
resolution on the US "strategic defense initiative", the situation in South 
Africa, and ecumenical discussions in Britain. - EPS 


Jewish agency asks WCC, Vatican support for Waldheim probe EPS 86.04.70 


NEW YORK - The International Jewish Committee on Interreligious Consultations 
- which includes the World Jewish Congress, Synagogue Council of America, 
American Jewish Committee, Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith, and Israel 
Jewish Council for Interreligious Consultation - is urging the Vatican and the 
World Council of Churches, with which it engages in interfaith dialogue, to 
support an investigation into the past of former UN Secretary General Kurt 
Waldheim. Waldheim, a candidate in next month's Austrian presidential 
elections, has been accused by some newspapers and Jewish groups of 
involvement in Nazi war crimes during World War II. - EPS 


New Vatican document on ‘liberation theology' EPS 86.04.71 
ROME - The Vatican issued (5 April) a 15,000-word document, "Instruction on 
Christian Freedom and Liberation", which discusses "liberation theology". 
Though it warns against excesses of the theology's ideas and activities, 
commentators generally rated it as more conciliatory on the issue than a 


previous Vatican document, released in September 1984 (EPS 84.09.15). - EPS 


"The Lord's Airline' plans Miami-Holy Land flights EPS 86.04.72 


MIAMI - Reuter news agency reports from here that a "new business for prayer 
and profit" - the Lord's Airline - plans to specialize in taking US Jews and 
Christians on pilgrimages to Jerusalem and the Holy Land. Alcohol will be 
prohibited; Bibles will be distributed instead of in-flight magazines; 
religious music, sermons, religious discussions, and Bible stories will be 
available over headphones; and inflight movies will have biblical themes. - EPS 


WCC's Christian Medical Commission meets EPS 86.04.73 
ATLANTA - The Christian Medical Commission, part of the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches, met here this month. Issues on the agenda included the 
disease Aids, the role of church hospitals in primary health care, health 
issues for black women, and the financing of primary health care. The 
commissioners planned pre- and post-meeting visits, including Nicaragua. The 
meeting also featured a day-long workshop (26 April) on the changing role of 
the health mission of the church. - EPS 


Chile's RC bishops ask constitutional revision EPS 86.04.74 
SANTIAGO - Following their meeting this month, Chile's Roman Catholic bishops 


urged the government to revise the 1980 constitution to provide full justice 
and end violence plaguing the country. According to a report here from 
Rome-based IPS news agency, the release of the bishops' text, "Justice or 
Violence", coincides with continuing political violence in the country, the 
first anniversary of the unsolved murder of three church workers, and demands 
from the opposition and some members of the government that aspects of the 
constitution be re-examined. - EPS 


Mexican RC bishops condemn 'sects' EPS 86.04.75 
GUADALJARA (Jalisco/Mexico) - Mexico's Roman Catholic bishops, meeting here, 


have condemned religious "sects", many with strong logistical and financial 
support from people in the US, on grounds that they sow familiar and national 
disintegration. - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "MECC Statement on Christian Zionist Leadership Congress" EPS 86.04.76 


[At its meeting (16-18 April) in Limassol (Cyprus), the executive committee of 
the Middle East Council of Churches offered its views about a meeting last 
August in Basel (Switzerland), "The International Christian Zionist Leadership 
Congress", which described itself as a meeting to "show our support and to 
speak up for the state" of Israel.] 


.-. Conscious of our responsibilities towards the Christian community and the 
world public opinion, we underline that, in spite of many _ religious 
references, this meeting has an overt political character. 


We condemn the misuse of the Bible and the abuse of religious sentiments in an 
attempt to sacralize the creation of a state and legitimate the policies of a 
government. 


It should go without saying that no group can presume to speak on behalf of 
the Christians of the Middle East except the churches of this region. In 
view of the fact that the Basel conference has attempted to do this, we find 
it necessary to reject publicly its resolutions and recommendations. 


We reaffirm our commitment to justice and peace in the Middle East and 
throughout the world. We see this commitment as an expression of our 
faithfulness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ and of genuine concern for those 
who suffer and are deprived of their fundamental rights. ... 


ECUTEXT: ‘Caribbean Church Assembly Issues" EPS 86.04.77 


[The Fourth General Assembly of the Caribbean Conference of Churches —- which 
groups Methodist, Anglican, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Reformed, Disciples, 
Baptist, Moravian, Salvation Army, United, Pentecostal, and Oriental Orthodox 
jurisdictions - is scheduled 4-9 September in Barbados. This summary of 
assembly issues was provided by the CCC assembly planning unit. Assembly 
theme is "Jesus Christ - Justice, Hope, Peace". ] 


ECUMENISM: The stresses of our time create new preoccupations for the 
churches in the region. This may be responsible for ecumenism having a lower 
priority for the churches than the matter of plain survival. Further, we 
will have to reflect upon the crisis in ecumenism as a global phenomenon. At 
the same time we will attempt to come to terms with the need to take our 
ecumenical activity to the level of working for church unity. After a decade 
of coming at unity from another direction, the time may be here for us to 
begin to confront it head-on. The assembly must commission this new focus. 


JUSTICE: Justice has retained its place upon the church's agenda. As, in 
the wake of economic crisis and the resultant social dislocation people are 
bruised and broken and ‘deprived of their glory', the church is called to take 
a side. We are called to proclaim a solution which rejects the economic and 
social prescriptions of the major opinion-makers of the world and to point to 
Him who transcends these traps and really sets persons free. We shall focus 
upon the national surveys that attempt to furnish to the churches a profile on 
poverty and thereby to inform the churches' action in favour of the poor. 


HOPE: The universal concern about the future and the present is an echo of 
our own, The economic and social crises gripping the world and the region 
have created much despair, even among some men and women of faith as they see 
their world collapse, their families disintegrate, their security evaporate in 
the flames of unemployment and other disasters. 


At least three options are available - to 'cop out' by adopting a religious 
pietism which ignores the reality of now; to self-destruct, as many are doing 
through drug abuse and alcoholism or through a-social and anti-social 
lifestyles; or to claim Christ's promises now and so to say 'no' to death 
while saying 'yes' to life NOW. This would imply taking action ourselves to 
ensure that Christ's promises are not projected so far into the future that 
they appear unrealisable and in fact become so. 


PEACE: 1986 has been declared the "International Year of Peace". The 
churches thus have a _ ready-made opportunity to focus once more upon this 
issue. We could "buy" the popular but fallacious notion that the threat to 
peace in this region is situated within the East/West ideological struggle and 
SO once more give our blessing to military adventurism in the region. We 
will be bidden to attend to the ecological threat which militarization 
constitutes for the region. 


We will raise the issue of the new vulnerability which we are courting by 
permitting certain types of installations on our soil. Nuclear tracking 
stations, for example, are among the first devices that opposing forces will 
seek to neutralize in any confrontation. We will also raise questions about 
militarization as a strategy for problem-solving. We will examine the "Rambo 
mentality" which enters into an enemy syndrome and proposes to solve problems 
by annihilating those in whom we judge the problem to reside. 


Even more importantly, however, we will seek to understand and to proclaim 
God's "SHALOM" - a wholeness and wholesomeness which are a part of Christ's 
promise and of His mandate to His followers. - EPS 
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ECUTEXT: "World Youth Message" EPS 86.04.78 


[This message was prepared by the Youth Working Group of the Geneva-based 
World Council of Churches, during its meeting in Iloilo City (Philippines), 
13-17 April.] 


--- Out of our commitment to build an Ecumenical Youth Movement, and in line 
with our priorities, we affirm that the oppression of God's people in one part 
of the world demands the concern and solidarity of the movement everywhere. 


In view of this, we share the following with you: 


During our stay in the Philippines we had the opportunity to gain an insight 
into the struggles of the Filipino people. We rejoice that the removal of 
Ferdinand Marcos has created more room to manoeuvre and advance some of the 
people's demands for justice. 


This, however, does not mean that their struggles are over. Significant 
vestiges of the Marcos regime remain. 


Many forces (a major one being United States presence) continue to dominate 
the society. They are responsible for continued human rights abuses, and the 
existence of injustice, poverty in urban and rural communities and even child 
labour. 


We support the struggle of the Filipino people to dismantle these forces. We 
also support their efforts to recover the hidden wealth of former President 
Marcos which in fact belongs to the Filipino people. Large portions of this 
wealth are reportedly deposited in Swiss banks, and invested in real estate in 
the United States. 


We are aware of and in solidarity with the youth of Korea in their long 
struggle for the revision of their nation's constitution and _ the 
democratization of Korean society. With them, we look forward to _ the 
creation of a society based on justice and respect for human rights. 


We are filled with shock and disgust at the news of the bombing by the United 
States of Tripoli and Benghazi in Libya. This act has resulted in the death 
of many innocent civilians, and has aggravated the already tense situation in 
the Middle East. The fact that this action is seen in that region as an 
attack on the Arab world, only creates further anxiety. 


We have also taken note of the US House of Representatives' vote to reject 
President Reagan's proposal to provide 100 million US dollars in support of 
the "contras" in Nicaragua. However, we know that the Reagan administration 
will not relent in its desire to give substantial support to the "contras". 


This intention remains a problem that undermines the Nicaraguan people's 
efforts to build a new society. It also makes it more difficult for the 
Contadora Group and others to mediate in the conflict and find a peaceful 
solution. 


Motivated by the biblical call for justice and righteousness, we understand 
that it is our Christian duty to fight the forces that promote death and 
negate justice. 


We therefore commit ourselves, and call on young Christians everywhere, to 
stand in solidarity with the suffering of our people, and to support their 
struggle to build a new creation. —- EPS 


ECUVIEW/Jun Sabug: "The Ecumenical Youth Movement" EPS 86.04.79 


[Sabug is moderator of the Youth Working Group of the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches. This item is excerpted from Sabug's report to the YWG 
Meeting this month in the Philippines. The references to EYM are to 
"ecumenical youth movement", ] 


The prevailing concept of ecumenical movement is that it is a First World- 
oriented, church-based movement. Young people from Europe and North America 
have been in the forefront of this type of ecumenical movement. Many 
ecumenical leaders of today look back with nostalgia to the days when young 
people were very much in the centre of the ecumenical movement ... in the West. 


As an expression of this role, the WCC youth department in Geneva had a staff 
of 12 in the 50s and 60s. The EYM in those days was perceived as strong and 
alive. From those heights, however, the WCC youth office, as an institutional 


expression of the EYM, has fallen. The present youth sub-unit has only two 
executive staff members. Does it mean that the EYM has been crushed? 
Yes. However, what has been crushed is the EYM as it has been perceived. 


In a way, we should all be thankful for this development. After all, when an 
institution begins to move in a separate direction from the movement that 
brought about that institution, it then becomes irrelevant. What is really 
happening is that the institutionalized EYM could no longer meet the needs of 
even the European young people. We have to look towards a death of an old 
idea in order to build on its ashes a new, vigorous EYM. This has biblical 
truth. In order to do this, we should all change our thinking and shift our 
attitudes towards a new vision for the EYM and in the process again provide 
the leadership in the ecumenical movement carrying this new vision. We must 
have a new vision in conformity with the will and plan of our Lord and 
Saviour, operating within the context of our Christian faith. 


The fact that we are having this meeting in Asia is a recognition of the fact 
that Asia - and indeed the whole of the so-called Third World is the source of 
the new vision for the ecumenical movement. We say this not out of pride and 
arrogance, but as a statement of fact. Ecumenical history is a history of 
those who wrote the history in Western languages and based on their own 
experience. It appears that the ecumenical movement in the Third World 
existed only as a subsidiary of the Western ecumenical movement, when in fact, 
the ecumenical movement in Asia and other Third World regions have a much 
longer and deeper history as it has always been tied up to the aspirations of 
Asian and Third World peoples. 


Our experience in building an ecumenical youth movement in Asia makes us 
transcend denominational distinctions in our struggle for justice, peace and 
self-determination. We have learned that we can achieve real unity in Christ 
by participating actively in people's movements. In the process we have 
developed a new ecumenical vision that is grounded in a people's church that 
addresses itself to the real needs of our people. This people's church then 
exists in the context of the people's struggle. Our new vision of the 
ecumenical movement revolves around it. 


Despite the weakening of the institutionalized ecumenical movement in the 
First World, the EYM in the Third World continues to be alive and strong. 
The Third World is a source of inspiration. Korean youth were in the 
forefront of the struggle against Japanese domination in 1911. Filipino 
youth have been consistently fighting US imperialism since the beginning of 
the century, in the 1960s and even more so today. In South Africa, 60% of 
those killed are youth. We could go on and give examples of youth who are in 
the forefront of their people's struggles in the Third World. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Robert Nowell: "Letter from London" EPS 86.04.80 


"Keep Sunday Special" was the slogan of the campaign to prevent the UK 
government going ahead with its plans to sweep away all regulations on Sunday 
trading. The opposition came from small shopkeepers who did not want to find 
themselves forced to work a seven-day week, trade unions worried that 
shop-workers would increasingly be forced to work on Sundays, and the 
ehurches, which were united in their opposition to total deregulation, though 
generally recognizing that current anomalies could do with some tidying up. 


The anomalies are rich in absurdity. Legally you can buy a razor blade if 
you want to use it to cut your corns (a surgical use), but not if you want to 
shave with it; girlie magazines but not a copy of the Bible; fresh milk but 
mot dried or tinned; meals or refreshments, but not fish and chips from a 
fish and chip shop. The government's case has been that there is no logical 
stopping-place between a total ban. 


The churches' view, expressed for example by the [Anglican] Church of 
England's general synod last July, has been "that every society needs a 
publicly expressed day of rest and recreation, such as the Christian Sunday 
has provided, and that society also needs symbols which point beyond market 
forces as the determining aspect of our life in community". 


For their part, the Roman Catholic bishops of England and Wales said they did 
not opposepeople's liberty to enjoy Sunday as they wished, provided this (1) 
did not create more difficulty for those who wanted to keep up observance of 
Sunday worship and (2) did not "impose great inconvenience, unreasonable 
pressure or disproportionate disadvantage on other members of the community". 


One of the government's strongest arguments was that there are no legal 
restrictions on Sunday trading in Scotland and that this did not seem to have 
damaged the pattern of life north of the border. But the prospect of 
unlimited Sunday trading south of the border inevitably spreading north to 


affect Scotland too - since most of the large retail companies have their 
headquarters south of the border and would only get geared up for Sunday 
trading if it were allowed south of the border - alarmed the Scottish 


churches. They described the shops bill as "probably an even greater threat 
to the Scottish Sunday than current trends". Indeed, the prospect of the 
bill becoming law led them to call for legal limitations on Sunday trading to 
be introduced in Scotland. 


The day the Conservative government introduced its bill last November, a 
church delegation called on Home Secretary Douglas Hurd to express unanimous 
opposition, based not just on concern for church services but on anxiety about 
the impact total deregulation would have on the community as a whole and on 
family life. The government took the unusual step of introducing the bill 
first into the House of Lords, which it survived despite the presence of 26 
bishops of the Church of England and despite the Lords' immunity from the 
pressures of party discipline operating in the House of Commons. 


But the campaign against the bill kept up the pressure, and this told. For 
the second-reading debate in the Commons the government ordered all 
Conservativesto vote for it. But in the event 72 of them voted against, and 
38 more didn't vote. With the help of the 14 Ulster Unionists the normal 
Conservative majority of 137 turned into defeat by 14 votes. 


This is not the end of the story, however. Many who voted against the bill 
want the anomalies tidied up, and a private member's bill on these lines is 


expected. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Philip Potter: “Working Together as Peace-Makers" EPS 86.04.81 


[Potter is the former general secretary of the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches. This item is excerpted from his acceptance speech when he received 
(22 April) the Niwano Peace Prize, in Tokyo (EPS 86.02.79).] 


-.. IT am not competent to speak on the technicalities of this matter [the US 
"strategic defense initiative”. But there are some frightening elements in 
it which make our task all the more urgent. ... The arms race is reaching a 
point where human beings may have to rely on the exact, deciding functioning 
of their own scientific artifacts for the defence and preservation of the 
human race. This is the apocalyptic limit of a tendency which has been long 
observed. Human beings are depending more and more on technical solutions 


and even on technical devices for what are basically human and political 
problems and challenges. 


The Judeo-Christian scriptures call this idolatry and Buddhists would say 
delusion. ... In face of this condition of demonic idolatry, what are the 
tasks of people who believe in a reality which places full responsibility on 
human beings in their relations with one another and with creation for the 
common good? These tasks are two-fold and are interrelated. They consist 
in exposing and exorcising the idolatries and lies which bedevil the life and 
relations of persons and nations, and in promoting, by attitude, word and act, 
all that makes for human integrity, dignity, responsibility and creativity for 
a life of mutual respect, trust and sharing. That is our calling as workers 
together for peace. 


First, we must expose and exorcise the idolatry of believing that only in the 
power of things is our salvation as human beings and as nations. For the 
past two hundred years, since the first industrial revolution began, there has 
been a marked drift to a materialistic approach to life. 


Human beings, confident in their scientific and technological power, have 
given themselves over to putting their faith in producing things, in 
accumulating capital and wealth, in conquering lands and peoples through 
superior arms or forcing countries, including China and Japan, to open their 
doors to their products and to allow the exploitation of the natural resources 
of those countries. 


As the second industrial revolution got underway about a hundred years ago, we 
had the age of imperialism, with Japan joining the imperialist club. That 
age was also the period of the growing arms race which culminated in the First 
World War and the emergence of a new ideological, imperialistic state, the 
USSR, based on what it called scientific materialism. Thirty years after, the 
world was plunged into a more lethal war which was the result of intensified 
reliance on materialism and aggressive nationalism. Auschwitz, Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki are the symbols of this materialistic idolatry. ... 


Secondly, we must expose and exorcise the idolatry of national security. 


National security is the current way of expressing an old attitude: "My 
country, right or wrong". It is the dogma which asserts that the interests 
of a nation, or of those who govern it, dictate its relations with. other 
nations. It is a form of collective egoism which poisons relations both 


within the nation and with other nations. 


For this collective egoism cannot resist the urge to impose its will and way 
on the people within the nation and on other nations. Hence the great 
instability in our world, especially when we bear in mind what has just been 
said about the domination of the idol of materialism. - EPS 
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ECUVIEW/A.C. Dharmaraj: "Reflections on the Church of South India" EPS 86.04.82 


[This item is abridged from the March issue of the "National Christian Council 


Review'' of India, Dharmaraj is associate general secretary of the Bible 


Society of India, and a former general secretary of the [United] Church of 
North India. The [United] Church of South India was formed in 1947. Its 
20th synod took place 11-15 January in Trivandrum. See also EPS 86.04.57. ] 


Let me call a spade a spade, without indulging in the tinsel clink of 
compliments. In the din and bustle magnified by the jarring and grating 


‘loudspeakers did one hear the muffled grumble of frustrated busy-bodies or the 
»sly bargaining of vested interests for the loaves and fishes of office? At 


least one canvassing card with the name of a reverend bishop printed in blue 


! 


reached my hands more than once! A frontal attack in large sized printed 


folders on another reverend bishop, convincingly reasoned and cogently 
“presented, with facts and figures against alleged malpractices, laid siege to 


me as well as others. 


A third document, a reprint of an earlier 1984 document on the liturgy 
committee's proposal for an '‘alternative order for the Lord's Supper' was 
distributed right in the synod hall by the protesters. This was seized by a 
most reverend veteran to flutter the dovecotes of one of the synod plenary 


sessions: The red flag with the hammer and the sickle was not spared, when, 
again in print, the alleged dangers of infiltration of Marxist ideology into 
the CSI were flaunted. These were all not pseudonymous nor anonymous, but 


signed and openly distributed in broad daylight. 


Except on liturgy for a brief while, the synod did not take cognizance of any 
of these. Nevertheless, in flesh and blood, the CSI members of the depressed 
and oppressed classes of the churches pressed home their struggle for social 
justice and equality, when a lorry load of men with placards and banners, 
stampeded their case to the officers of the synod, who graciously stepped off 
their dais and walked over to meet them. After that, silence was the only 
response to this. My neighbour whispered: ‘Another cry in the wilderness!' 


Are these symptomatic of the inevitable consequences of a bureaucratic 
infrastructure running the patriarchal and hierarchical Western structures 
which we still ape and which are rooted in the masculine-theology of the 
Occident with its denominational splinter traditions, which theological and 
exegetical hair-splitting still strive hard to uphold. Cries of ‘rooted in 
Christ and related to the soil' which assail our tired ears now and then make 
us wonder whether these slogan-shouters are not talking with their tongues in 
their cheeks? 


So much for the undercurrents and the smouldering fires of disgruntlement that 
went on in whispers inside and outside the sessions, although, to all 
appearances all went well including the elections by secret ballots conducted 
with the most obstreperous enthusiasm. 


Even the important issue of wider unity with other churches did not receive 
its due share of examination. The vision of larger unity enshrined in the 
Basic of Unity, appended to the CSI constitution, seems to have languished. 
The synod did not hear their representatives at the CSI-CNI-MTC [Mar Thoma 
Church] joint council tell them clearly what it was they were after - organic 
unity, conciliar unity or federal unity. 


Retrograde steps were being taken and the leadership advocated a non-commital, 
and patience to wait and see. The pioneering vision was fading away in spite 
of the motto ‘that they all may be one', inscribed in the emblem of the CSI. 
To some of us this was a spiritually debilitating downward decline. - (over) 


csi/2 


If the church is People of God, Body of the Lord and Temple of the Holy 
Spirit, and if the synod is the embodiment of that section of the CSI in which 
Christ has taken form, and if Christian faith is the coming face to face of 
man with God, the human awareness of the divine presence, not by senses nor by 
mental processes, but deeper and more real, behind and beyond all we may be 
conscious of, with the total human personality overwhelmed by the Father's 
drawing us to Him and enabling us to call him ‘Abba', then, I make bold to 
say, that the evidence of this was sadly lacking at the synod. . 
For, where else do we discern this mystical incorporation of the human into 
the divine than at the daily period of intercession. Alas, it was too ill 
attended, although the moderator timed it after coffee break to help members — 
participate in it without hurry or hunger. This is a sad comment on us as 
believers in a ‘lone-wolf Christianity’. We are just individuals, far frou 
the caring, sharing and interceding community. 


: 
Another thing I missed at the synod was the call for an Indian spirituality 
even though the Bible studies repeatedly reminded the synod of the movement of 
the Holy Spirit in mission. 


to the theme of the 19th synod ‘In the Fellowship of the Spirit’. But this 
was bypassed with the uncritical acclamation of the evangelistic proclamation 
exulting in campaigns conquests and quantitative triumphs. 


. 
The general secretary's report also brought us back to this when it oe 


Scalp-hunting evangelism is not the motive for our obedience to the Lord's 
commission. To the degree that the church has spat upon other faiths and 
traditions, misled by fanatics and bigoted missionaries of the colonial 
periods, the Indian church has become ineffective in her christological impact. 


spirituality. The former is a crusading spirituality. 


It was gratifying that Dr Manickam, a layman from Kamaraj University, 
Mathurai, brought out this contrast; but, it is a pity, no one picked it 
up. The rush smothered it. 


: 
: 
This should reveal the glaring contrast between Western and — 
: 
: 
. 
The crucified fact and the resurrected fact have to be, and can only be 
proclaimed by a crucified people: The finality of Jesus Christ can never beg 
established by religious polemics but by a cruciform spirituality of the : 
Spirit-filled, Spirit-moved cruciform community. : 
Yet another question one may raise is: Did the synod show evidences of having 
risen above regionalism, parochialism, casteism, denominational sectarianism 
and linguistic chauvinism or is it still continuing to indulge in barren 
platitudes and empty rhetoric on these issues? Have the incisive reports 
Like the theme "renewal and advance" gone into oblivion? 


j 
Our last question is: Has the session of the CSI synod sensed what is : 
Christ's way and has it equipped all its participants to help its 
congregations to enter into this proclamatory and renewing task and has the 
synod fired them with a determination to enter into all the political, 
economic, sociological, and ecclesiastical struggles of our society at the 
level of the Indian spirituality, so that His will may be done and His Kingdom 
come? | 


Was a message to the churches thought of? Will an evaluation commission be 
set up for self-surgery? - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Tad Mitsui: "The Diaconal Role of the Local Church" EPS 86.04.83 


[Mitsui coordinates the Africa Drought Task Force of the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches. This is excerpted from a longer paper, available to 
journalists from him at Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20.] 


In the age of increasingly larger institutions and smaller units and 
individuals engaging in specialized tasks, the congregations and the parishes 
‘must regain a sense of sharing community - a communion. In western 
‘societies, parishes are no longer engaged in diakonia [Christian service] 
‘because these tasks are now delegated to the churches' specialized agencies. 


‘Consequently, people in the pews have no other way to express their concern 
‘for fellow human beings, except through giving of money. They lost the sense 
and the practice of involvement in the community locally and globally. Faced 
‘with destitute people, parish ministers and priests have no other way except 
to refer them to the larger, often dehumanised church welfare agencies. 


In the current food crisis in Ethiopia, this tendency has a devastating effect 
On many communities, whereby people left their homes en masse and came to a 
few feeding centres, which are found often in urban settings. Many relief 
agencies realized that this phenomenon of concentration had _ further 
devastating effect on ecology. ... 


If we should be serious about the recovery of regional autonomy and autonomous 
economic unit on the community level, it is important that the church 
rediscover the importance of a congregation or a parish as a caring and 
sharing community. This is more easily done in the under-developed regions 
where the majority of the population still lives in the rural setting. 


In western countries, due to the result of urbanisation, our concept of 
community based parish is nearly lost. There, it is necessary to first 
redefine a sense of community, because separation of residential area and the 
locations where people work is almost complete. 


The parishes in suburban areas of the cities can now serve the family aspect 
of the surrounding residents, while their major economic activities are done 
in the city or where the adult population spends most of its time. The 
parishes in the urban core are either dying or performing religious functions 
to those people who commute from suburban areas while surrounded by 
increasingly ethnically and religiously mixed population or the marginalised 
poor. 


Some of those churches in the urban core started to engage, in the last two 
decades, in remedial diakonia to cater to the survival needs of the poor, 
while financially maintained by largely suburban flocks who commute to attend 
Sunday services. There is a need for the congregations still existing in the 
urban core of mainly western countries to redefine the parameters of the 
community and their collective responsibility as caring and sharing 
communities. 


In some poorer regions of the world, the process of urbanisation seems to be 
in a different stage. There seems to be a strong tendency and possibility of 
base-Christian-community type of parish in the urban slums and suburban poorer 
periphery, as in the case of many African and Latin America countries. 


In contrast to western countries where compartmentalisation of life style is 

almost complete, local churches in the south have a lot of potential in 
developing themselves to be a truly caring community where diakonia can be 
undertaken without delegating it to specialized church bureaucracy. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Enrique Lopez Oliva: "New Role for Cuban Church" EPS 86.04.84 
es 

[This item is abridged and adapted from Lima-based "“Latinamerica Press" (13 

March). Most Cubans are counted as Roman Catholics. See also EPS 86.03.24.] 


In what is seen as an uprecedented move to ease tensions between the Roman 
Catholic church and a communist government, the church has formally accepted 
the country's socialist system and pledged itself to work within it. At the 
same time, it has demanded more government acceptance for its pastoral work. 


From 17-23 February, the island's seven bishops, some 180 priests and 
religious (members of religious orders) and 130 lay delegates came together 
Havana to hold a national synod to address the church's role in society. 
Also present at the meeting were papal envoy Eduardo Cardinal Pironio who 
brought personal greetings from the pope, and the bishop who is secretary 
general of the conference of Roman Catholic bishops in Latin America, Dario 
Castrillon. 


Adolfo Rodriguez, president of the conference of Cuban Roman Catholic bishops, 
underscored the assembly's goals in his opening address to delegates. As a 
result of the synod, he said, the church would be better able "to be a 
faithful image of Jesus Christ and more adequately serve the Cuban people, 
their well-being, the country's national unity, its progress and its spiritual 
health". Rodriguez noted that the assembly was "the pulse of the Cuban 
church, its conscience", and would provide it with concrete ways to meet the 
new challenges facing it. 


A working document, the result of five years of reflection by local Christian 
communities, formed the basis for the week-long gathering. It emphasized the 
need to evolve from a pastoral orientation concerned with maintaining church 
structures and membership to one more geared towards mission. 


The document mentions certain risks of such an approach: a loss of specific 
church identity, an over-emphasis on activism, confusion among the faithful, 
the danger of being seen as opportunistic, and limiting dialogue to 
conversations with civil authorities. But, it also charts a new willingness 
to deal honestly with the 25-year-old Cuban revolution. 


One of the assembly's most important conclusions was to recognize "the 
positive influences the new political and economic system has had on the life 
of the church". It also called on the bishops to create a special social- 
action commission and to revamp existing structures so that the laity have a 
greater voice within the church. At the same time, the gathering decided to 
petition the government for greater access to the media and to allow more 
foreign priests and sisters to serve in Cuba. 


Carlos Manuel de Cespedes, the bishop's liaison for the 104 journalists 
covering the assembly, stressed in a press interview that "no contradiction 
exists between Christian faith and the conception of a socialist project". 
But he said Catholics “could not embrace" the programme laid out by the Cuban 
Communist Party because of its adherence to scientific atheism. However, he 
did not rule out the possibility of an evolution in the position of the church 
or of the party, and said the bishops are pleased that the recent party 
congress eliminated the word "atheist" from its platform. 


Historically, relations between the revolutionary government and the church 
have been antagonistic - with conservative clergy viscerally condemning the 
atheistic state and party mechanically condemning religion as “the opiate of 
the people". - EPS 
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Date of Easter: Most years, Easter falls on two different dates for the 
world's Christians. This year, for example, Easter fell on 30 March and 4 
May (Next year, however, all Christians celebrate it on 19 April). An 
overview of, and reflection on this situation prepared by Todor Sabev, a WCC 
deputy general secretary, is available to journalists from EPS. 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): Hope for Faith: A 
Conversation with C.F. Beyers Naudé and Dorothee Sodlle (no. 31 in the Risk 
book series). It costs 5.90 Swiss francs, 3.25 US dollars, or 1.95 UK 
pounds. Naudé is general secretary of the South African Council of Churches. 
Sélle is a German theologian who teaches at Union Theological Seminary, in New 
York. The book is the text of a Dutch television interview last year. 


Visits to Egypt, Jerusalem: Sam Amirtham, director of the WCC Program on 
Theological Education, has prepared travel notes on two recent visits in 
connection with theological-education issues. They are available to 
journalists from WCC/PTE, Box 66 H-1211 Geneva 20. 


The current (April) issue of the newsletter of the WCC refugee service (Box 


66; CH-1211 Geneva 20) discusses the African church "in service to refugees", 
including details of activities in Algeria, Zambia, Sudan, and South Africa. 


The current (April) issue of "Ecumenical Review", quarterly of the World 
Council of Churches, focuses on the life and work of the first two general 
secretaries of the WCC, W.A. Visser 't Hooft and Eugene Carson Blake, both of 
whom died last July (EPS 85.07.16,17,18,19,20, 08.12). Besides articles by 
them, there are articles about them by Hendrikus Berkhof, D.C. Mulder, Ion 
Bria, and Paul Crow. A copy of the issue is available to journalists from WCC 
Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The current (April) issue of “Reformed Press Service" (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
20) focuses on Latin America. 


Archbishop Kyrill on disarmament proposals: A transcript of recorded comments 
by Russian Orthodox Archbishop Kyrill on recent disarmament proposals is 
available to journalists on request from EPS. Kyrill spoke with WCC 
Communication Director Coenraad Boerma in March. 


Philippine News and Features (406 Social Communications Center, Old Station 
Mesa, Manila) is an ecumenical news service of Crossroads Publications. 
Subscription information is available from PNF. 


Ethiopia - Drought/Displaced Persons: Situation report 25 on this subject (18 
April) is available to journalists from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20, 


A pamphlet describing the work of the WCC Programme on Theological Education 
is available from WCC/PTE, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


ot 
WCC meetings: A calendar for through mid-1987 (as of 18 March) is available 
to journalists from EPS. Photos: The WCC photo section (Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20) has material for use with EPS items. Also, its Photo Oikoumene ~ 
catalogue is now being distributed separately, instead of as part of EPS. Toa 
is free service for those who work with publications and/or audio-visuals. 
EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then ask fo 
full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Tell us if you want to be n 
the telex list. Next EPS deadlines: Tuesdays at 8h00 GMT on 27 May, 3 & 17 


June, 1 July. (EPS appears about 40 times a year.) EPS printing: This 
issue, 1 May; next issue, 28 May. 


CHURCH REPS SEEK BETTER Ecumenical Press 
TREATMENT FOR REFUGEES Service 86.05 .01 


ZURICH - (Monique McClellan) - "If we were to take daily news reports at face 
vlaue, it looks like Europe is literally invaded by refugees, flooding us from 
all corners of the globe", said Claude Smadja in his opening address to an 
ecumenical consultation on refugee asylum and protection (here, 27 April-2 
May). The foreign-affairs director of the French-language Swiss tv network 
spoke to about 80 church representatives at the meeting organized by the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches and hosted by two Swiss church-related, 
aid-and-development agencies - HEKS and Caritas Switzerland. 


Smadja said Europeans' fears they will lose their jobs and cultural 
identities, and that law and order in society will break down are reflected in 
official reactions to refugees. "Everywhere", he said, "governments are 
resorting to all means available to prevent more asylum-seekers to enter their 
country, or to expel others. Even the most open and welcoming countries are 
not immune from this trend." 


Consultation participants, who came from both western and _ third-world 
countries, noted that although there has been a significant increase in the 
number of refugees and asylum-seekers worldwide in the past five years, 
relatively very few are in Europe, and more than half of them (estimated at 10 
to 15 million) are in Africa. 


WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, in an address delivered for him by WCC 
Deputy General Secretary Marie Assaad, said "churches are not bound so much by 
legal definitions of refugees, as by their expression of concrete love to 
concrete human beings. Churches can provide protection and support to all 
those whose position is legally undermined." 


Castro said the ecumenical movement has from its beginnings considered refugee 
work a fundamental manifestation of Christian identity, rooted in the biblical 
experience of the people of Israel, who were told to "remember, you were also 
foreigners in Egypt". Castro said "Christian behaviour in relation to 
foreigners, and especially political refugees or asylum-seekers cannot be an 
objective, detached one, but it is a passionate one. Those people belong to 
the same history of oppression, of liberation, that is at the root of our 
consciousness." 


Meeting planners hoped it would move beyond expressing common objectives, to 
establish specific mechanisms to implement an ecumenical action programme. 
Participants expressed concerns that refugee programmes be integrated with 
development, human-rights, and education efforts, and that church and 
ecumenical connections within and among’ refugee "sending" and "receiving" 
countries be strengthened. Participants voiced concern with widsepsread and 
increasing xenophobia (fear of foreigners, seen by many as a form of racism), 
and various legal restrictions on refugees. 


Though some participants encouraged regional solutions to refugee problems - 
so that, for instance, African refugees would be taken care of in Africa - 
others interpreted this approach as a way for western countries to wash their 
hands of the situation. Questioning the regional approach, Sol Jacob, from 
the South African Council of Churches, said "the role of the church is to 
address the question of value and prejudice". 


Klaus Poser, director of the WCC inter-church aid commission (CICARWS), 
recalled that his native Germany grew with the help of many refugees after 
World War II. "We need to develop new approaches", he said, and figure out 
"how the future will work." - EPS 


NIGERIAN CHURCH LEADERS WARN Ecumenical Press 
ON 'THREAT TO CHRISTIANITY’ Service 86.05.02 


LAGOS - Leaders of members of the Christian Council of Nigeria, warned (17 
April) about recent events which pose an "undisguised threat to the survival 
of Christianity in Nigeria". The leaders singled out the "wanton, barbaric, 
and sadistic damage done by some fanatical Muslims" to church buildings in 
Ilorin on Palm Sunday (23 March). "We were horrified by the startling 
explanation", the leaders said, "that the fanatics launched a_ totally 
unprovoked attack on peace-loving Christians" because they went into part of 
the city where "Christians had no right to enter". 


The leaders called on federal and state governments to “put a final and 
effective stop, at once, to the sacrilegious, savage, and iniquitous habit of 
damaging or destroying the holy edifices" Christians use for worship. They 
also said that “at no time have Nigerian Christians, individually or 
collectively, damaged or destroyed any sacred or holy place". 


The leaders also urged the government to decide whether the recent membership 
of Nigeria in the Organisation of the Islamic Conference is to continue. 
There have been various Christian protests over the issue (EPS 86.03.08). 


Nigeria's Christians - about half the population — were asked to "pray 
fevently and regularly to our Omnipotent God, to intervene in his mysterious 
and irresistible manner, and rescue Christianity from those fanatics who are 
making several vigorous and clever efforts to eradicate it from Nigeria". 
They were also called on to observe a weekend of prayer and fasting (25-27 
April) for God to "direct our head of state ... and his team to take a wise 
decision on the OIC issue, in accordance with our sacred national constitution 
and the wishes of the overwhelming majority of Nigerian citizens", said to 
oppose OIC membership. - EPS 


CHURCH REPS REACT TO POLICY Ecumenical Press 
CHANGE ON AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINES Service 86.05.03 
CANBERRA (Australia) - Church leaders are among those critical of an 


Australian cabinet decision not to go ahead with legislation supporting land 
claims of the country's Aborigines (descendants of its first inhabitants). 


Charles Harris, president of the Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress of 
the Uniting Church in Australia, said the decision is "racist", "a sell out", 
and "gutless". John Grindrod, archbishop of Brisbane and primate of the 
Anglican Church in Australia, said the ACA is "dismayed at the pain and 
confusion which the federal govenment has caused the Aboriginal people". 


In a letter to Australian Prime Minister Bob Hawke, David Gill, UCA general 
secretary, said its assembly standing committee wants him to reconsider in 
light of the government's "long-standing commitment and repeated electoral 
promises to pass national land rights legislation". Gill called the cabinet 
decision "a further betrayal of Aboriginal people", and added that unless the 
government reverses the cabinet decision, the committee "will communicate this 
further betrayal of Aborigines to the international Christian community, and 
advise church members to register their disapproval". 


In explaining the policy change, Hawke said public opinion has changed since 
1967 when voters overwhelmingly approved changes giving the federal government 
more power to act on behalf of Aborigines. Hawke now proposes to leave 


legislation to the states, some of which are not sympathetic to Aboriginal 
claims. - EPS 
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SUNDAY-SCHOOL-RIGHTS Ecumenical Press 
APPEAL DENIED IN JAPAN Service 86.05.04 


[This item was prepared in Geneva by Y. Franklin Ishida. ] 


TOKYO - After four years in the courts, a Japanese pastor's attempt to have 
his children attend Sunday school without penalty has been defeated. 


In 1982, Masahiko Sawa of the Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan) and 
his family took their local government and state-run school to court on 
grounds that the Sawa children should not be counted absent from school when 
it schedules Sunday activities [EPS 84.03.43, 05.17]. 


The court ruled in favour of the school on grounds it is not desirable for a 
neutral, state-run school to disregard religion-based absences. 


In Japan, there are a few Sundays a year when schools schedule a sports day, 
or a day for parents to come and observe classroom activities. Such days are 
counted as normal school days, with attendance recorded. 


Technically, minor absences from school do not affect a child's record, but 
the psychological effects can be painful. A child may be looked down upon as 
a "cheater" by non-Christian friends who are not aware of religious 
implications of Sundays. In addition, absences on school records could in the 
long term affect the future of a child, including prospects for higher 
education and job possibilities. 


The court decision said it is not possible to prove that a child is 
disadvantaged in any way by being recorded as absent. The court also noted 
that Sundays are not the only days that public schools compete with religious 
meetings. 


Sawa says school functions on Sundays deprive individuals of constitutional 
rights to religious belief, and religious education. Therefore, he says, 
school attendance on such occasions should be voluntary, without a recording 
of attendance. 


"I believe that the judgement disregards the specialness of Sundays", Sawa 
says, with "too much importance placed on public education, narrowing the 
possibilities for private instruction". In the pastor's view, "the court has 
forsaken its responsibility of protecting the rights of the minority". The 
family plans to ask for a re-hearing of the case. - EPS 


Church reps ask Contadora inquiry about US reports on Nicaragua EPS 86.05.05 
NEW YORK/QUITO - The general secretaries of the [US] National Council of 


Churches (Arie Brouwer) and the Latin American Council of Churches (Felipe 
Adolf) together urged the four Contadora countries, which have been attempting 
to work out an end to conflict in Central America, to investigate reports by 
the US in March about a Nicaraguan invasion of Honduras. The two say reports 
from the region "put in doubt the truth of the [US] allegations". - EPS 


Arrests, police action reported in Chile EPS 86.05.06 
SANTIAGO - The general secretary of the Evangelical Development Service 


(SEPADE) says in a telegram to the Geneva-based World Council of Churches that 
last month's arrest by Chilean police of hundreds of university students, and 
police action against SEPADE headquarters (where a meeting of the Union of 
Ecumenical Youth of Latin America was in progress), are part of a series of 
government actions threatening religious liberty in this country. - EPS 


IS IT ALL RIGHT FOR CHRISTIANS Ecumenical Press 
TO WORK IN WEAPONS INDUSTRIES? Service 86.05.07 


[This item is adapted from material from the Lutheran Church in America. ] 


SAN FRANCISCO - Workers in weapons industries and those critical of the 
defense establishment met each other in a church-sponsored conference {here, 
11-13 April]. "The word 'peace' has been usurped by one side of this 
discussion", said one defense-industry participant in the talks sponsored by 
the Lutheran Church in America and the American Lutheran Church. Persons 
employed by the military or weapons-producing companies can also consider 
themselves peacemakers, the speaker said. 


Though failing to agree on key aspects of the search for peace, the more than 
40 persons attending the conference agreed that they found comfort in 
discussing the dilemmas with fellow Christians. "It's too easy to resign 
yourself to hopelessness, we have to engage in dialogue and struggle as we 
have done here", said another participant. 


Several said they were meeting for the first time persons whose views on 


defense were contrary to their own. To encourage openness, participants 
spoke on condition they not be quoted specifically. One found the talks 
"nainful", but said "we have all grown" from the experience. "We have found 


one another in Christ", said a participant. Most said they felt the talks 
took place in an "atmosphere of mutual respect and concern". 


Following the meeting, Wayne Fuller, a pastor, said, "When we meet each other 
on common ground, we can expand our understandings of each other. For 
example, one group can recognize peacemaking as a component of the motivation 
with the defense community, and another group might expand its concept of 
defense to include efforts associated with peace activism such as education, 
justice, health and ecology." 


Planners of the event said it was designed to "provide opportunity for 
dialogue on the theological, political, ethical and economic issues of 
weapons-related expenditures in the US economy", and a portion of the meeting 
was devoted to the economic impact of military-related industries. Lutherans 
living in the Southwest US, where a large percentage of military-related 
industries are located, had requested the conference to examine pressures on 
"Christians and others whose livelihoods depend on weapons-related industries". 


Participants did not agree on whether or not defense spending stimulates the 
economy in the proper fashion, the nature of the threat posed by communism, or 
what specific "moral dilemmas" are present in the lives of defense workers. 


Dan Heine, an engineer with Boeing aircraft, said following the conference he 
still feels an enormous gap between his views and those of others at the 
meeting which, he said, "did more harm than good". "The planning was biased 
on the side of peace activists", he said. "Feelings were hurt, and I think the 
divisions are more clearly marked than they were before". 


Still, participants laid groundwork for later discussion on whether defense 
sometimes means aggression, how Christians should define security (and its 
relationship to justice, education, and freedom in third-world countries), and 
economic implications of expanding or contracting defense industries. 


"T'm amazed at how quickly Jesus is left out of a discussion on military 
policies", said Daniel Erlander, another pastor and a meeting planner. '"Maybe 
biblical statements like ‘if you save your life, you'll lose it' are too 
threatening". - EPS 


US group rejects bishop's views on Romanian situation EPS 86.05.08 
WASHINGTON - Christian Response International, based here, has disagreed with 


recent comments by Romanian [Eastern] Orthodox Metropolitan Antonie about 
whether the Romanian government has destroyed church buildings in connection 
with urban redevelopment activities, and about whether 20,000 Hungarian Bibles 
have been recyled into toilet paper (EPS 86.03.41). CRI Executive Director 
Jeffrey Collins says his group has confirmed that "Romanian authorities 
demolished" some church buildings “out of retribution for the tremendous 
growth being experienced by the congregations". He also offers CRI 
"documentation which proves" the government recycled the Bibles. CRI is an 
affiliate of Ziirich-based Christian Solidarity International. Among those CRI 
lists on its "international board of reference" are Church of South India 
Bishop Sundar Clark, and South African Dutch Reformed Pastor Nico Smith. - EPS 


North American Anglican offshoots seek harmony EPS 86.05.09 
FAIRFIELD (Connecticut/US) - Representatives of seven small North American 


denominations (the largest with 6000 members) which consider themselves 
representatives of "continuing Anglicanism" met here in an effort to achieve 
harmony among themselves. Some of the groups' leaders think they would appeal 
more to those unhappy with the [US] Episcopal Church or the Anglican Church of 
Canada if they were not so divided among themselves. Three overseas Anglican 
bishops - Graham Leonard (London), Robert Mercer (Bulawayo, Zimbabwe), and 
John Hazlewood (Ballarat, Australia) - were among those who addressed the 
group. A proposal for a congress in 1988 to unite the six US groups was not 
endorsed. Instead, the groups agreed to meet from time to time to talk about 
common interests and differences. - EPS 


Solidarity-and-peace ship for Nicaragua EPS 86.05.10 
BUENOS AIRES - A proposal for a ship of "solidarity and peace" for Nicaragua - 
with support from Argentina, Uruguay, Brazil, Venezuela, Colombia, and Panama 
- has been endorsed by several political, human-rights, and church-related 
individuals and groups, among them, Argentine Methodist Bishop Federica 
Pagura, president of the Latin American Council of Churches, and Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Adolf Perez Esquivel. According to its backers, the ship would 


assist Nicaragua - "attacked and bleeding from a thousand gaping wounds 
inflicted to its population and economy, faced with a continuing threat of 
annihilation" - by sending "vitally needed assistance in food, medicine, 


clothing, machinery, tools". It would also carry items for a "museum of Latin 
American solidarity". - EPS 


Majority in Norway church report would OK homosexual cohabitation EPS 86.05.11 
OSLO - The majority of a dialogue group appointed in 1984 by [Lutheran] Church 


of Norway (NK) Bishop Andreas Aarflot has endorsed homosexual cohabitation in 
some circumstances. However, immediate church-leader reaction to the majority 
view was negative. Aarflot, NK presiding bishop, says he sees no basis for 
changing church opposition as expressed in a 1977 statement by the NK 
bishops. Soer-Haalogaland Bishop Fredrik Groenningsaeter calls the majority's 


conclusion "totally unacceptable", It suggests that lasting homosexual 
relationships offer a framework in which central Christian attitudes of PLoves 
faithfulness, openness, and honesty can be expressed. - EPS 

Thanksgiving for women's ministries in Anglicanism EPS 86.05.12 
CANTERBURY (England) - An estimated 2000 people from two dozen countries, 


including about 40 Anglican women who are priests, assembled at the cathedral 
here for a service of thanksgiving for the ministry of women. The [Anglican] 
Church of England does not ordain women, and though Robert Runcie, the 
archbishop here, declined to participate in the weekend, he did meet with a 
dozen representatives, including eight priests. - EPS 


Newspaper says government report upholds WCC charges EPS 86.05.13 
TORONTO - The "Globe and Mail" newspaper here says "the unreleased report of a 
[Canadian] federal mediator confirms charges by the World Council of Churches 
that oil and gas development in northern Alberta [a Canadian province] has had 
disastrous consequences for the 350 Indians of Lubicon Lake". In 1984, the 
WCC Program to Combat Racism said actions of multinational oil companies and 
the provincial government could have "genocidal consequences" for the Indians 
(EPS 84.02.52). Mediator E. Davie Fulton, appointed last October, says there 
has been a "substantial and damaging decline" in the traditional hunting and 
trapping activities of the Indians, since development began in 1979.» The 
provincial ombudsman investigated and denied the WCC charges. - EPS 


Hendrickse's congregation dismisses him EPS 86.05.14 
UITENHAGE (South Africa) - Allan Hendrickse, minister of a Congregational 
church here and also a member of the South African government, has been 
dismissed from his congregational post after 33 years. The vote was 445-382. 
Hendrickse's denomination, the United Congregational Church of Southern 
Africa, voted to remove him from its clergy rolls when he took his post in the 
white-dominated government (EPS 84.10.94). Hendrickse said he would "fight" 
to retain his congregational ministry. "I do not regard the result as a 
faithful reflection of the feeling of my congregation, because the total 
membership is more than 2500", he said. Alwyn Goosen and Andrew Julies, two 
other church ministers who belong to the parliamentary chamber reserved for 
people officially classified as "colored" (mixed race), were allowed in votes 
by church-goers to continue their parliamentary work. — EPS 


Finnish church asks why people belong EPS 86.05.15 
HELSINKI - An Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland (SELK) survey of its 


members found more than half think church ceremonies (baptisms, weddings, 
funerals, etc.) are very important reasons to belong to the church. More than 
half also mention "the church is part of the Finnish lifestyle" and "the 
church teaches Christian love of one's neighbour" as important reasons. Less 
common are the desire to worship, receive communion, or keep in touch with 
other parishioners. According to the survey, a majority of members expect the 
church to pay more attention than it does to social-welfare work, to encounter 
people more on their own terms in pastoral care, to participate more in peace 
work, and to do more to support the position of the family in society. About 
90 percent of Finns are at least nominal SELK members. - EPS 


New Brazilian ecumenical news agency EPS 86.05.16 
SAO PAULO — Agencia Ecumenica Noticias, an ecumenical news agency, has begun 


operation here. It plans a weekly, 20-page news service in Portuguese. - EPS 


World Wildlife Fund urges believers to environmental activit EPS 86.05.17 
GLAND (Switzerland) - The World Wildlife Fund said (23 April) in an open 


letter to religious and environmental bodies that "conservation and religion 
have been apart for too long". WWF said it relies on "your help to forge a 
powerful new network to reach new audiences with the conservation message". 
The fund plans a two-day retreat of meeting with religious figures in 
September in Assisi (Italy), centre of the work of the 13th-century saint, 
Francis. WWF says there will be Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Muslim, and 
Jewish participants. - EPS 


FRG "military affairs" bisho uestions some church expenditures EPS 86.05.18 
BONN - The office of the EKD rcaan Raaat Reformed, United] bishop for military 


affairs has questioned the use of development funds for advocacy work within 
the FRG (West Germany). (The military bishop's office is funded by the FRG 
defence ministry.) What reportedly prompted the bishop's office's questions 
was a campaign against arms exports by the EKD-related Committee for 
Development Education and Press Work in Stuttgart. - EPS 


Meet, 


Some white congregations considering leaving over Tutu EPS 86.05.19 
JOHANNESBURG - The London-based "Church of England Newspaper" reports from 
here that several white congregations of the [Anglican] Church of the Province 
of Southern Africa, are "poised'' to leave the denomination because Desmond 
Tutu has been chosen to lead it, the first black to become its archbishop of 
Cape Town (EPS 86.04.68). They are considering joining the Church of England 
in South Africa, a denomination with English Anglican roots but which is not 
in communion with the archbishop of Canterbury, and which belongs to the 
international Reformed Ecumenical Synod. A CESA representative recently 
dissociated it from the "so-called Anglican church" and its political 
involvement, although its new presiding bishop was ordained by an Australian 
Anglican bishop in 1984 (EPS 84.02.85). - EPS 


WACC gets new general secretary EPS 86.05.20 
LONDON - Carlos Valle is the new general secretary of the World Association 


for Christian Communication. He takes up his new post 1 July, succeeding Hans 
Florin. Valle, an ordained minister in the Methodist Church in Argentina, is 
director of the communication department at Isedet, an ecumenical theological 
college in Buenos Aires. Valle will head a staff of 19 from 10 countries at 
WACC's office here. The association supports more than 140 communications 
projects in the developing world, and also researches the effects of new 
communication technologies on local culture and education. - EPS 


Orthodox Church in America releases Antioch letter on unity EPS 86.05.21 
SYOSSET (New York/US) - The [Eastern] Orthodox Church in America has released 


a letter from Greek [Eastern] Orthodox Patriarch Ignatius IV of Antioch 
pledging him and other bishops of his Damascus-based patriarchate to "make 
every effort to work together with the Orthodox sister churches towards the 
realization of the full canonical unity in America". In his letter, Ignatius 
also says, "We are profoundly convinced that the proclamation of such a unity 
does not require a decision on the universal level, as church history shows." 

The OCA received its autocephaly (independence) in 1970 from the Russian 
[Eastern] Orthodox Church, but many of the world's Eastern Orthodox churches 
have not officially recognized it, on grounds that a global decision on such 
matters is required. Most Eastern Orthodox jurisdictions in North America 
retain official ties to overseas churches. - EPS 


Kirk being asked for ‘clear statement of faith' EPS 86.05.22 
EDINBURGH - The [Reformed] Church of Scotland (the Kirk) general assembly is 


being asked this month by its doctrine panel to draw up a "clear statement of 
faith for the present times'' which would be "neither so narrow that it 
unchurches many, nor so broad that it is unacceptable to many". The proposal 
comes following defeat last year to add two ecumenical creeds - Nicene and 
Apostles - to the 1560 Scots Confession and the 1647 Westminster Confession as 
the Kirk's principal standards of faith subordinate to the Bible (which is the 
Kirk's "supreme rule of faith and life'".) - EPS 


Estonian pastor reported released from labour camp EPS 86.05.23 
GENEVA - "Lutheran World Information" reported (17 April) that Harri Mostnik, 


an Estonian Lutheran pastor arrested 3 April 1985, was freed on Good Friday 
(28 March). Last October, he was sentenced to five years in a labour camp. 
In sermons, he had criticized the government's atheism, and Soviet involvement 
in Afghanistan, though LWI reported that charges against him were not known. - 
EPS 


European Moravians hold first joint synod since pre-World War II EPS 86.05.24 
HERRNHUT (GDR) - For the first time since before World War II, a joint synod 


of Moravians from the European continent was held (here, last month). 
Delegates came from the two Germanys, Denmark, Sweden, Netherlands, and 
Switzerland. Main purpose of the meeting was to adopt a joint Book of Order 
(constitution) for the continental Moravian province. - EPS 


Arrests for conversion reported in Egypt EPS 86.05.25 
BRUSSELS - The Swiss church news agency Apic reported (19 April) from here 
that London-based Amnesty International has learned of the arrest in Egypt 
of four Muslims accused of illegally converting to Christianity. - EPS 


Latvian exile church marking 45th anniversary of deportations EPS 86.05.26 
TORONTO - Archbishop Arnolds Liisis of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 


Latvia in Exile is calling attention to the 45th anniversary, 13 June, of what 
he describes as "one of the darkest days" in the history of the Baltic peoples 
(Estonians, Lithuanians, and Latvians) - "the deportation of more than 50,000 
citizens to forced labour camps and other remote areas in the USSR".  Liisis 
says “at least one million Balts have perished in labour camps in the USSR." 

After a period of independence between the two world wars, the three Baltic 
republics became part of the Soviet Union. - EPS 


Church representatives observing Helsinki Accords meetin EPS 86.05.27 
BERNE (Switzerland) - Church representatives from the two Germanys, Hungary, 
Denmark, and Switzerland are observing the current session of the Conference 
on Security and Co-operation in Europe (here, 15 April-26 May) on behalf of 


the Canadian and US councils of churches and the Geneva-based Conference of 
European Churches. — EPS 


Nicaragua's RC bishops speak out on "popular church' EPS 86.05.28 
MANAGUA - Nicaragua's Roman Catholic bishops, generally at odds with the 


government, have urged Roman Catholics who are part of the “popular church", 
generally sympathetic to the government, to repent of their efforts to 
"dismember the unity of the Body [of Christ], by defying the constituted 
authorities of the church, by acts or attitudes of clear rebellion, and by 
protesting against the most basic measures of church discipline. - EPS 


Ecumenical Prayer Cycle revision continuing EPS 86.05.29 
GENEVA - The revision of the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle - expected to be finished 
by next year - is continuing, with those responsible at the World Council of 


Churches reporting "urgent need" of “original, local prayers, in the languages 
they were written in, preferably tried and tested in public worship". The 
cycle includes every country in the world in the course of its 52 weeks. It 
was first published in 1978. Besides information on the countries and the 
church in them, the revised edition is to include a second part, with 
ecumenical worship proposals related to various themes and seasons. — EPS 


Church-state row looms on blacks in private church schools EPS 86.05.30 
JOHANNESBURG - Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service reports (28 


April) from here that "a church-state confrontation is looming in South Africa 
on government efforts to limit the number of black pupils attending private 
church schools". A government proposal would effectively reduce the subsidy 
per child that the government gives to such schools as the number of black 
pupils increases. For example, a school with a student body 90 percent white 
would be entitled to a subsidy of 45 percent. If the white proportion were 80 
percent, the subsidy would decline to 15 percent. - EPS 


World Council of Churches surveying women's role EPS 86.05.31 
GENEVA - The Sub-Unit on Women in Church and Society of the World Council of 


Churches is circulating a questionnaire to "women of the church" asking them 
to have it filled in by church leaders. The questionnaire asks about the 
percentage of church membership which is female, the proportion of men and 
women on church governing bodies at various levels, numbers of ordained women, 
percentage of women in theological seminaries, "main obstacles" against the 
ordination of women and women's membership on decision-making bodies, and 


church women's organizations. Deadline for the information is 3l October. - 
EPS 


Namibia Christian council drops South African holidays EPS 86.05.32 


WINDHOEK - The Council of Churches in Namibia - which groups Lutheran, 
Anglican, Methodist, Roman Catholic, and Re formed (Congregational) 
jurisdictions in this country controlled by South Africa - has changed its 


holiday schedule. CCN is now observing days “relevant to the Namibian history 
and situation", and omitting "public holidays which have a connection with 
colonial history". Thus, the council now works on South African Founders Day 
(6 April), Republic Day (31 May), Settlers Day (1 September), Kruger Day (10 
October) and Vow Day (16 December). Besides traditional Christian holidays, 
the CCN now observes International Workers Day (1 May), Kassinga Day (4 May - 
"a day of mourning"), Namibia Unity Day (25 May), Southern African Solidarity 
Day (16 June), and Namibia Womens Day (10 December). - EPS 


Crucifixion re-enacted in Philippines EPS).86.05133 
MANILA (Charles Maingi) - Several people were nailed to crosses in different 
parts of the Philippines during re-enactments of Christ's crucifixion last 
Good Friday. During one such re-enactment, here, the man was taken away by 
armed men and taken to another town to fulfil a similar commitment. - EPS 


Kenyatta University chapel damaged EPS 86.05.34 
NAIROBI (Joseph Ngala) - Some students at Kenyatta University here damaged the 
university chapel to protest refusal of some Christian students to honour a 
boycott of classes. The boycott related to disagreements between students and 
the government ministry of education, science, and technology. Besides the 
students in the chapel at the time, others opposed to the boycott were 
harassed (by being spat upon and splashed with left-over food) in the dining 
hall. The university was subsequently closed. - EPS 


Kenyan president counsels wise use of religious freedom EPS 86.05.35 
NAIROBI - Speaking at a fund-raising event at a Pentecostal congregation near 
here, Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi said church people should use the 
freedom of worship they have in Kenya wisely, and not wa,y.ify simple 
problems. He suggested that not many countries enjoy the sort of peace and 
freedom Kenya has. Moi also condemned South Africa's apartheid policies. - EPS 


Kenyan parliament to review bigamy law? EPS 86.05.36 
NAIROBI (Joseph Ngala) - Church leaders are watching with interest proposals 


by Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi that the National Assembly debate proposed 
revisions of the country's marriage regulations. One recommendation, which 
stems from a 1968 presidential commission report, is that penal code 
provisions relating to bigamy be deleted. - EPS 


Zimbabwe churches donate funds for African drought EPS: 86.05.37 
HARARE - Through the Zimbabwe Christian Council, the church has given 5000 


Zimbabwe dollars to aid others in Africa suffering from drought. In a letter 
to the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches, ZCC General Secretary Murombedzi 
Kuchera said Zimbabwe church people are "grateful to the international 
community which came to our rescue during our three years of severe drought. 
God had blessed Zimbabwe with good rains and ... a bumper harvest in 1985." 
The funds were transferred to an emergency appeal for Namibia. Kuchera said 
the funds carry “our love and concern for our own continent". - EPS 


Australian peace hearings EPS 86.05.38 


SYDNEY - The Australian Council of Churches and the Catholic Commission for 
Justice and Peace launched (28 April) their National Inquiry into Peace and 
Justice in Australia. By July, nine hearings around Australia are to “inform, 
encourage reflection and analysis, to highlight specific concerns in local 
areas, and to build people's confidence that they are not alone in their 
concern for peace and justice in our times." - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Church Opposes Celebrating Japanese Emperor's 60 Years" EPS 86.05.39 


[This statement was prepared by four committees of the Kyodan (United Church 
of Christ in Japan). "Showa" is the name chosen to designate the reign of 
the current emperor. Its two characters mean "bright" and "harmony". ] 


The Japanese government is making preparation to hold the ‘Ceremony 
Commemorating the 60-Year Reign of the Present Emperor", this year on 29 April 
(the present emperor's birthday, which is an official national holiday). With 
police security being stepped up for both that occasion and for the upc oming 
Tokyo Summit meeting in May, conditions in Tokyo have taken on the air of a 
state of martial law. What in the world is there to celebrate about these "60 
Years" of "Showa"? We must severely question various things related to this. 


The first 20 years of the present emperor's reign, spent under the 
nationalistic system with the emperor as sovereign ruler, was an era which 
imposed untold misery and suffering on the people of Asia, and was 
characterized by Japanese aggression and wholesale slaughter. The latter 40 
years have been a period in which Japan as a nation experienced temporary 
destruction, but has never separated itself from imperialism, instead, once 
again reviving that imperialism. 


And today, under “the emperor as symbol" (of Japan), there is a new 
glorification of "Peace and Prosperity". However, the reality is, that under 
this sham of "Peace and Prosperity", the cries of oppressed buraku people and 
foreign residents in Japan, together with the gasps of hard-pressed peoples of 
Third World countries, are not even acknowledged to represent a contradiction. 
This is the "60 Years" through which we have just come: 


The emperor's wartime responsibility is indisputable: No matter how great the 
attempt to falsify and conceal history, the responsibility of the emperor, as 
the one in control of state power, is something that in no way can be evaded. 


The image of the emperor in post-war years has been changed in keeping with 
changing trends in political authority; but even so, it is certain that he 
has been made the symbol of unity of the Japanese people. In recent years, 
the clear character of the role of the emperor in the political sphere is not 
that of a mere symbol being made use of temporarily; rather, it must now be 
said to represent the acknowledgement of the necessity of the actual emperor 
system itself. 


In this system, the emperor serves as the pivot of Japanese unity, in which 
the Japanese people are pulled into the national body politic. This system 
produces an illusionary sense of unity, and as such, reveals no _ basic 
difference between the pre-war and post-war periods. 


At one time, the Kyodan accepted as its mission the role of pacification 
group; at another time, we, as the Kyodan, sold out our own colleagues who 
resisted the emperor system, seeking by this act to prolong our own lives? 
After the war, also, we as the Kyodan did not discern the real essence of the 
emperor system, averting our gaze from the discrimination inherent in it. To 
the contrary, can it not be said that the Kyodan itself repeatedly issued 
discriminatory statements? 


For us as the Kyodan, then, what is essential at this time is not "to 


celebrate", but rather to conduct a thorough inspection into the just- 
completed "60 Years'' of history. Now we as the Kyodan are surrounded by many 
problems. Nevertheless, it is our duty to declare that this "60 Year Reign" 


of "the emperor" is not a cause for celebration! - EPS 


— 


ECUTEXT: "Statement on UN Special Session on Africa" EPS 86.05.40 


[Participants in an international consultation in Senegal last month (EPS 
86.04.38,46,50,51,55) recommended this statement to the four Christian 
organizations whose aid-and-development networks make up Churches’ Drought 


Action in Africa. The statement was occasioned by the special UN General 
Assembly session on the economic crisis in Africa, which opens in New York 
late this month. CDAA, formed in February 1984, consists of Caritas 


Internationalis, Cidse (both Roman Catholic), Lutheran World Federation, and 
World Council of Churches. ] 


... [CDAA's objectives]: Initially, to provide emergency aid as a response to 
the crisis and then gradually to introduce a programme of development, 
co-ordinating the efforts of agencies and churches to define strategies aimed 
at rehabilitating victims and preventing such calamities from recurring, 
rather than merely trying to solve a specific problem. 


For the endeavour to be meaningful, the root causes of drought and famine had 
to be pinpointed and analysed. An African research team took charge of this 
aspect and embarked on a study, the first conclusions of which were brought 
forward and discussed during this ecumenical meeting in Dakar. 


A consensus was reached among the participants. Hunger and food shortage in 
Africa are outward signs of poverty. The latter is the result not only of 
centuries of exploitation and oppression by foreign powers, but also of misuse 
of natural and human resources. Thus, the present situation in Africa is due 
to a number of complex and interdependent factors, such as; 


ie The present international economic order, which leaves out Africa and 
recreates poverty and underdevelopment. 


2% The irresponsible destruction of the environment, which heightens the 
adverse effects of drought and desert encroachment. 


oY The abandoning of subsistence farming for low income cash-crop production. 
4. Agricultural policies which give priority to cash-crops rather than 
subsistence crops. There is a link between the increase in the yield from 
cash crops and the fall in food production. This process, moreover, 


ostracises an important sector of the population, women. 


ae The appropriation of the best farmlands by the coloniser in the past, and 
today, by the nation's middle classes and multinationals. 


6. The nations' indebtedness to lending institutions and countries and, 
consequently, the drastic budgetary restrictions imposed upon them by the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF). 


ie The significant amount of public funds spent on arms. 


8. Conflicts all over the continent, some of which have been instigated by 
foreign powers or with their complicity, resulting in great numbers of 
refugees. 


as The policy of apartheid and the destabilisation of Southern Africa by the 
racist government of South Africa, resulting in the use of human and financial 
resources to find solutions to this problem, instead of promoting development. 

= (over) 


africa/2 
10. The regular drainage of funds to foreign banks. 


1l. The ruling classes, which oppress the people, preventing them from 
playing an active part in the running of public affairs. 


12. The destruction of the positive aspects of African societies, especially 
community life. 


13. Connivance between political and religious authorities. The latter 
often stay silent or refuse to perform their prophetic missions of defending 
the weak and the outcasts. 


In the face of what we see as the multiform causes of hunger in Africa, we are 
making the following appeal to the international community in general, and to 
each of the African countries in particular: 


hs To spare no efforts to achieve development that will be beneficial to 
all, but especially to the rural populations and the urban poor. To this 
effect, we believe that emphasis should be placed on an integrated and global 
approach to development for the advancement of humankind. 


$6 To combine our efforts to obtain fairer prices for agricultural produce 
and raw materials and to allow Africans to accede to ownership of the natural 
resources of the continent and control their utilisation. 


mf In development plans, priority should be given by donors and our 
governments to the production of food crops, which allow people and 
communities to become self-supporting. 


4. The international community should promote applied research in Africa, 
and the specialised institutions of the United Nations should effectively 
participate in such activities. 


S's In order to make international trade profitable to all, we advocate 
urgent reforms which take into consideration the fact that the earth and its 
resources belong to all humankind and that everyone should have equal access 
to international markets. 


6. Peace being a pre-requisite of human and social progress, we recommend 
that no efforts be spared to bring peace, which stems from justice, to 
countries in conflict. 


7 In the same vein, we should like to remind our ecclesiastical and 
political leaders that arms do not feed people. They should, therefore, 
commit themselves to safeguarding people's right to food, to liberty and to 
freedom and not ensuring their own safety in order to preserve their power. 


8. The international community should reconsider the debts of the Africans, 
which deprive the people of improved welfare. These debts should be 
converted into loans for production and reinvested in the indebted countries. 


9. Finally, in order to give political and economic weight to the continent, 
efforts should be made to establish, promote and sustain enlarged socio- 
economic zones in Africa, by consolidating existing regional bodies, such as 
the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), the Economic Community 
of Central African States (CEEAC), the South African Development Co-ordination 
Conference (SADCC) and the Inter-Governmental Authority Against Drought and 
for Development (IGADD), etc. - EPS 
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SHOPTALK (53/17) 


Orthodox seminar: A one-page report (in French) on the seminar on Orthodoxy 
(21 April-4 May) at the WCC Ecumenical Institute is available to journalists 
from Dan-Ilie Ciobotea, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


ECLOF brochure: A leaflet explaining the work of the WCC Ecumenical Church 
Loan Fund is available from WCC/BCLOF, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Report on Crossroads squatters settlement in South Africa: The South African 
Council of Churches has distributed an account of "48 hours of shack burning 


by vigilantes" in a section of the Crossroads squatters settlement. It 
reports "repeated accusations of police involvement, either active or 
protective" in the burnings. A copy of the report is available from EPS. 


Status report on the emergency situation in Africa: Dated 7 May, a copy is 
available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-121]1 Geneva 20. It includes a summry 
of the general situation, a summary of WCC involvement, country summaries, an 
update on the UN special session on the African economic situation (late May), 
and documentation from April's meeting of African and other church people in 
Senegal on root causes of African hunger (EPS 86.04.38,46,50,51,55, 05.40). 


WCC Consultation on the Church and the Jewish le: A report of its meeting 
last Frebruary (EPS 86.03.14) is available from WCC/Dialogue, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. It includes minutes, a list of participants, reports of the 
secretary and moderator, a paper by Dietrich Ritschl on "Christological 
Directions in Light of the Encounter with Judaism", responses to Ritschl, 
reports of three christological discussion groups, two memorial notes (Peter 
Schneider, Uriel Tal), and three country reports (Ghana, Argentina, Israel). 


Transnational corporations: The final report of the Working Group on TNs of 
the Council of Churches in the Netherlands, and a discussion paper of the 
Advisory Commission of the Evangelical Church in Germany for Development 
Affairs on "Transnational Corporations and Development Policy" have been 
published as the April 1966 issue of CCPD Documents (no. 7). A copy is 
available fram WOC/CCPD, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Fiji - Cyclone Martin - appeal: A copy of the WCC appeal (16 May) for 30,000 
US dollars to respond to flooding in the wake of Cyclone Martin which struck 
the Fiji Islands 12-13 April is available from WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 


Geneva 20. Uganda - relief and rehabilitation: Situation report 4 (13 May) 


is likewise available from CICARWS. 


Canadian Ukrainian objections to Russian millenium celebrations: Volodymyr 
Marko, editor of "The Herald", official organ of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
of Canada, objects to Russian Orthodox plans to mark 1988 as the 1000th 
anniversary of the coming of Christianity to Russia. He says Russia had not 
been founded at the time people in the Ukraine converted to Christianity. The 
editor objects in particular to comments on the anniversary by a Russian 
Orthodox archbishop reported in EPS in March (86.03.47). 


Racism in Asia is the latest (no. 22) in the PCR Information series. It 
includes articles and reports from Japan, the Philippines, India, and Sri 
Lanka. A copy is available from WCC/PCR, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then ask for 
full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Tell us if you want to be on 
the telex list. Next EPS deadlines: 8h00 GMT on 3,18,30 June; 9,30 July; 
5,12,15,29 August. (EPS appears about 40 times a year.) EPS printing: This 


issue, 28 May; next issue, 4 June. 
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KIRK ELIMINATES HOSTILE Ecumenical Press 
ROMAN CATHOLIC REFERENCES Service 86.06.01 


EDINBURGH (Robert Nowell) - Rejection of hostile references to Roman 
Catholicism in the 1647 Westminster Confession, and softening of the hard line 
on abortion it adopted last year were two major results of this year's General 
Assembly of the [Reformed] Church of Scotland (Kirk), here last month. 


The confession's statements were repudiated as a result of a petition brought 
by a recently ordained elder, Kenneth Stewart, who had got to know Roman 
Catholic priests and nuns when working at a mission hospital in what was then 
Rhodesia in the 1970s. By an overwhelming majority, the assembly decided the 
Kirk "no longer affirms" four clauses in the confession, "dissociates itself" 
from them, and "does not require its office-bearers to believe them". 


The clauses describe "popish monastical vows" as "superstitious and sinful 
snares in which no Christian may entangle himself"; warn that "such as 
profess the true Reformed religion should not marry with infidels, papists, or 
other idolators"; call the pope "that antichrist, that man of sin and son of 
perdition, that exalteth himself in the church against Christ"; and say that 
"the popish sacrifice of the mass ... is most abominably injurious to Christ's 
one and only sacrifice, alone the propitiation for all the sins of the elect". 


On abortion, the assembly last year affirmed, 420-380, "that on biblical and 
historic Christian conviction the foetus is from the beginning an independent 
human being" and went on to conclude that "its inviolability can be threatened 
only in the case of risk to maternal life, and that after the exhaustion of 
all alternatives". This caused dismay among the Kirk's 14 full-time hospital 
chaplains. "It is insensitive to the plight of rape and incest victims, 
would compel a mother to carry a grossly deformed child to full tem, and 
shows no compassion for the 13-year-old child with an unwanted pregnancy", 
they said. 


Moved by this kind of argument, the assembly voted by a substantial majority 
to revert to the position held since 1966, that "criteria for abortion should 
be that the continuance of the pregnancy would involve serious risk to the 
life or grave injury to the health, whether physical or mental, of the 
pregnant woman". It went on to express its concern over Britain's abortion 
rate by instructing the Kirk's social responsibility board to seek a review of 
the working of the 1967 abortion act "with a view to the eradication of any 
laxity in its interpretation". 


In other action, the assembly: 

- set up a 21-member comission "to examine the theological, ethical, and 
practical presuppositions in relation to current investment and banking 
practice, and to formulate an ethic of investment and banking for the guidance 
of and implementation by the church"; 

- expressed dismay because of government budget cuts for education: 

- reaffirmed its rejection of muclear weapons by opposing their use for any 
reason, calling on the UK government to stop further development of them, 
urging the government to withhold support from all escalation of the arms race 
(including the US "strategic defense initiative" or "star wars" programme), 
and calling for support for an international nuclear freeze; 

- asked the UK government to review its nuclear-energy policy in light of the 
nuclear-reactor accident in the Soviet Union; 

- expressed "grave concern" about recent UK shipbuilding workforce reductions; 
- condemned South African raids on Botswana, Zambia, and Zimbabwe, urged the 


UK government to apply economic sanctions against South Africa, and asked UK 
business to end economic involvement in that Country. —- EPS 


CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATORS MEET; Ecumenical Press 
NEW LEADER BEGINNING HIS WORK Service 86.06.02 


NEWMARKET (England) (T. K. Thomas) - The seventh session of the Central 
Committee of the London-based World Association for Christian Communication 
(WACC) took place here (8-17 May). It was attended by over 75 people, 
including guests, funding partners, and staff. 


WACC was formed in 1975, through the coming together of two Christian 
communication associations, one of which was the Agency for Christian 
Literature Development of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 


It now has about 240 corporate and 290 personal members, and is divided into 
four departments - project development, education and animation, research and 
planning, and information and interpretation. 


The association is organized regionally, and the seven regions - Africa, Asia, 
Europe, Latin America, Middle East, North America, and the Pacific - determine 
the composition of the committee, which is its governing body and meets every 
two years. 


The major preoccupation of the meeting here was a new WACC constitution. The 
discussion of the constitution went on through several plenaries. As a 
result, planning for future programmes received what some thought was 
insufficient attention. 


The committee confirmed the election of Carlos Valle as the new WACC general 
secretary. Currently commmication director at the Institute for Higher 
Theological Education in Buenos Aires, he takes up his new post in July (EPS 
86.05.20). 


Addressing committee members, Valle spoke of his vision for WACC. He wanted 
the association to work more closely with the regions and to encourage greater 
co-operation and dialogue among them. He wanted closer links with churches 
and ecumenical bodies, without in the process isolating the WACC from secular 
centres of communication activity and debate. He looked forward to a new 
perspective on the giving and receiving of funds, and a new relationship with 
funding partners. 


The committee received reports on the work of the departments and activities 
in the regions. These were reviewed in smaller groups, and projections made 
for the future. 


The research programme was given particular evaluation, some negative, as a 
result of a general concern that research projects be geared to regions’ 
actual needs in their day-to-day work. 


A statement on "Christian princgles of communication" - guidelines for 
Christian commmicators - was adopted by the committee. Reports and results 
of a few study programmes - like theological studies and curriculum 


development - were also received. 


Among highlights of the meeting were a personal appraisal of the electronic 
church by Peter Elvy, a canon of Colchester cathedral (England), a "partners' 
panel," which addressed the future of WACC from donors' perspectives and 
generated considerable heat, and participation in Sunday matins at King's 
College chapel in Cambridge. That, in spite of a cold welcome and a lecture 
on "the uses of error" which passed for sermon, was a worthwhile experience. - 
EPS 


MELANESTAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES Ecumenical Press 
REPORTED WITHOUT NEW LEADERSHIP Service 86.06.03 


BOROKO (Papua New Guinea) - The ecumenical weekly "Times of Papua New Guinea" 
reports (10 May) member denominations of the Melanesian Council of Churches 
have failed to nominate anyone to replace the outgoing MCC general secretary, 
Walter Ataembo. As a result, the MCC "secretariat may be abolished soon". 


The weekly says that at an April meeting of the MCC constituency, there was 
"general consensus that the various member churches should take turns in 
running the secretariat with their own personnel and financial backup", which 
would, says the paper “abolish the council in all but name". MCC members 
include Anglican, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Salvation Army, United, and 
Baptist jurisdictions. 


In an editorial on the situation, "Come Back to Life, MCC: Your Nation Needs 
You", the newspaper calls it "particularly painful to have observed the rapid 
collapse of the MCC from one of the most powerful and radical Papua New Guinea 
bodies outside parliament, to its current embarrassing irrelevance". 


It roots the collapse in "failure of the leaders of the major churches to give 
the council a reasonable amount of their time, and the failure of the churches 
to find the proper pay to attract high-quality staff". However, "the spirit 
of ecumenism" continues, it says, citing "thriving" ecumenical work in health, 
education, and media, and "lively [local] ecumenical councils". But, it adds, 
"at the highest level ... there is a gap. That gap must be filled." - EPS 


SERBIAN ORTHODOX MARK Ecumenical Press 
MONASTERY'S 800 YEARS Service 86.06.04 
STUDENICA MONASTERY (Yugoslavia) - An estimated 60,000 Serbian [Fastern] 


Orthodox pilgrims converged (18 May) to mark the 800th anniversary of the 
start of the monastery here, forerunner of the now autocephalous (independent) 
Serbian Orthodox Church. The festivities - liturgies; banquet; presentations 
by artists, singers, and actors of Serbia's cultural heritage - were attended 
by the vice-president of the Serbia, one of six republics and two provinces 
which make up Yugoslavia. There was extensive Yugoslav media coverage. 


Also present were representatives of the World Council of Churches (of which 
the Serbian Orthodox Church is a member) - Europe Secretary Uffe Gjerding and 
World Mission and Evangelism Deputy Director Ion Bria. They brought a message 
from WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, who called the monastery "the heart 
of prayer and discernment of the Serbian Church, nurturing and sustaining its 
freedom, autonomy, mission, and service". He added that "during difficult and 
crucial periods", it “has been the spiritual guide and pillar of the 
legitimate resistance of the people”. 


In his address, Serbian Orthodox Patriarch German recalled the role of the 
Monastery in Serbian history, and said that "on the threshold of the ninth 
century of its glorious existence, it is once more fully equipped to be a 
symbol and continue its mission ... in the centuries to come". 


Bria and Gjerding said the monastery celebrations, plus the building of a big 
cathedral (the largest in the Balkans) and a new seminary, are signs of 
renewal in the church, and of its "new commitment to society", which, in a 
time of economic and social difficulties, needs to reaffirm historical roots 
and national identity. They said a challenge for the church is to undertake 
this effort without succumbing to "the danger of triumphalism". - EPS 


NIGERIAN CHRISTIAN GROUPS Ecumenical Press 
PROTEST CHURCH DESTRUCTION Service 86.06.05 


LAGOS - In a letter to Nigerian Internal Affairs Minister John Shagaya, the 
Christian Council and Christian Association of Nigeria charge successive 
Nigerian federal governments, by "taciturn and indifferent attitude to ... 
inquisitorial harassment of peace-loving Christian citizens of this comtry", 
have acquiesced in “subtle and vigorous plans of those non-Christian fanatics 
who are bent on exterminating Christianity and Christians from Nigeria". 


Referring to “wanton, sadistic, and barbaric destruction and desecration of 
our church buildings", the letter asks the current government to "take 
effective steps to ensure that the peaceful and law-abiding Christian citizens 
of this comtry practise their religion without any further harassment". It 
adds that “at no time have Christians, individually or as groups, destroyed or 
damaged mosques or any other places of worship. Our passivity and silence, in 
the face of calculated acts of provocation, should not be misinterpreted as 
inability to strike back." 


Speaking of the Christian community as "peaceful and law-abiding", the letter 
says “even Christians are, like other human beings, ordinary flesh and blood. 
We pray that we may not be forced to a position where we will not mly bark, 
but shall inevitably have to do some excruciating biting. Meanwhile, we are, 
once again, advising all the followers of Christ in Nigeria, to keep calm, in 
the face of unnecessary and abominable provocations." - EPS 


METHODIST BISHOPS CONDEMN Ecumenical Press 
ALL USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS Service 86.06.06 


MORRISTOWN (New Jersey/US) - At their meeting here, the 58 active US and 
overseas bishops of the United Methodist Church wumanimously approved a 
document on nuclear disarmament which includes a "clear and unconditional 'no' 
to muclear war and to any use of nuclear weapons". They also say “nuclear 
deterrence ... cannot receive the church's blessing". 


The 30,000-word document, "In Defense of Creation: The Nuclear Crisis and a 
Just Peace", includes a four-page pastoral letter, a 14-page overview, and an 
87-page foundation document. It follows a two-year study and drafting process. 


C. Dale White, bishop of the United Methodist New York area, who co-chaired 
the panel that drafted the document, said it is "not an ex-cathedra 
pronouncement of what United Methodism believes", nor does it represent 
consensus in the denomination. Calling their document "pastoral and 
prophetic", White said the bishops speak as "chief pastors and teachers who 
have spiritual and temporal oversight", and who function as "chief of the 
servants" of the church. 


White said the 1983 pastoral letter on peace by the US Roman Catholic bishops 
(EPS 83.05.22) strongly influenced the United Methodist bishops. In a 
comparison of the two documents, National Catholic News Service says they 
“exhibit remarkable similarity in views, concerns, and moral perspectives", 
with "both ... in substantial opposition to many elements of US policy". 
However, in one major difference, the Roman Catholic bishops allow "strictly 
conditioned moral acceptance of nuclear deterrence". 


In an early negative reaction to the letter, United Methodists for Religious 
liberty and Human Rights said that "although the bishops seem unwilling to 
deal with the threat of Marxist-Leninist totalitarianism, they are willing to 
fan the flames of nuclear hysteria". - EPS 


NEW OCONSTITUTION'S REFERENCE Ecumenical Press 
TO GOD DEBATED IN NICARAGUA Service 86.06.07 


This item is based on material from Rome—based IPS news agency. 


MANAGUA —- One of the most heated issues being debated in Nicaragua these days 
is whether the preamble to the new constitution should mention God. The 
inauguration of public debate on the constitution (18 May) marked the 91st 
anniversary of the birth of Augusto Sandino, after whom the Sandinista 
revolutionary government which took power in 1979 is named. 


In a newspaper article (15 May), a group of Christians suggested that wording 
from a 1980 document from the Sandinista National Liberation Front be included 
in the new constitution: "Christians have been an integral part of our 
revolutionary history, of our struggle for power of the people, and for the 
construction of a new society. In Nicaragua, we show the world that one can 
believe in God and be a revolutionary at the same time, without there being 
contradiction between convictions." 


However, various liberal, social democratic, and marxist-leninist sectors of 
the country are opposing the reference to God, on grounds that the 
constitution is a secular document. Some parliamentarians and members of the 
assembly preparing the constitution have said they will not approve it if God 
is left out. 


There is, however, near unanimous agreement that the constitution include a 
reference to Sandino. That prampted one Christian activist to ask, "If the 
name of Sandino must be invoked, how is the name of God, who Sandino invoked 
before the struggle against the Yankees, not going to be invoked." - EPS 


Protestants of ‘Latin Europe' meet EPS 86.06.08 
GRENOBLE - The general assembly of the Conference of Protestant Churches of 


the Latin Countries of Europe (CEPPLE) met here (22-25 May). Its theme was 
"God's people in diaspora: What kind of commmnities? What kind of 
Ministries? What kind of changes?" CEPPLE groups 26 denominations in 
Portugal, Spain, Italy, France, Belgium, and Switzerland. All except those in 
Switzerland are small minorities in their countries. - EPS 


New RES general secretary chosen EPS 86.06.09 
GRAND RAPIDS (Michigan/US) - The Interim Committee of the Reformed Ecumenical 
Synod has appointed Richard van Houter to succeed Paul Schrotenboer as RES 
general secretary when Schrotenboer retires at the end of 1988. During 1988, 
van Houter is to be associate general secretary. He is currently associate 
director of the Chinese Research Centre in Hong Kong. RES groups about three 
dozen, mostly small, Reformed denominations around the world. - EPS 


Private prayer reportedly okay in Albania EPS 86.06.10 
STUTTGART - According to a report at the annual meeting of the missionary 


society "Licht im Osten", the Albanian chief of state, Ramiz Alia, has said 
someone who prays in a private room will no longer be subject to arrest or 
other punishments. Since proclaiming itself an atheistic state, Albania has 
banned every expression of religion, including private prayer. - EPS 


Christian—Muslim dialogue in Malawi EPS 86.06.11 
ZOMBA (Malawi) — Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service reports 19 
May) that a 90-participant national theological conference was held here 
recently to explore ways to improve dialogue between Christians and Mislims in 
the country, where the population of 5.5 million is estimated to be about half 


Christian and about me-third Mislim. —- EPS 


Geneva marks 450th anniversary of church reformation EPS 86.06.12 
GENEVA - The 450th anniversary of the vote in Geneva, 21 May 1536, which 


reformed both church and state, was observed here last month with a two-week 
series of religious services, commemorations, concerts, academic forums, and 
other events. An international forum on Reformed thought today (20-23 May) 
brought together about 400 Reformed Christians from around the world. Special 
Sunday worship took place (18,25 May) in the cathedral here where John Calvin, 
the city's chief reformer, preached in the 16th century. - EPS 


News agency reports alleged Vatican aid to Nazis EPS 86.06.13 
NEW YORK - In a four-part series last month, Religious News Service said 


“answers to recurring questions about the Vatican's role in the escape of Nazi 
war criminals after World War II have begun to hinge largely on the activities 
of a Croatian priest known at the time as the ‘Vatican's grey eminence'". The 
priest, Krunoslav Dragonovic, died three years ago in Yugoslavia. - EPS 


US Anglican presiding bishop announces Aids prayer day EPS 86.06.14 


NEW YORK - Presiding Bishop Edmond Lee Browning of the [US-based Anglican] 
Episcopal Church is urging all Episcopalians to join him on Sunday, 9 November 
in “offering prayers and intercessions for people with Aids and for those who 
minister to them". Browning's call comes in the wake of last year's Episcopal 
convention resolution urging such a day. Most Aids victims in the US are male 
homosexuals. — EPS 


Sudanese lican bishop killed in helicopter crash EPS 86.06.15 
RUMBEK (Sudan) - John Malou Ater, a bishop of the [Anglican] Church of the 
Province of Sudan, and another person, a representative of the Christian aid 
organization World Vision, were killed in a helicopter crash here (19 May). 
They and four others were reportedly in the army helicopter trying to locate 
displaced persons with the hope of supplying food and other relief supplies. 
The helicopter was reportedly hit by a missile fired by the Sudan People's 
Liberation Army. — EPS 


Survey: pope's Indian visit interests some of other faiths EPS 86.06.16 
NEW DELHI - The Indian Christian news agency SAR reports (15 May) that a 


“survey shows that the pope's recent visit to India generated interest in 
people of other religions to some, though not a very great extent". — EPS 


Arrests of Christians in Nepal reported EPS 86.06.17 
SIRSA (Nepal) -— The Indian Christian news agency SAR reports (15 May) that 
Christians from this village have been arrested recently in connection with 
public preaching. The Hindu kingdom prohibits conversions, though it allows 
the practice of one's own religion. - EPS 


East African Presbyterian sisterhoods EPS 86.06.18 
NAIROBI - Africa Church Information Service reports that the Presbyterian 


Church of East Africa is considering establishing a religious community or 
communities for women, like those of Roman Catholic sisters, to encourage 
women to assist in pastoral work. - EPS 


Pro-gun control article brings angry US Lutheran letters EPS 86.06.19 
WASHINGTON - An article in a church magazine reflecting official Lutheran 
Church in America opposition to a proposal to make it easier to buy, sell, and 
transport guns in the US has drawn irate responses from gun owners all over 
the US. Several writers said they would not give any more money to the LCA 
One, alluding to the 23d Psalm, said, "instead of rod and staff, my Colt .45 
comforts me. In our crime-ridden country, we are in the valley of death." 
John Lille, assistant director for governmental affairs of the lutheran 
Council in the USA, said his office was "surprised by the level of 
opposition." —- EPS 


Kirk reports Christian belief among non-church le EPS 86.06.20 
EDINBURGH - A survey by the [Reformed] Church of Scotland (Kirk) reports that 
among the half of the Scottish population reckoned to be outside any church, 
"it is notable how many within the 'non-church' group subscribed to central 
truths of the Christian faith, and how quite a proportion of church members 
professed agnosticism". Percentages of Kirk members affirming beliefs in God, 
that Jesus died for their sins, that Jesus rose from the dead, and that 
individuals live after death were 86.7, 74.8, 73.6, and 52.6. (Comparable 
figures for Roman Catholics were 93.6, 91.5, 91.5, and 71.7.) - EPS 


Eight of 11 US sanctuary workers convicted EPS 86.06.21 
TUCSON (Arizona/US) - Eight of 11 church workers in the "sanctuary trial” here 
were found guilty last month of conspiring to smuggle illegal aliens from 
Central America into the US. The jury deliberated nine days, following the 
six-month trial. The eight face fines of up to 10,000 US dollars and as many 
as five years in prison. The 11 say they helped legitimate refugees fleeing 
repression. They accused the US government of paying informers to infiltrate 
and record worship services, meetings, and Bible-study meetings. — EPS 


Divorce reform proposals in Ireland EPS 86.06.22 
DUBLIN — Government proposals to legalize divorce in the Republic of Ireland 


are being opposed by leaders of the numerically-dominant Poman Catholic 
Church. Several RC bishops have written pastoral letters linking the proposal 
with a threat to the family. These have included photographs of smiling 
families and highlighted warnings that "divorce is always a disaster for 
children". A referendum om the reform, which would allow divorce after a 
five-year marriage breakdown, is likely 26 June. Malta and Ireland are the 
two European countries where divorce is forbidden. In Ireland, a few church 
and civil annulments of marriages are granted each year. - EPS 


Free Church of Scotland leader questions opposition to S. Africa EPS 86.06.23 
EDINBURGH - Addressing the General Assembly last month of the small Free 


[Reformed] Church of Scotland, Moderator Angus Smith suggested that if the 
government of South Africa were Roman Catholic, the World Council of Churches 
and other church-related organizations would not be "so keen to bring about 
her political destruction. Can it possibly be that South Africa's real crime 
is that she is Calvinistic, with praying members in her cabinet?" Smith 
asked. On another subject, the assembly voted overwhelmingly that active 
membership in the Freemasons is "incompatible" with church membership. - EPS 


Trial of six Czechoslovak Roman Catholics reported EPS 86.06.24 
PRAGUE - The Austrian Christian news agency Kathpress reports a trial began 
here last month of six Roman Catholics arrested in April 1985 and charged with 
writing and distributing illegal religious pamphlets. The agency said they 
face up to two years in jail if convicted of "obstructing supervision of 
religious activities". - EPS 


Chilean raids continue despite church appeal EPS 86.06.25 
SANTIAGO — Notwithstanding an appeal from Juan Francisco Cardinal Fresno, the 


Roman Catholic archbishop here, Chilean police continued last month a series 
of house-to-house searches for common criminals and government opponents. — EPS 


World Day of Prayer marks 100 years EPS 86.06.26 
NEW YORK — About 150 women from 80 coummtries met near hear last month to mark 


the 100th anniversary of the World Day of Prayer, celebrated each year on the 
first Friday of March. The celebration concludes with the 100th WDP, next 6 
March. Now ecumenical and international, it began with a call by Mary Ellen 
James, president of a US Presbyterian women's board for home missions, to US 
Presbyterian women for a day of prayer in 1887. - EPS 


Salvation Army elects Eva Burrows as general EPS 86.06. 27 
LONDON - The High Council of the Salvation Army has chosen Eva Burrows, a 
Salvation Army territorial commander in Australia since 1982, as the army's 
new general (world leader). She succeeds the retiring Jarl Wahlstrom next 
month. At 56, she is the youngest general elected. She is the second waman 
to head the army, founded in 1865 by William Booth in Britain. (Booth's 
daughter, Evangeline, was SA general from 1934 to 1939.) - EPS 


WCC replies to Jewish committee request on Waldheim EPS 86.06.28 
GENEVA —- In a letter (6 May) to Chairman Mordecai Waxman of the International 
Jewish Committee om Interreligious Consultations, General Secretary Emilio 
Castro of the World Council of Churches says the WCC is "not in a position to 
support the call you are making for the enquiry into the Kurt Waldheim-era of 
the United Nations". (Waldheim was the leading candidate for president in 
this month's Austrian elections.) Castro said the WCC does not see any link 
between Waldheim's World War II activities and UN policies when he was its 
secretary general. The IJCIC had urged the Vatican and the WCC to support 
such an investigation (EPS 86.04.70). Castro regretted the resolution urging 
WCC support was "released to the press before we were informed about it". - EPS 


Australia church council protests on land rights EPS 86.06.29 


SYDNEY - The Australian Council of Churches protested (16 May) "the continued 
bad faith of the government" which led to a breakdown of negotiations between 
the government and the Central and Northern Lands Councils over proposals for 
legislation about land rights for Australia's Aborigines (descendants of the 
country's first inhabitants). ACC General Secretary Jean Skuse urged "that in 
the interests of all Australians, and of a just and harmonious society, the 
government ... return to its own enunciated five principles for national 
landrights legislation." She said the ACC supports the negotiating position 
of the lands councils "unequivocally." [See also EPS 86.05.03 ] - EPS 


Czechoslovak religious leaders committee on US bombing of Libya EPS 86.06.30 
BRATISLAVA (Czechoslovakia) - Christians and Jews, meeting here as_ the 


Committee of Church and Religious Leaders in the CSSR (Czechoslovakia) in 
connection with International Peace Year, condemned the "dark forces of 
militarism in the US-initiated aggression against ... Libya. Fefusing to 
respect the laws of humanity and the laws of our Lord," the committee 
continues, "these forces threaten the peace of the world and the survival of 
Civilization through their cynical and arrogant actions." - EPS 


Hamburg congregation says 'no Libyan is our enemy' EPS 86.06.31 
BONN - The church council of a lutheran congregation (St. Paul's) in the 
Altona section of Hamburg sent a three-person delegation to the Libyan 
people's bureau (embassy) here with a bouquet of flowers and a _ message 
expressing horror at the US bombing of the country. "Jesus urges us to love 
our enemies," the message concludes. "We feel called upon to state as 
Christians: no Libyan is our enemy." In his reply, the Libyan ambassador 
spoke of the "many Christians ... in the Arab states, of whom many are our 
friends. Both of our two religions are rooted in the same people. It is good 
that these religions act like friends." —- EPS 


Dutch ambassador resigns over nuclear issues EPS 86.06.32 


MADRID - After 36 years of diplomatic service, the Dutch ambassador to Spain, 
Edy Korthals Altes, has resigned (effective 1 July) because he disagrees with 
Dutch nuclear policy. "Today," he said, "a Christian and a humanist cannot 
escape the question of cooperating in a process which he knows that, without 
Change, can lead to an apocalypse." In connection with his resignation, he 
met with WCC staff members. He said that as part of his future work for arms 
control, he hopes to contribute in same way to WCC work on issues of justice, 
peace, and the integrity of creation. - EPS 


i 


Rwanda RC bishops disapprove woman's faith healin EPS 86.06. 33 
KIGALI re - Rwanda's Roman Catholic bishops have issued a statement 
disapproving of the healing activities of 22-year-old Eugenia Mukakalisa. The 
eight bishops say her healing gifts are "dubious", object to the title 
"mikiza" (saviour) supporters have given her, and warn about poor sanitary 
conditions at Coko, where she is based. "Christ cannot approve of such 
disorder", the bishops say, asking Christians to be "very cautious of people 
who pretend to have supernatural visions or to be invested with a divine 
mission. We do also remind you that none is allowed to preach in churches or 
on the hills without the explicit permission of his bishop." The woman began 
her healing activities in April 1985, after, she said, she heard Jesus and his 
mother speaking to her. Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service 
reports crowds continue to come to Coko, though they are smaller than before 
the bishops' negative advice. - EPS 


Methodist-United union discussions in North India EPS 86.06. 34 
NEW DELHI - The second meeting of the Union Negotiations Committee of the 
[United] Church of North India and the Methodist Church in India took place at 
CNI headquarters (here, 19-20 April). Though MCI representatives thought 
unification of episcopates, mutual recognition and acceptance of ordained 
ministries, and intercommunion might take place in advance of structural 
union, CNI representatives noted that the plan which brought the CNI into 
being in 1970 considered those points as aspects of a package including 
structural union, and so "to discover the possibility of a unification of the 
ministry and intercommunion ‘outside the structural wunion' would require a 
great deal of theological spadework and time". The committee is to meet again 
8-10 January in Bombay. The predecessor body of the MCI was part of 
negotiations to set up the CNI, but withdrew shortly before it began. - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Christian Opposition to Japanese Prince's Visit EPS 86.06.35 


This is excerpted from a statement by the central committee of the National 
Christian Council in Japan, opposing the planned visit later this year by 
Crown Prince Akihito and Princess Michiko to the Republic of [South] Korea. 


-.. We, Christians in Japan strongly request the government of Japan to 
guarantee the human rights of Koreans in Japan. Furthermore, we express our 
concern that without the restoration of democracy in South Korea, true peace 
in Asia cannot be realized. 


During the period of 40 years following the Pacific War, the Japanese 
government's policy in relation to South Korea has not carried out its 
responsibility to make amends for past colonial policies in Korea. Moreover, 
resisting international judicial opinion, the Alien Registration Law continues 
to be forced on people. Those who protest by refusing to fingerprint on the 
Alien Registration cards are refused re-entry permits to the comtry, thus 
completely restricting their travel outside Japan. In many. ways, 
bureaucratic control over Korean residents in Japan has reached new heights. 


It is our concern that the crown prince's visit to South Korea will signal 
recognition of the present political situation there. We believe that such a 
Visit will further solidify the political division of the south and north. In 
the past, Japanese churches did not protest when Japan invaded other Asian 
countries. When Christians in Korea protested against the enforcement of 
worship at Shinto shrines wumder Japanese colonial occupation and were 
forcefully suppressed, Japanese churches stood on the side of the state rather 
than sharing the burden of their brothers and sisters in Christ. With 
sincere repentance of our past mistakes, we here profess our hope to realize 
true fellowship in Christ with brother and sister Christians in Korea. - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "WCC Message After Sri Lanka Attack" EPS 86.06.36 


This message was sent by the secretary general of the World Council of 
Churches, Emilio Castro, to the ambassador of Sri Lanka in Geneva. 


We write this to convey through you our sympathy for all victims of the 
explosion in the Air Lanka plane at Colombo airport on Saturday, 3 May. We 
specially remember the families of those killed and pray for the speedy 
recovery of those injured. 


We condemn the act of violence which caused this tragedy. Such acts which 
deliberately seek to destroy the lives of innocent human beings deserve 
denunciation. 


We take this opportunity to reiterate our conviction that the present conflict 
in Sri Lanka has to be solved through political means and we hope that all 
concerned will make sincere efforts to resume negotiations for a settlement 
which ensures justice. 


We assure you of our continuing interest in the welfare of all people of Sri 
Lanka. — EPS 


ECUTEXT: "WCC Message on Attack on Zambia, Botswana, Zimbabwe" EPS 86.06 .37 


This message was sent to members of the World Council of Churches in Zambia, 
Botswana, and Zimbabwe. (The following WCC members are based there, or are 
based elsewhere and have members there: [Anglican] Church of the Province of 
Central Africa, United Congregational Church of Southern Africa, Methodist 
Church of Southern Africa, Presbyterian Church of Southern Africa, United 
Church of Zambia, Methodist Church in Zimbabwe, Greek [Eastern] Orthodox 
Patriarchate of Alexandria and All Africa, Presbyterian Church of Africa, 
United Methodist Church. ) 


We greet you in the name of Christ. On behalf of the World Council of 
Churches we want to express our deep condolences and outrage over the recent 
bombings and commando attacks carried out by the South African regime in your 
countries. 


You, the people and churches of Zambia, Botswana and Zimbabwe, have opened 
your borders and your hearts to refugees fleeing the brutal system of 
apartheid. As we uphold you in our intercessions, we express our readiness 
to continue assisting you in your vital refugee work and defend your right to 
carry out such a Christian labour of love without fear of attack by air or 
commando raid. We will continue to support you as you work with refugees, 
who having already suffered so much in their own land now find their security 
and dignity again violated. 


We are aware that these renewed attacks by the South African regime occur 
during a peace mission in the region by the Commonwealth Eminent Persons 
Group. The WCC condemns and deplores these actions which reduce the chances 
for a peaceful solution to the problems of Southern Africa. 


The WCC expresses its profound sympathy for all those who have suffered as a 
result of these attacks. Please convey to them the assurance of our 
solidarity. We will continue to keep you and the people of South Africa in 
our prayers, especially on 16 June 1986, as the churches of the whole world 


remember through prayer and fasting the sacrifice, agony and travail of all 
who died in coehaehet years ago and those who te eto ee Fogg 8 today. — EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Background Information on Soweto" EPS 86.06.38 


This is among material prepared in connection with the World Day of Prayer 
and Fasting for South Africa, 16 June (EPS 86.04.53). 


Soweto, 16 June 1976, is South Africa's most potent symbol of black 
resistance. Approximately 700 people were killed and hundreds more wounded 
in unrest which soon extended beyond that day and place to encompass the 
entire country. These events have come to constitute a fundamental crisis in 
South African society which the authorities are apparently incapable of 
resolving. They represent a phase of resistance which began on 21 March 1960 
when the police killed 69 people and wounded a further 180 people in the 
notorious Sharpeville shootings. In the short tem, black unrest was quelled 
and white dominance firmly reaffirmed. 


It is, however, clear that Sharpeville was a turning point in the history of 
African self—-determination. Protest hardened into resistance, and blacks 
were forced to think more sharply and clearly of the need for fundamental 
Change. The reality of the Sharpeville atrocity was recognized throughout 
the world, in the wake of which South African and world church leaders met at 
Cottesloe in December 1960 to reject the apartheid system as un-Christian. 


The Soweto unrest again compelled the Christian church to address itself to 
the crisis within the country - a crisis that continues to this day, as is 
evidenced in the killing of people at Uitenhage. In response to this 
reality, those churches who enjoy fraternity through the SACC [South African 
Council of Churches] and other ecumenical forms of contact, have consistently 
condemned the structures of racial and economic oppression in this land as 
being contrary to the declared will of God, made known in the scriptures am 
the traditions of the church. 


Now, on 16 Jume, and 25 years after the dawning of this phase of resistance, 
it is right to remember those whose blood has been shed in resistance and 
protest against an unjust system. It is also right that we as Christians 
reassess our response to a system that all right-thinking people identify as 
unjust. 


We have prayed for our rulers, as is demanded of us in the scriptures. We 
have entered into consultation with them as is required by our faith. We 
have taken the reluctant and drastic step of declaring apartheid to be 
contrary to the declared will of God, and some churches have declared its 
theological justification to be a heresy. 


We now pray that God will replace the present structures of oppression with 
ones that are just, and remove from power those who persist in defying his 
laws, installing in their place leaders who will govern with justice and mercy. 


The considered judgement of every synod, assembly and conference of the Roman 
Catholic and mainline Protestant churches (with the exception of the Afrikaans 
Reformed churches), has been that the present regime, together with its 
structures of domination, stands in contradiction to the Christian gospel to 
which the churches of the land seek to remain faithful. We have continually 
prayed for the authorities, that they may govern wisely and justly. 


Now, in solidarity with those who suffer most, in this hour of crisis we pray 
that God in His grace may remove from His people the tyrannical structures of 
oppression and the present rulers in our country who persistently refuse to 
heed the cry for justice, as reflected in the Word of God as proclaimed 
through His church both within this land and beyond. ... — EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Day of Prayer for South Africa - 16 June" EPS 86.06.39 


The first item is from the letter from C. F. Beyers Naudé, general secretary 
of the South African Council of Churches, in connection with the "day of 
prayer to end unjust rule of apartheid". 


The second is from the joint letter of the general secretaries of the World 
Council of Churches (Emilio Castro), World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
(Edmond Perret), and lIutheran World Federation (Gunnar Staalsett) in 
connection with the same day. 


Never before in the history of our country have so many millions of Christians 
in South Africa called upon so many millions of Christians throughout the 
world to join with them in a day of prayer to plead to God that the present 
unjust rule of apartheid be brought to an end, that apartheid and racism in 
all its forms in all countries of the world be removed and destroyed, than on 
this day - 16 June 1986 - a decade after Soweto, 16 June 1976. 


On behalf of the millions of oppressed people of our land we of the South 
African Council of Churches call upon all Christians and adherents of all 
faiths which equally reject apartheid as a policy which is evil, inhuman and 
destructive to humankind as a whole, to gather with us on this day in churches 
and cathedrals, in places of worship and work, in streets and public squares, 
in homes and offices and factories as people of God, young and old, to pray 
fervently that God may destroy this evil system and that a just, non-racial, 
democratic and participatory society may emerge. 


We call upon you to bring to God in prayer all those who have died in their 
courageous resistance to apartheid, all those who have been wounded, detained, 
tortured, banned or driven into exile in their valiant and determined 
opposition to this vile system. 


We equally call upon you to include in your supplication the oppressive rulers 
and all those who through decades of apartheid rule have enjoyed the fruits of 
oppression and exploitation that they may openly repent of their attitudes and 
actions, including those of compliance and sinful compromise, and that they 
may find the courage to side with the oppressed and the exploited and actively 
support the step towards a future where the whole country will be liberated 
and reunited, where ethnic divisions will be rejected and resisted, where the 
human dignity, rights and responsibilities of all people will be honoured and 
where the church will truly become a servant church, the body of Christ 
ministering to the people of God. 


May this day of prayer in faith become for all of us a day of hope and of 
celebration of God's triumph of good over evil, of light over darkness: And 
may violence cease and peace with justice come to our land. 


KKRKEKKKKEKEEEKEEKEKKEKEEKEKKEE 


On 16 June we shall remember with sadness the tenth anniversary of the Soweto 
massacre in South Africa. Unfortunately the situation has not improved since 
that bloody day. 


We would like to mobilize all our spiritual forces to bring before the throne 
of grace the plight and hopes of the people of South Africa. The churches 
there are asking for our solidarity in what they consider to be the moment of 
decision. ... — EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Do a New Thing Lord: Prayer for South Africa" EPS 86.06.40 


This prayer is being distributed in connection with the World Day of Prayer 
and Fasting for South Africa, 16 June. 


Eternal God, our hope in times of despair, our life in the midst of death: 
You showed your faithfulness to our ancestors and listened to them as they 
called upon you in their distress. We cry out to you today with the people of 
South Africa - a nation in turmoil, torn apart by violence. We pray for the 
overthrow of injustice, and the healing of wounds. 


Strengthen, O Lord, those who work to unmask the forces of evil, and to break 
down a system rooted in injustice. Deepen the commitment of your people as 
they struggle to dethrone the powers of oppression and establish justice in 
the land. Strengthen their will, we pray, O Iord, that they may not be 
crippled by helplessness but go on, in your power, to the very end, till the 
cries of anguish are turned to shouts of joy. Show forth your power, O Lord 
of the nations, and do a new thing among your people, and establish justice, 
peace and true community. 


Our hearts are heavy; our wounds are deep. [Do not wait, O Lord, but bring 
your healing before we can no longer forgive; before, consumed with hatred, 
we lose the ability to love. When death had done its worst you brought your 
Son to new life; you revealed the power of your love and your victory over 
evil. Break our bonds and set us all free, that we may know that you are the 
Lord. Amen. - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "WCC Statement on Chernobyl" EPS 86.06.41 


This message went from General Secretary Emilio Castro to members of the 
World Council of Churches in the Soviet Union. These include the Armenian 
[Oriental Orthodox] Apostolic Church, Estonian Evangelical LIutheran Church, 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia, Georgian [Eastern] Orthodox Church, 
Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church, Union of Evangelical Christians-Baptists. 
In addition, the United Methodist Church, and the Greek [Eastern] Orthodox 
Patriarchates of Alexandria and Antioch, though based outside the USSR, 
include in their membership Chrristians in that country. 


As we send you greetings in the name of Christ, we convey through you our 
sympathy for all victims of the accident at the nuclear plant at Chernobyl in 
Ukraine. The people in the Soviet Union and those in other countries 
affected by nuclear radiation have been very much in our thoughts and prayers 
these days. 


The accident has come as yet another sombre reminder of the grave risks 
involved in the production and use of nuclear energy. The WCC has maintained 
that there are serious unresolved questions associated with reactor safety, 
appropriate safeguards for radiation protection and effective international 
standards. It has called for public debate in all countries about the 
over-all risks, costs, and benefits of nuclear energy. 


The accident has underlined the need for all nations to accept improved 
arrangements for regular inspection by appropriate international agencies for 
the maintenance of the safety of nuclear plants. In view of the fact that 
radiation quickly spreads across nations, there is need for expeditious and 
full sharing of information on mtters related to safety of nuclear reactors. 


As we continue to uphold you and all the people in your country in our 
intercessions, we express our readiness to assist you in all possible ways. - 
EPS 


EQUTEXT: "Statement of Opposition to Namibian Government" EPS 86.06.42 


This text was endorsed by representatives of church, political-party, and 
other groups opposed to the South African-appointed government in Namibia, at 
a meeting under the auspices of the Council of Churches in Namibia. It was 
signed by representatives of the CCN, five denominations (lutheran, Roman 
Catholic, Anglican, Methodist [2]), seven political parties, the Namibia 
National Student's Organization, Namibia Women's Voice, and Namibian YWCA. 


.-. [We] unanimously resolve ...: 1.1 to reject South Africa's continuing 
delaying tactics and its persistent refusal to have United Nations Security 
Council resolution 435 of 1978 implemented (which resolution was accepted by 
all parties concerned including the Republic of South Africa and the United 
States of America); 


1.2 to reject the unholy alliance between the United States of America and the 
Republic of South Africa in their attempts to bypass the said United Nations 
Security Council resolution 435 by linking the independence of Namibia to 
issues which are totally extraneous, such as the withdrawal of Cuban troops 
from Angola; 


1.3 to reject the succession of Pretoria-installed puppet governments of which 
the so-called transitional government is the latest creation; 


1.4 to reject the so-called transitional government on the grounds that: 1.41 
it is forced upon our people by South Africa; 1.42 it is kept in power only 
by the sheer brutal force of the army of occupation, e.g. the ‘security 
police’ and koevoet, etc.; 1.43 it is not elected and has no mandate from the 
Namibian people; 


1.5 to reject the increasingly repressive nature and dictatorial actions of 
the so-called transitional government, in particular, the latest ban on all 
gatherings in the Windhoek magisterial district, in terms of the riotous 
assemblies act, an act which in itself is such a flagrant violation of 
fundamental human rights that it has even been abolished in South Africa 
itself: 


1.6 to reject the illegal presence of the South African army in Namibia, the 
forced conscription of Namibians, the creation of the so-called South West 
Africa territorial force through which civil war is being forced upon the 
people of Namibia; 1.7 to condemn all the oppressive and inhuman laws 
applicable in Namibia, in particular ag 9, ag 26 and the terrorism act of 1967. 


Therefore, we reaffirm: 2.1 the inalienable rights of the Namibian people to 
gain their self-determination and independence now; 2.2 the inviability of 
the territorial integrity of our comtry and our commitment to one Namibia one 
nation; 2.3 the international status of Namibia and the obligations of the 
international community; 2.4 that United Nations Security Council resolution 
435 is the only peaceful democratic way of achieving internationally- 
recognized independence for Namibia; 


Consequently, we severally and collectively commit ourselves to: 3.1 mobilize 
and conscientize the Namibian masses so as to actively resist the status quo; 

3.2 embark on a campaign of positive action aimed at bringing about the 
immediate and unconditional implementation of UNSCR 435; 3.3 work towards the 
abolition of the so-called transitional government and its replacement by an 
internationally-recognized and  democratically-elected government truly 


representative of the Namibian people; 3.4 carry on the campaign against 
campulsory, military service. —- EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Christian Council Statement on Sri Lankan Situation" EPS 86.06.43 


This item was sent to the president of Sri Lanka by the justice-—and-peace 
commission of the National Christian Council of Sri Lanka. The council 
groups Anglican, Methodist, Baptist, United (CSI), Salvation Army, and 
Reformed jurisdictions, as well as several Christian agencies. 


--- We welcome the government decision to grant citizenship to 94,000 
stateless plantation workers. The implementation of such legislation will 
remove a major injustice with which the National Christian Council with many 
other groups has been concerned since plantation workers were disfranchised in 
1948. Such a decision, however, would be greatly strengthened if it were 
accompanied by more efforts to remove the causes of violence still prevalent 
with tragic intensity and danger in several areas of our land. 


We deplore all violence not only in the north and the east but wherever it 
occurs as we believe it is always counter-productive for the building of a 
humane and responsible society. But when the apprehension and detention of 
those suspected of violence are under the emergency regulations ... the sequel 
too often appears to be protracted incarceration with no intimation to the 
persons effected of the reasons for such arrest; and this leads not to 
overcoming but to the commission of further injustices. 


In these circumstances, allegations of harsh and inhuman treatment, even of 
torture and other atrocities, keep mounting and much harm is then done to 
aggravate an already complicated situation and to spoil the image of our land 
abroad. Today, as the death toll from wanton killings increases, with its 
legacy of grief for the bereaved, feelings of despair have begun to grip large 
numbers of our citizens. 


It is therefore imperative that to save the situation from worsening a 
procedure should be devised quickly and scrupulously implemented to ensure 
that every person arrested under the emergency regulations or the prevention 
of terrorism act is produced before a magistrate within forty eight hours of 
such arrest with a report setting out ... (e) the reasons for arrest and the 
offence or offences alleged to have been committed for which he or she is to 
be charged; (f) the names and addresses of up to three persons whom he or she 
wishes should be informed of the arrest .... It is also essential that the 
number of magistrates and other investigating officers should be increased 
sufficiently to enable expeditious handling of these cases. 


We urge that these recommendations and those made by the Sri Lanka Bar 
Association in this regard, be implemented without delay .... We are 
convinced that vigorous and conscientious action on the lines we recommend 
could begin to restore the right spirit among us. 


Owing to the grave urgency to do all that is possible to help forward a 
political solution to our present conflict and to create an atmosphere of 
truth, trust and credibility in accordance with basic teachings of the great 
religions professed in our land, we appeal to all concerned to take immediate 
action to foster a language of discourse and a strategy of action involving 
direct human and personal contact between the leaders of the government and 
the Tamil leaders in the conflict far more than the indirect contact, so that 
it can help mutual understanding, goodwill, and compassion between the 
contending groups. 


We trust therefore that all who are in positions of leadership in all 

litical fe) will act according to the irit and principles of the 
Feligious professions made, and that at Bae ena pee WEIL ee support to such 
action with the urgency that the present situation demands ... —- EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Presbyterian Statement on South Korea" EPS 86.06.44 


This is excerpted from a 28 April statement. 


The 70th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of Korea has resolved to 
express the view of our church on the present critical phase of history, for 
the future of our nation and people. Standing before God with fearful and 
trembling hearts, we recognize the present situation as a critical time. 
Even though 40 years has passed since the division of our nation, there is a 
continuing sense of deep hostility and the threat of imminent confrontation 
between the North and the South; and this situation of tension has led to 
international and domestic instability and to restrictions upon the people's 
life. 


Various unjust political struggles block the freedom and prosperity of our 
people and nation; and peace, unification and justice are sacrificed. The 
national issue of security is abused to oppress and divide the people, through 
intelligence activities, false propaganda, suppression of human rights and the 
cultivation of the military culture, which seeks to solve all problems by 
means of violent force. The people's participation in discussions on 
national unification is also restricted, and such participation has become the 
exclusive prerogative of the ruling power. 


On the other hand, demonstrations by students, workers and farmers continue 
daily, calling for the guarantee of their justice and survival rights. The 
use of physical force to suppress them has resulted instead in pushing them 
into extreme militance. 


Even in this critical situation, the politicians are divided into several 
factions which are counterposed to one another in the cambat to remain in 
power or to take over power; they neglect to make efforts to overcome the 
present difficult situation for the sake of our people's future. Under the 
heavy burden of international debt the lives of poor citizens, workers and 
farmers are seriously threatened. The mass media, dominated by the collusion 
of the political and economic powers, is one-sided in its reporting; it 
spreads the corrupt culture of shamanism and pleasure; and it instils 
divisiveness and immorality in the spirit of the people. 


The political climate of fear silences the just and wise voices; and 
opportunists who are excessively loyal to the dominant power degrade our 
nation. What is more, even some religious leaders act in collusion with the 
political power, trying to satisfy their wanton desire to be leaders, and 
thereby manifesting eschatological symptoms to please men rather than God. 


The present government does not have support from the people, because it 
interprets this situation in a way that is advantageous to the ruling echelon; 
and because it concentrates its efforts on continuing its power, through 
excessive propaganda. The spreading nation-wide movement refusing to watch 
KBS-TV and boycotting payment of the TV fee; the signature campaign to revise 
the Constitution; the collective expressions of intellectuals, and so on, 
should be understood as a civil disobedience movement expressing the 
aspirations of the people for change in society. 


We recognize and name all these phenomena as consequences of the destruction 
of the created order of God; and therefore we call for restoration of the 
created order. We believe that such restoration will be realized when there 
is true justice and peace in the world that God has created; when the people 
- created in the image of God - enjoy their God-given rights of life and 
freedom and can live in a democratic nation established through their equal 
participation. ... - EPS 


EQUVIEW/Eagene Stockwell: "Nuclear Disaster and Mission" EPS 86.06.45 


This is excerpted from the editorial in the July issue of “International 
Review of Mission", a quarterly of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 
It was written before the USSR miclear accident in Chermmobyl. Stockwell is 
director of the WCC Commission q™m World Mission and Evangelism. 


... For quite some years now I have held a rather private theory. I do not 
find that many persons agree with it, but still I cannot quite give it up. ... 
My idea is that a major nuclear war is highly likely, probably between the two 
contemporary superpowers or their surrogate nations they supply with nuclear 
arms. 


If this seems too pessimistic a view to some it is still true that many able 
observers who witness the massive and ever-increasing buildup of enomnously 
destructive nuclear stockpiles, along with the continuing and ever-growing 
international tensions, consider miclear war a realistic possibility not to be 
easily dismissed with phrases such as "it has never happened before" or "no 
one would be so stupid as to unleash such destruction". If nuclear war is 
likely, my question is: what dramatic event might so sear the mindsets of the 
miclear powers, their people and their leaders, that would lead to a 
turn-around of present directions and substantially lessen the nuclear threat 
now present? 


I suggest that one answer to that question is the. occurrence of one or more 
miclear disasters of considerable magnitude on the hame soil of the nuclear 
powers, visible to all the world. Imagine, for instance, that the 
near-disaster at the miclear plant at Three Mile Island in Pennsylvania, USA, 
some years ago, had in fact been a nuclear melt-down with 200,000 dead in an 
area of a 100-mile radius of the plant near Washington D.C., leaving that area 
totally wminhabitable for centuries. 


What happened at Three Mile Island came very close to that, but fortunately 
the worst did not happen and, as nuclear proponents are quick to tell us, no 
one died at Three Mile Island. So we go o with our nuclear plants, our 
nuclear preparations, our many small nuclear accidents (almost daily the 
technicians tell us), our confidence in technical safety measures. But what 
if despite every precaution a major accident were to occur, an unlikely but 
possible combination of circumstances were to develop, and just once the major 
catastrophe would come? 


My theory, surely debatable, is that a major catastrophe of this magnitude on 
the home territory of a major muiclear power would so evidence the horrors and 
the devastation of nuclear destruction that to prepare further for nuclear 
war, or to risk again being the victim of such devastation in war, would be 
unthinkable, and hence a national public will would develop at once to outlaw 
the possibility of muclear holocaust forever. 


Does this theory make any sense? It cannot be proven. There are those who 
say that if we have not learned fram the horrors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, 
one more demonstration will not change the minds of the _ superpowers. 
Perhaps, but the point of the thesis is that the catastrophe will only have 
powerful meaning for the nuclear powers if it takes place in their ow 
industrial centres. It is a sad commentary on the racism of western powers 
that the death of Japanese in Hiroshima, or of Indians in Bhopal, or of 
Africans in Ethiopia is in same ways "acceptable" whereas the death of equal 
or lesser numbers of white Europeans or Americans would tke _ totally 
unacceptable, and would shake the consciences of those nations to the core, or 
so d me expect. - (over) 


disaster/2 


Another argument against my theory, and a persuasive cme, is that the 
superpowers are so enmeshed in mutual fear and in ideological justifications 
of their political positions that no catastrophe, no disaster, however vivid 
and present, would alter mindsets such as those now leading us perilously 
close to world-wide miclear annihilation. All they would do, so the argument 
goes, would be to redouble their defences, work harder on technological safety 
protections, increase their weaponry so that if war must come it will be 
harder on the opponent than om themselves. 


Wnat does all this have to do with the mission of the Christian church? Some 
months ago I was expounding my theory ... to the Mennonite theologian John 
Howard Yoder. He was doubtful that my "disaster theory" would have the 
impact I anticipated it might, for some of the above-stated reasons. I 
commented to him that of course I could never pray for such a disaster but 
realistically I expect it might come and I added, "If that does not halt and 
reverse the arms race and the threat of muclear war, what will?" Quietly 
Yoder responded, "What about the mission of the church?" 


I had no immediate answer. Yoder's question laid bare the fact that my 
little theory (which I still think has some merit as a possible future 
scenario if a major western muclear accident occurs) might be descriptive of 
potential events to come but it did not take into account the greatest power 
of all, God's power to overcome evil in the world. I was humbled to realize 
that I seemed to fail to take account of the power of crucified vulnerability, 
the intentionality of God's good purposes for the people God created and of 
the miraculous potentiality for new life everywhere present in our world. 


Year in and year out we Christians commit ourselves, so we say, to the 
fulfilment of God's mission on earth, but as ome who affirms that mission and 
our participation in it I have to ask myself profoundly: do I really believe 
that mission has the potential to avoid world nuclear destruction? If I do 
not believe that, what kind of Christian mission am I committed to anyway? 


What kind of Christian mission - that is the right question. Do I just want 
everyone on earth to hear of Jesus Christ and have the opportunity to accept 
or reject him? I just want more vital Christian communities to mushroom 
around the world? Do I just want this religiously pluralistic world to 
become less pluralistic and more uniform in adherence to a sole faith in Jesus 
Christ? Do I want a dominating Christian commmity of faith? What do I 
really want as a Christian mission that will be significant enough to 
challenge the powers of this world and avoid the destruction that surely goes 
contrary to God's intention for the creation placed in our hands? 


Any easy anwers to such questions are apt to be superficial, and hence 
unfaithful to God's purposes for us all. I note some pointers among many in 
scripture: 


- mission involves crucified vulnerability and courageous self-giving love 
more than protection of convictions, positions, power. 


- ultimate evil was ultimately defeated on the cross and in the resurrection 
of Jesus Christ; so, whatever happens around us, we are called to appropriate 
that victory, point to it, and live by its meaning. 


- God wants us to became deeply involved in the struggles of this world, 


against ev form of evil, including that massive contemporary evil of 
muclear threat, so that Christians and many others may be witnesses to the God 


of all and participants in God's purposes for all. ... -— EBS 
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SHOPTALK (53/18) 


Global Christian youth meeting on South Africa: A gathering of about 100 


youth from South Africa, other parts of Africa and of the world, is planned in 
Harare (Zimbabwe) 1-5 July. Focus of the meeting is the South African 
situation. It is a follow-up to the emergency meeting of church leaders on 
the South African situation in Harare last December (EPS 85.11.65, 12.44,45, 


46,75). EPS plans coverage in its issue to be mailed 9 July. Journalists who 


need coverage sooner or more frequently, or who wish to attend the meeting, 
should contact EPS. 


EPS 86.06.04: In line two of paragraph four, change "seminary" to 
"theological faculty". EPS 86.05.19: The Church of England in South Africa 
appears in the membership list of the 1984 Handbook of the Reformed Ecumenical 
Synod. However, RES General Secretary Paul Schrotenboer writes to say that 
the CESA withdrew from the RES in the early eighties. 


MECC executive committee: A summary of the 16-18 April meeting of the 
executive committee of the Middle East Council of Churches is available from 
Larry Ekin, MECC/Communications, Box 1020, Limassol, Cyprus. WCC education 
newsletter: The current issue (no.1/1986) focuses on education for justice, 
peace, and the integrity of creation. A copy is available from WCC/Education, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Centenary of Uganda martyrs: A six-page historical summary of 24 Christian 
martyrs of Uganda, the largest group of whom were killed 3 June 1886, has been 
prepared by Namirembe Diocese of the [Anglican] Church of Uganda, Box 14297, 
Kampala. 


Sudan - emergency (12 May), Uganda - relief and rehabilitation (24 April), 
Bangladesh - cyclone May 1985 (24 April) are reports available from 


WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20. Integrity of creation: Report of a 
consultation in York (1-4 May) under WCC auspices on “integrity of creation" 
is available from WCC/Church & Society or WCC/Faith & Order, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. Spirituality in India: A spirituality consultation co-sponsored 
by the Ecumenical Christian Centre and the World Council of Churches was held 
at the ECC in Whitefield, Bangalore, India, 12-13 January. A copy of a report 
on the meeting is available from WCC/RCL, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. It 
includes references to ashrams, festivals, the sacramentality of nature, new 
church, women, and seven issues for further discussion, 


Week of Prayer for Christian Unity - Madagascar, Cameroon: Reports on how the 
week was marked in these two countries are available from EPS. Pope's visit 


to India: A reflection on the pope's visit to India this year by Jazer Raj, 
assistant professor of commerce at Scott Christian College in Nagercoil, 
India, is available from EPS. 


WCC/AACC Ecumenical Partners Meeting: A meeting of representatives of the 
World Council of Churches, the All Africa Conference of Churches, and their 


ecumenical partners took place in Geneva 2-3 April. Information from the 
meeting is available from WCC/CICARWS/Africa, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 
African Muslim-Christian dialogue: A report on an African Muslim-Christian 
dialogue attended by about 30 people in Porto Novo (Benin) (3-7 March) is 
available from WCC/Dialogue, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then ask for 
full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Tell us if you want to be on 
the telex list. Next EPS deadlines: 8h00 GMT on 3,18,30 June; 9,30 July; 
5,12,15,29 August.” (EPS appears about 40 times a year.) EPS printing: This 
issue, 4 June; next issue, 19 June. 
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ECUMENICAL CORPUS CHRISTI Ecumenical Press 
FREEDOM MARCH IN NAMIBIA Service 86.06.46 


WINDHOEK - Roman Catholic piety includes a procession marking the annual feast 
of Corpus Christi (the body of Christ in the eucharist). This year, in 
Namibia, where the feast was observed Sunday, 1 June, it received ecumenical 
support from Lutheran, Anglican, Methodist, and Reformed Christians. 


The procession's theme was "One in the Body of Christ: Together a Free 
People", taken as a reference to Namibia's independence from South Africa. On 
the Friday before, the procession was banned by the government as a "disguesed 
... effort to disobey the ... law.'"' However, at 21h30 the following evening, 
a court overturned the ban. 


An estimated 3000-4000 people processed through two black townships (Soweto 
and Katutura) and in the colored (mixed-race) township of Khomasdal. A plan 
to conclude at the Roman Catholic cathedral here, in a white area, was given 
up. One priest noted that the mostly white congregation was "not much in 
favour" of the march, and had not prepared to receive it because of the ban. 


The announcement of the procession said it was to "witness corporately to this 
oneness of all Christian people", adding that currently "much is being done by 
an illegal and foreign occupying power to divide and dominate us and keep us 
enthralled to an unacceptable, inhuman, and heretical. political system. This 
is against the will of Christ." 


In a message, World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro prayed 
the procession be "an occasion of blessing for all people of Namibia". - EPS 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL ISSUES Ecumenical Press 
RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE REPORT Service 86.06.47 
LONDON - Amnesty International, based here, has issued a report on religious 
intolerance. It includes sections on 19 countries - Albania, Bulgaria, 


Burundi, Cameroon, China, Czechoslovakia, Egypt, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Iran, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Romania, Somalia, Sudan, Turkey, USSR, Vietnam, and 
Yugoslavia. 


The paper is "not ... an exhaustive survey of instance of religious 
intolerance". And, it adds, "if a country is not mentioned, it does not mean 
that there is no officially inspired religious intolerance". It also notes 
that “reasons for religious intolerance are complex, but often they have a 
political dimension", so that it is 'not always possible to make a sharp 
distinction" between the two. 


As general examples, Amnesty says some countries try to reduce the influence 
of one or more religious groups because of "perceived links with separatist 
Movements, or with opposition parties. Other countries suppress religious 
communities because they disapprove of their connections with their branches 
or headquarters abroad. Other countries have clamped down on members of 
certain religious groups because they attempted to reform the national legal 
system in accordance with their religious convictions." 


The report lists religious activities prohibited by various governments - 
preaching and evangelising, teaching religion to children, distributing or 
copying religious materials, attending religious services during the work 
week, ringing church bells. It says people have been jailed for changing 
religions, displaying religious symbols, and for carrying out certain 
religious rituals. - EPS 


MIDDLE EAST, ASIAN CHURCH REPS Ecumenical Press 
MEET ON MIGRANTS, OTHER ISSUES Service 86.06.48 


AYIA NAPA (Cyprus) (Larry Ekin) - "We are all Asians", Gabriel Habib, general 
secretary of the Middle East Council of Churches, told a meeting (here, 27-31 
May) of representatives of the Christian Conference of Asia and the MECC. 
While Asian and Middle East church leaders have met in various international 
gatherings, this event marked the first time in centuries they had come 
together to pursue a common agenda. 


Habib emphasized their intention to rediscover common concerns and articulate 
common responsibilities. His sentiments were echoed by Sang Jung Park, CCA 
general secretary. He reminded participants that Christians in both regions 
live and witness as minorities in pluralistic contexts. 


One of the most important topics of discussion during their deliberations was 
the question of the estimated 3-4 million Asians who work in the Middle East. 
In addition, thousands of Middle Easterners have migrated within the region or 
outside in search of employment. 


Many of these migrant workers face a variety of social, cultural, economic and 
legal problems. They are often isolated from their families and live in a 
culturally alien environment. They must cope with loneliness, fear of 
failure, and, in some cases, exploitation and fraudulent labour contractors. 
Migrant workers are often unsure of their rights, unaware of whom they might 
turn to for help, or unwilling to complain. 


An estimated 75-80 percent of migrant workers in the Middle East are men, but 
the meeting also talked about the situation of migrant women, the majority of 
whom are domestics. In many countries they face particular problems and 
pressures because their work is not covered by labor laws. 


The next MECC-CCA meeting is to take place in Asia next year. Participants 
here came from Pakistan, Philippines, India, South Korea, Indonesia, Thailand, 
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Australia, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Egypt, the Gulf 
States. André Jacques, migration secretary of the Geneva-based World Council 
of Churches, which was involved in planning and preparing for the meeting, 
also attended. - EPS 


‘AFRICANIZATION' OF THEOLOGY Ecumenical Press 
PROMPTS KENYAN SEMINARY RIFT Service 86.06.49 


This item is based on information from Africa Church Information Service. 


LIMURU (Kenya) (Daniel Kamanga & Nixon Kareithi) - A seminary near here, St 
Paul's United Theological College, is grappling with the issue of putting 
theology into an African context. One result is the loss of four lecturers in 
a controversy over the teaching of African theology at the school. 


The college, about 30 kilometres northwest of the Kenyan capital of Nairobi, 
is a joint Anglican-Reformed (Presbyterian Church of East Africa and Reformed 
Church of East Africa)-Methodist venture. The sponsoring denominations have 
yet to take a clear stand on the controversy. 


Earlier this year, two European lecturers, one under PCEA sponsorship, the 
other under RCEA sponsorship, were asked to leave the college. Their negative 
views about a master's programme in African theology reportedly played a 
notable role in their dismissals. In addition, two African lecturers also 
left because of disagreements about the African theology option. - EPS 


CHURCH COUNCIL BOARD IN US Ecumenical Press 
DISCUSSES SOUTHERN AFRICA Service 86.06.50 


NEW ORLEANS (Tracy Early) - Southern Africa received a major share of delegate 
attention when the governing board of the [US] National Council of Churches 
met here (21-23 May). The host city, distinctive for its French and jazz 
traditions, provided a cosmopolitan and ecumenically-congenial setting for NCC 
action on a world agenda. 


Local clergy and choirs were enlisted for three evenings of worship in black 
styles - one each in Methodist, Baptist and Roman Catholic traditions. 
Although the Roman Catholic church does not belong to the NCC, all its 
Lousiana dioceses belong to that state's interchurch conference. 


At the beginning of the first business session, delegates approved a motion to 
have NCC President Philip Cousin and General Secretary Arie Brouwer send South 
African President P.W. Botha and US President Ronald Reagan messages 
condemning South Africa's recent bombing in Botswana, Zimbabwe and Zambia. 


A resolution condemning the raid and calling on the US to apply "rigorous 
comprehensive economic sanctions" against South Africa, was okayed at the 
closing session. 


General secretaries of four southern Africa councils of churches - José 
Chipenda of Angola, Filipe Sique Banze of Mozambique, Abisai Shejavali of 
Namibia, and Beyers Naudé of South Africa - addressed the board, held a press 
conference, and met with a "cluster", a new sub-grouping arrangement to help 
board members get more involved in programme development. 


Andrew Vance (Eastern Orthodox), citing civil disobedience and divestment 
campaigns, protested a line in a joint statement of the visitors accusing US 
Christians of reluctance to engage in more than "passage of resolutions" 
against US government support for apartheid. But Oscar McCloud (Reformed 
[PCUSA]) said their preception accurately reflected the over-all picture. 


In other business, the board approved a resolution opposing US government use 
of "humanitarian" assistance as a "political strategy". It mentioned no 
countries, but a background information sheet focused on the Nicaraguan 


contras. 


"Even ostensibly ‘humanitarian’ items such as food and medicine do not qualify 
as humanitarian when provided to people on only one side of a conflict or when 
made available by a non-neutral party in a conflict", the sheet said. 


Brouwer, asked at a press conference to compare objectionable forms of 
"humanitarian" aid with that given to groups such as Swapo by the World 
Council of Churches' Programme to Combat Racism, said _ the WoC” helps 
"indigenous" movements working to set people free. The contras, he said, are 
"a creature of the US government", and do not share that purpose. 


The governing board got its first look at a policy statement set for 
consideration in November on Korean unification, with a call for several 
supportive actions by the church and government in the US. 


Delegates voted a resolution backing efforts of Japanese Christians against 
discriminatory treatment of Koreans in Japan. 


the Chernobyl nuclear plant in the USSR, it 


Pecusade fo gene, accident, 2 "international safeguards and prompt early 


asked the US government to support 
warning systems". - EPS 


US CHURCH COUNCIL BOARD Ecumenical Press 
LOOKS AT GENETIC SCIENCE Service 86.06.51 


NEW ORLEANS (Tracy Early) - The [US] National Council of Churches has welcomed 
genetic science as an "enhancer of life" despite dangers of misuse, and urged 
the church to prepare for genetic counselling and promote "public awareness 
and understanding of issues related to bio-technology”™. 


A positive assessment was indicated in the title of its policy statement, 
"Genetic Science for Human Benefit", adopted by the NCC governing board at its 


meeting here (21-23 May). However, the document also set forth guidelines 
for acceptable genetic research and use of research findings, and called for a 
national commission to regulate activity in the field. It questioned some 


methods of seeking genetic knowledge and of marketing it, and denounced use of 
genetics to brand certain ethnic groups as inferior. 


United Methodist theologian Robert Nelson, who presented the document on 
behalf of the drafters, said possible "horrors" of state-inspired eugenics 
were revealed in Nazi Germany. But he said new knowledge also brought help 
to victims of diseases and increased food production. The statement says 
benefits of the new knowledge should be extended to all people, and testing 
procedures should require informed consent of those involved, without unfairly 
endangering the poor, ethnic minorities, or other such categories. 


Churches, the NCC declared, should speak in a "modest and restrained" voice on 
this topic. "Nothing is to be gained by deliberately or inadvertently 
alienating scientists from religious faith by negative criticisms so long as 
their work is not contradicting recognized Christian purposes and objectives", 
the document says. But appreciation for scientific achievement, it says, is 
"tempered always by humane and ethical considerations". 


The statement grew out of a major study published in 1984. It calls for the 
NCC to join other religious bodies in further research. 


Board members also adopted a policy statement on public elementary and 
secondary education, dealing particularly with social-justice themes. 


Schools, it says, should go beyond offering "equal educational opportunity" 
and provide "compensatory" education for those in greater need. It calls for 


education that combats "racism, sexism, classism, excessive nationalism" and 
other prejudices. 


A resolution brought by an NCC task force on Aids set up last January also won 
approval. Denying that God inflicts the illness as punishment, it calls for 
ecumenical support for an Aids-oriented day of prayer and healing planned by 
the US-based [Anglican] Episcopal Church in November, and encourages 
congregations to “open their doors to and minister with persons with Aids, 
their families and loved ones in a non-judgmental manner", 


Everett Zabriskie, an executive of the Reformed Church in America, raised the 
question of whether a reference to making the church "more fully the inclusive 
body of Christ" was a "political ploy" to promote acceptance of the 
Metropolitan Community Churches, a denomination formed to serve homosexuals 
and thus far unsuccessful in its attempt to secure NCC member ship. Chris 


Cowap, staff aid to the task force, said that was not the intention, but the 
board voted to drop the phrasing. 


Following the board meeting, representatives of i 

the : the NCC and MCC at th irst 
of three joint consultations planned to discuss "biblical intesbearteeaee 
human sexuality" and "ecclesiology". - EPS 


ee 


— 


ECUMENICAL TEAM CONDEMNS Ecumenical Press 
JAPANESE FINGERPRINTING Service 86.06.52 


This item is based on information from the National Christian Council in 
Japan. 


TOKYO - An international ecumenical team, under the auspices of the World 
Council of Churches and the Christian Conference of Asia, visited Japan (25-31 
May) to study the controversy as a result of fingerprinting required by this 
country's alien registration law (EPS 84.07.14, 10.62, 85.03.20, 09.47). The 
visitors were invited by the National Christian Council in Japan. 


Team members went to 10 cities. They met with those who have refused 
fingerprinting, support groups, local and national government officials, 
defence lawyers at fingerprinting trials, and church people involved with the 
issue. 


Most who refuse are Koreans in Japan, but the team also met Chinese and other 
foreign residents, and some foreigners studying or working in Japan who face 
imminent deportation because of their stance. 


During the visit, two young Koreans, Pak Dae-Wi of Kawasaki and Chang Hak-Ryun 
of Kyoto, were arrested and charged with violating the fingerprinting law. 


At a news conference and public meeting (30 May), team members charged that 
the fingerprinting requirement "causes humiliation and is an affront to the 
human dignity of alien residents", 


They said the law violates internationally-recognized norms of basic human 
rights such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the International 
Covenant on Human Rights, both of which Japan has ratified. 


Team members declared that the "myth of homogeneity of Japanese society denies 
the cultural identity of Koreans and other ethnic groups". 


They called the fingerprinting requirement "a symbol of oppressive forces in 
Japanese society which deny the coexistence of races and ethnic groups. ... 
The system is almost comparable to the pass law of South Africa." 


The visitors urged the Japanese government to abolish required fingerprinting 
of aliens, and the requirement that they carry a special registration card. 


They urged that court cases against fingerprint refusers be dropped, and that 
harassment and intimidation of them be stopped. 


The team called the current law on alien registration "a reflection of 


institutional and legalized racism condemned by the international community as 
an affront to humanity". 


In a message to the Japanese church, the team expressed support to those 
standing with the oppressed and marginalized. 


"We believe the challenge to an unjust law and the struggle to regain human 
dignity are important actions of Christian witness in Japan", they said. 


They challenged the church in Japan to maintain its role as an active healing 
force in society by sharing the stories of Koreans and other minorities. - EPS 


RC BISHOPS URGE FILIPINOS: Ecumenical Press 
PREPARE FOR CHARTER-MAKING Service 86.06.53 


MANILA (Sophia Bodegon) - The 113-member conference of Philippine Roman 
Catholic bishops (CBCP), after a special three-day meeting last month, urged 
Filipinos to "maximize all avenues for consultation" in the absence of an 
elected constitutional convention. 


Through its president, Ricardo Cardinal Vidal, the CBCP recommended that 
Filipinos "prepare for the constitutional commission [meetings] by praying, 
sacrificing, and if possible participating in the manner government has 
outlined". Vidal added that "this is a time for prudence”. 


The bishops did not issue a statement after the special conference - a marked 
contrast to their ususally high-profile positions, especially in the crucial 
post-election period earlier this year, which eventually led to the 
replacement of Ferdinand Marcos by Corazon Aquino as this country's leader. 
It was agreed instead that each bishop may speak in his diocese on the 
situation. 


The Aquino government has called for the convening of a commission to draft a 
new constitution to supersede the 1973 charter put into effect under Marcos. 


In February, the CBCP issued a statement that branded the presidential polls 
"fraudulent", That condemnation was instrumental in rallying support behind 
the uprising that backed a military coup against Marcos. 


The bishops reportedly told the Vatican in a confidential letter that they had 
had to move quickly to, among other things, avert "the growing despair of the 
people, the strong temptation to join a violent revolution". 


Fearful that quarters loyal to the deposed president might exploit any 
statement from the conference, the bishops have been officially mum about 
other matters they discussed last week. 


However, CBCP sources said the bishops noted various concerns: confusion over 
the appointment of people to be in charge of government entities, displacement 
in the civil service, hasty proceedings against Marcos business associates, 
and continuing militarization in some parts of the country. 


The bishops are expected to send a memo to Aquino with their observations. 
It will be premature", Infanta Bishop Julio X. Labayen explained, "to 
evaluate the new government as it tries to undo 20 years of unjust structures". 


“What is disturbing", he added, “is that while Cory [Aquino] is looking for a 
political solution, the US is insisting on a military solution." He said US 


army Green Beret officers had arrived to make the Philippine military more 
effective in counter-insurgency, 


In a visit to the bishops' conference after its meeting, George Shultz, US 


secretary of state, congratulated the church for helping bring about 
non-violent change in the country. 


According to Vidal, he and Shultz also 


discussed distribution problems 
plaguing US food aid to the Philippines throug 


h Catholic Relief Services. 


More than 60 bishops and 20 proxies attended the special meeting indicating, 


according to Vidal, "the bishops' deep concern f " 
: fo) h J An m 
equal number attended the February CBCP meeting. - EPS. a sd aeons 


Methodist unity in Hong Kong EPS 86.06.54 
HONG KONG - The Hong Kong Christian Council reports that probably by September 
1987, the English-speaking Methodist congregations in Hong Kong will have 
joined the Methodist Church, Hong Kong (made up of Chinese - Mandarin- and 
Cantonese-speaking - congregations). - EPS 


French Reformed synod focuses on Bible's role EPS 86.06.55 
CHANTILLY (France) - The synod of the Reformed Church of France (CERF) (here, 
8-11 May) focused on the role of the Bible in church life. Among other 
things, there was reportedly a synod consensus that Bible references must not 
be taken out of context, and that "diversity of interpretations is only 
alarming if everyone considers his or her interpretation absolute". In other 
action, it urged ERF congregations to share concerns from the Evangelical 
Church of New Caledonia, notably about independence for the French Pacific 
territory. It also heard a request written by about 20 women faulting "“under- 
representation of women" in ERF national governing bodies. - EPS 


Latin American Lutheran, Methodist meetings EPS 86.06.56 
CARACAS/OAXTEPEC (Mexico) - Separate continent-wide meetings of Latin American 


Lutherans (in Caracas) and Methodists took place in recent weeks. On the 
Methodists' agenda were the region's economic crisis, the problems of the 
region's indigenous people, and the influence of "sects". Major themes for 
the Lutherans were "rebirth and growth in hope and peace", "presence and 
renewal of the church", and "liberation: option for social justice". - EPS 


East African RC bishops send messages EPS 86.06.57 
MOSHI (Tanzania) - Following a two-week meeting (through 3 May) here, the 


Roman Catholic bishops of Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, 
and Zambia released a statement on "solidarity with the suffering" and a 
message to Roman Catholic families. The first includes a five-point review of 
"situations of suffering" (famine, wars and internal conflicts, political 
injustices, exploitation and corruption, and apartheid), and a four-point 
"call to action". The second urges study of "traditional customary marriage" 
to determine how to involve the church. Though rejecting "trial marriages" 
and polygamy, it says “polygamous families are part of our pastoral concern", 
and hopes they can be "gradually" led to "freely fulfil the conditions 
required for full participation in the life of the Catholic Church". The 
bishops also reject "artificial" family planning, while calling for the strong 
promotion in every diocese of "natural" methods. - EPS 


German, Swedish Baptists meet EPS 86.06.58 
OLDENBURG (FRG)/GAVLE (Sweden) - The Baptist Union in the Federal Republic of 
[West] Germany (BEFG) and the Swedish Baptist Union held their annual 
conferences last month. BEFG President Giinter Hitzemann expressed hope that 
theological differences within the BEFG would be overcome before long. A day 
of theological discussion is scheduled just before next year's assembly. 
Among other things, the Swedish Baptists, though not members of the World 
Council of Churches, asked for a commission to monitor WCC activity for one or 
two years and report back to a future conference. — EPS 


Zambian church financial troubles EPS 86.06.59 
LUSAKA (Zambia) - “National Mirror" newspaper here reported last month that 
the United Church of Zambia is making "every effort to redeem itself from the 
financial crisis it has been facing since 1984". UCZ General Secretary Joel 
Chisanga told delegates to the UCZ synod that the digesta a)! needs 1.2 
million Zambian kwacha to "breathe freely as members of Christ s church in 
this land". He said overseas partners had responded PORE ete “ei or ye 
i Mf re scared when one of them to us point ank that 
eres per: aie be "Zambia was bankrupt". Among other things, the 
denomination owes money for salaries and the UCZ pension plan. — EPS 


English Anglican board urges ‘new policy for prisons’ EPS 86.06.60 
LONDON - The social responsibility board of the Anglican] Church of England 
is urging ways other than imprisonment to deal with many criminals, and people 
awiating trial or sentencing. The board is calling for policy changes because 
"there is now very little evidence that prison rehabilitates or reforms, or 
that ... imprisonment deters prisoners from committing further crimes," It 
also cited "often appalling" conditions in the UK's overcrowded prisons. ~ EPS 


Scottish Reformed committee faults politicians on employment EPS 86.06.61 
EDINBURGH - The church and nation committee of the Reformed] Church of 
Scotland has called on politicians to face up to “long-term, fundamental 
issues" because full employment, "with everyone expecting to have a job from 
16 to 60 or 65, and with a constantly increasing standard of living", is 
unlikely to exist in the UK in the future. It also said that with Scottish 
unemployment running at 15.9 percent, Christians with jobs must ask "searching 
questions" about job and salary sharing, overtime, married couples with two 
full-time jobs, and individuals having more than one job. — EPS 


A more inclusive Christian council in Cameroon? EPS 86.06.62 
YAOUNDE (Cameroon) - A proposal by the Administrative Secretary Gregory 
Ambadiang de Mandeng of the Federation of Protestant Churches and Missions in 
Cameroon for a Christian council that would also include Roman Catholic 
participation has drawn favorable response from the Roman Catholic archbishop 
here, Jean Zoa. The federation includes 10 Baptist, Reformed, Lutheran, and 
Independent bodies. - EPS 


Australian ecumenical inquiry sees disillusionment EPS 86.06.63 
CANBERRA (Australia) — A national inquiry into peace and justice, co-sponsored 


by the Australian Council of Churches and the Catholic Commission for Justice 
and Peace (EPS 86.05.38), says it discerns “deep disillusionment with the 
political process". According to an ACC report, the 27 submissions at the 
first of a series of inquiry hearings "all related one way or another to the 
problem of growing militarisation of our society". Among areas of concern 
cited were “the massive military expense of the arms race, the role of the 
media and educational systems in violence, the increased militarisation of the 
Pacific". In addition, "sexist attitudes were seen to have an important 
bearing on many of these areas of concern", - EPS 


New WCC staff EPS 86.06.64 
GENEVA - Two persons have accepted staff positions at the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches. From 1 September, Daniel Premakunan Niles, a Sri Lankan 
Presbyterian, is secretary for justice, peace, and the integrity of creation. 
Since last August, he has been an ecumenical associate at the Disciples of 
Christ seminary in Indianapolis. Before that, from 1978, he was executive 
secretary for theological concerns of the Christian Conference of Asia. From 
1 July, N. Jean Sindab, a US Baptist, is program secretary in the Program to 
Combat Racism. Since 1980, she has been executive director of the Washington 
Office on Africa, an organization which lobbies on southern Africa. - EPS 


Church of Greece donates for ecumenical hunger projects EPS 86.06.65 
ATHENS - At a ceremony here (29 May), Archbishop Seraphim, head of the 
[Eastern Orthodox] Church of Greece, presented a check for 19 million Greek 
drachmas for hunger projects in Africa and Asia through the inter-church aid 
commission (CICARWS) of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. The money 
comes from a lenten collection in the diocese of Athens, and other church 
funds. The UN agency Unicef was given a check for 10 million for child 
ab i programs. Receiving the check, WCC Material Aid Officer Helmut 
euschie noted that much still remains to b n 

million people in "absolute poverty," and 40,000 ae eeescmn pH 
daily of hunger and diseases related to malnutrition around the world. - EPS 


ae 


New Zealand delegation sharing ecumenical experience EPS 86.06.66 
CHRISTCHURCH (New Zealand) - A delegation of New Zealand church leaders was 
scheduled to visit Tokyo, London, Paris, Stuttgart, Geneva, Copenhagen, and 
New York in late May and the first part of June to "share the current 
ecumenical experience" in this country with church leaders in those places. 
They plan to discuss such issues as moves to include Roman Catholic member ship 
in a national ecumenical body, the move in church circles to "bi-culturalism", 
and the anti-nuclear stance of New Zealand church bodies. —- EPS 


South African denomination keeps whites-only membership EPS 86.06.67 
JOHANNESBURG - The synod of the NHK, one of the three, white, Dutch Reformed 
denominations in South Africa, has voted to continue its whites-only 
membership policy. The other two, the large NGK and the small GK, do not 
officially exclude blacks, though members are separated by race. (The NGK has 
black, Asian, and colored (mixed-race) "daughter churches"; the GK has 
race-based congregations and _ synods.) Africa Church Information Service 
reports "many NGK members have in recent years joined the NHK because of its 
unabashed racist stand", - EPS 


Ecumenical effort to lower dowry costs EPS 86.06.68 
ENUGU (Nigeria) - Africa Church Information Service reports (26 May)from here 
on Methodist and Roman Catholic efforts to lower the high cost of traditional 
dowries for brides. A Methodist synod in Imo State voted that 500 Nigerian 
Naira would be the maximum permissible dowry, on grounds that higher, "unjust" 
prices increase crime and immorality. In addition, ACIS reports, Roman 
Catholic priests have been preaching against high dowry levels. - EPS 


Vatican voices concerns about 'sects' EPS 86.06.69 
ROME - Last month, the Vatican published a 10,000-word document on “sects or 


new religious movements: pastoral challenge". It suggests that part of the 
reason for their success is that they appear to offer an answer to a wide 
variety of modern needs and aspirations, among them the quest for belonging, 
and searches for wholeness, cultural identity, and transcendence. — EPS 


Anglican bishops blast PNG budget cuts EPS 86.06.70 
DOGURA (Papua New Guinea) - Anglican bishops in Papua New Guinea, meeting 
here, have blasted government’ cuts in the budget which supports 
church-provided health and education’ services. The bishops said _ the 


government could not provide such services on its own at such low cost. It 
estimates that 60 percent of the primary health care and 80 percent of 


children's formal education is provided under church auspices. - EPS 
Financial support sought for older US nuns : EPS 86.06.71 
WASHINGTON - The [US] National Conference of Catholic Bishops, Leadership 


Conference of Women Religious, and Conference of Major Superiors of Men are 
planning a joint project to raise funds to support older members of religious 
communities, especially elderly sisters. Because of the long-term decline in 
the number of women entering religious communities, estimates are that two 
thirds of US Roman Catholic sisters are in communities lacking resources to 
meet their needs as they get older, and that the communities are collectively 
two billion US dollars short of what is needed to provide for sisters in 
retirement. A "Wall Street Journal" article (19 May), "US Nuns Face Crisis as 
More Grow Older With Meager Benefits", said many sisters receive public 
assistance, and some are eating "meatless meals". — EPS 


Australian RC bishops oppose proposed bill of rights EPS 86.06.72 
SYDNEY - A meeting of Roman Catholic bishops here has judged a proposed bill 
of rights "seriously defective" because of what the bishops judge to be the 
wide scope of powers given to a human-rights commission, and the bill's 
failure to protect human life at all stages, including before birth. - EPS 


Evangelicals in Greece win appeal on proselytizin EPS 86.06.73 
ATHENS - Three evangelical missionaries - Costas Macris, Don Stephens, and 
Alan Williams - have successfully appealed their 1984 conviction on charges 
they violated the Greek constitutional ban on proselytizing (causing someone 
to change denominational allegiance). The trio had received three-and~-a-half- 
year jail sentences, though they were free on bail pending their appeal. The 
appeal court ruled (27 May) the three did not violate the ban when they gave a 
modern Greek New Testament and discussed religion with a l6-year-old. His 
mother said they turned him away from Eastern Orthodoxy, the numerically 
dominant form of Christianity in the country. A message announcing the court 
ruling was sent to church organizations at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva by 
Moderator Phaedon Cambouropoulos of the Greek Evangelical Church. - EPS 


RC-Baptist dialogue resumes EPS 86.06.74 
NEW YORK - The third session of the theological dialogue organized by the 


Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity and the Baptist World 
Alliance took place here (2-7 June). Its theme was "our common testimony in 
the world". - EPS 


Former war prisoner thanks WCC EPS 86.06.75 
GENEVA - A former German prisoner-of-war in France, now a citizen of the GDR 
(East Germany) and active in church life, has written to the World Council of 
Churches expressing thanks for the gift of a Bible under WCC auspices. He 
said the Bible was "the only gift I received during my time in the camp", 40 
years ago, and it helped him come to faith in Christ. (At the time such 
goodwill parcels went to prisoner-of-war camps, the WCC was still “in 
formation"; its founding assembly was in Amsterdam in 1948.) - EPS 


Church reconciliation with unions reported in Costa Rica EPS 86.06.76 
SAN JOSE - IPS news agency reports from here (25 May) that after a "divorce" 
of almost 40 years, the Roman Catholic Church in Costa Rica "seems to have 
begun a process of reconciliation with the country's union movement". - EPS 


Fundamentalist groups and the World Cup in Mexico EPS 86.06.77 
MEXICO CITY - Rome-based IPS news agency reports from here (25 May) that 


fundamentalist Christian groups are "trying to win upwards of two million 
converts by taking advantage of the great spectable and celebration" of the 
World Cup football (soccer) championships that began here 31 May, and continue 
through the end of the month. The groups' efforts are called "Operation Reach 


Mexico 86", and have been criticized by leaders of the numerically-dominant 
Roman Catholic Church. - EPS 


Peru asks church opinion on death penalty for terrorists EPS 86.06.78 
LIMA - The Peruvian government has asked church representatives for their 


opinion about imposing the death penalty on people convicted of terrorism. 
The request followed the murder of a Peruvian navy official by a member of the 
Shining Pather anti-government force. - EPS 


Finnish church dialogues EPS 86.06.79 


HELSINKI - The first meeting of a Finnish Lutheran-Pentecostal dialogue is to 
take place next year. Some Pentecostals also maintain their Lutheran 

membership. Scheduled this month (3-11 June) was the seventh in a series of 

Finnish Lutheran-Russian [Eastern] Orthodox dialogues, which began in 1970. 
The two themes for the meeting are "sanctity, Saints, and sanctification" and 
the Sermon on the Mount and the churches’ peace work." - EPS 


Ethiopian Lutherans freed 
EPS 86.06.80 
ADDIS ABABA - "Lutheran World Information" re 
Ene} ! orts 14 Wester hurch 
workers of the Ethiopian Evangelical prath bcanl « Gane Mekane bee dute ae 
(4 May), though five pastors remain in detention. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ignatios IV: "Orthodoxy and Latin America" EPS 86.06.81 


Ignatios IV of Antioch and All the East is an Eastern Orthodox patriarch in 
Damascus, and one of the seven presidents of the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches. This item is excerpted from a longer interview which appeared, in 
Spanish, in April, in the Caracas-based "Presencia Ecumenica". 


--- I think if unity is only the product of doctrinal unity, this [1982 wcc 
Lima] text [on baptism, eucharist, and ministry] is a very important step 
forward. But if we speak of the unity of the churches, then one has to note 
things that cannot be expressed on paper. 


I believe that the real church has its meaning in itself. While maintaining 
the great importance of the Lima document, I do not think the unity of the 
churches can be understood in terms of a collection of inter-ecclesiastical 
documents. ... 


The problem of ministry is especially important. I am not looking for 
difficulties, but frankly speaking, I do not believe in intercommunion because 
it changes nothing in the life of the churches. Trude; Sthere#* is 


intercommunion among the Protestant churches, but regarding their unity there 
is no solution to the problem. 


There is interccimmunion between the various Catholic churches (for example, 
between the j{Latin] Roman Catholic and the Armenian [Roman] Catholic 
churches), without solving the problem of unity of the Catholic churches. We 
have intercommunion between the Coptic [Oriental Orthodox] Christians and the 
Syrian [Oriental] Orthodox and the Armenians, but the Armenians continue to be 
Armenians and the Copts are ... Copts, etc. 


We cannot move in ecumenical encounters without making it very clear that 
ecumenical encounters do not reflect the real life of the churches. This is 
not something I wish, but something I see. 


We feel that in the present era we can continue our tradition [of not 


ordaining women]. We have to concentrate on the ordination of men. We do 
not say "no", because we are not obliged to do so, but we consider this to be 
a western problem. For the moment the ordination of women is not a problem 


of our region. ... 


There is the problem of finding women who are willing to marry a priest. 
Thus one can understand that there are no women who wish to become priests 
themselves. We do not have any concern among women for participating in the 
priesthood. All of this would be contrary to the social context. ... 


[Do you see the possibility of the Orthodox churches being affiliated with the 
Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI)?] 


What happens is that if one speaks with the patriarch in 


This is possible. 
that one speaks with the Orthodox of Latin America - 


Damascus one thinks 
ignoring that they are autonomous. 


This is the difficulty, and I want to draw it to the attention of the WCC. 
The Latin Americans have to be represented. And I think this would solve the 


problem of Orthodox participation. 
For example, nobody thinks that the Lutheran World Federation is the only 


voice of the Lutherans. The Latin American Lutheran churches are also 
autonomous. We, the Orthodox have been ignored. ... — (over) 


ignatios/2 


[Are reports true that many Orthodox in Latin America have become Roman 


Catholics? ] 


... What happened was the following: When our people went to Latin America, 
the church did not go with them. And we have not been aware of the fact that 
emigration is something permanent. Moreover, the second generation was born 
here, speaking the local language and following the local traditions. And in 
many places we did not have churches nor priests. 


Therefore, it was a normal process that our youth followed the majority, i.e. 
became Catholic. Naturally, we have to consider whether it is possible for 
our church here to preserve a4 complete copy of what we are in the Middle 
East. I don't think so. In this region of Latin America we have to create 
a Latin American Orthodox Church. .-. 


we have to develop a pastoral method for Latin America that is different from 
the ones we have in our original countries. Naturally, this will be a new 
initiative taking into consideration that we always have been a church of the 
East. 


This is the difficulty. All faith has to be universal, and every church must 
be a universal church. For this reason, the Orthodox Church here has to be 
capable of making itself a hundred percent Latin American. It may be that 
this process will go beyond external traditions, rituals and expressions from 
outside, thus reaching the real substance of the Eastern Christian expression. 


... We are certainly convinced that the poor should have priority in our work, 
in Latin America as well as in all parts of the world. 


[What do you think of liberation theology’? ] 


At times, I do not like theology to be used to justify something else. I 


want it to be taken directly from the spirituality of the church and from Holy 
Scriptures. 


One has to be honest and prudent in order not to turn theology into something 


different from Christianity. It is not necessary for us to be converted into 
materialists or communists. 


But I believe that in Latin America there exists a great problem of power - an 


extremely serious problem. And every church has to deal with this problem 
and to combat it. 


To speak only about this problem is insufficient. What we need are 
activities. We need preaching and acting. We have to speak of poverty. 
We want our people to participate in all just causes. We want human beings 


with dignity and liberty; that's what they have been created for by God. 


We do not believe in the violent society we have here, but we hope for 
something completely different, for a society of fraternity and equality, 
where I consider you to be necessary for me, and you consider me to be 


necessary for you, and where we do not rely on competition as a means of 
progress. 


The gospel does not accept an eternal situation of divisions among the people 


ct paieed obs the class struggle. This is sin, and we cannot convert a 
situation of sin into a rule for our behaviour. ... - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Carol Birkland: "Taking an Ecumenical Bath at Bossey" EPS 86.06.82 


Birkland, a member of the staff of the Minneapolis-based American Lutheran 
Church, participated in this year's session of the Graduate School of 
Ecumenical Studies, sponsored by the World Council of Churches at Chateau 
Bossey, near Geneva. This item appeared in longer form in “Lutheran World 
Information." 


It was after World War II that the late W.A. Visser 't Hooft and others 
decided that the ecumenical movement needed a training ground - a place where 
young people from all over the world could come to live, study, and worship 
together. In short, to live what ecumenism is all about. 


Visser 't Hooft described this experience as an ecumenical "bath". Students 
who have participated in the past 34 annual sessions of the graduate school go 
home knowing one thing: if you jump into the ecumenical "bath", you had 


better be prepared to get wet. 


Ecumenical "bathing" is not always a relaxing, soothing experience. There 
are times when you want nothing more than to get out of the bathtub and never 
return. But slowly the realization comes that if you call yourself a 
Christian, then the ecumenical communion is your home. As Thomas Stransky, a 
Roman Catholic ecumenist says, "Ecumenism is not foreign relations - it's 
family relations". 


For the past 29 years, the graduate school has focused its life around a 


central study theme. This year, as well as next, the theme is "gospel and 
culture", The school's informational brochure stated that we - the 50 
students from 29 different countries - were to ask some questions about this 
theme. 


First, to what extent is the gospel a reflection of first-century, Judeo- 
Hellenistic, paternalistic culture? Second, what manifestations of all 
cultures fall under the judgement of the gospel? And finally, how can 
culture be used to communicate the gospel? 


Realistically, it must be said, that in our four-and-a-half-month session we 
did not provide answers to these questions, but we did learn that culture can 
be, and is, an extremely divisive phenomenon. It is very difficult and even 
painful to be self-critical about one's own culture, since the traditions and 
values culture represents are so closely tied to personal identity. 


And yet, the gospel stands above culture judging all aspects that thwart the 
promise to “bring life and life more abundantly". Culture. too}! yer 
wondrous creative gift of God and as such all cultures are legitimate. How 
boring the world would be without the wide variety of cultures. 


Some of the most interesting graduate school evenings were spent sitting 
around discussing various cultural attitudes about death, marriage, family 
relationships, initiation rites, etc. Traditions and practices that may have 
sounded extremely strange in abstract form, took on new meaning when explained 
in terms of one person's life or one person's family. 


Most of the European and North American students were sensitive to the fact 
that our Western evangelistic efforts have been, and in some cases still are, 
culturally imperialistic. But we were not quite prepared for the amount of 
anger that was expressed by African, Asian, and Latin American students who 
i l i tures that were, with no 
are now struggling to rediscover facets of their cultu’ were, wi ° 
theological Fears ication, simply labelled "pagan" by Western missionaries. 


(over) 


bath/2 


Not only was it clear that the Africans, Asians, and Latin Americans were 
trying to reconstruct their cultures, but they are also determined to discover 


what the gospel means to them in their own cultural contexts. At the 
graduate school, everyone seemed to have his or her own theology — African, 
liberation, feminist, Minjung, European. Discussions ranged between the 


European/North American bloc and the "Third World" group asking if the "new" 


. . ' . 
theologies were not in danger of making the same mistake as the "old", i.e., 
making universalist truth claims. 


Yet everyone agreed that for the gospel message to take root, it must make 
cultural sense and not simply Western cultural sense. For example, African 
theologians are struggling with Christological questions. Who is Jesus 
Christ for Africans? Some African theologians are referring to Jesus as the 
"first and greatest of the ancestors", because such terminology makes a great 
deal of cultural sense to them. 


In the graduate school there was always the tension between "What is truth for 
me and can it be, or should it be, truth for you?" One morning, after a 
lecture on Asian theology that left most of the North American and European 
students reeling, I was shocked to overhear a discussion between a European 
and a Taiwanese. He seemed to be saying that he could not accept the 
doctrine of sin. Impossible, I said to myself. 


In February, during the graduate school's trip to Rome, I had the chance to 


discuss the doctrine of sin with the Taiwanese student. It is this kind of 
opportunity - to sit, talk and exchange ideas and feelings - that is one of 
the greatest blessings of the graduate school. We sat in the train, sharing 


a bottle of wine, and there I learned one of the most important, yet simple, 
lessons of my Christian life. 


My friend explained that because of our unfortunate evangelistic history, we 


must be careful about making universal theological claims. "I'm not saying 
that I don't believe in the doctrine of sin", he said, “And maybe I will even 
agree with your interpretation of it. But if I do, it will not be because 
you tell me so. It will be because I, as a Taiwanese Christian, see the 


truth in it myself." 


If cultures and theologies divide, then what unites? The answer must be: 
the gospel - but not simply a Western interpretation of the gospel. No 
matter how upset the graduate school students became - no matter how angry — 


despite the enormous language problems, loneliness, homesickness, etc., we all 
knew that Jesus Christ's message had spoken to us and captured our hearts and 
minds. All of our lives, in one way or another, were bound together in the 
Christian church and we could not imagine any other way of living. It was 


the Holy Spirit, I am sure, that held us all together - that would not allow 
us to give up or dismiss each other. 


There are critics of the ecumenical movement. They say that ecumenism seeks 
to herd all of the world's churches into one huge, amorphous blob. That in 
Geneva, they are trying to construct some kind of “super church" to which all 
of Christendom will owe a forced allegiance. The ecumenical movement is not 
in the business of homogenization. It exists, in a very basic sense, because 
the people of God honestly desire communion rather than estrangement. This 
is the greatest lesson of the graduate school. When Jesus prays that "they 
all may be one", he isn't asking that all Christians belong to the same church 


but that they all in their own characteristic ways work together so God's will 
for the world is accomplished. - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Soviet Baptist Peace Appeal" EPS 86.06.83 


This item, dated 4 April, is from ministers participating in the plenum of 
the All-Union Council of Evangelical Christians-Baptists in the USSR. It was 
distributed in the AUCECB "Information Bulletin". 


--- In November 1985 the attention of all mankind was focused on Geneva where 
the summit meeting of the leaders of the two great powers — USSR and USA - was 
held. Representatives of Christian churches of these countries offered 
intercessory prayers for the success of the talks in the same days in Geneva. 


Many believers prayed at home and in their churches as well, and the Lord 
heard the prayers of His people and blessed the result of the meeting, which 
shone as the beam of hope for all mankind. Both leaders confirmed that one 
could not permit a nuclear war to be unleashed, that nobody could win in a 
nuclear war. 


Nearly half a year has passed since that significant meeting, but, 
unfortunately, good intentions are not being implemented so far. Every day 
billions of dollars are spent for "nuclear swords and nuclear spears" and for 
other weapons. The calling of God to accept the covenant of life and peace 
is repudiated. 


Moreover, plans of the "star wars" are being elaborated, the planet is being 
shaken by underground nuclear explosions in the state of Nevada, and the 
tension in Central America and the Mediterranean is even more aggravated. 


Our government has pledged to give up the "nuclear first-use" doctrine, to 
carry out no underground nuclear tests unless they are performed in the United 
States. It has developed and presented a specific plan of the gradual and 
full elimination of nuclear weapons by the year 2000. Unfortunately, the US 
Administration does not agree to these proposals. 


Dear. friends ,in Christ.. We are not military experts, nor are we 
politicians. But as people who confess Jesus Christ who is our peace, as 
people who have suffered all the burdens and horrors of World War II and lost 
20 million relatives and friends, we appeal to you Christians all over the 
world and especially to the Christians in the United States to intensify our 
prayers to the Most High that he may stop insane projects of nuclear 
self-immolation of our blue planet Earth, that earth be free from the danger 
of nuclear death by the 2000th anniversary of the incarnation of our Lord and 
Saviour. As the Bible says: "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 


man availeth much" (Jas. 5:16). 


Brothers and Sisters: Let us destroy together chains of prejudice and 
mistrust. Let us have more love and friendship in our relations. Let us 
build more bridges of prayer for peace and disarmament among us in the Name of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Let us seek those things that serve to 
unite us: Let us resist those who bring about enmity and hatred in 
international relations. The Lord makes all things new. He needs us 
Christians as his co-workers in the cause of reconciliation of man to God and 


man to man. 


We call you, dear friends in Christ, to offer your prayers unanimously with 
the words of the ascent: "I will lift up, mine eyes unto the hills, from 
whence cometh my help. My help cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and 


Pertnt, trs. iz: 1-2). 
May the Year of Peace become the year of confidence-building, cooperation, and 
true peace and justice. — EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Church Peace Activists’ Letter to GDR Government" EPS 86.06.84 


[This is translated from an item in EPD, a church-news agency in the FRG (West 
Germany). EPD reported that the letter has been widely circulated in Berlin, 
the GDR (East German) capital. Its four signatories are Rainer Eppelman, an 
Evangelical [United, Lutheran] pastor; Peter Grimm, who works in a store; Ralf 
Hirsch, a church worker; and Wolfgang Templin, a philosopher. It is dated 28 


February. ] 


... Internal peace means for us to firmly establish the safeguarding and 
practical implementation of the agreed-upon basic rights in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. The UN Year of Peace [in 1986] in particular 
should also be an occasion for the GDR government to carry out positive 
changes in this direction. As the first steps towards the full implementation 
of human rights, we consider the following measures to be necessary and 
attainable in this year. ..-. 


i. The restrictions on the freedom to travel are felt by us to be mistrust 
from the government towards the people. ..-.- Unlimited freedom to travel for 
all citizens is a goal for our society. ... We call for the legal guaranteeing 
of the existing travel regulations, that is: the obligation to explain any 
refusal to travel and the legal freedom to stand up for these rights in court. 
... Freedom to travel ... is not to be granted as a privilege or arbitrarily, 
but ... requires a basis of detailed legal principles. ... 


as The paragraphs of the law 99 (treasonable passing on of information), 106 
(agitation against the state), 107 (association of persons in opposition to 
the constitution) and 218 (association of persons in pursuit of illegal aims ) 
among others, can be interpreted in such a way that they restrict elementary 
human rights. The practice of legal prosecution of political activities is 
thoroughly dubious. ... 


3% As a confidence-building measure, and as a step towards increasing the 
possibilities of the people taking part in the democratic process, we consider 
the presentation of independent candidates at local and parliamentary 
elections to be indispensable. Everyone must receive the right to present a 
citizen, with his/her consent, as a candidate. Every citizen must be able to 
present him/herself by his/her own decision as a candidate for elections. ... 


4. The freedom to assemble, to voice opinions, and to form associations is 
greatly restricted by the possibility and actual practice of refusing 
applications for permission of meetings, public speaking and the formation of 


associations. We therefore maintain that it is necessary to change existing 
laws and regulations .... 


LF The legalising of conscientious objection to the army by the creation of 
an alternative civilian service independent of all military structures would 
be a clear sign of the will to make peace, especially in this UN Peace Year, 
both for internal as well as external peace. At the same time, the following 
changes are necessary: ... abolition of military instruction at polytechnic 
secondary schools; participation in a preparatory military training must not 
be a condition for receiving a school leaving certificate or for acceptance 
for studies at university or technical colleges. 


6. We consider the willingness of the GDR government to have a dialogue also 
with people who think differently from them as a precondition for internal 
peace. We therefore propose: that the GDR government consider and give a 
detailed reply - in public wherever possible - to statements, criticisms, 


RAPS EDS RERRPP ALR, including those of people who think differently from them 


SE 


ECUTEXT: ‘Ecumenical Delegation Visits the Philippines" EPS 86.06.85 


This item is excerpted from a statement by a 13-member delegation from the 
World Council of Churches and the Christian Conference of Asia. It spent 30 
April-5 May in Manila. The group included church leaders from Korea, Japan, 
Thailand, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, India, Canada, FRG (West Germany), UK. 


--. President [Corazon] Aquino came to power with massive popular support and 
in her first two months in office has taken numerous positive steps, notably: 
(a) the release of political prisoners; (b) restoration of the writ of habeas 
corpus; (c) setting up a... Presidential Committee on Human Right sO*425 ka 
Commission on Good Government, and ... a Constitutional Commission. ... 
In order to assure the hopes for economic improvement of the poor, an over-all 
economic programme needs to be worked out. A major component of such a 
programme is the question of land reform. Land is concentrated in the hands 
of feudal landlords, agri-business, and large corporations. The exploitation 
of the peasantry is accompanied by a militarization of the countryside. 


There are continuing reports of fighting and atrocities in the countryside. 
Consequently it is urgent that all private armies be disbanded and the 


question of insurgency be dealt with. The president should be encouraged to 
undertake a genuine dialogue with the New People's Army, the Moro National 
Liberation Front and others. This will, however, require a change of 


military policy, such as a suspension of counter-insurgency programmes. 


The goals which President Aquino sets for the nation are clear. However, the 
delegation noted with concern that the structures inherited from Marcos are 
largely intact. The instruments of tyranny were the armed forces, the 
para-military and the intelligence services. Will these allow a genuine 
reform which may be detrimental to their interests? 


Considering the economic crisis left by the previous regime, the delegation 
considered it urgent for donor countries to provide substantial economic aid, 
rather than military aid. There is a great deal of resentment regarding 
outside interference in Philippine affairs, particularly US intervention in 
the political process. This has evoked strong desire to assert national 
integrity and sovereignty which has focused attention on the existence of two 
large US military bases, which are at this moment being expanded. ... 
According to Task Force Detainees, there are still over 400 political 
prisoners, particularly in the countryside. It is urgent that the government 
expedite their release. 


In the light of the impressions gathered during five intensive days, the 
delegation urges the churches world-wide to exercise caution in their optimism 
and remain vigilant about the continuing needs of the Philippine people. In 
particular, the WCC and CCA are encouraged, in co-operation with the 
Philippine churches and people to take steps to: 


(a) mobilize regional and international opinion for the incorporation of human 
rights safeguards in the new Constitution; (b) work for the introduction of 
genuine land reform and rural development ; (c) support demands for the 
removal of foreign military bases from Philippine soil; (d) assist in the 
work of human rights education; (e) assist in the process of obtaining the 
release of the remaining political prisoners; (f) expedite the recovery of 
the wealth transferred by Marcos to foreign countries; _ (g) ensure that the 
aspirations of marginalized groups like the Moros, tribals and others are 
taken into consideration in the formulation of policies; (h) help in the 
process of dialogue for peace and reconciliation; (i) support the continuing 
struggle of the Philippine people for justice and peace. ... — EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Canada's International Relations: Alternative View" EPS 86.06.86 


[This is excerpted from the foreword to a brief submitted by the Canadian 


Council of Churches to the Special Joint Committee on Canada's International 


Relations. The brief includes chapters on Canada and the third world, 
Canada's foreign policy and human rights, Canada and the pursuit of collective 
security, and various regional concerns. A copy of the whole brief is 


available from the CCC, 40 St Clair Avenue East, Toronto MAT 1M9. ] 


It is ... important to state our credentials for putting forth proposals for 
Canadian policy on the international scene. While there may be a popular 
conception that church statements on political, economic, and social issues 
are formulated by theologians with little contact with the real world, the 
reality is that this document, like its predecessors, is based entirely on 
concrete experience with the issues of which we speak. 


Canadian churches have had first-hand experience in developing countries for 
150 years. For more than half that time, it was the letters home and the 
speaking tours of Canadian missionaries "returned from foreign lands" which 
gave Canadian communities their only direct contact with Africa, Asia, South 
America and the Pacific Islands. 


While we may now regret the cultural narrowness and paternalism of many of our 
predecessors, they were genuinely committed to the countries and the peoples 
whom they served. Moreover, they aroused an interested concern in the hearts 
and minds of Canadian Christians for men, women, and children on the other 
side of the world that has continued to this day. 


Our churches are still closely involved, through the invitation of independent 
national churches, in the lives and struggles of ordinary people in Africa, 
Asia, and Latin America. We see the effect, for good or ill, of Canadian aid 
programmes in these countries. We know personally the tragic stories of 
refugees in South-east Asia, of urban slum dwellers in Latin America, of 


poverty-ridden rural women in Africa. We know the aspirations of the people 
of the least-developed countries. 


We are friends and colleagues of the leaders of churches in South Africa and 
human rights organizations in Central America who are working to bring justice 
to their people, often at the risk of their lives. Our learnings from these 
men and women, our church partners around the world, have formed the basis of 
Our recommendations for Canadian government policy. 


We not only feel ourselves qualified through our international experience to 
comment on world issues, we also feel qualified and knowledgeable in the area 
of government policy. This statement has been drafted by the researchers and 
academics who work closely with our inter-church coalitions. They are by 
training political scientists and economists .... 


Finally, we make no apology for our preference for policies which will benefit 
the least-developed countries, and particularly the poor and oppressed of 
those countries. We realize that this is not an even-handed statement; our 
bias is towards the poor. We believe that there are many who will advise the 


government on ways in which Canada can enhance its relations with other rich 
and well-developed countries. 


Powerful economic interests can make their voice heard, and have every right 
to do so. We do not believe, however, that we need to speak for them. We 


do believe that the God whom we 
do. seek to serve calls us to aki h 
little ones of the earth" whose voices are not often heseh in the "Riek 


commissions and embassies maintained by our government around the world. - EPS 
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SHOPTALK (53/19) 


Global Christian youth meeting on South Africa: A gathering of about 100 
youth from South Africa, other parts of Africa and of the world, is planned in 
Harare (Zimbabwe) 1-5 July. Focus of the meeting is the South African 
situation. It is a follow-up to the emergency meeting of church leaders on 
the South African situation in Harare last December (EPS 85.11.65, 12.44,45, 
46,75). EPS plans coverage in its issue to be mailed 9 July. Journalists who 


need coverage sooner or more frequently, or who wish to attend the meeting, 


should contact EPS. 


Go Forth in Peace: Orthodox Perspectives on Mission is number 7 in the wCC 
Mission Series. Compiled and edited by lon Bria, it costs 4.95 US dollars, 
3.50 UK pounds, or 9.90 Swiss francs. Faith & Renewal: Reports and Documents 
of the Commission on Faith and Order, 13-25 August 1985, Stavanger, Norway is 
number 131 in the Faith and Order Paper series. Edited by Thomas F. Best, it 
costs 25 Swiss francs, 12.50 US dollars, or 8.50 UK pounds. Hope in the 
Desert: The Churches’ United Response to Human Need - 1944-1984 is a book of 
essays marking the 40th anniversary of the WCC Commission on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee, and World Service. Edited by Kenneth Slack, it costs 14.90 Swiss 
francs, 7.50 US dollars or 4.95 UK pounds. From Generation to Generation: The 
Story of Youth in the World Council of Churches is by Ans J. van der Bent. It 
costs 14.90 Swiss francs, 7.50 US dollars, or 4.95 UK pounds. The books are 
available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. It also has 


available a complete list of books, periodicals, and audio-visual resources of 
the wCcc,. 


EPS 86.04.04: Note that the Middle East Council of Churches is among the 


regional ecumenical bodies on the board of the Ecumenical Coalition on Third 
World Tourism. 


Theme of the current (June) WCC Church and Society Newsletter is "Technology 
trom the Underside", a report on a consultation earlier this year in Manila on 
environmental hazards A copy is available from WCC/C&S, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. Theme of the current (July) issue of the WCC International Review 


of Mission is "Reflections on Mission". A copy is available from WCC/CWME, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WC1X OEL) is an ecumenical 
information agency which distributes news and information on Namibia. It 
works in co-operation with churches in Africa, Europe, and North America. 


Visual Symbols for Prayer Cycle: The WCC Sub-Unit on Renewal and 
Congregational Life is collecting "visual symbols" which express "contemporary 
aspirations" for the forthcoming revision otf the Ecumenical Prayer Cycle. 
Those with such can send a copy, with indication of the source and explanation 
of the meaning, to WCC/RCL, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


4 calendar of WCC meetings for through the middle of next year is available 
rom EPS. 


African Muslim-Christian dialogue: A report on an African Muslim-Christian 
dialogue attended by about 30 people in Porto Novo (Benin) (3-7 March) is 
available from WCC/Dialogue, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then ask for 
full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Tell us if you want to be on 
the telex list. Next EPS deadlines: 8h00 GMT on 27 June; 8,30 July; 


5,12,15,29 August. (EPS appears about 40 times a year.) EPS printing: This 
issue, 19 June; next issue, 30 June. 


GOVERNMENT DECLARES EMERGENCY Ecumenical Press 
BEFORE S. AFRICAN ANNIVERSARY Service 86.06.87 


This summary was prepared in Geneva by David Devadas. 


JOHANNESBURG - More than 2000 people, including the secretary general of the 
Southern African Catholic Bishops' Conference, Smangaliso Mkatshwa, were 
reported arrested (12 June), within a few hours of the imposition of a 
nation-wide state of emergency. Under emergency regulations, relatives - even 
parents of 12-year-old children - could obtain no information from local 
police and had to contact Internal Security Minister Le Grange in Pretoria. 


Those arrested, then and in the next few days, included an estimated 300 
church-related people, among them four Germans who were later deported. 
Khotso House, headquarters of the South African Council of Churches (SACC) 
here, was raided by police early on the morning of the 12th, its staff and 
offices searched, and documents confiscated. 


These actions were among sweeping measures taken just before the tenth 
anniversary (16 June) of the killing of at least 700 - some unofficial figures 
are double that - schoolchildren in Soweto township by government forces. 
Under ‘emergency provisions, all commemorations of the Soweto killings, 
including church servces, were banned. There were reports of at least two 
entire congregations being arrested during worship on the anniversary day. 


Churches, civil-rights movements, trade unions and political parties had 
months ago called for actions, including a general strike and a World Day of 
Prayer and Fasting to mark the anniversary. The strike reportedly had a major 
impact. Many buses did not run, and suburban trains reportedly carried a 
quarter of their normal passengers. Churches were packed as people came to 
remember those killed in Soweto and elsewhere in the struggle for an end to 
white-minority control. 


Congregations around the world joined them in prayers for students fighting 
apartheid, workers who do not share in the fruit of their labour, for 
“Collaborators in their own oppression" and for "those who, in _ their 
indifference to their neighbours, have lost their common humanity". 


Prayers written for the day specially remembered political prisoners Nelson 
Mandela, Walter Sisulu, Ahmed Kathrada, Govan Mbeki, and many others as well 
as exiled leaders Oliver Tambo, Alfred Nzo, Thabo Mbeki, Mack Maharaj and 
others. 


Preaching during a 75-minute service at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva, 
headquarters of the World Council of Churches and other Christian 
organizations, Lutheran World Federation General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett 
recalled ‘a conviction by many in the church that "the gospel of Jesus Christ 


judges apartheid as sin". 


In South Africa, World Alliance of Reformed Churches President Allan Boesak 
and Anglican Archbishop-elect of Cape Town Desmond Tutu were among church 
leaders who strongly criticised the ban on commemoration meetings and urged 
Christians to pray together on 16 June. Tutu met South African President P.W. 


Botha on the eve of the anniversary. 


South African Council of Churches General Secretary C.F. Beyers Naudé spoke ot 
"serious danger of possible confrontation into which the churches may be 
forced", He appealed to "churches in other countries to request their ... 
governments to intervene through ... legitimate pressures ... to prevent the 
South African authorities from indiscriminate use of violence, killing of 
people, detentions without trial, and the torturing in prisons". - (over) 


south africa/2 


Crossroads 


Naudé also spoke of the violence at Crossroads township near Cape Town, "where 
people are being killed, houses and shacks burnt, properties looted - He said 
the destruction was undertaken by "witdoeke" (conservative community leaders) 
"with the alleged acquiesence and support of the security forces". The 
40,000-plus refugee squatters at Crossroads have resisted eviction for years, 
but many were forcefully removed in the first and second weeks of June. 
Violence also broke out between the ‘witdoeke' and radical young leaders, 


during which many were killed. 


In a joint statement, 39 bishops, priests, and other church people declared 
the trouble "not a faction fight" and expressed their view that "the state is 
involved". They noted that only 4,000 squatters voted in the election of 
"“yitdoeke" last February,. a sign of only minority support. They said the 
leadership of the radicals is popularly elected. 


They said that in recent months, "intense harassment started in the three 
satellite camps" (where the radicals concentrated), with “leaders ... detained 
and tortured during interrogation and an entire busload of women ..-. 
detained. Doors were broken down and houses searched." They said shots were 
fired at the worshippers and a wounded man dragged away by police during a 
prayer service at the house of one of the satellite camp leaders. 


International condemnation 


Church as well as political leaders in many parts of the world strongly 
criticised the imposition of the emergency, the press blackout, and the 
unwillingness of the South African government to remove the apartheid system. 
Among statements were a joint document by the general secretaries of the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches, Lutheran World Federation, and World Council of 
Churches, and others from the Middle East Council of Churches, the All Africa 
Conference of Churches, and a coalition of US denominational leaders [EPS 
86.06.120,121,122]. The pope referred to the situation in the region during 
prayers in Rome on the 15th. 


UN Secretary General Xavier Peres de Cuellar called for the release of all 
political prisoners including African National Congress (ANC) leader Nelson 
Mandela at a UN conference in Paris on sanctions against South Africa. The 
meeting also heard from ANC President Oliver Tambo (17 June). However, South 
Africa's main trading partners, the US, UK, and West Germany, boycotted the 
conference, and their governments continued to reject sanctions. 


A report this month from a group of seven “eminent persons" examining the 
South African situation for the Commonwealth (which groups the UK and most of 
its former colonies), supported sanctions. Members of the group included Nita 
Barrow, one of seven WCC presidents, and Ted Scott, retiring archbishop of the 
Anglican Church of Canada. The group called sanctions and peace for South 
Africa “one and the same", with "the absence of real economic pressure on the 
government - and its belief that it may never have to face such pressure - ... 
helping to defer change". They said those who say sanctions will hurt blacks 
in South Africa "do not know how intense black suffering already is". 


In England, [Anglican] Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie sent his 
personal envoy , Terry Waite, to South Africa. And [Roman Catholic] Archbishop 
of Westminster Basil Hume called for "strong and effective pressures — 
economic, moral, and political ... on the South African government". Runcie 
leads world Anglicanism, Hume Roman Catholics in England and Wales. - EPS 


WORLD ALLIANCE OF YMCAs Ecumenical Press 
APPROVES THREE-YEAR PLAN Service 86.06.88 


GENEVA - A three-year plan of work for the World Alliance of YMCAs was 
reviewed and approved by the alliance's 32-member Executive Committee at its 
meeting at the alliance's headquarters here (4-10 June). 


The plan outlines several priority issues for the alliance - Christian mission 
and ecumenical concerns, peace and justice, youth and women, refugees and 
displaced persons, communication and information, leadership, and 
intermovement co-operation. 


In introducing the plan for the years 1986-88, Alliance Secretary General Lee 
Soo-Min called it the "first step in the launching of a new kind of World 
Alliance - one which is mission- and issue-oriented, and participatory in 
character", in order that there be "wider integration and a deeper sense of 
solidarity amongst YMCAs. 


The Ninth and Tenth World Councils of the alliance, held back-to-back in 
Denmark in mid-1985, dealt mainly with structural issues. Lee said the 
councils' "broad recommendations" about areas of work, plus the report of a 
special commission on "role, functions, structures, and relationships" of the 
alliance are the basis of the work plan. Of 30 events projected in the 
various work areas, 23 are to be the prime responsiblity of YMCA area 
organizations. — EPS 


SEMINAR ON ROLE OF WOMEN Ecumenical Press 
IN CHURCH LEADERSHIP HELD Service 86.06.89 


GENEVA - Fifty women trom 26 countries and several Christian traditions met at 
the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches, near its main 
office here, to discuss the role of women in church leadership, including 
definitions of power and ways to use power to empower each other. The seminar 
(8-15 June) was organized by the WCC and the Lutheran World Federation. 
During the week, the group formed five issue groups - on feminist biblical 
interpretation; local, regional, and international networks of women; 
leadership styles; women's participation; and ordination. 


Among the group's recommendations are for the use of inclusive language and 
imagery in church publications and sermons, development of a "“wholistic 
theology" which includes women, further reflection on styles for women's 
leadership different from male models, and formation of support groups for 
women seeking ordination and those already ordained. The group also suggested 
such a seminar on topics of special interest to women at least yearly. 


Resource women for the meeting included two WCC presidents (one Reformed, one 
United), a WCC deputy general secretary (Oriental Orthodox), a Roman Catholic 
university professor from Costa Rica, and an Evangelical (Protestant) pastor 
from the FRG (West Germany). There was daily worship, including a closing 
litany of women's power, and an agape meal during which participants shared 
fruit and flowers. There was also music and dancing from various regions, a 
Bible drama based on the gospel story of the widow and the unjust judge, and 
interest groups in poetry, music, dance, and painting. 


Leading a Bible study, Ofelia Ortega, of the institute, focused on Mary's 
song. She called its verses, in Luke 1, "the single most important passage in 


the Bible about what true power really means. ..-+ These are the words of a 
young, poor, powerless ... unmarried pregnant girl in a male-oriented society 
who "took power in her own hands", she observed. — EPS 


SALVADOR ARCHBISHOP: Ecumenical Press 
CONFESSIONS COERCED Service 86.06.90 


SAN SALVADOR - The Roman Catholic archbishop here, Arturo Rivera y Damas, said 
confessions of at least four human-rights activists accused of collaborating 
with leftist guerrillas were coerced by police, who used sophisticated methods 
‘which do not leave any visible physical scars". 


The head of the Roman Catholic Church in El Salvador said in a Sunday homily 
this month that the four were among nine members of church-supported 
human-rights groups arrested late last month by Salvadoran police after being 
named by a confessed member of El Salvador's main guerrilla coalition, FMLN. 


The informer, Luz Yaneth Alfaro Pena, alleged the nine were guerrilla 
collaborators who used their respective organisations to filter economic and 
material aid to the coalition. 


Reuter news agency reported it learned from international human-rights 
activists who were allowed to visit the nine in jail that most were deprived 
of sleep for up to 72 hours, and that male detainees were threatened with guns 
and knives until they signed confessions saying they helped the FMLN. 


The archbishop said in his homily that the detainees were forced to sign the 
confessions without knowing their contents. 


He also said progress had been made in organising a third round of dialogue 
between government and rebel leaders. President Jose Napoleon Duarte proposed 
(1 June) in a speech to the national assembly marking his second year in 
office that the archbishop mediate to bring the two sides together for talks 
in late July or early August. 


Earlier rounds of talks - in October and November 1984 - failed to yield an 
accord. The FMLN and government forces have been fighting for six-and-a-half 
years. During that time, an estimated 60,000 have been killed and another 
500,000 lett homeless. 


WCC messages 


Ninan Koshy, international affairs director of the Geneva-based World Council 


of Churches, sent separate telegrams this month to Rivera y Damas and Duarte 
on the situation in the country. 


Koshy told the archbishop the WCC is “greatly concerned" about reports of the 
detention and torture of persons connected with legitimate human-rights 
groups. He expressed “our continued prayer and support for your ministry and 
all efforts to protect the physical well-being and freedom of men and women. 


In his message to the president, Koshy praised his recent initiatives for 


dialogue to end the fighting. He noted the position of the 1983 WCC assembly 
in favour of such talks. 


In that context, he expressed concern about reports of detention and torture 
by El Salvadoran police of human-rights activists. He asked Durate to 
intervene immediately on their behalf. 


Among those issuing reports on the detainees were Amnesty International and 
the Washington Office on Latin America. - EPS 


MENNONITE IDENTITY Ecumenical Press 
SEEN TO BE CHANGING Service 86.06.91 


This item is adapted from New York-based Religious News Service (11 June). 


WATERLOO (Ontario/Canada) (Margaret Loewen Reimer) - A recent conference of 
Mennonite academics here illustrated the fundamental change that Mennonite 
identity in North America has undergone in the past few decades. In fact, 


this gathering may have signalled the end of the sectarian vision by which 
Mennonites have defined themselves. 


About 120 participants examined the topic "Toward a Mennonite Self- 
Understanding" at a conference sponsored by the Mennonite Bicentennial 
Commission and the Institute of Anabaptist-Mennonite Studies at Conrad Grebel 
College here. 


Several assumptions quickly emerged. Scholars agreed "modernity" has 
fundamentally changed Mennonites in North America. Gone is the normative 
vision of Anabaptism outlined by Mennonite historian Harold Bender in the 
1940s. Assumed are heterogeneous origins and current diversity. 


No longer satisfied with simply remaining true to the past, these Mennonite 
academics drew on the tools of their disciplines to be highly self-critical, 
not only of Mennonite self-perceptions but of their own disciplines. Each 
presentation was criticized by an "outside" respondent as well as a 
Mennonite. And the event was substantially funded by a public grant. 


Hans-Juergen Goertz, theologian and social historian at the University of 
Hamburg (West Germany), opened the conference with a call for Mennonites to 
challenge the current political, cultural and social environment with insights 
from their past. Labelling the current situation among Mennonites "a crisis 
of integration", Goertz urged Mennonites to rouse themselves and reassert 
their legacy of "fraternity" in leading society to a more human form. 


"It should be the social and religious task of today's Mennonites to make a 
linkage once again to the nonconformist fraternal ideals of their beginnings, 
in order to grasp that the vitality of the gospel is expressed through, and 
only through, application to the social experiences of the present day." 


Historian Jim Juhnke of Bethel College, Newton (Kansas/US), raised some 
eyebrows with his insistence on two separate Mennonite stories in North 
America - the Swiss/South German and the Dutch/Russian. "My own study of the 
early 1900s has convinced me the cultural differences [are] so far-reaching 
.»- [they] must be made basic to our fundamental conceptualization of 
historical North American Mennonite reality in this era", he said. Juhnke 
was pushed to recognize other ethnicities in his scheme as well. 


Don Kraybill, a sociologist from Elizabethtown (Pennsylvania/US) College, said 
Mennonite ethnicity is still strong today, but in a radically different form. 
He said upwardly mobile, assimilated Mennonites move freely among the various 
social and professional worlds they inhabit. "In this new urban ethnicity, 
our practice has changed to ideology and our homogeneity has splintered into 
diversity", Kraybill said. 


Vic Koop, of Goshen (Indiana/US) College complained that Mennonites have sold 
out to “marketplace psychology" in their pastoral training and mental-health 
institutions. Jim Reimer of Conrad Grebel College said Mennonites need 
"mediating principles" to link the Bible to the present, so they can express 
"the essentials of the Christian faith in a creative and dynamic way rather 


than a set of petrified dogmas". - EPS 


'Row' reported on icons EPS 86.06.92 
ROME - Reuter news agency reports that a visit this month to Greece by 
Agostino Cardinal Casaroli, the Vatican secretary of state, was “over shadowed 
by a row between the Greek Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches about icons. 
The issue concerns a current Vatican exhibition of icons from the Macedonian 
Museum in Skopje (Yugoslavia). The Greek Orthodox say the pictures are Greek 
and should be labelled as such. (The region known as Macedonia is now divided 
among Greece, Bulgaria, and Yugoslavia.) The dispute about the exhibit also 
"seriously hampered an ecumenical dialogue between Roman Catholic and Eastern 
Orthodox churches" in Bari this month. —- EPS 


‘Crystal Cathedral', citing security, bans South African speaker EPS 86.06.93 
GARDEN GROVE (California/US) - The “Crystal Cathedral", largest congregation 
of the Reformed Church in America, and site for the RCA General Synod this 
month, decided the speech to the synod (18 June) by Alfred Nzo, chief 
executive of the African National Congress, could not take place there, 
because "a glass cathedral is not the place you want bomb threats", according 
to a congregational spokesperson. However, an RCA staff member in New York, 
Everett Zabriskie, said he was "distressed that [Robert] Schuller [the 
congregation's pastor, and a noted US tv evangelist] has chosen to inject 
himself in this way." - EPS 


Pope issues message on Holy Spirit EPS 86.06.94 
ROME - Pope John Paul issued a 31,000-word document on the "Holy Spirit in the 


Life of the Church and the World" late last month. It is the third in a 
series on the Trinity. Among other things, the pope observes that resistance 
to the Holy Spirit is most clearly expressed today in materialism, “which is 
still recognized as the essential core of Marxism", and which "radically 
excluded in principle and in fact the presence and action of God". - EPS 


UBS marks 40 years EPS 86.06.95 
SUSSEX (England) - About 30 current and former leaders of the United Bible 


Societies met (10 May) here to mark the 40th anniversary of global 
co-operation by national Bible societies through UBS. - EPS 


Philippines religious instruction in schools EPS 86.06.96 


MANILA - Minda Sutaria, the deputy education minister of the Philippines, is 
urging the country's 10,000 state-run elementary and secondary schools to 
implement a programme of religious instruction for students whose parents give 


permission. So far, the programme has been largely ignored by the schools. - 
EPS 


British Methodists ponder civil disobedience EPS 86.06.97 
STOKE-ON-TRENT (England) - The British Methodist Conference (here, 20-27 June) 
had before it a report which asks those contemplating civil disobedience to 
consider "the serious consequences that might result from their action", such 


as weakened respect tor the law. It asks those who reject civil disobedience 


to consider whether they are settling for complacency in the face of important 
1ssues and hard choices. - EPS 


Anglican mission society votes to sell shares EPS 86.06.98 


LONDON = The United Society tor the Propagation of the Gospel, and Anglican 
mission society based here, has decided to sell its shares in Barclays Bank 
and Shell as an “immediate sign of support for black people suffering under 


sparthedd in southern Africa, and to avoid profiting from their oppression". - 


Southern Baptists elect’ ‘fundamentalist’ EPS 86.06.99 
ATLANTA - At their annual meeting here, nearly 40,000 "messengers" from 
congregations of the Southern Baptist Convention elected Adrian Rogers, pastor 
of a 16,000-member congregation in Memphis, Tennessee, to a one-year term as 
president. Rogers was also elected for one year in 1979. His election that 
year marked the first success in a drive by Southern Baptists referred to as 
"fundamental conservatives" to influence the composition of the boards of the 
SBC's seminaries and agencies. Presidents Supportive of that position have 
been elected each year since then. - EPS 


Strong response reported to inclusive language paper EPS’ 86.06.100 
TORONTO - A proposal that the August meeting of the General Council of the 
United Church of Canada "affirm an inclusive language for God through the use 
of a variety of human metaphors, images, and pronouns in church documents, 
worship, and liturgy" has drawn a strong negative response from the United 
Church Renewal Fellowship, a group within the UCC. It attacks the trend 
towards such inclusive language in the denomination as a "contortion of faith" 
and "testimony to the increasingly vocal radical feminist movement within our 
denomination". In reply, Hal Llewellyn, UCC secretary for theology, faith, 
and ecumenism, says the issue is not one of feminism, but of theology. "That 
doesn't divorce it from feminism", he says, "but we are doing a disservice to 
the feminist cause by making them the bearers of the attack. ... It's a 


question of ideology and _ metaphor. It's a question of biblical 
interpretation, and how we understand God." - EPS 
China conference’ on ecumenical’ sharin EPS’ 86.06.101 


NANJING (China) - About 160 church people from China and other parts of the 
world met here for a week last month to discuss "ecumenical sharing, a new 
agenda". The meeting was organized by the [US] National Council of Churches. 
According to a report from Hong Kong-based Asia Lutheran News, China Christian 
Council President K.H. Ting focused in his presentation on the importance of 
the "three-self" principles (self-propagation, self-support, self-governance) 
for the church in China. He said that after focusing on the latter two tor 
some time, the CCC is now turning more attention to the first. - EPS 


Vigilante attack reported on Namibian educator, church leader EPS 86.06.102 


WINDHOEK (Namibia) - The London-based Namibia Communications Centre reports 
that Joshua Hoebeb, chairman of the United Evangelical Lutheran Synod, one of 
Namibia's leading educators, and spokesman on education for Swapo (the chief 
resistance organization to the South African controlled government of 
Namibia), was attacked by a gang of men who fired three shots at him in his 
car (8 June). The centre says the attack "has given rise to fears that South 


African-style vigilantes are now operating in the territory." - EPS 
Christian council’ in’ Sierra’ Leone’ on economy EPS 86.06.103 
FREETOWN (Sierra Leone) - The United Christian Council of Sierra Leone has 


submitted a memorandum to the government on the country's economic situation. 
Endorsing the government view that steps to improve the Se Aion require the 
co-operation of the whole country, the memorandum adds that such co-operation 
... requires understanding and the free flow of information by and from both 


sides - the government and the governed". - EPS 


EPS 86.06.104 


Ecumenical Patriarchate expects permission to rebuild 
ISTANBUL (Turkey) - The [Eastern Orthodox] Ecumenical Patriarchate expects 
shortly to receive written permission from the Turkish government to rebuild 


its headquarters here. Patriarch Dimitrios, "first among equals" of Eastern 
Orthodox hierarchs world-wide, now works with his staff in cramped offices 
beside the ivy-covered ruins of the patriarch's main administration building, 
destroyed by fire in 1941. Relations between the government and the 
patriarchate have been subject to various strains over the years. — EPS 


World Lutheran leader visits pope, sees more CO7O eration EPS 86.06.105 
ROME - Gunnar Staalsett, general secretary of the Lutheran World Federation, 
visited the pope and other Vatican officials here (13-15 June). Afterwards, 
he said Lutherans and Roman Catholics had a "broad common agenda". He said 
"intensified co-operation" among the various Christian world communions in 


witness and service was an LWF priority. - EPS 

Lutheran, Anglican units approve ‘covenant’ EPS 86.06.106 
ALLENTOWN (Pennsylvania/US) - Two regional units ~- an Anglican diocese and a 
Lutheran synod - which cover the north-eastern part of the US state of 


Pennsylvania have endorsed a “covenant agreement" to act together in prayer, 
worship, study, and mission. Anglican Diocesan Bishop Mark Dyer was chaplain 
at the synod convention which approved the agreement (7 June). In 1982, the 
units' parent bodies - the Episcopal Church and Lutheran Church in America - 
approved interim eucharistic sharing and other forms of co-operation. ~- EPS 


US: church council leaders comment on statue’s anniversary EPS 86.06.107 


NEW YORK - Philip Cousin and Arie Brouwer, president and general secretary 
respectively of the [US] National Council of Churches, have urged Americans to 
recommit themselves to ideals represented by the Statue of Liberty, "the most 
compassionate and unifying of our national symbols". The 100th anniversary of 
the statue is being marked next month. Noting its connection with immigration 
to the US, the two urged Americans to "join us in confessing our national 
retreat from our ideal of America as a welcoming haven for all into a society 
dangerously preoccupied with a narrowly defined self-interest which deprives 
even the tired and poor within our borders of the blessing of liberty". - EPS 


US church council group urges government action on Aids EPS 86.06.1008 
WASHINGTON - During an hour-long meeting [here, 11 June] at the request of the 


US surgeon general, representatives of the [US] National Council of Churches 
urged US government action to provide hope for those with Aids and to combat 
the disease, which, in the US, has mostly affected male homosexuals. - EPS 


US, Mexican RC bishops oppose proposal on immigrants EPS 86.06.109 
LOS ANGELES - Mexican and US Roman Catholic bishops meeting here this month 
announced opposition to a proposal which would deny Mexicans who enter the US 
illegally the right to live there. - EPS 


French Protestant federation affirms France as place for exiles EPS 86.06.110 
STRASBOURG (France) - The recent meeting here of the council of the Protestant 
Federation of France, which groups Reformed, Lutheran, and other bodies, 
opposed efforts to make it more difficult for refugees and exiles to enter and 
remain in France. - EPS 


Tambo, von Weizsdcker in private visits to Ecumenical Centre EPS: 86.06.111 
GENEVA - Richard von Weizsdacker, president of the Federal Republic of 


Germany, and Oliver Tambo, president of the African National Congress, paid 
separate, private visits here last month (12 and 19 June respectively) to the 
Ecumenical Centre, headquarters of the World Council of Churches, Lutheran 


World Federation, World Alliance of Reformed Churches and other church 
organizations. - EPS 


crash Presbyterians cautious on RC relations EPS 86.06.112 
epee - The General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland (here, 
: sad ePe. defeated, 207-146, a proposal to encourage joint worship with Roman 
atholics, though it did urge "more positive and meaningful" relations with 
other denominations. Also, it did not back a proposal that its doctrine 
COmmAEtSE » ¢onsider a possible assembly declaration rejecting various 
anti~papal passages in its confession of faith. Such an action was taken 
recently by the assembly of the [Presbyterian] Church of Scotland. - EPS 


Second Canadian Christian Festival EPS 86.06.113 
CALGARY (Alberta/Canada) - About 10,000 people attended the ecumenical Second 
Canadian Christian Festival, here last month. The next one is set for Halifax 
in 1990. The first festival, in Ottawa in 1982, was attended by an estimated 
25,000 people. - EPS 


Pope appoints commission to draft: global catechism EPS 86.06.114 


ROME - Pope John Paul II has appointed a commission headed by Joseph Cardinal 
Ratzinger, head of the Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, to 
prepare a new book for teaching the Roman Catholic faith world-wide. The 
commission, recommended by the extraordinary synod (meeting) of bishops last 
December, is to complete its work by 1990. Roman Catholic bishops from around 
the world will be able to give their opinions on the new catechism before it 
is presented to the pope for approval. - EPS 


Film prompts clash EPS 86.06.115 
SYDNEY - Five persons were arrested when angry Christians clashed with cinema 


patrons and police here (9 June), trying to stop the premiere of the Jean Luc 
Godard film which portrays the Virgin Mary as a petrol station attendant and 
Joseph as a taxi driver (EPS 85.03.63, 05.16). Opponents of the film call it 
blasphemous and pornographic. The theatre received bomb threats; protesters 
threatened to burn it down. The film was a major entry in the film festival 
here. -— EPS 


Bishop protests refugee expulsion EPS 86.06.116 


VANIMO (Papua New Guinea) - The Roman Catholic bishop here, John Etheridge, 
has criticised a court decision to jail Aben Bakawa, a 3l-year-old Indonesian 
who fled to Papua New Guinea after alleged torture by Indonesian authorities. 
He was sentenced to two months hard labour here for illegally entering Papua 
New Guinea. He and others were deported last October. - EPS 


Zimbabwe freeschurch’ human-rights worker EPS 86.06.117 
HARARE - Mike Auret, chairperson of the Catholic Commission for Justice and 


Peace here, was freed from detention (5 June) after his wife Diane phoned 
Zimbabwean Prime Minister Robert Mugabe at home. Auret had been arrested that 
morning after police searched his home and office and confiscated several 
files. Auret's wife said she did not think Mugabe was aware of the arrest 
before she phoned. Arrested 22 May, the commission's acting director, Nicolas 
Ndebele, was released the day before Auret after a non-public trial. The High 
Court reportedly dismissed the state's reasons for the arrest as inadequate. 
Describing both arrests as "punitive", Auret said the government seems 
convinced the commission - which has been monitoring human rights in Zimbabwe 
since before its independence in 1980 - has provided information to Amnesty 
International. A 1985 report by AI's Zimbabwe Monitoring Group accused 
Zimbabwean authorities of several human-rights violations. - EPS 


Jesuits protest Belgian priest’s arrest in Chile EPS 86.06.118 
SANTIAGO - The Society of Jesus (the Roman Catholic religious order known as 
the Jesuits) protested the arrest (2 June) of one of its priests, a Belgian, 

who is episcopal vicar (bishop's representative) for a zone of the Chilean 
capital. Stragier was reportedly arrested and taken to a police station by a 
military patrol as he returned home. He was accused of distributing anti- 
government pamphlets, building barricades, and organising public disorder. A 
Statement on behalf of Christian communities in his zone called such acts "an 
attempt to intimidate the population, to scare us, and create a climate of 
psychological war. ... They want to keep us silent, each in his home , without 
even participating in our communities". At a press conference, Lucia Hiriart 
de Pinochet, wife of President Augosto Pinochet, ment ioned the arrest, saying 
"a priest who acts in this manner cannot shield himself behind his position’. 
Also, referring to a recent papal statement (EPS 86.06.94), she asked the 


Chile's Roman Catholic bishops to state their position on Marxism. — EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Day of Prayer and Fasting for South Africa" EPS 86.06.119 


Dated 17 June, this statement was issued by the general secretaries of the 
World Council of Churches (Emilio Castro), Lutheran World Federation (Gunnar 
Staalsett), and World Alliance of Reformed Churches (Edmond Perret). 


We united with communities of faith around the world on the 16th of June 1986 
and remembered hundreds of our sisters and brothers who were massacred in the 
ghetto of Soweto as a result of the interference by the South African police 
and military. Through acts of prayer and fasting on this day we expressed a 
cry of lamentation before God and one another at the sorrowful remembrance of 
all who in the course of this decade, both black and white, have been killed, 
maimed, exiled or torced to live in tear. 


Even as we are gathering in worship during these days of anguish, calling 
again upon the Lord of history to bring deliverance from the present bondage, 
our silence and our songs are shattered by new reports of violence in South 
Africa in spite of the attempt by the apartheid regime to block the flow of 
intormation in and out of the nation. Throughout these past days reports have 
come to us of brutality, detention and the death of many innocent people. 
Security police raided church and ecumenical offices, including the South 
African Council of Churches, contiscating material. 


What shall we who are members of the body of Christ say in the face of these 
reports, and what shall we do now following a decade of failure in our efforts 
to achieve peaceful change? 


With Rachel and the mothers of Soweto we have known only weeping and 
lamentation, mourning for the children who are no more. With Ezekiel and the 
fathers of Soweto we have stood before the valleys of death across South 
Atrica, crying out to God to send the winds from north and south and east and 
west to fill the dead bones of these slain with life again. With Jesus we 
have wept over the cities which kill the prophets and those who have been sent 
with the message ot repentance and the promise of the renewal of life. 


Together with the churches of South Africa we have pleaded in vain with the 
authorities to pursue swift and peaceful change before the time comes when 
every non-violent means has been exhausted and all patience has been lost. 
The time has come when the exasperation of the people of South Africa will not 
be controlled, and it is the responsibility of those who have created that 


exasperation to forge a climate of justice not repression, democracy not 
detention. 


We have confessed and will continue to confess our own complicity in 
perpetuating forms of injustice. We will continue to contess the hidden 
racism in our own soul. We have protested and will continue to protest the 
degradation of human life wrought by persons and systems which have been 
deluded by feelings of their own superiority. We have called and will 
continue to call for comprehensive economic sanctions by those nations which 


neve not as yet taken a meaningful stand for non-violent change in South 
rica. 


In these days of crisis, because of its solidarity with efforts to abolish 
apartheid, the world community needs information on events occurring in South 
Africa. Therefore we call not only for speedy lifting of the nationwide 


emergency but also for an end to the control of information by the South 
African regime. - EPS 


ECUTEXT: ''MECC Message on South Africa" EPS 86.06.120 


This message was sent (16 June) to C. F. Beyers Naudé, general secretary of 
the South African Council of Churches, by Gabriel Habib, general secretary of 
the Middle East Council of Churches. 


On this day of solemn commemoration, we are united through prayer, 
faithfulness to truth and struggle for justice with the long-suffering people 
of South Africa. 


Our consciences have always been deeply affronted by apartheid, and our hearts 
have been further burdened by the events of the last few days resulting from 
attempts to perpetuate this unjust system. 


We, in the Middle East, are no strangers to adversity and suffering and the 
inevitable test of faith that results, praying always that our faith be made 
stronger to better face the challenges of injustice and conflict. Therefore, 
there exists between us an inviolable bond of solidarity rooted in our common 
faith in Jesus Christ, the living hope. 


The MECC member churches have been informed of the June 16 commemoration, and 
urged to remember you in their prayers and to use their influence towards 
governments’ and NGOs' appropriate action against apartheid in South Africa. - 
EPS 


ECUTEXT: "AACC Statement on South Africa" EPS 86.06.121 


This statement (12 June) is from Maxime Rafransoa, general secretary of the 
All Africa Conference of Churches. 


Soweto, which means south-west township has become part of the collective 
memory of the people of South Africa in the struggle for liberation. But it 
is also today part of the collective memory of the people of the entire 
continent of Africa. The Soweto massacre took place more than 16 years after 
the Sharpeville massacre with ten times more victims, mainly youth. Today, 
ten years later, the victims of apartheid are four times more than that of 
"Soweto" in less than two years. The spiral of institutional violence is 
still rising, and there is no reason to believe that this will end before the 
liberation struggle is over. 


The churches of South Africa have been consistent in assuming their spiritual 
ministry during this difficult time and even to the point of taking interim 
leadership since the political leaders are either in detention or in exile. 

That is why prominent figures like Archbishop Desmond Tutu and Dr Allan Boesak 


emerged. 


The AACC has also been consistent in supporting the people and the church in 
South Africa because we are convinced of the imperative of the gospel which is 
itself an education for liberation. Christ came to us as the one who has the 
spirit of the Lord upon him. Because he has annointed him to preach 
liberation to the captives to set at liberty those who are oppressed (Luke 4, 
v.18). Christ gave us back our full humanity because of his own sacrifice 
and in the same way the sacrifice of thousands of victims of apartheid will 


restore justice in South Africa. 


This year 1986, declared as international year for peace, the AACC wanted to 
show that there can be no peace without justice and therefore declared this 
same year as a special year against apartheid, taking advantage of the 10th 


commemoration of Soweto. (over) 
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Let the world know that Christ is on the side of the oppressed and therefore 
the church cannot be on the side of the oppressors. Let the world know that 
as long as South Africa is not liberated, African human dignity is denied and 
therefore we are all South Africans. For us the question of being for or 
against violence is outdated. The people ot South Africa have been patient 
for three quarters of a century starting with half century of peaceful 
demonstrations. But the Pretoria regime still maintains violence which is 
even increasing in its last desperate attempts to survive while already the 
situation has moved from ungovernability to peoples' power. ... — EPS 


ECUTEXT: "US Church Leaders' Telegram to Reagan on South Africa" EPS 86.06.122 


Signed by 21 US church leaders, this telegram was sent to US President Ronald 
Reagan (12 June). In a separate message to 12 corporations with investments 
in South Africa - described as "partners in apartheid" - they urged them to 
withdraw those investments in 1986. Signatories of the message included the 
president and general secretary of the National Council of Churches, a 
vice-moderator of the World Council of Churches, and heads or other leaders of 
the Presbyterian Church (USA), Umited Methodist Church, [US Anglican] 
Episcopal Church, American Baptist Churches, Lutheran Church in America, 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), National Baptist Convention USA Inc., Orthodox Church in America, Pro 
Progressive National Baptist Convention, Reformed Church in America, Church of 
the Brethren, United Church of Christ, American Lutheran Church, and 
International Council of Community Churches. 


The past 18 months have been a time of serious and growing escalation of 
violence in South Africa by the South African government. 


The unrestricted powers granted by the Ministry of Law and Order, the ban on 
the right to lawful assembly tor the month of June, and State President P. W. 
Botha's reimposition of the state of emergency are ingredients for greater 
repression by the South African government and therefore greater resistance on 
the part otf the South African majority. In the end, this can only mean an 
escalation in violence and bloodshed. 


Today the South African government seized and then occupied the offices of the 
South African Council of Churches, cordonned off those facilities, and then 
cut off all outside communications. The government has also detained 
ecumenical officers, both within and outside the facilities. These actions 
are a clear violation of the principle of religious freedom as well as other 
basic human rights. These detentions are in part the result of South African 
Christians requesting the South African government to permit the people of 
South Africa to commemorate the events of June 16th and that the South African 
government “refrain from confrontation and not provoke people with their 


weapons and military machines", We urge you to call on the South African 
government to grant their request. 


We believe that the most recent events require you to lead the government of 
the United States in enacting mandatory comprehensive sanctions against the 
government of South Africa. This is essential to halt the increasing flow of 
blood and growing anger and despair in South Africa. It is required if the 
US 1s to regain credibility among South Africans and other Southern Africans 
and before the world, as a people and a government who hold sacred the 
principles of freedom and justice upon which our nation was founded. 


We hope and pray that you will act immediately and forcefully to support the 
Sere for freedom in South Africa that is now being heard around the world. - 
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SHOPTALK (53/20) 


One World: Here are the principal items in the July issue of the WCC 
monthly. Sample copies are available from WCC Publications, Box 66, C@#1211 


Geneva 20: 
Interview with C.F. von Weiszacker 


Lebanon's fragmentation Ghassan Rubeiz 
Canada's overseas role Mike Milne 

450th anniversary of the Geneva Reformation Marlin VanElderen 
Managua: Easter Sunday barrio mass David Devadas 
South Africa: Interfaith dialogue Gerrie Lubbe 
Norway: Prayer house people O/ivind O/stang 


International Commission of Health Professionals for Health amd Human 
Rights: Documents from the commission's recent seminar (Geneva, 16-17 June) 
on ethical problems for health professionals in situations where human rights 
are violated are available from ICHP, 15, route des Morillons, Gt1218 Grand- 
Saconnex, Switzerland. Among material prepared for the meeting is a report on 
"Human Rights and Health Professionals in South Africa", by Cecile de Sweemer, 
a member of the WCC staff, amd Pat Naidoo, former president of the Medical 
Students' Representative Council at the University of Natal. 


WACC Annual Report: It is available from the World Association for 
Christian Communication, 122 Kings Road, London SW3 4TR. 


BEM in Sri Lanka: A report on seminars held on baptism, eucharist, am 
ministry is available from the Ecumenical Institute for Study amd Dialogue, 
490/5 Havelock Road, Colambo 6. 


Civil Religion in Asia is the topic of the current issue (June) of "LAWF 
Documentation". It includes articles on religiosity and basic values in Asia, 
the Yasukuni Shrine in Japan, ami the official "Pancasila" ideology in 
Indonesia. A copy is available from the Lutheran World Federation, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Awddiio Visual Resources - South Africa ani Namibia lists information about 
material from UK, US, Canaja, Ireland, New Zealard, Frarce, Belgiun, 
Switzerland, FRG, Austria, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Netherlands, ami South 
Africa. It is available fran WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CG#+1211 Geneva 20. 


M.M. Thomas, the noted ecumenical figure from India, turned 70 last 15 May. 


African Muslim-Christian dialogue: A report (in French) on an African 
Muslim-Christian dialogue attended by about 30 people in Porto Novo (Benin) 
(3-7 March) is available fran WCC/Dialogue, Box 66, G#+1211 Geneva 20. 


WOC/CICARWS material is available (Box 66, G#121l Geneva 20) on Haiti (6 
June - a 720,000 US-dollar appeal for relief and rehabilitation work), Lebanon 
(9 June - situation report 47, with an appeal for 1.5 million US dollars to 
Support the Emergency, Relief, and Rehabilitation program of the Middle East 
Council of Churches, through March 1988), Colombia (13 June - situation report 
5 on effects of and response to last November's volcanic eruption), Bolivia 


Peru/Argentina (23 June - situation report 1 on recent flood opi 
: s), amd Ethiopia 
(20 June - situation report 26 on drought and displaced persons). 


EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then ask for 


full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Tell us i 
; : : if you want to be on 
the telex list. Next EPS deadlines: 8h00 GMT on 8,30 Ae ; 5,12,14,29 
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SA QOUNCIL OF CHURCHES PUTS OFF Ecumenical Press 
CHOICE OF NEW GENERAL SECRETARY Service 86.07.01 


JOHANNESBURG - The National Conference [here, 23-27 June] of the South African 
Council of Churches - which groups 18 Indepenfent, Methodist, Anglican, 
Lutheran, Reformed, and Quaker denominations - did not appoint a new general 
secretary. : 


Instead, it asked the interim general secretary, C.F. Beyers Nawié, to 
continue in office until a successor is appointed, no later than next June. 
Naudé succeeded Desmond Tutu for what was to have been a two-year interim 
period, after Tutu was elected Anglican bishop of Johannesburg, in 1984. , 


According to an SACC statement, the search committee was "unable to complete 


its business to present a nominee for the post". So, the conference - about 
200 delegates from SACC denominations, regional councils of churches, am 
affiliated organisations - restructured the committee to consist of four 


members elected by the conference, Nauwié, amd four church leaders. The SACC 
National Executive was given power to make the appointment. 


In other action, the conference extended the term of the current SACC 
president, Lutheran Bishop Manas Buthelezi, until next June. 


Before the conference opened, NawWé said the meeting came at a "critical 
moment in the history of our country because of its deep involvement in the 
struggle for justice amd peace. Millions of Christians are looking to the 
SACC for direction and inspiration at this time." An SACC statement in 
advance of the meeting "anticipated that important decisions will be taken by 
the church leadership with regard to the role of the church in the present 
crisis and beyond". 


WCC-WARC-LWF messages 


In a joint "pastoral message" to the meeting, the general secretaries of the 
World Council of Churches (Emilio Castro), World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
(Himond Perret), amd Lutheran World Federation (Gunnar Staalsett), said they 
"want to assure you again that we are with you at the time of crisis". 


They continued: "We are aware that the list of detainees increases by the 
hour. We will remember them by name in our prayers. We will continue to 
encourage the strongest posssible sanctions to support peaceful change. We 
will continue to protest the violence against your families and communities, 
the attacks on your church buildings, and the accelerating withdrawal of your 
legal rights. We convey to you messages of support for your struggle which 
have come to our offices from around the world [EPS 86.07.02]. ... Be of good 
Cheer. Do not lose heart. Fight the good fight, and may the hope in God 
‘which does not disappoint' sustain you in the struggle". 


The three also sent a message [EPS 86.07.15] to the members of their 
organizations in the Commonwealth countries, urging them to “convey to your 
government representaives the need for immediate and comprehensive economic 
sanctions as perhaps the only remaining means to bring about peaceful change 
in South Africa. The Commonwealth groups the UK amd most of its former 


colonies. 
Harare youth meeting: 


Later, in Harare (1-5 July), a meeting umer WCC and SACC auspices was planned 
Beata of 100 Se itimecent South Africa, other parts of Africa and of the 
world, to discuss the South African situation. — EPS 


CHURCH DEATHS REPORTED IN Ecumenical Press 
WAKE OF SA EMERGENCY MOVES Service 86.07.02 


This roundup is based on reports received at the World Council of Churches 
from various sources. Recent South African regulations restrict the usual 
process of reporting from that country. This item is based on what have 
proved in the past to be reliable sources. 


GENEVA - A child was trampled to death when security forces invaded the 
Miantsane Methodist Church in East London (16 June). The church building was 
extensively damaged and furniture destroyed. 


Another child was killed during a raid on a church in Kwa Thema, near 
Johannesburg. He was apparently trying to escape when police attacked the 
church. Other children suffered fractures. 


At another service on the 10th anniversary (16 June) of the deaths of at least 
700 school children at the hands of government security forces in the black 
township of Soweto, two persons were killed during worship at the Graasen 
Reinet Methodist Church. 


Some entire congregations were arrested during worship. Children umer 10 
were the only ones released initially in one such case. Sjamboks (rhinoceros- 
hide whips) were used by security forces to clear a Roman Catholic Church in 
the eastern Cape. Seventy of the congregation were arrested. 


There are also reports that babies have died from effects of tear gas used at 
churches. 


The Ecumenical Centre in Durban was raided ami searched (18 June). The home 
and offices of a Roman Catholic church worker were also searched the same day. 


There was rioting in Nijenda township near Cape Town (13 June). Houses were 
burnt, as a result of which people were sleeping in local churches. Several 
ministers of the African Methodist Episcopal Church were arrested there. 


In Johannesburg (19 June), police raided Freeway House, where several 
anti-apartheid groups have offices, inclujing the Community Resources 
Information Centre, which provides research and printing facilities for many 
black groups in the northern Transvaal. 


The Detainees' Parents Support Committee said it knows the names of 1475 
people detained in the fortnight since the emergency was imposed (12 June). 
The committee said it suspects 4,500 persons were in detention at that time. 


After a week in South Africa, Terry Waite, a top aide to [Anglican] Archbisop 
of Canterbury Robert Runcie, said violence was being perpetrated by security 
forces there “on an unprecedented scale". The country is in the "evil grip" 
of the security forces, he said, ami Pretoria risked a violent backlash if its 
stranglehold on the country were not relaxeil. 


“There 1s no doubt at all now that the country is in the grip of draconian 
security measures and in the grip of extreme hard-liners who really do not 
want to see any change and who will take every repressive measure to 
intimidate the black community", Waite told BBC radio. "And that can only 
lead to fragmentation and total breakdown and further violence." 


The petrol bombing of the St Paul's Anglican Church in Soweto, he said 
appeared to be "a deliberate act of intimidation" with strong suggest ions that 
it was perpetrated by the authorities. - (more) 
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Waite also suggested that the authorities were responsible for petrol bombing 
the Klerksdorp home of Sigisbert Niwaniwe, Anglican suffragan bishop of 
Johannesburg, one of those in detention. He said he tried to visit him in 
prison, but was not allowed; nor was the bishop's wife permitted a visit. 


He said he could get no idea how Many church leaders, students, and trade 
union leaders had been detained. "Under the emergency regulations, you are 
not even allowed to mention the name of the person you are looking for", he 
Said. News reports from South Africa emphasised that journalists too had 
almost no direct access to information, and occasional snippets supplied 
through informal church channels were often the only facts that became public. 


Among journals stopped in South Africa was "Dimension", the Methodist monthly, 
which was held from the presses by government officials (18 June). The 
fortnightly "New Nation", founded a few months ago by the Southern African 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference, moved to an undisclosed location, am its editor 
was detained. 


In New York, Joan Campbell, director of the US Office of the World Council of 
Churches, announced formation of an "alternative information network" through 
which her office would seek to gather information, using church connenctions 
in South Africa, and distribute it outside. 


Baptist minister amd 1984 US presidential candidate Jesse Jackson appealed to 
French President Francois Mitterrand to convene a Western summit on imposing 
economic sanctions against South Africa. Jackson was in Paris to attend a 
UN-sponsored conference on sanctions. 


The British newspaper "The Guardian" reported (14 June) that the Church 
Commissioners - the body that manages the [Anglican] Church of Englam1's 
assets - retains investments in more than 65 companies involved in South 
Africa. These companies, the paper said, account for more than half the value 
of the commissioners' investments. 


On the other hand, the small Remonstrant Brotherhood of the Netherlands 
decided to sell its shares - worth about a million Dutch guilders - in 
companies with interests in South Africa. The Reformed denomination's 
assembly last month also urged the Dutch government to take economic measures 


against South Africa. 


Belgium's Roman Catholic bishops urged economic measures "even if they have 
negative effects". And the Geneva-based Iutheran World Federat ion said (27 
June) it will no longer do business with banks involved in South Africa. 


Theobald Kneifel, a West German church worker expelled from South Africa, said 
(18 June) he would rather have remained in prison there than be deported. 
Kneifel was arrested at a church service he was scheduled to address. 


Among church organizations reacting to the South African situat ion were the 
Gambia Christian Council, which offered prayers for the South African Council 
of Churches, am resolved "to explore possibilities to intensify more to 


abolish apartheid”. 


The Ethiopian Evangelical [Lutheran] Church Mekane Yesus expressed concern 
deep oo . at a government raid on offices of the SACC, which it described as 


i i istian Council of Sierra Leone sent "prayers, concern 
and Fe, Ce Oa res Gath a contribution for the affected families after the 


"ruthless ami uncalled for attack by the South Africa government". - (more) 
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EECMY President Francis Stephanos said the staff and synods of the EECMY would 
continue intercessory prayers "on behalf of the oppressed blacks of South 
Africa" until the apartheid system “is done away with and both the blacks and 
whites of South Africa can live together peacefully as equal citizens with 
equal rights and privileges". 


On behalf of Anglican bishops in the British Isles, Archbishop of Canterbury 
Robert Runcie sent a message to the Anglican archbishop of Cape Town, Philip 
Russell. "We are prowl to be brothers together with you in one body. We are 
humbled by the cost of your obedience and the sufferings you bear in the cause 
of justice ami of freedom", Runcie said. 


The Presbyterian Church of Wales sent a message to UK Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher (13 June) urging her government "to take swift and effective action 
on behalf of detainees, protest in strongest possible terms against South 
African government imposition of State of Emergency and its consequences, 
[and] heed recommendations of [the Commonwealth] Eminent Persons Report ami 
ensure urgent implementation". The Congregational Union of Scotland also 
addressed a telegram to UK Foreign Secretary Geoffrey Howe (13 June). 


A message on the situation from Manzur Azam, member of the General Board of 
the Evangelical Methodist Church in Argentina, recalled that "on 16 June, 
1976, we were remembering the bombing of the people in Plaza de Mayo (1955) by 
the military. At that time, we started learning about Soweto, am we started 
feeling the way you feel amd considering you our people. 


"Our bombed people were ‘whites’ amd the killed in Soweto were ‘black', but 
the colour didn't make a difference. Both people were attacked. So, what the 
enemy is against is human beings, amd as human beings we meet you all, am in 
you we find brothers, sisters, parents and children. In you we find also our 
Lord Jesus. 

"... We had the most bloody dictatorship our people can remember", he 
continued. “Our 'disappeared' and your dead grew together. So, perhaps not 
knowing much of each other, we share much: the sun amd the night you send us 
every day, the lovely south of this lovely earth, our desire to live in the 
future at least through our children, and the hope that through the grace of 
our Lord, we shall inherit the earth." 


In London (25 June), South African theologian Allan Boesak, president of the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches, called the situation in South Africa 
“far, far worse" than people realize. He said he could not give details, both 
because of the emergency regulations there, and because of comiitions of his 
bail while he awaits trial on charges of subversion. 


However, he did say that the “authorities have overplayed their hand. They 
have entered the Phase Where they are exhausting their final options am 
acting out of sheer panic." He accused them of "lying through their teeth". 


He said South African blacks do not trust the UK, seeing it as one of the main 
supporters (with the US and West Germany) of the South African government . 


"We have a feeling that Britain will do what they did in 1910 abanion the 
black community" in South Africa, he commented. 


Later, he said neither he nor Desmomi Tutu Anglican i 
' archbishop-elect of Cape 
Town, would meet European Community representatives sent to look into the 


South African situation. "We do not ; : 
removed," he said. - EPS want the government improved, we want it 


ee 


AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS REPS Ecumenical Press 
IN VISIT TO ECUMENICAL CENTRE Service 86.07.03 


GENEVA (Friedrich Kénig) - The meeting between African National Congress (ANC) 
representatives and World Council of Churches (WCC), Lutheran World Federation 
(IWF) and World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC) staff members here (19 
June) was characterized by concern for the fate of people in southern Africa, 
and the search for ways to avoid a bloodbath in South Africa. 


ANC President Oliver Tambo was in Geneva to address the International Labour 
Organization conference (18 June), but the ANC delegation also took the 
opportunity to make contact with the three church organizations. 


WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro called the ANC's fight for the liberation 
of South Africa from apartheid, a "struggle for human rights". Strong 
international response to the call to mark the 10th anniversary of the Soweto 
uprising (16 June) shows that the cause of South African liberation movements 
has become the cause of all humankind, Castro remarked. Turning to the ANC 
delegation, he said, "The prayers and hope of many millions of Christians all 
over the world are with you". 


IWF General Secretary Gunnar Staalsett told the ANC delegation that "to be a 
Christian means to oppose apartheid". He called upon Christians to detach 
themselves from unjust political and economic structures that oppress South 
Africa. 


He reminded his listeners that the LWF had repeatedly called for mandatory 
economic sanctions against South Africa as a peaceful way of eming 
apartheid. Staalsett strongly advocated that the church join the ANC in a 
practical search for a solution. 


Tambo said he hoped there would be increased cooperation with the church. He 
said he appreciated its importance in shaping public opinion internationally 
and in southern Africa. He noted that there had been times when church 
organizations were quite hesitant about such things as_ sanctions or 
disinvestment, and even the church in southern Africa had been involved in the 
apartheid regime, he said. Tambo said that changed when the WCC decided to 
give liberation movements in southern Africa humanitarian aid. 


Tambo, an Anglican, said the church had made an important contribution towards 
moving world opinion in an anti-apartheid direction. "We have found a new 
ally in our country's religious community - at least most of them", he said. 


In his assessment of the situation, he called the state of emergency in his 
country "the last weapon of despair one resorts to when defeat threatens". He 
said he expected a lot from positive developments in the recent South Africa 
report by Commonwealth representatives. Tambo said the church could play a 
more important role in supporting this process of better umerstanding, 


particularly in the West. 


He also warned that "before the beast of prey apartheid collapses, it will 
kick more desperately". He said he hoped that in this situation the efforts 
of the liberation movements for a democratic order could be supported by the 
entire South African people and the international community. "The general 
political climate is in our favour", he said. 


There was also a meeting (20 June) of ANC representat ives and WARC, 
WCC, ani IWF staff members. Intercessions at that meeting, led by a pastor 
among the ANC delegation, reportedly included prayers for the South African 


government. — EPS 


ULSTER CHRISTIANS DECLARE Ecumenical Press 
THEIR FAITH AND COMMITMENT Service 86.07.04 


LONDON (Robert Nowell) - Fifty-four leading Christians from Northern Ireland 
have signed a joint declaration affirming that total loyalty belongs only to 
Christ, and that their part of the UK belongs "to God, not to unionists [who 
favor retaining the UK link] or nationalists [who want the province to be part 
of the Republic of Irelamd]". 


Among those signing the declaration, which is modelled on the 1934 Barmen 
Declaration, are Roman Catholic Bishop Cahal Daly, Anglican Bishops William 
McCappin and Arthur Butler, former Presbyterian Moderator Tom Patterson, 
former Methodist President Eric Gallagher, amd David Bleakley, general 
secretary of the Irish Council of Churches. 


"Murder, arson, bombing, threats and violence of deed and word are every day 
increasing tension amd spreading fear throughout the whole population of 
Northern Irelani", the declaration begins. "Sectarian activists and false 
gois of party are demanding from our respective communities a total loyalty 
that belongs only to Christ." 


The signatories express their belief that "all our land belongs to God, not to 
unionists or nationalists" and aid that “all of us have to live in it amd 
share it together". They stress the evilness and sinfulness of murder, "by 
whomsoever amd for whatsoever reason it is committed”. 


They affirm that “all of us without exception share in the blame for our 
present troubles", but say differences are no excuse for refusing to seek 
reconciliation with God ami with each other. They call for "justice for 
everybody in our society" and "freedom for all to express and practice their 
faith in accordance with their traditions but never at the expense of their 
neighbour's right". 


They recognize that unionists have a right to be British and nationalists to 
be Irish, but reject "the lie that justice can be achieved by the use of 
[physical] violence" along with verbal violence amd “any kind of religious or 
political triumphalism and any arrogant assertion of one's tradition in the 


arranging of marches, the staging of illegal demonstrations or the provocative 
holding of ceremonies". 


They declare that "government must respect the rights of both communities amd 
the police must impartially serve both traditions". Such injustices as are 
now experienced by one or other community "do not warrant any attempt by 
either to make government unworkable", they say. 


They recognize that alienation amd injustice have been experienced by both 
communities, — adding that "all have a right to protest by peaceful means, 
without infringing the rights of others". 


Finally, they pledge themselves "to obey God's will and word rather than give 


unqualified support to any political leader or manifesto, whether nationalist 
or unionist". 


The issuing of the declaration comes as the "marching season" gets umier way 
in Northern Ireland, with the traditional commemorations of the Battle of the 
Boyne on 12 July and the Siege of Derry on 12 August - both occasions for the 
reassert ion of unionist claims and values, and both this year likely to be the 
focus of unionist resentment against the recent agreement for consultations on 


Northern Ireland between the ‘ 
Ireland. - EPS governments of the UK and the Republic of 


World Environment Day marked EPS 86.07.05 
GENEVA - An interfaith celebration to mark World Fnviornment Day (5 June) took 
place at the Ecumenical Centre here, home of the World Council of Churches and 
other church organizations. Among participants were WCC General Secretary 
Emilio Castro (who urged that "technology and all human efforts be consecrated 
to the common good, amd not to the exclusive benefit of some"), amd world 
Jewish and Islamic representatives (Gerhart Riegner and Abdul Tabibi). — EPS 


Iraq, Iran visits EPS 86.07.06 
GENEVA - A four-person team visited Iraq (11-18 June) on behalf of the World 
Council of Churches. Two weeks earlier, Ghassan Rubeiz, WCC area secretary 
for the Middle East and a member of the Iraq team, spent a week in Iran 
preparing for a possible team visit there next year. In commenting on the 
Iraq visit, Rubeiz said there was "extensive contact with all major churches", 
which were "eager to deepen their relation with the ecumenical family". The 
team also visited the Iraqi government minister for religious affairs, and 
“expressed appreciation for the cooperation of his ministry with the churches 
and the WCC". Rubeiz noted WCC efforts to encourage an end to the Iran-Iraq 
war, am said that was also a topic of discussion with Iragi officials. The 
populations of both Iran and Iraq are mostly Muslim. - EPS 


Assembly of the Ecumenical Forum of Christian Women of Europe EPS 86.07.07 
JaRVENP&a - About 150 women from 26 countries met (here, 28 June) for the 


Second Assembly of the Ecumenical Forum of Christian Women of Europe. Their 
theme was "Building Hope - A New Vision of Life". Workshop topics included 
peace and justice, women ami work, am sharing. Succeeding Nicole Fischer 
(Switzerland, Reformed) as president of the forum is Jean Mayland (England, 
Anglican). In opening the forum, Brigalia Bam, a South African living in 
Switzerland and active in international traje-union work, said women's 
movements should not liimit themselves to calling for equality with men, but 
should work to change political, economic, amd social structures, so that 
women and men become “equal partners in the formation of a new world order”. 
She spoke of the importance of a feminist theology of "resistance and 
transformation". — EPS 


Denominations choose new leaders EPS 86.07.08 
GENEVA - Among denominations with new leaders are the Anglican Church of 
Canada, where Michael Geoffrey Peers, a diocesan bishop from Saskatchewan, 
succeeded the retired Ted Scott as archbishop and primate; the Presbyterian 
Church (USA), where Ben Weir, a PCUSA missionary who was held captive in 
Lebanon from May 1984 to September 1985, succeeded William Wilson for a 
one-year term as PCUSA moderator; and the Christian [Old] Catholic Church of 
Switzerlami, where Hans Gerny, a parish priest in Basel, is soon to succeed 
the retiring Léon Gauthier as bishop. - EPS 


Presbyterians vote ministry/sacraments sharing with Lutherans EPS 86.07.09 
MINNEAPOLIS -— With no discussion or Opposition, the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) voted last month to share ministry and sacraments 
with three US Lutheran denominations planning to unite as the Evangelical 
lutheran Church in America by the end of next year. The three Iutheran bodies 
and other US Reformed denominations are to take up the quest ion later. Most 
European Lutheran and Reformed denominations already authorize such sharing. 
Since 1982, the three US ILutheran denominations and the [US Anglican] 
Episcopal Church have had a relationship of "interim sharing of the 
eucharist", which is less sweeping than that approved by the POUSA. — EPS 


: : EPS 86.07.10 
Brazil church reps meet on racism = : 
CHACARA FIORA (Brazil) —- In what is thought to be the first Brazilian meeting 
of its kind, official representatives of several denominations met recently 


for a two-day National Ecumenical Conference to Combat Racism. —- EPS 


ECUVIEW/Kleopas Dumeni: "Namibian Independence" EPS 86.07.11 


This is excerpted from an address to the Second Brussels International 
Conference on Namibia, 5-7 May. Dumeni is bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Namibia (ELOC). 


... I would like to make it crystal clear here that in demanding our freedom 
and independence, and fighting for the cause of peace, justice, and human 
rights, we are not asking for something alien to us. No. The Namibian people 
are simply demanding back their inalienable rights, freedom, and peace, which 
have been violently robbed from us by the South African government . 


Now, even the Reagan government is a part of the theft of our freedan, by 
placing as a stumbling block on the way of our independence the irrelevant 
Cubar-linkage issue [a reference to Cuban troops in Angola]. But we Namibians 
will not be tricked. We demami our God-given right to self-determination, our 
human rights in their fullness. 


Our standpoint, as church leaders, is that this struggle is a struggle for the 
sake of peace ami the social well-being of the person as a whole. We are 
duty-bound to defend truth, justice, human rights and equality for all people 
in Namibia, irrespective of their colour of skin, their cultural amd social 
backgrounds or their creed. 


This, we feel, is an integral part of the proclamation of the gospel, namely 
that all men are created equal by God and he wants them to be one in him as 
well as to be at peace with him am with ome another. Each amd every 
individual is somebody, simply because he or she is a child of God. The 
church cannot remain silent while people are suffering unjustly. 


Being faithful to her divine mission, the church is ever calling out for 
peace, actually demanding the immediate signing of a ceasefire between the 
South African Defence Forces and the Swapo guerrillas. But the church is 
calling for peace with justice, peace with self-determination. There are 
people in Namibia who claim to be for peace, yet at the very same time they 
categorically refuse to do the kind of things which are making for peace. ... 


Honourable audience, it is no longer necessary for one to testify about the 
suffering ami the evil acts of violence being perpetuated in Namibia by the 
very people who claim to be apostles of peace and justice. I have seen too 
many Of my people imprisoned am killed. I can say it all to you in one 
sentence, namely that killings and suffering of all kinds are our daily bread. 


Since 1966 nothing has changed in Namibia to this very day - at least not for 
the best. Evil actions of violence are ever on the increase month by month 
and year by year. Of course I am in a position to brief you in full about 
the many acts of violence committed recently, say in March to April 1986, 


against the people of Namibia - fully backed with dates, names of individuals 
and places. 


Do I have to tell you again about our suffering to make you act? Yet, I have 
a feeling that 1s no longer necessary for the information already given on 
several occasions is quite enough. Enough is enough. 


The quest ion now is no longer, how is the situation in Namibia today. But 
the question should be: what can this meeting do to facilitate the immediate 
implementation of UN Resolution 435 [on Namibian imdependence] without any 
more further delays? ... The day of Namibian independence is surely coming. I 
nave with you, act now, be with us so the day of freedom will be tamorrow. - 


ECUTEXT: "The Lone Mountain Statement on Inclusive Language" EPS 86.07.12 


[This statement Was approved in April by the Council of Associated Parishes 
for Liturgy and Mission, a North American Anglican organization. The group 
made five suggestions: ] 


Js: _ The need to employ feminine as well as masculine symbols amd images for 
God in our liturgy, rather than "depersonalizing" God, in the attempt to avoid 
imagery increasingly perceived as exclusively masculine. 


Indeed, our present liturgy not only fails to draw on the rich variety of 
images from nature, which are found in the scriptures. 


Di Wherever language is used which is applicable to human beings without 
regard to gender, the terminology needs to be so adjusted that it imisputably 
refers to human beings, rather than to males or females. 


3. We believe that first consideration must be given to scriptural passages 
appointed in the 3-year lectionary. It is essential to examine the Greek and 
Hebrew received texts in order to eliminate masculine’ terminology 
unwarrantedly introduced into English translations. 


Such changes ought, we think, to give rise to the rewriting in the same spirit 
of collects, eucharistic prayers, and other liturgical formularies. 


Furthermore, although this falls outside the mandate given to the Standing 
Liturgical Commission, we also urge some reconsideration of the selection of 
pericopes, in order to increase the number of passages which employ feminine 
imagery for God, and passages which recall our female forebears in the faith. 


4. Since the covenant relationship into which Christians are baptized is a 
relationship with the One God in God's incarnate Word am through God's 
eternal Spirit, the Church's traditional confession amd praise of God as 
Trinity in Unity must be maintained and respected, as must its traditional 
expression in the formula "Father, Son am Holy Spirit", especially in the 
baptismal rite. 


In the search for alternative formulas to the masculine imagery, other 
formulas are acceptable as long as they do not confuse the Divine Persons with 
operations that belong to the One God (and which may therefore be attributed 
to all three Persons) as does the formula "Creator, Redeemer, Sanctifier". 


ae Attention will have to be given to the ICET texts. For our part, we 
would call particular attention to four phrases in the translation of the 
Nicene Creed. The phrase “and was made man" might be rendered as “became 
human" or "became a human being". In the phrase "for us amd for our 
salvation", the word "us" is inclusive of the whole human race amd not just of 
the church. In the present translation, this is not clear. We would 
suggest "for us human beings amd for our salvation". These proposals more 


accurately reflect the original text. 


In the following line, the ICET translation implies that women are passive 
participants in the act of creation. The Greek is more accurately translated 
as "he was incarnate by the Holy Spirit am the Virgin Mary", which emphasizes 


Mary's active participation in the Incarnation. 


Finally, we recommend restorat ion of language making use of the relative 
pronoun "who", in place of the masculine pronouns introduced by the ICET 
translation, in the section on the Holy Spirit. - EPS 


EQUTEXT: "Guiding Principles in Responding to Media Violence" EPS 86.07.13 


This is excerpted from "Grapevine," newsletter of of the Joint Strategy and 
Action Committee, an ecumenical staff group in the US. 


a he Our media environment is more complex than ever before. As 
entertainment forms increasingly incluje excessive portrayals of violence, 
parents ami other concerned citizens feel helpless before a media system that 
is seemingly out of control. 


Ze Christians are called to a ministry of concern ami constructive response 
so that moral values which have emanated from families of faith can be 
preserved, perpetuated ami shared with others in our society. Christians 
also are called upon to bring prophetic juigement to bear on threats to public 
welfare through what is seen as a moral pollution of our media environment. 


< Only a genuinely open marketplace of ideas can guarantee the search for 
truth. For this reason we are determined to defend the First Amendment 
guarantees of freedom of religion, of speech and of the press. 


4. Prior control of the content of media does exist in our society - 
exercised by government, by business, by education, by the power of money amd 
monopoly. With respect to any programme, someone must decide what shall be 
inclujed, or what is left out. The issue is not whether there should be 
prior control, but who should exercise it, amd how it should be exercised. 


5. As Christians, we affirm our adherence to the principles of freedom of 
expression as a right of every person, both imiividually ami corporately. We 
Oppose any law which attempts to abridge the freedom of expression guaranteed 
by the First Amendment. At the same time, as Christians we affirm that the 
exercise of this freedom must take place within a framework of social 
responsibility. 


6. Children are especially threatened by the pervasiveness of violence and 
sexual violence in media. Both ethically amd constitutionally it is the 
responsibility of the entire society to protect the interests of children am 
to provide for their education and welfare. ... 


8. Federal regulation should require broadcast licensees ami able Operators 


to make available regularly scheduled constructive programming to enlighten 
and entertain children. 


9. Television and cable deliver unsolicited images into homes ani, thus, are 
different from media which are sought by users on their own initiative. The 


television and cable industries ... have a special responsibility to serve the 
public interest. 


10. We support criminal obscenity laws which do not embody prior restraint 
but which punish after the fact certain kimis of speech which the Supreme 
Court has determined are not protected by the First Amendment. ... 
12. ... Laws and governmental regulation are essential in dealing with reform 
in the communication industry, because they can place all competitors on an 
equal basis amd thus not disturb the working of the economic marketplace. 


13. All mass media are educational. | Whether they deal with information, 
opinion, entertainment, escape, explicit behaviour models or subtle 
suggestion, the mass media always, directly or indirectly, shape values. - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Presbyterian Report on Councils of Churches" EPS 86.07.14 


A report on the World and [US] National Councils of Churches (WCC and NCCC) 
was prepared for the 1986 General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (USA). 
The following are among its findings and conclusions in an abstract prepared 
by the group which prepared the 65-page report . 


i Ecumenical Involvement: The ecumenical character of the church is 
clear. Presbyterians have been and are actively involved in ecumenical 
activities. General assemblies have repeatedly affirmed a commitment to 
ecumenism. The committee believes in the validity of the two councils ani 
concludes that the denomination should continue its relat ionships with then, 
with renewed emphasis on oversight and participation in council activities andi 
programs. 


Ze Organization and Structure: The NCCC's organization is cumbersome, but 
a recent internal study has recommended, amd the council is implement ing 
beneficial changes. The WCC is well organized. leadership may appear to be 
isolated because of the nature of the work, but in fact consists of wam, 
caring persons who feel called to their relationships with the councils. 


3. Financial Matters: Both councils properly control all funds entrusted 
to them. Financial support given by the NCCC is based on helping those in 
need. Controversial grants made by the WCC have been made only with funds 
specifically designated for such purposes by the donors. 


4. Mission of the Church: The councils, as well as the Presbyterian 
Church, have moved strongly in seeking social amd economic justice for people 
in oppressed lands, and these are legitimate concerns. However, these bodies 
need to reaffirm their primary commitment to bringing men and women to faith 
in Jesus Christ. 


Ss. Commmist Sympathy: Neither the staff nor the governing bodies of 
either council openly advocate support of communist ideologies, but both 
properly lend support to Christian leaders in communist countries. No proof 
could be found that any grant of umdesignated funds was made to support 
pro-Marxist causes or for any purposes other than humanitarian assistance. 


6. Support of Violence and Terrorism: The WCC made a controversial grant 
[in 1978] from its special Fund to Combat Racism to the Patriotic Front of 
Zimbabwe, and other grants from this fund to organizations in Africa am 
elsewhere have aroused debate. While the committee believes that all grants 
were used, as intended, for humanitarian purposes, it also urges both councils 
to be sensitive to the consequences of these grants and to the reactions to 


them within member communions. 


... [Points 7 and 8 refer to the NCCC's "inclusive-language lectionary" and 
the NCCC membership application from the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan 
Community Churches, a predominantly homosexual denominat ion. "The committee 
believes that the NCCC should have rejected the application", rather than 


postpone it indefinitely. ] 


a3 Commmication: Both councils publish numerous, attractive publicat ions 
which, unfortunately, are little-known by church members. Logistics prohibit 
one-to-one contact individuals. Communions themselves must do a better job 
of communicating information to their member churches. 


Charges: Available information indicates that charges [against 
the as, het made in "Reader's Digest" and in a CBS-TV program were one-sided 


and did not fairly treat the subject or the people involved. - EPS 


EOQUTEXT: "WOC-WARC-LWF Message to Members in Commonwealth" EPS 86.07.15 


This message (27 June) was sent from Geneva by the general secretaries of the 
World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, amd World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches (Emilio Castro, Gunnar Staalsett, and Himond Perret, 
respectively) to members of their organizations in the Commonwealth, which 
groups the UK and most of its former colonies. 


We write to you today with an urgent request. In the face of the escalation 
in violent confrontation in South Africa, we are urging that you convey to 
your government representatives the need for immediate am comprehensive 
economic sanctions as perhaps the only remaining means to bring about peaceful 
change. 


As you know, the Commonwealth countries sent a Group of Eminent Persons (EPG) 
to South Africa to present "a possible negotiating concept". [The seven 
member ERG inclujied Nita Barrow, one of the seven presidents of the WCC, am 
Ted Scott, retired Anglican archbishop of Canaja.] Their mission of peace was 
sadly amd suidently aborted when the South African regime attacked the 
countries of Zambia, Botswana, amd Zimbabwe. Yet, even though the Eminent 
Persons Group was prevented from completing its work, in its report, the 
members summed up their experiences as follows: 


What can be done? There may be no course available that can guarantee a 
significantly more peaceful solution. But the question of further 
measures immediately springs to mind. ... While we are not determining the 
nature or extent of any measures which might be adopted, or their 
effectiveness, we point to the fact that the government of South Africa 
has itself used economic measures against its neighbours, and that such 
measures are patently instruments of its own national policy. ... 


If it [South Africa] comes to the conclusion that it would always remain 
protected from such measures, the process of change in South Africa is 
unlikely to increase in momentum, and the descent into violence would be 
accelerated. ... The question in front of heads of governments is in our 
view clear. It is not whether such measures will campel change; it is 
already the case that their absence and Pretoria's belief that they need 
not be feared, defers change. 


Is the Commonwealth to stand by ami allow the cycle of violence to 
spiral? Or will it take concerted action of an effective kimi? Such 


action may offer the last opportunity to avert what could be the worst 
bloodbath since the Second World War. 


The Special Sub-Committee of the Commonwealth meets in August to decide upon 
strategies for confronting the issue. We call upon you to meet with your 
government leaders prior to that August meeting to express grave concern about 


the mass detentions of entire congregations, labour leaders, church workers, 
health officials, and journalists. 


In line with the Harare Declaration [by church leaders last December; [EPS 
85.12.44,75], we also urge you to encourage your government leaders to support 
an inlative taken by all but one of the Commonwealth countries calling for 
immediate and comprehensive sanctions on South Africa". 


As we in the international community continue to watch and pray for the people 
in South Africa, we are confident that your contribution as church leaders in 
the Commonwealth will be one more sign of Christian solidarity r our 


brothers and sisters st ling, i and i 
day in South Affice a ate ng, hoping, praying, for the dawn of a new 


_- 
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SHOPTALK (53/21) 


New from the Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WC1X OEL): 

An editorial on Lutheran Bishop Kleopas Dumeni and the situation in 
Namibia taken from a publication of the Lutheran Church in America, ded 

An opinion article by Heinz Steegman, a Roman Catholic priest in Namibia, 
about South African efforts to discredit clergy who oppose its policies in 
Namibia. The article appeared in the 13 June issue of the Windhoek weekly, 
"The Namibian". 

An article by NCC director John Evenson, “Namibia, South Africa's 
Conveniently Forgotten Colony." 

A report on a 15-year-old Namibian who suffered severe facial burns after 
members of the South African Defence Force forced his face against the exhaust 
pipe of an idling army truck. 

A report on a Namibian judge's action to stop a youth leader from a 
government-supported political party from ‘assaulting, molesting, threatening 
to physically harm or interfering with the human rights' of one of the 
territory's "leading educators", Joshua Hoebeb, a church leader and spokesman 
on education for Swapo, the principal group fighting against South African 
control of the country. 


International Commission of Health Professionals for Health and Human 
Rights: Documents from the commission's recent seminar (Geneva, 16-17 June) 
on ethical problems for health professionals in situations where human rights 
are violated are available from ICHP, 15, route des Morillons, CH-1218 Grand- 
Saconnex, Switzerland. Among material prepared for the meeting is a report on 
“Human Rights and Health Professionals in South Africa", by Cecile de Sweemer, 
a member of the WCC staff, and Pat Naidoo, former president of the Medical 
Students' Representative Council at the University of Natal. 

New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): Ministerial 
Formation in a Multi-Faith Milieu - Implications of Interfaith Dialogue for 
Theological Education, edited by S$. Wesley Ariarajah and Sam Amirtham. It 
brings together discussions and major presentations at a meeting on the 
subject in Kuala Lumpur, 19-25 June 1985. It costs 4.95 US dollars, 10.00 
Swiss francs, or 3.50 UK pounds. . 
Audio Visual Resources - South Africa and Namibia lists information about 
material from UK, US, Canada, Ireland, New Zealand, France, Belgium, 
Switzerland, FRG, Austria, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Netherlands, and South 
Africa. It is available from WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


WCC/CICARWS material is available (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) on relief and 
rehabilitation efforts in Mozambique (situation report 5, 1 July 1986). It 
includes a "comprehensive view of the situation" in a report by F.F. Mkwiche, 
emergency and relief officer of the All Africa Conference of Churches, on 


“natural and man-made disasters" there. He was in the country from 26 May to 
7 June. 


EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then ask for 
full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Tell us if you want to be on 
the telex list, Next EPS deadlines: 8h00 GMT on 30 July; 5,12,14,29 August. 


(EPS appears about 40 times a year. EPS printing: This issue, 9 July; next 
issue, 31 July. 


—_— 


YOUTH EXPRESS 'UNDERSTANDING' OF ARMED Ecumenical Press 


STRUGGLE, CONCERN ABOUT SA PARTICIPANTS Service 86.07.16 
HARARE - Participants in a global ecumenical youth meeting on "solidarity in 


action with the people in South Africa and Namibia" (here, 1-5 July), 
expressed “our total understanding of armed struggle against the illegitimate 
apartheid regime by the liberation movement". 


After five days of sessions, most of which were closed to outsiders, the group 
of about 70 - about half from South Africa and Namibia (the neighbouring 
country ruled by South Africa) - issued a concluding release including a 
14-point "message to the youth of the world". It was on behalf of all 
participants, "except those from Namibia and South Africa, whose freedom to 
express themselves is restricted by South African emergency restrictions". 


One member of the South African delegation, Edwin Arrison, 21, who chairs 
Inter Church Youth and works for the Ecumenical Action Movement (both in Cape 
Town), was detained (30 June) at the Johannesburg airport. He had cleared 
customs and was in the bus to the plane with other delegation members at the 
time. The meeting said it would "campaign" for his early release. 


A Namibian delegate, Lutheran Vice Bishop Zephania Kameeta, was denied travel 
documents, and so also could not attend. The release condemned that denial. 


It also said participants were "anxious and deeply concerned that South 
African [and/or Namibian] delegates attending this consultation face the 
prospect of immediate arrest", upon their return (scheduled 7 and 9 July). It 
pledged "a dynamic protest action in our respective countries" if returning 
delegates were detained. 


Members of the staff of the South African Council of Churches were scheduled 
to be at the airport to meet the returning delegates, and the meeting sent a 
message hoping staff members from some European and North American embassies 
in South Africa would be present as well. (On 8 July, word was received that 
two of the returning delegates were detained. No names were available.) 


Besides the SACC, the Geneva-based World Council of Churches helped arrange 
the youth meeting, as one follow-up to a meeting of church leaders on South 
Africa here last December [EPS 85.12.44,45,46]. 


Councils of churches were involved in choosing many participants. Besides 
South Africa and Namibia, they came from Egypt, Ghana, Lesotho, Swaziland, 
Zaire, Zambia, Mozambique, Canada, US, India, Malaysia, Philippines, India, 
UK, Denmark, FRG (West Germany), France, Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Brazil, Jamaica, and Antigua. Others came on behalf of the 
Lutheran World Federation, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, World YWCA, 
and World Student Christian Federation. 


Representatives of three groups fighting the government in South Africa and 
Namibia - Pan Africanist Congress, African National Congress, and Swapo - 
attended as observers. They brought greetings, of approximately 10 minutes 
each, on the final day. 


The meeting's opening eucharist was formal, in the Anglican cathedral here. 
The closing eucharist was informal, in the meeting hall. Worship each day was 
led by participants from a different part of the world. At many points during 
the meetings there were anti-apartheid chants and songs, and an occasional 
dance. Also sung at various points were gospel hymns and spirituals, and 
songs from the US civil-rights movement. Forms popeslon pair included "friends", 
"colleagues", "brothers and sisters", and "comrades". - (over) 


youth/2 


Besides the concluding press release, the meeting produced a summary of its 
“conference position" (with release delayed until 7 July). It observes that 
participants “reaffirm the legitimacy of the armed struggle presently being 
waged by the liberation movements in South Africa and Namibia. The conference 
delegates urge continued church support of the liberation movements fighting 
in South Africa and Namibia" in ways the church sees fit. The summary also 
includes a variety of proposals for church, WCC, ecumenical, and/or youth 
action and follow-up on southern African issues. 


The group's concluding release also makes the following points: 


- "In obedience to God's command, we have been renewed in our commitment to 
work for the total destruction of apartheid", the South African system of race 
separation with white supremacy. 


- "We share a measure of responsibility" for what is going on in South Africa 
and Namibia. "We are very angered by the militant dictatorship now wielding 
fierce power over defenceless people, and we resolve to campaign at all 
levels" against it. 


- It calls for “immediate implementation" of UN Resolution 435 on Namibian 
independence. 


- It calls for “comprehensive mandatory sanctions ... against the apartheid 
regime forthwith", and expresses "anger" with the governments of the US, UK, 
FRG (West Germany) Japan, "and others for helping build the apartheid state. 
If comprehensive, mandatory sanctions are not applied, they must take 
responsibility for the inevitable escalation of bloodshed." 


- It endorses the position of the Non-Aligned Movement on “the isolation of 
the South African racist regime". 


- It expresses “support for all efforts that will bring liberation of the 
people of Namibia and South Africa". 


- It urges special pressure on banks in the US, UK, FRG, and Switzerland which 
assist South Africa. 


- It expresses concern about South African and Namibian exiles, and supports 
the SACC ministry to refugees. 


- It urges "imperialist countries, especially the USA", to stop efforts to 
destablise "the people's struggles for liberation in South Africa and Namibia, 
and [for] social transformation in southern Africa". 


- It pledges to “step up our media dissemination network" because South 


African regulations "prevent access to the daily sufferings, and victims of 
repression", 


It calls for the "release of all political prisoners, the unbanning of the 
people's liberation movements, and the return of exiles". 


In its conclusion, the release says: “We, therefore, uphold the faith of 
Christ omet ited, and share in the redemptive purposes of God in Jesus 
Christ. Now, when these things begin to take place, look up and raise your 


heads, because your liberation is drawing near.' (Luke 21:28 
. s . . . - W d h 
liberation of God in our acts of linerneten ene .= EPS Sr ypho Woe 


TWO YOUTHS DETAINED ON RETURN Ecumenical Press 
FROM MEETING ON SOUTH AFRICA Service 86.07.17 


GENEVA - Two participants in a world meeting of Christian youth on South 


Africa and Namibia were detained (7 July) at Johannesburg airport when they 
returned home from Harare. 


The two, Michael Coetzee, 27, and Donovan Nadison [spelling correct], 21, are 
both from Port Elizabeth. Coetzee, a member of the United Congregational 
Church, is a youth and labor organizer. Nadison, an Anglican, is a student at 
a training college, and chairs the youth division of the South African Council 
of Churches. 


Another South African, Edwin Arrison, was detained on his way to the meeting. 
Participants had expressed concern that others would be detained when they 
returned [EPS 86.07.16]. 


A conference participant reported that on the eve of their return home, the 
South African delegation concluded that one of their number had been filing 
reports on the meeting with the South African authorities. 


After news of the detentions reached participants still in Harare, they issued 
a statement of deep concern and anger about the detentions. "We have been 
deeply inspired by the faith and hope of the Namibian and South African 
delegations, and have renewed our commitment of solidarity in our struggle for 
peace and justice. ... We urge our governments," they continued, "to intervene 
with the South African government in order to obtain the immediate release of 
these three delegates. As young people, we insist on our right to meet in 
order to deepen our vision of freedom and justice in the world, and to make 
this vision a reality." 


In their five days together, participants, often in closed sessions, shared 
experiences of and perspectives on the two southern African countries where 
apartheid - race separation with white supremacy - holds sway. 


The first of the meeting's five days included presentations on behalf of the 
35 or so Namibian and South African participants. Among areas touched on 
during the presentations and in a subsequent question period were the class 
aspects of what is often seen as a race conflict in South Africa, the major 
role of youth in furthering "people's power", and the strong links between the 
situation in South Africa and Namibia, and that in the neighbouring Frontline 
States. 


It was observed that South Africa was in crisis, and that the state and 
government were losing control because "people are slowly starting to govern 
themselves", with "people's organizations" taking the place of official 
structures, for example, in the fields of education and labour. South African 
government response to the situation, such as its declarations of staEee of 
emergencies, were described as tactics of a defeated regime which would “never 


win the hearts and minds of the people". 


The positions on South Africa and Namibia of the US, UK, and other western 
governments were criticized as being in effect support for the South African 
government. Their reluctance to support "complete, comprehensive, mandatory 
Sanctions" because of concerns that South African blacks would suffer most, 
were rejected as insincere and/or uninformed. According to statistics cited 
from the Institute of Black Research in South Africa, the SS a of ae 

cans is tied to overseas investment. If a ost their 
ee cere naweenak ste white unemployment rate would rise 60 percent, that for 


blacks four percent.- (over) 


detention/2 


"What do Reagan or Thatcher know about suffering?", one participant asked. 
Another said “blacks are already suffering", so a minor increase in their 
problems because of disinvestment would be a small price to pay for moving a 
step closer to ending their slavery. 


Another person described Zulu chief Gatcha Buthelezi, sometimes presented as a 
less radical black alternative to the current South African government, as an 
"enemy of the people". It was also said that conflicts among South African 
blacks were "created by the regime itself". 


During the opening eucharist, at the Anglican cathedral here, Peter Hatendi, 
Anglican bishop for the local diocese, preached about love for one's 
enemies. "We have to see ourselves", he said, "as carrying out justice even 
to the oppressor", and loving the sinner while also hating the sin. 


During worship on another day, the biblical reading was about the slaying of 
the first-born sons of the Egyptians as God was preparing to deliver the 
people of Israel from slavery in Egypt (the Exodus). The leader of 
intercessions that day said, "They say, ‘Do not kill,‘ and they kill our 
children. Do not forgive them, for they know what they are doing. Lead us 
not into the temptation of forgiving those who have no compassion." 


Participants led intercessions during the eucharist in several languages. 
One invoked another Exodus image - that of throwing ‘horse and rider into the 
sea' - in praying for a “quick end to unjust rule in South Africa". That 
reference is from the account of the drowning of the troops who were chasing 
God's people after they left Egypt. 


In a greeting read on his behalf, World Council of Churches General Secretary 
Emilio Castro called the meeting a “yes to building of a new society", and 
affirmation that "it is possible in God's good time to bring about a new 
community in freedom and peace", There were also greetings on behalf of the 
South African Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World Alliance 


of Reformed Churches, Zimbabwe Christian Council, and the government of 
Zimbabwe. 


The meeting's organizing committee said its primary objective was to “emerge 
with a concrete, realistic programme of action ... in solidarity action with 
the people of Namibia and South Africa in desire for fundamental change". 


The meeting did some of its work in five commissions - on information sharing; 
lobbying for sanctions and other economic actions against South Africa; 
solidarity with exiles, detainees, and prisoners; the role of the WCC, 
especially its Sub-Unit on Youth and Program to Combat Racism, in follow-up on 
South African and Namibian issues; and education and training. 


One recommendation which came from commission discussions was for emergency 
medical training for anti-apartheid activists, because, it was said, it is 
dangerous for them to go to hospitals for medical treatment when they are 
injured. Another was for scholarships for South Africans and Namibians to 
study in other countries, a third that the WCC publish a youth-oriented 
newsletter on the South African and Namibian situations. 

The meeting also endorsed the declaration in Harare last December by church 
leaders from around the world on the situation in South Africa. It Says, 
among other things, that the “apartheid structure jis against God's will, and 


is morally indefensible," and that the resignation of the SA government would 
be "the least costly" way forward. - EPS 


ROUNDUP: RECENT DEVELOPMENTS Ecumenical Press 
IN SOUTH AFRICA AND NAMIBIA Service 86.07.18 


[This item includes some of the many reports on developments in and related to 
South Africa and Namibia which have come to EPS attention. Reports in this 
item on Namibia come from the Namibia Communication Centre, a London-based, 
ecumenical agency. ] 


English Anglican appeal for sanctions: The General Synod of the [Anglican] 
Church of England voted (7 July) 394-21, with 12 abstentions, to ask the UK 
government to deploy effective economic sanctions against South Africa, as 
part of an effort to move peacefully and quickly toward a "non-racial, 
democratic, participatory, and just" South Africa. It asked English Anglican 
financial bodies to give a "clear lead" to banking and financial institutions 
and transnational corporations to increase pressure on the SA economy. 


Tutu message: In a message to the English Anglican General Synod, Desmond 
Tutu, archbishop-elect of Anglicans in southern Africa, said South Africa was 
"moving daily further into repression", and that "every genuine effort to 
enter into negotiation with the government meets with rebuff and total 
intransigence. ... Constructive engagement has produced nothing. People are 
asking all round me: Are the British, the Americans, the Germans, more 
concerned with their own profits than with, say, an ll-year-old child five 
months in solitary confinement, with whole congregations detained?" 


Namibian ‘interim government’ marks first anniversary: The first 
anniversary of the South African-installed "transitional government of 
national unity" in Namibia was marked quietly in Namibia (17 June). Said a 
local commentator: "Those who support the government are too ashamed to 
celebrate, while for the mass of people the occasion was irrelevant." The 
Council of Churches in Namibia has consistently rejected the imposition of 
this interim government, which only South Africa has so far recognized. 


Attacks on Lutherans in Namibia: A 13-year-old Lutheran, Titus Paulus, 
reported that South African troops "roasted" his back over a fire and 
otherwise tortured him because he could not tell them the whereabouts of Swapo 
guerrillas. A Lutheran seminary student, Ignatius Hiaginge, was assaulted 
last month by South African troops, and a senior Namibian Lutheran pastor, 
Johannes Kalenga, was detained without explanation for two weeks in June. 


New phase in opposition to South African rule in Namibia: Under the umbrella 
of the "AI-Gams Action Committee", several open-air meetings have been held in 
different parts of Namibia with speakers supporting the anti-South African 
'AI-Gams Declaration' of 30 April. Church sources report that several 
meetings, which have attracted crowds estimated at between 900 and 2000, have 
been monitored by police. Among those who signed the declaration were 
Anglican, Lutheran, Roman Catholic, and Methodist representatives, as well as 
those of Swapo and nine other political parties and organisations. 


Methodist president on state of emergency: In a response to the state of 
emergency in South Africa, Conference President Ernest Baartman of the 
Methodist Church of Southern Africa said "the gospel demands obedience to God 
rather than man, and for us, this means the affirmation of human dignity, the 
fullness of the gospel, and the guarantee of basic human rights." 


SACC National Conference Resolutions: Texts of the 22 resolutions from last 
month's National Conference of the South African Council of Churches [EPS 
86.07.01] are available from EPS. Many of them deal with the current 
situation in South Africa.- EPS 


DELEGATION VISITS EL SALVADOR; Ecumenical Press 
TELEGRAM SENT ON DEATH THREATS Service 86.07.19 


GENEVA - In the wake of the visit by a seven-person, church delegation to El 
Salvador (21-26 June), at the request of church representatives there, two of 
its members urged protection for staff members of the Social Secretariat of 
the Roman Catholic archdiocese of San Salvador, and for doctors providing 
services to displaced persons in church-related projects. 


The request came in a telegram to El Salvador President José Napoleon Duarte 
(5 July) signed by Jaime Wright and Derek Winter, delegation members for the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. Both are ordained, Wright in the 
United Presbyterian Church of Brazil, Winter in the Baptist Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland. Other delegation members represented the [US] National 
Council of Churches, the [Canadian] Interchurch Committee on Human Rights in 
Latin America, and the West German church organization Bread for the World. 


Wright and Winter said death threats were made against the doctors and 
secretariat staff “only 40 hours after President Duarte had given firm 
assurances" to the visiting delegation that "the churches had the moral and 
legal right to render humanitarian services to the needy population" of the 
country. They reported similar assurances from the heads of the country's 
three security agencies. 


According to the two, Duarte told the delegation he would issue a public 
statement the next day about his assurance, and he instructed the security 
chiefs, in the delegation's presence, to "cease all media attacks on the 
churches and their projects". They also noted a US embassy comment following 
the delegation's visit to US Ambassador Edwin Corr. It said “many church 
groups have played a major role in providing humanitarian support and 
sustenance to the truly needy in El Salvador, and these neutral church groups 
are vital to the well being of the country". 


The pair reported on a conversation the delegation had with Roman Catholic 
Archbishop Arturo Rivera y Damas. He "showed his concern about the attempts 
to limit the activities of churches and church-related projects which are 
working on behalf of the victims of the war" in El Salvador, and his “desire 
to meet with leaders of Protestant churches which are also involved in these 
projects, in order to achieve greater mutual support and protection". 


Describing part of what precipitated their visit, Wright and Winter said 
"workers in church-related projects were under attack by the government, and 


several members of human rights organizations had been jailed and tortured 
during the last few weeks." 


The delegation's recommendations include increasing "fraternal workers, 
volunteers, and specialists sent by the churches and agencies" to El Salvador; 
upping financial aid to the Diaconia Organisation, "to express our confidence 
in our partners in their humanitarian work, and to demonstrate to the 
authorities that our confidence in these organizations is undiminished"; 
reorganizing a non-governmental commission for human rights; and continuing 
work for "families of disappeared persons, the imprisoned, and killed". 


The group also asked donor governments to continue help for humanitarian-aid 
programs; more visits to El Salvador by church leaders, including meetings 
with church, government, and foreign-embassy representatives; a follow-up 
delegation to “enforce the recommendations, and to follow up promises made by 
Pl ok Bib iy a anc a small group of specialists to study 

; } é church in El Salvador ... to provide an 
analysis and guidelines for an appropriate response." - EPS 


POPE: ORDINATION OF WOMEN GROWING Ecumenical Press 


OBSTACLE TO ANGLICAN-RC REUNION Service 86.07.20 
LONDON - That more and more parts of the Anglican world ordain women as 


priests, or are preparing to do so, is "in the eyes of the Catholic Church, an 
increasingly serious obstacle" to Anglican-Roman Catholic reconciliation says 
Pope John Paul II in a letter to Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie. 


The papal letter and others on the subject were published 30 June. Dated 20 
December 1984, it was prompted by the decision of the [Anglican] Church of 
England's General Synod in November 1984 to ask for legislation to be prepared 
to allow the ordination of women as priests. 


In 1975 and 1976 there was a similar exchange of correspondence, on that 
occasion initiated by the then-Archbishop of Canterbury, Donald Coggan, 
following the synod's affirmation that there are "no fundamental objections" 
to the ordination of women. In January 1977, the Vatican's doctrinal unit 
published reasons why the Vatican rejects the ordination of women as priests. 


Runcie's reply to the pope is is dated a year later, 11 December 1985. It 
followed consultation with other Anglican leaders. The archbishop says that 

while not underestimating the seriousness of this obstacle, "I know that we 
are both convinced that our two communions ought to maintain the mature trust 
in each other which has been built up over recent years". There is, he says, 
a "special obligation to tackle such a potentially serious difficulty". 


Runcie also wrote Jan Cardinal Willebrands, president of the Vatican 
Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, setting out more fully reasons why 
Anglicans are ordaining women. 


Runcie acknowledges that, in view of the centuries of tradition in all parts 
of the church of not ordaining women, it is insufficient simply to state there 
are no fundamental reasons against the admission of women to the priesthood. 
"For so significant a theological development it is not enough to assert that 
there are no reasons against such a proposed action", he writes. "It is also 
necessary to demonstrate compelling doctrinal reasons for such a development." 


Runcie says the humanity assumed by the second person of the Trinity "must be 
a humanity inclusive of women, if half the human race is to share in the 
redemption he won for us on the cross". Because the humanity of Jesus Christ 
includes male and female, "it is thus urged that the ministerial priesthood 
should now be opened to women in order the more perfectly to represent 
Christ's inclusive high priesthood". This argument is strengthened, he says, 
by the fact that the representational nature of the ministerial priesthood is 
actually weakened by a solely male priesthood “when exclusively male 
leadership has been largely surrendered in many human societies". 


In his reply, Willebrands stresses that Christ's male identity was an inherent 
feature of the economy of salvation. "The ordination only of men to the 
priesthood has to be understood in terms of the intimate relationship between 
Christ the Redeemer and those who, in a umique way, cooperate in Christ's 
redemptive work", he writes. "The priest represents Christ in his saving 
relationship with his body the church. He does not primarily represent the 


priesthood of the whole people of God." 


Both agreed that the issue needed to be studied by the second Anglican/Roman 
Catholic International Commission (ARCIC II), with Runcie suggesting that they 
might envisage the possibility of strengthening the commission by the addition 
of special consultants for this particular task. — EPS 


ENGLISH ANGLICANS: NO TO Ecumenical Press 


WOMEN ORDAINED ELSEWHERE Service 86.07.21 
YORK (Robert Nowell) - The prospects for women priests in the [Anglican] 
Church of England suffered a setback at a meeting (here, 4-8 July) of the its 
General Synod. A measure to enable Anglican women ordained as priests in 


other parts of the Anglican world to officiate as priests when visiting 
England failed to obtain the two-thirds majorities it needed in all three of 
the synod's houses - bishops, clergy and laity - if it were to become law, 
The measure cannot now come before the synod again until after a new synod has 
been elected in 1990. 


The majorities in favour among the clergy and laity - 57 and 63 percent - were 
almost precisely the same as those recorded in November 1984 in favour of 
introducing legislation to allow the Church of England to ordain its own women 
priests. This suggests very strongly that any legislation to allow the 
ordination of women will in the foreseeable future fail to gain the two-thirds 
majorities it would need to become law. 


Anglican women ordained deacons in Scotland 


On the other hand, an Anglican General Synod in another part of Britain, that 
of the Scottish Episcopal Church, had voted a month before (31 May) to approve 
the ordination of women as deacons. Four ordinations were scheduled shortly 
thereafter (22 June). 


English Anglican bishops on belief 


The English synod also debated a bishops' report on the nature of belief, 
published last month in response to controversy sparked two years ago by 
Durham Bishop David Jenkins' views on the resurrection and virgin birth, was 
notable for his closely-argued speech in which he attacked the view that God's 
action in Jesus' incarnation and resurrection is “something like a divine 
laser beam" bringing about a direct, divinely-induced transformation of 
something physical. 


"We are faced with a claim that God is prepared to work knock-down physical 
miracles in order to let a select number of people into the secret of his 
incarnation, resurrection, and salvation, but he is not prepared to use such 
methods in order to deliver from Auschwitz, prevent Hiroshima, overcome famine 
or bring about a bloodless transformation of apartheid", Jenkins said. 


Such a god is surely a cultic idol, or - worse - the very devil, the bishop 
suggested. "Such a god is certainly not worth believing in", he added. 
God's relations with the world and with men and women were surely something 
much more mysterious, personal, and risky than "the knock-down, 'this-must-be- 
a-decisive-physical-miracle' type of argument", 


Introducing this debate, Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie said that 
while there must be enough fact to sustain faith, the empty tomb and virginal 
conception are not the only facts on which rest the central beliefs of the 
resurrection and incarnation. "That is why it is possible to believe fully 


in the resurrection and incarnation, while reserving judgement on _ these 
specific historical points", he added. 


Runcie resisted calls for church discipline to be invoked against those who 


cannot accept the empty tomb and virginal conception as historical facts. "We 

ete demand identical interpretations of Christian faith", he said, adding 

PY ge Anglicanism's "genius" to require “identical interpretation, still 
2 © anathematize those whose interpretations differ from our own." —- EPS 


SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCH COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
OFFICES CHECKED A THIRD TIME Service 86.07.22 


GENEVA —- Police reportedly carried out a search (7 July) of the offices of ‘the 
South African Council of Churches, taking away various records and documents. 
The police action reportedly took three and a half hours, and was the third 
such since the state of emergency was declared last 12 June. 


In another SACC development, its director for justice and reconciliation, 
Wolfram Kistner, has been served with a "severe restriction order" after being 
released from detention. That will reportedly make it very difficult for him 
to carry out his normal duties. - EPS 


THEOLOGIANS CONSIDER Ecumenical Press 
TEACHING OF ECUMENICS Service 86.07.23 
GENEVA - About 45 theologians and directors of theological associations from 


nearly 30 countries gathered (1-10 July) at the Ecumenical Institute of the 
World Council of Churches, near here, to consider challenges and opportunities 
in teaching "ecumenics," the study of the ecumenical movement. 


The workshop was sponsored by the WCC Program for Theological Education, and 
the Institute (Bossey) in cooperation with the Irish School of Ecumenics 
(Dublin) and the Washington Institute of Ecumenics (Washington). 


In an address to the group, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro noted that 

many of the leading figures in the ecumenical movement in this century have 
died. "you must take the torch," he told the participants. "We need your 
help in the effort to preserve the ecumenical memory." 


He underlined the need to reclaim spiritual roots and engage again in = the 
struggles of the movement's pioneers. He said the teaching of ecumenics,: and 
the ecumenical formation which must accompany it, have "the potential of 
de-provincializing theological education. 


Castro also suggested that local ecumenism be a high priority in ecumenics, 
because, he observed, "most students will have only local opportunities". 


The first week of the workshop included several papers. Themes included the 
interpretation of events and trends in modern ecumenism, models of church 
unity, the quest for unity in an interfaith setting, issues of church and 
society, and the teaching of the Bible, church history, and systematic 
theology in an ecumenical perspective. 


The first week included attention to the diverse contexts in which ecumenics 
is taught, and the effects they should have on teaching method and content. 
Asked one Indian participant, "Should we of the third world not. quit 
concentrating on first-world theological giants?" 


A goal of the workshop, through drafting groups, is to produce critical, and 
instructive materials for teachers of ecumenics. These are meant to challenge 
theological faculties around the world to recognise the central importance of 
ecumenics in training clergy, and in other forms of theological education. 


They are also supposed to help guard against the twin dangers that putting 
things in context might make them provincial, or global ecumenical vision 


might in effect be imperialistic. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: "The Church and Aids" EPS 86.07.24 


This is from a welcome to a consultation on Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome (Aids), sponsored by the World Council of Churches. Participants - a 
dozen doctors, pastors, theologians, and ethicists - met near Geneva (26-29 
June). The group's report and recommendations could come before the September 
meeting of the WCC Executive Committee. Castro is WCC general secretary. 


... There is ... an urgent need to present a Christian approach to the 
problems raised by Aids, always bearing in mind that we live in pluralistic, 
even secularised societies. ... For the church, the primary concern is not the 
disease itself, but people - be they carriers, victims, their families and 
loved ones, or general populations that are confused and panic-stricken by the 
disease. 


We believe that the church has a particular responsibility to respond to these 
people. We believe that the Christian churches need to affirm in word and in 
practice the belief that God is mercy and love. ... 


We know that the high-risk groups [for Aids] tend to be the socially 
marginalised. This challenges us to question the reasons for marginalisation, 
and to acknowledge our duty to stand in solidarity with them. 


The gospels clearly indicate that God has not sent this disease, nor any 
other, to curse any group or person with a particular lifestyle. Our task is 
to witness to the love of God, and not to blame anyone. ... 


[Castro also offered several ideas for discussion: ] 


- ... The church should be present in the Aids crisis as [Jesus'] faithful 
servant, ministering with hope in the midst of pain, oppression, and 
deprivation, proclaiming God's love for all, so that fear may be replaced by 
love for God and fellow human beings. 


- ... Aids is a disease, and ... God, who loves all human beings, does not 
inflict disease as a punishment. 


- [There could be] a call to the WCC and all churches to develop a firm and 
clear theological basis for ministry to affected persons, families, and 
communities .... [and] a call to all churches to identify in their own regions 
the resources that can be collaborated with or used for educational, 


spiritual, legal, or treatment problems, and to encourage members to volunteer 
or otherwise help such institutions. ... 


— A request could also be made for churches and ecumenical bodies to provide 
timely and relevant information and press for legislation at all levels to 
assure that funding for Aids research ... is provided both by governments and 


by the private sector [and] condemn the potential threat of the use of Aids as 
an excuse for discrimination and oppression. .. 


No policies or practices that socially isolate or penalise carriers or victims 
of Aids should be left unchallenged. Neither should discrimination against 


high-risk groups or against carriers and victims be accepted in immigration, 
employment, housing, education, or health insurance. 


In fact, communities and individuals should be reminded of the positive 
imperative to visit, comfort, and be in solidarity with those that suffer. 

The most relevant gospel passages - Matthew 7:21-23 and 25:31-46 - should be 

=o encouragement, but ... also warn all that Christ judges those who abstain 
rom such loving care, or worse, increase the suffering by rejection. - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "WCC-WARC-LWF Statements on South African Detainees" EPS 86.07.25 


The first text is a message (3 July) sent by the general secretaries of the 
Lutheran World. Federation (Gunnar Staalsett), World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches (Edmond Perret), and World Council of Churches (Emilio Castro) to 
South African Law and Order Minister Louis Le Grange. 


The second is a random list of names from among the estimated 3000-4000 church 
leaders, trade unionists, political activists, teachers, doctors, and others 


ics since the imposition of the South African state of emergency (12 
June). 


It was included in a letter (4 July) from the three general secretaries to all 
members of their organizations urging that congregations remember these people 
in prayer - as representative of "thousands of others who also merit your 
prayerful thoughts". The three also suggested the names be "part of a 
prayerful litany of solidarity and intercession in front of the South African 
political offices in your country". 


We, the World Council of Churches, the Lutheran World Federation and the World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches, representing member churches all over the 
world, are alarmed by the thousands of people who have been and are being 
imprisoned since the declaration of the state of emergency in South Africa on 
LZ) dune. Among those who have been detained are prominent leaders of the 
trade unions and the churches. 


Leaders of the trade unions include Mr Elijah Barayi, President of the 
Congress of South African Trade Unions, Mr Moses Mayekiso, General Secretary 
of the Metal and Allied Workers Union and Mr Jay Naidoo, General Secretary of 
the Congress of South African Trade Unions. 


Among church leaders recently arrested are Fr. Smangaliso Mkatshwa, General 
Secretary of the South African Catholic Bishops Conference, the Rev. Wolfram 
Kistner, Director of Justice and Reconciliation of the South African Council 
of Churches and the Rev. Jean-Francois Bill, moderator of the Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church in South Africa. 


We call for an immediate release of all political prisoners and recent 
detainees under the state of emergency. We deplore the South African 
government's use of military and police force against the very people who work 
day by day to achieve justice, reconciliation and human dignity for all South 
Africans, 


We are also outraged by the fact that the South African Council of Churches' 
offices in Johannesburg have been searched three times in two weeks and that 
important files and documents have been confiscated. We urge the South 
African government to stop all actions that curtail the freedom of the people 
and the churches. A solution to the political conflict in South Africa can 
only come about through an open dialogue with all the groups concerned. 


we de fete te He HEH IK RRR KEE REE EEE EEERERERER 


Name 


Martin BADENHORST 
Yusuf BHAMJEE 
Father John BOUMA 
Ann BURROUGHS 
Charles CHELEMBE 
Agnes COLMAN 
Kgoro DAU 
Sylvester DAVID 
Gill DE VLIEG 
Dennis DICKSON 
Bongani DLAMINI 
Walter FREEMAN 
Jerry GOVELA 
Rogers GOVENDER 
Thuza GWALA 

Sr Clare HARKIN 
Hans HLALETHWA 

Dr D ITSWENG 
Gabriel JAMA 
Sipho KABEKA 
Ashraf KHAN 

Mr S G KOTOYI 
Sipho KUBREKA 

Ray LAZARUS 

Sandy LEBESE 

Rev, Eddy LEEUW 
Lesley LIDDLE 
Mike LOEWE 

Ds Lucas MABUSELA 
Rev Howard MAGUA 
Rev Canon A, MAROPONG 
Sheperd MATSHOBA 
Siphokazi MBOYTYA 
Rev Joseph MCILONGO 
Botha MODISAPOLI 
Aubrey MOKOENA 
Rev Isaac MOLOABI 
Shabir MOOSA 

V MOTSAMAI 
Jabulani MTOLO 
Brian NAJEDI 
Noluthando NGIGANE 
Leonard NGUBANE 
Thulani NGWANU 
John NKOSI 
Johannes NYANGA 
Colin OGLE 
Richard RAMODIPA 
Rev Mamabula RAPHESU 


Neville SHABANGU 
Mishek SMAGALISO 
Dominic SOUCHON 
Sandy STEWART 
Mathews TEKISO 
UNNAMED 600 people 
UNNAMED 300 people 
Pet VASS 

Rev Abie VISAGIE 
Father Edgar WEINMA 
Albert WITTLES 


Silvie Rammutloa ZATHENI 


Augustine ZWANE 
Adrienne BIRD 
Bentley DAVID 
Joseph KHUMALO 
Mr MATLHOKO 
Ursula McDONALD 
Jack NKABO | 
Victor NXUMALO 
Isaac MERAFE 

J. MARUMULE 

J, TSHABANGU 
Bp. Sigisbert NDWANDWE 
Greg Themba MLOMYENI 
Robert KRUGER 
Lizo MTHANA 
Noel WILLIAMS 
Douglas MAHLOM 
Annie MENTOOR 
Yunus CARRIM 
Oome JHETAMI 
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WCC-WARC-LWF Statements/2 


Profession/Work 


Student, Cedara Oblate Scholasticate 

UDF; NIC 

Dutch priest detained after vising detained parishioners 
Black Sash, Chairperson, Grahamstown 

Sobantu Youth Organisation 

Tumahole Youth Congress 


SAAWU 

Student, Cedara Oblate Scholasticate 

Black Sash, Journalist (Afrapix) 

National Education Union, Teacher 

Kagiso Residents Organisation 

Medical student, University of Natal 

Kagiso Residents Organisation 

Crisis Care Centre, Organising Secretary 

Natal Organisation of Women 

Dominican sister working with refugees from Crossroads 
Winterveld Action Committee, RC deacon in Soshaguve 
Director, Mamelodi Sundowns 

Student, Cedara Oblate Scholasticate 

COSATU 

University of Natal medical student 

Mangaung Residents Assoc., President 

Alexandra Action Committee; PWAWU, Organiser 
Transport & Gernal Workers Union, Organiser 

SACC 

NGK Mission 

Western Prov. Council of Churches, Sec. Methodist 
Capital Radio, Umtata; ECC, Journalist 

Dutch Reformed Church, Dominee NGK minister 

Trade unionist 


Northern Cape Council of Churches, chairman Anglican minist. 


Worcester Advice Office 

Reformed Presbyterian Church youth group 

Anglican minister, Khutsong township 

MAWU, Shop steward Worker at National Bolt 

Release Mandela Campaign, Chairman 

Methodist minister, Ikageng, Potchefstroom 

University of Natal medical student 

SA Chemical Workers Union, Shop steward 

Student, Cedara Oblate Scholasticate 

Trade unionist 

United Women's Organisation 

Mpomeni Youth Organisation 

Sobantu Youth Organisation 

Ratanda Civic Association 

Lowveld Youth Movement 

Wentworth Improvement Project 

Attorney at Potgietersrus involved in human rights cases 
SACC; AZAPO, Chairman of Orange Free State Reg. Council 
Lowveld Youth Movement 

Ref, Presbyterian Church, Youth group 

Justice and Reconciliation Commission; ECC 

Black Sash; ECC 

Detainees Parents Support Committee 

Church congregation 

Attending service of Rev. Layben 

Breidbach township Civic Association 

Midland Council of Church, Dominee of Dutch Ref. Church 


German priest detained after visiting detained parishioners 


Justice and Reconciliation Commission, BCC employee 
Women's Organisation 

Swazi national staying with Pr, Mkatshwa his uncle 
COSATU 

Pmb Council of Churches 

Catholic Dominican 

Local Crisis Committee 

Food and Allied wW.U. 

N.Cape Council of Churches 

Khutsong Crisis Committee 

Kagiso Advice Centre Vice chair: K.A.C. 
Taxi-driver 

Taxi-driver 

Anglican Bishop 

Advice office worker 

Primary School principal 

Union organiser 

Vice-chair W, Cape COSATU 

Teacher 

Food and Allied W.,U., Secretary F,.A.W.U, 
Lecturer at Durban 

Pres, UND Medical school SRC 

Midlands UDF 


Decree: ee 
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SHOPRTALK (53/22) 


Regional ecumenical assemblies take place next month in Europe, the 
Caribbean, and the Pacific. EPS coverage is planned of each. 


New from the Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WC1X OEL): 


An article (25 July) on the setting aside of the trial of four white 
South African soldiers accused or murdering a black Namibian civilian, 
Fans Uapota. The trial was set aside after South African President P.W. 
Botha ruled that it “in the national interest that the proceedings not 
continue." 


Breaking Down the Walls includes ecumenical statements and actions on 
racism, 1948-85. A copy is available from WCC/PCR, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The Middle East Council of Churches has a new post box - 4259 - in Limassol, 
Cyprus. 


New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): 


Theology by the People: Reflections on Doing Theology in Community, 
edited by Samuel Amirtham and John Pobee. It costs 7.50 US dollars, 
14.90 Swiss francs, or 4.95 UK pounds. 


New Eyes for Reading: Biblical and Theological Reflections by Women from 
the Third World, edited by John Pobee and Barbel von Wartenberg-Potter. 
It costs 5.95 US dollars, 11.90 Swiss francs, or 3.95 UK pounds. 


Audio Visual Resources - South Africa and Namibia lists information about 
material from UK, US, Canada, Ireland, New Zealand, France, Belgium, 
Switzerland, FRG, Austria, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Netherlands, and South 
Africa. It is available from WCC/Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


WCC/CICARWS material is available (Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20) on relief and 
rehabilitation efforts in Mozambique (situation report 5, 1 July 1986). It 
includes a “comprehensive view of the situation" in a report by F.F. Mkwiche, 
emergency and relief officer of the All Africa Conference of Churches, on 


“natural and man-made disasters" there. He was in the country from 26 May to 
7 June, 


EPS headlines can be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then ask for 


full texts of items you want. You pay for that. Tell us if you want to be on 
the telex list. 


Next EPS deadlines: 8h00 GMT 5,12,14,29 August. (EPS appears about 40 
times a year.) 


EPS printing: This issue, 1 August; next issue, 6 August. 


WORLD YWCA HAS NEW LEADER; Ecumenical Press 


SOUTH AFRICA IN SPOTLIGHT Service 86.08.01 
ANNECY (France) - The executive committee of the World YWCA (meeting here, 


1-12 July) chose Elaine Hesse Greif, 41, as the new general secretary of the 
global, ecumenical, women's organization. 


Greif, born in the US, is a school administrator and YWCA volunteer from New 
Zealand, since 1979 principal of St. Hilda's Collegiate School in Dunedin. 

She begins her work in Geneva next January, succeeding Ruth Sovik, now one of 
three deputy general secretaries of the World Council of Churches. 


Ellen Clark, acting general secretary for the World YWCA since Sovik left at 
the end of last year, has accepted a job in London as director of the World 
Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts. Genevieve Camus-Jacques, World 
YWCA secretary for human rights and for refugees and migrants, is interim 
general secretary through 1986. 


In other action, the committee approve funds for relief of victims of unrest 
in South Africa, and a program of education to correct "racist explanations of 
the conflict" there. 


It expresssd "deep concern" about South Africa's failure to implement a UN 
plan for Namibian independence, and urged the Israeli government to reject a 
proposed law making any meeting between an Israeli and a member of the 
Palestine Liberation Organization punishable by three years in prison. 


The committee heard a report from Nita Barrow, a past president of the World 
YWCA, on the seven-member Eminent Persons Group, of which she was a part. It 
conducted a major study of the situation in South Africa on behalf of the 
Commonwealth, the association which groups the UK and most of its former 
colonies. 


Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, youth coordinator at the World YWCA, reported on a 
global exumenical youth meeting on South Africa which she attended in Harare 
last month (EPS 86.07.16). 


Approval for assistance to victims of unrest in South Africa, and the 
education program, were okayed after the committee reviewed a 13-page report 
by the human rights committee of the YWCA of South Africa. 


The committee urges people to “look beyond mere racial and ethnic causes of 
conflict" in South Africa, typified by reports of factional fighting and 
"blacks killing blacks" there. 


Besides the resolution on Namibian independence, the committee affirmed 
support of “our YWCA sisters in Namibia." The Namibian YWCA, launched last 
November, has reportedly experienced harassment since its executive committee 
issued a statement last March denouncing the South African-appointed 
government of the country. A rival YWCA was started there in June, but the 
committee told it it has no standing in the world movement. 


The committee also approved plans for a refugee consultation in Africa, and 
the pilot phase of a program designed to allow World YWCA affiliates to become 


financially self reliant. 


It okayed "no place in the inn" as the theme for the 1987 YMCA/YWCA Week of 
Prayer and World Fellowship, and selected "shelter for women" as the theme for 
World YWCA Day next year (which is also International Year of Shelter for the 


Homeless). - EPS 


WORLD MISSION, FAITH/ORDER Ecumenical Press 


MEETINGS PROPOSED FOR 1989 Service 86.08.02 
POTSDAM (GDR) - Separate meetings dealing with issues of world mission and 


evangelism and the church's faith and order are being proposed for 1989, under 
the auspices of the World Council of Churches. 


Those are among recommendations from a series of separate and joint meetings 
(here, 13-20 July) of four WCC commissions and working groups - on faith and 
order, world mission and evangelism, church and society, and dialogue. 


A joint conference on unity and mission had been raised as a possibility for 
1989, following earlier proposals to have a world mission conference in 1988 
and a world faith-and-order conference in 1989. 


The proposal from the meetings here is subject to a decision by the WCC 
Central Committee at its meeting next January in Geneva. If approved, a World 
Conference on Mission and Evangelism would take place in 1989. The previous 
one was in Melbourne in 1980; possible sites for the 1989 meeting are the US, 
UK, and West Africa. 


The Faith and Order Plenary Commission would meet the same year; a decision on 
a Fifth World Conference on Faith and Order - once announced for 1989 - would 
therefore be postponed until the WCC Seventh Assembly, in 1991. (The last such 
conference was in Montréal in 1963.) 


Addressing the meeting on "faith and witness," WCC General Secretary Emilio 
Castro urged a "fruitful encounter between doctrine and testimony, faith and 
witness" to "help us in the search for a model for the unity of the church." 
He also preached during worship which opened the meetings (EPS 86.08.23). 


Klaus Gysi, the GDR government minister responsible for religious affairs, 
said his is a country where "the government and the churches, Marxists and 
Christians ... agree about the priority of preserving peace."" He called the 
role of the church and the ecumenical movement in working for peace 
"indispensible" and "self-determined." 


Among other areas reviewed during the meetings were: 

- joint work involving two or more of the four WCC sub-units represented 
here. 

- “theological reflection and clarification of the interrelationship 
between mission and unity in order to help the churches to integrate these two 
concerns in their faith and witness." 

- separate meetings in 1987 on evangelism and mission with special 
evangelical and Orthodox inputs. 

- the relationship of dialogue and mission, 

- a study on "the value of life and life-centered ethics." 


- a study of the "integrity of creation"; also the relationship of that 
concept to "justice and peace." 


- workshops on "mission structures." 


Perens "ecumenical explication of the apostolic faith as expressed in the 
Nicene-Constantionoplitan Creed" of 381. 
~ a study of "theological discoveries in interfaith dialogue." 
J~ the relationship between the WCC Consultation on the Church and the 
Jewish People and the Faith and Order Commission. 


See ee reflection/action model involving theology, ethics, social and 
sclentific analysis, and action. 
~ regional case studies of environmental degradation. 


hymen and ethical questions related to contemporary social issues such 
as nuclear energy, genetic manipulation, and the disease Aids. - EPS 


COUNCIL CHOOSES NEW Ecumenical Press 
WORLD BAPTIST LOGO Service 86.08.03 


SINGAPORE - At its annual meeting (here, 1-6 July), the 300-participant 
General Council of the US-based Baptist World Alliance chose a new logo for 
the Christian world communion, featuring a cross, an open Bible, and the 
world, ‘symbols of the role and mission of the Baptist World Alliance [which] 
-+- require no official interpretation," according to a Baptist report. 


In other action, the council: 


- approved creation of a "Baptist Fund for World Evangelization." 

- discussed the 16th Baptist World Confress, in Seoul, 10-15 July 1990. 

- approved resolutions on peace and justice, and world hunger. 

- expressed concern about three million refugees from Afghanistan. 

- voiced solidarity with the Nicaraguan Baptist Convention, and urged 
Baptists worldwide to push for a de-escalation of the conflict in Nicaragua. 

- reaffirmed the opposition of the 15th Baptist World Congress (1985) to 
apartheid, race sepration with white supremacy in South Africa. - EPS 


Also meeting here (1-4 July) was the BWA Commission on Human Rights, which, 
besides discussing "Baptist thought on human rights," heard reports on 
human-rights situations in Nicaragua, Liberia, the Philippines, Bangladesh, 
and Pakistan. : 


The Nicaraguan Baptists spoke of one-sided information in the western media 
about their country, and urged the church in Europe and the US to appeal to 
their governments to stop supporting opposition to a democratically elected 
government. The commission adopted resolutions urging Baptist action to end 
human-rights violations in Afghanistan, Nicaragua, and South Africa. - EPS 


WORLD LUTHERAN COMMITTEE Ecumenical Press 
SPEAKS ON SA, NICARAGUA Service 86.08.04 
MUNICH - At its annual meeting (here, 4-9 July), the 30-member Executive 


Committee of the Swiss-based Lutheran World Federation voted unaimously to 
condemn the US government for providing "financial and military assistance to 
the groups which are determined to destabilize and ultimately replace the 
government of Nicaragua." 


It also said its criticism was not "unqualified endorsement of the present 
direction of Nicaraguan political and social life," nor a general critique of 
US foreign policy. 


In other action, the committee: 


- urged that church delegations visit governments to urge "comprehensive 
economic sanctions" against South Africa as "part of a final effort toward 
peaceful change." 1 

- said Lutheran denominations should “intensify their own ecumenical 
and noted that "we dare to call ourselves a Lutheran 


posture and engagement," 2 tl 
itment to realizing more fully the communion 


communion only because of our comm 


of the whole church." y h pl : 
- called on Lutherans to become more involved in the Helsinki process, 


a reference to developments since the 1975 Helsinki Final Act, which committed 
the signatories (the US, Canada, and all European states except Albania) to 


‘ous “confidence-building measures." é 
peace ots eunsdee from the 104 LWF members for the calling of a global 


church council on peace issues. - EPS 


DIFFERENCES WITHIN TRADITIONS Ecumenical Press 
FOUND IN OFFICIAL BEM RESPONSES Service 86.08.05 


POTSDAM (GDR) - An overview of the more than 130 official church responses to 
the 1982 BEM text, which reflects an ecumenical approach to questions of 
baptism, eucharist, and ministry, shows that "the range and character of 
acceptance or criticism ... from the same confession or tradition are by no 


means uniform." 


The report was prepared for the meeting (13-20 July, here) of the Standing 
Commission on Faith and Order of the Swiss-based World Council of Churches. 


Noting “common emphases, criteria, and orientations" in the responses from the 
same tradition, the report says they nonetheless "differ considerably in their 
overall acceptance or criticism." As an example, it notes that some of the 
most critical attitudes are found in European Baptist and Reformed responses, 
"yet in other: responses from these traditions, a positive reaction clearly 
prevails." 


Overall, the report says, "none of the responses has rejected in principle or 
to a high degree the content and intention of BEM," including that of the 
non-sacramental Salvation Army. The report says “it is a moving experience to 
read how this communion - in one of the longest responses of all - reacts in a 
differentiating and constructive manner to the ... document." 


According to the report, "the responses clearly reveal that one's own 
doctrinal tradition and ecclesial practices are among the essential criteria 
for evaluation and judgment." 


Of the three BEM sections, it notes, that dealing with ministry has proved 
most problematic, “even though for most of the churches concerned structures 
[of ministry] are regarded as an area where liberty for different or changed 
expressions exisits." 


The report observes that "the historical justification of a _ threefold 
structure of the ministry, and the arguments concerning the significance of 


episcopal succession [of bishops] are regarded by most ‘protestant’ responses 
as not convincing." 


It also notes a fear in responses from "Reformation churches" about 
re-establishment of a “hierarchical structure," and so concludes that “to 
eliminate all clericalism and authoritarianism in the exercise of ministry 


will. jit seems, require much work on the personal, collegial, and communal 
nature of ministry in the church," 


Some responses criticize the BEM paragraph on "ministry of men and women in 
the church" as too brief, or not sufficiently supportive of women's ordination. 


The report observes that while that section could be developed, "we must 
acknowledge that radical differences exist between the churches on _ the 
question of the ordination of women to the presbyterate and episcopate." It 
also says "a convergence text can only go as far as the representaives of ... 
all the churches are able to go in loyalty to their own churches." 


The WCC plans a consultation to evaluate BEM responses (in Rome, 23-28 
October), part of a two-year review process. The Faith and Order Commission 
plans to summarize _by 1989 results of the process. This "response to the 
responses = 1s to include "a number of clarifications and elucidations." 
However, a new version of the BEM text is not planned. —- EPS | 


THOUSANDS OF EVANGELISTS Ecumenical Press 
AT BILLY GRAHAM 'SCHOOL' Service 86.08.06 


AMSTERDAM - A global school for Christians who go from place to place sharing 
the gospel was in session here (12-20 July) under the auspices of the US-based 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. Its International Conference for 
Itinerant Evangelists - "Amsterdam '86" - attracted about 8000 evangelists and 
other Christian workers as participants, most chosen from more than 20,000 who 
applied. Another 2000 attended as conference leaders and staff members. 


Three years ago, the Graham association sponsored Amsterdam '83, quite similar 
in content and approach to this year's meeting, but half its size. Some staff 
members were here since last year preparing for the '86 version, on which the 
Graham organization says it spent about 21 million dollars. The association 
reported it paid all or some of the expenses of two-thirds of the evangelists. 
For about 4000 of them, a huge exhibition hall about 40 kilometres southeast 
of here, was transformed into a giant men's dormitory. 


Participants were offered a potpourri of 22 plenary presentations, on aspects 
of an evangelist's life and work - subjects such as the evangelist's message, 
personal holiness, family life, commitment to the church, and ministry in 
situations of human need. They could choose one of 19 tracks - according to 
region and language - of a series of five how-to seminars on preparing for an 
evangelistic event, preparing and delivering an evangelistic message, giving 
an evangelistic invitation, training counselors, and follow up. 


There was also a welter of workshops - upwards of 140 - grouped in seven 
75-minute sessions. They ranged from inner-city work, to prison preaching, to 
the use of music and drama; from the “reliability of scripture," to evangelism 
among groups such as teenagers, military personnel, political leaders, 
businessmen, and the disabled; from an overview of beliefs of other religions, 
to witnessing in Marxist societies, to the role of healing and "special 
gifts"; from critiques of different theologies, to fundraising, to the 
evangelist's study habits and management skills. 


The conference opened and closed with an Olympics-like ceremony, including 
runners with torches representing the gospel flame on six continents. A 
procession of flags symbolized the 174 countries and territories of the 
participants (plus a few other places, like North Korea and Albania). 
Organizers pronounced it the most geographically diverse event in history. 


On the next-to-last evening, there was a massive celebration of the Lord's 
Supper, presided over with a minimum of ceremonial by a retired English 
Anglican bishop, Maurice A.P. Wood, and a US Reformed (Presbyterian) minister, 
Don Hoke. After Wood voiced the eucharistic prayer, ushers circulated among 
the participants with baskets of broken crackers, and individual servings of 
grape juice in plastic cups with gold-colored, foil tops. 


Introducing Wood as "a great churchman," Graham recalled one conference poles 
- evangelists are "responsible" to the church, "local" and "at large. 
However, at least as denominational identity measures such responsibility, a 
quarter of the participants did not indicate any, or gave one unclear to 
tabulators of a conference survey. And though there was an opening greeting 
on behalf of the city of Amsterdam, there was none from the Dutch church. 


Of those who could be tabulated, Baptist, Pentecostal, Assembly of God, and 
Evangelical predominated, together accounting for about three of every five 


participants with a denominational identity. However, at least in smal1 
measure, virtually all Christian traditions were among the participants, 
> 


including a scattering of Roman Catholics and Orthodox. - (over) 


graham/2 


In that respect, the conference here could be labeled "ecumenical", although 
that word is not common among a big chunk of the conference constituency. Some 
speakers warned against "liberalism," failure to accept the Bible as 
"infallible," or perceived dangers of liberation and "kingdom" theologies, the 
latter tied by the speaker particularly to the World Council of Churches. 


At a news conference, Graham said that despite disagreements about methods or 
aspects of the message, evangelism is "about the only word we can unite on." 
Agreeing on the need to spread the gospel, he said, means an “ecumenicity that 
you cannot get under any other umbrella." He also recalled his own attendance 
at most assemblies of the World Council of Churches, and estimated that the 
"majority" of participants here came from WCC denominations. 


Compared to 1983, this year's conference included a much higher profile for 
participants (144) from the Soviet Union, Cuba, and seven Eastern European 
countries. A Moscow Baptist choir sang at two plenary sessions. A Romanian 
Orthodox bishop gave supportive press interviews. Their presence was a fruit 
of Graham's several trips to the region in the last decade, 


However, that aspect of the program drew the wrath of US fundamentalist Carl 
McIntire, a veteran WCC opponent. He passed out copies of his newspaper with 
the headline "WCC, Communists Set Up Graham Meeting in Romania," as well as 
invitations to "Amsterdam '88" - a "world congress of Bible-believing 
churches," sponsored by his International Council of Christian Churches. 


For some evangelists here - average age 31; three-quarters from Asia, Africa, 
and Latin America (though there were more from the US than from any other 
single country) - it was their first trip abroad. Participants received 
copies of books and other evangelism helps. Needy evangelists were able to 
take clothing for themselves and their families. When 222 Argentine and 
Uruguyan participants were unable to get to Amsterdam because of a strike, 
conference officials eventually located a DC-8. At a cost of 224,000 US 
dollars, it was dispatched to Buenos Aires to bring them here. 


Most conference proceedings were in English, but 112 interpreters were on hand 
working in 16 additional languages. Some of the printed material was available 
in other languages as well. Five Christian radio organizations cooperated to 
produce daily programs about the conference, which were transmitted in 22 
languages around the world. A conference print media staff worked in more than 
a dozen languages. The meeting was a backdrop for an upcoming Graham movie. 


Conference leadership was mostly male. Some female evangelists were here, but 
often the language, and the special sessions for evangelists’ wives, reflected 
a view that evangelists are men, or women who Support their husbands' work. 


Most conference participants joined in a "day of witnessing" as the conference 
neared its close, spending an afternoon in groups for street preaching and 
one-on-one encounters in nearly 50 Dutch cities and villages. Before they 
went out, they were urged to listen carefully to those they would meet, and to 
take seriously Dutch concern for freedom of thought and religious tolerance. 


At his closing news conference, Graham affirmed "no conflict between 
evangelism and social responsibility," but said that “overriding all of the 
dire physical, emotional, and social needs of mankind," those here "dedicated 
themselves to the evangelization of the alienated masses."' He also said his 
his Organization will probably use satellite technology to hold simultaneous 
evangelistic crusades in several countries before the end of the decade. - EPS 


WORLD METHODISTS Ecumenical Press 
MEET IN NAIROBI Service 86.08.07 


NAIROBI - The 15th World Methodist Conference met here (23-29 July), 
attracting representatives from the 64 member bodies of the US-based World 
Methodist Council. “Begun in London in 1881, the meetings have been held at 
five-year intervals since after World War II. 


Theme of the conference was "Christ Jesus: God's Yes for the World." The 
program included addresses, sermons, Bible studies, "tent-meeting" discussion 
groups, and individual testimonies. The schedule included an evangelistic 
service in a Nairobi park, and an "African fair" at the university here. 


Though not a legislative body, the conference's program included several 
discussion items, including a call for Methodists around the world to "seek to 
discover and reaffirm the essentials" of the Christian faith, a common "social 
affirmation," dialogue with other Christian communions, and witness in South 
Africa and other parts of the world. 


The assembly opened with a celebration of the eucharist, at which US Methodist 
Bishop William Cannon, who chairs the WMC Executive Committee, gave a keynote 
address. It closed with a covenant service, at which Kenyan Methodist Bishop 
Lawi Imathiu preached. 


Among speakers and program participants in the conference and related meetings 
were General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches, himself 
a Methodist minister from Uruguay; Desmond Tutu, the Anglican archbishop-elect 
of southern Africa; Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi; and Philip Potter, a 
Methodist theologian from the Caribbean, and Castro's predecessor at the WCC. 


In a brief address at an outdoor service, Moi spoke of freedom of worship 
guaranteed in the Kenyan constitution. "We have peace in Kenya because 
Christians can offer prayers to God without molestation," he said. He also 
urged prayer for South African leaders, including President P.W. Botha, "so 
that his heart may change." 


At a news conference, Tutu reiterated his view that "out last hope is in the 
international community to impose punitive sanctions against the white 
minority regime" in South Africa. He also suggested that UK Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher and US President Ronald Reagan, who resist such sanctions, 
are out of touch with the views of most people in their countries. 


Besides the conference, there were a half-dozen related meetings - of the 
World Federation of Methodist Women (13-20 July), a consultation on global 
survival (17-20 July), an international worship consultation (17-20 July) on 
"membership in the Body of Christ," a theological education convocation (21-22 
July), a family life conference (17-21 July) on “the Christian family < 
finding roots amidst change," and the World Methodist Historical Society (23 


July.) . 


At the global survival meeting, M. Stanley Mogoba, secretary of the Methodist 
Church of Southern Africa described South Africa as a “nation poised on a 
precipice of national self destruction," and a “hell of human misery,” instead 
of what it could be, "a paradise bubbling with life and excitement. 


Besides South Africa, the consultation dealt with world hunger, refugees, and 
theological bases for global survival. Potter told the group that survival is 
now the "greatest challenge facing the world." _He observed that in an age of 
computers and electronics, "ye tend to abdicate thinking through human 


problems." - (over) 


methodist/2 


Another presenter, Bethuel Kiplagat, permanent secretary in the Kenyan foreign 
affairs ministry, said when Europeans came to Africa, "the delicate balance 
between man and his environment was upset." He urged African countries to 
“turn away from looking outwards, and turn inward," giving special attention 
to agriculture. 


Harry DeLange, an economist and social ethicist at the University of Utrecht 
(Netherlands), listed four points to consider in analyzing global trends - 
mass poverty (including world hunger), the third-world debt crisis, the arms 
race, and ecological concerns. He said the western economic system has served 
the rich well, but not the poor. "The continuation of poverty, and the 
growing number of poor and very poor people, the starvation problems of Africa 
on the one hand, and the ecological threat on the other," he said, “compel the 
rethinking of the way we have organized the world economically." 


A speaker at the worship consultation urged Methodists to re-examine their 
traditional practice of baptizing infants. Now, said B. Keith Rowe, principal 
of the Methodist Theological College in Auckland (New Zealand), "adult baptism 
might be, in most cases, the appropriate norm for initiation into the church." 


Jeanne Audrey Powers, an ecumenical officer of the US-based United Methodist 
Church, said "ecumenical theology ... has placed issues of baptism before us 
in a new way." She said Methodists “really don't take seriously the meaning 
of our baptism," and that because it is administered denominationally, "we 
live out our membership in the one church of Jesus Christ in institutionally 
separate denominations." 


One of the main speakers at the conference itself, David McKenna, president of 
Asbury Theological Seminary in Wilmore (Kentucky/US), urged the approximately 
2500 Methodists present to "go back to the basics of our belief, and back to 
the fundamentals of our faith." He described the current age as one in which 
“the moral throne is empty, and ethical relativism is the order of the day. 
-»- To make our way through the ethical minefields of our moral battleground," 
he continued, "we do not need proof texts, philosphical abstractions, or 
personal opinions. We need the mind of Christ as revealed to us by our loving 
engagement with the Holy Spirit as our teacher." 


He said God has “raised up singing Methodists for a special mission in the 
world. We are the people who through the eyes of Spirit see the enabling 
grace of God at work in the lives of all people and all nations. To them, we 


bring the lilting song and the lifting testimony of what the grace of God has 
done in our lives." - EPS 


Boesak describes police actions EPS 86.08.08 
ELSIES RIVER (South Africa) - An ecumenical service of solidarity with 


detainees in South Africa and their families (here, 20 July) was interfered 
with by police, according to an affidavit from Allan Boesak, president of the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and a worship leader. Police entered the 
Roman Catholic church where he was preaching, he said, and demanded that he 
stop. When he refused, a police captain grabbed and broke the microphone, but 
Boesak continued without it. Then, for 90 minutes, Boesak reported, police 
did not allow the congregation to leave the church building. As Boesak was 
later driving away, to attend another service, police fired two canisters of 
teargas, one of which entered Boesak's car, breaking the rear window, an 
action he described as "deliberate." Police Say the crowd threw stones, but 
Boesak says "at no stage was there any stone throwing at all." He adds that 
he preaches at God's command, and "no human being will stop me." - EPS 


ECUMENICAL AGENCIES APPEAL: Ecumenical Press 
US$ 500,000 FOR SOUTH AFRICA Service 86.08.09 


GENEVA - The World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, and World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches, all based here, have joined in an emergency 
hunger-relief appeal on behalf of the South African Council of Churches. Asked 
for the first phase of the SACC program is 500,000 US dollars. The appeal 
attributes hunger in South Africa to recent “unprecedented drought and floods" 


and to the country's "unjust economic and political structures." An estimated 
2 million blacks are affected. 


SACC national conference 


At its annual national conference in late June, the SACC called for a united 
witness by South African Christians in the current crisis. The invitation was 
directed particularly to the large, white, Reformed denomination (NGK) to 
which many of the country's leaders belong, and which is not an SACC member. 


The conference voted opposition to legislation provided for in the Public 
Safety and Internal Security Amendment Acts, on grounds that the "vastly 
increased powers given to the police and the minister of law and order ... 
circumscribe the protection of individual rights and the role of the courts" 
and that the legislation "reinforces the statutory likelihood for a police 
state emerging in South Africa."' SACC members were asked to consider to what 
extent Christians can regard these regulations as binding. 


The meeting urged church efforts to protect South Africans who have fled to 
neighboring countries. It urged the church inside and outside South Africa to 
support South African movements working for the liberation of the country. It 
asked the government "to unban liberation movements presently in exile, to 
declare an unconditional amnesty for all South African exiles ... and to 
release all political prisoners in South Africa." 


Regarding the classification of persons according to racial characteristics, 
the conference confessed the "passive acceptance by the churches of this 
classification in the past, and our complicity in the present’ racial 
fragmentation and consequent injustices and strife in the country". 


Although it welcomed the government's intention to omit race classification 
from identity numbers, it noted that as long as the process of classification 
continues, that is a small concession to make. The conference asked South 
Africans "not to cooperate with the racial classification of the population". 


The SACC was founded in 1936, building on the South African General Missionary 
conference, begun in 1904. Membership is available to "all churches which are 
able to confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the 
scriptures and therefore seek to fulfill their common calling to the glory of 
one God, Father, Son and Holy Ghost". 


SACC members are the African Catholic Church, African Orthodox Church, African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Bantu Methodist Church, [Anglican] Church of the 
Province of Southern Africa, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa, 
Evangelical Presbyterian Church in South Africa, Methodist Church of Southern 
Africa, Moravian Church in South Africa, Presbyterian Church of Africa; 

Presbyterian Church of Southern Africa, Reformed Presbyterian Church of 
Southern Africa, Religious Society of Friends in South Africa, Dutch Reformed 
Church in Africa (NGKA), United Congregational Church of Southern Africa, 
Christian New Salem Church, Reformed Church in South Africa, and Paris 
Evangelical Mission. The Roman Catholic Church in Southern Africa is an 


observer member. —- EPS 


Mark Gibbs dies EPS 86.08.10 
MUKER (North Yorkshire/England) - Anglican theologian Mark Gibbs, a champion 
of the ministry of lay people, especially in their work in the world, died at 
his home here (30 June) after a long illness. He founded and directed the 
Audenshaw Foundation, to further his work. From 1954-85 he chaired the 
international committee of the German Kirchentag. He was active in a variety 
of lay movements, particularly in Europe and North America. — EPS 


Taiwan Christians study ecology and pollution issues EPS 86.08.11 
TAIPEI - About 70 church leaders in Taiwan - Roman Catholic, Anglican, 
Reformed (Presbyterian), and Lutheran - met to discuss ecology and pollution 


issues at a seminar at Fu Jen Catholic University. According to a report (23 
July) in "Asia Lutheran News," the seminar considered “the need for the 
establishment of a Christian coordination center to provide information for 


Christians about pollution and econolgy issues." - EPS 
Chinese-speaking Lutherans ordain first female pastors EPS 86.08.12 


KOTA KINABALU (Sabah/Malaysia) - The Basel Christian Church of Malaysia is 
reportedly the first Chinese-speaking Lutheran denomination to ordain women. 
In Asia, there are also ordained Lutherans in Japan and Indonesia. — EPS 


Wang heads Lausanne Committee for World Evangelization EPS 86.08.13 
AMSTERDAM - Thomas Wang is the new international director of the Lausanne 


Committee for World Evangelization, beginning next January. He directed the 
first Chinese Congress on World Evangelization, in 1976. The Second 
International Congress on World Evangelization is to be held in July 1989. 
Like the first, it is to be in Lausanne, and is expected to attract about 6000 
people. — EPS 


Anglican priest says ANC ties prompted his firing EPS 86.08.14 
HARARE - A white New Zealand Anglican priest, Michael Lapsley, has been told 


to leave his mostly black parish in Mbare, a suburb of the Zimbabwean capital, 
by the Anglican bishop here, Peter Hatendi. The bishop, who is black, was not 
available for comment. Lapsley said his ties to the African National 
Congress, the principal military opposition to the South African government, 
led to his dismissal, He said he declined offers from the bishop of a parish 
in an affluent suburb, or of airfare to New Zealand, South Africa, or 
England. He said he has taken his case to the governemnt labor ministry 


because "my contract says I should be given at least six months’ notice, and 
this has not been followed." - EPS 


British church reps to meet on alcohol EPS 86.08.15 
LONDON - An ecumenical consultation on alcohol, organised by the Churches 


Council on Alcohol and Drugs, is expected to attract British Anglican, Roman 
Catholic, Methodist, and United (URC) leaders (here, 4 December). - EPS 


Nicaragua's RC bishops appeal for support EPS 86.08.16 
MANAGUA - The Roman Catholic bishops of Nicaragua have issued a three-page 


letter to fellow bishops around the world outlining increased "pressure and 
threats" from the government. The appeal, dated 7 July but released later in 
the month, comes after the government refused to allow Bismarck Carballo, a 
top aide to Miguel Cardinal Obando y Bravo, the Roman Catholic archbishop 
here, to return after a trip to Europe. It also expelled Pablo Antonio Vega, 
vice-president of the bishops' conference. The government said he was 
expelled for political activities, notably celebrating a mass in Honduras 
attended by military opponents of the Nicaraguan government. The Nicaraguan 
bishops appeal for “prayers and solidarity." They say government officials 

try to separate loyal priests from their bishops "by means of flattery or 
threats," and encourage church members to become informers. They also decry 
censorship of church statements, and restrictions on church broadcasting.- EPS 


Mary Queen of Scots stamp 'too controversial' EPS 86.08.17 
LONDON - The UK post office board has rejected a proposal for a special stamp 
to mark the 400th anniversary (8 February 1987) of the execution of Queen Mary 
of Scotland, who had been held captive for many years by Queen Elizabeth of 
England. The board said the execution is not a “happy event" and "the 
character and story of Mary Queen of Scots still arouses religious 
controversy."' Mary unsuccessfully opposed reform in the church in Scotland. 
Elizabeth supported church reform in England. —- EPS 


Overseas Anglicans saddened by English vote on women EPS 86.08.18 
LONDON - The decision of the General Synod of the [Anglican] Church of England 
not to allow women ordained as Anglican priests in other countries to 
officiate legally as priests in England brought expressions of sadness from 
leading bishops of Anglican denominations which ordain women. Presiding 
Bishop Edmond Lee Browning of the [US-based] Episcopal Church said he is "very 
saddened,"' and that the decision would be taken as questioning the validity of 
the women's ordinations. Archbishop Michael Peers of the Anglican Church of 
Canada said he is very disappointed. Archbishop-elect Brian Davis of the 
Church of the Province of New Zealand called the English decision "a tragedy 
for the unity of the Anglican Communion." 


End of Romanian Lutheran denomination seen EPS 86.08.19 
SIBIU/HERMANNSTADT (Romania) - During a meeting with a group of ecumenical 


visitors last month, Bishop Albert Klein of the Evangelical [Lutheran] Church 
of the Augsburg Confession said that if the present rate of emigration by 
Transylvanian Saxons (ethnic Germans) continues, the ethnic group and his 
denomination will cease to exist in Romania in the next quarter century. He 
noted that 31 of the denomination's 125 pastors have applied for emigration 
permits. Nonetheless, Klein said, the denomination has resolved to continue 
its service as best it can. - EPS 


Middle East Council of Churches sponsors work/study camp EPS 86.08.20 
AYIA NAPA (Cyprus) - The Middle East Council of Churches sponsored a two-week 


work/study camp last month for 28 young people from Europe, North America, and 
the Middle East. The group spent much time refurbishing a former monastery 
here, now used as an ecumenical conference and study centre. [A feature story 
about the camp is available from MECC/Larry Ekin, Box 4259, Limassol, Cyprus. ] 
- EPS 


Strasbourg Institute takes ecumenical look at liberation theology EPS 86.08.21 
STRASBOURG (France) - More than 100 people attended a 10-day seminar on 
liberation theology last month sponsored by the Institute for Ecumenical 
Research here. The seminar included discussion of the possible ecumenical 
contribution of liberation theology, and of criticisms often made of it. - EPS 


Lutheran-Oriental Orthodox dialogue in India EPS 86.08.22 
NAGERCOIL (India) - Lutherans and Oriental Orthodox in India have released an 
ll-point statement on ministry, a result of their discussions of the 1982 
ecumenical BEM text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry. The statement 
praises the BEM ministry section as a "tremendous advance toward growing 


together in Christian unity." Both traditions agreed with BEM that "the 
three-fold ministry of bishop, presbyter, and deacon may serve today eke an 
expression of the unity we seek, and also as a means of achieving it. The 


Indian statement emphasizes collegiality in ministry, and the unrepeatable 
character of ordination. It says Christian congregations in India could 
better become sharing communities by following models from the ahsram movement 
in India or basic Christian communities in Latin America. Noting differences 
of opinion on the ordination of women, the dialogue agreed to take them up at 
its meeting next month (19-20 September). - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Emilio Castro: "Sermon for the Potsdam Meetings" EPS 86.08.23 


This is excerpted from the sermon given at worship marking the opening of a 
series of World Council Meetings in Potsdam (GDR), 13-20 July (EPS 86.08.02). 
Castro is general secretary of the WCC. 


We have come from the four corners of the earth to meet here in Potsdam. We 
speak more than a hundred different languages. We live in diverse cultures and 
under different political and social systems. What is it that brings us 
together; what is the purpose of our meeting? What is this gathering for? 


The passage of scripture that was read [I Corinthians 2:1-5] shows us the 
Apostle Paul giving an account of his ministry to the church in Corinth. He 
says that he wanted to do one thing only: to think about, to preach and to 
follow Jesus Christ, especially Jesus Christ crucified. Today we can say 
exactly the same: we are here because of a name which is the focus of our 
interest and loyalty - Jesus of Nazareth. 


It may seem odd that all the hard work of organising this has been inspired by 
the memory of a figure from the past. Are there still people who can afford 
the luxury of living in the light of events that happened many years ago and 
whose historical truth is still a subject of debate? Will it turn out to be 
the case that the Christian churches are merely antiquaries, keepers of the 
museum of the past, living in accordance with an old tale in order to escape 
from the realities of the present? 


Might it not also appear that we are afraid of the age of freedom, in which 
contemporary human beings affirm the supremacy of reason, the autonomy of that 
which is human, the absence of any other power to circumscribe their own 
being? By invoking the name of Jesus Christ, won't we Christians be guilty of 
behaving childishly, of maintaining a state of dependence which does not set 
man free for authentic action? 


Or if we like, we might put the question more bluntly still: at the very time 
when the world is divided into large power blocs in which ideologies are 
fighting to win human hearts and minds, at the very time when military might 
is reaching crazy levels - is it still possible to speak about Jesus Christ 
and think that his name, his life, can have any effect on human destiny? 


It seems odd that we are meeting to think about, to talk about, to worship 
Jesus Christ. And yet in a world gone mad, perhaps the foolishness of 
asserting the importance of Jesus Christ's life, death, and resurrection may 
be a necessary counter-madness. Just as we set fire to the forest in order to 
fight fires, so also we should invoke the foolishness of a name, a life, Jesus 


of Nazareth, in order to call a halt to the follies that dominate our 
contemporary world. .. 


We remember, not as a pilgrimage into the past, but as en existential, 
present, contemporary experience, The life that is set before us in the 
gospel narrative, the tradition that has been handed down to us over the 


centuries, reaches us with such a power of communication that it forces us to 
face up to fundamental problems of our human existence. 


This remembrance has made itself a present reality, and becomes an invitation 
to follow him, to march alongside him on his own pilgrimage of proclaiming 
God's holy and liberating good will, and denouncing all the restraints that 
are put upon human beings. ... Let us proceed to our intellectual endeavors 

seeking Christ's word for the contemporary situation. But that task will be 


possible only insofar as we concentrate on th 
! e remembrance and the presence of 
Jesus of Nazareth who died and rose again. - EPS ; 
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EPS coverage is planned of the regional ecumenical assemblies next month in 
Europe, the Caribbean, and the Pacific, and of a World Consultation on 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service scheduled by the World Council of 
Churches in Cyprus, 19-26 November. About 300 church leaders, development- 
agency representatives, and workers in local church-aid projects are expected 
for the Cyprus meeting, which is open to journalists. Any interested in 
attending can contact WCC/Monique McClellan, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


An International Christian Media Conference is scheduled in  Flevohof 


(Netherlands) 13-17 October. Theme of the meeting is “partners in 
communication". About 500 participants from 60 countries involved in all 
forms of Christian and general media are expected. Information is available 


from ICMC, Box 220, NL-3970-AE Driebergen, Netherlands. 
New from the Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WC1X OEL): 


An article (30 July) on the setting aside of the trial of four white 
South African soldiers accused of murdering a black Namibian civilian, 
Fans Uapota. The trial was set aside after South African President P.W. 
Botha ruled that it was “in the national interest that the proceedings 
not continue." 


Rolf Bromme of Swedish Church Information (S:t Eriksgatan 63, S-ll12 34 
Stockholm) has available an article on the election of Zolt4n KAaldy as 
presiding bishop of the Lutheran Church in Hungary in 1958. The article makes 
the case that the election was illegal. 


Information from WCC/CICARWS (Box 66, CH-121l Geneva 20) A situation 
report (no. 2, 1 August) on floods in Bolivia, Peru, and Argentina, an 
emergency appeal (31 July) for 540,700 US dollars to help relief efforts in 
South China following Typhoon Peggy, a situation report (no. 3, 31 July) on 
the Sudan emergency. 


The Office of Communication of the American Lutheran Church (422 South 5th 
Street, Minneapolis MN 55415 USA) has an article available on a three-week 
trip to China by 30 US Lutherans. 


The Conference of European Churches (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has published 
“The Reception of BEM in the European Context", a report of four CEC study 
consultations in 1984-85 on the 1982 ecumenical text on baptism, eucharist, 
and ministry. Number 17 in the CEC Occasional Papers series, ‘it costs 15 
Swiss francs and is available in French, German, and English. 


The Caribbean Conference of Churches (Box 616, Bridgetown, Barbados) has 


available a socio-historical analysis of itself by the late Robert W.M. 
Cuthbert. It is called “Ecumenism and Development". 


“what Do We Mean By Dialogue", an overview of six types of interfaith 
dialogue (parliamentary, institutional, theological, in community, spiritual, 
inner) by Diana Eck, moderator of the Sub-unit on Dialogue of the World 
Council of Churches, is available from WCC/Dialogue, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 
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METHODISTS, ROMAN CATHOLICS Ecumenical Press 
MOVE TOWARD CHURCH STATEMENT Service 86.08.24 


NAIROBI - The international Methodist-Roman Catholic dialogue group has 
prepared a report, "Towards a Statement on the Church", covering issues such 
as the nature of belief, sacraments, ministry structures, and "the Petrine 
office". It says both traditions are "committed to a vision that includes the 
goal of full communion in faith, mission, and sacramental life". 


Speaking of the papacy, the commission agrees that "a universal primacy might 
well serve as focus of and minsitry for the unity of the whole church. It 
would not be inconceivable that at some future date in a restored unity, Roman 
Catholic and Methodist bishops might be linked in one episcopal college, and 
that the whole body would recognize some kind of effective leadership and 
primacy in the bishop of Rome." In that case, it says, Methodists might 
justify their recognition on "different grounds" than Roman Catholics now do. 


As for "papal infallibility", the document says Methodists' problems with the 
concept arise especially as it "seems to imply a discernment of truth which 
exceeds the capacity of sinful human beings". However, building on the 
Methodist understanding of "assurance" - that the evidence for salvation from 
God can "exclude all doubt" - the statement suggests Methodists ask whether 
the church, like individuals, "might by the working of the Holy Spirit receive 
as a gift from God ... an assurance concerning its grasp of the fundamental 
doctrines of the faith such as to exclude all doubt, and whether the teaching 
Ministry of the church has a special and divinely-guided part to play in this." 


Considering the place of the Methodist tradition within a future united 
church, the report suggests a possible answer in the relative freedom of Roman 
Catholic religious orders like the Benedictines and Franciscans, which "relate 
in different ways to the authority of pope and bishops. Such relative 
autonomy has a recognized place within the unity of the church." 


The group's study plans for the next five years include sacramental ministry, 
ordination and apostolic succession, and "Mary and the church". Its previous 
reports were on eucharist, ministry, and authority (Denver, 1971), 
spirituality, eucharist, and ministry (Dublin, 1976), and moral decisions and 
authority (Honolulu, 1981). - EPS 


NICARAGUAN CHURCH AGENCY Ecumenical Press 
ASKS PRAYER AND FASTING Service 86.08.25 


MANAGUA - In a letter to "the peoples and churches of the world", the General 
Assembly of CEPAD - the [Nicaraguan] Evangelical Committee for Aid to 
Development - is calling for a "World Day of Prayer for Peace in Nicaragua" 15 
September, anniversary of Nicaragua's independence from Spain. CEPAD asks 
prayer "that the war imposed on Nicaragua will stop, and peace will be 
achieved", It urges Christians in other countries to respond to its plea from 
"a people being slaughtered by foreign aggression", a reference to US support 
for forces fighting the Nicaraguan government. 


The assembly also okayed a letter to evangelical Christians in Nicaragua, 
announcing a campaign of prayer, fasting, and Bible study in response to the 
"war of aggression planned and financed by the government of the United 
States" which has cost 15,000 dead, 250,000 displaced people, and a billion US 
dollars in economic damage. 


CEPAD includes support from 40 denominations and church groups, including 
Baptists, Moravians, Anglicans, and Pentecostals. - EPS 


BISHOPS MEET GANDHI ON Ecumenical Press 
DALIT DISCRIMINATION Service 86.08.26 


NEW DELHI - The situation of Christians of dalit origin (castes listed in the 
Indian constitution as having been discriminated against) was among issues 
discussed by a delegation of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of India (CBCI) 
with Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi (July 18), according to the Christian 
news agency SAR, based here. 


The bishops told the prime minister that though the church does not approve of 
caste divisions, converts to Christianity from dalit castes continue to suffer 
social and economic discrimination. Therefore, they said, dalit converts 
should be given the same benefits (such as some guaranteed seats in Parliament 
and educational institutions) as are available to dalits of other religions. 
Currently, dalits lose such benefits if they become Christians, on grounds 
that Christianity does not sanction caste distinctions. 


The visiting delegation included CBCI President Simon Pimenta, archbishop of 
Bombay, Vice-President Benedict Mar Gregorios, archbishop of Trivandrum, 
Secretary-General Alan de _ Lastic, bishop of Lucknow, and Deputy 
Secretary-general Saturnino Dias, a priest. 


The prime minister heard from them of the church's grievances on refusal of 
resident permits for foreign missionaries, and curbs on transfer of foreign 
money into India. Gandhi was reported sympathetic about old missionaries who 
had spent more than 25 years in the country and would be strangers in the 
country of their origin if forced to return there. 


The delegation discussed the country's new education policy, now being 
drafted. They said the country's deep religiosity must be stressed. They 
said they appreciate the need to develop spiritual, material and cultural 
resources, and Gandhi said he appreciates the church's role in education. 


The bishops also thanked Gandhi for the government's co-operation and help 
during the visit of Pope John Paul II to India last February. - EPS 


CHINESE OFFICIAL REAFFIRMS Ecumenical Press 
VIEW OF RELIGION AS 'OPIUM' Service 86.08.27 


HONG KONG - Writing in the theoretical journal of the Chinese Communist Party, 
Hongqi (Red Flag), the vice director of the United Front Department of the 


State Council, Jiang Ping, reaffirmed a traditional Marxist view that religion 
is "the opium of the people". 


The United Front formulates China's policy on religion. Citing Marx, Engels, 
and Lenin, Jiang observed that "socialist society does not need to use 
religion, nor does it need to promote religion". 


exit year, at a meeting of the Chinese Peoples' Political Consultative 

mmittee, Zhao Fusan, a Christian who is director of the National Academy of 
Social Sciences in Beijing, Suggested that it is time to recognize the 
positive contribution of religion to culture through literature, art, music, 
and architecture, as well as philosophy, customs, and lifestyles. He 
concluded that the axiom about religion as opium is obsolete. 


Jiang wrote that communists are atheists " i ; ot 

: : sts who "do not believe in religion, but 
firmly believe that religion will eventually wither away". He cnitedt for 
greater efforts to educate people about "the objective laws of religion's 
origin, growth, and decline". - EPS 


BRITISH METHODISTS Ecumenical Press 
URGE SA SANCTIONS Service 86.08.28 


STOKE-ON-TRENT (England) - The British Methodist Conference, meeting here, 
called on the UK government to head off catastrophic violence in South Africa 
by agreeing to comprehensive, global, mandatory sanctions. 


After a full debate - in which one of the speakers was Gladstone Baai, a 
brother-in-law of jailed South African leader Nelson Mandela - a 'policy 
statement’ was passed by the conference. As well as calling for sanctions, 


the seven-point statement affirms the conference's judgement that the church, 
its institutions, and members should avoid investment in companies and banks 
with a substantial involvement in South Africa. 


A report on civil disobedience which set out divergent and distinctive 
positions within Methodism on the nuclear issue and levels of obedience to the 
law was accepted by the conference and commended for study. One part of the 
report is addressed to those who practise civil disobedience and to those who 
never would. The chairman of the report's working party, Ivor Jones, said it 
asks for a voluntary limitation of freedom for the sake of the Christian 
community - "that civil disobedience should be seen, in our relatively 
democratic and relatively open society, as a very exceptional response". 


"The Ministry of the People of God" report which recommends establishment of a 
new lay order (the Methodist Order for Mission and Ministry), the development 
of team leadership at congregational, circuit, and district levels, and 
development in the ordained ministry, including local ordained ministers, was 
warmly welcomed and commended by the conference. However, implementation was 
delayed a year to allow wider consultation. 


The question of whether children should be able to receive holy communion, and 
if so in what circumstances, proved divisive, and the debate on the report 
"Children and Holy Communion" led to a decision to receive rather than adopt 
the report. Final decision on the issue was delayed at least a year. — EPS 


WORSHIP WORKSHOP Ecumenical Press 
MEETS IN AFRICA Service 86.08.29 
HARARE - About two dozen participants from Africa were expected to meet here 


(9-18 August) with facilitators from Zimbabwe (Patrick Matsikenyiri), West 
Germany (Dieter Trautwein), Argentina (Pablo Sosa), and Taiwan (I-To Loh) for 
a workshop focusing on worship, especially music, in the church in Africa. 


The first such workshop, sponsored by the World Council of Churches, focused 
on Europe. It met in Odense (Denmark) in August 1985. Aim of the series, 
under the auspices of the WCC Sub-Unit on Renewal and Congregational Life, 1s 
to "help local churches experience renewal in worship by drawing on gifts from 
the worldwide church." 


The workshop agenda here included opening greetings by Herbert i ples who 
chairs the country's Heads of Denominations group, and discussions of blocks 
and breakthroughs" in the renewal of congregational worship life in sgh aes 
Sessions were planned on "making worship African and universal". Members fe) 

one local congregation were scheduled to work with bball al participants to 
prepare Sunday worship based on the ecumenical "Lima liturgy" of 1982. 


i ders were to travel to the 
ig the workshop here, some of its lea 
bee otkthmehieel Foundation in Zambia for a four-day workshop for Abaus 50 
youth leaders from all over Africa and Zambian church representatives. 


OLD CATHOLICS GATHERING FOR Ecumenical Press 
24TH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS Service 86.08.30 


MUNSTER (FRG) - Members and friends of one of the world's smaller Christian 
traditions - Old Catholicism - are to meet here (26-30 August) for the 24th 
International Old Catholic Congress. The theme for the meeting is "Witness 
and Service in the World". 


Three major presentations are planned (27 August): "Old Catholicism - a Model 
for Ecumenism" (Hans Frei, Berne, Switzerland); "Ecumenical Solidarity Instead 
of Confessional Confrontation" (Govaert Kok, Rotterdam, Netherlands); and "A 
Living Church is a Sharing Church" (Ilse Brinkhues, Bonn, FRG). 


After the presentations, congress participants are to form about 20 discussion 
groups for much of the rest of the congress. 


Three streams which separated from Roman Catholicsm have flowed into 
contemporary Old Catholicism - an 18th-century Dutch group associated with 
Jansenism (a movement condemned by popes in 1653 and 1713); groups in Austria, 
Switzerland, and Germany which, in the 1870s, did not accept the decrees on 
papal infallibility and jurisdiction of Vatican Council I; and a Polish group 
in North America which formed the Polish National Catholic Church there (and 
subsequently in Poland) about the turn of this century. 


The “World Christian Encyclopaedia" estimates there are about 450,000 Old 
Catholics in the world. The "first among equals" among Old Catholic bishops 
is the archbishop of Utrecht, currently Antonius Jan Glazemaker. 


On the basis of the Bonn Agreement of 1931, portions of Old Catholicism and 
Anglicanism are in communion with each other. 


In a resume of Old Catholic history, Frei also noted Old Catholic 

participation in the World Council of Churches, and predecessor movements; Old 

Catholic dialogue with Eastern Orthodoxy; and the "Zurich Notes" drafted by 

are emir and Old Catholic representatives after Vatican Council II 
1962-65). 


Later, the world's Old Catholic bishops, while reiterating objections to 
Vatican I decrees about the pope, declared their agreement with the historic 
primacy among bishops which the bishop of Rome has enjoyed. 


Kok said small Christian churches have much to gain by ecumenical involvement, 
not least because it gives them the chance to "take up problems related to 
church and society, problems which we would never otherwise have the courage 
to tackle, because we lack the expertise and the size". 


But, he said, small churches not only receive in their ecumenical relations, 


but also "can often develop a community life, or structures, which can be 
models for others." 


Brinkhues insisted that "no parish is too little, no Christian too poor" to 


help those in need And that sh i i i y 
, > , p t wa to witness to 


She said this pattern of Christians joining spoken testimony and a witness of 
service is not new, recalling that Irish and Scottish monks who came to 
evangelize continental Europe more than a thousand years ago were agricultural 
experts and artisans as well as preachers. Their efforts, she recalled, meant 
considerable improvement in the quality of life of Europeans of that era. +.Bneo 


SOUTHERN AFRICAN CHURCH REPS Ecumenical Press 
APPEAL ON SA 'STATE TERRORISM' Service 86.08.31 


HARARE (Steve Askin) - Leaders representing national councils of churches 
(NCCs) in 10 southern African nations appealed at a conference here (14-16 
July) for international help, including economic sanctions, to protect their 
people against "South African state terrorism". The conference them was "the 
role of the church in the liberation process". 


The NCCs of South Africa, Namibia, Angola, Botswana, Lesotho, Mozambique, 
Swaziland, Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe, asked the church in Europe and North 
America to "work in concert" against apartheid, South Africa's system of race 
separation with white supremacy. 


Their closing statement said many of southern Africa's 100 million people 
suffer from "fear and terror" spread by South African military attacks on 
independent neighbours, and its policy of "destabilization, detentions, 
killings, and wholesale slaughter". 


Economic progress is blocked, they said, because millions of people "are 
reduced to poverty and despair while hundreds of thousands are displaced and 
intimidated". They emphasized that the region's "suffering people" are 
“ready for any necessary sacrifices which might arise when economic sanctions 
are applied" and urged the US, UK, FRG (West Germany) and Switzerland "to stop 
their delaying tactics and manipulations which presume to speak for the people 
of Africa on the question of sanctions", 


In an interview after the meeting, South African Council of Churches General 
Secretary Beyers Naudé said state-of-emergency rules had virtually "crippled" 
the SACC. It is even "very difficult to pray" for detained church workers, 
he noted, because revealing their names is illegal. (According to the 
London-based South Africa Crisis Information group, at least 50 people 
associated with SACC have been detained.) 


Though the emergency has reduced "unrest" in the short run, Naudé predicts it 
will ultimately fail because the government is "tightening the screws of the 
lid and stoking the fire underneath, until eventually there must be an 
explosion somewhere". 


Naudé, who arrived in Harare after the deliberations on sanctions ended, noted 
that he could not speak on that issue because advocating sanctions is now a 
crime punishable by ten years in jail and a fine of 20,000 South African rand. 


He addressed sanctions indirectly by urging concerned Christians to study the 
SACC's June 1985 resolution on the subject. That statement backs divestment 
and selective sanctions. He also referred to the conclusions of the 
Commonwealth Eminent Persons Group as "objective, well-founded", without 
noting that the EPG endorsed "economic measures" against South Africa. 


He felt freer to talk on regional issues and said the US and South Africa have 
"no right" to intervene in Angola on the side of Jonas Savimbi. And he said 
the US policy of “constructive engagement" leads the vast majority of South 
Africans to view the US "with a deepening sense of suspicion, of distrust, of 
anger, feeling they have been exploited for the selfish interests of the 
United States - military and economic and political". 


Naudé appealed for a change of heart among conservative Christians who reject 
the ANC (and other anti-apartheid groups) as "communist". He said reaction 
against "the Marxist challenge to economic injustice has led some to ignore 
"Christ's demands for us to stand on the side of the poor". - EPS 


INTERRELIGIOUS COUNCIL CALLS Ecumenical Press 
FOR SANCTIONS AND DISARMAMENT Service 86.08.32 


BEIJING - The 65-member International Council of the World Conference on 
Religion and Peace, meeting for six days in late June, called on the US and 
USSR to complete a comprehensive test ban treaty, and urged the trading 
partners of South Africa to "join in the imposition of economic sanctions". 


The council was invited here by the five major organized religious bodies of 
China. Its members, from about 30 countries, worshipped in temples, mosques, 
and churches, and were entertained by Chinese Vice-President Wu Lan Fu. 


The council, meeting nearly two years after the WCRP Fourth Assembly in 
Nairobi, noted “little progress ... in the world's search for a just and 
lasting peace". It said it still waited for “meaningful results of the 
conversations between the US and the USSR on arms limitations". It also 
noted regional conflicts which continue between Iraq and Iran, in Lebanon and 
the remainder of the Middle East, the Sudan, Central America, Sri Lanka, the 
Punjab (in India) and Kampuchea. 


Theme for the meeting here was “Peace through Work and Prayer". Noting that 
prayer is a source of spiritual energy, the council said its theme challenges 
WCRP members to apply their best efforts to achieve peace and justice. 


On disarmament the council said: “Immediate goals must include support for a 
moratorium on all nuclear tests and the negotiation of a comprehensive test 
ban treaty and the avoidance of the projection of the arms race into outer 
Space by the research, testing and deployment of weapons there. Also of 
urgent concern is the need for states to abandon the development of biological 
and chemical weapons. First steps in confidence-building such as _ the 
designation of nuclear-free zones should be encouraged.” 


The council regretted deferral of a conference on the relation between 
disarmament and development. It called disarmament "the most promising origin 


of the resources so desperately needed to relieve human misery through 
development”. 


The council's message to its global membership said "the suffering resulting 
from the killings and destruction of homes [by government forces] is 
intolerable". It urged that the African National Congress be unbanned 
immediately and its imprisoned leaders released. It asked WCRP members to 


exert their influence on South Africa's trading partners to join in the 
imposition of economic sanctions. 


In Asia, the conflict in Sri Lanka and the division of Korea were judged by 
the council as two areas of tension and conflict needing urgent attention. It 
commended efforts to reunite separated families, and to promote freer 
omens RAO and said it looked forward to the peaceful reunification of the 

rean people on the entire peninsula. Discrimination against untouchables in 
South Asia is another threat to peace, the council said. 


In its educational Programme the council called for a _ peace-education 
ap gee to include the subjects of disarmament, development, and human 
ights. It advocated the promotion of peace education through a network of 
selected peace institutes, departments of peace education within universities, 


and specialized —— 
: eB programmes promoted b rel : . 
multi-religious basis. y 1gious organizations on a 


[A copy of the council's message to WCRP affiliates is available from WCRP, 
14, chemin Auguste-Vilbert, CH-1218 Grand-Saconnex, Switzerland.] - EPS ; 


ECUMENICAL, INTERNATIONAL CHURCH Ecumenical Press 


DEVELOPMENTS REPORTED IN NORWAY Service 86.08.33 
OSLO - The current (July) issue of Church of Norway News reports several 


church developments in this country with ecumenical and/or international 
implications. 


A proposal to establish an ecumenical committee on the Middle East, like 
those existing for southern Africa and Latin America, drew negative reactiin 
from the general secretary of the Norwegian Mission to Israel because "we fear 
that the political side of the matter will come in the forefront". Otto 
Hévik said the mission considers itself the representative of the [Lutheran] 
Church of Norway (NK) in the area, though the NK bishops have said the mission 
cannot act officially as_ such. Bishop Daoud Haddad of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Jordan, who recently visited Norway, has said Norwegian 
church does great harm to Middle East Christians by seeming to favour Israel. 


The NK theology commission says the "filioque clause" in the Nicene Creed 
can be omitted when Orthodox, who do not use the phrase (which confesses that 
the Holy Spirit proceeds "from the Son" as well as the Father), are 
participating in worship. However, the commission said it is too early to 
recommend dropping the phrase, which was not in the original version of the 
fourth-century creed. The NK bishops and synod are to study the question 
later in the year. 


In other lLutheran-Orthodox developments, students at the Evangelical 
Lutheran Free Church college in Stavern donated an altar table for an Eastern 
Orthodox congregation in Lebanon, at the urging of a Lutheran Free Church 
chaplain with the Norwegian contingent of the UN Force in Lebanon. He has 
been ministering the people in the war-torn area. 


When the country's only permanent Orthodox church, housed in a Lutheran church 
basement here, was destroyed by fire, pastors urged Lutheran assistance for 
the group of 600 parishioners, mostly refugees and immigrants from Eastern 
Europe. The fire destroyed numerous old icons, vestments, and other valuables. 


Under the auspices of the NK foreign relations council, NK parishes and 
dioceses may soon establish links, including annual exchanges, with their 
Evangelical (Lutheran, United) counterparts in the GDR (East Germany). The 
council expects soon to appoint a permanent committee on ecumenical 
co-operation and exchange. 


For the first time, an African church leader participated in an NK bishop's 
consecration. President Pierre Songsare of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
Cameroon, read a lesson at the consecration of Bishop Bjgrn Bue of Stavanger 
diocese. Bue is a former missionary in Cameroon. 


General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches, reflecting 
on a visit to Norway in June, says he found there "clear support for the 
ecumenical cause and for what the WCC represents". He said Norwegian church 
openness to the rest of the world is illustrated by the large number of 
Norwegian missionaries overseas, and the "spectacular growth" of Norwegian 


Church Aid. 


Castro suggested that the experiences of the NK foreign mission societies and 
Norwegian Church aid should be brought together to allow for mutual correction 
and learning. According to a Church of Norway News report, "the only areas of 
concern to Norwegian WCC critics at the moment appear to be interfaith 


dialogue and, to a certain extent, the organization's Eastern bloc policies." 


7 EPS 


Kenyan president gives church leaders advice , EPS 86.08.34 
NAIROBI - Meeting a group of Kenyan Anglicans, Kenyan President Daniel arap 
Moi said church leaders should set a good example and concentrate on offering 
spiritual services to people without seeking undue publicity or engaging in 
unnecessary controversies. He said that if clergy get involved in controversy, 
people lose confidence in them. He said the government welcomes constructive 
criticism, provided it is maturely offered and does not depress people. - EPS 


Glasgow Reformed cathedral says no to mass EPS 86.08.35 
GLASGOW - The minister of the Glasgow cathedral, a parish of the [Re formed ] 
Church of Scotland, has turned down a request from the Roman Catholic 
archbishop here that the eucharist be celebrated there under Roman Catholic 
auspices as part of celebrations of the building's 850th anniversary. In a 
letter of reply, William Morris told Thomas Winning that cathedral authorities 
think "such a celebration would arouse violent and vociferous hostility in 
which we ourselves would not share, and with which we would have little 
sympathy, although we appreciate some of the motivation of it". Morris said 
Reformed-Roman Catholic eucharistic sharing would be much more significant, 
and would “more realistically" achieve the liberation from history Winning 
mentioned as a reason he proposed the mass. The building's anniversary is to 
be marked instead by an ecumenical service with Reformed, Anglican, and Roman 
Catholic participation. - EPS 


Danish Pentecostals step up tv efforts EPS 86.08.36 
hebactocdedelalt Bch ee eh ad id aA RS IS toh atl at nn 
COPENHAGEN - "Church News from Denmark" (July) reports that Danish 


Pentecostals, though their congregations have only about 5000 members, are 
spending 7 million US dollars on television equipment to increase their 
television evangelism efforts. - EPS 


Attendance up for Danish Church Days EPS 86.08.37 
ESBJERG (Denmark) - About 2000 people gathered here for Danish Church Days 
last month, more than for previous such events, which began 18 years ago. 
Active politicians were among those participating in a panel on “work and 
identity". Upwards of 90 church groups, organisations, and individuals gave 
information about themselves in a "market of opportunities", which covered 
such areas as overseas missions, youth and children's work, ecology, and the 
armed services. South Africa and Central America were on the meeting's 
agenda, as was Ethiopia. In connection with the latter, participants planted 
200 trees, and began collecting money for a planting project there with a goal 
of 20,000 trees. There were an estimated 50-60 opportunities for worship 
during the week, with some repeated because of the numbers interested. — EPS 


20 US religious groups ask end to ties with Vatican EPS 86.08.38 


WASHINGTON - A score of religious organizations has asked the Supreme Court to 
end US-Vatican diplomatic ties. Among those joining in the court brief are 
the National Council of Churches, National Association of Evangelicals, 
Americans United for the Separation of Church and State, and two, small, 
unofficial Roman Catholic organizations - National Coalition of American Nuns, 
and National Association of Laity. The groups say the 1984 establishment of 
relations violates the US constitutional ban on establishing religion. - EPS 


AETGE SPT Tee issue in papal visit to Australia EPS 86.08.39 
ALICE SPRINGS Australia - The Aboriginal Arts Board is asking the Vatican to 
eta peeltelderd artifacts it has. Otherwise, it says, there could be 
an ober: during the pope's visit to this Aboriginal centre (29 November) 
Be a en Australian tour. US-based Religious News Service says 
rath officials at Australian mission agencies have said privately that return 

any artifacts from Rome could create an embarrassing precedent" because of 


possible similar demands from "any one of h i inori 
with grievances about eotonialiew®> - EPS ti Bn Nite oy 


US Quakers develop automated list of military contracts EPS 86.08.40 
PHILADELPHIA - The American Friends Service Committee has launched a new 
Pentagon Audit Project, to provide detailed listings of military contracts 
awarded to local companies and colleges in the US. The project is to help 
people determine what weapons systems are made in their area, and if companies 
in which they own stock do military-related work. Core of the research is to 
be an automated list of prime contracts of more than 25,000 US dollars awarded 
by the US defense department since the 1985 budget year. - EPS 


GDR Lutheran federation to continue till wider unity comes EPS 86.08.41 
SCHWERIN (GDR) - With three negative votes, the synod of the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in the [East] German Democratic Republic (VELK) 
adopted a "sense of the body" resolution affirming that its work on behalf of 
the three Lutheran Landeskirchen (regional churches) in the GDR_ should 
continue until they and the five United Landeskirchen complete efforts towards 
consolidation. The eight are currently grouped in the Federation of 
Evangelical Churches in the GDR (BEK). Earlier this year, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Saxony urged that VELK go out of business. The synod here 
chose Christoph Stier of Mecklenburg as VELK presiding bishop, succeeding 
Werner Leich of Thuringia, now BEK presiding bishop. - EPS 


GDR Evangelicals offer eucharist to Old Catholics EPS 86.08.42 
BERLIN - The Federation of Evangelical [United, Lutheran] Churches in the 
[East] German Democratic Republic (BEK) has recommended that GDR Old Catholics 
be invited to receive the eucharist under Evangelical auspices. The 


recommendation followed a series of dialogues with the Federation of the Old 
Catholic Church in the GDR. BEK observed that most of the estimated 1200 Old 
Catholics in the GDR are distant from a centre of Old Catholic congregational 
life. There have been similar Old Catholic-Evangelical dialogues and 
recommendations in West Germany (EPS 85.02.46,11.17). - EPS 


Theme for next Latin American ecumenical assembly announced EPS 86.08.43 
INDAIATUBA (Sao Paulo/Brazil) - Theme of the Second Assembly of the 


Quito-based Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI) is to be "The Church: 
Toward Hope in Solidarity". The meeting is to take place here, 28 October-2 
November 1988. - EPS 


Government minister on Hungarian Lutheran dispute EPS 86.08.44 
BUDAPEST - The chairperson of the Hungarian government's office for church 


affairs, Imre Miklos, has commented on a controversy in the Lutheran Church in 
Hungary after nine pastors and 10 laypeople sent a letter to Acting Presiding 
Bishop Gyula Nagy and to all its congregations urging extensive theological 
and practical reform. In a speech at the Lutheran seminary here, reported in 
the Hungarian Lutheran weekly "Evangelikus Elet", Mikos said "a few pastors 
... speak about the necessity of renewal in such a way as to threaten the 
unity of the church". Rather, he said, "we must work for renewal through the 
course that our state and the Lutheran church have mutually worked out over 
several decades". The critics' letter calls for election of church officials 
"“yithout alien influences", "theological pluralism", decentralization, 
increased lay participation in church life, re-establishment of a Lutheran 
grammar school, and a series of open conferences which would be a forum for 
dialogue. Nagy says most of what the critics ask is already in the church's 
programme. Miklos suggested that "the few" are taking advantage of a 
leadership vacuum caused by the long illness of LCH President Bishop Zoltan 
Kaldy, who suffered a stroke last December. — EPS 


Australian Council: of Churches is 40 EPS 86.08.45 
CANBERRA — About 120 people met here (3-8 July) for the General Assembly which 
marked the 40th anniversary of the Australian Council of Churches. - EPS 


Nordic bishops comment on government olicies on South Africa EPS 86.08.46 
UPPSALA/AALBORG (Sweden/Denmark) - Bertil Werkstrom, the Lutheran archbishop 
of Sweden, has criticized the Swedish government for its failure to impose 
full sanctions against South Africa. Werkstrém noted that Sweden's 
Scandinavian neighbours, Denmark and Norway, have agreed to much stronger 
measures against South Africa. Since 1979, Sweden has prohibited investments 
in South Africa and Namibia. The debate now concerns trade. In Denmark, 
Henrik Christiansen, the Lutheran bishop in Aalborg, said his contacts with 
the country's prime and foreign ministers produced "very clear and 
satisfactory answers" about Danish policy towards South Africa. - EPS 


RC bishops urge end to Philippine population-control program EPS 86.08.47 
MANILA - The conference of Roman Catholic bishops in the Philippines has urged 
the government to abandon its population-control program on grounds it has led 
to massive sterilization, abortion, and the corruption of human dignity. 
Conference leaders met with Philippine President Corazon Aquino (22 July) on 
the question. Most Filipinos are Roman Catholics. — EPS 


Government minister asks discussion of women as bishops in Norway EPS 86.08.48 
OSLO - Kirsti Kolle Grgndahl, the new Norwegian government minister of church 
and education, says the question of female bishops in the state-related 
[Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK) should be "discussed in general", and that a 
woman would be appointed "when the time is ripe". Her comments came after she 
told a tv journalist she would be happy to appoint a female bishop. The NK 

has ordained women as priests since 1961; the 25th anniversary of the first 
such ordination was marked earlier this year in the Lutheran cathedral here in 
a service attended by the king and many of the nearly 100 women ordained since 
then. In 1961, one bishop was willing to ordain women; now seven of the 11 
are, though the others cooperate with ordained women in their dioceses. - EPS 


Norwegian church commissions on ethical, social issues EPS 86.08.49 
OSLO - The social ethics commission of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK) 
says in vitro fertilization (to produce so-called test-tube babies) is 
acceptable only when offered to married couples, who themselves donate the 
sperm and ova. The NK international affairs commission (KISP) says Norway 
should oppose a US plan to begin producing chemical weapons, and should ask 
the Soviet Union to halt its production of them. In other statements, it asks 
increased Norwegian development assistance for Nicaragua, and more government 
attention to the problems of the Tamil minority in Sri Lanka. - EPS 


Norwegian bishops in human-dignity march EPS 86.08.50 
OSLO - Most bishops of the eacnatael Church of Norway (NK) joined a human- 
dignity march here recently, part of a national "Yes to Life" campaign. The 
estimated 13,000 marchers carried a petition to the Storting (Norwegian 
parliament) urging it to pass a law protecting human life from conception till 
death. Though the campaign covers several issues, opposition to abortions, of 
which there were an estimated 14,500 in Norway last year, was its focus. 
Three NK bishops who did not march said they feared “such a powerful and 
single-minded campaign" might renew polarisation which followed legalization 
of abortion - strongly opposed by the bishops - in the 1970s. - EPS 


Ecumenical youth message on sanctions against South Africa EPS 86.08.51 
GENEVA 
nations which met in London in early August urged them to approve “immediate 
+++ comprehensive economic sanctions" against South Africa. The message went 
on behalf of an ecumenical youth meeting on South Africa held in Harare last 
ee (EPS 86.07.16,17) from a committee representing Frontier Internship in 
1ssion, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World 


Council of Churches os 4 ; : 
YMCAs, and World Ywcé. ge Student Christian Federation, World Alliance of 


- An ecumenical message to representatives of the seven Commonwealth 


ECUVIEW/Tracy Early: "Letter from New York" EPS 86.08.52 


The church here joined in "Liberty Weekend" commemorating the 4 July 
centennial of the Statue of Liberty, but added to the general self- 
congratulatory spirit a note of warning that the nation has some distance yet 
to cover before its vision of liberty could be fulfilled. 


Chief Justice Warren Burger of the US Supreme Court, UN Ambassadors Vernon 
Walters of the US and Claude de Kemoularia of France (donor of the statue), 
New York Mayor Ed Koch, and other dignitaries inaugurated the festivities with 
a 3 July mass and bell ringing at St Patrick's Roman Catholic cathedral, 


John Cardinal O'Connor, Roman Catholic archbishop of New York, recounted the 
blessings of liberty found by millions of immigrants, but reminded hearers 
that the nation at times had abused the weak, and still faces the challenge of 
meeting needs of the homeless, handicapped and others. However crowded the 
mation becomes, he added, the Statue of Liberty should never turn its back on 
the needy seeking refuge. 


On the final day of the festivities - Sunday, 6 July - a service at the 
Anglican cathedral of St John the Divine tied the occasion to the current 
struggle for liberty in South Africa. Participants included Jewish, Muslim, 
Hindu, and Buddhist representatives. The sermon, "Where Liberty Must Now 
Shine", was delivered by Neo Mnumzana, chief of the African National Congress' 
observer mission to the _ UN. Countering a common charge of communist 
influence in the ANC, the cathedral Dean James Morton emphasized Mnumzana's 
membership in the Anglican "family". 


A Polish family, Ryszard and Magdalena Olesiak, with their sons Karol and 
Jakub, came in on the Queen Elizabeth II as symbols of new immigrants. Their 
resettlement was reportedly aided by officials of the World Council of 
Churches and Church World Service, refugee agency of the [US] National Council 
of Churches. 


When some ethnic groups complained of being overlooked in the national honors 
US President Ronald Reagan gave to 12 outstanding immigrants, Koch gave city 
honors to 86 others, including three Orthodox archbishops: lJIakovos (Greek), 
Philip Saliba (Antiochian) and Torkom Manoogian (Armenian). 


New York has welcomed several church visitors in recent weeks. An ecumenical 
group from New Zealand reported on interwoven efforts for unity in a planned 
new conference of churches, for justice in supporting rights of descendents of 
the country's original Maori people, and for peace in backing the government's 
anti-nuclear policy. Ernesto Cardinal Corripio of Mexico City came to report 
on church efforts in earthquake recovery, and appeal for continued help. 


Jean-Marie Cardinal Lustiger of Paris spent a couple of weeks visiting New 
York and other US cities. Lustiger, a Jew who converted to Christianity in 
his teens, spoke of possibilities for Christian-Jewish dialogue, and his hopes 
to improve church-state relations in France. 


New York has also heard church figures from Nicaragua taking pro and con 


positions on the Sandinista government. Uriel Molina, a Franciscan priest 
who directs a center which receives WCC support, said he gave the Sandinistas 
"critical" support as "a concrete way of transforming the country". Bishop 


Antonio Pablo Vega of Juigalpa, in remarks that apparently helped bring his 
expulsion from Nicaragua a short while later, denounced the Sandinistas as 
Marxist-Leninists, and said that although some contras were former supporters 


of Somoza, others were Indians defending "cultural rights" and farmers 


defending "their right to be owners of their land and their production". — EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Ecumenical Statement on Five Murders in Nicaragua" EPS 86.08.53 


This statement was issued by the Commission on the Churches' Participation in 
Development of the World Council of Churches, during its meeting in Managua 
(22 July-3 August) following the murder in Nicaragua of five civilians. The 
commission also met with Rene Nufiez, Nicaraguan government minister for 
religious affairs, and expressed “deep concern over the loss and destruction 
of life now being perpetrated against the civilian population and upon 
co-operative projects by the contra [anti-government] groups". 


The commission ... learned with great sadness and indignation of the brutal 
murder of five civilians from Nicaragua, the Federal Republic of Germany, 
France, and Switzerland on 28 July near the village of Wiwili in northern 
Nicaragua, carried out by counter-revolutionary groups. 


This commission therefore expresses its profound condolences and solidarity to 
the families of the victims, as well as to the entire people of Nicaragua 
which has endured so many such criminal attacks in recent years and against 
which the world ecumenical family is firmly opposed; its resolve to continue 
to work for peace and justice in the world and particularly in Nicaragua; its 
reaffirmation of the words of our Lord Jesus Christ: "The thief comes only to 
Steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it 
abundantly." (John: 10:10). - EPS 


ECUTEXT: “Theological Education Statement on South Africa" EPS 86.08.54 


This item was released following a consultation last month in Accra under the 
auspices of the Programme on Theological Education of the World Council of 
Churches, the West African Association of Theological Institutions, and the 
Department for the Study of Religions of the University of Ghana. 


As a body of 90 theological educators, church leaders and _ students 
predominantly from Africa, but also from every other continent ... we stand in 
solidarity with our brothers and sisters in South Africa in their oppression 
and in their struggle for liberation. As theologians, we condemn the 
continuing use by the white Dutch Reformed churches of Scripture and the 
traditions of the Christian religion to legitimate the denial of human, civil, 
or political rights to black South Africans and Namibians. We especially 
Protest the detention of some of our colleagues .... 


We note with dismay the inadequacy of the announced minimal reforms by the 
Botha regime. We applaud those African nations which led in boycotting the 
Commonwealth Games in Scotland in order to pressure the government of the 
United Kingdom into supporting economic sanctions against South Africa as a 
means of forcing the government of South Africa to dismantle apartheid. 


We are especially encouraged by the courageous leadership being exercised by 
youth and workers in the present vanguard of the struggle. We abhor the 
continuing complicity of North Atlantic governments in refusing to take 
piace action against the apartheid regime. We pledge ourselves and urge 
all nations to support the call of our South African and Namibian sisters and 
brothers for comprehensive sanctions against their own nations, which we 
regard as the only alternative to gross violence in the ending of apartheid. 


a these actions we still hope that the fleeting possibility for an end to 
Partheid without further bloodshed may yet be seized by the Pretoria 


government, and pray that God may soon bring j t 
ustice and freedom 
peoples of South Africa and Namibia. - EPS Fail a eit 
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EPS coverage is planned of the regional ecumenical assemblies next month in 
Europe, the Caribbean, and the Pacific, and of a World Consultation on 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service scheduled by the World Council of 
Churches in Cyprus, 19-26 November. 


About 300 church leaders, development-agency representatives, and workers in 
local church-aid projects are expected for the Cyprus meeting, which is open 
to journalists. Any interested in attending can contact WCC/Monique 
McClellan, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


An International Christian Media Conference is scheduled in Flevohof 
(Netherlands) 13-17 October. Theme of the meeting is “partners in 
communication". About 500 participants from 60 countries involved in all 
forms of Christian and general media are expected. Information is available 
from ICMC, Box 220, NL-3970-AE Driebergen, Netherlands. 


New from the Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WCLX OEL): 


An article (30 July) on the setting aside of the trial of four white 
South African soldiers accused of murdering a black Namibian civilian, 
Fans Uapota. The trial was set aside after South African President P.W. 
Botha ruled that it was “in the national interest that the proceedings 
not continue"™.. 


The WCC Christian Medical Commission (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
published proceedings of its 20-25 April meeting in Atlanta. It includes 
the director's report, and sections on justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation; health, healing, and wholeness; Aids and the church; church 
hospitals and primary health care; financing primary health care; and CMC 
priorities. 


Raymond Fung, WCC secretary for evangelism (Box 66, CH-121l Geneva 20) is 
looking for “stories about the movement of persons from no faith, or nominal 
faith, or other faiths, to faith in Jesus Christ" in socialist countries and 
“religiously plural settings." Fung says "they do not have to be success 
stories, or of dramatic and glamorous turns of events. They need simply be 
stories of faithfulness - to God, to the reality of the context, and to the 
persons with whom the gospel is shared." 


Material aid statistics for 1985 are available from the WCC inter-church aid 
commission (CICARWS , Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). The total value for 
commodity shipments sent through 20 agencies plus CICARWS was 116.6 million US 
dollars, compared to 99 million in 1984. The statistics include eight 
categories - clothing and footwear; agricultural equipment, tools, and seeds; 
administration and industry; medicines and medical equipment; food; shelters 

blankets, building; transport and vehicles; miscellaneous. 


The Caribbean Conference of Churches (Box 616, Bridgetown, Barbados) has 


available a socio-historical analysis of itself by the late Robert W.M. 
Cuthbert. It is called "Ecumenism and Development". 


a bg ask to be on the list, EPS headlines will be telexed to you. We pay 
Or that. You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. 


Next EPS deadlines: 8h00 GMT 11,14,26 August. (EPS appears about 40 times 
a year.) EPS printing: This issue, 12 August; next issue, 15 August, | 


WORLD METHODIST CONFERENCE: earlier story: Ecumenical Press 
RHETORIC, STRONG STATEMENTS EPS 86.08.07 Service 86.08.55 


NAIROBI (Robert Lear) - Massive doses of rhetoric were interspersed with 
strong statements on issues such as apartheid in South Africa [23-29 July, 


here], when about 3000 Christians of the Wesleyan tradition gathered for the 
15th World Methodist Conference. 


Almost two dozen sermons, theme addresses, "witnesses", Bible studies, along 
with small-group "tents of meeting", award acceptances, traditional Methodist 
singing and countless exhortations filled the days of a mild equatorial winter 
for delegates of 64 Methodist denominations from 90 countries. The sessions 
marked the first time in its 105-year history for the conference to be held in 
the southern hemisphere or in a developing country - a culture shock for some 
North Americans used to meeting in the US, Britain, Ireland, or Norway. 


These spiritual descendants of Anglican priest John Wesley gave their hearts 
for a weekend to another Anglican cleric, Archbishop-elect Desmond Tutu of 
South Africa. From the moment he stepped from the jumbo jetliner, Tutu, 
baptized as an infant by a British Methodist missionary, was usually 
surrounded by delegates and a press corps of 50 with cameras at the ready. 


The bishop attended an "Africa night" event and joined Kenya youth in a 
Spirited dance, shared in applauding a ringing sermon by United Methodist 
Bishop Leontine T. C. Kelly of San Francisco, jogged to an African beat at the 
head of a march through the streets of central Nairobi to an open-air 
evangelistic service, held countless meetings with reporters, and made one of 
the major conference addresses. In between, he held two meetings with South 
African refugees in Kenya, met with Kenyan president Daniel arap Moi, and 
shopped for gifts for his family. 


In his address, a biblical exposition, Tutu thanked Methodists "for your love, 
prayers, support and caring. It does make a difference." In a news 
conference, he said, "I no longer care what Mrs Thatcher thinks or President 
Regan thinks - my appeal is to the people in America. Indications are that 
Congress has the bit between its teeth." 


During Tutu's visit to the Methodist meeting, a resolution calling for 
comprehensive, "mandatory, monitored" economic sanctions against South Africa 
was passed almost without dissent by the 500-member World Methodist Council, 
parent body of the conference, an action then affirmed by the larger body. 


The statement calls on Methodist bodies around the world "to divest their 
funds immediately from corporations and banks that have direct or indirect 
ties to South Africa". Also called for is the unconditional release of 
Nelson Mandela and other political prisoners and detainees and the safe return 
home of South Africans in exile - including about 100 in Kenya. Member bodies 
are also asked to provide economic assistance to those who suffer loss because 
of economic sanctions imposed. 


Because of strictures imposed by the state of emergency in South Africa, an 
unspecified number of the 60-member delegation from the Methodist Church of 
Southern Africa were recorded as abstaining on the statement. The World 
Methodist Council instructed staff to monitor South African delegates’ return 
home and to take action if any were detained by authorities. 


In other actions, the council supported a freeze on the production, testing 
and deployment of nuclear weapons and their introduction into space. Another 
statement called for an independent and nuclear-free Pacific. - (over) 


methodist/2 


Significant progress was reported in dialogues between world Methodists and 
the Roman Catholic, Lutheran and Reformed traditions. A "social affirmation" 
for use in Methodist churches around the globe was approved. Also accepted 
was a theological statement for world Methodism, calling on Methodists 
everywhere to seek to discover and reaffirm the essentials of Christian faith. 


Speaking to the conference on behalf of several ecumenical observers 1? 
Anglican, Disciples, Quaker, Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Salvation Army - Kevin 
McDonald, a staff member of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian 
Unity, said it was not true that the ecumenical movement had "run aground". 
Rather, he said, international talks between various Christian communions had 
“entered a period of detailed scholarly work which does not appeal to the 
popular press". 


A five-year plan of evangelism on a global scale was approved, continuing an 
effort begun at the 1971 World Methodist Conference meeting in Denver. The 
programme is headed by Alan Walker of Australia, who, with his wife Winifred, 
received the 1986 World Methodist Peace Award. Walker urged the church to 
closely relate to the society and culture in which it finds itself. "Imported 
churches are failing", he observed. 


The conference also featured an open-air evangelistic rally with a Salvation 
Army-band and an exhortation by Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi. At one 
point, about 1500 delegates and visitors marched for nearly two kilometres 
through the centre of the city. 


Several conference speakers left no doubt that while, in their opinion, 
Christians should be polite to members of other faiths, and even enter into 
dialogue, Christianity is the way to God. "When we confess that Christ alone 
is the universal hope for our salvation, we indict all of the utopian schemes 
and humanistic programmes in which the church gets embroiled. Whether on the 
right or on the left, our hope in socio-political and socio-economic systems 
is an illusion", said David L. McKenna, president of Asbury Theological 
Seminary in the opening address. 


Sounding a different note in the concluding address, Emilio Castro, general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches and a Uruguayan Methodist minister, 
said Christians too often had tried to make Jesus their own private property 
and "a partisan" in their “own religious war". Said Castro, "Our being sent 
into the world to share the story of God in Jesus Christ ... should be 
accompanied by an attitude of anticipation of the hidden or revealed presence 


of the Christ in people or movements that claim different religious 
allegiances." 


A major flap developed over nominations for the eight-member WMC presidium for 
the 1986-91 period. As first presented, the slate included seven men and one 
woman. It was sent back for revision, and two women were substituted for two 
men. An attempt failed to add a third woman, Leontine Kelly, in place of 
Benjamin Oliphint, also a Methodist bishop from the US. 


As finally elected, the presidium is made up of Bishop Isaias Gutierrez of 
Chile; Bishop William M. 


President Phyllis Guthardt of the Methodist Church of New Zealand; ..Sinta 


Sitorus of Indonesia; Melitta Tenner of the GDR (East Germany); A. B. Archer 
of the Bahamas; Oliphint; and Charles Boayue Jr, a Liberian student studying 


in Florida (US). Lawi Imathiu idi 
r presiding bish ur 
Kenya, was named to chair the WMC : eth paved fh) Lyne 


Bishop William Cannon. - EPS 


Smith (African Methodist Episcopal Church/US); 


executive committee, succeeding US Methodist 
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WOMEN'S ORDINATION PROMPTS Ecumenical Press 


FINNISH ECUMENICAL DEBATE Service 86.08.56 
HELSINKI - To allow the ordination of women as pastors in the Evangelical- 


Lutheran Church of Finland (SELK) requires at least a three-fourths majority 
in favour in the 108-member SELK Synod, which next meets in November. With 
the strong possibility the synod will approve such ordinations, the four 
bishops of the [Eastern] Orthodox Church of Finland (SOK), the country's other 
church with a special national status, have warned that approval would "deepen 
--- disunion" between the two traditions. 


According to the SOK bishops, “ordination of women represents views deviating 
from the original tradition of the church regarding the persons of the Holy 
Trinity, the human being, and especially Christ himself. Its motivations are 
not in accordance with the spirit of Christianity." They say the women's 
ordination debate in Finland shows "worldly systems of thinking, and not the 
Holy Spirit are [its] origins and promoters". 


Though describing the SELK decision as one it has the right to make 
"independently", the SOK bishops say a positive decision would “estrange the 
approaches of our two ... churches on a significant level, and our efforts 
towards the visible unity of the church of Christ will no longer be credible". 


The bishops say "the Orthodox Church does indeed respect the Lutheran 
priesthood, even if it cannot see in it the apostolic priesthood", but that 
SELK ordination of women as pastors would "abandon" the "priesthood of the 
apostolic tradition" and a traditional starting point for dialogue. 


Finally, the bishops voice "sorrow over the possible new situation, ... love 
towards our sister-church" and "compassion" for "Lutheran friends" convinced 
that “the ordination of women is not only a matter of organization". 


In reply, Lutheran Archbishop John Vikstroém says the SOC bishops have “both 
the right and the responsibility to express their standpoint in questions with 
ecumenical significance", but suggests Finnish Lutheran ordination of women 
"will not endanger our relations with the Orthodox church". Noting his "joy" 
that the Orthodox bishops acknowledge the SELK's independent right to act, 
Vikstrém says "every church must naturally be faithful to itself". 


The SELK synod, he says, “will probably also recognize that the ordination of 
women will not imply any fundamental change in the understanding of priesthood 
in our church. It is a matter of realizing our old concept of ministry in a 
changed context." He adds that Lutherans also "value tradition" but that it 
"is finally to be studied and evaluated in the light of the Holy Scriptures". 


Vikstrém describes the Orthodox intention to “respect and to follow what is 
original in the Christian church" as a "fruitful starting point for all 
ecumenical dialogue. We also wish to respect and follow that which is in 
accordance with the original and genuine gospel. Together, we thus try to 
understand the truth revealed to us by God." 


Next month, Finland's Lutheran bishops are to report their views. At Orthodox 
request, the Finnish Ecumenical Council is planning a meeting (19 September) 
on the issue, including Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Methodist, and 


Free Church (Congregational) presentations. 


The synod's debate on the issue last May focused not so much on whether to 
Ordain women, but on what provisions should be made for parishes and priests 
who conscientiously oppose such ordinations. Currently, theologically trained 
Fitnish Lutheran women are set apart for the office of "lector". - EPS 


WORLD ECUMENICAL FELLOWSHIP Ecumenical Press 
LOOKS AT ROMAN CATHOLICISM Service 86.08.57 


SINGAPORE - About 230 delegates, observers, and guests from 61 countries and 
46 member bodies of the World Evangelical Fellowship met here for its Eighth 
General Assembly (22-27 June). A major focus was Roman Catholicism. 


Overwhelmingly (one negative vote, one abstention) 89 delegates voted to adopt 
a 38-page document, "A Contemporary Evangelical Perspective on Roman 
Catholicism", and recommend it to WEF members. Their vote was the final step 
in a three-year process of arriving at a common stance among the 56 national 
and regional bodies that make up the fellowship. 


At the previous assembly, then-WEF General Secretary Waldron Scott invited two 
Roman Catholic observers to attend; one brought greetings. However, this 
angered some delegates; the Italian Evangelical Alliance left the WEF, and the 
Spanish Evangelical Alliance puts its membership in abeyance. 


After two-and-a-half years of work and four drafts, a task force circulated 
the final draft of the document among the WEF constituency for comments, 
several months before the assembly. Paul Schrotenboer, co-ordinator of the 
task force, and general secretary of the US-based Reformed Ecumencial Synod, 
said situations reported by WEF members from southern Europe and Latin America 
nudged the document towards a somewhat more negative stance than that taken by 
evangelicals involved in dialogue with Vatican representatives. Some northern 
Europeans expressed misgivings about the document's tone. 


Pending government approval, WEF headquarters are to move here next January. 
A WEF report said the assembly showed a “heightened sense of direction and 
optimism after the uncertain times that followed" the previous assembly, in 
1980. Within a year of that meeting, both the WEF president and general 
secretary resigned; a rising deficit led to staff cuts in 1983. - EPS 


JAPANESE CHRISTIANS CONTINUE Ecumenical Press 
OPPOSITION TO FINGERPRINTING Service 86.08.58 
TOKYO - Japanese church people and others continue to oppose the country's 


Alien Registration Act, which requires foreign residents to be periodically 
identified by fingerprinting [EPS 84.07.14, 10.62; 85.03.20, 09.47; 


86.06.52). An international and ecumenical group, Japan Watch International, 
was formed here last month for this purpose. 


The group is working to prevent the deportation of Kim Myoung Shik, a Korean 
pastor who has refused to be fingerprinted. Maejima Munetoshi, general 
secretary of the National Christian Council, reports that 600 of Kim's friends 
gathered in front of the ministry's gates (19 June) while he was being 
questioned inside. "These gates were kept firmly closed against us. Those 
who stood guard behind them refused to even accept a petition signed by 16,000 
people who oppose the Japanese government's actions against Mr Kim", Maejima 
said. While noting that churches in Japan have not yet united their efforts 
to work against the law, he said they "cannot ignore the present reality". 


Another foreign church worker in Japan, John McIntosh from Canada, is under 
threat of deportation for refusing to record his fingerprints for the past 
year. He has worked with the Korean Christian Church in Japan for 25 years. 
Anglican, Roman Catholic, Reformed (Presbyterian) and United | church 
representatives in Canada met an official of the Japanese embassy there to 
BEAFeSs the alien registration system, in particular its discrimination 
gainst Koreans in Japan, Japan Watch International has called on other 
solidarity groups to take similar action at Japanese embassies. - EPS _ aie 


African church sends aid to Africa EPS 86.08.59 
GENEVA - In recent weeks, three African councils of churches have sent money 
to aid other parts of Africa through the World Council of Churches’ inter- 
church aid commission (CICARWS) here. The Council of Evangelical Churches in 
Angola contributed 100,000 Angolan kwanzas to aid famine victims in Ethiopia. 
The Christian Council of Tanzania asked CICARWS to transfer 40,000 Tanzanian 
shillings on its behalf to the South African Council of Churches. CCT General 
Secretary S.A. Shauri noted that "it is difficult for us to communicate 
directly with our friends in South Africa". The Christian Council of 
Mozambique asked that 2000 US dollars be transfered, also to the SACC. - EPS 


Wider Quaker Fellowship marks 50 years EPS 86.08.60 
PHILADELPHIA - The Wider Quaker Fellowship, an ecumenical association of about 
3400 people in 70 countries who wish to have ties to Quakers without being 
members of the Society of Friends, is marking its 50th anniversary this year. 
Begun in 1936 at the urging of Quaker mystic Rufus Jones, it is now a program 
of the Section of the Americas (1506 Race Street, Philadelphia PA 19102) of 
the Friends World Committee for Consultation. Members receive three mailings 
a year. WQF Secretary Elisabeth Dearborn says "we ... hear frequently that 
one of our main functions is to provide support for pacifist views to 
preachers in other denominations who feel isolated in their views". - EPS 


African Anglicans studying polygamy EPS 86.08.61 
NAIROBI - The Council of the Anglican Provinces of Africa has appointed a 


committee to study the theological and pastoral implications of polygamy. It 
is to report to the 1988 meeting of the world's Anglican bishops. - EPS 


Islam in Africa Project launches program EPS 86.08.62 
NAIROBI - Africa Church Information Service reports that the ecumenical Islam 
in Africa Project has launched a "massive campaign to establish and promote 
mutual spiritual relations between Christians and Muslims". Several national 
and regional training and orientation courses for Christians were planned in 
co-operation with national Christian councils, ACIS reported. - EPS 


EKD Council asks SA sanctions EPS 86.08.63 
BERLIN - The Council of the Evangelical [Lutheran, United, Reformed] Church in 
[West] Germany [and West Berlin] last month adopted a five-page paper calling 
for comprehensive sanctions to bring political and economic pressure to bear 
against South Africa because of its apartheid policy. Earlier, the council 
had opposed such sanctions. — EPS 


Church and Peace marks 40 years EPS 86.08.64 
SCHOEFFENGRUND (FRG) - Church and Peace, successor to the Historic Peace 


Churches Continuation Committee, is marking its 40th anniversary this year. 
Founding members are the Friends World Committee for Consultation (European 
and Near East Section), International Fellowship of Reconciliation, Mennonite 
Central Committee, and Brethren Service Commission (Geneva). - EPS 


Nigeria plans National Council for Religious Affairs EPS 86.08.65 
LAGOS - President Ibrahim Babangida of Nigeria has announced plans to appoint 


a National Council for Religious Affairs to promote dialogue, consultations, 
and understanding: among members of various religious groups. The two largest 
religions in Nigeria, each with about the same number of followers, are 
Christianity and Islam. Many Christians have been very critical of the 
government's decision earlier this year to join the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference. In his announcement, Babangida said Nigeria "has no state 
religion, but will continue to provide an umbrella under which all religions 


can thrive". -— EPS 


Kenyan archbishop in row with parliamentarian EPS 86.08.66 


NAIROBI - Lawrence Sifuna, a member of Kenya's parliament, accused Anglican 
Archbishop Manasses Kuria of withdrawing 450,000 Kenyan shillings and putting 
them in his private account - and of firing a clerk who revealed the 


information. In a response, the [Anglican] Church of the Province of Kenya 
called the parliamentarian's account misleading and damaging. It said the 
money in question, from the US-based Episcopal Church, has been distributed to 
Kenya's 11 Anglican dioceses for famine relief. It said the clerk and three 
others were let go when the denomination decided to close its accounts 
department. A few months ago, another member of parliament, Stanley Metto, 
accused Anglican Bishop Alexander Muge of being "ringleader" of a plot to kill 
him, Muge demanded the government publish findings by the Criminal 
Investigation Department that would clear his name, and objected strongly to 
Metto's "character assassination". - EPS 


Ghanaian RC bishops complain about government ban on paper EPS 86.08.67 
ACCRA - Ghana's Roman Catholic bishops have criticized a government decision 


to ban the Roman Catholic newspaper "Standard" because, the government said, 
it was contributing to national disunity. The bishops said the government 
acted against the paper last December because it published truth which the 
government did not want to hear. — EPS 


US church council plans language/thought/social justice meetin EPS 86.08.68 
STONY POINT (New York/US) - The [US] National Council of Churches plans a 
"Consultation on Language, Thought, and Social Justice" here next 26-30 June 
to explore "ways language and social structures can contribute to liberation 
from structures of oppression because of race, sex, class, disability, age, 
and other forms of prejudice". Workshops are planned on images of God, 
Christology (belief about Christ), liturgy and worship, hymnody, creeds and 
church tradition, and curriculum and leadership resources. - EPS 


Armenian priest released in Turkey EPS 86.08.69 
GENEVA - The Council of the Armenian Apostolic [Oriental Orthodox] Church in 


Switzerland has announced that Turkey has released from prison an Armenian 
priest, Manuel Yergatian, sentenced in 1983 to 14 years in jail and four years 
in internal exile for "activities against the state and separatist 
propaganda", The Swiss Armenian announcement said his release was “certainly 
the result of many interventions on his behalf", including from the World 
Council of Churches and Amnesty International. - EPS 


New Salvation Army general on social issues, women's role EPS 86.08.70 
LONDON - In a television interview, Eva Burrows, the new general (world 


leader) of the Salvation Army, said she plans to seek a meeting with UK Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher. She said it was "the role of church leaders, who 
are following out the compassion of Jesus, to quicken a _ government's 
conscience about the needs of the people". She cited unemployment and drug 
abuse as particular areas of concern. Favouring a full role for women in the 
church, she nonetheless said, "I think it is very sad that the church is so 
intensely concerned with what is really a minor issue [women's ordination]. 
The major issue is the salvation of the world where people are becoming 
increasingly materialistic, humanistic, and atheistic." - EPS 


Homeland leader threatens church EPS 86.08.71 
TRANSKEI ~ George Mantanzima, prime minister of Transkei, part of South Africa 
which South Africa has declared an independent black homeland, says he will 
investigate Anglican church leaders here to see if they support disinvestment 
from South Africa. Africa Church Information Service Reports (4 August) that 


Transkei has already disrupted the work there of the South African Council of 


Churches and Methodist Church of Southern Afri i : 
ca, and tak h t 
opponents of South African policy. - EPS ; 0s Se eee 


US RC bishops turn down Ortega request for meetin EPS 86.08.72 
NEW YORK - The United States Catholic Conference turned down a request on 
behalf of Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega that he be able to meet with a 
high-ranking US Roman Catholic bishop. According to the USCC, the conference 
consulted the Vatican about the request; "mutual consensus" was achieved to 
decline the request because of “tension between church and state, and the 
harsh steps taken against the church by the Nicaraguan government". - EPS 


Church of God assembly does not accept women as voters EPS 86.08.73 
ATLANTA - The General Assembly of the Church of God (Cleveland, Tennessee) has 
voted not to change its rules to allow women to vote at its future sessions. 
The change had been recommended by the denomination's ministers' council, and 
the assembly rarely rejects a council decision. However, the change required 
a two-thirds majority. The vote was 956 in favor, 805 opposed. The issue is 
expected to come up again at the next assembly, in 1988. - EPS 


Researchers say church not helpful to those divorcin EPS 86.08.74 
NORTHFIELD (Minnesota/US) - Two researchers at St Olaf College here say the 
church offers little help to couples going through a divorce. Naurine Lennox 
and Kris Bulcroft, two sociology professors, say what usually happens is that 
church people ignore divorcing couples, seeking to avoid awkward 
conversations. Lennox says the most fundamental help church members can give 


divorced people is to let them know the church welcomes them to worship and 
other church events. - EPS 


US Presbyterian agency asks its board to avoid TWA © EPS 86.08.75 
NEW YORK - The Advisory Council on Church and Society of the Presbyterian 


Church (USA) has asked its board members not to fly on TWA because of what the 
council describes as bias against women in TWA labor practices. The council's 
director, H. Dean Lewis, said the request was "a witness to our views that the 
airline's corporate behavior is in flagrant violation of our values". Lewis 
said TWA required its flight attendants, 80 percent of whom are women, to make 
far greater wage concessions in renegotiating labor contracts than those for 
groups of employees, such as baggage handlers, where men predeominate.- EPS 


US Disciples vote contribution for anti-racism fund EPS 86.08.76 
INDIANAPOLIS - Directors of the Division of Overseas Ministries of the 


Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) have voted 12-5 to send 1000 US dollars 
of general church money to the Special Fund to Combat Racism of the World 
Council of Churches. The fund provides humanitarian assistance, but has been 
controversial in some quarters because much of its money is channelled through 
groups involved in armed struggle against white-minority rule in southern 
Africa. The vote, following nearly three hours of debate, overturned a 
recommendation from division staff, which was for designated funding. About 
200 Disciples congregations (of 4300) had expressed views in advance, with 48 
percent flatly opposed, 15 percent in favor. The board said it took those 
responses seriously, but decided as it did to be "faithful to the call God has 
placed upon us". It also said it failed in the past to "properly interpret" 
the fund to the denomination. - EPS 


Christian Conference of Asia meeting on ecclesiology EPS 86.08.77 
SEOUL - A meeting on ecclesiology (one's understanding of the church), was 
held here (11-16 July) under the auspices of the Christian Conference of 
Asia. Major topics were "new forms of ecclesial experiences", "gospel and 
culture", and “unity of the church and renewal of human community". The 
meeting here was part of a series -— the others are to be on Christology (one s 
understanding of Christ), and political vision - in advance of a major CCA 
meeting in 1989 or 1990. The meeting here was preceded by a three-day women's 
meeting, including presentations on feminist interpretation of Jesus’ society, 
and women's role in the early Christian community. — EPS 


Two Eastern Orthodox patriarchs die EPS 86.08.78 
GENEVA - Two Eastern Orthodox patriarchs died last month. Nicolaos VI of 
Alexandria, born in 1914, died of a stroke in Moscow, 10 July. Before 
becoming patriarch in 1968, he was based in Dar es Salaam in Tanzania as 
metropolitan of East Africa. Justin of Romania, 76, died of cerebral 
congestion in Bucharest, 31 July. Patriarch since 1977, he was active in the 
work of the Conference of European Churches. — EPS 


World Christian Tamil Conference planned EPS 86.08.79 


MADRAS - The Third World Christian Tamil Conference is scheduled for 26-29 
December here. It is sponsored by the World Christian Tamil Academy, with the 
patronage of the diocese here of the [United] Church of South India. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Gabriel Habib: "Help for Lebamon" EPS 86.08.80 


This comment followed recent car-bombings in Beirut. Habib is general 
secretary of the Middle East Council of Churches. His comment was sent to 
the US office of the World Council of Churches 


... We are deeply pained by the continuing cycle of acts of indiscriminate 
violence and pray for the families of the persons thus victimized, All these 
events bring back our minds and hearts to the causes of the brutal and 
apparently endless suffering of the Lebanese people and to the challenges 
posed to all of us. 


Despite considerable destruction and disintegration, Lebanon remains a unique 


experience within the region which must not be lost. It is of great value 
for the peoples of the region and the world at large, for all those who seek a 
place of existential dialogue between Islam and Christianity. It is the only 


country in the Middle East where Muslims are a majority without the state 
being governed by their religious leaders, and where Christians are a minority 
without being second class citizens. Therefore, how could international 
solidarity with Lebanon save this necessary experience? 


Lebanon being a mini-Middle East, the solution of its ordeal depends not only 
on the Lebanese. The Israeli-Arab conflict continues to take place partly in 
Lebanon. The Palestinian question, with important linkages to the Lebanese 
question, is not yet solved. The international context, which has made out 


of Lebanon the theatre of a continuing international mini-war by proxy, should 
not be forgotten either. 


My appeal to the churches in the US is to continue to help in the following 
areas: 


(1) promote information on the Lebanese case and people which would go beyond 
the stereotypes of violence and terrorism created by the media that cover 
events only without touching upon the root causes behind such events; 


(2) promote a more active role of religious leaders which could create a 
climate of understanding and exercise moral pressure on the different groups 
in conflict. Attempts within Lebanon in this sense continue. But the 
regional political dynamics are not always favourable to concrete and lasting 


solutions. Could spiritual leaders on an international level contribute 
towards such efforts of reconciliation and peace? 


(3) 0, continue humanitarian aid given that 
participation of all the 


reconciliation and peace. - EPS 


ne would contribute towards the 
communities and nurture process’ towards 


ECUVIEW/Tad Mitsui: "Christian Service - Theological Base" EPS 86.08.81 


[Mitsui coordinates the Africa Drought Task Force of the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches. This is excerpted from a longer paper, available to 
journalists from him at Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20.] 


A Christian must be convinced that a caring, cooperative, compassionate, and 
sharing community can produce as well as distribute. ... [Church people often 
contrast] curative and preventive diakonia [Christian service]. According to 
this analysis, preventive diakonia is a long-term measure in which we analyse 
and deal with the root causes of suffering. It is quite right to include 
this as one important activity of the diaconal ministry in which we are to 
engage in the action of liberation and development. ... 


We must rediscover the sheer joy of production for the sake of production, a 
sheer joy of achieving excellence, a sheer joy of creative living as an act to 
participate in God's continuing creation in the world. If we have anything 
to beat, we have to beat the myth that achieving excellence and producing 
life-sustaining necessities can only be done in competition and by defeating 
and exploiting the others. ... 


The basis for our economic activities is participation in God's continuing act 
of creation, and not competition. One of the reasons why theology is strong 
in sharing, but weak in production is because Christian theology has always 
been strong in redemption, but weak on creation. ... 


Institutionalized forms of diakonia in the Christian church first appeared as 
a corrective measure to bring about justice in the way in which holy communion 
was administered in the early church. When an unjust’ practice of 
administering communion was observed, the apostles appointed stewards and 
deacons to make sure that communion was shared equally. 


There is a lot of validity in comparing the current African food crisis with 
the practice of administration of holy communion in the early church. ... 
Diakonia is not only to make sure that the widows, the orphans, the 
underprivileged, and the late-comers share equally with the early arrivals and 
the privileged, but also to devise modus operandi, to ensure a just 
distribution. 


Therefore the task of diakonia in feeding of the multitude is not only to feed 
the hungry, but also to create a just distribution system. Here the remedial 
aspect of diakonia and the long-term preventive aspect of diakonia become 
one. Those two cannot be separated. 


Furthermore, not only the justice in distribution system but also justice in 
production in terms of participating in God's continuing act of creation must 
be considered to be a part of diakonia. 


Certainly in the age of a stark contrast between the over-supply of food in 
the northern hemisphere as a result of over-indulgent farm subsidies, and the 
desperate food shortage in Africa as a result of disincentive to food 
producers to provide cheap cash crop for _ the benefit of the northern 
hemisphere, the just production system where everyone is entitled to the 
fruits of their labour becomes relevant. 


A remedial measure of relief in order to get rid of the food surplus in the 
north can certainly be very damaging and further the unjust system without 
linking it to longer-term measures to make people self-reliant and 
self-sufficient. ... — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Carlos Valle: "Looking towards the WACC Future" EPS 86.08.82 


Valle is the new general secretary of the London-based World Association for 
Christian Communication. This item is excerpted from his closing comments to 
last month's meeting of the WACC Central Committee [EPS 86.06.02). 


... The presence of representatives from the contributing agencies has been 
very important for this central committee. We have had the opportunity to 
discuss the ecumenical sharing of resources. This is important. We are 
talking about both the economic and human resources within the church, within 
the ecumenical family, which are placed at the service of mission. 


The distinction that exists between donors and recipients is surely not an 
appropriate one. For it does not do justice to the fact that, after all, we 
are all stewards of the provisions given to us by God. Surely our 
responsibilities are different. 


So when we receive criticism from our collaborators, we do not see it as a 
judgement from someone who is outside our mission, but rather as a word of 
guidance from fellow-travellers who tread the same path with us and who seek 
to work together with us for better service. 


The sharing of resources is a way of sharing a common understanding in our 
desire to serve the cause of justice. 


When our friends ask for the efficiency and professionalism which is expected 
of WACC, we can only say that we are in full agreement, and that we are 
striving to make progress in that area. ... 


We should remember that our relationship with other organizations is not based 


merely on a professional bond, but on a much deeper one: the life of the 
Gospel itself. 


Communication is not merely a reference to methods and tools. It goes far 
beyond that. It expresses the potential for building community, for 


liberation and participation, as we have already affirmed in our document of 
guiding principles. 


In the writing I have done on the theory of communication, I have tried to 
find a pattern or a coherence which will express what really happens when we 
communicate. Up until now I have found no clearer expression of communication 


than the word event. An event is something unpredictable, unexpected, 
something which happens to all of us who are involved in communication: the 
sender, the message, the receiver. Something unexpected always happens when 


we communicate. 


If our work in the WACC is truly communication, it is also an event. When we 
come together, something happens to all of us: to our regional 
representatives, to staff, to our consultants and to our colleagues from the 
contributing agencies, We discover new challenges, which lead us to look 
again at our activities and open the way for change. We listen in a new way 
to the old Gospel of the new world. We hear the challenge to struggle 
against injustice, the challenge to improve our work and service, and the 
challenge to believe that the ministry of communication will ’ become a 


In Our mission as communicators, to the honour and glory of our God, we place 


ourselves at the service of all who n 
eed us; most 
and unprotected of this world. - EPS SBP ASD «RENE 


ECUTEXT: ‘Three Pastoral Letters Written in Nicaragua" EPS 86.08.83 


Following are excerpts from three recent pastoral letters written in 
Nicaragua. The first (4 July), from the Board of Directors of the Baptist 
Convention of Nicaragua, is addressed to two US denominations (American 
Baptist Churches, Southern Baptist Convention), the Baptist World Alliance, 
and "Christians of the United States". The second (17 July), from the 
General Assembly of the Evangelical Committee for Aid to Development (CEPAD) 
is to “the peoples and churches of the world". The third (30 July), from 
participants in the meeting in Managua of the Commission of the Churches’ 
Participation in Development of the World Council of Churches, is to "the 
churches and ecumenical groups in Nicaragua". 


(1) We address you in the midst of the very grave situation created by the 
approval of the 110 million dollars by the United States Congress for the 
Nicaraguan counter-revolution. This measure entails a financing of pain, of 
death, and of the destruction of our suffering people. Nevertheless, for us 
this approval is something more than a violation of international law by the 
Reagan Administration: it is the advancement of the dominion of the darkness 
over the light, the imposition of death over life, and force over reason and 
justice. In spite of this advancement, we are encouraged by the biblical 
promise that the darkness cannot prevail over light (John 1:5). 


Because of the economic embargo against Nicaragua, the war imposed by the 
White House through the counter-revolution and the disinformation campaigns 
and pressures against this country, life is becoming almost impossible here: 
the food supply is alarmingly scarce, the most elemental medicines are 
lacking, transportation is precarious, raw materials, spare parts, job 
possibilities are more difficult each day. Daily we bury and weep over our 
dead while diseases, malnutrition and desperation spread among our people. 


As Christians we ask ourselves: What right does the most powerful and rich 
nation of the world have to impose misery, pain and death on a poor and weak 
people like Nicaragua? What right does the Reagan administration have to 
decide the destiny of Nicaragua? 


Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ: the gospel that you taught us through 
the missionaries speaks to us of the construction of life, of love, of 
comprehension. In base of this model we have pledged ourselves to 
reconstruct our nation, destroyed by earthquakes and wars. Now, this same 
gospel that you brought us, that speaks to us of a just God that loathes 
injustice and loves and brings forth life, obliges us to address and ask you 
once again to raise the banner of justice and to defend the life and right of 
"the least of these" (Matthew 25:40), the Nicaraguans. ... 


Beloved brothers and sisters: now is the time of reflexion and of turning 
back to those Christian values that the gospel demands of us, now is the hour 
to do justice with the people of Nicaragua, before it is too late for you and 
for us, before (and without any exaggeration) all life is extinguished in 


Nicaragua. ... 


(2)... We are called to raise our voice from Nicaragua, a small country 


seized by anguish and uncertainty. The decision by the Nicaraguan people to 
forge our own destiny has provoked a hostile reaction from the government of 
the United States of America. Responding to our historic action with an 


escalating war and an economic embargo, the US aggression has borne fruit in 
over 17,000 dead, 12,000 orphans, hundreds of widows, 250,000 people displaced 
from their homes by the war; the destruction of bridges, health centres, 
schools, production centres and electrical facilities; the mining of roads and 
ports; a severe shortage of food, basic medicines, clothing, shoes, etc. over 


nicaragua/2 


We have recently observed, with amazement, the US refusal to recognize the 
competency of the International Court of Justice in The Hague. The court 
ruled in Nicaragua's favour, condemning the illegitimate policy of the United 
States and ordering the US to indemnify Nicaragua for damages caused by the 
war. We lament this evasion of justice by the US. ... 


We call upon our sisters and brothers in Christ around the world to use your 
spiritual resources so that the war against us - directed by those who make 
the foreign policy of the United States - will stop, and that the leaders of 
Nicaragua will continue to faithfully govern, uplifting the collective good of 
our nation (II Corinthians 5:20). ... 


We urge our sisters and brothers in other countries to overcome all narrow 
nationalism and ideology in order to unanimously respond, in the liberating 
and loving spirit of the gospel, to a people being slaughtered by foreign 
aggression (I Peter 2:9). We propose a campaign of prayer, fasting, and 
whatever similar activities are possible, designed to intercede before God so 
that the war imposed on Nicaragua will stop and peace will be achieved (Psalms 
34:14, Jeremiah 29:11). ... 


(3) ... As we moved about your city, the towns and market places and your 
places of worship, we have received warm handshakes, "abrazos' and smiles that 
express in many ways the warmth and hospitality of your people. This carries 
great significance ... when we think of the terrible war inflicted upon you. 


The lively songs and liturgies evoke spontaneous participation that bridges 
language barriers. We have understood your message. We saw a church that 
continues to put faith at the service of history - a faith honed by daily 
encounters with the forces of death and destruction. 


We shared your food and have been sensitive to your concern for our seemingly 
mundane material needs. We appreciate keenly your devoting precious time to 
be with us. We know that all these things were done in the midst of material 
Scarcity which you and your people experience sharply. 


We have begun to clearly understand how your government has been able to 
provide decisive leadership over powers that threaten the survival of the 
Nicaraguan people. There is a strong will to defend the gains of the 
struggle over the destructive forces of foreign domination. We have heard 
your voices as you shout: "We want life, and not death!" 


The strength of your life together as churches and Christian communities, in 
service of all of Nicaragua in the name of Jesus, have enriched and encouraged 


us. The vital, dynamic participation of children and of youth, and of women 
and men together in worship, in the work and witness of the church, engender 
true life and unity. We have above all perceived that you struggle - with 
patience and dialogue in the midst of polarizing tensions within your 
congregations — to speak to the challenges of Nicaraguan society and to the 
great threats to peace in the Central American region. You are truly in the 
centre of the world. You give resonance to the fresh proclamation of the 


gospel because of your commitment to the struggle for dignity and justice. 


ete capacity as representatives of the world-wide ecumenical community in 
t - Commission of the Churches' Participation in Development, we wish to 
reaffirm to you our firm support for your witness and your work in Nicaragua. 


The biblical convictions you have affirmed we will make ours. The story of the 


Nicaraguan people will ‘be i 
: our. stor ton those: 2: 
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EPS coverage is planned of the regional ecumenical assemblies next month in 
Europe, the Caribbean, and the Pacific, and of a World Consultation on 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service scheduled by the World Council of 
Churches in Cyprus, 19-26 November. About 300 church leaders, development~ 
agency representatives, and workers in local church~aid projects are expected 
for the Cyprus meeting, which is open to journalists. Any interested in 
attending can contact WCC/Monique McClellan, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


An interview with Glen Garfield Williams, retiring general secretary of the 
Conference of European Churches is available from EPS. 


New from the Namibia Communications Centre (Box 286, London WC1X OEL): 
* an article (12 August) with details about two people detained by 
security forces, according to church sources. 
* an article (11 August) about an arson attack on the Windhoek weekly 
"The Namibian". 


The following reports from recent meetings in India are available - the 
first two from the All India Council of Christian Women (1542, 5th Street, ‘H' 
Block, llth Main Road, Annanagar, Madras 600 040), the third from the 
Christian Association of India for Peace With Justice (Ecumenical Christian 
Centre, Whitefield, Bangalore 560 066): 
* a report on a national consultation on women and health, including a 
discussion of specific issues in India, and a set of recommendations. 
* a report on a younger clergy study conference on women and human 
rights-> 
* a report from a symposium on the International Year of Peace organized 
by the Asian Christian Peace Conference, including its’ communiqué, some 
recommendations, a letter to churches and Christian organizations, and 
declarations on issues such as Korea, the world debt crisis, 
transnational corporations, Afghanistan, Indochina, Sri Lanka, China, and 
the Pacific. 


Raymond Fung, WCC secretary for evangelism (Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20) is 
looking for “stories about the movement of persons from no faith, or nominal 
faith, or other faiths, to faith in Jesus Christ" in socialist countries and 
“religiously plural settings." Fung says "they do not have to be success 
stories, or of dramatic and glamorous turns of events. They need simply be 
stories of faithfulness - to God, to the reality of the context, and to the 
persons with whom the gospel is shared." 


Material aid statistics for 1985 are available from the WCC inter-church aid 
commission (CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). The total value for 
commodity shipments sent through 20 agencies plus CICARWS was 116.6 million US 
dollars, compared to 99 million in 1984. The statistics include eight 
categories - clothing and footwear; agricultural equipment, tools, and seeds; 
administration ‘and industry; medicines and medical equipment; food; shelters, 
blankets, building; transport and vehicles; miscellaneous. 


Alcoholism: How Can We Help Prevent It? is the theme of the August issue of 


Contact, bimonthly of the WCC Christian Medical Commission (Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20). ’ 
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BERLIN BISHOPS MARK Ecumenical Press 
ANNIVERSARY OF WALL Service 86.08.84 


BERLIN - The Evangelical (United) bishops for Berlin, Martin Kruse (West) and 
Gottfried Forck (East), have urged prayer, reflection, and action to overcome 
the city's division, reflected in its occupation by the victorious powers 
since World War II,-and the wall separating its eastern and western parts. 


The two bishops exchanged letters to mark the 25th anniversary (13 August) of 
the wall, built by the [East] German Democratic Republic for "anti-fascist 
protection", In the six months before it was built, thousands of GDR 
citizens, most young, many professionals, crossed to the West in Berlin. 


Forck cited separated families and friends, and those who feel their travel 
possibilities and "contact with people of the Western world" are restricted by 
the wall, as people for whom the church has a special concern. He noted, 
however, that though the wall strengthened divisions, it also preceded 
improved relations between the GDR and the Federal Republic of [West] Germany. 


The bishops agreed reunification of Germany was currently "outside the realm 
of realizable possibilities". They said a goal should be that "all citizens 
of both German states be allowed to travel unhindered to all parts of the 
world". 


In his letter, Kruse asked what the church in the West could do so "all people 
in the GDR might stay there in good conscience". Forck said only a few GDR 
citizens remain umreconciled to "the political and social relationships 
here". He suggested that relaxation by the GDR of travel restrictions would 
make GDR people "feel better off". 


Forck also urged his government to stick to promises made by GDR leader Erich 
Honecker when he meet Evangelical church leaders in March 1978. "Despite 
improvements in church-state relations", Forck said, "it is apparently still 
very difficult for many state officials to believe that Christians also can 
and want to be responsible co-workers in a socialist state". - EPS 


LESOTHO CHRISTIAN COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
CONCERNED ABOUT KIDNAPPING Service 86.08.85 


GENEVA - The Christian Council of Lesotho reports that a refugee associated 
with the African National Congress, Simon Makhetha, was kidnapped last month 
by armed men in a car without number plates. His house was reportedly 
searched and shots were fired. South African involvement is alleged. 
Earlier, he and his son were questioned by Lesotho security forces. 


In response, Annie Jiagge, moderator of the commission of the Programme to 
Combat Racism of the World Council of Churches, called it "only one example of 
the reign of terror that South Africa has visited on its neighbour". The PCR 
commission was meeting (10-16 August) in Marseilles (France). 


Jiagge called sanctions against South Africa "the last hope for a peaceful 
solution" to the region's problems. She said that because no effective 
economic actions have been taken, "the racist regime" has boldly embarked on a 
"campaign of intimidation against smaller neighbours". — She said “attacks on 
homes, kidnappings, torture, by South African security forces and their 
agents, are now almost commonplace in Lesotho", which South Africa surrounds. 


The retired Ghanaian judge called a South African offer of security talks with 
its neighbors a "fraud" because "South Africa presents the main threat to the 
security of the region. For Botha to talk of South Africa as 'a sacrificial 


lamb' is little short of blasphemy", Jiagge said. - EPS 


US ORTHODOX ACCENTING BcumeRe tee eet 
YOUTH, FAMILY, UNITY Service -08.86 


NEW YORK (Tracy Early) - Archbishop LIakovos, primate of the Greek Orthodox 
Archdiocese of North and South America, said in an interview at his office 
here that the archdiocese's recent biennial Clergy-Laity Congress would be 
followed up with intensified youth and family programs. 


He expressed special appreciation for a conference of 1500 youth ip Dallas, 
immediately preceding the congress sessions there 29 June-3 July. It was 
the best thing I have seen in my life", he said. "Young people are very 
thirsty for a church which concerns itself with their spiritual and moral 


needs. They are coming with open minds and open hearts, eager to receive 
something." 


In the congress keynote address, Lakovos called the clergy and lay leadership 
to a re-emphasis on the spiritual and particularly to meeting the aspirations 
of youth with lesser concern for organizational matters. "They expect their 
parish to be vibrant, alive with spiritual activity, concerned with moral and 
spiritual matters, and labouring for the benefit and enhancement of the lives 
of the communicants", he said. 


In the interview, however, Iakovos noted that Orthodox youth were also subject 
to some of the same perils as other American youth, including drugs, and the 
church would look for ways to help them find healthier paths. 


Orthodox families are similarly endangered by the same patterns of strain and 
breakdown affecting other families, LIakovos said, so he was giving special 
attention to development of programs for strengthening family life. A second 
aspect of concern for families, he said, derives from a trend towards more 
mixed marriages - now over 50 percent. Stronger educational efforts are 
necessary to keep Orthodoxy alive in these circumstances, he said, 


Iakovos predicted that in the coming years few Orthodox young people - some 
now fourth generation Americans - would care much about the ethnic background 
of their church, whether Greek or Russian, Romanian, Bulgarian or other. 
Leaders of all Orthodox jurisdictions must work together, he said, to keep 
Orthodoxy a matter of living faith when it cannot exist as hereditary 
culture. He said that he was drafting a letter to members of the Standing 
Conference of Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA), which he chairs, 
proposing a meeting of two days or more to discuss unity efforts. 


Yet, for the present the Greek archdiocese retains strong ethnic ties with 
Greece and the Greek communities of Cyprus and Turkey. Iakovos. said 
political tensions between the United States and Greece, with incidents such 
as the 22 March blowing-up of US President Truman's statue in Athens, were 
"painful" for him. "What I can do to improve relations is my daily concern", 
he said. And he often expresses concern for the problems of Cyprus and the 
small Greek community of Turkey. One opportunity to aid US-Greek relations 


came when he met with US Secretary of State George Shultz before the latter's 
visit to Greece and Turkey this past spring. 


In the interview, Iakovos also expressed concern for overcoming Greek-Turkish 
hostilities. After working out arrangements with Turkish Prime Minister 
Turgut Ozal, he was permitted to visit Turkey last year for the first time in 
20 years. He made a pilgrimage to his birthplace, the Island of Imbros, and 
other personal sites, as well as the Ecumenical Patriarchate, which has 
Jurisdiction over the archdiocese. This personal concession by Turkey, he 
said, "may" turn out to have a broader significance. - EPS 


HOMOSEXUALITY REPORTS Ecumenical Press 
RELEASED IN NORWAY, US Service 86.08.87 


NEW YORK/OSLO - Reports on homosexuality have been released under the auspices 
of parts of the Lutheran Church in America (LCA) and the [Lutheran] Church of 


Norway (NK) in recent weeks. Both are Sympathetic towards many concerns 
raised by homosexual Christians. 


The 75-page LCA study paper says the church can "neither absolutely condemn, 
nor ignore, nor praise and affirm homosexuality". It suggests that "many more 
+++ congregations can extend a welcome, withhold judgment, and offer pastoral 
support" to homosexuals. 


It says parts of the Bible dealing with sexual sins ought not be used to 
“bludgeon gay and lesbian people, or exclude them from full fellowship within 
the community of the baptized". Lutheran theology, it observes, teaches that 
God accepts people through baptism. Thus, participation in the church "is not 
dependent on human deeds, attitudes, or knowledge". 


In its 80-page report, the majority of a dialogue group appointed by Oslo 
Bishop Andreas Aarflot, NK presiding bishop, allows for lasting homosexual 
cohabitation. Aarflot, however, says he sees no reason to change NK 
opposition to that, as expressed in a 1977 statement by the NK bishops. 
Another NK bishop, Fredrik Groningsaeter of Sor-Halogaland, calls the 
majority's conclusions "totally unacceptable". 


The group, appointed in 1984, consisted of members proposed by an ecumenical 
group of homosexuals, and others chosen by Aarflot. The majority said lasting 
homosexual cohabitation offers a framework for central Christian virtues, such 
as love, faithfulness, openness, and honesty. The minority, though also 
distinguishing between homosexual promiscuity and lasting relations, sees 
differences between men and women as basic to creation. 


Both documents deal in some detail with biblical references often cited in the 
homosexuality debate, concluding, in the LCA study's words, that a close study 
of the texts "leads to anything but clear and absolute directions". 


The LCA study was prepared by a 12-member advisory committee of the 
denomination's North American mission division. It was prepared after four 
consultations last year, attended by more than 125 persons, some homosexual. 
The advisory committee included a bishop, a seminary professor, three parish 
pastors, a campus pastor, a hospital chaplain, an architect, a medical doctor, 
a nurse, a seminary student, and a professor of history and ethics. 


Members of the committee remained divided as to whether a relationship between 
homosexuals could "meet that standard of a covenant of fidelity" mentioned in 
the theological and ethical portions of the report. However, the study refers 
to “long-standing, committed, faithful relationships between" homosexuals. 
"It is impossible not to be moved" by their authenticity. 


The study's purpose is to promote discussion, not “provide conclusive answers 
on issues relating to homosexuality". It predicts that "those who see 
homosexuality simply and exclusively as a rejection of God's laws will be 
outraged at this tolerance. Those who think that homosexual relations are 
simply natural alternatives to heterosexual ones will be angry and hurt that 


the church has been so cautious." 


John Ballew, former president of Lutherans Concerned, a group for homosexuals 
Aeaatdacedr tees! panied the LCA study “a good intemediate step" of fering Be 
great deal to church people in terms of new information to reflect on’. —- EPS 


THEOLOGICAL EDUCATORS DISCUSS Ecumenical Press 


RELIGIOUS PLURALISM, ECUMENISM Service 86.08.88 


ACCRA - The commission of the Programme on Theological Education (PTE) of the 


World Council of Churches discussed such issues as “theology by the people", 
ministerial formation in a setting of religious pluralism, and ecumenical 


formation at its meeting (here, 16-20 July). 


The group also approved enabling grants of about 300,000 US dollars for church 
ministerial formation programmes in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, Latin 
America, the Middle East, and the Pacific. 


Among projects approved was an exchange-study programme of nine theological 
educators from Africa and Asia as an experimental project to encourage 
ecumenical solidarity and mutual learning among the church and theological 
schools in those and similar parts of the world. 


The commission also discussed a study process on spiritual formation; the 
inclusion of issues related to justice, peace, and the integrity of creation 
in theological education programmes; and co-operation with other parts of the 
WCC on such issues as theology and racism, helping people to lead Bible study, 
women in theological education, and student conferences. 


A consultation (here, 21-27 July) on "the future of theological education in 
Africa" (EPS 86.08.106) followed the commission meeting. It was attended by 
about 90 theological educators, church leaders, and students, mostly from 
Africa, but also from other parts of the world. 


In its message, the consultation urged the church and theological institutions 
in Africa to “embrace a more comprehensive understanding of theology and 
theological education, based on an authentic living and sharing of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, and on a holistic view of the African context and world view". 


The group also commended a "contextual theology of liberation committed to 
God's promise of call for justice and peace, freedom and dignity for all 
people", growth towards self-reliance, rethinking the “context and methodology 
of theological education", and "contextualized" curricula, bibliographies, 
books, commentaries, and other resources. 


Welcoming "generous contributions of many churches in response to hunger, 
drought, and development programmes ... in Africa", the group said that "by 
comparison ... support for theological education in Africa is miniscule". 


It conc luded with an invitation to "all the churches, theological colleges in 
Africa, and ecumenical partners to the task of realigning their vision, 
restructuring their priorities, and mobilising their spiritual and material 


resources for equipping the whole people of God in Africa for mission and 
service", 


Before the meeting here, commission members visited church people in Ethiopia, 
Sierra Leone, and Liberia. The commission noted that it was here in 1958 that 
the predecessor of PTE, the Theological Education Fund, was begun by the 
International Missionary Council (which became part of the WCC in 1961). - EPS 


Papua New Guinea Lutherans mark 100 vears EPS 86.08.89 
LAE (Papua New Guinea) - Lutherans in Papua New Guinea marked the 100th 
anniversary (12 July) of the arrival of the first Lutheran missionary in the 


country. Nearly 100 visitors from nine countries participated in three days 
of celebrations and seminars held in many locations. — EPS 


US, Canadian Anglican clergy couples discuss ministries EPS 86.08.90 
STONY POINT (New York/US) - About 40 North American Anglican clergy couples 
met here in late June to discuss their ministry. In a keynote address on "The 
Spiritual Integration of Marriage and Ministry", Mel and Barbara Schlachter, 
co-rectors of an Anglican parish in Staatsburg (New York), said such couples 
are an apt symbol for God restoring the original covenant of equality, 
identity, and intimacy between men and women. They said a challenge for such 
couples is to give "equal weight" to their marriage and ordination vows, 
rather than to let one dominate the other. - EPS 


Prison Fellowship International holds world convocation EPS 86.08.91 


NAIROBI - About 200 chaplains, social workers, ex-prisoners, criminal justice 


officials, and voluntary workers attended the Second World Convocation of 
Prison Fellowship International this month. Among speakers were PFI founder 
Charles Colson (US), and Jaime Cardinal Sin, Roman Catholic archbishop of 
Manila. - EPS 


African church history being written EPS 86.08.92 


NAIROBI - Africa Church Information Service reports that about 20 historians 
from Benin, Cameroon, Ghana, Kenya, Sierra Leone, Nigeria, Uganda, Mozambique, 
and Zaire met here to prepare an effort to write an ecumenical history of the 
church in Africa. Ogbu Kalu, a professor in the religious studies department 
at the University of Nigeria, is project co-ordinator. - EPS 


Swedish bishops and women's ordination EPS 86.08.93 
STOCKHOLM - Bo Holmberg, the Swedish government minister for church affairs, 


says the government will not agree to the naming of bishops in the [Lutheran] 
Church of Sweden who oppose the ordination of women. —- EPS 


Indonesian church council appeals on South Africa EPS 86.08.94 
JAKARTA - At its meeting (here, 4-7 August), the Executive Board of the 


Communion of Churches in Indonesia appealed for Indonesian Christian 
opposition to apartheid in South Africa, through letters of solidarity and 
intercessory prayers. It also decided to invite South African church leaders 
to Indonesia, to set up a scholarship programme in Indonesia for South African 
youth, and to withdraw its funds from a bank here which is heavily involved in 
South Africa. Other international areas the board discussed were Lebanon, 
South Korea, the Philippines, and Sri Lanka, according to a CCI report. - EPS 


UN_NGO meeting on Palestine asks youth exchange programmes EPS 86.08.95 


VIENNA - A European regional meeting under UN auspices of non-governmental 
organizations (here, 30 June-l July) on the question of Palestine proposed 
youth exchange programmes, international seminars, and sponsorship of children 
to help in "educating public opinion on the issue of Israeli oppression". Its 
17-point declaration also urged that attention be drawn to "the need for 
projects to create employment and to build economic and social infrastructure 
in the Occupied Territories". A three-day international meeting followed the 
European meeting. The provisional list of participating organizations 
included the Christian Peace Conference, the French ecumenical aid agency 
CIMADE, Friends World Committee for Consultation, Pax Christi, Presbyterian 
Church (USA), World Council of Churches, World Student Christian Federation, 
and World YWCA. [A short report on the meetings, and a copy of the European 
meeting's declaration, is available from Ghassan Rubeiz, WCC Middle East 
secretary, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20.] - EPS 


Ghana government reps urge church attention to discipline EPS 86.08.96 
ACCRA -— The (July) "Christian Messenger" newspaper reports that in recent 
addresses to church meetings, government representatives have urged more 
Presbyterian attention to "discipline". E.A. Baidoo, the paper reports, said 
it was "rigid Presbyterian training, respect, humility, obedience, and truth 
that placed many sons and daughters into leadership positions". Baidoo called 
it a "great pity that these hallmarks are ebbing", and urged the Presbyterian 
synod to “wake up to do something about this". Speaking at another event, at 
which the Presbyterian Church of Ghana received a clinic, D.S. Ampoma said, 
"Wwe want to train our children to be God-fearing, respectful, obedient, 
humble, honest, and patriotic, and we rely on you for this change." In 
another address, K. Adjei Ababio said the "Presbyterian church is noted for 
her discipline, rectitude, and humility, and I appeal to the authorities not 
to relent in their efforts in intensifying this teaching." - EPS 


Two US denominations affirm theological basis for union EPS 86.08.97 
PRINCETON (New Jersey/US) — Two members of the Consultation on [US] Church 
Union (COCU) have voted overwhelmingly to affirm the "COCU Consensus", a 
55-page document which reflects a theological basis for union of nine US 
denominations. Approval came from the Christian Methodist Episcopal Church 
and the International Council of Community Churches. Still to vote are three 
Methodist (AME, AMEZ, UMC), and two Reformed (UCC, PCUSA) denominations, plus 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), and the Episcopal Church. —- EPS 


Name more parishes after women, Lutheran women suggest EPS 86.08.98 
CHICAGO - Delegates to the convention (here, 30 July-3 August) of Lutheran 


Church Women urged that "female names which are biblical or are significant in 
church history" be considered when names are chosen for new congregations. 
Currently, names for new Lutheran Church in America congregations are selected 
in consultation with the synod (regional) bishop, the pastor responsible for 
Organizing the congregation, and the LCA North American mission division. 
Also at its meeting, the LCW urged that ordained women, who will be about 1000 
of the 16,000 pastors in the LCA and two other US Lutheran denominations which 
are forming the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, be guaranteed places 
in denominational decision-making bodies. Currently, laywomen are guaranteed 
half the 60 percent of places reserved for laypeople on such bodies. - EPS 


Bush hosts evangelical communicators EPS 86.08.99 
WASHINGTON - US Vice President George Bush, an Anglican, hosted 50 prominent 


evangelical communicators at his home here, and told them he had "no problem 
talking about my personal relationship with Christ". Though he cannot 
remember a specific time or place when he accepted Christ, he said he 
considers Christ to be my Lord and Saviour", according to a report in 
Religious News Service (5 August). Bush reportedly said that he was "worried 
that [evangelical] people don't understand because I don't speak evangelical 
language". Bush is a likely candidate for the US presidency in 1988, -— EPS 


Disciples leader must be ordained . EPS 86.08.100 
ST. LOUIS (Missouri/US) - After hours of debate, the General Board of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) voted, 80-62, not to delete a 


requirement that the Disciples' general minister and president (national 
leader) be an ordained minister. - EPS 


Egypt urges resolution of chapel dispute in Jerusalem EPS 86.08.101 
biogeaiee ~ Fouad Sultan, Egypt's tourism minister, urged Israel (6 August) to 
pide ve Controversy about a chapel at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre 
ae The chapel is claimed by both Coptic (Egyptian) and Ethiopian Oriental 
bas Pe REOUPR Sultan said Egyptian tourism would grow if Israel solved the 
td sme woptic Pope Shenouda has banned pilgrimages until Copts regain the 
chapel, which was taken over by Ethiopian monks in 1970. - EPS 


Church, women's groups protest sexual torture EPS 86.08.102 
HONG KONG - The Committee for Asian Women of the Christian Conference of Asia 
has issued an “urgent appeal for action against sexual torture" in connection 
with the treatment of a woman, Kwon In Suk, who works in a small-motor 
manufacturing plant in Pucheon City, South Korea (RK). The committee [57 
Peking Road 4/F, Kowloon, Hong Kong] is circulating a detailed description of 
Kwon's torture, plus an appeal by RK women's and religious organisations. On 
behalf of the committee, Christine Chau says "we ... know full well that the 
same type of sexual torture has been used many times before, but that the 


victims did not have the courage to come forward and press charges."" - EPS 
US Methodist-RC dialogue on care for terminally ill EPS 86.08.103 
COLUMBUS (Ohio/US) - A dialogue between Methodists and Roman Catholics on 


medical care for the seriously and terminally ill is planned here, 11-14 
September. Bishops leading the dialogue are Benjamin Oliphint (Methodist 
(UMC), Houston) and Joseph Delaney (Roman Catholic, Fort Worth, Texas). - EPS 


Anglican priest forbidden to leave Israel EPS 86.08.104 


NAZARETH - An Anglican parish priest here, Riah Abu el Assal, has been 
forbidden to leave Israel until next August. Israeli Interior Minister Itzhak 
Peretz said it would be "contrary to the security interests of the state" for 
Abu el Assal to travel freely. The priest, a Palestinian with Israeli 
nationality, is secretary-general of the Progressive Movement for Peace, a 
political party with two members in the Knesset (Israeli parliament). He is 
also active in the Israeli Council for Israel-Palestine Peace, encouraging 
peace efforts between Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organization, and is 
a past member of the human-rights advisory group of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs of the World Council of Churches. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Jonathan Kozol: “Why Do Illiterate People Want to Read?" EPS 86.08.105 


This item was distributed by the FRG-based United Bible Societies in its 
July/August "World Report". Kozol, a US literacy expert, says 60 million US 
adults can only barely read, if that. The second and third answers he receives 
to his question are "I want to read good books" and "I want to help my kids". 


--. Why do illiterate people want to read? Nobody ever asks that. We know 
why Washington wants them to read. We know why business leaders want them to 
read. Scholars rarely ask what for me is a far more fascinating question: 
"Why does the non-reader want to read?" I ask this a lot. 


I spend a lot of time in church basements, corporate literacy programs, and 
Newspaper programs all over the country. Usually these are people that have 
--. been waiting for federal programs, underfunded programs, for a year or six 
months. They have been referred from place to place. Finally they are here. 


.-. L always expect they're going to give me either a very aggressive, 
political answer, or else a commercial answer - "to make more money". Well, 
those motives are there I suppose, but those aren't the first ones that you 
hear. ... The first answer I hear, across the board from black and white 
alike, is "I want to read the Bible". The Bible: That stuns me. 


It stuns me, partly because I'm agnostic myself. oe. It touches me deeply when 
these people who have so many other needs in life - to read ye food-stamp 
application for instance - first state, "I want to read the Bible". Sometimes 
it is a religious longing. Sometimes I think it's more than that. I think 
sometimes the Bible is a metaphor. It stands for history. It stands for an 
answer to that eternal question all of us ask, ... Who am I? Where do I come 


from? Where do I go? ... ~ EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Theological Education in Africa Today" EPS 86.08.106 


This is excerpted from a “message to the churches, African theological 
colleges, and associations of theological institutions" prepared by a 
consultation in Accra last month (EPS 86.08.88). 


... We noted the following aspects still prevailing in theological education 
in spite of significant attempts toward change: 


a. the disparity between the context as well as _ the methodology of 
theological education and the context of people's life characterized by 
continuous exploitation, political instability, conflicting religions, 
socio-political and economic ideologies, class struggle, racism, limited 
participation of people in decision-making process; 


b. the apparent lack of commitment on the part of theological institutions 
to the on-going mission of the Church, in providing leadership in spiritual 
formation and the renewal of the liturgical life of the Church; 


c. the elitism in church ministry and theological education which not only 
excludes parts of the people of God such as women, but also enervates the 
church by depriving her of the full richness of the ministry which she has 
been endowed by God; 


d. the resurgence of denominationalism even within united theological 
colleges largely due to the unclear ecumenical commitment of the churches. 


3. In view of these, we are compelled to make the following affirmations: 


a. the need for relevant theological education for all God's people to 
enable them to be involved in ministry. In this regard churches and 
theological educators are invited to reckon seriously with the complex and 
varied nature of the African context as well as theologizing in the local 
language; 


(b) the need for intellectual honesty, struggle, and climate and 
experiential spirituality as the ethos of institutions so as to prepare 
would-be-ministers for the ministry of upbuilding the body of Christ; 


(c) that the traditional residential forms have proven totally inadequate 
for the over-all theological education needs of the churches in Africa, and 
so alternate relevant forms have to be created; 


(d) that we already enjoy a unity in the common humanity of our peoples, 
which we seek to express visibly in Africa, as a basis for an ecumenism 
which transcends religious and other differences. ... We affirm the need 
for a more unified common theological reflection in the teaching of 
religion, be it Islam, Christianity or traditional African religions ...; 


~ the need for experiments in which churches converge in common action 
and reflection, particularly in relation to the organization of curricula 
to take account of ecumenical and community concerns; 


(f) the need for new content and methods for theological education in the 


light of particular political, economic, cultural and multifaith factors of 
the global village in which we live; 


Ae) nities that ecumenism is caught through the informal structures of 
ana a iy like interdenominational conferences, councils of churches, 
1S$tian actlon groups as much as through formal courses. ... —- EPS 


ECUTEXT: ‘Religious Peacemaking in Socialist Society" EPS 86.08.107 


This is excerpted from a message of the Holy Synod (of bishops) of the 
Russian Orthodox Church on "War and Peace in a Nuclear Age". The message has 
four, parts - a nine-section introduction, a 38-section discussion of 
Christian attitude to war", a 34-section discussion of "Christian 
understanding of peace", and a conclusion. Among points the text makes are 
that "nuclear war makes senseless the conditions on which ‘just war' was 
considered possible", that "nuclear war is inadmissible under any 
circumstances" and that a "space-based defence system [such as has been 
proposed by the US] is ineffective and dangerous". 


The special nature of the situation in which the Russian Orthodox Church works 
for peace is determined by the fact that her faithful in our country live and 
bear their witness under a new socio-economic formation - socialism. 


Man is the focus of all the concerns in our society. It is the respect for 
the dignity of man regardless of his social status, education, sex, religion, 
nationality or race that determines the internal unity of socialist society in 
which there are no antagonistic sections of the population. 


The purpose of our society is to give everyone an opportunity to fully develop 
his or her abilities and gifts, an opportunity for an all-round development of 
every member of society accompanied with a harmonious combination of personal 
and social interests. 


This creates real conditions for Christians and other religious and 
non-religious people to co-operate for the good of their society. We are 
deeply satisfied with the fact that our believers have successfully combined 
their religious life with their public and general human responsibilities. 


The preservation of peace is essential for the solution of internal problems 
in the Soviet state; that is why peace efforts in general and religious peace 
efforts in particular are considered so important in our country. 


As far back as 1917, our country adopted a Decree on Peace, thus proclaiming 
just peace and co-operation as the highest norm of international relations. 
Since then the principle of brotherhood and friendship among nations has been 
for our state one of the fundamental principles. The USSR has built its 
relations with all countries on the principle of mutual respect for 
international legal norms. 


The Soviet people are consistent in their search for mutual understanding, 
peaceful economic co-operation, cultural exchange with other nations. In 
accordance with the USSR Constitution, any propaganda of war is prohibited. 


Since the appearance of nuclear weapons the Soviet Union has persistently and 
resolutely come out for its prohibition and complete annihilation. And now 
when the earth has become oversaturated with their most sophisticated types, 
the USSR, as we noted above, has offered to international community a 
well-grounded and all-embracing programme of their stage-by-stage annihilation 
by the end of the 20th century. 


It is very significant for us as Christians because it is the time when we are 
to celebrate the 2000th anniversary of the coming to the world of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


Our state has taken the same firm position on the extremely dangerous use of 
outer space for military purposes, as well as on the development and 


production of any new type of all-destructive weapons. (over) 


peacemaking/2 


It is our conviction that all this is perfectly consistent with the Christian 


approach to the problem of war and peace in a nuclear age, Hence our 
believers' full acceptance and support of the peace policy of our motherland 
seeking a lasting and just peace for all nations without exception. Hence 


our task to do all that is possible to: 
- stop the arms race and, to this end, to seek first a complete ban 
nuclear tests 
- to deliver the earth from nuclear weapons by the end of this century; 
- to prevent the use of space for military purposes. 


We consider it especially important to combine the efforts of all religious 
people in our country and outside for a joint peace service so that together 
with other people of good will we could remove the threat of destruction of 
the sacred gift of life. 


We are convinced that such co-operation is an effective means of eliminating 
prejudice, misunderstanding, artifical weeds of hatred and distrust between 
nations, which, in their turn, contribute to the escalation of international 
tension and the growth of militarism. 


Solidarity for peace of all people of good will has always offered new 
possibilities for the peace service, giving us new strength for consolidation 
of peace and justice in the world. 


Bearing in mind that power is made perfect in weakness (2 Cor. 12:9), the 
faithful of the Russian Orthodox Church will tirelessly continue to pursue 
what makes for peace (Rom. 14:19), to multiply the love of the neighbour - the 
holy love that St Paul speaks to us about (Rom. 13). 


This message is issued at a significant time. The human race is standing on 
the threshold of the third millenium from the year of the Lord. At the World 
Conference: Religious Workers for Lasting Peace, Disarmament and Just 
Relations among Nations (Moscow 1977) the Russian Orthodox Church made an 
appeal to all Christians to begin their preparations for the great and sacred 
occasion of the 2000th anniversary of the coming to the world of our Lord 
Jesus Christ by declaring the remaining years the “years of peace" to be 
devoted to the zealous work for strengthening peace among nations. The years 


that have passed since the appeal have really been years of a growing peace 
movement throughout the world. 


The United Nations Organization has declared 1986 the Year of Peace. We 
welcome this decision and hope that every state in the world will make in this 
year its own contribution to the establishment of a lasting, just and 
universal peace. For the Russian Orthodox Church, this period is even more 


significant because, as we have noted in this message, it is standing on the 
threshold of its 1000th anniversary. 


Having _the experience of many years standing and faithful to its 
responsibility of discerning the signs of time (Mt. 16:3), our church 
considers it her duty to state before the people of God her views on the 
problem of war and peace at a time when a real threat is hanging over the very 
Survival on the earth. Convinced that nuclear war is a grave sin both before 
God and man and concerned for the protection of the present and future 
generations against death, the Russian Orthodox Church, by the very contents 
of her divine services, preaching and sacramental actions, educate her members 
probe RAE bapt the peace of Christ. She calls upon her faithful to do all 
" possible for them, and even more, to help prevent the fatal threat. 
ay any steps, any efforts in this direction be blessed. ... - EPS | 


ECUTEXT: "Theological Discoveries Through Interfaith Dialogue" EPS 86.08.108 


This item is from the introduction to material for a four-year study program 
being launched by the Sub-Unit on Dialogue of the World Council of Churches. 
The material includes nine study units: Living in a Religiously Plural World, 
Creation, Scriptures, Jesus Christ - Deepening Our Understanding of Christ in 
a Religiously Plural World, The Experience of Salvation, Witness in a 
Religiously Plural World, Spirituality, Community, and Hope and Vision. 


We invite you to join us in a study of what it means to be a Christian in a 
culturally, religiously, and ideologically plural world. We hope that small 
groups of people in all our churches and in all parts of the world will accept 
our invitation and the study will be truly ecumenical. We also hope that we 
would be able to pursue this theological reflection within the context of a 
living dialogue with people of other faiths. ... 


In 1984, the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches accepted a 
recommendation of the working group on dialogue for a five-year study 
programme. Accordingly, the WCC's dialogue sub-unit launched the work with 
three meetings of people who represented a variety of cultural and 
confessional backgrounds. ... An international consultation in 1989 will 
analyse the responses from around the world, and its findings will be shared 
with you and with all our churches. ... 


For a long time, people within the ecumenical movement have been trying to 
grasp the meaning of our obedience to the gospel in a world of many religions 
and cultures. The World Missionary Conferences at Edinburgh (1910), Jerusalem 
(1928) and Tambaram (1938) struggled to understand the significance of other 
faiths in relation to the gospel. When the International Missionary Council 
became part of the World Council of Churches in 1961, this concern was 
assigned to the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism. In 1971 a 
separate sub-unit was formed to promote dialogue between people of living 
faiths. A major landmark in this sub-unit's development was the 1977 meeting 
at Chiang Mai, Thailand, where a group of Christians representing many 
different ecclesiastical traditions drew up "Guidelines on Dialogue", which 
has become the basis of this type of work in the sub-unit and the churches. 


During the past few years, the sub-unit has organized a number of Hindu- 
Christian, Muslim-Christian, Buddhist-Christian and Jewish-Christian dialogues 
at international and regional levels. It has ... encouraged local dialogues. 
Occasionally, the sub-unit gathered representatives of traditional religions 
and cultures for interaction and dialogue. Multilateral dialogues (involving 
people from several religions) took place in Ajaltoun (1970), Colombo (1974), 
and Mauritius (1983). All these gatherings have served to open a new mode of 
relating to people of living faiths and ideological convictions. 


During the last few decades, questions about religious and cultural pluralism 
and the growing influence of secular and technological thinking have attracted 
renewed interest in the churches. Christian groups in predominantly Marxist 
societies are also seeking ways to enter into a new dialogue with their 
neighbours. Everywhere there is a fresh sense of urgency to build creative 
relationships. As interest in dialogue has grown, so has its actual practice, 
enabling various religious communities to understand one another better and to 


work more closely together. 


People engaged in dialogue have felt their own faith challenged and deepened 
by the new dimensions of religious life which they have observed, and many 
find in inter-religious encounter a new impetus for doing theology and 
reviving spirituality. ... over 


dialogue/2 


This experience, however, has also provoked questions about some of our 
theological presuppositions about people of other faiths and their 
convictions. We stand at a historic moment when the Christian theological 
tradition must take full account of the experiences of those who have been 
living for centuries in religiously plural societies, as well as_ the 
convictions of those who are newly stimulated by the broadening religious 
plurality of their surroundings. Our experience in dialogue suggests strongly 
that many of our "classical" theological assumptions need to be informed and 
challenged afresh by the new realities of our times. 


This study is thus a response to the inescapable necessity of setting our 
theology in the context of contemporary religious plurality. Of course, its 
intention is not to provide answers to the complex theological questions 
involved in relating to the faith and witness of others. These issues have 
deeply divided Christian theology and no definitive solutions have emerged. 


Distinctions based on natural and special revelation and theories which 
project certain traditions as preparation for evangelization have proved 
inadequate, but a fresh exploration could well lead us to the discovery - or 
rediscovery - within our heritage of the spiritual indicators we need for the 
way forward. 


Nor is it our purpose to provide information about other faiths. It is, 
rather, to promote an awareness of our neighbours as people of living faiths, 
whose beliefs and practices should become integral elements in our theological 
thinking about the world and the human community. In other words, this study 
is a call to Christians to make theological sense of the faiths of their 
neighbours. 


Hitherto, Christian theological reflection has not taken this seriously, but 
when the faith of our neighbours informs the way we observe and understand our 
own beliefs, we are bound to be challenged to seek new dimensions of our 
faith. In so doing we may also discover our neighbours in a new light, and so 
learn to live with them in closer community. 


We cannot of course be unmindful of the many situations in the world where 
religious communities are caught up in situations of conflict. Nor can we 
ignore the rise of conservative, at times militant, expressions of religion 
disrupting the life of communities which have for centuries lived in peace. We 
must recognize that religions and religious movements have been co-opted in 
the past - and are co-opted today - by demonic powers in the world. 


We must also recognize the wide gulf between theory and practice. The ideals 
enshrined in religious scriptures are not always evident in the day-to-day 


life of their followers. We have little reason to approach religious 
traditions in a mood of romantic enthusiasm. 


Our study, however, is an attempt, to consider the religious quest of 
humankind in its better manifestations. Even those of us who have legitimate 
reservations about certain aspects of religions, should learn to affirm and to 
relate to what is of value in the life and witness of their devotees. 


net is why the study is not so much about other faiths as our own; it is 
about how we may understand our faith better as we live with friends and 
neighbours who follow other faiths. All religions have a theology of other 

religions", whether expressed or not, and today we are all under pressure to 


review it, relate more positively to pe i 
ople of other fa 
togetherness and community. ... - EPS _e angie iqe geivives, 


world mission/2 


Along with the four-point agenda of Isaiah, I propose a second, parallel, 
agenda: making corporate worship and corporate prayer meaningful and available 
to all who work for the Isaiah vision - particularly for the Christians, in 
the first place. If we believe the churches can make a substantial advance 
into the Isaiah programme without prayer, we are kidding ourselves. 


If the churches are serious about the Isaiah vision, we will be spending 
ourselves nourishing the young, supporting the elderly, and walking with men 
and women as they build their houses and plant their vineyards. But, at 
certain hours, Christians will also be saying to all whom we serve and to 
allies and partners of the Isaiah programme, "Excuse us. We need to down our 
tools for a while, to gather to worship our God, celebrate his presence and 
intercede for the world. How would you like to join us for once? Come along. 
But we will be back." 


At the outset, probably no one except Christians will avail themselves of the 
opportunities of corporate worship and prayer. But as Christians continue to 
share the Isaiah agenda with others, working as equals, some will come to 
share in this parallel agenda also. 


The agenda of corporate worship and corporate prayer must be operative, and it 
must be operative on the local level. If it is absent there, my grandiose 
strategy for world mission collapses. The Isaiah vision minus the God who 
inspired the vision remains, I think, useful and good. But it will have 
become a different vision. The Holy Spirit of course works in many unexpected 
ways. But in this strategy for world mission, it is upon the working out of 
this agenda of corporate worship and prayer that the Isaiah programme becomes 
effectively evangelistic. 


Let me say a little more. Granted that the Isaiah vision is perceived to be 
worthwhile and adequate, with what attitude and frame of mind should we 
Christians involve ourselves? I think it is crucial that we do not engage in 
it out of a sense of power and crusade, but out of a sense of woundedness with 
each other and with the world, indeed, out of a sense of being healed by Jesus 
who was wounded for us. 


This concept of "shared woundedness", or "sinned againstness", is the basis of 
solidarity between the Christian and the world, and between the North and the 
South. We will be working out the Isaiah vision internationally and in our 
own neighbourhood, not because we Christians see ourselves as different from 
the rest, but because we see that we are no different from the rest. Despite 
differing situations and contexts, Christians recognize that like the rest of 
the world's people and our neighbours, we too have wounds on our bodies and on 
our souls. In case we do not, the sufferings of other people will remind us, 
if we would only let them. So out of a sense of shared woundedness we get 


involved with the Isaiah vision. 


With this attitude of shared woundedness, a church stands a better chance of 
becoming community and a spiritual home for all. Christians need no longer 
put on masks. We can let brothers and sisters share our lives. We no longer 
feel ashamed of letting people know that we have needs. And we need others to 
heal us and to walk with us as we lead the Christian life. In case this 
sounds like a pathetic clinging together of weak persons in order to escape 
from the world, I must hasten to say it is not so. We need one another in the 
church as we walk towards the Isaiah vision. In Christian fellowship, we do 


not hide the fact that we are weak, but we gather in order to be strong. It 
is a witness to our secular society where it is difficult for people to admit 


weakness to one another. ... — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Raymond Fung: "A Strategy for World Mission" EPS 86.09.16 


This is excerpted from the June/July issue of the "Monthly Letter on 
Evangelism" of the World Council of Churches, where Fung is evangelism 


secretary. 


... I propose that the churches, internationally and locally, make a permanent 
effort to be a credible sign to the vision described in Isaiah 65:17-23. Here 
the prophet reported on God's preference for society. It is not paradise. 
There is death, and sweat, and toil. But in God's preference for the world, 
four elements are basic: 


Children do not die. Old people live full lives. Those who build houses live 
in them. Those who plant vineyards eat the fruit. 


I make this proposal as a first component part of a strategy for world mission 
because it is biblical, easy to understand, powerful in its appeal, capable of 
being worked out in action in different circumstances, and capable of rallying 
many many churches whose unity is essential for world mission. I would like 
to see the churches proclaim in every neighbourhood that this four-point 
programme of Isaiah is what we stand for. 


Let us communicate to the whole world, 'We may not have the resources and the 
power to make this a universal reality for all of the world's five billion 
people. But this is what we are working towards, globally and in every 
locality where the church exists. For this is what our God is like. If this 
vision makes sense to you, join us and help make it a reality. If the God 
behind this vision makes sense to you, join us and learn more of him." Will 
this not speak to every human heart? In the North as well as in the South, in 
the West as well as in the East? 


The Isaiah programme will not come cheap for the churches: Food and health 
mission so that children need not die of hunger and malnutrition; old people 
protected and facilitated to contribute to the common good, so that their 
spirits do not wither away before their bodies do; involvement in development 


in order that working people and their families have the security and dignity 
of shelter and food. 


There are other costs. Soon the church will realize that faithfulness, and 
logic, will require that we challenge the world's dominant political 
ideologies, economic and social systems, governments, public policies and 
human behaviour, so that these powerful forces contribute to the Isaiah vision 
and not violate it. From the global to the local, whatever works towards the 
realization of the Isaiah vision, the church embraces as friend and ally. 
Whatever does the opposite, the church opposes as enemy and foe. But to 
friend and foe alike, whether they are people of other faiths, of atheistic or 
secular ideologies, people of good will or of evil mind, the church in its 
commitment to the Isaiah vision stands as a sign to the God it worships, a 
clear pointer to his character so that people can respond. 


Isaiah's four-point programme will take the church into all crucial issues 
which affect human existence today - war and peace, poverty, hunger, racism, 
social justice, international trade, ecology, human rights, sexism, interfaith 
dialogue, public policies, family and community life. Its working out in 
concrete action will have to be done both globally and locally. Christians 
will still disagree over what the most effective approaches are which by 
necessity involve political and economic judgments. But we will be moving in 


the same direction, towards the same i i i 
! c ; goal, sharing our resources, witnessi 
with a much higher degree of clarity to the God via has given the world this 


vision, globally and in every locality where the church is. ... over 


new zealand/2 


But there was little enthusiasm when the constitution was presented. Instead 
there was a sense of disappointment, and a realisation, not only that a wider 
group of people wanted to be part of shaping this new body, but also that the 
idea wasn't big enough. The idea wasn't big enough mainly because it failed 
to take into account two major new factors in the ecumenical scene of Aotearoa: 


First, a New Council of Churches had been constituted in 1982. Te Runanga 
Whakawhanaunga I Nga Hahi o Aotearoa drew together the Maori sections of the 
denominations including the Catholic church. It stood alongside the NCC as 
an autonomous self-determing expression of the church. The denominational 
churches and the NCC were facing the challenge that there was a new 
partnership to learn, a new area of justice to be worked through, and a new 
appreciation of the limitations of the monocultural church and society to be 
realized. The challenge remains that all this requires a response from the 
Pakeha [white]-dominated church, a response that is more than words. 


Second, the women's participation in the churches had become stronger. 
Against the backdrop of several member churches investigating what the 
community of women and men in the church meant in their institutional, 
worshipping and congregational life, women had, in a new sense of solidarity, 
moved into the discussions and decision-making in many more areas of the 
churches. Young people also, were indicating that their presence was 
essential if the church was to be seen as the whole people of God. 


All this meant that the new constitution was put aside and 1984 saw groups and 
churches around the country discussing what was required of an ecumenical 
body. ... A more representative group of church members were now shaping the 
future ecumenical body. A group of 70 people - women, men, lay, clergy, 
Maori, Pakeha, Pacific Island, young, old, took part. The new depth of 
discussion, the remarkable listening and dialogue, were convincing evidence of 
the power of the Spirit in the whole people of God. As the group worked 
together, their discussion grounded each day in Bible study and worship, 
agreement was reached on the essential ingredients in the new ecumenical body 
in Aotearoa. These form the goals of the body. They establish the ground 
rules which will guide the churches in their relations and life together in 
this new Council or Conference of Churches. ... 


A few years ago ‘ecumenical’ seemed to mean the denominational churches 
getting together in search of the unity of the church. It is that, but it's 
also the people of God in search of the unity of God's whole creation. ... The 
new body and its goals reflect this ‘ecumenical’ search for the unity of the 
whole household, in its demand that we see in one another the image of God and 
express this in mutual honour and respect whether young, old, Maori or Pakeha 
or Pacific Island, lay or clergy, woman or man, and express it further in the 
mutual relationship of humanity with the created universe. The unity of God 
is broken as much in the broken relationships, the alienation, and the 
barriers between races, between sexes, between society and the disabled, 
between the affluent and the poor, between humanity and the earth's resources, 
as in the broken relationships in the division of the churches. ... 


We must seek the unity of the church in order to assist in the work of binding 
the divisions and redressing the injustices of society. This is also evident 
in the goals. I believe we have rediscovered this truth in our work together 
over the last few years. This is the heart of the new impetus in the 
ecumenical movement of our day, in our situation in Aotearoa. It 18 a turning 
point. We glimpse the vision; we identify our goals; we stick by them 
while we move ahead; we learn to modify old behaviour and systems. ... — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Jocelyn Armstrong: "A New Ecumenical Forum in New Zealand" EPS 86.09.15 


This is excerpted from the preface of a new book, "Ecumovement: Towards a 
New Ecumenical Body in Aotearoa", published this year by that body's steering 
committee, edited by John Bluck, an Anglican priest who teaches practical 
theology at Knox College in Dunedin. The Conference of Churches in Aotearoa 
(New Zealand) is expected to succeed the National Council of Churches of New 
Zealand during the first part of next year. The current NCC, of which 
Armstrong is general secretary, includes 12 denominations ~ - Anglican, 
Presbyterian, Methodist, Baptist, Churches of Christ, Congregational, Quaker, 
Salvation Army, Greek Orthodox, Cook Islands Christian, Liberal Catholic, and 
Antiochian Orthodox. Roman Catholics are to be part of the new conference. 


The ecumenical movement in New Zealand is about to lose one body and get a new 
one. We are in the exciting time of transformation - the chrysallis stage. 
... But as we consider our future, let us also look back to see where we have 
come from. Forty-five years ago in New Zealand six churches came together to 
form the National Council of Churches. For 25 years the council's life was 
marked by large conferences in which delegates from the member churches spent 
time together. 


These conferences responded to two distinct reasons for establishing the 
Council of Churches. First there was the desire to speak together as "the 
church to the nation", Second there was the desire to discuss those 
theological matters which had divided the churches. 


For 45 years these two strands have been woven into the ecumenical life of the 
churches. The first strand of comment and study on church and society, 
developed into various forms of co-operative action which saw the churches 
acting together through the NCC Home and Family Weeks, in the 1957 All Black 
team discussion, in the annual Christmas Appeal for overseas aid, in comment 
and action on many concerns including immigration and refugees and more 
latterly the [19th-century] Treaty of Waitangi [between the Maroi natives and 
British settlers]. 


The second strand of theological discussion led some of the NCC member 
churches to ... church union negotiations. Although a union was not achieved 
between these five churches, the agreement reached between them, and the 
degree of mutual acceptance in matters of faith and ministry produced a 
trusting and cooperative relationship. 


This strand of theological discussion also led the NCC into the Joint Working 
Committee with the Roman Catholic Church, which considered in theological 
discussion matters of the church and in later years of society. This 
committee was able to be formed in partnership with the Roman Catholic Church 
after Vatican II in 1965-66. Other NCC agencies which were formed by both 
the Catholic church and the NCC in partnership, were the Inter-Church 


Commission on Immigration and Refugee Resettlement and the Ecumenical 
Secretariat on Development. 


From the two _Strands of ecumenical endeavour in the study of church and 
Society, and in the study of faith and order, the churches developed their 
various forms of chaplaincy. Prison, hospital, trade and industry, and 


university chaplaincies were all taken up in various forms by the churches in 
partnership. 


Paickg 1983, a constitution was written for a new ecumenical body. Churches 
adrift oS and other churches, including the Roman Catholic Church, were to be 
invited to be founding members. ... It was the exciting next step in the 
growing relationship of the Catholic church with the other churches. over 


450th/2 


Not all who participated in a Pentecost-week international forum - which 
brought together about 300 people from Reformed churches in more than 50 
countries, most in the Third World - thought that the story of Geneva's love- 


hate relationship with Calvin is the most live issue for a commemoration of 
the 450th anniversary of the Reformation here. 


Why, wondered Allan Boesak, president of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches, was there no place in the forum program for discussing what he said 
are the two most painfully relevant issues facing the Reformed tradition 
today: violence and nonviolence; and the question of when a government is what 
Calvin would call tyrannical, no longer meriting obedience from Christians? 


Beyond the issue of why the Reformed tradition so often shows a violent and 
oppressive face is the fact of the growing gap between the wealth and power of 
the North and the poverty and misery of the South. Most of today's estimated 
70 million Christians whose heritage is traced to what happened in Geneva 450 
years ago live outside Europe and North America, at the other end of the 
wealth-and-power spectrum from Calvinists of Geneva, Amsterdam or Edinburgh. 


Reformed people in the North might prefer to concentrate on the historical or 
theological details of their tradition, ignoring the desperate human realities 
their fellow-Calvinists know first-hand and avoiding the uncomfortable 
question of how their wealth is related to others' poverty. But Reformed 
theology, says Swiss Reformed theologian Lukas Vischer, forbids turning one's 
eyes away like that. 


Vischer told forum participants that central to the cherished Reformed idea of 
"covenant" is the church as a universal community. God in Christ has opened 
his covenant to all human beings; it is no longer tied to ethnic, linguistic 
or national boundaries. Every Christian, Vischer said, is first and foremost 
a member of the community of Christ which crosses all boundaries. "But would 
anyone want to claim that the churches live out this truth?" Throughout 
history, Reformed churches especially have “again and again used the covenant 
idea to defend particular national messianic missions", 


These days, it is often refugees who bring home the realities of life in the 
Third World to the wealthy societies of the North. Since the time of Calvin, 
Geneva has been a haven for those made homeless by persecution in their own 
countries. No more. As throughout Western Europe, resentment against 
foreigners is on the rise in Geneva. Now that most refugees are dark-skinned 
people the idea of a haven for the homeless has yielded to the image of a 
"flood" of refugees, threatening jobs, altering cultural identity (whatever 
that is), and disrupting the peace of society. Never mind that there are no 
statistics to back up the claims that the trickle (far from a flood) of 
refugees in Europe takes jobs other than those the Europeans don't want to do 
anyway or that they are more prone to delinquency than the natives. 


Does this hardening of hearts and closing of doors have anything to do with 
Calvinism? One question which the 450th anniversary of the Reformation in 
Geneva forces is why Calvinism - diligent, serious, conscientious - so often 
seems to sow the seeds of the secularism that marks its own downfall. 


Does Calvinism inevitably foster a level of material achievement whose fruits 
are not only empty churches on Sunday morning - all the members are enjoying a 
respite from the hard work done during the week - but also a self-centered and 
self-serving individualism that might well be summarized as: "I've got mine. 
You get yours." That, perhaps, is a question not only for Geneva. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Marlin VanElderen: "Reflections on the Geneva Reformation" EPS 86.09.14 


VanElderen, a member of the Christian Reformed Church in North America, edits 
the World Council of Churches monthly, "One World". This item is abridged and 
adapted from an article he contributed to the CRC weekly, "The Banner". 


It used to be against the law in Geneva to skip church. Today, as a rule, few 
residents of this wealthy and cosmopolitan city darken the doors of what is 
still called, with a touch of bravado, the National Protestant [Reformed] 
Church of Geneva. So on Pentecost 1986, when 5000 people crowded the 
cathedral of St Pierre and its courtyard, it was an extraordinary event. A 
couple of weeks earlier, a reporter for Geneva's largest daily asked people on 
the streets if they knew the origins of Ascension Day and Pentecost - both 
public holidays in Switzerland. One or two figured out that Ascension Day had 
something to do with Jesus' going up into heaven; nobody had any idea what 
Pentecost was about. 


But if the people of Geneva get low marks for biblical and theological 
knowledge, they are conscious of their own history. And what drew the crowds 
to the cathedral on this Pentecost Sunday was that history: the opening 
service of a celebration of the 450th anniversary of the Reformation in 
Geneva. The commemoration is continuing for the rest of the year. Displays at 
art galleries, libraries and museums, the opening of an archaeological site ~ 
uncovered by excavators renovating the cathedral, lecture series and concerts, © 
guided tours, sound-and-light productions at the Collége Calvin and the 
Reformation monument - all combine to remind Geneva of a key event in its 
history (and to attract tourists). 


It was 21 May 1536 that the citizens of Geneva assembled at the same cathedral 
and ratified the Reformation. Religiously the city had been in ferment for 
several years. The last Roman Catholic bishop of Geneva, Pierre de la Baume, 
had fled in 1533. Historian John T. McNeill describes what happened on that 
l6th-century Sunday in May: "With uplifted hands the citizens pledged 
themselves to live by the Word of God and to abandon idolatry." 


At center stage was the fiery reformer Guillaume Farel. But the "tense and 
unsettled" situation in Geneva after the decisions of 21 May, writes McNeill, 
"called for talents of a higher order". Realizing his own limits, Farel 
importuned John Calvin to move to the city and join in the Reformation effort. 
Calvin agreed reluctantly, arriving later that summer. 


If Geneva is now known as the city of Calvin, it is not because the dedicated 
and serious French reformer was an immediately beloved figure in a place whose 
citizens were as noted for resenting meddlesome foreigners as for enjoying 
raucous times in their cabarets. In less than two years, the authorities 
expelled him. He returned, reluctantly, when they summoned him from Strasbourg 
in 1541, But it would be another 15 years before he consolidated his authority. 


Today, what signs are there today of Calvin's teaching in this city, the city 
also of Voltaire and Rousseau, the seat of the International Red Cross, the 
UN, and scores of lesser-known international bodies, the home of banks and 
multinational businesses and rows of fashionable boutiques where the price 
tags in window displays take your breath away? "Calvin has never stopped 
being contested, detested, today as yesterday, by the Genevois", said Old 
Testament theologian Robert Martin-Achard in his Pentecost sermon in the 
cathedral. "If they are ill-tempered and morose, it's naturally to Calvin that 
they owe it; if their children inherit their complexes, if they carry their 
guilt feelings around everywhere, it's surely Calvin's fault." But, he asked 

1s Geneva really the city of Calvin? “Or is it rather a sort of 
Babylon-on-the-Rhone, worshipping the god of money?" - (over) 


ECUVIEW/Bill Girdner: "Roman Catholicism in Mexico" EPS 86.09.13 
This item is abridged and adapted from Religious News Service. 


Hostility of the state towards the church in Mexico stems from the colonial 
domination of the country by Spain, the history of church work on behalf of 
the Spanish crown, and violent confrontations between church and state during 
the 1920s. But now, the church is returning to the political life of the 
country after nearly a half-century of retreat. 


In its new activism, however, it has broken into two factions, roughly 
reflecting the secular political split in the country, with liberals in the 
south and conservatives in the north. "In the north, the bishops often 
support PAN [the Partido Accion Nacional]", said Enrique Gonzalez, a Jesuit 
priest whose Foundation for Catholic Aid sets up work co-operatives and helps 
supply food for the poor. "In the south they tend to support the left". 
There is little support anywhere in the church for the Partido Revolucionario 
Institucional (PRI), which has been in power for nearly 60 years. 


Southern bishops have been pushed towards the left by their exposure to the 
plight of Indians and Central American refugees, and by the slow death of 
local economies, said Gonzalez and others. In contrast, bishops from northern 
Mexico are supporting the conservative PAN party because it is the principal 
alternative to PRI, roundly criticized for corruption and vote fraud. 


Church political involvement is “important for the country, and it is 
worrisome", says Fernando Estrada, who teaches political science at a Mexico 
City university and is currently on leave to work at the Center for US-Mexico 
Studies at the University of California at San Diego. ''Religion and politics 
is a mixture that is potentially explosive on both sides, left and right", 
said Estrada. 


That theme was echoed by other political and religious observers who say 
church activism has the potential for constructive or ominous outcomes. Le 
can foster greater participation by Mexicans in their government, or rip the 
political fabric into violent and radical divisions. 

In the south, some priests have been indirectly associated with guerrilla 
actions because they were former teachers of students who eventually took up 
arms against the ruling government during the last decade. 


In the past two years, Bishop Sergio Loma, from the state of Chiapas near the 
Guatemalan border, has waged a strong campaign in favour of land rights for 
Indians and against police and military violence. 


But it is in the northern states of Sonora, Chihuahua and Nuevo Leon where the 
Mexican church has been most politically active, sometimes stubbing its toe in 
its zeal. For instance, a Sonoran bishop met last year in Mermosillo with 
PAN leaders and representatives of the US government, a meeting that was 
considered a major political error because it involved considering the 
interests of the US as well as the church. Since then, the bishops in the 
north have concentrated their efforts on condemning the corruption of the 
current government and the concentration of power in one political party. 


Only time will tell which church faction dominates or whether the government 
can withstand the challenge from either side. But it is becoming clearer 
that elements such as the earthquake, the fight for justice among Indians and 


refugees in the south, and the almost universally-held opinion in this society 
that the current government is overwhelmingly corrupt, have given church 


reformers of the right and left a new level of influence. - EPS 


Registered Baptists appeal on split anniversar EPS 86.09.08 
MOSCOW - The All-Union Council of Evangelical Christians~Baptists issued an 
appeal marking the 25th anniversary of a 1961 split in the Soviet denomination. 
Some AUCECB members said its leaders then gave in too much to pressure from 
the Soviet authorities. The council says it has "constantly been praying for 
those who are not united with us". It will continue "meetings and talks +e 
already begun with autonomously registered churches, and ... begin talks with 
unregistered churches" if "we all recognize our great responsibility before 
God and the fellowship of our churches, and also before our country". - EPS 


Baptist health worker reported killed by Nicaraguan contras EPS 86.09.09 
MANAGUA - Cepad, the Nicaraguan ecumenical development group, reported that a 
24-year-old Baptist health worker, Nestor Antonio Castilblanco, was killed in 
northern Nicaragua last month by "US-backed contras", forces opposed to the 
Nicaraguan government. Also tortured and killed, Cepad reported, were two of 
Castilblanco's brothers, and a brother-in-law. - EPS 


Vatican denies US theologian right to teach EPS 86.09.10 


ROME - After a seven-year investigation, the Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith, the part of the Vatican which deals with doctrinal questions, © 
announced (18 August) that US theologian Charles Curran is "not suitable nor 
eligible to teach Catholic theology" at Vatican-chartered Catholic University 
in Washington because he disagrees with some official Roman Catholic teaching 
on contraception, premarital sex, homosexuality, masturbation, euthanasia, 
abortion, divorce, and remarriage. Curran said he has "always developed my 
moral theology in the light of accepted Catholic principles". He said his 
occasional dissent from official teaching is "within a more general and 
prevailing context of assent. I remain a loyal and committed Roman Catholic. 
I pray daily that I might continue to love and serve the church without 
bitterness and anger."' A former president of the Catholic Theological Society 
of America, he received support from 750 theological colleagues in his efforts 
to retain his post in the theology department. It was not immediately clear 
whether he would be permitted to continue teaching in another university 
department, or at a Roman Catholic school not chartered by the Vatican. - EPS 


Bossey's 36th session EPS 86.09.11 
GENEVA - The Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies, a programme of the 


Ecumenical Institute (Bossey) of the World Council of Churches and of the 
University of Geneva, has its 36th session 15 October through 28 February. 
Theme is "the unity and the mission of the church". It is open to students, 
and others "interested in a deeper study of ecumenical problems, and want to 


prepare themselves for ecumenical work in the future." - EPS 
United Church of Canada apologizes to native peoples EPS 86.09.12 
SUDBURY (Ontario/Canada) - In a solemn ceremony punctuated by pounding drums 


and wailing chants, the 370-member General Council of the United Church of 
Canada (here, 13-22 August) formally apologized for failing to “recognize, 
learn from, and share in native spirituality, and for the resulting 
destruction of dignity, culture, and spirituality". The apology was voiced by 
UCC Moderator Robert Smith. He told native elders sitting in a circle around 
a fire in a tepee he was not apologizing for the Christian gospel, but rather 
for the “imposition of European language, dress, and values on a proud peopl 
as a condition of their hearing the gospel of Jesus Christ". The denomination 
has about 65 congregations with a mostly native membership. In other actions, 
the council elected Anne Squire, recently retired from the UCC national staff, 
to succeed Smith; and Howard Mills, a Canadian who is president of Unite 
Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities in the US (Minnesota), to be the 
denomination's secretary (senior staff member), succeeding Phil Cline. I 


FE okayed a resolution urging a "variety of metaphors, images, and pronoun 
or God in church documents, worship, and liturgy". - EPS 


INDIAN INTER-FAITH GROUP Ecumenical Press 
URGES PEACE AND DIALOGUE Service 86.09.04 


NEW DELHI - Forums, peace centres, and councils at local, regional, and 
national levels, for discussion and dialogue between people of different 
faiths were urged by a group of academics, social workers, and religious 
leaders here last month, including Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs, and Christians. 


Sponsored by the National Council of Churches in India, the group considered 
problems related to communal harmony, peace and justice in the country. It 
met in a context of recent inter-religious violence and suspicion. Speakers 
argued that the basic causes of disharmony are socio-economic and political. 


The "divide-and-rule" policy of British colonial rule is being perpetuated 
today by politicians and the business class to further vested interests and 
power structures, the group said. It said "human values of India as a secular 
state with impartiality to all religions must be sustained and promoted among 
all levels of society"'. It recommended that all communities and the media 
take care not to use religious and communal terminology, in order to avoid 
misinterpretation and misinformation. 


It also requested all religious communities to avoid ostentation, such as 
elaborate processions and provocative slogan-shouting, in areas of communal 
tension. It condemned "all forms of violence, overt and subtle, to achieve 
any ends. We urge for exploring of ways and means to curb violence through 
meetings, discussions, dialogue and articulation of this concern through the 
media. We urge all religious communities to explore non-violent means to 


achieve social harmony and justice." - EPS 
Philippine RC bishops call for 100 days of prayer, fasting EPS 86.09.05 


MANILA - The Roman Catholic bishops of the Philippines have urged 100 days of 
prayer and fasting to support government efforts for reconciliation, peace, 
and unity. Among problems cited by the bishops are the economy, communist 
insurgency, poverty, social injustices, power struggles within the government, 
corruption, and the impatience of those who expect reforms too soon. - EPS 


United church distributes Roman Catholic liturgy in India EPS 86.09.06 
MADRAS - The general secretary of the [United] Church of South India, M. 


Azariah, has distributed the liturgical text and message for Justice Sunday 
(17 August) issued by the country's Roman Catholic bishops, and prepared by 
their Commission for the Welfare of Scheduled Castes and Backward Classes. 
Azariah said other Christians have much to learn from Roman Catholics in this 
area. About two years ago, the joint Commission for Peace and Justice of the 
CSI, [United] Church of North India, and [Independent] Mar Thoma Church, 
issued a statement on the problems of Christians of lower classes and castes, 
though unlike the Roman Catholic document, it did not directly acknowledge 
that discrimination against them exists also in the church. -— EPS 


Opponents of South African presence in Namibia to be expelled? EPS 86.09.07 
WINDHOEK (Namibia) - Three leading opponents of South Africa's presence in 
Namibia, including the general secretary of the Council of Churches in 
Namibia, Abisai Shejavali, face expulsion from the territory, according tossa 
major newspaper ("Die Republikein") here with government links. It also 
listed civil rights lawyer David Smuts and journalist Gwen Lister, both of 
whom were born in South Africa. Shejavali, 52, a Lutheran pastor, was born in 
Angola, and moved to Namibia when he was 3. Basis for the deportations may be 
a new law, and hinge on the fact that they were not born in Namibia. Many 
senior police and army officers in Namibia are citizens of or were born in 
South Africa, as was the Namibian government's education minister. — EPS 


CHILDREN REPORTED 'MISSING', Ecumenical Press 
TORTURED IN SOUTH AFRICA Service 86.09.03 


This item was compiled from various reports, by David Devadas in Geneva. 


JOHANNESBURG - Monitoring groups in South Africa are concerned about 14 
persons, earlier thought by friends and relatives to be in detention, but now 
said by the government to be missing. "Anything can happen when the police 
are not accountable for their actions", said Audrey Coleman, an official of 


the Detainees’ Parents Support Committee (DPSC). '"'They could be dead." 


Oupa David Mazibuko, 15, of Evaton township near here, was detained 3 July. 
His grandmother said he was assaulted during his arrest and has not been seen 
since. The police say he was released the next day. Similarly, Vusumuzi 
Ndlovu has not been seen since his detention 23 June. Police say he was 
released 8 July. 


Inter Press Service (IPS) reported (22 August) that at least 3,000 children 
under 16 years have been detained by police over the past two months. IPS 
interviewed 12-year-old William Natela, who said he had been given electric 
shocks on his hands, feet, and genitals, while in detention. 


A number of people praying at church services 16 June for an end to apartheid 
were arrested then (EPS 86.06 87). So far, only children under 10 have been 
released. 


Spokespersons for both the Progressive Federal Party's Missing Persons’ Bureau 
and the DPSC said their lists confirmed that about a third of the detainees 
are under 18. Bureau Director Neil Ross said the total number of detainees 
could be as high as 14,000. The South African government released (19 August) 
the names of 8500. 


Two doctors who visited South African prisons with official approval in July 


called on the South African government to empty the country's prisons of 
children. 


Torture of Smangaliso Mkhatshwa, secretary general of the Southern Africa 
Catholic Bishops' Conference, has also been alleged in an urgent application 
(23 August) in the Supreme Court in Pretoria. Mkhatshwa was detained (EPS 


86.06.87) in the first wave of arrests after an emergency was imposed in South 
Africa in June. 


According to an accompanying affidavit by Mkhatshwa's secretary, Cecilia Smit, 
he had difficulty walking when she went to see him in jail (21 August). He 
told her, she said, that he had been taken blindfold for interrogation by five 
men and remained on his feet throughout the interrogation. His hands and feet 
were swollen, she reported. "As he climbed up two steps on to a verandah a 
few metres from the room where we were to meet, I immediately noticed that he 
was experiencing difficulty in standing up straight and walking", she said. 


Meanwhile, the government and some of the South African media castigated 
Desmond Tutu, who this month became Anglican archbishop of Cape Town, for 
calling for economic sanctions against South Africa during a recent visit to 
Japan, China, and the West Indies. The pro-government "Citizen" newspaper 


accused him of trying to "gain a great deal of mileage out of his 
ecclesiastical super stardom". 


Tutu dismissed such "Tutu-bashing" i i * i i 

: ling calling it "sad to discover that we still 
think we can solve the serious ’ problems of this country by looking for 
scapegoats either outside the country or internally, and I fit the bill". - EPS 


deaths/2 


In her own denomination, the Episcopal Church, Wedel was a member of its 
Executive Council (1955-62), of its ecumenical relations committee (1958-69), 
and presiding officer of Episcopal Church Women (1955). Ina message marking 
her death, Castro called her one of ecumenism's "most gracious and articulate 
leaders," and noted that in Episcopal circles she was known as "the first lady 
of ecumenism." He said she "gave unstintingly of herself, never wavering in 
her commitment to our common Lord, and to the cause of Christian UnLeYyS.: 


Aharonian was named an MECC "honorary president" by its assembly in 1985. As 
a tribute, the council is publishing his recent study of the Armenian 
Evangelical Churches and their participation in the ecumenical movement. He 
was also president of the Lebanon-based Union of Evangelical Armenian Churches 
in the Near East from 1951 to 1979, and a founder and president (1958-78) of 
the Near East School of Theology in Beirut. He was a member of the WCC 
Central Committee from 1954 to 1961. 


In a message on behalf of Castro, WCC Deputy General Secretary Todor Sabev 
called Aharonian's death a "great loss to the entire ecumenical family, to the 
Armenian world, to bleeding Lebanon, to the Middle East churches, to schools 


of theology, and to the World Council of Churches."" —- EPS 

ZIMBABWE GOVERNMENT Ecumenical Press 
WARNS ON HUMAN RIGHTS Service 86.09.02 
HARARE (Steve Askin) - Zimbabwe Catholic Justice and Peace Commission Chairman 


Michael Auret says he is "saddened" but not frightened by a top government 
official's threat (21 August) to arrest any Zimbabwean who gives information 
to London-based Amnesty International. 


The threat from Home Affairs Minister Enos Nkala - in charge of Zimbabwe's 
police - was the latest in a series of verbal attacks on human-rights 
activists. Nkala said Zimbabwe intends to ignore all future Amnesty 


reports. Another member of Prime Minister Robert Mugabe's cabinet termed the 
group “an enemy of our system". 


JPC is Zimbabwe's only independent human-rights group. Police briefly jailed 
Auret and Director Nicholas Ndebele in June, in part because they were 
suspected of giving information to Amnesty. They were quickly freed, however, 
on a personal order from Mugabe [EPS 86.06.117]. Auret said he is mystified 
by the harsh warnings from a government whose actual human rights performance 
is, in his view, "relatively good" and rapidly improving. 


Earlier this month, Nkala called in officials of church agencies and other 
non-government organizations (NGOs) involved in development and social service 
work to warn they are being watched as suspected Amnesty informants. Foreign 
NGO workers would be expelled and locals detained, he said, if they helped 
Amnesty create “fabrications, distortions and lies" against Zimbabwe. (Amnesty 
charged late last year that Zimbabwe tortured many of several hundred 


political detainees.) 


While repeatedly denying that abuses ever occurred, Zimbabwe has, Auret said, 
"taken the action Amnesty wanted and cleaned up the show" on violence by 
police and other security forces. Torture and other "hard-arm tactics" were 
used widely last year, he said, but have almost stopped. He argued that 


icial tarnish Zimbabwe's reputation by criticizing Amnesty when they 
beta be "taking advantage of the real improvement" in human rights to 


advance the country's international image. - EPS 


THREE VETERAN ECUMENISTS DIE: Ecumenical Press 
NISSIOTIS, WEDEL, AHARONIAN Service 86.09.01 


GENEVA - Three veteran ecumenists - Greek Orthodox Nikos Angelos Nissiotis, US 
Anglican Cynthia Clark Wedel, and Armenian Evangelical Hovhannes Aharonian - 
died last month. Nissiotis, 61, died (17 August) following an automobile 
accident. Wedel died (24 August) of cancer, two days before her 78th 
birthday. Aharonian, 78, died the same day, in Beirut. 


Nissiotis was moderator of the World Council of Churches' Commisssion on Faith 
and Order from 1975 to 1983. He is survived by his wife Marina, who was 
injured in the accident. Wedel was a WCC president from 1975 to 1983. Her 
husband Theodore died in 1970. Aharonian was chosen a founding president of 
the Middle East Council of Churches in 1974. He is survived by his wife 
Lydia, and two sons. 


Nissiotis was given a state funeral in Athens (25 August), presided over at 
his cathedral by Archbishop Serafim, head of the [Eastern Orthodox] Church of 
Greece. He was buried in the main cemetery in Athens, in a section set aside 
by the government for “honored Greeks." Wedel's funeral (29 August) was at 
National Cathedral, the principal US Anglican church, in Washington. 
Aharonian's funeral (28 August) was at First Armenian Evangelical Church in 
Beirut. 


Nissiotis, a professor in the theological faculty of the University of Athens, 
was also a member of the International Olympic Committee. The accident 
occurred as he and his wife were returning home to Athens from an Olympic 
institute, where he frequently lectured on the philosophy of Olympic sport to 
young athletes. 


He was a WCC observer at the Second Vatican Council. He gave a major address 
on the Orthodox role in the WCC at its Third Assembly, in New Delhi in 1961. 
He joined the staff of the WCC Ecumenical Institute in 1958, and served as its 
director from 1966 to 1974. He was general secretary of the Student Christian 
Movement in Greece after World War II, and active in the World Student 
Christian Federation. He studied theology in Greece and Switzerland (with 
Emil Brunner in Ziirich and Karl Barth in Basel). His doctorate came from the 


University of Louvain (Belgium), with honorary degrees from several 
institutions. 


Acting for WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, who was on holiday, WCC 
Assistant General Secretary Patrick Coidan said of Nissiotis that "we shall 
greatly miss a fervent advocate of the Orthodox theological thought and a 
devoted worker of the ecumenical movement". Calling him "one of the foremost 
€cumenists of this generation, as well as a leading theological spokesperson 
for the Eastern Orthodox churches", John Deschner, who succeeded Nissiotis as 
WCC faith-and-order moderator, recalled that "he helped design the primary 


strategy for present-day ecumenical theological work", including the 1982 text 
on baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM). 


Wedel, who received her doctorate in psychology from George Washington 
University and honorary degrees from several US colleges and universities, was 
associate general secretary of the [US] National Council of Churches (1960-69) 
and then director of the Center for a Voluntary Society, and executive 
director of the Church Executive Development Board, until she retired in 
1973 She was president of the NCC from 1969 to 1972, and president of Church 
Women United from 1955 to 1958. She chaired the NCC broadcasting and film 


commission from 1955 to 1960. She was a WCC observer at the Second Vatican 


Council, and belonged to WCC commissi > 
ssio 
(1959-41) and tha laity (1961-68). ove ns on women and men in the church 


SHOPTALK (53/26) 


EPS coverage is planned as follows (date is mailing date of EPS): 
16 September: assemblies of the Caribbean Conference of Churches, 


Conference of European Churches, Pacific Conference of Churches; ecumenical 
consultation on new religious movements 


24 September: PCC assembly (continued) 
1 October: PCC assembly (concluded) 


A World Consultation on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service is 
planned by the World Council of Churches in Cyprus, 19-26 November. About 300 
church leaders, development-agency representatives, and workers in local 
church-aid projects are expected. It is open to journalists. Any 
interested in attending can contact WCC/Monique McClellan, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20. 


An interview with Glen Garfield Williams, retiring general secretary of the 
Conference of European Churches is available from EPS. 


The World Association for Christian Communications (122 King's Road, London 
SW3 4TR) is planning a series of communication training manuals for Africa, 
Asia, and the Pacific. Project co-ordinator Sheila O'Connell is seeking 
suggestions for topics and authors. The manuals are intended for “church 
communicators and others who wish to learn about and apply technical, 
editoral, and managerial skills in communication. Most of the manuals will be 
written by authors from the South for use in their region. ... The series will 
be based on the principles of democratic, participatory communication." 


The Catholic Institute for International Relations (22 Coleman Fields, London 
Nl 7AF) has material available on the current situation of the End 
Conscription Campaign in South Africa. 


Religious News Service (104 West 56 Street, New York NY 10019) has available a 
long article by James Gittings reporting on detentions and interrogations of 
three Protestant ministers by Nicaraguan police. 


Raymond Fung, WCC secretary for evangelism (Box 66, CH-12Z11 Geneva 20), is 
looking for “stories about the movement of persons from no faith, or nominal 
faith, or other faiths, to faith in Jesus Christ" in socialist countries and 
"religiously plural settings". Fung says "they do not have to be success 
stories, or of dramatic and glamorous turns of events. They need simply be 
stories of faithfulness - to God, to the reality of the context, and to the 
persons with whom the gospel is shared." 


Asia Floods - Situation Report 1 (15 August) is available from the WCC 
inter-church aid commission (CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). it 
summarizes the situation and/or church action related to the Philippines, 
China, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Indonesia. Also available are an 
outline of an appeal for 150,000 US dollars to respond to the Indian floods, 
and a situation report (number 4, 22 August) on the emergency in Sudan. 


The second 1986 "Photo Oikoumene", the WCC photo catalogue, is available 
(WCC/Film and Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). It includes photos 
from Nicaragua, El Salvador, and Guatemala. 


If you ask to be on the list, EPS headlines will be telexed to you. We pay 
for that. You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. Next EPS deadlines: 15,23,30 Sep (0800 
GMT). EPS printing: this issue, 29 Aug; next issue, 16 Sep. 
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A World Consultation on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service is 
planned by the World Council of Churches in Cyprus, 19-26 November. About 300 
church leaders, development-agency representatives, and workers in local 


church-aid projects are expected. It is open to journalists, who _can 
contact WCC/Monique McClellan, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20, for more information. 


The new (July) issue of the WCC quarterly "Ecumenical Review" has as its 
theme, “Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation." Articles include 
"Biblical Aspects of the Process of Mutual Commitment" (Heino Falcke), "Power : 
Some Biblical Perspectives" (Hans-Ruedi Weber), "Minjung Economics: Covenant 
with the Poor" (Kim Yong-Bock), "The Celebration of the Eucharist," (Sister 
Heidi), "Key Points for the Conciliar Process" (Herbert Froehlich), "The 
Challenges of the JPIC Process" (Julia de Santa Ana), "A Council for Peace" 
(C.F. von Weitzsicker), "A ‘Peace Church' Perspective on Covenanting" (John H. 
Yoder), "Towards a Credible Ecumenical Theology of Nature" (David Gosling), 
Third World/First World Linkages in the 1970s and 1980s (Joseph R. Barndt), 
"The Covenant Project" (Joe Seremane), "Disarmament from Below, "and 
"Declaration on Plans for a Peace Council." A copy is available on request to 
WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


In EPS 86.06.64, change the name of the new secretary for justice, peace, 
and the integrity of creation. His name is Daniel Premaseelan; he is also 
known as Preman Niles. 


Raymond Fung, WCC secretary for evangelism (Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20) is 
looking for "stories about the movement of persons from no faith, or nominal 
faith, or other faiths, to faith in Jesus Christ" in socialist countries and 
“religiously plural settings". Fung says "they do not have to be success 
stories, or of dramatic and glamorous turns of events. They need simply be 
stories of faithfulness - to God, to the reality of the context, and to the 
persons with whom the gospel is shared." 


Asia Floods - Situation Report 1 (15 August) is available from the WCC 
inter-church aid commission (CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). It 
summarizes the situation and/or church action related to the Philippines, 
China, India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Indonesia. Also available are an 
outline of an appeal for 150,000 US dollars to respond to the Indian floods, 
and a situation report (number 4, 22 August) on the emergency in Sudan. 


The second 1986 "Photo Oikoumene", the WCC photo catalogue, is available 
(WCC/Film and Visual Arts, Box 66, CH-121l Geneva 20). It includes photos 
from Nicaragua, El Salvador, and Guatemala. 


If you ask to be on the list, EPS headlines will be telexed to you. We pay 
for that. You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. Usually, EPS deadlines are Tuesdays at 
0800 GMT. EPS printing: this issue, 17 Sep; next issue, 24 Sep. 


MANY ISSUES ON CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
AGENDA IN CARIBBEAN Service 86.09.17 


BRIDGETOWN (Barbados) - The Fourth Assembly of the Caribbean Conference of 
Churches approved a score of resolutions during its sessions at the University 
of the West Indies, here. Most passed unanimously, or with little 
Opposition. Theme of the meeting (4-9 September) was Jesus Christ: "Justice, 
Hope, Peace." 


Calling drug traffic in the region "rampant," and citing the "criticial 
implications for the sovereignty of the region" of drug abuse, the assembly 
urged the CCC to implement "educational programs to sensitize congregations" 
on the issue, and asked national Christian councils and church heads to 
"establish anti-drug campaigns, and give support to national anti-drug 
education programs, and drug treatment centers." It also called for "stiffer 
penalties for convicted drug pushers, drug traffickers, and profiteers from 
the drug trade." 


On another Caribbean social issue, the "increasing trade in prostitutes 
across the Caribbean," the assembly urged the CCC to work actively to 
“repatriate and rehabilitate" them. The resolution as proposed asked CCC 
members to “actively picket those institutions that promote prostitution," but 
that was changed to "take serious action against" such institutions, after 
some delegates said they were not minded to picket. 


The assembly urged Caribbean church leaders to dialogue with government 
representatives to respond to “increasing sales of prime agricultural and 
beach lands to interests outside the region," which deepen "alienation and 
dislocation among citizens" of Caribbean nations. 


It also voiced concern about a "growing erosion of Caribbean identity" because 
of the "cultural penetration" in the form of tv and cable programs from 
other parts of the world, and said "the penetration of the western mass media 
--- has reached alarming proportions over the last five years," with many 
publications that "do not uphold human dignity or our Caribbean values." It 
proposed a variety of steps to deal with the issue. 


Haiti, where the "president-for-life" was driven from office earlier this 
year, was designated a priority for CCC attention. And the assembly urged 
ow . s s s iJ . . 
comprehensive economic sanctions against South Africa, as a final step in 
averting total civil war" there. 


A draft resolution on peace in the region prompted discussion because it 
included a reference to a resolution presented, but not voted upon, at the 
previous assembly, in 1981. That resolution praised developments in Grenada 
since Maurice Bishop assumed power there in 1979. 


Bishop was killed in a power struggle within his New Jewel Movement in October 
1983. Very soon thereafter, the US, which had opposed Bishop, sent forces to 
the island. With support from some of Grenada's neighbors, they took power 
away from Bishop's successors. 


On the basis of a 1982 resolution of the CCC Continuation Committee 
supporting, among other things, a policy of “military non-intervention among 
Caribbean territories, and from outside the region," CCC General Secretary 
Allan Kirton opposed the US-led intervention; however, Grenada and same other 
regional church leaders endorsed it. One speaker at the assembly said the 
island was in a "state of slavery" in the Bishop era. In the end, the 
assembly deleted reference to the Grenada resolution, but re-endorsed the 1982 
resolution, and called its implementation a "matter of urgency." over 


Ve r””6hs3“—. °° = 


ecc issues/2 


The Grenada issue came up again when, during his greeting at an outdoor 
ecumenical rally, Gerry Seale, the Pentecostal minister who is acting 
executive secretary of the Barbados Christian Council referred to "a gang of 
armed thugs whose revolution had gone terribly wrong" in Grenada before US 
forces arrived, and regional ecumenical silence about "continuing military 
adventurism of West Indian soldiers in ... Angola," a reference to Cuban 
troops there. 


Another assembly resolution asked "all nations" not to store nuclear arms in 
the region, to "halt the promotion of mercenary and other types of military 
intervention into Nicaragua," and to support the Contadora group's efforts 
to "find peaceful solutions," especially in Nicaragua and El Salvador. 


A resolution calling for "full and unconditional independence" for “colonies 
in the Caribbean," notably Puerto Rico (officially a “commonwealth in free 
association" with the US), was defeated after discussion in which it was said 
most Puerto Ricans do not favor independence. 


The assembly approved a call for a human-rights protocol for the region, and 
directed CCC staff to "actively pursue the issue with other regional 
organizations concerned with human-rights infringements in the region.” 
However, after some discussion of how realistic it was, it defeated a related 
resolution which asked for the CCC to push for creation of a Caribbean 
"human-rights court" to enforce judgments about human-rights violations. 


Citing "the failure of established church hierarchies and governments in our 
region to deal fairly and equitably with ... women, youth, and young adults,” 
the assembly called for an end to "sexual stereotyping" in textbooks, and 
for materials that "focus on wholeness and equality." It also supported an 
end to "discrimination against childbearing women," appointment of 
denominational and ecumenical youth coordinators, and setting up national, 
sub-regional, and regional ecumenical youth councils. 


Delegates urged "fullest support and encouragement to schools" in the region 
to "prepare and enter students" in the subject of religious education, "a 
basic and vital component of the total development of the human person." It 
proposed "meaningful work opportunities" for Caribbean young people "plagued 
with unemployment," which contributes to "despair, crime, drug use, and 
other social ills." 


In most cases because time ran out, resolutions on establishing special CCC 
desks for women and youth, and a CCC program of "education and 
conscientization for the benefit of our Caribbean women" + Gialogue with other 
religions; emphasis on ecumenism; and response to human-rights violations were 
referred to the CCC Continuation Committee for action, as was a proposed 
“declaration on social justice and pledge to work for it." 


The assembly approved a message to CCC members (EPS 86.09.33). 


During closing worship, Kirton called the meeting a “marvellous demonstration 
of the strength of ecumenism." Alluding to some negative newspaper commentary 
Which appeared during the meeting, and other attacks on the conference, he 
suggested that "people are throwing stones" because they do not want it to 


thrive. But, "even our worst enemies," he said, “will continue to deserve and 
to be assured of our prayers and our love." 


Richmond Nelson, one of the three ccc resident ; 
"here to stay." — EPS P nts, said the organization is 


CARIBBEAN CHURCH ASSEMBLY: Ecumenical Press 
ELECTIONS, DEBATE, SPEECHES Service 86.09.18 


BRIDGETOWN (Barbados) - Two educators and a bishop were elected presidents of 
the Caribbean Conference of Churches by its Fourth Assembly (here, 4-9 
September). They and 17 others (elected from among 26 candidates) make up the 
CCC's Continuation Committee, which governs the Carribean ecumenical 
organization between assemblies, held about every five years. 


Chosen from six candidates were Richmond Nelson, Disciples of Christ minister 
and high school principal in Jamaica (who will chair the presidium), Myrtha 
Leetz-Cyntje (Roman Catholic), headmistress of a school for children with 
learning problems in Curagao, and Drexel Gamez, Anglican bishop of Barbados. 


In a major address on ecumenism (read on his behalf by Basil Meeking, a New 
Zealand priest on his staff) Johannes Cardinal Willebrands, president of the 
Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, called the CCC "practical 
evidence of ... Christian collaboration which has characterized this region." 


However, he said, the unity Christians must strive for is more than a 
“federation of common effort." He said that any council of churches "content 
to be only a service and development agency" and not also a promoter of 
Christian unity, is "failing to exercise its [ecumenical] potential." 


Later, the assembly urged more CCC emphasis on theological dialogue in the 
region. However, another resolution, calling for dialogue on the ordination 
of women, prompted considerable debate, and was about the only time 
representatives of a particular tradition stood out as a bloc. 


As proposed, the resolution directed the CCC to "spearhead intense ecumenical 
dialogue on the question of the ordination of wamen to the Christian ministry." 


However, several Roman Catholic delegates objected. Donald Reece, bishop of 
the diocese of St. John's (Antigua), said Roman Catholics are not at liberty 
to go in that direction now. And Richard Albert, a priest from the 
archdiocese of Kingston (Jamaica), said approving that clause would be 
"extremely embarrassing" because papal opposition to such ordinations has 
“dealt with" the issue in his tradition. 


In the end, delegates approved substitute wording proposed by Samuel Carter, 
Roman Catholic archbishop of Kingston. It says the CCC is to "facilitate 
ecumenical dialogue on the role of women in the church, including ministry." 
Other parts of the approved resolution encourage CCC members to "promote the 
full participation of women in the ministries of the church," including 
decision-making in congregations, denominations, and ecumenical groups. 


Addressing the assembly on its first full day, Barbados Prime Minister Errol 
Barrow touched on many regional issues, including resistance to “cultural 
penetration" (especially because of northern media and missionary influence), 
political and other leaders whose lifestyles are not in solidarity with the 
poor, unemployment among youth, and drug abuse. 


He supported freedom of religion, but suggested that with its abundance of 
Christians and church leadership, the region doesn't need outside evangelists, 
especially those who subvert “our notions of equality and Christianity. 


In his reply, Kelvin Felix, Roman Catholic archbishop of Castries (St. Lucia), 


of the three CCC presidents in the 1981-86 period, noted another CCC 
ieee "We," he said, ore also committed to Caribbean integration and unity. 


ever 
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The assembly also included a review by three University of the West Indies 
faculty members of regional developments since the previous (1981) assembly. 
Summing up their presentations, William Demas, president of the Caribbean 
Development Bank echoed a call for a creation of a new Caribbean persona. 
Kirton said assembly participants should provide a Christian perspective on 
the review during their meetings in small groups. 


Though CCC members come from English-, Spanish-, Dutch-, and French-speaking 
parts of the region, English is the conference's dominant language. More than 
once, however, especially Spanish speakers noted ways in which the ecumenical 
situation is different in their part of the region. In a resolution, the 
assembly called for greater efforts to produce CCC documents in all four 
languages, and to improve the quality of interpretation and translation. 


During the assembly, the CCC made several awards. Its Caribbean Peace Prize 
was shared by Nita Barrow, one of the presidents of the World Council of 
Churches, a member of the Commonwealth Eminent Persons Group which 
investigated the situation in South Africa, and Barbados’ ambassador to the 
UN; and the late Robert Cuthbert, a Jamaican Moravian leader active in 
ecumenical development work. He was murdered last year (EPS 85.03.77). 


Former WCC General Secretary Philip Potter, now teaching at the University of 
the West Indies in Jamaica, received a Special Award for Ecumenism, and 
Cuthbert and four others - Samuel Carter, Roman Catholic archbishop of 
Kingston (Jamaica); Raul Fernandez Ceballos, a Presbyterian minister and 
veteran Cuban ecumenist; David Mitchell, a Methodist minister and church 
educator in Barbados; and Roy Neehall, a Presbyterian minister who was the 
first CCC general secretary - received regional ecumenism Awards. Christian 
councils in Grenada, St. Lucia, Anguilla, and St. Kitts were recognized for 
their exemplary work on a national level. 


The Sunday-afternoon awards ceremony and ecumenical rally was cut short by a 
downpour caused by tropical storm Danielle, which passed by the island some 
hours later. That meant that WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro could not 
deliver his address as planned. The heavy rain and winds brought down the 
assembly's worship tent on Cave Hill campus of the University of the West 
Indies, and forced cancellation of the next morning's assembly sessions. 


Accepted as new CCC members were the Puerto Rican anmual conference of the 
United Methodist Church, and the Christian Reformed Church in Cuba. The 
assembly also noted the continuing membership of the Presbyterian Church of 
Grenada (which had been part of the Presbyterian Church of Trinidad and 


Tobago), and formally ratified the membership of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Suriname. 


The coc now groups 74 church units in more than 30 countries, including Roman 
Catholic (17), Methodist (17), Anglican (11), Reformed (8), Salvation Army 
(6), Moravian (4), Lutheran (3), plus the Disciples of Christ in Jamaica, 
Church of God Ebenezer (Haiti), Ethiopian [Oriental] Orthodox Church in the 
Caribbean, Pentecostal Christian Church (Cuba), Dominican [Republic] 
Evangelical Church, International Spiritual Baptist Ministerial Oouncil 


ee & Tobago), Jamaica Baptist Union, and United Protestant Church of 


Based here, with regional offices in Trinidad, Jamaica, and Antigua, CCC has 


members in the Caribbean islands and some mainl : : 
Guyana, Suriname, Honduras, and Costa Risa J. ic en a 0 (Bey Be, efariciies 


- ummary of its purpose is 
Promotion of “ecumenism and social change in solidarity with the eee, ~ ERS 


EUROPEAN CHURCH CONFERENCE EMPHASES: Ecumenical Press 
CHURCH UNITY, WITNESS, PEACE, JUSTICE Service 86.09.19 


STIRLING (Scotland) - The Ninth Assembly of the Conference of European 
Churches emphasized church unity and witness, and peace and justice as main 
thrusts of future CEC work. The approximately 200 assembly delegates from two 
dozen countries included the emphases in a document okayed toward the end of 
the meeting (4-11 September). Its theme was "Glory to God and Peace on Earth." 


Also approved on the last day was a statement on disarmament. It calls on 
political leaders to "abandon the patterns of mutual distrust, and instead 
work towards developing measures for common security." It urges nuclear-free 
zones and continued US-Soviet arms-reduction negotiations. It suggests the 
Soviet moratorium on nuclear testing be extended beyond December, and urges 
the other nuclear powers to follow suit. 


The priorities document proposes an assembly of church representatives from 
the northern hemisphere on "peace with justice." In the field of human 
rights, CEC is to help its members encourage governments to implement the 1975 
Helsinki Final Act on Security and Cooperation in Europe. The assembly called 
for a new CEC secretariat on peace, justice, and human rights, to continue 
CEC work carried out since 1980 in a now-concluding joint program of CEC, and 
the Canadian and [US] National Councils of Churches 


Théo Tschuy, in charge of the program, noted the range of its concerns, among 
them the sanctuary movement for Central American refugees in the US, the death 
penalty in the US and other countries, European countries’ asylum practices, 
rights of gypsies, minority rights in Bulgaria and Greece, and the status of 
Jews and ethnic Germans in the Soviet Union. He also noted the program's 
efforts to have governments sign and ratify the UN convention against torture 
and other cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment. 


CEC is to pursue its theological agenda in what a CEC report describes as 
"full cooperation and coordination" with other ecumenical organizations, the 
Roman Catholic Church (which is not a CEC member), and representatives of 
Europe's minority religions, notably Islam and Judaism. Also to get attention 
is "proselytism," the practice of seeking new church members from people 
already counted as members of another part of the church. Also noted are 
issues associated with satellite transmissions of religious programs across 
borders, what is considered under-representation of youth and women in CEC 
structures, and the plight of refugees and asylum-seekers in Europe (for whom 
CEC members were urged to increase their programs of assistance). 


The assembly accepted two new members - the Yugoslavia-based Serbian 
Orthodox Church, and the United Methodist Church in Estonia (USSR) - bringing 
the total to 118. It heard from both the new CEC general secretary, Jean 
Fischer, and the retiring occupant of the post, Glen Garfield Williams, a 
Welsh Baptist minister. Fischer, who heads the Protestant inter-church aid 
office for French-speaking Switzerland, succeeds Williams next January. 


The assembly chose an eight-person presidium, to hold office until the next 
CEC assembly, probably in 1992: Metropolitan Alexi of Leningrad (Eastern 
Orthodox, USSR), Metropolitan Antonie of Transylvania (Eastern Orthodox, 
Romania), John Arnold, dean of Rochester (Anglican, England), Marjolaine 
Chevallier, secretary of the Reformed Church of Alsace and Lorraine (France), 
Metropolitan Damaskinos of Switzerland (Eastern Orthodox), Hans Gernot Jung, 
bishop of the [United] Evangelical Church of Kurhessen-Waldeck (FRG), Pertti 
Pesonen, a journalist and political scientist (Lutheran, Finland), and Adam 
Kuczma, Methodist superintendent in Polar. over 


cec/2 


André Appel, president of the [Lutheran] Church of the Augsburg Confession of 
Alsace and Lorraine [France], and chair of the CEC presidium, said in his 
address to the opening plenary that North/South conflicts and imbalances in 
resources and living standards are "just as dangerous for world peace" as 
East/West tensions. He also called for ecumenical Christian reflection in 
Europe in light of the growing number of Muslims who live there. 


Appel saw the church as helping make sense of life in a Europe where ancient 
values are often rejected, with no new ones in their place. He also observed 
that European domination had spawned many injustices in the world, and urged 
church attention to them. 


In a theme address, Italian theology professor Paolo Ricca (Reformed 
[Waldensian]), echoed Appel by saying that throughout its history, Europe had 
fought, and inflicted war on others. Some delegates, notably Eastern 


Orthodox, objected that he was too hard on Europe and its Christians in 
apportioning blame for the world's troubles. 


Another speaker, GDR (East German) Lutheran pastor Evamaria Taut, giving 
examples from her own work in Dresden on behalf of peace, encouraged 
Christians not to overlook action for peace on the grassroots level. 


During a session to discuss Europe's future, a Soviet scientist, Anatoly 
Kutzenkov, urged a “new moral order in international politics." Like Taut, he 
was critical of the US "strategic defense initiative," often referred to as 
the "star wars" program, because it proposes a space-based defense against 
nuclear missiles. 


A Dutch professor, Bas de Gaay Fortman (Reformed), said a challenge to Europe 
is to move toward "common security based on mutual respect, ideological 
detente, and tolerance." He also pointed to unemployment and the social 
marginalization of many Europeans as other major problems for the continent. 


One assembly evening was devoted to a roundtable discussion of the situation 
in Ireland. General Secretary David Bleakley of the Irish Council of 
Churches, which includes members in both the Irish Republic and Northern 
Ireland (a UK province) proposed a British/Irish Gouncil, including members 
from Wales and Scotland, which would have among its responsibilities electoral 
matters, human-rights questions, and hoame-rule. 


For years, there have been in Northern Ireland violence and counter-violence 
from nationalist supporters of a united Ireland, and unionist supporters of 
continued ties to Britain. Another speaker, Roman Catholic Auxiliary Bishop 
Patrick J. Walsh of Belfast, said this “particular cycle of violence had its 
origin in a very peaceful movement which was seeking basic civil rights 
against injustices." Despite the problems, including church failures to 
respond, speakers cited several signs of hope, many also within the church. 


Worship was a major part of the assembly agenda, notably at its weekend, 
with worship on Saturday evening in the old church in Stirling (whose walls 
include plaques which recall past European wars). 


On Sunday evening, a group of 16 young people from the ecumenical community on 
Tona_ (the western Scottish island which was a sixth-century monastic and 
missionary centre under Saint Columba) led worship. It included mime, an 
audio-visual presentation on the church's creed, and South African songs (it 


being the same day Desmond Tutu publi 
southern Africa). — EPS publicly became Anglican archbishop of 


CHURCH MEETING DISCUSSES Ecumenical Press 
"NEW RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS ' Service 86.09.20 


AMSTERDAM (Marlin VanElderen) - Tensions between church and new religious 
movements might be reduced if leaders in ecumenism and of new religious 
movements (NRMs) held a high-level, international meeting to adopt guidelines 
for “human rights in their mutual relations and other activities". That such 
a conference be called was one proposal made by participants in a consultation 
on "The Church and New Religious Movements" (here, 7-13 September). 


Sponsored by the Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches, 
the meeting also drafted a series of recommendations on education, dialogue, 
Ministry and renewal, and ecumenical cooperation in the encounter with NRMs. 
The LWF staff member for interfaith dialogue, Paul Rajashekar of India, 
described the consultation as "the first serious international ecumenical 
attempt" to address how churches should respond to NRMs. 


Consequently, a good deal of time was spent in plenary sessions where 
participants discussed their experiences with, research on, and insights into 
these movements. The 40 persons who attended from 16 countries were selected 
for their familiarity with the subject, both academic and pastoral. Several 
work in study, research, and documentation centres that concentrate on NRMs. 


Focus of the week was the NRM phenomenon as a whole; no attempt was made to 
list specific NRMs, although the great majority of concrete examples and 
illustrations mentioned referred to three of the largest and most prominent 
such groups: the Unification Church of Sun Myung Moon, the International 
Society of Krishna Consciousness (Hare Krishna) and Scientology. But several 
participants stressed that the penetration of the ideas, worldviews, and 
ideologies propagated by various movements may be far more significant for the 
church and Christian faith than their actual number of adherents. 


For several years, pressure for a more serious ecumenical address to NRMs has 
been growing in many quarters. At the same time, some fear actual dialogue 
with NRM adherents could be counter-productive by lending their movement a 
"legitimacy" it would not otherwise have, or a platform from which to 
propagate teachings inimical to the Christian faith. 


In late 1985, the Vatican published a report on "Sects or New Religions: 
Pastoral Challenge," drawing on replies to a survey sent to all regional and 
national conferences of Roman Catholic bishops. Belgian Dominican priest Remi 
Hoeckman, who helped prepare the Vatican document, told fellow participants 
here that the Vatican intends to continue this study on an ecumenical basis. 


Consultation participants agreed that the NRM phenomenon is significant, and 
that the church must understand it better. But marked differences of approach 
and opinion emerged when discussion turned to why NRFMs are attractive, how 
great is the challenge they pose to the church, what are appropriate responses 
to them and, indeed, on how they should be defined and categorized. While 
seeking an overall framework for understanding NRMs, participants cautioned 
against stereotypes and generalizations that blur differences among movements, 
ignore the changing faces a movement may take on from one place to another, or 
disregard the evolution within movements over a period of time. 


The first half of the meeting focused on four major issues: (1) innovation in 
religion (it was remarked more than once that, as members of various church 
traditions, those present were themselves affiliated with what once could have 
been called an NRM); (2) "worldviews" that underlie various NRMs; (3) methods 
by which NRMs attract and retain adherents; and (4) how the right to religious 
liberty pertains to legal restraints on the operation of NRMs. over 


nrm/2 


i followed by plenary 
For each topic a paper and prepared response _were 
discussion and small group work aimed at formating recommendations for the 


churches or for further study. 


Although participants voiced few outright disagreements with each other, their 
differences of perspective and emphasis stood out in sharp relief in 
discussions during the second part of the meeting of how the _church should 
respond to NRMs. Those who urged the importance of dialogue with NRMs spoke 
of it as an extension of the existing ecumenical dialogue with persons of 
other faiths. 


"There are no limits to be set in dialogue", said Kenneth Cracknell of the 
British Council of Churches, insisting that a Christian should discontinue 
dialogue with an adherent of another faith only if that person engages in 
lying or refuses to continue the dialogue. But this sort of dialogue, 
Cracknell went on to say, is something quite different from a mere matter of 
being friendly with each other or of being "open-minded"; it is a meeting of 
"committed persons" in which each witnesses to the other. 


However, other participants emphasized what they saw as qualifications on the 
appropriateness of dialogue with NRMs. Noting that NRM adherents seldom agree 
to dialogue with any Christian who displays familiarity with their movement, 
Inge Mamay (Roman Catholic, FRG [West Germany]), pointed to the particular 
vulnerability of those with whom these “exclusivist" movements are interested 
in talking - young Christians who know little or nothing of what the church 
teaches. Mamay said the church must talk with these youth. While rejecting 
“deprograming," she defended the effort to persuade young people not to 
affiliate with such movements. 


Others observed that dialogue is difficult with members of groups that have 
different "levels of truth" depending on how far one has been initiated into 
the movement, or with members of groups who keep repeating stock answers to 
questions. Still others noted the risk that Christian dialogue with a 


religious group may be represented by that group as an endorsement of its 
beliefs or methods. 


Participants from Asia, Africa, and Latin America highlighted how their 
Situation differs from that of their North Atlantic colleauges. Carlos Duarte 
of Argentina said the anti-communist emphasis of the Unification Church is a 
particular problem in Latin America, where anti-communism often goes 
hand-in-hand with justification of military tyranny. African and Asian 
Participants said the ideal of keeping government out of NRM issues would be 
difficult to realize in many developing countries where, as Tanzanian Lutheran 
Bishop Elieweha Mshana said, “tolerance often leads to confusion". 


While certain NRMs may arouse fears in the minds of church members, said 
Harold Turner of the Centre for New Religious Movements at Selly Oak College 


in Birmingham, UK, "fear cannot be the basis of considered corporate Christian 
action in this area". 


Participants agreed that the rise of NRMs underlines the need for the church 
to do a better job explaining Christian faith to its own members, acquainting 
them with the resources of their own spiritual traditions, and equipping them 
to encounter people of other religious persuasions and worldviews. 


They also emphasized the church's ministry of pastoral care to members who 


members 
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CANTERBURY TO LUTHERANS: Ecumenical Press 
"LARGELY COMMON TRADITION' Service 86.09.21 


MILWAUKEE (Wisconsin/US) - In a major address at the convention of the 
Lutheran Church in America (here, 25-30 August), Archbishop of Canterbury 
Robert Runcie, .world Anglicanism's first bishop, spoke of the "largely common 
apostolic tradition" Lutherans and Anglicans share. 


Moreover, Runcie said, in spite of differences about bishops, "we have never 
denied one another the name 'church.' We have never denied the reality of 
each other's ministry of word and sacrament." He said Anglicans have "never 
officially declared that the church cannot exist without the episcopal order 
[of bishops]," even though "we have always insisted upon its necessity for 
unity." (Some Lutherans have bishops; others do not.) 


At the convention's opening eucharist, Runcie received communion from LCA 
Bishop James Crumley. In turn, he gave Crumley the eucharistic bread and 
Wine. Presiding Bishop Edmond Lee Browning of the [US-based Anglican] 
Episcopal Church was also present. Runcie called their participation a 
"tangible symbol" of the four-year-old relationship of “interim eucharistic 
sharing" between US Lutherans and Anglicans. He said various factors, some 
related more to "historical accident" than theology, caused Anglicans and 
Lutherans to "drift apart," but now, "we can no longer live in geographical 
isolation, and we dare not live in denominational separation." 


Delgates to the LCA convention, and those at simultaneous conventions of two 
other Lutheran denominations - the American Lutheran Church (in Minneapolis) 
and Association of Evangelical Lutheran Churches (Chicago) - overwhelmingly 
approved proposals which would unite them as one Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America, effective 1 January 1988. 


Lutheran-Reformed relationships 


US Lutheran relations with the Reformed part of the church, however, received 
somewhat different responses from the three. The ALC and AELC approved 
“occasional joint services of the Lord's Supper" and "sharing of pastors" with 
the Presbyterian Church (USA) and Reformed Church of America. (Their 
governing bodies had earlier approved similar proposals. ) 


But LCA delegates voted that the LCA and the Reformed bodies should "provide 
jointly for occasional services of the Lord's Supper where appropriate and 
desirable, and in accord with the disciplines of our several churches." They 
added that such jointly-planned services would not mean "altar and pulpit 
fellowship" (full communion). 


Among those unhappy with the LCA resolution was Edward Perry, the LCA bishop 
of upstate New York. He co-chaired the 1981-83 round of US Lutheran-Reformed 
dialogue. Perry said LCA approval of "a very limited eucharistic sharing" 
with the Reformed was not enough. "How can we ask more of our Reformed 
brothers and sisters that we asked of our Episcopal brothers and sisters?" he 
asked, referring to the US Lutheran-Anglican relationship. 


The new ELCA is to decide in 1990 on relationships with the Reformed. (Most 
European Lutheran, Reformed, and United denominations are in communion with 
each other, under terms of a 1973 agreement.) The current US Anglican- 
Lutheran relationship is to continue in the ELCA. 


In another ecumenical action here, the LCA responsed to a 1983 Lutheran-Roman 
Catholic statement on "justification by faith" by asking for a study of the 
possibility of limited eucharistic sharing between the two traditions. - EPS 


Ecumenical Press 
INTERVENES 
i Ue) abernTOcESe sataeen ASrNaLe? 


This item is based on material from Religious News Service. 


SEATTLE (Washington/US) - In a move described as "unprecedented," the Vatican 
has ordered Raymond Hunthausen, Roman Catholic archbishop here, to defer to 
decisions of a Vatican-selected auxiliary bishop, Donald Wuerl, in five areas: 

- staff and operations of the archdiocesan tribunal; 

- liturgy, including the archdiocesan office and parish programs; 

— seminarians, and continuing education for priests; 

- priests who are leaving active ministry or who are laicized; 

- moral issues in health-care institutions, and ministry to homosexuals. 


The areas are similar to those probed by James Hickey, Roman Catholic 
archbishop of Washington, DC, in a Vatican-ordered investigation of the 
Seattle archdiocese in 1983. 


In a letter (3 September) to priests, Hunthausen said that after considerable 
discussion, Vatican officials confirmed their intention that Wuerl "not only 
assist me by assuming a general oversight and responsibility for these five 
areas, but that he actually be delegated by me to have complete and final 
decision-making power over them." 


Wuerl was appointed last December. He was not proposed for the post by the 
archbishop, as is norm lly the case. Clergy and lay leaders in the 
archdiocese reportedly reacted with anger and confusion to the transfer of 
authority. Its priests’ council wrote an immediate letter of protest. Daniel 
Hoye, the priest who is general secretary of the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, said it was not informed. 


Hunthausen offered Wuerl "full support in the discharging of his duties," but 
added that "the long days and complex events which have brought us to this 
particular moment as a church have been extremely trying and agonizing ones 
for me." Among other things, the archbishop is known for his strong 
opposition to nuclear weapons, and his approval of personal resistance to 
nuclear arms by withholding income tax payments. 


Several bishops contacted declined comment. One who did speak, Rembert 
Weakland, Roman Catholic archbishop of Milwaukee, recalled that when he was 
leader of Benedictine monastic communities around the world, "I was in 
situations in which the question of authority in a monastery was greatly 
confused, when a similar arrangement was worked out with regard to the abbot 
and his powers. The net result was a total confusion in the monastery, as 
well as lessening of the general concept of the authority of the abbots." 


Interviewing several US Roman Catholic scholars and theologians, Religious 
News Service concluded the Vatican action is a "direct Challenge to the 
authority of the US Catholic hierarchy" and "the most dramatic example of the 
growing strength of conservative leaders in Rome who object to the more 
democratic style" of US Roman Catholicism. 


Pope on sex-education books 


Meanwhile, Edouard Cardinal Gagnon, president of the Vatican's Council for the 
Family, has reportedly indicated the pope has condemned one of the most 
popular series of books on human sexuality used in US Roman Catholic schools. 
However, RC Archbishop Daniel Kucera (Dubuque, Iowa), who certified the books 
are free of doctrinal and moral error, says he has not been contacted om the 
matter, and the competence Gagnon's council in the matter is "not clear" -— EPS 


RC-ANGLICAN DIALOGUE: TEACHING Ecumenical Press 
ON JUSTIFICATION NOT DIVISIVE Service 86.09.23 


Llandaff (Wales) - Participants in the official, international Anglican-Roman 
Catholic theological dialogue (ARCIC), have concluded that differences of 
interpretation'.or emphasis between the two traditions on the issue of 
justification —- how God declares or makes a person righteous - do not justify 
continuing church separation. The group's agreed statement on the subject, 
"Salvation and the Church," now goes to church authorities for consideration 
and evaluation. It was completed during its 10-day meeting (which ended 4 
September), the fourth in the second round of ARCIC discussions. 


The group noted areas of difficulty that surfaced at the time of the 
Reformation in the 16th century: understandings of the faith through which 
one is justified, of concepts of justification, righteousness, and justice; 
and the place of human works and of the church in salvation. The agreed 
statement on each topic is, participants say, "coherent with" official 
formularies to which each tradition is committed. 


The commission also discussed two papers on how to deal with women's 
ordination in connection with mutual recognition of ministries. (Ordinations 
of female priests and deacons have taken place in several parts of 
Anglicanism, but are contrary to Roman Catholic teaching.) It also considered 
ways by which Anglicans and Roman Catholics might move closer together on the 
basis of the degree of unity that exists between them at the moment. Its next 
plenary session was set for Palazzola, near Rome, 1-10 September 1987. - EPS 


BOESAK SPEAKS Ecumenical Press 
TO NON-ALIGNED Service 86.09.24 


HARARE (Steve Askin) - In an unusual move which underscored the central role 
of the church in South Africa's anti-apartheid movement, Zimbabwean Prime 
Minister Robert Mugabe brought Allan Boesak here to address (4 September) the 
eighth summit of the 10l-member Non-Aligned Movement. Boesak is president of 
the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and, in his native South Africa, 
patron of the United Democratic Front, its leading anti-apartheid coalition. 


After his speech, Boesak told reporters the church in South Africa is 
considering assigning chaplains to minister to forces fighting to overthrow 
apartheid. "It is not the task of the church to call the people to war", he 
emphasized, but it must "be on the side of those who are oppressed and suffer 
the violence of those who are most powerful." 


Churches are unlikely to "stand up and make the declaration that ‘yes, this 
violence is justified'", he said, nor is it "particularly relevant whether the 
churches would say so or not". He said the main task for the church in South 
Africa is to find "strategies of non-violent pressure" to end apartheid with 
minimal bloodshed. But, he emphasized, "violence is so much part of South 
Africa, so intrinsic in apartheid, that as long as apartheid exists, there 
will be the possibility of counter-violence and ... rising levels of violence". 


Boesak was the only person to address the NAM heads of state and government 
from outside their ranks. Because NAM rules normally bar outside speeches, he 
delivered his speech at a dinner in his honor hosted by Mugabe. 


Later, he said organizations like NAM can provide important support for South 
Africa's freedom movement, but emphasized "it would be the utmost folly for 
black South Africans to begin to believe that our problems will be solved by 
international conferences or by the international community". - EPS 


AGENCIES: FOOD MUST Ecumenical Press 


MOVE FREELY IN SUDAN Service 86.09.25 


GENEVA - Meeting here (5 September), the coordinating committee of Churches 
Drought Action in Africa (CDAA) urged free passage of food to millions facing 
starvation in southern Sudan, where government and anti-government forces are 
fighting. CDAA includes representatives of the Lutheran World Federation, 
World Council of Churches (both based here), and two Roman Catholic 
organizations - Caritas Internationalis (Rome) and CIDSE (Brussels). 


The committee appealed "to all parties involved ... on purely humanitarian 
grounds" because it is "convinced that denial of food can never justifiably be 
used as a weapon of war. We affirm the principle that the right to food is 
inalienable." The group associated itself with the view of Khartoum Roman 
Catholic Archbishop Gabriel Zubeir on the issue, and supported the 
humanitarian efforts of the International Committee of the Red Cross. - EPS 


TUTU BECOMES ARCHBISHOP OF Ecumenical Press 


SOUTHERN AFRICAN ANGLICANS Service 86.09.26 


CAPE TOWN - Ceremony and festivity, and European and African cultural forms 
marked the day (7 September) on which Nobel Peace Prize winner Desmond Tutu 
was publicly proclaimed the archbishop who leads approximately two million 
Anglicans in South Africa, Mozambique, Namibia, Lesotho, Swaziland, and the 
British colony of St. Helena (in the South Atlantic). 


An estimated 1600 people jammed St. George's Cathedral, here, including 11 
Anglican primates, lead by Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie. He called 
Tutu a "man of the people [whose] laughter and spontaneity can sometimes upset 
the pompous and shock the solemn." 


In a 50-minute sermon, Tutu said the church exists to "demonstrate what God 
intends human society to be, united in rich diversity, to demonstrate that 
Christ has indeed broken down the middle wall of partition, and so we must 
accelerate the pace of true non-racialism." He said whether either likes it 
or not, he and South African President P.W. Botha are brothers in Christ, and 
so Tutu must "desire and pray for the best in him." Nonetheless, Tutu 
strongly criticized Botha's apartheid (race separation) policies. 


He condemned violence from any quarter in the apartheid struggle, but made it 
clear that "the primary violence in South Africa is the violence of 
apartheid." He called South African blacks “peace-loving to a fault. The 
miracle of our land," he said, “is that it has not gone up in flames. Would 
white people," he asked, "still be talking about non-violent change as same of 


us do, if what they have done to us, and they continue to do to us, had been 
done to them?" 


No national government officials were invited to the ceremony, which was 
followed by a three-hour outdoor eucharist in a stadium. By its end, it had 


attracted an estimated 15,000 persons. They concluded singi "God Bless 
Africa," a sort of continental anthem. pe — 


All together, more than 50 Anglican bishops attended, as did hundreds of other 
Clergy from many denominations and countries. Among those present were Allan 
Boesak, the South African who is president of the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches; Winnie Mandela, wife of the imprisoned black South African leader 


Nelson Mandela; and Coretta Scott Ki widow of i ivil-ri 

; Ne a slain US civil-rights leader 
ope Baptist minister Martin Luther Kinde The city mayor also Seeantad yee 
ater hosted a buffet supper for Tutu and guests. — EPS 


Seminary debates denominational or ecumenical identit EPS 86.09.27 
INDIANAPOLIS (Indiana/US) - Religious News Service reports that Christian 
Theological Seminary (here), is debating whether to emphasize denominational 
ties [to the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)] or "establish a wider 
ecumenical identity." As a result, its search for a new president has been 
delayed. A United Church of Christ scholar offered the job turned it down 
because of the narrow margin by which the seminary's board approved. The 
seminary's catalogue describes it as "ecumenical"; about a third of its 
students are Disciples. However, some fear a drop in Disciple support if a 
non-Disciple is president, and that a de-emphasis of Disciples identity would 
hurt its role as an educator of Disciples clergy. - EPS 


London Anglican bishop 'adopts' US Anglican parish and priest EPS 86.09.28 
LONDON - Graham Leonard, the Anglican bishop of London, has told a deposed US 


Anglican priest, John Pasco, and his parish in Tulsa (Oklahoma) that they are 
in in communion with him, and that for as long as he lives, he will provide 
"such spiritual and pastoral assistance as is within our power to give." 
Diocesan officials say Pasco was deposed because he misrepresented the 
parish's financial records and mishandled property matters, not because of 
disagreements about liturgy or the ordination of women, as Pasco says. In New 
York, Charles Cesaretti, the priest who is deputy for Anglican relations in 
the office of Episcopal Presiding Bishop Edmond Lee Browning said "several 
bishops have expressed concern" about Leonard's action. Leonard says he acted 
by virture of "our episcopal office in the Church of God, and not by our 
occupancy of any particular see" in the Church of England, and he said ina 
church newspaper that the priest and his congregation are no longer part of 
the Episcopal Church. "Is no one to care for them?" he asked. — EPS 


Irish church leaders appeal for change of heart EPS 86.09.29 
BELFAST - Leaders of the four main Irish denominations - Archbishops Robin 


Eames (Anglican) and Tomas Cardinal O'Fiaich (Roman Catholic), Moderator John 
Thompson (Presbyterian) and President Sidney Frame (Methodist) issued a joint 
appeal last month for a "change of heart and direction" on the island to 
“avert further trouble and disaster, and live together in harmony." — EPS 


World Student Christian Federation officers meet EPS 86.09.30 
GENEVA — Officers of the World Student Christian Federation met here (5-8 
September) to follow-up recommendations from the WSCF General Assembly last 
March in Mexico, and to evaluate WSCE programs and projects, and its overall 
financial situation. A WSCF report says much time was devoted to the two WSCF 
inter-regional programs - on women and theology - and ecumenical participation 
in the federation. The officers also met with staff of the World Council of 
Churches, also based here. — EPS 


WCC expresses ‘shock and dismay' at synagogue attack EPS 86.09.31 
GENEVA — In a message to Jewish leaders in Istanbul (10 September), General 
Secretary Emilio Castro of the World Council of Churches expressed "great 
shock and dismay" at the armed attack which killed 21 worshippers in a Turkish 
synagogue this month. "We condemn this act of terrorism," Castro said, 
"denounce all acts of terrorism, and express our profound concern about the 
fact that often [the] Jewish community has been target for attacks." - EPS 


African liturgy association formed EPS 86.09.32 
HARARE - In the wake of a continent-wide worship workshop here last month (EPS 


86.08.29), an African Association for Liturgy, Music, and the Arts was 
formed. Patrick Matsikenyiri (Zimbabwe) was elected to chair its interim 
committee. It is to focus on enhancing indigenous African Christian worship, 
and promoting rich cultural values. It would also organize future worship 
workshops in Africa. — EPS 
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ECUTEXT: "Message from the Caribbean Conference of Churches" EPS 86.09.33 


This message to members of the Caribbean Conference of Churches was approved 
by the CCC's Fourth Assembly (EPS 86.09.17), in Bridgetown (Barbados), 4-9 
September. Its final text is subject to CCC staff editing. 


... In a region in which so many people live without hope in situations of 
poverty, hunger, malnutrition, and other distortions of our common life, the 
Churches in the Caribbean need to be concerned not merely in an intellectual 
way. We need to be prophetic in identifying the root causes of these things 
and to work conscientiously towards removing them. ... We ... invite the 
member churches of the CCC to remember the challenge of the biblical 
perspective that peace is not merely the absence of war, and that we have to 
constantly work for the removal of those things that do not make for peace. 


In the light of so much that has been said and written by detractors of the 
ccc and those who would as quickly see it dismantled, the theme reminds us 
that the call for justice, hope and peace does not spring from Marxist 
ideology, but from Jesus Christ himself. ... We as the people of God in the 
Caribbean cannot allow others blithely to subvert our Christian calling by 
labelling our authentic response to Jesus Christ as a Marxist stance. The 
epithet "blind guides" which has been used as a description of the CCC is 
interesting, for it is symptomatic of how many people in the Caribbean fail to 
appreciate the extent of the reality of injustice, despair, and lack of peace 
which surround us. 


Many of our member churches ... have had a great and noble tradition of social 
and political involvement. Some churches played their part in the slave 
emancipation 150 years ago, at a time when such a position was not a popular 
one. In spite of the fact that many people within the churches themselves 
wished for the status quo to remain, as did the constituted authorities, many 
churchmen were willing to take the unpopular stand for human liberation, as an 
imperative of the gospel. Today we affirm that they were right. 


..- Member churches of the CCC need to note two things. Firstly, human beings 
are in bondage in the Caribbean when unjust structures exist and when they 
have to live under the threat of militarization and nuclearization of the 
Caribbean. The imperative of the gospel is that we must speak clearly as 
churches against this kind of bondage. 


Secondly, we need to remind ourselves that in the pre-emancipation period, as 
subsequently, many churches in the Caribbean often were less than true to the 
gospel because they abdicated their prophetic role in the face of many 


injustices, many situations which dimmed human hope, and much that did not 
make for peace. ... 


Some of the modern realities which confront the gospel today are unemployment, 
political exploitation, Caribbean-wide transnational prostitution, the denial 
of human rights, drug trafficking, and drug abuse. It is urgent that the 
member churches support the work of the CCC in the task that we have set it. 
Its agenda is our agenda, and when our various resolutions and mandates are 
addressed by the CCC, we must support its work not only in the execution of 
the non-controversial areas as seen by the wider society. 


We must also boldly answer the call to be prophetic and challenge those 
structures and situations which do not mke for peace, whether they be 
ideologically left, right or centre, for we stand constantly under the 
judgment of the cross of Jesus Christ and justice, hope, peace must ever be 


our concern. We are called therefore to work f 
to pray about them. — EPS or these things and not merely 


ECUTEXT: "CCC Presidents' Report" EPS 86.09.34 


This is excerpted from the report of the three presidents of the Caribbean 
Conference of Churches, presented to the CCC Fourth Assembly, 4-9 September, 
Bridgetown, Barbados. 


The goals of the CCC are primarily about the promotion of ecumenism and social 
change. 


Both of these - ecumenism and social change - are related to the expression of 
solidarity with the poor. 


The main strategy to be employed by the CCC is therefore one of organizational 
commitment to the poor. 


Such a commitment suggests that the CCC's role has to be one of: 
- identifying the inequalities and the causes of poverty; 
- speaking out on the injustice of these inequalities; 
- taking practical action to deal with the inequalities and the causes of 
poverty, either independently or in support of others. 


All CCC programmes must have this focus. ... 


Relations between the CCC and its constituency continue to be an area 
requiring much effort towards improvement. Some difficulties arise from 
inadequate understanding of who is the CCC and what its orientation and 
perspective are supposed to be. There is a need for less polarization and 
more dialogue in some of our relations. Much work remains to be done to 
“pring the churches on board". 


The next area of concern is the continuing debate as to when the CCC leads and 
when it must follow. There will probably never be consensus on this 
subject. One thing is clear, however, that if we seek to lead from too far 
in front, we are in danger of being mistaken for the enemy: 


Relations between the churches, especially through Christian councils remain 
one of the priority preoccupations of the CCC. The gains that have been made 
through working together need to stand churches in good stead as they move to 
the next dimension of ecumenical activity which is conversation and dialogue 
for unity. 


The [1982] Lima document [on baptism, eucharist, and ministry] presents us 
with an admirable framework for such conversation, and it is to be hoped that 
we shall be able to promote that conversation in time to permit a Caribbean 
input into the discussion which will take place at world level in three years' 


time. 


It is to be hoped that the 'politeness' which has been the hallmark of much of 
our Caribbean ecumenism in relation to doctrinal matters, and which has too 
often led to a do-nothing, go-nowhere, result will be forsaken. 


We have no doubt that this ... assembly ... will confirm the previous mandates 
of the CCC. The priorities such as regional integration, Caribbean identity, 
the region as a zone of peace, human rights, racism, concern for migrants and 
refugees, as well as the increasing avenues for self-destruction being made 
available, especially to the youth of the region, will remain and be augmented. 


These will require greater and greater vigilance since the contemporary 
manifestations of some of the problems are very subtle and even sophisticated. 


eceoe —- EPS 


ECUVIEW/Allan F. Kirton: “Ecumenism: Dream and Reality" EPS 86.09.35 


Kirton is general secretary of the Caribbean Conference of Churches. This is 
excerpted from his colum in the September issue of the CCC-supported 
newspaper, "Caribbean Contact. 2 


_.. In the midst of our diversity there is a basic unity of history and of 
destiny that constitutes a given in our setting. This is the reason why the 
Caribbean ecumenical movement has a primordial commitment to Caribbean unity, 
not only as an end in itself, but also as a part of the movement to unity 
among the people of God in the region. Indeed, one of the things that we 
need to celebrate is that long before the politicians and others dreamt of the 
unity of the region and took any steps in that direction, the churches were 
very much on the spot being a sign of that unity. Some of our member 
churches, therefore, straddle all of the otherwise divisive forces or 
institutions that constantly threaten to keep us apart. 


This necessarily implies that our concept of integration will include all of 
the territories and islands of the region and not just the English-speaking 
ones. It further makes it incumbent upon us to learn to communicate with 
each other and therefore to turn our backs upon the timidity or the arrogance 
which makes us prefer to speak our own language or to say, though not in so 


many words, "If you want to talk to me, learn my language. 


Then we must safeguard the respect for those things that make us different. 
‘Different-ness' is objectionable only when it creates divisions among us. 
Variety, we are told, is the spice of life. That is especially so in this 
region where the kaleidoscope of cultures is seen as an attractive and 
desirable asset. 


We are bidden to resist subtle and crude attempts to '‘homogenise' the region 
culturally and otherwise. Our life near to a superpower also is fraught with 
the challenge posed to the pluralism of ideas and ideologies which always 
flourished in our midst. 


It is particularly important that this be protected so that as we seek to 
forge our own identity ... we can be free to borrow the useful things that the 
wisdom of the ages has made available. The important criterion must always 
be the interest and the greater good of the Caribbean region. We must, 
equally, resist schemes originating outside of the region and which are based 


On a malignant bilateralism that thrives on the continued separation of the 
Caribbean nations. 


What has been probably at one and the same time the most significant uniting 
and divisive force in the Caribbean is religion. Most of the ethnic origins 
of the people of the region are inextricably linked to religion. ... Most of 
our religions, particularly the various Christian denominations, have been an 
inheritance from our colonial past. Caribbean persons who travel never cease 
to be astounded at the fact that denominational labels which we defend with 
our life in these parts are worn very lightly in the countries of their 
origin, where people move easily from one to the other. 


The decade of the 50s saw the emergence of several areas of Christian activity 
in which different traditions have been brought together in collaboration at 
oe national and regional levels. Theological education, the distribution of 
the Bible, Christian education, including the development of common curricula, 
e de sakes have benefitted from this trend. When the Caribbean Conference 
“ Magt scame into being [in 1973], it was the natural outgrowth of the 


churches' commitment to collabo inni i ; 
towards full ecumenism. ... - ee Peginning with the thrust in development, 


ECUVIEW/Kleopas Dumeni: "Namibia Today" EPS 86.09.36 


Dumeni is bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Namibia, the South 
African-ruled country's largest denomination. This item is excerpted from 


his remarks in July to the meeting in Miinich of the Executive Committee of the 
Lutheran World Federation. 


The situation of unending warfare in Namibia does have a tremendously bad 
effect upon the whole work and ministry of the church. Hence, I am herewith 
heartily expressing thanks and gratitude to all the friends of Namibia. 


You have heard much in the news about events in South Africa. I want to 
describe to you the situation in Namibia [in June]. Killings of people in 
cold blood, beatings, throwing people in jail, destruction of properties, 
torturing people with electric shocks, bomb blasts on roads and other cruel 
oppressive measures have made the situation ... far worse and dangerous than 
2.0 in May’. 


Here are some sentiments expressed by many grassroot Namibians in the parishes 
which I visited from 15-21 June. ... Pastors, lay church workers, and 
parishioners have expressed themselves in the following terms: 


"These past two weeks more people have been killed in such a short period than 
ever before. Throughout our region people are being molested and beaten up 
by members of the South African Defence Forces (SADF). On our way to church 
on Sundays, never mind whether one travels by car, bicycle or on foot, we are 
being stopped by ... soldiers for the duratim of the church services - some 
being beaten up and others given electric shocks reportedly as the SADF try to 
extract some information regarding the whereabouts of SWAPO guerrillas from 
the local community. 


"Even during the night, nowadays, we are sleeping fully dressed up warmly, 
simply because the SADF keep on roaming in and around our dwelling houses and 
sleeping places armed with sticks, clubs, weapons, and flash lights, forcing 
people to join them in the open fields. We are then being beaten up and, 
worst of all, if one is caught undressed, you will have to endure and suffer 
terrible cold for the rest of the night. Our fences as well as crops are 
being trampled down and destroyed by heavy armoured vehicles. When pupils go 
home from boarding schools to be with their parents over the weekend, cars are 
being stopped on the way and pupils being beaten up. We are sick and tired 
on account of the cruel and barbaric treatment perpetrated by the South 
African army ... against us. We want peace. We want national elections to 
be conducted as soon as possible in order that this wave of sufferings may 
come to an end." ... 


In the midst of this violence, the spiritual life of the church is being 
recognized among her parishioners both in their words and in their prayers as 
they gather together around the Word of God as well as in their daily living 
out of the word. Their good faith in caning together for worship is 
commendable. They freely express their thoughts and feelings in their 
prayers in the following terms: "We know, we have sinned against our God. 
God has likewise turned against us." Hence they cry out to God: "God have 
mercy upon us, and forgive us our sins." 


There are Namibians both in jail and in exile. Many of them are even praying 
for their persecutors in order for them to repent, that their sins be forgiven 
and they be saved. On 16 June, the special day of prayer for South Africa and 
Namibia, they did pray for the South African rulers to recognize and obey the 
will of God in order to bring an end to the senseless killings of people in 
South Africa and Namibia as soon as possible. over 
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Despite all these troubles and hardships, we are nevertheless continuing to 
prepare ourselves for independence. We are fully confident that the day of 
independence will be coming. ... In anticipation thereof, we ask all friends 
of Namibia to assist us in making ourselves ready and better prepared for that 
day and time. ... 


As a result of the warfare situation in the region, churches in both Namibia 
and South Africa have got a tremendously difficult and hard task after a just 
peace, namely the work of reconciliation. Reconciliation and mutual 
forgiveness will be badly needed in Namibia as well as in South Africa. 


The South African government is infected by the evil policy of apartheid. It 
needs to be liberated, the sooner the better. It is the South African 
government which delays the independence of Namibia by way of continually 
raising up unrelated and irrelevant pre-conditions since 1978, with the full 
support of her collaborators. It is a fact that what we do today will 
eventually affect the future .... It will be right and beneficial for the 
coming generations if we start building peace today. 


But if the government hard-heartedly continues with its brutal repression, 
beatings, mass arrests of innocent people and all kinds of violent measures in 
an attempt to save the status quo, then these things will make life hard for 
the coming generations by sowing the seed of unnecessary grudges and acts of 
violence in the future. 


Hence, I do have a special appeal requesting the South African government to 
seriously take that fact and truth into consideration and heed to it. There 
is still a chance to achieve freedom and independence and to arrive at our 
goal peacefully by obeying and bending to the will of the majority in 
Namibia; which will only become known after the holding of a fair and free 
general election. 


Hence, once again I would like to make it crystal clear to all here that 
churches in Namibia, which are the voice of the voiceless and represent the 
overwhelming majority of the Namibian people, appeal for and request only one 
thing, i.e., the immediate implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 
435 without any more further delays. That is all we need and request. To 
secure this, therefore, we do need your consistent support ... in order that 
Resolution 435 ... might be implemented with a minimum of delay. ... 


Being faithful to her divine mission, the church is ever calling out for 
peace, actually demanding the immediate signing of a ceasefire between the 
South African Defence Forces and the SWAPO guerrillas. But the church is 
calling for peace with justice, peace with self-determination. The church 
cannot remain silent while people are suffering unjustly. 


In conclusion, I would like to repeat what I said in Brussels last month: "I 
am quite convinced that the independence of Namibia will be caming. Then we 
will share the same rights. Peace will prevail in Namibia. Blacks and 
whites will live together in peace and harmony. For we hold firmly this 
truth that all men are created equal. In this faith let us persevere in the 
struggle, praying together, working together, and standing together, firmly 
believing and hoping that Namibia will be free one day and that peace, justice 
equality and human rights for all will be protected and safeguarded by law, 
where it now is being despised and violated. I am still fully convinced that 
truth and justice will eventually prevail. The day of Namibian independence 


is surely coming. I plead with you: Act now; be with us so the day of 
freedom will be tomorrow: ... - EPS 
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SHOPTALK (53/28) 


A World Consultation on Inter-—Church Aid, Refugee and World Service is 
planned by the World Council of Churches in Cyprus, 19-26 November. About 300 
church leaders, development-agency representatives, and workers in local 
church-aid projects are expected. It is open to journalists, who can 
contact WCC/Monique McClellan, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20, for more information. 


Theme of the new (July) issue of the WCC quarterly "Ecumenical Review" is 
"Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation." Articles include "Biblical 
Aspects of the Process of Mutual Commitment" (Heino Falcke), "Power: Some 
Biblical Perspectives" (Hans-Ruedi Weber), "Minjung Economics: Covenant with 
the Poor" (Kim Yong-Bock), “The Celebration of the Eucharist," (Sister Heidi), 
"Key Points for the Conciliar Process" (Herbert Froehlich), "The Challenges of 
the JPIC Process" (Julia de Santa Ana), “A Council for Peace" (C.F. von 
Weizsicker), "A 'Peace Church' Perspective on Covenanting" (John H. Yoder), 
"Towards a Credible Ecumenical Theology of Nature” (David Gosling), "Third 
World/First World Linkages in the 1970s and 1980s" (Joseph R. Barndt), "The 
Covenant Project" (Joe Seremane), “Disarmament from Below," and “Declaration 
on Plans for a Peace Council." A copy is available from WCC Publications, Box 
66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


EPS 86.08.63 will be superseded by a more detailed item. In EPS 86.09.20, 
delete the last sentence of the first paragraph on the second page. 


The new (October) issue of the WCC quarterly "International Review of Mission" 
includes several articles related to the theme of the 1989 WCC world mission 
and evangelism conference: "Your Will Be Done - Mission in Christ's Way.” A 
copy is available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Situation reports on the 1986 floods in India (17 September), and on relief 
and rehabilitation in Haiti (10 September) are available from the WC 
inter-church aid commission (WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). 


The August/September issue of the WCC monthly “One World” includes: 


Art for the people. Hans—Ruedi Weber 
Post-Helsinki meeting on human rights Theo Tschuy 
Asian migrants in the Gulf André Jacques 
The agony of Central America Hugh McCallum 
Population and resources Miriam Reidy 


Plus: news in brief, WCC chronicle, letters, a meditation, and a cartoon 
A copy is available from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The WCC Sub-Unit on Renewal and Congregational Life (wCC/RCL, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20) is looking for hymns and liturgies written by women. They would 


then be available through its Worship Resource Centre; same might later be 
part of a book. 


If you ask to be on the list, EPS headlines will be telexed to you. We pay 
for that. You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for that. 


Usual EPS deadlines are Tuesdays at 0800 GMT. EPS printing: this issue, 
24 Sep; next issue, 1 Oct. EPS appears about 40 times a year. 


WCC ASSEMBLY TO BE Ecumenical Press 
IN CANBERRA IN 1991 Service 86.10.01 


REYKJAVIK (Iceland) - Canberra, the capital of Australia, is to be the site of 
the Seventh Assembly of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, in early 
1991. The decision was taken by the WCC Executive Committee, at its 
semi-annual meeting (here, 15-19 September). 


Nine other possible sitesin seven countries were suggested, and most visited by 
wcc staff: Hamburg (FRG), Birmingham (England), Perth and Sydney (Australia), 
Manila (Philippines), Tokyo and Kyoto (Japan), Seoul (Republic of [South] 
Korea), and Harare (Zimbabwe). 


The WCC Sixth Assembly met in Vancouver (British Columbia/Canada) in 
mid-1983. Previous assemblies were in Nairobi (Kenya, 1975), Uppsala (Sweden, 
1968), New Delhi (India, 1961), Evanston (near Chicago, Illinois/US, 1954), 
and Amsterdam (Netherlands, 1948). 


In other action, the committee approved a public statement on Nicaragua, and 
called "the attention of the churches to the urgency of the issue" of the 
disease Aids. The committee described Nicaragua as a "nation under threat," 
and condemned "the attempt of the US government to destabilize and overthrow" 
its government. As for Aids, the committee asked "the churches to respond 
appropriately to the need for pastoral care, education for prevention, and 
social ministry." [Excerpts from the two documents appear as EPS 86.10. 34,35. ] 


On the question of nuclear testing, the committee noted "the urgency of 
bringing an end to all nuclear tests, the decision of the ... USSR to extend 
the moratorium [on testing] until 1 January, and the offer made through the 
Six Nation ... Initiative for adequate verification of a halt in nuclear 
testing." It asked that the subject be on the agenda of a WCC-sponsored 
international-affairs consultation this month, and directed WCC General 
Secretary Emilio Castro to make "a statement/appeals to nuclear-—weapon states" 
and take “other appropriate action" on the basis of the committee's concerns 
and the consultation's findings. 


The committee recommended two new members: the Methodist Church, Upper Burma, 
and the Protestant Methodist Church of the Ivory Coast. Both had been WCC 
members aS part of the British Methodist Church, of which they are now 
independent. 


It also recommended affiliation of four WCC "associate councils" - the 
Ecumenical Council of Cuba (grouping Methodist, Reformed, Salvation Army, 
Quaker, Baptist, Pentecostal, Holiness, and Anglican jurisdictions), Gambia 
Christian Council (Roman Catholic, Methodist, Anglican), Jamaica Council of 
Churches (Methodist, Anglican, Disciples, Oriental Orthodox, Moravian, Roman 
Catholic, Quaker, Salvation Army, Reformed), and Liberian Council of Churches 
(Anglican, Roman Catholic, Methodist, Lutheran, Reformed, Baptist). 


The recommendations go to the WCC Central Committee, which meets next January 
in Geneva. With its positive action, the WCC membership total will rise to 
307. (Current WCC members in Burma are the Burma Baptist Convention, and the 
[Anglican] Church of the Province of Burma.) 


The committee approved nine appointments: 

- secretary for networks coordination, Commission on the _ Churches' 
Participation in Development: Israel Batista, professor of Old Testament and 
social studies at the Matanzas Theological Seminary (Cuba) and national 
coordinator of the Ecumenical Gouncil of Cuba. Batista, 44, is a Methodist 
presbyter (ordained minister). over 
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- program secretary for nursing, Christian Medical Commission: Birgitta 
Rubenson, a nurse who is health consultant to the Swedish International 
Development Authority. Rubenson, 39, is a member of [Lutheran] Church of 
Sweden. She was born in Ethiopia and lived there until 1966. 

— staff member for the WCC emphasis on justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation (provided sufficient funds are available): Gregory Fedorovich 
Glushik, a staff member of the peace section of the Department for External 
Church Relations of the Moscow Patriarchate. Glushik, 32, is a priest of the 
Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church. 

— director of the WCC Sub-Unit on Renewal and Congregational Life: Ion 
Bria, deputy director and secretary for Orthodox studies and relationships of 
the WCC Commission on World Mission and Evangelism. Bria, 57, is a priest of 
the Romanian [Eastern] Orthodox Church, and a tenured professor of dogmatic 
theology and ecumenism at the theology institute in Bucharest. 

-~ associate director, Office for Income Coordination and Development: Teny 
(Keny) Anoushavan Simonian, executive secretary of the Department on 
Inter-Church and Development Services, Middle East Oouncil of Churches. 
Simonian, 44, Lebanese, is a member of the Armenian [Oriental] Orthodox Church. 

- executive secretary, Commission on Faith and Order: Irmgard Kindt, a 
teacher at a church-related Gymnasium (high school) in Stuttgart (FRG). 
Kindt, 40, is a Lutheran in the Evangelical Church in Germany. 

- deputy director, WCC Commission on Inter-—Church Aid, Refugee, and World 
Service: Nora Chase, director of education at the Council of Churches in 
Namibia. Chase, 45, is a Lutheran. 

- secretary for African refugees, CICARWS: Richard Murigande, refugee 
secretary at the All Africa Conference of Churches. Murigande, 47, is an 
ordained Methodist minister from Burundi. 

- executive secretary, Commission of the Churches on International Affairs: 
Christopher Bakwesegha, director of the refugees bureau of the Organization of 
African Unity. Bakwesegha, 43, is an Anglican from Uganda. 


The nine join two other recent additions to the WCC staff. Gerhard Linn, 51, 
was a pastor on the staff of the Konsistorium of the Evangelical [United] 
Church in Berlin-Brandenburg (GDR). He is the new secretary for education for 
mission in the WCC Commission on World Mission and Evangelism. Marta Palma 
Manriquez, 39, a member of the Pentecostal Mission Church of Chile, has been 
deputy executive director of Evangelical Service for Development in Chile. 
She is the new CICARWS secretary for Latin America and the Caribbean. 


The committee also: 
we approved proposed 1986 grants from the WCC Special Fund to Combat Racism, 
with release of the information to be made 15 October. 

- received a background paper on Christian-Marxist dialogue, and asked for 
further information at its next meeting. 

- did not act on a proposal to hire a consultant for Roman Catholic 
relationships. 

- received a report on "vital and coherent theology" in the WCC [EPS 
86.03. 39, 40]and recommended that it be shared with WCC members, and members of 
its Central Committee for information and comment, and that the Central 
Committee undertake "theological discussion regarding Christian unity." 

- referred to the Central Committee proposed revised procedures for 
choosing a new WCC general secretary. 

__7 Was given a report from its “ad hoc committee on staffing issues," 
LE pas a ad hoc committee's proposal for a “long-range plan for balancing 


- participated in several meetings and times of worship with people of the 
host National [Lutheran] Church of Iceland. - EPS F 


PACIFIC CHURCH AGENDA: BEM, Ecumenical Press 
TOURISM, NUCLEAR, MILITARY Service 86.10.02 


APIA (Western Samoa) (Monique McClellan) - The 1982 ecumenical text on 
baptism, eucharist, and ministry (BEM) was a main talking point at the Fifth 
Assembly (here, 14-24 September) of the Pacific Conference of Churches. 


The document was presented by Tom Best, an executive secretary with the 
Commission on Faith and Order of the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, 
under whose auspices the document was produced after a half century of work. 
Best said BEM has proved a "useful vehicle for working at a new level of 
ecumenical discussion. For the first time, it is possible to discuss 
theological differences openly." 


On the other hand, he said, a great weakness of the BEM process so far has 
been that responses have come mostly in the language of western theology. "It 
is very important," Best said, "that BEM be challenged by the churches to take 
into account both ... local theology, and a contextual expression of the 
gospel. We must hear very strong responses from the world's various regions." 


In discussion, Executive Secretary S.K. Motu'ahala of the Tonga National 
Council of Churches spoke of "miracles in the way people of different 
denominations were able to come to worship together." But, he said, "we have 
been almost completely silent about our differences, as though we don't know 
how to handle them." 


On behalf of the Melanesian Council of Churches (Papua New Guinea), Oka Fauolo 
said church unity comes slowly. "What we have achieved so far is only a smll 
fraction of what will be," he said. Another MCC representative, Dennis 
Rochford, said ecumenical relations in Papua New Guinea have often been 
superficial. He said BEM could deepen them. 


Reflecting on the discussion, Best mentioned several profound concerns, 
notably nominal and cultural Christianity, secularism and the erosion of 
traditional values, and the growth of religious groups considered to be cults 
or sects. Offering "humble advice," he said, "If you are going to reach a new 
level of ecumenical relationships, a new openness, honesty, and maturity in 
these relationships, it is essential that you discuss the differences which 
exist between you in the Pacific now, and not the differences which existed 
between the mission churches from Europe in the earlier centuries. It is 
often much easier," he added, "to discuss differences somewhere else and in 
the past, than it is to discuss them here and now." 


The assembly began with more than 300 delegates, observers, and visitors 
gathering in a Samoan "fale" for opening worship. The large oval structure 
with a thatched roof, shaped like most Samoan village dwellings, was built 
with natural materials only. It is part of the Methodist Levaula College 
complex near here, site of the assembly. College classes were suspended for 
the duration of the meeting. 


In his opening sermon, L. Beauchemin, a Roman Catholic priest who came to 
Samoa as a young missionary and has worked in the country for more than 60 
years, mentioned divisions caused because different Christian traditions 
competed for followers. Now, he said, people must work hard to undo these 
separations. "Nohody can foretell the shape of the united churches of the 
future," he said. “And unity should not be achieved in a spirit of barter and 
horse trading, giving up something to get something back, but in a spirit of 
generosity and magnanimity and objectivity." He predicted that eventually 
"people will hardly remember which church gave up what in this process of 
achieving common unity." [over] 


pec/2 


In his report, Jabez Leslie Bryce, Anglican bishop in Polynesia (Fiji), who 
chaired the PCC since its Fourth Assembly (1981), called the assembly an 
important opportunity to stop doing one's own thing in own's own church only. 


Outgoing General Secretary Baiteke Nabetari noted with some sadness the 
reduction of PCC staff and programme initiated by the PCC executive soon after 
the last assembly. He said he felt a bit like a driver in a car powered by 
remote control. He said he had no "i siion for the [PCC's] next five years," 
but expressed hope the assembly would offer one. 


The assembly heard greetings from representatives of the World Gouncil of 
Churches and from the National Councils of Churches in the US and New 
Zealand. Also attending the opening was Western Samoa Prime Minister Vaai 
Kolone. 


Against a backdrop of the assembly emblem (an island in the ocean with tall 
coconut palms blown by a strong wind, with a large cross and a rainbow above 
the whole scene), women and youth delegates to the assembly drew on their 
pre-assembly meetings in making special presentations and recommendations, 
including calls to hire staff members to deal specially with youth and women's 
issues. 


Other issues that surfaced during the assembly's first week were related to 
problems inflicted on the Pacific by governments and people from other regions. 


In an address on nuclear issues, Suliana Siwatibau, a director of the Fiji 
Department of Energy and Natural Resources, said Pacific islanders have been 
“passive participants" in nuclear activities in their region. But now, she 
said, a "deep suspicion of things nuclear is rapidly developing." She said 
nuclear wastes generated by Asian and North American countries, and nuclear 
testing in the Pacific, pose serious threats to the region's environment and 
health. She asked for active church involvement in these issues. 


In his address on militarism and militarization in the Pacific, Victor Hsu, a 
WCC executive secretary for international affairs, said such concerns ought 
occupy an important place in the life and witness of the church. He noted 
that while Pacific church people generally accept basic theological 
affirmations about the centrality of peace in the Christian message, they, 
like Christians elsewhere, do not find it easy to agree about the applications 
of those affirmations. 


Referring to the biblical account of the exodus of the Hebrews from Egypt, Hsu 
said "demonic forces are at work that threaten to tear apart the security that 
socieites in the Pacific have developed, and which have survived over the 
years. Many people are still living ‘under bondage,' and they need to be 


free. Outside values and developments are introduced that are alien to 
traditional Pacific cultures." 


In an address on trade and tourism development, Mahe Tupounius, sometime 
finance minister in Tonga, said that “from an economic standpoint, we cannot 
do without tourism." But, he hoped for church leadership in working out 


approaches to tourism so that Pacific peoples' interests would not be 
neglected in the process. 


Several assembly delegates voiced strong disapproval of all kinds of organized 
tourism because of its threat to Pacific cultures and lifestyles. - EPS 


NORTH AND SOUTH KOREANS Ecumenical Press 
MAKE EUCHARIST TOGETHER Service 86.10.03 


GLION (Switzerland) - The Christian eucharist is said to be a foretaste of 
things to come. If that be so, an ecumenical celebration of communion here 
last month ‘was a particularly noteworthy sign of longed-for restoration of 
unity, for together for the Lord's Supper were Koreans from both parts of a 
peninsula bitterly divided for 40 years. They were among participants in a 
seminar on the "biblical and theological foundation of Christian concern for 
peace" arranged by the World Council of Churches. 


It was the first face-to-face meeting of Christians from Korea's northerm 
(Democratic People's Republic of Korea) and southern (Republic of Korea) 
parts. (Other participants came from Australia, Canada, France, Japan, UK, 
US, and USSR.) Prior to their seminar, the four representatives of the 
[North] Korean Christians Federation (KCF) visted the Ecumenical Centre in 
Geneva, where they met WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro, and leaders of the 
Lutheran World Federation and World Alliance of Reformed Churches. They were 
joined here by six representatives of the three WCC members in the south, and 
of the National Council of Churches in [South] Korea. 


The seminar was a result of a WCC-convened consultation (October 1984, 
Tozanso, Japan) on peace and justice in northeast Asia. It focused on issues 
related to Korean reunification. Though North Koreans did not attend then, 
the KCF sent a message. Since then, WCC staff members and a US church 
delegation have made official visits to both Koreas. 


According to a report from the seminar, participants reaffirmed the Tozanso 
conclusion that a divided Korea is "at the heart of a conflict in which the 
entire region has been caught up," and that tensions related to the division 
are "one of the potentially greatest threats to world peace, and a possible 
trigger of global nuclear war." 


Both Korean delegations here referred to biblical affirmations that God in 
Christ has broken down walls of hostility, and reconciled all people into one 
body. In that context, they stressed the need to reduce tensions by creating 
an atmosphere of dialogue. Notwithstanding great differences of ideology and 
socio-economic systems in the two Koreas, the two delegations reaffirmed the 
role of Christians and the church in helping foster a new, just, and peaceful 
future for a reunified country. 


The two delegations each made a seminar presentation. Another, by Richard 
Wootton, associate secretary for social responsibility and justice in the 
Uniting Church in Australia, asked four "serious questions" for Korea: "... 
Where should love be shown that all may share in peace? ... Who is expected to 
fulfil the role of the suffering servant to make Korea truly whole? How do 
the differences and conflicting interests stand when we accept in faith the 
coming kingdom [of God]? How can we renounce the morally self-justifying 


approaches we tend to have when we face issues of war and peace?" 


Commenting on the meeting, Dwain Epps, executive director for international 
affairs of the [US] National Council of Churches, said "tacit approval" from 
both governments for the meeting here suggests such encounters will be 
possible in the future. Another participant, Erich Weingartner, a WCC 
executive secretary for international affairs, said the "one overriding thing 
that brought them together" was shared concern for Korean reunification. 


As many as a third of the 41 million people in South Korea are Christians. 
Christians in North Korea account for well under 1 percent of its 20 million 
people. - EPS 


SYNDESMOS ASSEMBLY Ecumenical Press 
EMPHASIZES BAPTISM Service 86.10.04 


EFFINGHAM (Surrey/England) - More than 100 delegates and observers attended 
the 12th General Assembly (here, 17-24 August) of Syndesmos, the World 
Fellowship of Orthodox Youth. The assembly decided the fellowship's work for 
the next three years is to stress implications of baptism, such as young 
people's dedication to the church, and their responsibility in its mission and 
service to the world. 


Assembly keynote addresses were given by Paul Tarazi, a priest and biblical 
scholar from Lebanon, and Metropolitan Anthony (Bloom), from London. Both 
spoxe of the need for broader visions than those of eucharistic theology 
prevalent among Orthodox in recent decades. 


Similar concerns came in reports of committee discussions. One urged Orthodox 
to avoid twin dangers - “closing them [young people] into an ecclesiastical 
universe without any opening onto the world" and "presenting faith like a 


group of laws which must be adhered to in order to be truly Christian." 


Another said the church "must play a prophetic role in the world. We may not 
necessarily provide answers to contemporary world problems, but we can and 
must challenge the various movements in the world." 


Discussing the role of church members, especially women, Metropolitan Anthony 
said theological reflection worthy of Orthodoxy has yet to be done. He said 
much Orthodox thinking on the issue insults women. 


He also warned against creating a "liturgical ghetto" in Orthodoxy, and said 
the "pyramid heresy" in church structure often leads to oppression. 


The assembly spoke of an important role for Syndemos in producing a 
"generation of Orthodox capable of going behind stereotypes, and communicating 
the Orthodox faith to Christians of Western traditions, and to all those 
around them in a language they understand" and “involving the youth of local 
Orthodox churches in the worldwide ecumenical youth movement." (Syndemos is 
currently a major channel for recruiting young Orthodox for World Council of 
Churches, and regional ecumenical programs. ) 


The next Syndesmos assembly was set for 1989. In the US, it is to inclwe on 
its agenda better relationships between Oriental and Eastern Orthodox. 


Before that, an iconographers' conference, mission seminar, agape camp, fourth 
consultation of Orthodox theological schools, and some jointly arrangement 
ecumenical meetings are projected. 


A French economist and high-school teacher, Alexis Struve, 27, was elected 
Syndesmos president, succeeding a Lebanese, Georges Nahas. Vice presidents 
and other executive-committee members come from affiliated movements and 


theological schools in Egypt, Finland, Ghana, Britain, Greece, Lebanon, 
Poland, US, and USSR. 


The Syndemos general secretary (and only staff member) is Mark Stokoe. His 
offices are in Kuopio (Finland). 


Accepted as new Syndemos members were the theological academies in Sofia 
(Bulgaria) and Tbilisi (Georgia/USSR), and the Orthodox youth movements in the 
diocese of Chania (Crete/Greece), and Belgium. - EPS | 


PHILIPPINE CHURCH REPS: Ecumenical Press 
RECOVER MARCOS MONEY Service 86.10.05 


MANILA (Sophia Bodegon) - The National Council of Churches in the Philippines 
has thrown its support behind the Presidential Commission for Good Government, 
set up last February to recover wealth built up by deposed President Ferdinand 
Marcos, his relatives, and business associates. NCCP General Secretary La 
Verne Mercado, and NCCP Chairperson Johnny Gumban are also opposing moves to 
make religious instruction compulsory in public (state) schools. 


According to the NCCP (which groups 10 Baptist, Methodist, Independent, 
Lutheran, Anglican, Salvation Army, United, and Reformed denominations), 
negative reaction to PCGG work is a “misdirected appropriation of human 
rights". They say the PCGG is appropriately carrying out "the requirement of 
justice that the righteous anger of our people be directed in its full force 
to those who shared such ill-gotten wealth". 


The NCCP statement condemns "privatization" of the country's wealth as a form 

of tyranny "worse than all the acts of political repression" by the Marcos 

government. It says Marcos' misuse of the country's resources has meant 
continuing problems for Filipinos, even after he left the country. 


Reacting to a proposal before the Constitutional Commission, the NCCP says "no 
matter how well-meaning the interests might be", compulsory religious 
instruction violates fundamental principles of freedom and religious belief. 
The council also commits itself to intensifying efforts at giving Christian 
instruction in churches. - EPS 


CONSULTATION HELD ON HEALTH, Ecumenical Press 
HEALING, COMMUNITY BUILDING Service 86.10.06 
BUDAPEST - The ninth in a series of ecumenical, regional consultations 


sponsored by the Christian Medical Commission (part of the World Council of 
Churches) attracted about 80 nurses, medical doctors, theologians, pastors, 
and others from about 20 countries to Raday College, the theological seminary 
of the Reformed Church of Hungary, here (3-9 September). 


With the general theme, "The Christian Witness to Health, Healing, and 
Building Community," the consultation took up four issues - suffering, and the 
Christian call to life in a caring community; church alternatives to the 
medical model in contemporary medicine; implications of Christian faith for 
making choices in health care, and the dialogue between patients and health 
professionals; and healing communities and congregations. 


The consultation also included a "shopping mall" in which participants shared 
information about their work, including a church-related health centre in 
inner-city Amsterdam, work with the elderly and disabled in the FRG (West 
Germany), a centre in rural Sweden which offers pregnant mothers alternatives 
to abortion, a program for the homeless and unemployed in Manchester 
(England), work with alcoholics in Oslo, and with the blind in Finland. 


Following keynote presentations, participants met by language (French, German, 
English) in six discussion groups (EPS 86.10.33). Among recommendations were 
that CMC sponsor a conference of hospital chaplains in 1988. 


Hungarian church represetatives were involved in the program; participants 
spent Sunday at worship with Hungarian congregations, and the afternoon 
visiting church projects for disabled children and the elderly. - EPS 


Selective abortion of females condemned EPS 86.10.07 
BOMBAY -— Selective abortion of females was sharply ciriticised by speakers at 
a panel discussion co-organised by the YWCA here. Sex-determination tests, 
now freely available in many Indian hospitals and clinics, are used by parents 
who do not want a female child. "Selective abortion cannot be considered a 
family-planning method as it involves dangerous reduction of one sex. if 
permitted unchecked, the fall in female numbers would expose women to social 
dangers and sex crimes," one speaker said. 


RC meeting critical of Chilean government EPS 86.10.08 
SANTIAGO - In a public statement, participants in the second National Laymen's 


Meeting called by Roman Catholic bishops in Chile, have called the Chilean 
government non-Christian and illigitimate. More than 300 laypersons were 
invited to give their opinions, to be presented to the world synod of bishops 
in Rome next year. The statement denounces hunger, misery, violations of 
human rights, terrorist attempts on the lives of innocent people, repression 
by police and armed forces, and other such abuses that have gone unpunished 
pecause of the complicity of the courts. Delegations from RC lay commissions 
in Argentina, Paraguay, and Uruguay also participated. — EPS 


Unification Church reported forming Mexican 'Protestant front' EPS 86.10.09 
MEXICO CITY - The Unification Church (uc) is forming a front of anti-communist 
Protestant groups in Mexico, reports Rome-based IPS news agency. The WC, 
founded by Sun-Myung Moon, has reportedly launched its campaign in the 
southeastern state of Chiapas, along the Guatemalan border. One of the 
poorest areas in Mexico, it has a large number of fundamentalist US 
missionaries. Besides Pentecostal Christians, other groups active in the area 
include Jehovah's Witnesses and Mormons. Some Mexican political, cultural, 
and religious groups have called for energetic government intervention against 
the fundamentalists and those in league with them. -— EPS 


Christian refusal to take part in community rites brings response EPS 86.10.10 
NAIROBI — Some Kenyan Christians have been ostracized from their communities 


because they refuse to take part in traditional African rites and ceremonies. 
In one case, Pentecostals have reportedly been prevented from using communal 
water sources, or going to market or school. The local chief banned playing 
of drums in the area last December, but the Pentecostals continued to use 
drums in worship. Therefore, the chief wanted them to slaughter a sheep to 
pacify traditional dieties. When they refused, he went ahead with the 
pacification rites himself, but asked the Christains to pay the costs. This 
they also refused. The chief has accused the Christians of using religious 
freedom to subvert the country's culture. — EPS 


US says Romania makes concessions on religion EPS 86.10.11 
WASHINGTON - The "Washington Post" newspaper reported last month that a US 
administration source said Romania's agreement to allow the printing of 
“several thousand" Bibles used especially by Romanian Baptists, assurances 
that three synagogues in Bucharest will not be demolished, agreement to allow 
several “Protestant fundamentalists" to leave the country, and approval for 
Seventh-day Adventists to build a church to replace one recently demolished in 
Bucharest, are "an apparent response to mounting pressure in Congress to 


protest Romania's human-rights record by canceling its special trade and 
tarife benefits." - EPS 


'History-making' church-state agreement in Mozambique EPS 86.10.12 
MAPUTO (Mozanbiaae) - In an agreement United Methodist News Service calls 
history-making, " the government of Mozambique and the United Methodist Church 
there provided for joint operation of a 200-bed hospital and clinic. .The 


government nationalized all hospitals and schools in 1975. UMNS reports the 
accord "could be a prototype for other similar actions." —- EPS 


Swiss RC bishops warn on eucharistic hospitality EPS 86.10.13 
BERNE (Switzerland) - In a document published last month, Switzerland's Roman 
Catholic bishops reiterate the official Roman Catholic ban, in almost all 
cases, On eucharistic hospitality, on grounds there is insufficient agreement 
in doctrine’ and practice to permit it. In particular, Reformed pastors are 
not to receive or distribute communion during Roman Catholic liturgies, and 
Roman Catholics are not to receive the eucharist under Reformed auspices. 
(Most Swiss Christians are either Reformed or Roman Catholic.) The bishops' 
statement "provoked surprise and disappointment," among some Roman Catholics, 
as well as other Christians, according to SPP, a Swiss church news agency. 
The bishops say they know their "doctrinal reminder will cause suffering for 
some of our Catholic and Reformed brothers engaged in ecumenical dialogue," 
but, "we cannot permit practices which allow equivocations and ambiguities 


which finally do a disservice to the cause of Christian unity." - EPS 
Ortega thanks Lutherans EPS 86.10.14 
MANAGUA (Nicaragua) — During an informal meeting here with Lutheran World 


Federation Assistant General Secretary Paul Wee during the intermission of a 
chamber-music concert, Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega thanked him for a 
recent LWF statement on Nicaragua (EPS 86.08.04). Ortega said he hopes 
Lutherans around the world "continue their efforts to secure peace and 
security for all the people" of Nicaragua. He also reaffirmed his 
government's "commitment to the human and civil rights of individuals and 
institutions" in Nicaragua. - EPS 


Swedish church assembly: worship materials, South Africa EPS 86.10.15 
STOCKHOIM - At its annual session, which ended last month (2 September), the 


assembly of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden adopted books of hymns and 
liturgies, and a statement on southern Africa. Of 699 hymns in the new book, 
325 are part of a common ecumenical core, selected through a widely ecumenical 
process. Among the hymns are what is considred a large number from other 
countries and continents. The assembly called apartheid in Namibia and South 
Africa "a violation of God's will, and incompatible with Christian faith." It 
said apartheid "by its nature [has] led to a totally unacceptable oppression." 
It urged the Swedish government to "intensify the efforts toward Scandinavian 
and international sanctions against South Africa and Namibia," and appealed 
for “increased financial support" for countries near South Africa. - EPS 


Three Namibian bishops challenge curfew EPS 86.10.16 
WINDHOEK (Namibia) — Three Namibian bishops - Anglican James Kauluma, Lutheran 
Keopas Dumeni, and Roman Catholic Bonifatius Haushiku - have gone to court to 
try to end a dawn-to-desk curfew in effect in northern Namibia for eight 


years. In a lengthy affidavit, they cite many problems the curfew causes. - EPS 


Hungarian Lutheran bishop responds to criticism EPS 86.10.17 


BUDAPEST - Gyula Nagy, acting as presiding bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Hungary during Zoltan Kaldy's illness, has responded to a three- 
page "brotherly word" signed by 10 ICH pastors, and other congregational 
leaders. Nagy says that after denomination-wide discussion, the LCH presidium 
and circuit deans are unanimous that "the majority of its enumerated theses 
and practical demands represent ... part of our commonly confessed ... faith" 
and "part of the program of our church." However, he adds, parts which speak 
of a "crisis of confidence" in the church, or which reflect a "mistaken 
understanding of [its] diakonia theology and the role of the churches in 
Hungarian society" are "unanimously criticized and refuted" by ICH leaders, 
who, nonetheless, "have declared their openness toward every honest critic, 
and readiness for discussion of all theological and practical questions of the 
contemporary life of the church." Nagy also criticizes unnamed persons and 
groups who want to use Kaldy's illness to "renew ... accusations and attacks" 
made on the LCH leadership in recent years. — EPS 


Ecumenical consultation on monastic iritualit EPS 86.10.18 
LOVNICA (Bosnia/Yugoslavia) - An ecumenical group of monks and nuns living a 
vowed life in community were scheduled to meet at the Eastern Orthodox 
monastery here (6-13 October) to discuss, among other things, their 
understanding of spirituality, and in particular prayer, in their religious 
life, and its "value ... for the redemption of our world and the renewal of 
the church." Also on the agenda were the "kingdom values" of the monastic 
life, the “relationship of the monastic life to the institutional church," and 
of “all vows and commitments ... to the principal task, the life of prayer, 
which is the foundation of all monastic life," amd the "relationship between 
prayer today and the world crisis, the human suffering, that surrounds us." 
The meeting was part of a current emphasis on questions of spirituality (the 
way one lives out one's Christian life) by the World Council of Churches. - EPS 


Bibles to Cuba, China EPS 86.10.19 
STUTTGART (FRG) - The United Bible Societies, based here, announced last month 
that it shipped 20,000 Spanish-language Bibles to Cuba in July, and that the 
China Christian Council has ordered 200,000 Bibles, to be printed in Nanjing. 
The Cuban Bible Society was closed in 1968, but there have been sporadic 
deliveries of Scriptures since then, UBS said. UBS also said the Chinese 
government has waived import taxes on printing and binding machinery for the 
Amity Printing Press to be established in Nanjing. It is to give priority to 
Bibles, New Testaments, hymn books, theological journals, and textbooks. - EPS 


Iran prayer da EPS 86.10.20 
STUTTGART (FR) — The Iranian Bible Society invited Christians in Iran to pray 
(22 September) for "grace, perseverance, and guidance." - EPS 


Lesotho church council leader deported EPS 86.10.21 
MASERU (Lesotho) - Michael Worsnip, the white South African Anglican priest 
who is general secretary of the Christian Council of Lesotho, was deported 
last month. Government leaders here were reportedly angry about a newspaper 
story they said relied heavily on an interview with him. It suggested that 
death squads operate with cooperation from the Lesotho government against ANC 
opponents of South Africa in this country. - EPS 


Russian Orthodox open information centre EPS 86.10.22 
MOSCOW — In connection with celebrations in 1988 to mark the 1000 years since 
Prince Vladimir of Kiev endorsed Christianity for his realm, the Russian 
[Eastern] Orthodox Church opened an information centre here, including meeting 
space, an icon exhibition, tourist advice, and a shop selling religious art 
and records. On the basis of an agreement with the government, seminarians 
and priests are in some cases to be guides at Soviet religious sites. - EPS 


RC bishops mediate in Bolivian miners’ dispute EPS 86.10.23 
TA PAZ -— After 13 days, Bolivian miners suspended (14 September) a hunger 
strike protesting planned changes in the mining industry, and army action 
which ended a "march for life and peace" by 6000 miners. The agreement came 
after nine days of mediation by representatives of the country's Roman 
Catholic bishops. Under it, those arrested were to be released, and plans to 
lay off 17,000 miners and close several mines were suspended. —- EPS 


European ecumenical association on South Africa, refugees EPS 86.10.24 
FREIBURG (FRG) — At its annual conference, the Ecumenical Association of 


Academies and Laity Centres in Furope resolved to terminate relationships with 
12 banks doing business in South Africa, reiterated its 1972 decision not to 
provide a forum for any advocate of apartheid, and urged that asylum-seexers 
in Europe be "given a humane reception, and not deported to countries where 


they have to fear for their lives due to civil wars, totalitarian governments, 
or other conflicts." - EPS 


WCC on Chile situation EPS 86.10.25 
GENEVA — In a message for a day of prayer for Chile (29 August), World Council 
of Churches Deputy General Secretary Todor Sabev (acting for WCC General 
Secretary Emilio Castro) offered prayers "in particular ... for familes which 
have suffered" because of their faith and love of life. - EPS 


French religious leaders speak on terrorism EPS 86.10.26 
PARIS — In the wake of terrorist attacks in France, six Christian, Jewish, and 
Muslim leaders declared (18 September) "solidarity with the civil authorities" 
and called on the French people not to give in to terrorist violence, but to 
“respect the rules of justice and democracy." The declaration was signed by 
the Roman Catholic archbishop of Paris (Jean-Marie Cardinal Lustiger), the 
Roman Catholic bishop of Lille and president of the conference of French Roman 
Catholic bishops (Jean Vilnet), the Reformed pastor and president of the 
Protestant Federation of France (Jacques Maury), Metropolitan Meleitos, 
president of the conference of Eastern Orthodox bishops, the rector of the 
Paris mosque, and the chief rabbi of France. — EPS 


Swiss church reps meet bankers EPS 86.10.27 
BERNE - Representatives of the Federation of Protestant [Reformed, Methodist ] 
Churches of Switzerland, and of the Conference of Swiss [Roman Catholic] 
Bishops, met last month with representatives of the Swiss Bankers Association 
to discuss church opposition to the banks' involvement in South Africa. - EPS 


Break-in at officies of Council of Churches in Namibia EPS 86.10.28 
KATUTURA (Namibia) — Welfare offices of the Council of Churches in Namibia, 
and the independent Morenga School were robbed and vandalized early one 
morning (16 September). CCN Welfare Director Vezera Kandetu said the reason 
for the break-in appeared to be "not simply theft." He said people were 
"looking for something specific, because they left some petty cash on the 
desk, and took various documents instead." CCN's main offices were firebombed 
in January; its welfare unit has been criticized by officials of the South 
African-sponsored Namibian government. — EPS 


Ecumenical emergency appeals: Honduras, Greece, Cameroon EPS 86.10.29 

ENEVA —- CICARWS, the inter-church aid sub-unit of the World Council of 
Churches, has issued three appeals. It is asking for 80,000 US dollars to 
respond to the drought in two southern provinces of Honduras, 100,000 in the 
wake of the earthquake which struck the Greek city of Kalamata (13 September), 
and 75,000 because of the volcanic eruption (21 August) under Lake Nyos in 
Cameroon. —- EPS 


Lutheran World Federation on Namibian independence EPS 86.10.30 


NEW YORK - In a statement marking a UN special session on Namibia last month, 
the Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation said failure to resolve the issue 
of Namibia's independence from South Africa "raises questions about the 
Credibility and effectiveness of the UN itself."  —- EPS 


US Lutherans invite third-world pastors EPS 86.10.31 

INNEAPOLIS - Six Lutheran pastors from Tanzania, Papua New Guinea, and South 
Africa are to bring an international emphasis to ministry in the American 
Lutheran Church between now and the middle of next year. They are part of the 
ALC Overseas Pastor Program. Most are spending three months at a time in 
different parishes; one is serving as a campus minister. - EPS 


Christian heads Japan Socialist Party EPS 86.10.32 
O - In a country where they are about 1 percent of the population, a 
Christian, Takako Doi, was elected last month to head Japan's largest 


Qype ition rty, the socialists. Doi, a member of the Kyodan Int besa ine) 
fe) ositie if’ Japan) has been active in efforts reduce "sex tourism." — 


ECUTEXT: "Reflections on Health & Healing in Europe" EPS 86.10.33 


This item is excerpted from one of the six group reports prepared during the 
European regional meeting in Budapest last month on "The Christian Witness to 
Health, Healing, and Building Community" (EPS 86.10.06). 


_.. Human brokenness is universal. Emptiness is found in hearts and minds in 
Birmingham as well as Budapest. We all live with the dangers of nuclear 
power. Some of us live with terrorism. All are touched by issues of humanity 
and quality of life. We have also discovered that neither church nor medicine 
has all wisdom, but when cooperating, they help to create community. 


We ... affirm our belief that Jesus Christ is Lord of all the world. We 
rejoice in the worship that has celebrated his presence - even when, 
painfully, it has pointed to our divisions. We have been reminded that all 
political systems deny the reign of Christ. Capitalism panders to greed, and 
socialism may deprive people of their freedom. But both bring deadness to the 
soul, because Christ is excluded. ... Jesus Christ reminds us that spiritual 
things must be restored to the heart of medicine .... 


We have had to recognize that we came here with many stereotypes, e€.9- 
different national groups, doctors/patients, sick/well, handicapped/whole. 
These stereotypes have been challenged, and we rejoice. But we go further. 
We have discovered that we cannot cure the deeper sicknesses that divide and 
destroy - we cannot genuinely start building community - until we are prepared 
to be honest, not only with others, but with ourselves. 


Building community means facing truths, being challenged about our cherished 
traditions and practices, our personal rationalizations and prejudices. We 
have to become vulnerable .... After we talk about "important issues" as if 
they were “out there", there are always dangers that we will intellectualize, 
that we will speak of health and healing and building community in academic 
ways only. ... 


We feel that so much of the anguish felt by people comes from the need to be 
in control. Doctors, priests, rulers, are scared of others challenging their 
authority, questioning their wisdom. In some of the communist countries, 
Christians have little opportunity for nursing, because the state is afraid of 
the influence of people motivated to care by the love of Christ. Nursing is 
hard work; true motivation of the Spirit is needed. 


On the other hand, the church in the West is also too protective of itself. 
We care, but we exclude the deviants, the "problem people", the unsuccessful. 
We have not yet learned how to be true communities of healing and forgiveness. 


... We have realized it is very threatening to have people among us with 
obvious weakness. The "ideal" Christian image is of wholeness. We push 
badness away. We believe therefore that the church must seek new attitudes to 
weakness and suffering if it is to create a better atmosphere for healing. 


We do not want to be obsessed with suffering. There is no place for Christian 
masochism. ... As we see it, medicine has become problem-oriented, not 
people-oriented, just as the church has dwelt too much on sin. We have become 
What one of us called a "hygiene society", not a healthy society. 


The church has presented too much the picture of the ideal style of life, 
which leaves most of us feeling guilty. We need a theology that embraces 


weakness in order to fully accept those who suff - . 
seriously our own pebkenness. oe oo EPS pee ja, al theetes yr the Catee 


ECUTEXT: "Aids and the Church as a Healing Community" EPS 86.10.34 


This item is excerpted from a document received by the Executive Committee of 
the World Council of Churches at its meeting last month (EPS 86.10.01). The 
consultation.to which is refers was held in Geneva last June (EPS 86.07.24). 


--. The consultation called on the churches to undertake the following: 


1. Pastoral Care: The people of God can be the family that embraces and 
sustains those who are sick with Aids or Aids-related conditions, caring for 
the brother, sister, or child without barriers, exclusion, hostility or 
rejection. 


Death is a mystery. We are angry and helpless when faced by its reality. We 
need to acknowledge our helplessness and not deny it. This has particular 
significance as we share the experience of ministry with persons with AIDS and 
as we are ministered to by them, as we grow with them in our Christian 
understanding of death in the light of Christ's death and resurrection. 


2. Education for Prevention: To assure high quality information on the 
disease, we invite the churches to participate actively with the health 
professions, local governments, where possible, and local community agencies 
in programmes of prevention education. We invite the churches to use the 
World Health Organization and its networks of local resources. 


Aids is preventable. Society must concentrate sufficient resources on its 
prevention. This will involve measures that should reasonably be adopted by 
all: carriers, the sick, current high risk groups and the general population, 
since the latter includes many undetected carriers. It also calls urgently 
for responsible forms of behaviour by all, and for the improvement of physical 
and social-economic conditions in many parts of the world. 


Preventive measures and altered behaviour patterns must address the different 
factors that favour the transmission of the virus; it is necessary, therefore, 
that the different modes of transmission prevalent regionally be clearly 
described and understood. 


3. Social ministry: Given the widely varying valuations of some of the issues 
related to the disease, member churches and ecumenical councils will have to 
be rigorously contextual in their response. We affirm, however, certain 
commonly held values, especially: 


1. the free exchange of medical and educational information about the disease 
within countries and across borders; 2. the freedom to pursue research about 
the disease; 3. the free flow of information about the disease to patients, 
their families and loved ones; 4. the right to medical and pastoral care 
regardless of socio-economic status, race, sex, sexual orientation or sexual 
relationships; 5. the privacy of medical records of persons with Aids or 
Aids-Related Complex or positive antibodies. 


Since Aids is a global epidemic, effective action by churches and individual 
Christians must extend not only to the Aids neighbour closest at hand, but 
also through effective global collaboration to the stranger on the farthest 
side of the world." ... 


[The consultation] felt the need to confess that churches as institutions have 
been slow to speak and to act; many Christians have been quick to judge and 
condemn many of the people who have fallen prey to the disease; through their 
silence, many churches share responsibility for the fear that has swept our 
world more quickly than the virus itself. ... — EPS 


FECUTEXT: "WCC Executive Committee Statement on Nicaragua" EPS 86.10.35 


This item was approved by the Executive Committee of the World Council of 
Churches at its meeting last month (EPS 86.10.01). 


The sovereignty of the Nicaraguan nation is umder threat. Its territorial 
integrity has been violated. The right of its people for self-—determination 
has been challenged. Their efforts to shape their own destiny are being 


thwarted. Pain and suffering have been imposed on them. They are crying out 
for help to fulfil their aspirations for peace and justice. 


The attempt of the US government to destabilize and overthrow the Nicaraguan 
government has become more direct and blatant by the decision of the Congress 
to approve US$ 100 million in new funding to the ‘contras'. This decision has 
come soon after the US government's refusal to honour the ruling of the World 
Court wnich determinea tnat tne Us support to repel forces in Wicaragua 
constitutes a violation of international law. Large sections of the US 
public, including the churches, have declared their strong opposition to their 
government's policy on Nicaragua. 


The recent visit of the commissioners of the Christian Medical Commission to 
Nicaragua and the meeting of the Commission on the Churches’ Participation in 
Development held there, provided new opportunities for representatives of the 
wcC to listen to the people of Nicaragua and to learm about their 
achievements, especially in education and health care, and their problems. 


Both groups underlined the need for renewed support of the ecumenical 
community to the Nicaraguan people at this time of profound crisis. They have 
reported on the devastating effects of the US economic sanctions and military 
intervention on Nicaragua. 


In a letter to churches and Christians in the USA [EPS 86.08.83] ... The 
Baptist Convention of Nicaragua said ... "this measure [US support for forces 
fighting the Nicaraguan government] entails a financing of pain, of death, and 
of the destruction of our suffering people. ... Because of the economic 
embargo against Nicaragua, the war imposed by the White House through the 
counter-revolution, and the disinformation campaigns and pressures against 
this country, life is becoming almost impossible here. ... " 


The Executive Committee: 


reaffirms its solidarity with the people of Nicaragua in their efforts "to 
Choose an order responsive to their own history and distinctive culture, 
independent and non-aligned, pluralistic and with an economy designed to 
benefit the poor". (Central Committee, August 1985); 


calls upon member churches to encourage their governments to use their 
influence to bring an end to the economic and military intervention against 
Nicaragua, and to increase their assistance through trade and aid; to 
continue to uphold the Nicaraguan churches in intercessions and to send 
messages to the Nicaraguan churches on the occasion of the National Worship 
Celebration for Peace and Justice in Nicaragua on October 31, 1986; [and] 


to increase their support to the Nicaraguan churches and related 
organizations; 


and commends and holds the significant witness of the churches and 
Christians in the USA (in the spirit of the covenant made with Christians 
of Central America at the time of the [WCC] Sixth Assembly), through 
pastoral and material support to the churches in Nicaragua, the sanctuary 
movement and the challenge to their government's policy. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Lalashowi Swai: "Uganda Today" EPS 86.10.36 


This item is excerpted from a report on a visit (23-25 July) to Uganda by 
World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro. Swai, a Tanzanian 
who is a WCC Africa secretary, accompanied Castro, along with two members of 
the WCC Central Committee, Joyce Kaddu (Uganda) and Henry Okullu (Kenya). 
Castro visited representatives of the two WCC members in the country 
(CAnglican] Church of Uganda, and a diocese of the Greek [Eastern] Orthodox 
Patriarchate of Alexandria and All Africa), and made contacts also with 
Ugandan Roman Catholic, Reformed Presbyterian, Baptist, and United Pentecostal 
representatives. 


--- Obviously, ome needs more than a mere weekend to understand or to 
appreciate the present situation in Uganda, let alone drawing correct 
conclusions from observation and concrete analysis. 


In spite of that, however, there were clearly identifiable ideas, views, and 
positions which, judging from the frequency with which they surfaced in 
private and public discussion, would tend to reflect overwhelmingly the 
current thinking and feeling of the Ugandan church and society at this crucial 
time in the history of the country. ... 


Peace is finally returning: 


There is ample evidence of that in what we heard and saw. The present 
situation, which is most welcome, is only the beginning of a much longer and 
delicate process on the path towards restoring full peace in the country. 


It is not going to be the government alone, or single-handed, bringing peace, 
although it is obviously by far the main protagonist in these efforts. The 
church in Uganda, and indeed all the people of Uganda, will have to play their 
full part. 


Undeniably, the church has a very prominent role to play: it has the greatest 
and deepest grassroot reach, and hence tremendous influence, which no secular 
structure can equal. More significantly, the church should be, and must be 
seen to be, the embodiment of the Lord of the church, the Prince of Peace. 


It is for this very reason that it should lend its full and unequivocal 
support and gravity to all legitimate and honest efforts being made to bring 
and/or enhance peace in the country and to tackle root causes of any future 
conflicts or injustices. Church participation in drawing out the proposed 
(new) constitution becomes therefore all the more imperative. 


Need for national reconciliation: 


In Uganda at this time, peace and reconciliation should be seen not only as 
urgent but indeed inseparable. Peace, beggingly, yearns for reconciliation 
and national unity. 


National reconciliation, however, must begin with the individual Ugandans 
themselves, at the grassroot, and not in the council or conference rooms in 
Kampala or Entebbe. The church's role here cannot be over-estimated. If the 
church fails in mediating between those that disagree, who then can? 


But for the church to do this effectively and with credibility, it urgently 
needs to close ranks and speak with one voice and it must denounce in the 
first place those traditional rivalries which have for so long militated 
against its prophetic voice in national reconciliation. over 


uganda/2 


Challenges posed by rehabilitation and reconstruction: 


Clearly this is by far the most pressing and urgent business presently. In 
tackling this, Uganda must realize it has tremendous local resources yet to be 
fully tapped, the greatest resource of all being its people and what they 
themselves can do for the future of their country together and individually. 


External resources are not in the end going to be the answer to the Ugandan 
economic and social malaise. It is thus necessary to prioritize the many 
areas of need and deprivation which are all clamoring for attention at the 
same time, and to take first things first. 


One will thus need to have the determination first to seriously consider 
Uganda's own contribution and involvement in a given programme or project, 
before looking around for external assistance which often undermines and 
endangers the noble dream for eventual freedom, independence of action, and 
self-determination. 


Search for national unity: 


As in most other countries of Africa, the quest for national unity in Uganda 
appears like a mirage. But one must never give up the search. 


As in the case of ecumenism within the churches, people need to open up more 
to each other wherever they are and must dare to appreciate their differences, 
or diversity, as something healthy and wholesome, something with great 
potential for enhancing, rather than impeding, life together in unity. 


With regard to the effort now afoot to bring back the Uganda Joint Christian 
Council, it is necessary to analyse deeply why the earlier attempt failed and 
whether or not the factors that led to that failure have now been squarely 
faced and resolved. 


There is need also to ask whether our own dioceses, given their autonomy, are 
themselves a good demonstration and example of that unity, or ecumenism, which 
we seek to see in our unity with other churches. 


Equally important is the question regarding precisely what we intend such 
ecumenical councils to do for the participating churches. 


This must be spelt out clearly, if such a council is to succeed. 

The history of the church in Uganda vis-a-vis the state being what it is, the 
quest for national unity amd for the establishment of wholesome ecumenical 
relations must be seen as complementary. 

It is thus difficult, if not impossible, to achieve one without the other. 

All the tasks highlighted above obviously sound and seem formidable. However 


the word of God encourages us to take courage because it is he who finally 
empowers us to do his work. 


Thus, in tackling even that which appears impossible, we must continually seek 
and acknowledge his presence with us through the Holy Spirit. ... - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ghassan Rubeiz: "Lebanon Today" EPS 86.10.37 


A Lebanese, Rubeiz is Middle East secretary at the World Council of Churches 
in Geneva. This is excerpted from a longer reflection, “Lebanon - September 
1988," available from him on request (Box 66, CH-1211]1 Geneva 20). 


Sipping a cup of coffee after Sunday church service with Lebanese friends who 
reside in Geneva is therapeutic. The conversation after church inevitably 
leads to the latest Lebanese news. I am sitting with three Lebanese, two 
living in Geneva and one visiting for a week from Beirut. All four of us 
monitor the news about our country daily and share the feeling of the Lebanese 
silent majority, a feeling of helplessness and pessimism about near future 
prospects for this bleeding Lebanon. ... 


We face two striking facts: 1) Key decisions for a probable solution to 
Lebanon's current crisis are no longer in the hands of the Lebanese. 2) By 
September 1988, a new president and a new cabinent are expected to be in 
position; until then, serious improvement in stability is unlikely. ... 


Today, militarily, Syria and Israel are virtually in control of Lebanon, but 
the nature of the presence of these two authorities varies. ... The 
motivations of both Syria and Israel are not easy to understand, but the 
rivalry between those two states in Lebanon is clear and crippling. ... 


Lebanon needs a new leader around whom the people of all communities may 
rally. Today the president and the prime minister are too weak to mobilize 
the nation toward reconciliation, even if regional conditions allowed. The 
next president is due to be elected in September 1988. With a new (Christian) 
president and a new (Muslim) prime minister there may be a chance for a break- 
through. 


However, local leaders can only succeed if preparatory political work preceeds 
their coming into position. If the Lebanese communities can agree on a power 
sharing formula in the coming months, the new president and his prime minister 
will have a legislative platform from which to rule the country and implement 
reform. 


The next preparatory step would be to find a formula for local administrative 
rule of the different feuding communities. The Christian and the Druze 
communities would feel particularly vulnerable in a reunited Lebanon, given 
the demographic imbalance. 


Another urgent measure for a future Lebanon is the reunification and 
strengthening of the army. What could be done with the militias, their 
leaders and their dependencies? It would not be easy to dismantle economic 
interests of the warlords. It would be easier to erase the sand barriers and 
check-points than to stop the lucrative (and illegal) income of militia 
leaders (e.g. tax on ports, external funds from the region, arms deals etc.). 


In a positive scenario, while the Lebanese would have to work hard to recreate 
a new system, the Israelis and Syrians would also have to make regional peace 
(or at least stop their hositilities in Lebanon). Such a new regional step 
toward peace would have to include an understanding on the Palestinian issue. 
As we examine the preparatory steps which must precede the stage for a new 
united Lebanon, we realize how complicated the problem is and how much good 
will needs to be generated locally, regionally, amd internationally. 


... About one million Lebanese living abroad think of their lost country daily 
---- Our conversation on Lebanon in church has always ended on a sad note, 
but people of faith should never lose signs of hope. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ruth Sovik: “The Ecumenical Family” EPS 86.10.38 


This item is excerpted from an address to the convention of the American 
Lutheran Church at the end of August (EPS 86.09.21). Sovik, a US Lutheran, is 
one of the three deputy general secretaries of the World Council of Churches. 


. This [ecumenical] ‘family’ is undoubtedly one of the most diverse groups 
of people coming from a common root, a common and deep source - that source 
being the love of Jesus Christ. 


That group is marked by a vast diversity of culture, of Christian tradition, 
of political allegiances, a diversity of loyalties and commitments. 


In the ecumenical family discussion, things are said that we sometimes do not 
understand, or we don't want to accept. 


Perhaps you've found that true in the stories I've told just now. What has 
been said hurts. And I hurt, too. 


But of this worldwide family discussion, the churches, we the Christians of 
the world, have also learned much. 


- We have been challenged to read the Bible differently: to break down the 
walls we have built for our own comfort's sake, between the spiritual 
dimensions of the Biblical imperatives and the economic, social and 
political dimensions and those same Biblical imperatives. 


- We have had to listen to Christians in other parts of the world, and with 
other traditions, to leam that the Basic Christian Community is 
healthiest when it does not depend on the theological ‘experts’, but does 
its own exegesis of scriptures out of its own experience of the daily 
Struggle for life and faith. 


~- We have had to learn from others that we are rich because they are poor. 


- We have had to learn from those we did not want to listen to that Western 
theology is not a ‘universal’ theology, and that theologies abound in as 
many varied forms as the ways in which God has acted with his people all 
Over the world through Jesus Christ. 


- We have had to learn from the poor of the earth, within the Christian 
community, that our Bible is not a book of comfort for the comfortable, 
but a message which sustains the poor; the majority of the world say 
plainly that God is at their side. 


We have had to learn from those who suffer how God fills to overflowing 
those who have little but pain. 


. We have learned that peace and justice are not alternatives - the first a 
high priority for the North, and justice a high priority for the South. 


- We have learned that peace is not just lack of conflict, but is the sign 
of the presence of justice. 


The lessons of the ecumenical family have been many. And yet there is still so 
much more to be learned. 


And we need each other for that learning - because we are bourd to each other 
in a solidarity of suffering and comfort. ... - EPS 
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A World Consultation on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service is 
planned by the World Council of Churches in Cyprus, 19-26 November. About 300 
church leaders, development-agency representatives, and workers in local 
church-aid projects are expected. It is open to journalists, who can 
contact WCC/Monique McClellan, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20, for more information. 


The first annual issue (1985) of Chinese Theological Review has appeared. 
It includes addresses and statements, essays, sermons, Bible study, catechism, 
and hymnology sections. The material has generally not previously appeared in 
English. A copy is available from Foundation for Theological Education in 
Southeast Asia, c/o Marvin Hoff, 86 East 12 Street, Holland MI 49423 USA. 


The Stranger within Your Gates: Uprooted People in the World Today is the 
29th in the WCC Risk book series. By André Jacques, WCC migration secretary, 
it costs 9.90 Swiss francs, 5.50 US dollars, or 3.50 UK pounds, from WCC 
Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The current (September) issue of the WCC refugee newsletter (WCC/CICARWS, Box 
66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) deals with the US movement offering sanctuary to 
refugees from Central America, even though the US government considers their 
presence in the US illegal. There is also information about similar efforts 
in Switzerland, and a meeting last August in the Netherlands of US and 
European sanctuary activists. 


EPS 86.08.63 will be superseded by a more detailed item. In EPS 86.09.11, 
note that the theme given is for the 1987-88 Bossey session. Theme for the 
session which began this month is “gospel and culture". In EPS 86.10.02, 
Oka Fau'olo should be identified in paragraph 5 as secretary of the [Western] 
Samoa Council of Churches. 


Situation reports on the aftermath of the earthquake in Kalamata, Greece 
(no.1, 26 September), and on relief and rehabilitation in Uganda (no. 6, 19 
September) are available from the WCC inter-church aid commission 
(WCC/CICARWS, Box 66, CH-121l Geneva 20). Also available are an appeal for 
100,000 US dollars to help respond to destruction caused by a typhoon in 
Vietnam (25 September), and a status report on the emergency situation in 
Africa (19 September), where "at least three million people are facing acute 
food shortage, of whom one million are facing immediate starvation", and 
"nearly 18 million still depend on food distribution for survival. Main 
immediate causes are apartheid and wars." 


A report on a workshop on the role of the church in social welfare services 
organised by national Christian councils of eastern and southern Africa in 
Ezulwini (Swaziland), 3-6 August, is available from André Jacques, WCC 
migration secretary (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20), who attended. 


The WCC Sub-Unit on Renewal and Congregational Life (WCC/RCL, Box 66, CH-1211 
Geneva 20) is looking for hymns and liturgies written by women. They would 


then be available through its Worship Resource Centre; some might later be 
part of a book, 


If you ask to be on the list, EPS headlines will be telexed to you. We pay 
for that. You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for 
that. Usual EPS deadlines are Tuesdays at 0800 GMT. EPS printing: this 
issue, 1 Oct; next issue, 8 Oct. EPS appears about 40 times a year. 


PACIFIC CHURCH ASSEMBLY: Ecumenical Press 
NEW LEADERS, MANY ISSUES Service 86.10.39 


APIA (Western Samoa) (Monique McClellan) - Delegates - Methodist, Reformed, 
United, Anglican, Disciples, and Roman Catholic - at the Fifth Assembly of the 
Pacific Conference of Churches (here, 14-24 September), chose a new general 
secretary from among four persons proposed. He is S.K. Motu'ahala, executive 
secretary of the Tonga National Council of Churches. Outgoing General 
Secretary Baiteke Nabetari did not stand for re-election. 


Succeeding Jabez Leslie Bryce, Anglican bishop in Polynesia (Fiji), as PCC 
chairman is Leslie Boseto, United bishop in the Solomon Islands. Four members 
of the former executive committee continue on the new committee, and two new 
places are to be reserved for a woman and a youth. 


Delegates expressed strong concern about Christian funding agencies such as 
World Vision, calling for clear guidelines for Pacific church relations with 
them. Of special concern were fund-raising methods and advertising in donor 
countries, methods of entering South Pacific countries, co-opting staff, and 
possible agency ties to US political interests. Observed Boseto, "The only 
way to cope with groups coming in from outside our region is to be sure of our 
faith in our own communities." 


The assembly voted to endorse a petition asking the US, France, UK, USSR, 
Japan, and Australia to cease uranium sales and all other nuclear activity in 
the Pacific. PCC members were asked to urge their governments to keep the 
Pacific nuclear free. 


There were pre-assembly meetings of youth and women (in American Samoa and 
Tonga), and both groups came here determined to push for increased involvement 
in PCC affairs. After much discussion, the assembly accepted their proposals 
to create two staff positions - for women and youth - despite dramatic PCC 
budget limitations. 


Delegates put special emphasis on World Council of Churches priorities 
considered especially relevant to the Pacific situation - baptism, eucharist, 
and ministry; justice, peace, and the integrity of creation; gospel and 
culture; and interfaith dialogue. 


The assembly reacted positively to a report that Roman Catholic membership in 
the PCC may shift from one unit (the Episcopal Conference of the Pacific) to 
the dozen or so dioceses and archdioceses which make it up. PCC members were 
asked to seriously rethink what they want PCC to do in the future. 


Commenting on the assembly, Lorine Tevi, PCC general secretary from 1976 until 
1981, and now WCC co-ordinator for ecumenical learning, said “there is no 
question that despite difficulties, the Pacific churches want to be together. 
It is a major achievement to work jointly with Roman Catholics and Protestants 
within the conference .... The Catholics are interested in revitalizing 
ecumenism at the local level, and we can all learn from that." 


She observed that while issues such as women's concerns, the role of young 
people, peace, and ecumenism, were assembly highlights, the negative side 
included the weak position of some national Christian councils, and a lack of 
discussion of regional issues. "We didn't hear stories we should have heard 
about struggles faced by some of our member churches, and how they deal with 
their faith in their difficult situations", she said. 


Some French-speaking participants said they were only beginning to make an 
impact in the conference, which strikes them as excessively Anglo-Saxon. - EPS 


CHURCH-STATE ISSUES: Ecumenical Press 
CONTROVERSY IN KENYA Service 86.10.40 


NAIROBI - Recent statements by Anglican bishops opposing one-party rule, have 
prompted rebuttals from government representatives, Africa Church Information 
Service reports (29 September). 


In a sermon, Henry Okullu, bishop of the Anglican diocese of Maseno South, 
criticized one-party political systems on grounds they force conformity, breed 
despotism, and subvert democracy. 


In reply, a government minister, Oloo Aringo, said Okullu "should not use the 
pulpit to abuse the freedom the country has allowed". He said the bishop's 
views were those of “foreign masters" using him as a stooge. 


And Burudi Nabwera, secretary-general of the Kenya African National Union, the 
country's only legal political party, said multi-party systems in Africa 
tended to encourage tribal division and intolerance. 


Earlier, another Anglican bishop, Alexander Kipsang'Muge of Eldoret diocese, 
drew government criticism for describing the church's role as "to stand up 
against the pressures of totalitarianism in the name of one~party systems, and 
against the detention of political opponents without trial". 


The controversy about one-party states follows a row over a new KANU voting 
procedure which church representatives criticized. It requires voters in 
preliminary elections to line up behind candidates ’of their choice. (The 
actual parliamentary elections, for candidates receiving at least 30 percent 
of the preliminary vote, are still by secret ballot.) 


In the controversy that followed, 1200 pastors attending a conference under 
the auspices of the National Council of Churches of Kenya threatened not to 
take part in elections under the new arrangements because it would compromise 
their church work to be identified with particular candidates. 


Eventually, Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi exempted church leaders (and 
certain members of the civil service and army) from the requirement. They are 
to be allowed to vote by secret ballot or "proxy". 


Recently, Moi has cautioned "some church leaders" who speak out on political 
issues they are not competent to talk about to concentrate on their spiritual 
roles, and to respect the authority which has continued to provide freedom and 
security for the whole country. Kenyan Vice President Mwai Kibaki has urged 
church leaders to speak out on matters affecting the nation - not only to 


criticize when things go wrong, but also to commend and support the government 
for positive developments. 


In another case, US missionary Lyle Marvin Hudson, 63, reportedly collapsed 
and died after reading a front-page banner headline on a shipment of arms and 
powerful communications equipment to the Associated Christian Churches of East 
Africa, with which he was connected. He reportedly asked for the paper while 


being questioned (24 September) at the Kenyan Criminal Investigation 
Department on the alleged shipments. 


Moi had said the denomination installed "huge transmitters, pocket phones, and 
maps of ... areas of northern Kenya. This is not in keeping with what the 
churches should stand for", he added. According to ACIS, "when contacted, the 


National Council of Churches of Kenya, which keeps track of all local 


religious organisations, said they knew nothing of" Associated Christian 
Churches. — EPS 


AFRICAN CHURCH REPS IN Ecumenical Press 
SUMMIT ON HUMAN RIGHTS Service 86.10.41 


CAIRO - About three dozen church representatives, mostly from Africa, but also 
from Europe and North America, met here (8-13 September) under the auspices of 
the Nairobi-based All Africa Conference of Churches to discuss’ the 
human-rights situation on the continent. 


The meeting included four Bible studies. Lectures focused on the African 
Charter on Human Rights (ratified by 30 countries, it is to go into effect by 
the end of the year), human rights and the African church, South Africa, human 
rights in independent Africa, the theological basis for human rights and 
liberation, and refugees. 


Workshops considered specifically African contributions to the human-rights 
debate, human-rights mechanism in Africa, and southern Africa, each of which 
made several proposals. 


Among concerns and recommendations from conference participants are that: 

- the various parts of the church in Africa more clearly work together to 
help South African blacks, including through visits. 

- “carefully prepared pastoral visits" take place to help find "solutions 
to problems in areas of obvious or subtle violations of human rights". 

- the AACC consider publishing a handbook on human-rights violations, 
similar to its work on refugees. 

- the AACC, according to an AACC report of the meeting "make the world 
aware of all oppressions, not only in South Africa, but in independent African 
nations as well. This would enhance its prophetic mission in the liberation 
of the oppressed." 

- there be several “empirical studies" on various aspects of human rights. 

- the all councils of churches in African countries establish human-rights 
desks. 

- changes be made to substantially strengthen the AACC International 
Affairs Commission. 


One working group noted "different scenarios" in various African countries, 
including "one-party states which operate with the ideology of Marxism or 
African socialism, outside interference, ... military governments which are 
hardly ever benevolent, ... capitalist economies which indulge in ruthless 
exploitation of peoples. In all these, the political situation is further 
confused by inter-church and ethnic hostilities." 


The group also identified seven types of "manifestations of abuses of human 
rights" which are "rather rampant" on the continent, among them lack of 
freedom of expression, diverse forms of “excessive and perhaps unbridled 
power", intolerance of criticism and divergent views, abject poverty, millions 
of refugees and displaced persons, absence of security of home and land, and 
the "feminization of poverty and the marginalization of youth". 


Hosts for the conference were the Middle East Council of Churches, which has 
an office here, and Egyptian church bodies. African participants came from 
Burundi, Cameroon, Egypt, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Madagascar, Mozambique, 
Sierra Leone, South Africa, Zaire, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. It follows a 
human-rights summit on southern Africa, in Lusaka (Zambia, 11-12 June 1985), 
and a mini-summit of AACC leaders on human rights, in Dakar (Senegal, 24-28 
April). Results of the meetings are to feed into the AACC assembly next 
August in Lomé (Togo). Egyptian government officials were among those 
greeting the gathering, including William Naguib Seifein, minister of state 
for migration and Egyptians abroad, and Ahmed Sidky, head of the Africa 
department of the Egyptian foreign affairs ministry. - EPS 


Vatican publicly rebukes Schillebeeckx EPS 86.10.42 
NIJMEGEN (Netherlands) - The Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith said (23 September) that some views of Edward Schillebeeckx, the 
Belgian-born Roman Catholic theologian who teaches at the Catholic university 
here, are “at variance with" Roman Catholic teaching. The notification was 
signed by the congregation's head, Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger. Schillebeeckx's 
view that in some circumstances, a person chosen by a local community but not 
ordained by a Roman Catholic bishop might preside at the eucharist was among 
the views with which the Vatican took issue. In recent years, other 
theologians, among them Charles Curran (US), Leonardo Boff (Brazil), and Hans 
Kiing (FRG), have been the object of Vatican disapproval because of some of 
their views. Last month, it was announced that a Roman Catholic archbishop in 
the US, Raymond Hunthausen of Seattle, had been relieved of some of his 
responsibilities on Vatican order (EPS 86.09.10). A few of Hunthausen's 
episcopal colleagues, including Leroy Matthiesen (the bishop of Amarillo, 
Texas), Thomas J. Gumbleton (an auxiliary bishop in the Roman Catholic arch- 
diocese--of Detroit. ), and Rembert Weakland (archbishop of Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin), have publicly criticized, directly or indirectly, the Vatican's 
action on Hunthausen. — EPS 


Japanese government revises fingerprinting requirements EPS 86.10.43 
TOKYO —- On the eve of a visit to South Korea, Japanese Prime Minister Yasuhiro 
Nakasone announced that fingerprinting of foreign residents is to be required 
at the time of their first registration, instead of every four years, as at 
present. The law affects principally Koreans, and they and some Japanese 
Christians have been urging abolition of the requirement (EPS 86.06.52, 
08.58). The change, however, has not satisfied many opponents. Oh Jae Shik, 
director of the Ecumenical Centre of the National Council of Churches in 
[South] Korea, called it a "deceptive compromise". - EPS 


Patriarch intervenes in Indian church situation EPS 86.10.44 
KOTTAYAM (India) - The church news agency SAR reported last month that 
Ignatius Zakka I, Syrian [Oriental] Orthodox patriarch of Antioch and All the 
East, has suspended changes in the status of certain bishops in India ordered 
by the Syrian Orthodox catholicos (chief bishop) in Karela. The patriarch 
said there was evidence that the catholicos' actions violated church laws and 
customs. ~— EPS 


Bishop blasts "matrimonial tourism" EPS 86.10.45 
AGANA (Guam) - The Roman Catholic bishop of this US-controlled Pacific island 
of Guam, most of whose inhabitants are counted as Roman Catholics, has 
denounced “matrimonial tourism" by Japanese who visit the island. Anthony 
Sablan Apuron has forbidden priests in the diocese to officiate at the 
marriages of non-Christian couples. In recent years, some Japanese have been 
attracted to western, Christian marriage ceremonies, even though they are not 
Christians. Some travel agencies are offering Japanese travellers "Christian 
marriage with trip [to Guam and back] included". - EPS 


Orthodox synod suspends 1969 decision allowing RCs to commune EPS 86.10.46 
MOSCOW - The Holy Synod [of bishops] of the Russian [Eastern] Orthodox Church 
has decided to "postpone application" of a decision it took at the end of 1969 
to allow Roman Catholics in the Soviet Union cut off from a parish of their 
tradition, to receive communion and other sacraments administered under ROC 
auspices. The ROC's External Church Relations Department reported in its 
bulletin that the synod had received inquiries about the 1969 decision, that 

this practice has not been developed", and that the synod decided to postpone 


application of the decision until there was a “decision ... by the Orthodox 
plenitude on this matter". - EPS 


Russian Orthodox ecumenical activities EPS 86.10.47 
MOSCOW - Among ecumenical meetings which have involved Russian [Eastern] 
Orthodox representatives in recent months are the second theological seminar 
between representatives of ROC theological schools and theological faculties 
of the Evangelical [United, Lutheran, Reformed] Church of [West Berlin and 
West] Germany (topics: tradition in the church, church  peace-making 
activities), the seventh meeting of Finnish Lutheran and Russian Orthodox 
theologians (topics: "holiness, sanctification, and saints" and "Sermon on the 
Mount and peacemaking activities of churches in the modern world"), and a 
visit to the Russian Orthodox Church by a group of Vietnamese Roman Catholic 
bishops. - EPS 


Conference urges 'legitimacy' of Christian witness to Jews EPS 86.10.48 


EASNEYE (England) - The Lausanne Consultation on Jewish Evangelism, which met 
here (18-27 August) issued an open letter urging the church to “uphold the 
legitimacy of Christian witness to the Jewish community". It expressed grief 
over "discrimination and suffering which have been inflicted on the Jewish 
people in the name of Jesus Christ", but said that history must not "silence 
the church in her witness to the Jewish people". The conference was said to 
be the largest of its kind since a meeting in Poland in 1927. It reportedly 
attracted more than 150 participants from 17 countries. David Harley, 
consultation co-ordinator, said evangelizing Jews must take account of the 
Holocaust (the Nazi attempt to exterminate Jews before and during World War 
II), but, he said, "it is not the cross that should be re-examined in the 
light of the Holocaust, but the Holocaust in the light of the cross". - EPS 


Children's Drawing Festival' announced EPS 86.10.49 
GENEVA - The Sub-Unit on Education of the World Council of Churches (Box 66, 


CH-1211 Geneva 20) has announced a "children's drawing festival" on the issues 
of "justice, peace, and the integrity of creation" (JPIC), a current emphasis 
of WCC work. The festival is open to children born in 1974 or later, in two 
groups - 6 to 9 and 10 to 13. Pictures submitted may be used in a 1989 
calendar, or in audio-visual material (cards, slides, etc.) on the theme. A1l 
pictures received are to be displayed at WCC headquarters here, and at a 
projected JPIC world conference, to be held in conjunction with the next WCC 
assembly, in early 1991. Any form of painting, drawing, design, photography, 
or collage may be submitted, with a deadline of next 31 August. The mimimum 
size is 21x30 centimetres, the maximum 42x62. The WCC reserves sole rights 
for publication of all drawings, accepts no liability for loss or damage, and 
will retain them all, unless a request otherwise, including mailing label and 
postage, is included. - EPS 


Nigerian church leaders ask prayer and fasting EPS 86.10.50 
LAGOS - Church leaders in Nigeria asked Christians in that country to set 


aside 22-29 September as a period of prayer and fasting for the nation. Among 
concerns related to their call, according to a statement from the branch here 
of the Christian Association of Nigeria, are “insecurity of human lives and 
properties", “mass unemployment", the rising cost of living ("prices of all 
commodities, particularly basic foodstuffs, continue to rise astronomically"), 
and the decision of the government ("the most terrible blunder ever made by 
government since our attainment of national independence") to join the 
Organization of the Islamic Conference, an international Muslim group. (The 
Nigerian population is roughly half Christian and half Muslim.) - EPS 


Mass and bingo attract US RC parish participation EPS 86.10.51 
NOTRE DAME (Indiana/US) - A survey by the Notre Dame Study of Catholic Parish 
Life shows that besides mass, bingo games are the activity most likely to 


attract participation in US Roman Catholic parishes. A distant third and 
fourth were religious education programs for adults and children. - EPS 


British church reps object to UK visa plan EPS 86.10.52 
LONDON - British Methodist President Nigel Gilson called a UK government plan 
to require visas for visitors from India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Ghana, and 
Nigeria "deeply insensitive". He said that "from the point of view of 
community relations in this country, let alone the Christian obligation to 
treat all justly, it is ... incompatible with our professed standards of 
justice’. Other church people reacting negatively included Ivan Weekes, 
Methodist secretary for community and race relations, and Keith Jenkins, on 
the staff of the race relations unit of the British Council of Churches. 
Weekes said he was "disgusted" by this "racist pressure". Jenkins called it 
“essentially discriminatory". Gilson said if visas were required, they should 
be for all Commonwealth visitors, "not just citizens ... whose faces happen to 
be black". The government says the visa requirement is to reduce the number 
of visitors refused entry into the UK at airports. In July, of 2502 people 
refused, about 60 percent were from the five countries. — EPS 


US Anglican bishops protest English bishop's planned visit EPS 86.10.53 
NEW YORK - The bishops of the [US-based Anglican] Episcopal Church unanimously 
protested (25 September) the intention of Graham Leonard, Anglican bishop of 
London, to visit an Anglican parish in the US state of Oklahoma. Earlier, 
Leonard promised that as "faithful Anglicans", they would receive ‘such 
spiritual and pastoral assistance as is within our power to give [EPS 
86.09.28]."" The US bishops called it "inappropriate" for Leonard to assume he 
has “authority to judge the competency of our canonical process, or to 
contradict this process". They urged the [Anglican] Church of England to 
"challenge, correct, and discipline" Leonard if he "attempts by his physical 
presence or his episcopal office to enable a deposed ‘priest of our church, or 
a removed vestry, to cicumvent the canons [church rules]". They called 
Leonard's proposed visit (to preside at a service of confirmation) 
"deplorable, destructive, and irresponsible". English Anglican bishops were 
to meet 21 October. Leonard said (28 September) he believed “it must be made 
clear" that if parts of Anglicanism act “without regard to the traditional 
doctrinal basis of Angicanism, those who wish to stand by that tradition and 
the scriptural and revealed nature of that faith will feel bound in conscience 
to make their position clear and act accordingly". One issue which 
distinguishes Leonard and the Oklahoma parish from the bulk of US Anglicanism 
is the priesting of women. The Episcopal Church approved it in 1976, but the 
bishop, priest, and parish are strongly opposed. — EPS 


Boesak chosen to head his denomination EPS 86.10.54 
BELLVILLE (South Africa) — Allan Boesak, president of the World Alliance of 
Reformed Churches, was elected (24 September) moderator of his denomination, 
the Dutch Reformed Mission Church (NGSK), a body set up for South Africans 
officially classified as mixed race (coloured). Boesak had been NGSK assessor 
(vice moderator). At the NGSK's every-four-year, two-week synod meeting, 
Boesak was chosen over the current moderator, Sakkie Mentor, who is now NGSK 
assessor. The results this time reverse those at the previous synod, and 
suggest this synod is firmer in resolve to oppose the government's apartheid 
policy, and its own "mother church", the all-white Dutch Reformed Church 
(NGK), the denomination of many government leaders. In other news involving 
Boesak, the court case against him because of alleged subversive activities 
has been postponed to 28 November; the state said if charges were not ready by 
then, the case against him would be withdrawn. - EPS 


Uniting and Eastern Orthodox reps meet in Australia EPS 86.10.55 
SYDNEY - "Authority in the church" was the theme of the fifth annual dialogue 


last month between representatives of the Greek [Eastern] Orthodox Archdiocese 
and the Uniting Church in Australia. Ten participants considered how the 
Bible, the teaching of the church's early leaders, church councils, liturgy, 
and bishops help shape the church's faith and obedience. —- EPS 


Tribal Filipino Sunday set EPS 86.10.56 


MANILA - Congregations in the Philippines were asked to observe 12 October as 
Tribal Filipino Sunday by the [Roman Catholic] Episcopal Commission on Tribal 
Filipinos and the Executive Committee of the 10-denomination National Council 
of Churches in the Philippines. People's Action for Cultural Ties, part of 
the NCCP, distributed material about the "tribal Filipinos", an estimated 3.5 
million people in 40 ethno-linguistic groups who are descended from the 
inhabitants of the islands at the time the Spanish colonizers arrived. The 
PACT material says tribal Filipinos experienced their "worst afflictions", 
during the two decades of rule by President Ferdinand Marcos, ousted last 
February. It lists five forms of "oppression" against the tribals, including 
“Christian chauvinism" - "a mentality fostered by the ruling system which 
views Christianity as the better and the correct religion. It is a mentality 
that the majority are superior beings, and should dominate the minority who 
hboidsdifferent) beliefs.":-./EPS 


Material for the following three items came from South African journalist 
Hennie Serfontein. 


White Dutch Reformed regional leader proposes talks with Tutu EPS 86.10.57 
CAPE TOWN - Dirk Hattingh, actuary (secretary) of the Western Cape regional 


synod of the all-white Dutch Reformed Church (NGK) has proposed talks with 
Desmond Tutu, the new Anglican archbishop of southern Africa, based here. 
Hattingh said there were "no conditions and no agenda" for the meeting, which 
the synod moderature (executive committee) would like to have as soon as 
possible. Tutu has said he has no objection in principle to such a meeting. 
The NGK has hardly any ecumenical connections, and its Broad Moderature 
(national executive committee) has snubbed previous invitations from Tutu to 
hold private talks or to attend conferences as observers. 


Warning on split in white SA Reformed synod EPS 86.10.58 
CAPE TOWN - In advance of the every-four-year meeting of the synod of the 


white Dutch Reformed Church (NGK) (here, this month), an editorial in the 
official NGK periodical warned against a possible split. And, the 14-member 
NGK Broad Moderature (executive committee) called for special prayers on 
Sunday, 28 September. It said the synod could "be the most important yet ... 
in the history of the church". Main item on the synod agenda is a draft 
report on church and society, to replace a 12-year-old document on "human 
relations in the Scriptures", which has been used to support the government's 
apartheid (race separation) policies, and separate NGK bodies for different 
racial groups. The NGK accounts for about 40 percent of the country's whites 
in its membership, including many prominent government officials. It also 
includes opponents of any weakening of apartheid policies, such as Andries 
Truernich, leader of the Conservative Party. He left the ruling National 
Party because it has allowed some apartheid reforms. (There are two other 
all-white Reformed denominations (GK and NHK), both of which are quite small.) 
=YEPS 


Ecumenical eucharists of reconciliation proposed in SA EPS 86.10.59 
PRETORIA - Robin Briggs, the new Anglican dean here, has proposed regular, 
ecumenical “communion services of  reconciliation'' among  centre-city 


congregations here, and offered the Anglican cathedral as a place for them. 
However, the leadership here of the white Dutch Reformed Church (NGK), whose 
members include many leaders of the country's white-minority-—dominated 
government, have reportedly been dragging their feet on the proposal. At his 
induction, Briggs asked what the church was prepared to do to convince people 
that unity, forgiveness, and reconciliation are possible as God converted the 
country from apartheid (race separation). - EPS 


New Caledonian synod reaffirms support for independence EPS 86.10.60 
NOUMEA (New Caledonia) - The synod of the Evangelical [Reformed] Church in New 
Caledonia and the Loyalty Islands has reaffirmed support for independence for 
the French Pacific territory. In a letter last month to French President 
Francois Mitterand, the synod denounced "the plan of the French government to 
stifle the voice and the deep aspirations of the Kanak people" in favour of 
independence. The Kanaks are descended from the islands' original 
inhabitants, and are now a large ethnic minority in the territory. — EPS 


Fire kills several at Zagorsk monastery EPS 86.10.61 
MOSCOW - The Soviet news agency Tass reported (29 September) "some loss of 


life" because of a fire in a seminary building at the 14th-century Zagorsk 
monastery, a major centre of Russian Orthodoxy about 75 kilometres northeast 
of here. There was said to be no damage to the monastery's six onion-domed 
church buildings. - EPS 


Chinese official assures on HK religious freedom EPS 86.10.62 
HONG KONG - The Hong Kong Christian Council reported last month on a visit to 
the UK colony by Ren Wuzhi, director of the religious affairs bureau of 
China. (Hong Kong is to become a "special administrative region" of China in 
mid-1997.) Ren said “non-subordination, non-interference, and mutual respect" 
will mark the relationship between religious organizations in Hong Kong and 
the rest of China after the change, which is to reflect a concept of "one 
country, two systems". He said his bureau's jurisdiction would not be 
extended to Hong Kong after 1997. He said the non-interference principle would 
preclude an exchange of seminary staff involving Hong Kong and other parts of 
China. Also, he suggested that definitions of religious freedom in Hong Kong 
and the rest of China might evolve to the point of having little difference, - 
EPS 


Anglican priest heads HK opposition to China nuclear plant EPS 86.10.63 
HONG KONG - Fung Chi-wood, an Anglican priest, is convener of the Joint 


Coalition for the Shelving of the Daya Bay Nuclear Power Plant, a group here 
opposing construction of the facility about 50 kilometres from the city 
centre, in neighbouring China. (Hong Kong, a UK colony of about 5.5 million 
people, is to become a special administrative region of China in 1997.) By the 
end of July, the coalition had over a million signatures of opponents. - EPS 


Nicaraguan president, cardinal meet EPS 86.10.64 
MANAGUA - Daniel Ortega Saavedra, president of Nicaragua, and Miguel Cardinal 
Obando y Bravo, Roman Catholic archbishop here, met for three hours (27 
September) in an effort to ease church-state tension. They agreed that a 
commission on church-state dialogue, which had not met in a year, should 
resume meetings. Obando y Bravo was accompanied by other bishops, including 
Paolo Giglio, the new Vatican nuncio (ambassador) here. Relations between the 
government and the Roman Catholic leadership have been increasingly strained 
in recent months. The government objects to statements it considers supportive 
of US-backed military opponents of the government. The church leaders want 
the government to allow an exiled Roman Catholic bishop and priest to return, 
and to permit the church radio station to resume broadcasting. It was closed 
last 2 January after refusing to broadcast Ortega's New Year address. - EPS 


Swiss Protestant federation critical of RC bishops on hospitality EPS 86.10.65 
BERNE - The council of the Federation of Protestant Bape Methodist ] 
Churches of Switzerland expressed (22 September) surprise that the country's 
Roman Catholic bishops issued a statement against “eucharistic hospitality" 
[EPS 86.10.13] without discussing the matter with the council ahead of time. 
It added that the de facto practice of eucharistic hospitality among Swiss 
Christians of different traditions was "for us a source of hope", and an 
important ecumenical witness "in a country where many people have turned away 
from the churches, and do not seek salvation in Christ". - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Recommendations: Rural and Peri-Urban Leaders" EPS 86.10.66 


This item is excerpted from an African regional workshop on “rural and 
peri-urban [city slum area] leaders" organised in Gweru (Zimbabwe), 30 
August-13 September by the Sub-Unit on Women of the World Council of Churches 
and the Women's Desk of the Lutheran World Federation. Theme of the meeting 
was “women working towards a just society". 


~~. We recommend that: 


1. Participants at this workshop use all resources obtainable in their 
respective national situations to promote awareness among the women as_ to 
their individual potential, and the importance of their contributions towards 
their enhancement and that of the societies in which they live. 


2. Participants continue to conscientize the church and society as to the 
right of women to be more involved in decision-making and the necessity, 
importance, and urgency of the same. ... 


3. Leaders should ensure that all projects are initiated by the beneficiaries 
who should have identified the projects based on their needs and that such 
projects would actually enhance their lives. 


4. Requests for outside funding be minimized as much as possible as such aid 
increases dependency and defeats the purpose of self-reliance. 


5. Women should be enabled to create alternative structures which would 
empower them to have full control and use of funds allocated by outside 
agencies. 


6. Women leaders should create avenues such as workshops and seminars through 
which more women would be trained to acquire the relevant skills to enhance 
their lives. 


7. Women leaders should guard against dominating and oppressing their sisters. 


8. The church and women's organizations in the church should change their 
negative attitude towards the unwed and single mothers by showing tolerance 
and understanding of their situation and helping them towards integration in 
society. 


9. Women leaders should be aware of the special needs of women with small 
children, and create support structures and facilities such as day care 
centres, to ensure their full participation in church life and developmental 
activities. 


10. The recognition of quality pre-school care and education and the means of 
providing facilities for the above should be a fundamental priority in 
development programmes. . 


11. We as Christian women of Africa repeat our commitment to eliminating the 
gap between the rich and the poor and wiping away poverty from the face of 
this continent. 


12. Priesthood/ordained ministry is a vocation, and where a woman has equal 
qualification as a man in this discipline, she should share fully in all 
aspects of the said calling. We therefore call on church leaders, including 
women, to redress this situation where it exists. ... - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Sundar Clarke: "Four Decades of the Church of South India" EPS 86.10.67 


This item is excerpted from the September issue of "Meadows", monthly of the 
Madras diocese of the [United] Church of South India. Clarke is the diocesan 
bishop. Next 27 September is the 40th anniversary of the inauguration of the 
CSI, which brought together Reformed (Presbyterian, Congregational), 
Methodist, and Anglican denominations. 


... We have grown in togetherness and we can honestly say that we are a united 
family. This of course, does not rule out misgivings, misunderstandings and 
misdoings. The general picture is a picture of progress in advancement. 


We have progressed much in evangelism. Every diocese in the Church of South 
India (21) has listed its priorities and has listed evangelism as priority 
No.1. This priority is not just numerical significance but has resulted in 
church growth. Again church growth not just in terms of population explosion 
but church growth in terms of conversions - U turns and non-Christians coming 
to the Christian faith. Various plans and methods have been adopted for 
welcoming members of other faiths into our fold and in many places the people 
themselves who have found the Lord have contributed much to the Christian 
faith and witness. 


Another area in which there has been growing interest is social concerns. 
Missionary outreach has not been limited to the kerygma [the gospel message], 
but to reaching out with Jesus Christ and His message to situations and to 
people. The mission of the CSI is increasingly getting to be taking Jesus into 
areas of human need. There are several areas in which we have progressed and 
perhaps Christian giving, though not ideal, is another area in which there has 
been progress. However, the Church of South India needs to give more time and 
direction to Christian stewardship. 


The move towards larger union is another feather added on to the cap of the 
Church of South India. There is a slow and steady movement towards larger 
union. The Holy Spirit who has led us thus far into union will also lead us 
henceforth into wider union. 


The greatest problem ... I see ... is the corroding bane of power, politics, 
and canvassing eroding the spirituality of the church. Quite often the power 
for position has taken the place of emulating the powerlessness of the Cross 
of Jesus Christ. The aspiration for robing with the mitre and the cope have 
replaced the Christ-like model of taking the basin and washing the feet. 
Instead of laying aside our garments we tend to put on pomp, show, and 
prestige rather than follow the example of Christ who stripped himself, and 


chose to be a servant. We canvass, politik, and worm our way into positions 
of responsibility. ... 


We also have the great danger of over-centralization which is sapping local 
initiative and depriving autonomous growth. People want power centered around 
themselves .... Every church leader has to reflect ... and see if this is 
true in his or her ministry. If ... applicable, one has to correct himself or 
herself. If ... not ... we should constantly bear this danger in mind. ... 


Another problem to be overcome in the Church of South India is the unchristian 
and uncharitable attitude of going to the civil courts. Again, this is 


becoming more and more a prestige issue, and not an issue of Christian 
servanthood,. ... 


In our continuing pilgrimage, we march on towards the promised land, where 
there will be no more denominationalism, no more division, no more power 
struggles. eee = EPS 


ECUVIEW/Alan P. F. Sell: "Reformed Response to BEM" EPS 86.10.68 


Sell is theological secretary of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 
This is the seventh in his series, "From the Theological Desk". BEM is an 
international, ecumenical text on baptism, eucharist, and ministry released by 
the World Council of Churches in 1982. 


... The responses [to BEM] of 30 Reformed churches and unions (out of a total 
of 159 Alliance members) are now to hand. From these it is clear that there 
was a widespread welcome for BEM, and much appreciation of the lengthy process 
of study lying behind it; of its significance as a catalyst in ecumenical 
discussion; and of its usefulness as a teaching aid ('difficult' language 
notwithstanding) and as a stimulus to ecclesiastical self-criticism and action. 


Naturally, most of the responses dwelt upon points of difficulty, and I must 
mention some of these. 


The over-all conclusion to be drawn from the Reformed responses is that while 
most respondents recognize a measure of convergence in relation to baptism and 
eucharist (which a number prefer to call the Lord's Supper), the chapter on 
ministry is regarded as seriously inadequate - 'less mature’ one respondent 
called it. 


The complex of reasons for this conclusion includes the relative lack of 
biblical references in the ministry chapter; the way in which the ministry of 
the whole people of God (with which the chapter properly opens) becomes 
submerged under tradition when the question of the ordained ministry is 
discussed; and the inequality of the challenge presented to the churches in 
that whereas churches which have preserved the episcopal succession are 
invited only to ‘recognize both the apostolic content of the ordained ministry 
which exists in churches which have not maintained such succession’ other 
churches are asked to consider the possibility of structural change: 'they 
may need to recover the sign of the episcopal succession’. (At which point 
one respondent cheekily asked, "Of what is an heretical bishop a sign?") 


Eighteen respondents made comments which amount to the charge that BEM is too 
sacramentalist. 


Particular exception was taken to the way in which the "sacraments" are said 
to "do" things - for example, "The baptism which makes Christians partakers of 
the mystery of Christ's death implies confession of sin ..." 


The point is that it is by the grace of God that we are made partakers in 
Christ, and of this the sacraments are a sign and a seal. 


Baptism: 


Some alliance members already have a church order within which both infant 
baptism and believers' baptism are available as mutually exclusive 
alternatives, and BEM has challenged others to reflect on this possibility. 
BEM's view that baptism is not repeatable was welcomed, though some underlined 
the pastoral dimension of requests for "second" baptism. 


A number of respondents felt that the chapter on baptism was seriously 
deficient: 

- (a) in not making more of the covenant of grace; 

- (b) in not recognising that baptism is not only a sign but a "seal"; 

- (c) in not understanding that the Christian's new life begins not from 
baptism but from the cross-resurrection event. over 


reformed/2 


Among areas suggested for further study was the relation of baptism to 
Christian nurture, conversion and the obligations of church membership. 


Eucharist: 


There was general approval of the careful specification of the elements of the 
eucharistic liturgy, and a predictable welcome for the sentence containing the 
affirmation that the saving 'events are unique and can neither be repeated nor 
prolonged' (E 8). 


Some said that BEM had challenged them to review the place of the Lord's 
Supper in their liturgies, and the frequency of its occurrence. A number of 
respondents felt that the place of the Word had been minimised, and pointed 
out that whereas the sacraments depend upon the Word the reverse is not the 
case. 


The question of the real presence of Christ at the Supper was deemed to 
warrant closer investigation. 


Ministry: 


The pleasure expressed at the emphasis early in this chapter on the ministry 
of the whole people of God gave way to distress at the notion of a 
church-constitutive “ordained ministry": God alone constitutes his Church in 
Christ by the Spirit, and Christ alone, not the ministers, is the focus of the 
unity of the church. 


The point was clearly made that a three-fold ministry of bishops, priests and 
deacons is not the only viable pattern for ministry, and that it is not 
essential to the life of the church. 


Fidelity to the gospel is the sign of apostolicity, not the possession of 
particular forms of ministry. 


Concern was expressed that the ministry of synods and of elders/deacons had 
been insufficiently treated. 


North American respondents in particular felt that a much clearer lead should 
have been given on the matter of the ordination of women. 


Conclusion: 


The respondents had plenty of advice for the WCC as it moves into the 
aftermath of BEM. 


But if I were asked what I consider is the single most important question for 
the Reformed family to contemplate I should reply: Have we from within our 
tradition any help to offer on the question of the freedom of the gospel in 
relation to the structures of the church? 


2 believe that the continuing divisions within the church, and the Reformed 
anxieties concerning BEM, have more than a little to do with the way in which 
churches answer, or bypass, that question. 


Finally; a dry but refreshing bon mot from the Church of Scotland's response: 
We do not need consensus about everything." — EPS 
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SHOPTALK (53/30) 


A World Consultation on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service is 
planned by the World Council of Churches in Cyprus, 19-26 November. About 300 


people are expected. It is open to journalists, who can contact WCC/Monique 
McClellan, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20, for more information. 


A list of new and forthcoming publications is available from WCC 
Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). It includes: 

- “Living in the Image of Christ: the Laity in Ministry", edited by 
Hans-Ruedi Weber (4.95 US dollars, 8.90 Swiss francs, or 3.50 UK pounds). 

- "A History of the Ecumenical Movement, Volume I, 1517-1948", edited by Ruth 
Rouse and Stepen Charles Neill (29.50 US dollars, 52.50 Swiss francs, or 19.50 
UK pounds). "A History of the Ecumenical Movement, Volume II, 1948-1968", 
edited by Harold E. Fey (19.50 US dollars, 34.50 Swiss francs, or 12.90 UK 
pounds). ' The two volumes together cost 39.50 US dollars, 67.50 Swiss francs, 
or 25.50 UK pounds. 

- "vital Ecumenical Concerns: 16 Documentary Surveys", edited by Ans van der 
Bent (15.90 US dollars, 27.50 Swiss francs, or 9.90 UK pounds). 

- "Whither Ecumenism? A Dialogue in the Transit Lounge of the Ecumenical 
Movement", edited by Thomas Wieser (7.95 US dollars, 13.50 Swiss francs, or 
4.95 UK pounds). 

- "Towards a Pedagogy of Questioning", edited by Paulo Freire and Antonio 
Faundez (8.95 US dollars, 16.50 Swiss francs, or 5.90 UK pounds). 

- "My Neighbour's Faith - and Mine; Theological Discovereis Through 
Interfaith Dialogue", a study guide edited by the WCC Sub-Unit on Dialogue 
3.25 US dollars, 5.90 Swiss francs, or 2.25 UK pounds). 

- "Ministerial Formation in a Multifaith Milieu: Implications of Interfaith 
Dialogue for Theological Education", edited by Sam Amirtham and S. Wesley 
Ariarajah (5.95 US dollars, 10 Swiss francs, or 3.75 UK pounds). 

- "Churches respond to BEM: Official Responses to the ‘Baptism, Eucharist and 
Ministry' Text, Volume 2", edited by Max Thurian (16.50 US dollars, 29.50 
Swiss francs, 10.90 UK pounds). 

- "Theology and Ideology: An Exploration into the Communicative Theology of 
M.M. Thomas", edited by T.M. Philip (9.50 US dollars, 17.90 Swiss francs, or 
6.25 UK pounds). 

- "Church, Kingdom, World: The Church as Mystery and Prophetic Sign", edited 
by Gennadios Limouris (11.50 US dollars, 19.90 Swiss francs, or 7.50 UK 
pounds). 

- "God is Rice: Asian Culture and Christian Faith" (number 30 in the Risk 


book series), edited by Masao Takenaka (4.95 US dollars, 8.90 Swiss francs, or 
3.25 UK pounds). 


Minutes of the last meeting (July 1986) of the working group of the WCC 
Sub-Unit on Dialogue with People of Living Faiths is available from 
WCC/Dialogue, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Situation reports on medical assistance reaching southern Mexico (no.2, 29 
September), and on effects of Typhoon Peggy in southern China (no. 1, l 
October) are available from the WCC inter-church aid commission (WCC/CICARWS, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). Also available is an announcement of an increase, 


from 150,000 to 200,000 US dollars, in an ecumenical appeal in the wake of 
floods in India (30 September). 


EPS 86.08.63 will be superseded by a more detailed item. In EPS 86.10.16, 
make it dusk-to-dawn curfew. If you ask to be on the list, EPS headlines 
will be telexed to you. We pay for that. You can then ask for full texts 
of items you want. You pay for that. Usual EPS deadlines are Tuesdays at 


0800 GMT. EPS printing: this issue, 8 October; next issue, 15 October. EPS 
appears about 40 times a year. 


CHURCH REPS CONSIDER Ecumenical Press 
MILITARISM, ARMS RACE Service 86.10.69 


GENEVA - About 50 church representatives, including the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs (part of the World Council of Churches), met 
here (6-8 October) to consider militarism and the arms race. Their 
consultation marked the CCIA's 40th anniversary (EPS 86.10.70). 


In a session on "ethical and theological consideration on the arms race and 
disarmament", Jaroslav Ondra, professor at the Comenius theological faculty in 
Prague, and a CCIA member, said nuclear weapons put in question past 
theological approaches to political conflict, including the doctrine that war 
may be justified in some situations. Nuclear issues, he said, cannot be 
avoided by contemporary Christians; those who justify the arms race, or 
consider it rational, are "traitors to Jesus Christ". He agreed that efforts, 
for example, on behalf of a ban on nuclear tests, in favour of disarmament, or 
against the arms race, are political, but, he said, “political work for peace 
on earth ... is legitimate theologically speaking". 


Another CCIA member, Belle McMaster, director of corporate and social mission 
for the Presbyterian Church (USA), outlined three US church responses to 
nuclear-weapons issues: the 1983 letter by the US Roman Catholic bishops, the 
1986 letter by the United Methodist bishops, and a PCUSA study of whether 
there should be "resistance" - including civil disobedience and non-violent 
direct action - because of the country's nuclear policies. In effect, she 
said, all three reject nuclear deterrence as immoral. But, she observed, many 
US Christians disagree. Theological and ethical perspectives of the two sides 
are so fundamentally different, she said, that “even dialogue is impossible". 


Discussing "new trends and developments in the arms race", Inga Thorsson, 
chairperson of the UN Expert Group on the Relationship between Disarmament and 
Development, said most of today's arms-control and disarmament issues have 
been discussed since the late 1940s. But today, she said, the difference is 
"resources devoted to military research and development, and the geniuses put 
to work for the most destructive purposes". She said the US was in a "class 
of its own" having introduced nine of the 12 "new, and more deadly weapons 
systems" since the early 1950s. Referring to a US proposal for a space-based 
defence system against missiles, she said, "President Reagan has never met a 
high technology mega-project that he did not like". She called for "a 
complete re-definition of the outdated and myopic definition of national 
security, which has plagued the peoples of this world". 


In a presentation on militarism, particularly in Latin America, Julio 
Barreiro, director of the Institute of Political Sciences at the University of 
Montevideo (Uruguay), noted the US role in a region it has considered its 
sphere of influence. He said efforts to reverse militarization in the region 
require independent economic development, "real social justice", and political 
structures free of military domination. "We do know", he said, that "God does 
not want militarism, ... poverty, ... injustice, ... dictatorship." 


Responding to Barreiro, Marek Thee, a research fellow at the International 
Peace Research Institute in Oslo (Norway), observed that globally, the 
situation in the third world depends on policies of the great powers, whose 
releations with each other have been militarized, and whose value systems and 
socio-political structures are also affected by the phenomenon. 


Other sessions dealt with ethical and theological considerations’ on 
militarism. There were also presentations by high-ranking, superpower arms- 
reduction negotiators, Henry Cooper (US) and Aleksei Obukov (USSR). J.S. 
Teja, Indian ambassador to the UN here, also spoke. — EPS 


COMMISSION OF THE CHURCHES ON Ecumenical Press 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS TURNS 40 Service 86.10.70 


A brief history of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, 
“Christian Response in a World of Crisis", by Ans van der Bent, is available 
from WCC Publications, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. It costs 4.95 US dollars, 
3.25 UK pounds, or 8.90 Swiss francs. 


GENEVA - The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA), part 
of the World Council of Churches (WCC), marked its 40th anniversary with a 
consultation on “militarism and the arms race in the context of struggles for 
justice’ at WCC headquarters (here, 6-8 October; EPS 86.10.69). 


In a sermon during the service of thanksgiving which opened the consultation, 
Lois Wilson, one of the seven WCC presidents, and director of the Ecumenical 
Forum (Toronto), referred to divisions in the world, such as those between 
rich and poor, or related to race, sex, or class, which Christians are to 
overcome. She contrasted those who see God at work in the world's "turbulence 
and turmoil", with those who see God as defender of the status quo. 


Wilson warned against “easy acceptance" or "false tolerance" of structures, 
situations, and attitudes contrary to God's will. She recalled midwives in 
the Bible who "faithfully subverted the demonic plans" of the ruler by not 
killing newborn boys as he ordered. She offered thanks for those on the 
"cutting edge" who know that “faithfulness is resistance to dehumanization". 


The commission was proposed by a conference of about 60 church leaders from 16 
countries in Cambridge (England), 4-7 August 1946. Chaired by John Foster 
Dulles, who later became US secretary of state (minister for foreign affairs), 
CCIA was a joint agency of the WCC and the International Missionary Council 
(which merged into the WCC in 1961). CCIA's principal aim is to "witness to 
the lordship of Christ over human being and history by serving people in the 
field of international relations, and promoting reconciliation and oneness of 
human beings by creation; to God's gracious and redemptive action in history; 
and to the assurance of the coming kingdom of God in Jesus Christ". To do 
that, it takes up “immediate and concrete issues", and also formulates 
"seneral Christian aims and purposes" in international affairs. 


CCIA*”” start includes a director, executive secretary, consultant, 
administrative assistant, and two secretaries in Geneva. Another executive 
secretary has an office near UN headquarters in New York. The commission's 30 
members are approved by the WCC Central Committee. It generally meets once a 
year. It is authorized to work directly in its own name, and in the name of 
the entire WCC, with the UN and other international bodies. 


One can put CCIA work, now and over the years, in five categories - national 
independence, peace and disarmament, human rights and religious liberty, 
conflict situations, and ecumenical action. A document approved by the WCC 
Central Committee in 1985, "The Role of the World Council of Churches in 
International Affairs" [EPS 85.08.34]. outlines eight forms of WCC action in 
international affairs - "monitoring, analysis, interpretation", "delegations 
-+. sent to churches in critical situations", “pastoral visits to churches in 
difficult situations", "teams ... to study and report on particular 
BEEUSETOUS 5 "confidential representations ... to some governments", 
representations ... to inter-governmental bodies", “support for action 
groups", and “efforts for peaceful resolution of conflicts". 


Another section of the booklet outlines “the special role of public 


J) A oe hat and also the case for silence on certain issues at certain times. 
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CHURCH ANTI-RACISM GRANTS: Ecumenical Press 
51 GROUPS GET. US$ 400,000 Service 86.10.71 


GENEVA - This year's grants from the Special Fund to Combat Racism of the 
World Council of Churches total 400,000 US dollars, and are divided among 51 
groups in more than a dozen countries [EPS 86.10.98]. 


Two recipients, the African National Congress and South West Africa People's 
Organization, share 45 percent of the total. The ANC receives 80,000 to 
“assist the increasing number of South African refugees expelled from the 
Frontline States [which border South Africa] because of pressure applied by 
South Africa. 


SWAPO gets 110,000 for "legal aid in defence of Namibians being arrested, and 
for those already in jails and detention concentration camps", for "collection 
and dissemination of information through publicity to mobilize the oppressed 
masses of the Namibian people", and for "humanitarian relief aid and 
educational assistance for the dependants of those jailed and murdered by the 
regime". 


Two other groups active against apartheid in South Africa and South African 
rule in neighbouring Namibia share another 36,000. The Pan Africanist 
Congress of Azania gets 26,000 to "help in the establishment of a 
multi-purpose centre for self-reliance food production projects" for South 
African refugees, and to establish a PAC “women's wing", day-care centre, and 
to publish newsletters. 


The South African Congress of Trade Unions gets 10,000 to educate "South 
African workers and trade unionists who are now in the vanguard of the 
struggle for a free South Africa", and to hold "industrial relations and trade 


union classes" in Frontline States. 


All four organizations have received grants from the fund before. (Last year, 
they shared 225,000: SWAPO, 110,000; ANC, 77,000; PAC, 33,000; SACTU, 5000.) 
Of the remaining 46, 19 are first-time recipients. The 46 are located in 
Japan (2), Taiwan (1), Australia (4), FRG (4), Finland (1), France (5), UK 
(4), Canada (7), US (16), Ireland (1), Brazil (1), and New Zealand (1). 


Money for the fund comes from designated contributions by WCC members, local 
congregations, Christian councils, church agencies, anti-racism groups, and 
governments. The grants were endorsed by the commission of the WCC Program to 
Combat Racism at its meeting last August, and approved by the WCC Executive 
Committee at its meeting last month [EPS 86. 10.01]. 


Including this year's grants, 6,906,500 US dollars have been distributed 
through the fund since its first grants in 1970, an annual average of 
406,265. Grants in the previous three years were 446,000 (1983), 400,000 
(1985), and 396,000. They are roughly equal to contributions to the fund each 
year. 


Among criteria for grants [EPS 85.09.65] are that the "purpose of the 
organizations not be in conflict with the general purposes of the WCC", and 
that the money be sent for "humanitarian activities". Grants are made 
"without control of the manner in which they are spent". 


Some past grants, notably in 1978 to groups fighting the white-dominated 

government in pre-independence Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) prompted negative 

reaction in some parts of the church, particularly in Europe and North America. 
over 


per grants/2 


"Groups of the racially oppressed" receiving special-fund grants for the first 
time this year are: 


— Mountain Work Committee, Taiwan, 1000 US dollars for network building among 
Mountain People (aboriginal people in Taiwan) and Austronesian peoples in the 
Philippines and Polynesia, and for leadership efforts among Mountain People. 


- World Council of Indigenous People, Finland, 3000 for its office here. 


-~ Collective of Migrant Women, France, 3000, for legal education, management— 
formation workshops, and "meetings and discussions ... to combat racism". 


- Movement for the Defence of the Rights of Black Women, France, 3000, for 
audio-visual materials, publications, lectures, conferences, and discussions, 


~ Southall Monitoring Group, UK, 3000 for a round-the-clock telephone line for 
calls on racial harassment and persecution, and for printing and distributing 
information for victims of racial discrimination in Britain. 


- Gitksan-Wet 'suwet' en Tribal Council, Canada, 3000 to "help the council in 
its attempt to deal with the intense racial reaction surrounding them". 


~ Council of the Haida Nation, Canada, 3000 for a video tape with "historical 
information, stories, music, and visual images of their nation". 


- Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council, Canada, 2000 for public-education to "fully 
inform the public of the meaning of Indian land claims, and Indian Native 
culture, in an effort to address the inaccuracies and negative position 
presented through the official media". 


- Black Hills Steering Committee, US, 4000 for work in support of legislation 
which would return land to various Sioux Indian tribes. 


- Columbia River Defence Project, US, 2500 to help organize 400-600 Indians 
living along a portion of the Columbia River in the northwest US "to enable 
the communities to increase effective input in decisions agfecting fishing, 
hunting, and gathering rights, land rights, protection of burial and 
ceremonial sites, housing and education. 


= Santo Domingo Tribe, US, 3000 to pursue legal cases and title actions in 
connection with the group's "struggle for their land rights". 


- ‘Training and Research Institute on Migration, US, 5000 for community 
building and leadership development among Filipinos, Haitians, Koreans, Puerto 
Ricans, Salvadorans, and other hispanic groups in the New York area. 


Support groups receiving first-time grants are the Amazonia Film Project 
(Brazil, 5000 for a film on native people in the Amazon River area), Focus on 
the North (Canada, 5000 for its resource centre on rights of Native people), 
and five US groups: Centre for Democratic Renewal (6000 to combat the Ku Klux 
Klan), Christic Institute South (5000 to public-education and organizing work). 


Also, Clergy and Laity Concerned (3000 for its "covenant program" "to organize 
local congregations against apartheid in South Africa and Namibia linked to 
the struggle against racial injustice in North America"), East Coast 
Farmworker Support Network (2500 for "disfranchized agricultural laborers" in 
the eastern US), and Southerners for Economic Justice (2500 to "advocate the 
interests of workers" in the southern part of the US). - EPS 


Chile human-rights effort gets Letelier Moffit award EPS 86.10.72 
SANTIAGO - The human-rights effort of the Roman Catholic archdiocese here - 


its Vicariate of Solidarity - has received one of this year's Letelier-Moffit 
human-rights awards. Established in 1977 by the Institute for Policy Studies 
in Washington, they honour Orlando Letelier and Ronni Karpen Moffitt, IPS 
colleagues "assassinated [in 1976 in Washington] on orders of the Chilean 
secret police’. - EPS 


Church people threatened with death in Brazil EPS 86.10.73 
SAO PAULO - A list of 34 bishops, priests, other church workers, and union 


representatives active in land-reform efforts is being circulated by 
ecumenical and human-rights groups here, because opponents of their activities 
are said to threaten them with death. - EPS 


Solidarity/peace ship sailing to Nicaragua EPS 86.10.74 


MANAGUA - A "boat of solidarity and peace" is to sail from Argentina at the 
end of this month, arriving in Nicaragua in mid-December, passing along the 
east and north coasts of South America. The effort is supported by about 70 
individuals and organizations - including the Methodist bishop of Argentina, 
Federico Pagura (also president of the Latin American Council of Churches). 
The boat's cargo includes medicines, clothes, machines, and tools, plus works 
of art to help establish a Latin American solidarity museum here. - EPS 


Ecumenical inquiry agency in Scotland EPS 86.10.75 


DUNBLANE (Scotland) - An ecumenical Christian enquiry agency has been set up 
here, in connection with the Scottish Churches Council. Those who write 
receive some literature, and a letter offering to put them in touch with 
Christians in their area, and more information about Christianity and 
different denominations. The effort is sponsored by Trinity Trust, a UK 
charity set up in 1982 to make a Christian contribution to the media. An 
earlier pilot effort was set up in Wales (in Welsh), and a similar effort in 
England is projected next year. - EPS 


Swiss church council on human rights in Guatemala EPS 86.10.76 
BERNE (Switzerland) - The council of the Federation of Protestant [Reformed, 


Methodist] Churches of Switzerland (FEPS) has written Guatemala President 
Vinicio Cerezo expressing its concern for the safety of Nineth Garcia, 
president of the human-rights group there concerned especially about the 
families of a thousand people who have disappeared in that country. The FEPS 
message asks Cerezo to promise protection for Garcia. - EPS 


Japanese RC bishops ask forgiveness for Japan EPS 786u10 eta 
TOKYO - The conference of Japanese Roman Catholic bishops has asked "God and 


all our brothers and sisters" for forgiveness because of the "tragedy which 
Japan brought upon millions of people" during World War II. - EPS 


China reportedly closes pro-Vatican seminary EPS 86.10.78 
HONG KONG - News reports here indicate that China has closed an underground 


seminary in a private house in Hebei which favoured ties with the Vatican for 
the country's Roman Catholics. In line with government policy, the Chinese 
Catholic Patriotic Association operates independently of the Vatican. A CCPA 
seminary also operates in Hebei. - EPS 


Augustine's anniversary marked EPS 86.10.79 
ROME - An international congress on the life and work of Augustine, a leading 


North African bishop and thinker of the late fourth and early fifth century, 
opened here (15 September). The congress was held to mark the 1600th 
anniversary of Augustine's conversion to Christianity. - EPS 


Life and Peace Institute works on five projects EPS 86.10.80 
UPPSALA (Sweden) - The Life and Peace Institute, formed in the wake of a 1983 
world church conference here, reported last month it was working on five study 
projects - statements on peace and authority of the church, role of religion 
in armed conflicts, peaceful resolution of armed conflicts, relationship 
between peace and development, and militarization of space. — EPS 


Philippine defence minister warns church on insurgency EPS 86.10.81 
MANILA - Juan Ponce Enrile, defence minister of the Philippines, says some 


church leaders overlook the magnitude of communist insurgency there.- EPS 


Potential US presidential candidate gives up_tv role EPS 86.10.82 
VIRGINIA BEACE (Virginia/US) - Pat Robertson, the US tv evangelist who 


announced last month he was seriously considering running for US president in 
1988, has given up his role as host of "The 700 Club", a Christian tv show. 
He will continue on it as a commentator, however. - EPS 


Anglican bishops caution on Luis Palau mission in New Zealand EPS 86.10.83 
AUCKLAND (New Zealand) - Four Anglican bishops with jurisdiction in this area 
say they are "disturbed" by many aspects of an evangelistic crusade planned 
for their area next March by Argentine-born, US evangelist Luis Palau. In a 
joint letter, the bishops - Bruce Gilberd, Whakahuihui Vercoe, Godfrey Wilson, 
and Edward Buckle - call Palau “undoubtedly an attractive personality and 
gifted communicator" who "makes some good points in his preaching". However, 
they also refer to his "stereotyping of ideologies, world faiths, and human 
frailty", "serious absence of the doctrine of creation", "distorting neglect 
of the power of Christ gospel to transform the principalities and powers of 
this world", and Palau missions in Latin American countries which “seem to 
ignore the wretched human conditions ... and the institutionalized injustice" 
there. They conclude that as "Christians, bishops, and Anglicans, we cannot 
give uncritical support" to the Palau project. They “have tried to write", 
they say, “both with respect for the truth as we see it, and with love for the 
whole flock in which we are called to be shepherds". - EPS 


United Methodists plan university in Africa EPS 86.10.84 
NASHVILLE  (Tennesee/US) - A  20-million-US-dollar plan for a United 
Methodist-sponsored university in Africa was to be considered by directors of 


the denomination's higher education board (here, 14-18 October). Start-up is 
projected for the early 1990s. - EPS 


Methodist mission dispute in Costa Rica EPS 86.10.85 
ATLANTA - Leaders of the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries visited 
Methodist representatives in Costa Rica to try to resolve a dispute which 
flared when the Methodist bishop there said the board did not support Costa 
Rican Methodists' emphasis on evangelism. Ira Gallaway, president of the 
unofficial Mission Society for United Methodists said [18 September] it hoped 
the meeting "will inaugurate a new beginning in mission where the pluralism of 
our denomination is truly recognized and respected". The board called the 
Costa Rica conversations “hopeful and positive". - EPS 


Methodists moving on deacons' ministry EPS 86.10.86 
CHICACO - Provisional recommendations developed at a meeting here (19-21 
September) would allow deacons in the US-based United Methodist Church to 
remain in that order of ministry, and be employed in congregations or 
elsewhere in such areas as education, evangelism, counselling, community 
development, urban ministry, and teaching. They would make their own 
employment arrangements, and be accountable to resident bishops where they 


aeyva? , Currently, the diaconate is a transitional step to full ministerial 
ordination in United Methodism. The proposals go to the denomination's 1988 
General Conference. — EPS 


WCC rep applauds US Senate support for SA sanctions EPS 86.10.87 


GENEVA - Ninan Koshy, international affairs director at the World Council of 
Churches, said the WCC is "happy" that the US Senate overrode US President 
Ronald Reagan's veto of a measure imposing various sanctions against South 
Africa. Koshy said the WCC "recognizes the important role played by the 
churches in the USA in mobilising public opinion on this issue", and he 
recalled that the WCC has for more than a decade been urging sanctions, and 
that “many of its member churches have been campaiging for it for several 
years". — EPS 


A thousand expected for FRG meeting on justice, peace EPS 86.10.88 
SIEGEN (FRG) - Upwards of a thousand people are expected for the Second 


Ecumenical Gathering for Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation, here 
next month (21-23 November). Sponsored by about 30 ecumenical and church- 
related peace and justice groups, the meeting has been endorsed by the council 
of the Evangelical [Lutheran, Reformed, United] Church in [West Berlin and 
West] Germany as a step toward a global gathering and covenant on such issues, 
under World Council of Churches auspices, at the end of the decade. During 
much of the conference, participants are to reflect on themes, biblical texts, 
and their own experiences. Organizers expect the meeting to produce a 
manifesto on the subject, and for participants to undertake a covenant or 
other form of personal commitment to action and reflection. - EPS 


SA Reformed synod votes strong anti-apartheid declaration EPS 86.10.89 
BELLEVILLE (South Africa) - By an overwhelming majority (429-71), the synod 


(governing body) of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church (NGSK) of South Africa 
last month approved the "Belhar Confession", under study in the denomination 
for several years. It vigorously rejects as “false doctrine" any theological 
justification for apartheid, the country's system of race separation with 
white supremacy. Acceptance of the confession makes links between the NGSK 
and its "mother church", the white Dutch Reformed Church (NGK), more 
difficult. The NGK includes many of the country's leaders. The NGSK was set 
up for South Africans officially classified as of mixed race [colored]. Also, 
the synod rejected proposals to decentralize the NGSK. Opponents said the 
rejected plans would have increased NGK influence. Earlier [EPS 86.10.54], 
the synod chose Allan Boesak as moderator (the NGSK's highest elective 
office). Boesak, a university chaplain, and noted apartheid opponent, is also 
president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. - EPS 


Magazine Says poor Indian girls enticed to European convents EPS 86.10.90 


NEW DELHI - The Indian magazine "Illustrated Weekly" reported in a cover story 
last month that a number of poor young girls from Kerala state (which has a 
large proportion of Christians) had been enticed to Italian convents with 
promises of training and employment in Europe. Once there, they are not 
allowed to leave, the magazine said, their correspondence is censored, and 
they are forced to do menial jobs Europeans refuse. The magazine says the 
"brisk market" in such women is because of the "ecclesiastical crisis in 
Europe", with Europeans preferring "the pursuit of materialism" to convent 
life.“ "EPS 


Pope visits Taizé; asks one-day global truce EPS 86.10.91 
LYON (France) — Pope John Paul visited the ecumenical community of Taizé (5 


October) during his four-day trip to eastern France. At Taizé, founded in the 
1940s by Roger Schutz, a Swiss Reformed pastor, the pope stressed the 
importance of ecumenism. The previous day, he called on warring parties, 
including terrorist groups, to observe a "universal cease-fire" 27 October to 
coincide with an interfaith day of prayer he has called for leaders of several 
world religions in Assisi (Italy). - EPS 


Runcie orders investigation of eucharist led by a woman EPS 86.10.92 
LONDON - Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, head of the [Anglican] Church 
of England, has ordered an investigation into a celebration of the eucharist 
(4 October) at which Joyce Bennett, ordained an Anglican priest in Hong Kong 
in 1971, presided. The celebration took place in a meeting room at Church 
House, the denomination's administrative headquarters here, in connection with 
the annual meeting of the Movement for the Ordination of Women (MOW). Runcie, 
on a lecture tour in the US, said he was “dismayed by this disregard for the 
clearly understood present regulations of the Church of England". Its legal 
adviser, Brian Hanson, said that under current rules "there can be no 
circumstances in which an overseas woman priest can be lawfully authorized 
under English canon law to exercise a priestly ministry in the Church of 
England, whether in a consecrated building or on private premises". MOW has 
been told that until further notice it cannot use Church House for meetings. 
Among those who received communion from Bennett was Peter Selby, Anglican 
bishop of Selby, and Alan Webster, dean of St Paul's cathedral, principal 
church in the Anglican diocese of London. Its bishop, Graham Leonard, is 
among the leading opponents of women's ordination. - EPS 


Methodists debate whether to be on SA broadcastin EPS 86.10.93 
CAPE TOWN (South Africa) - A regional synod of the Methodist Church in 
Southern Africa declined a resolution which called on Methodist ministers "not 
to participate" in programmes of the government-operated South African 
broadcasting system (SABC) because that would “legitimise the ideological bias 
of the SABC". Opponents of the resolution said the Methodists should not 
withdraw from a media channel which allows them to reach those, such as old 
people, who might not be able to attend church. Supporters said the SABC 
restricts what ministers are allowed to say, and uses Bible readings and 
prayers before news bulletins as “little propaganda before the big 
propaganda". The discussion ended when one delegate called on black ministers 
to withdraw from the debate, and to allow their white colleagues to take part 
in SABC programs if they chose to. - EPS 


Old Catholics to deepen relationship with Philippine Independents EPS 86.10.94 
UTRECHT - In the wake of a resolution of the 24th International Old Catholic 
Congress (EPS 86.08.30), the Union of Utrecht, which groups Old Catholics in 
the Netherlands, the two Germanys, Switzerland, Austria, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland, Canada, the US, Yugoslavia, Italy, France, and Scandinavia, is to 
"find ways to deepen and broaden ... intercommunion" with the Philippine 
Independent Church, in effect since 1965. PIC representatives participated in 
the congress, which declared “solidarity with the churches of the Philippines 
that are actively involved in the struggle for justice, freedom, and peace", 
and urged governments to “support the new Philippine government in its efforts 
towards ... economic recovery, true national reconciliation in the spirit of 
justice, and the upholding of human rights". It also urged that aid to the 
country not go to military projects, and it said it understood "the wish of 
the Philippines to guard against neo-colonial influences as a condition for 
independent economic, cultural, and political development". - EPS 


WCC message on Reagan-Gorbachev meeting EPS 86.10.95 
REYKJAVIK (Iceland) - In advance of the meeting here (11-12 October) between 
US President Ronald Reagan and General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, General Secretary Emilio Castro of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches sent a message to the National 
[Lutheran] Church of Iceland. In it, he expressed confidence that the meeting 
would be "an occasion for you to reaffirm your own commitment to peace and 
justice as you pray for the two leaders to take new and daring steps for 
peace. Castro also welcomed "the apparent lessening of tensions in the last 


few days. We join " "Ws : ' , ; 
" eee you he concluded in praying for God's idance in 
their deliberations". - EPS ; pict 3 


ECUVIEW/Marek Thee: "Technology, Arms Control, Development" EPS “86.10.96 


This item is excerpted from the conclusion of a paper prepared for a 
consultation on militarism and the arms race (EPS 86.10.69). Thee is senior 
research fellow at the International Peace Research Institute (Oslo) and 
editor of the quarterly "Bulletin of Peace Proposals". In the item, "R&D" 
refers to "research and development". 


.--. Certain steps aimed at constraining military technology and redeeming 
modern science and technology for the good of humanity can be envisaged. 


First, we can suffocate and freeze the workings of military R&D by imposing 
restraints on stages which are observable, controllable, and verifiable. 

This is especially the case with the testing periods, and may be applicable to 
both nuclear testing and the flight-testing of ballistic and intermediate- 


range missiles, Obviously, no power would want to invest in vast research 
programmes if it knew in advance that it could be stopped at the testing 
stage. At the moment, a comprehensive nuclear test ban would be a most 


significant step to curb the nuclear arms race. 


Second, also the production of missile materials for nuclear weapons can be 
subjected to strict control. 


Third, technical measures can be supplemented with economic-budgetary and 
socio-political steps to restrict funding for military R&D and to subject R&D 
in general - military and civilian - to national and international scrutiny so 
as to keep it within humanly creative limits. In particular, national and 
international technological assessment bodies can be established to serve as a 
kind of “watch and early warning" system against military excesses. ... If we 
have the political will informed by human rationality and a comprehension of 
the scientific-technological global interdependence, reinforced by an awakened 
public opinion, the barriers for change are not unsurmountable. 


Fourth, a vigorous campaign has to be launched to appeal to the large 
community of scientists and engineers employed in military R&D to reconsider 
their engagement on moral and ethical grounds. Scientists cannot divorce 
themselves from the use made of their discoveries nor from their social 
responsibility towards society. 


Many scientists and technologists who work for military R&D are known to 


experience a split-personality syndrome, torn between moral-ethical and 
material-ambitional considerations. Such underlying doubts have to be made 
more transparent and apperceptive. In the long run, we shall have to 


introduce into our educational system, courses on the nature, workings and use 
made of science and technology. 


Such science courses should aim to conscienticize the young generation, too 
easily seduced and captured by the lure of military R&D, as to the impact of 
science and technology, with an emphasis on the dichotomy between military and 
civilian R&D. We need to infuse in the young generation and in society at 
large a set of humanistic values, norms and ethics to govern science and 
technology. 


Finally, ... purely technical restrictions and control measures, as well as 


ethical and moral exhortations, may not be enough. It is indispensable that 
also the underlying socio-economic and structural issues be addressed as 
well. This calls for careful, planned conversion of military R&D for 
productive purposes .... Special attention has to be given to. the 


"bread-and-butter" problems of the scientific-technological community, as well 
as to its scientific-ambitional work-satisfaction in engaging R&D. ... - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "A Programme for Reflection on Church and Society" EPS 86.10.97 


This is excerpted from a report of the working committee of the Sub-Unit on 
Church and Society of the World Council of Churches. 


.-- A Theology of Nature: The churches lack a credible theology of nature 
which takes into account the discoveries and insights of biblical studies, 
science and dialogue with other religious traditions and ideologies. Such a 
theology would take into account the rich tradition of the Orthodox churches 
in their holistic approach towards the created order. It would also include 
the relation of God to the origin and evolution of life as seen by science. 
In addition, the study would attempt to analyse the different views of nature, 
especially the dominant view developed in the seventeenth century and 
reinforced by the Enlightenment. ... 


The Value of Life and a Life-centred Ethic: A theology of nature will have 
implications for ethical reflection on environmental issues and the value of 
life. In particular, a life-centred ethic would include the dimension of 
justice and peace as well as that of the integrity of creation. The aim of 
this section of the study would be to provide the churches with a suitable 
framework for evaluating the relationship of human beings to other living 
species with particular reference to the concepts of intrinsic/instrumental 
value. The study would also cover the issue of conservation of nature (both 
species and habitats) especially for urgent cases such as tropical rain 
forests and regions of desertification. ... 


A Study in Ecumenical Social Ethics: There is a need for theoretical work in 
ethics to help the churches develop positive responses to contemporary social 
issues such as the degradation of the environment or the introduction of new 
technologies. This task can start in a systematic analysis of the ethical 
assumptions underlying earlier statements of the WCC on social and 
environmental issues. This analysis should arrange its work on ethics in 
relation to theology and philosophy, e.g., theories of justice, the use of 
middle axioms, etc. ... 


Society, Technology and the Environment: ... Previous Church & Society work 
has attempted to analyse amongst other issues the impact of technology on 
society and the environment. It now seems appropriate to apply these analyses 
to concrete situations of church involvement in different regional contexts. 
The kinds of questions these case studies should address are: 

- what types of church action are possible in different contexts? 

- in which ways are various types of church action helpful in coping 
with the problems raised? 

- what difficulties are experienced by churches and in which ways are 
they overcome (internal and external conflicts; how implied ethical 
norms are decided, etc.)? 

- who are the actors and what are their roles within the churches, 
official bodies, informal church groups, church associations or 
institutions (e.g. industrial mission)? What do the case studies teach 
us about the ways in which churches perceive their role in society? 


what is implied for our way of doing theology and social/scientific 
analysis? 


[Possible case studies include deforestation in Central America, appropriate 
technology in East Africa, education on nuclear issues in the Pacific, church 
responses to unemployment in western Europe, church action with respect to 
technology transfer to third-world countries, acid rain and deforestation in 
the GDR (East Germany), income generation in the Philippines, environmental 


degradation in South Africa, fuel prices and their impact on migration 
patterns in the Gulf.] - EPS 
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ECUTEXT: 1986 WCC Anti-Racism Grants 


EPS 86.10.98 


This is a list of the 1986 grants from the Special Fund to Combat Racism of 
the World Council of Churches (EPS 86.10.71). Groups marked * have received 


grants in the past. Amounts are in US dollars. 
GROUPS OF THE RACIALLY OPPRESSED 


ApraRe Ie Cen 

*African National Congress (ANC) 

*Pan Africanist Congress (PAC) 

*South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) 
*South African Congress of Trade Unions (SACTU) 


AES Sack 


Japan 
*National Conference of Minority People in Japan 


Taiwan 
Mountain Work Committee 


AU iSoTeaRye Ac Ths LetA: 
*Kimberley Land Council 
*Western Desert Land Council 


Eo 0. R. 0; P_E 


Federal Republic of Germany 


*Interessengemeinschaft der mit Ausladndern verheirateten 
deutschen Frauen e.V. - Verband bi-nationaler Familien 
und Partnerschaften (IAF) 

*Zentralrat Deutscher Sinti und Ruma 


Finland 
World Council of Indigenous People (WCIP) 


France 

*Association des Travailleurs Haitiens immigrés en France 
*Turkish Workers' Association (ATT) 

Collective of Migrant Women 

Movement for the Defence of the Rights of Black Women 


United Kingdom 
*Migrants Action Group (MAG) 


Southall Monitoring Group (SMG) 
Np O Rk. TH AMERICA 


Canada 

Gitksan-Wet 'suwet' en Tribal Council 
Council of the Haida Nation 

*Kaska Dene Council 

*Lubicon Lake Band 

Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council 


over 


80,000 
26,000 
110,000 


10,000 


5,000 


1,000 


4,250 
4,250 


4,000 
4,000 


3,000 


3,500 
3,500 
3,000 
3,000 


5,000 
3,000 


3,000 
3,000 
4,000 
5,000 
2,000 


226,000 


6,000 


8,500 


32,000 
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United States 


*Asian Law Caucus 
Black Hill Steering Committee 
Columbia River Defence Project 


*Hou Hawaiians 


*Inuit Circumpolar Conference 

*National Conference of Black Lawyers 

Santo Domingo Tribe 

*Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
Training and Research Institute on Migration 


Australia 


Brazil 
Canada 
Fed.Rep.of 
Germany 
France 
Ireland 
Japan 


New 
Zealand 


U.K. 


USA 


SUPPORT GROUPS 


*Aboriginal and Islander Development Fund 
*Campaign Against Racial Exploitation (CARE) 


Amazonia Film Project 


*Black Theatre Canada 
Focus on the North 


*Information Centre on Southern Africa (ISSA) 


and Anti-Apartheid Movement (AAB) 
*French Anti-Apartheid Movement 
*Irish Anti-Apartheid Movement (IAAM) 


*Japan Anti-Apartheid Committee 


*HART Aotearoa 


*Namibia Communication Centre 
*Wales Anti-Apartheid Movement 


*American Committee on Africa 

Center for Democratic Renewal 
Christic Institute South 

Clergy and Laity Concerned 

East Coast Farmworker Support Network 
Southerners for Economic Justice 
*Washington Office on Africa 


Total : US 400,000 


4,000 
4,000 
2,500 
3,000 
2,500 
5,000 
3,000 
2,000 


5,000 


6,000 
2,500 


5,000 
2,500 
5,000 
6,000 
5,000 
3,000 


6,000 


4,000 


2,500 
3,000 


4,000 
6,000 
5,000 
3,000 
2,500 
2,500 
6,000 


79,500 


US, Dohiaxg 


48,000 


320,500 
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SHOPTALK (53/31) 


A World Consultation on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service is 
planned by the World Council of Churches in Cyprus, 19-26 November. About 300 
people are expected. It is open to journalists, who can contact WCC /Monique 
McClellan, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20, for more information. 


The World Alliance of Reformed Churches (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
released the ninth in its studies series: Reformed Theology and the Jewish 
People, edited by Alan P.F. Sell 


During his visit to Finland this month, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro 
was granted the Cross of the Knight Commander of the Order of the Holy Lamb 
of the Finnish Orthodox Church. 


Situation reports on medical assistance reaching southern Mexico (no.2, 29 
September), and on effects of Typhoon Peggy in southern China (no. 1, 1 
October) are available from the WCC inter-church aid commission (WCC/CICARWS, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). Also available is an announcement of an increase, 
from 150,000 to 200,000 US dollars, in an ecumenical appeal in the wake of 

floods in India (30 September). 


EPS 86.08.63 will be superseded by a more detailed item. In EPS 86.10.92, 
make Selby bishop of Kingston (not Selby). In EPS 86.10.71, make it 47 
(not 46) in paragraph 6. 


If you ask to be on the list, EPS headlines will be telexed to you. We 
pay for that. You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for 
that. Usual EPS deadlines are Tuesdays at 0800 GMT. EPS printing: this 
issue, 15 October; next issue, 22 October. EPS appears about 40 times a year. 


SUPERPOWER, THIRD-WORLD REPS Ecumenical Press 


DISCUSS NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT Service 86.10.99 
GENEVA - Two high-ranking disarmament negotiators - Aleksei Obukov of the 


Soviet Union and Henry Cooper of the US - set forth (separately) their own and 
their government's views on nuclear-disarmament issues during a _ three-day 
consultation on "militarism and the arms race" (here, 6-8 October, EPS 
86.10.69,70). 


The consultation marked the 40th anniversary of the Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs (part of the World Council of Churches). 


Following their presentations, J.S. Teja, Indian ambassador here to the UN, 
offered reflections from the perspective of the "Six Nation Initiative" on 
these issues by India, Greece, Tanzania, Argentina, Mexico, and Sweden. 


Obukov, first to speak, said the time has come for the superpowers to take 
fundamental political decisions - and to come clear on whether mutual 
agreements are possible. He also said the whole world has a stake in these 
matters: "When we talk about preserving peace there can be no indifferent side 
observers, any nation big or small, socialist or capitalist is important, 
every political party is needed to make radical changes for peace." 


He said the Soviet side strongly favours a ban on all new types of weapons, 
while at the same time agreeing on a nuclear-arms ban. But he said, "one 
thing is to agree on verifying what goes on in the labs, and the other is what 
happens when these weapons are ready for deployment. If they don't get used 
then there is no need for them to exist. The easiest way of verification and 
arms control is to prevent the appearance of new kinds of weapons. When they 


don't exist there is no need to control them." 


Obukov said his government "naturally follow the tendencies in public opinion 
very closely all over the world. This new way of thinking gave birth to the 
anti-nuclear protest." In conclusion, he observed, '"Not everything can be 
solved on one side, when you have negotiations between two." 


Cooper, a Methodist become Presbyterian, began with a brief account of his own 
religious journey, including his "profession of faith'"' four decades ago, and 
the conviction that the “sovereign God has been working in my life". He 
said that in his current position with the US side in the arms-reduction 
talks, God is teaching him patience, "an important requirement for negotiating 
with the Soviets". 


He described the “democracies of the West" as "basic ... outgrowths of the 
religious order", while "totalitarianism ... is an expression of the 
destructive side" of humanity. He spoke of the "brutalities of the Soviet 
system, and its infringement upon ... [fundamental] liberties". He said "we 
cannot rely on trust alone" in dealing with the Soviet Union. In answer to a 
question, he said he did not mean to speak ill of the Soviet people, but 


rather to criticize their government, which "is an evil". 


Cooper said he has “wrestled with" the question of the morality of the 
strategy of nuclear deterrence, and concluded that it is acceptable under the 
circumstances. Nonetheless, he described the US proposal for a space-based 
defense against nuclear missiles (the "strategic defense initiative", 
sometimes referred to as the "star wars" proposal) as a "better way" than the 
current arrangements, because its premise is "defending oneself", rather than 
"restraint" by one's opponent. 
over 


ccia/2 


Teja said "something [is] basically wrong" with the current international 
armaments system. He also highlighted the "very important role" of "public 
opinion on such issues, and the “moral authority" of the Six-Nation 
Initiative. 


He called for a “co-operative” rather than a "confrontational" approach to 
security questions. It is a matter, he said, "which can no longer be left to 
the nuclear-weapons powers". 


During an afternoon which focused on the CCIA anniversary, WCC General 
Secretary Emilio Castro called its history one of "agony and faithfulness". 
He added, "It's not our work; it's the work of God himself". 


Castro gave Nancy Nolde, a church communicator in Philadelphia, and widow of 
0. Frederick Nolde, CCIA director from 1946 to 1969, the first copy of a new, 
brief history of CCIA, "Christian Response in a World of Crisis", by Ans van 
der Bent, the WCC librarian. 


Main speaker at the anniversary session was Jovito Salonga, president of the 
Presidential Commission for Good Government, the group responsible in the 
Philippines for recovering money and other assets taken from the country by 
deposed President Ferdinand Marcos. Salonga is also a former commission 
member. 

Outlining what led to the peaceful "people's victory" which overthrew Marcos, 
and his own trials during the Marcos period, Salonga said many problems remain 
in the Philippines, not least efforts to maintain the "delicate balance" 
between those who emphasize "justice" and those who stress "order" in the wake 
of the change of government there. 


He said his own work involves undoing the "wholesale plunder of an entire 
nation", the years of "kleptocracy" by Marcos and his "cronies". 


Offering "theological and ethical reflections on militarism" during another 
consultation session, Burgess Carr, a Liberian Anglican priest who is a 
consultant on human and ethical issues in African development, and former 
general secretary of the All Africa Conference of Churches, said that "in the 
context of underdevelopment, militarism becomes a social-justice issue". 


He said military expenditures are such a large part of third-world budgets 
that "the poor and vulnerable in society are forced to carry a 
disproportionate burden of the human costs of economic austerity: higher food 
prices, lower and irregular wages, increased unemployment, landlessness, cuts 
in social spending for nutrition and literacy programs". 


Carr called “issues of hunger, racism, sexism, torture, militarism, the arms 
race, etc. ... faith issues". He noted also that "militarism is a dependence 
phenomenon in the third world" which "undermines self-reliance and 
participation ... corrupts social and cultural values, and destroys the spirit 
of hope". In contrast, he called for an "ethics of hope" which will “inspire 
a renewed dependence, the dependence of faith ... in God". 


In the same session, Gabriel Habib, general secretary of the Middle East 
Council of Churches, outlined the situation in Lebanon. In summing up, he 
asked whether Christians are able to “live today in our world of division, of 


injustice, and destruction" with the "creative power of the Trinity. Can we 
live again the power of the resurrection?" - EPS 


Vatican report warns on laity in US seminaries EPS 86.10.100 


WASHINGTON - A. 23-page Vatican report on Roman Catholic seminaries in the US 
(5 October) criticizes the rapidly growing presence of lay people in 
programmes traditionally designed for training future priests. The pope 
ordered the study in 1981. It describes the theological schools as "basically 
good", but outlines what it considers problems ranging from "confusion" about 
official church teachings, to the practice of giving lay people roles in 
spiritual leadership. The report, from the Vatican Congregation for Catholic 
Education, is based on visits to 38 seminaries by teams of US bishops and 
priests. Currently, an estimated 2500 of 6500 students enrolled in 53 Roman 
Catholic seminaries in the US are not planning to become priests. - EPS 


US Lutheran bishop urges pope on further ecumenical steps EPS 86.10.1011 
ROME - During a visit (2 October) with the pope, a group of regional US 


Lutheran bishops delivered a letter from Lutheran Church in America 
[Presiding] Bishop James Crumley urging study and action towards the "goal of 
[Lutherans and Roman Catholics] sharing the eucharist of our Lord". The pope 
told the visiting bishops "the process of seeking unity is both joyful and 
painful. But if Christ is always the focus of our ecumenical efforts, the 
pain is eased and the joy increased." The bishops, accompanied by a US 
Anglican and a US Roman Catholic bishop for all or part of their trip also 
visited leaders of the [Anglican] Church of England, [Eastern Orthodox] 
Ecumenical Patriarchate (in Istanbul), and the headquarters in Geneva of the 
Lutheran World Federation and World Council of Churches. - EPS 


US church buildings increase security EPS 86.10.102 
NEW YORK - Religious News Service reports (3 October) that church buildings 


around the US are increasingly taking "strong security measures to protect 
their people and property. Everything from sophisticated burglar alarms to 
armed guards can be found at city churches ..., and the new wave of crime, say 
pastors and church administrators, is forcing them to decide how to balance 
mission to the homeless and hungry with the safety of staff and worshippers." 
— EPS 


Indonesia bans church-related daily EPS 86.10.103 


JAKARTA - The Indonesian government revoked (9 October) the licence- to- 
operate of the country's largest evening newspaper, Sinar Harapan, an 

independent daily founded under church auspices 25 years ago. A spokesperson 

for the government information ministry said the paper's coverage of the 

country's economic problems "caused unrest among the public and therefore 

could disrupt national unity". The paper has been banned before - in 1973 and 

T978".°—" EPS 


South Africa bans foreign funding for anti-apartheid coalition EPS 86.10.104 
JOHANNESBURG - The South African authorities banned (9 October) foreign 


funding for the United Democratic Front, the country's biggest anti-apartheid 
movement. UDF is a coalition of hundreds of large and small groups, many of 
them with church connections. One of its leaders is Allan Boesak, president 
of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. UDF treasurer Azar Cachalia said 
it would apply to the country's Supreme Court to overturn the ban. More than 
half of UDF income is estimated to come from foreign sources. - EPS 


Reformed offer global perspective on stewardship EPS 86.10.105 
GRAND RAPIDS (Michigan/US) - The Interim Committee of the Reformed Ecumenical 
Synod, a world-wide grouping of Reformed denominations, has released 10 
guidelines on “Christian Stewardship in Global Perspective". Among them are 
that "sharing by the rich with the poor (both as individuals and as churches) 
is not simply a matter of mercy, but also of justice" and that "sharing should 
neither create nor perpetuate dependency, but should be designed to promote 
self-reliance and foster interdependence".- EPS 


Communion of Churches in Indonesia endorses Panca Sila EPS 86.10.106 
JAKARTA - The Communion [council] of Churches in Indonesia has announced full 
support of Panca Sila, the country's official national philosophy. Indonesian 
law requires all community organizations to state in their constitution that 
Panca Sila is their sole basis, although there has been a question as to 
whether the law applies to church groups. The communion noted government 
assurance it does not intend to "pancasilize" religion. The philosphy's five 
principles include belief in one supreme God, a just and civilized humanity, 
Indonesian unity, people's sovereignty guided by the wisdom of unanimity in 
deliberations, and social justice for all. Most Indonesians are Muslims. - EPS 


Anti-apartheid solidarity retreat in India EPS 86.10.107 
MADRAS (indian) - About 50 African and 20 Indian students attended a one-day, 
anti-apartheid, solidarity retreat here, under Lutheran and United (Church of 
South India) auspices. The Africans were from six countries - Kenya, Nigeria, 
Uganda, Somalia, Sudan, and Zimbabwe. In a statement, they called the South 
African “racial regime ... a sin against creation". - EPS 


Danish pastor runs ad opposing refugee collection EPS 86.10.108 
COPENHAGEN - S¢gren Krarup, a pastor in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 


Denmark (ELFD), has sponsored full-page ads in Danish newspapers urging people 
not to give to Danish Refugee Aid (DRA). He objects to refugees in Denmark, 
on grounds they threaten its ethnic and religious heritage. He suggests Danes 
support a special committee to help refugees in Afghanistan. The pastor's ads 
have prompted counter-ads by other pastors in support of the collection. The 
group Danish Refugee Friends has asked the government minister for church 
affairs to investigate Krarup's "spiteful and irresponsible attack" on DRA. 
Some Danes, among them the well-known actor Jesper Klein, have resigned their 
ELFG membership to protest that Krarup remains one of its pastors. — EPS 


Danish bishop, rabbi act as ‘peace guards' EPS 86.10.109 
COPENHAGEN - Ole Bertelsen, Lutheran bishop here, and Bent Melchior, chief 
rabbi, are among prominent Danes who as "peace guards" served as a buffer 
between young people occupying an apartment building here, and police called 
to evict them. The young people eventually left without police action. — EPS 


Danish Y's Men affirm ‘Christian basis' EPS 86.10.110 
COPENHAGEN - The Danish region of the Y's Men organization, which supports 
YMCA work, has voted that its work will continue to have a "Christian basis," 
though such groups in other countries affirm membership by those of “every 
faith" who uphold values reflected in the teaching of Jesus Christ. - EPS 


Inter-church ‘ethical council' proposed EPS 86.10.111 
KOLDING (Denmark) - The Council of Evangelical Free Churches, including many 
small denominations in Denmark, has proposed formation of an “inter-church 
ethical council" (including also the numerically dominant Lutherans), to 
facilitate ecumenical discussion of ethical issues in the country. - EPS 


Evangelical Orthodox Church moving toward Antioch EPS 86.10.112 
ENGLEWOOD (New Jersey/US) - Leaders of the Evangelical Orthodox Church have 
announced their intention to take their denomination into the Antiochian 
Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America. The EOC was founded in 1979 
by people formerly active in such agencies as Campus Crusade and Youth for 
Christ; the AOCA is a jurisdiction of the Damascus-based Eastern Orthodox 
Patriarchate of Antioch. EOC deacons, priests, and bishops could be ordained 
under AOCA auspices, and its synod of bishops would become a council of 
presbyters to coordinate work of former EOC communities and agencies. EOC 


liturgical practice would be brought into line with that of the archdiocese, 
which already includes some parishes (often Anglican in origin) whose liturgy 
is "western" rather than "eastern." - EPS 


Canadian people get Nansen Medal EPS 86.10.113 
OTTAWA - This year's Nansen Medal of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 


Jean-Pierre Hocké is to be presented here (13 November) to the Canadian people 
to recognize the "outstanding achievements attained in favour of refugees at 
the national and provincial levels, by individuals as well as_ groups, 
organizations, and authorities belonging to a broad political, linguistic, 
cultural, social, and religious spectrum'’. Beth Ferris, refugee study and 
interpretation secretary at the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, 
observed that Canadian "churches have consistently been in the forefront of 
refugee work. ... They combine compassionate service to individual refugees 
with political efforts to press for more humane Canadian governmental 
policies." - EPS 


Chinese church delegation visits Hungary EPS 86.10.114 
BUDAPEST - A four-member Chinese church delegation, led by K.H. Ting, 


concluded a 10-day visit to Hungary (5 October), returning a visit by a 
Hungarian delegation last October. An announcement about the meeting called 
it a "new, very important stage of fostering fraternal relations". Besides 
visits to congregations and church agencies, the Chinese were received by the 
deputy speaker of the Hungarian National Assembly. - EPS 


ECUTEXT/"WCC Letter on Breastfeeding" EPS 86.10.115 


This is excerpted from a letter sent this month by World Council of Churches 
General Secretary Emilio Castro to WCC members, members of its central 
committee, and to national and regional councils of churches. 


»+» L come to you with a request for collaboration in favour of the health of 
the world's children. It continues to come to our attention that many babies 
are dying because of the promotion of artificial substitutes for breastmilk in 
developing countries where this practice is especially dangerous to life and 
health. 


The WCC has been in the ,forefront in denouncing this practice for a number of 
years and its efforts, among others, have resulted in the adoption of a 
breastmilk substitute marketing code by the WHO [World Health Organization]. 
While some baby food manufacturers have reacted with partial compliance, there 
is still more to be done before all of the changes required for compliance 
with the code are implemented. 


The practice of seeking profit regardless of the loss of thousands of human 
lives is immoral and cannot be reconciled with our Christian belief. The 
fact that all human beings on earth are children of the Creator God demands 
that we speak out against any practice which causes the destruction of some 
for the advantage of others. We therefore urge Christians and our member 
churches to take the following actions: 


1s Encourage health professionals and institutions to provide meaningful 
health education so that women are given clear and accurate information on 
which to base healthy choices regarding breastfeeding. is Encourage 
doctors, hospitals, communities, and employers to create conditions making it 
easy for women to breastfeed as long as possible. 


38 Lobby for the adoption and effective implementation of the WHO code by 
the government in your country. 4. Contact the Infant Formula and baby food 
manufacturers and representatives in your country to let them know that you 
support the WHO code and to determine the extent of their compliance with it. 
ae SS 


ECUTEXT: "Communication and Culture" EPS 86.10.116 


This is excerpted from a statement by participants in a consultation (2-3 
September) at the Ecumenical Christian Centre, Whitefield, Bangalore, India. 


... Communication technology and culture are integrally connected. 
Communication technology simply reflects the techniques and methods of 
communicating in a variety of forms ranging from language and folk performance 
to communication satellites. Culture, in its generic interpretation, 
reflects the distinct characteristics of living of a group of people. It is 
a dynamic concept. An important part of culture is the communication patterns 
within the community and with other communities. Communication patterns 
reflect power relationships. Cultural change is a function of changes in the 
power structure, within and between groups. 


The introduction of a new communication technology affects all cultures that 
it touches. The question of who controls the introduction of the technology 
assumes a major importance. If it is under the direct control of a cultural 
group, it may be possible to apply the technology to enrich the dynamic 
cultural characteristics by strengthening internal communications and thereby 
its capacity to sustain increased levels of external communications. 


But, if new technologies are imposed across multiple cultures creating new 
communication patterns dominated by one or more sources outside the culture or 
by an elite group within the culture, it is likely to weaken the internal 
communication networks, in some cases, up to the point where that culture 
cannot be sustained. 


Modern, centralizing technologies such as direct broadcast satellites and 
international data networks can pose a serious threat to local cultures by 
overwhelming internal networks. This threat is especially serious in 
countries such as India that are plural-linguistic, multi-ethnic and multi- 
cultural. Active intervention is required to sustain this diversity, that is 
an essential characteristic of these societies. 


Diversity is not a source of weakness, but of strength. The survival of 
Indian culture long after the demise of cultures such as those of Greece and 
Rome testifies to the resilience of a culture mix. Essential to the 


preservation of cultural diversity is the recognition and maintenance of 
linguistic diversity. 


In this context, the most significant communication technology for the world 
today is ability for individual expression (oral and written) in one's own 
native language. This technology has been in existence for centuries but has 
not been provided successfully to the majority of the world's population. 


Experience has shown that new technologies do not solve economic or social 
problems. At best, they can assist ... changes in institutional arrangements, 
resource allocation, and management. The new communication technologies that 
currently fascinate world leaders will not increase the literacy rate, feed 
the poor, or make them aware of their own predicament. Efforts to address 
these pressing ... issues must be concentrated at the local level. ... 


Initiatives to consolidate local communication networks must be supported by 
research in communication and related areas that is directed towards examining 
policy alternatives and informing policy-makers. The weaknesses of imported 
communication theories that merely attempt to make the transmission of 


messages more efficient, without disturbing the power structures within which 
they occur, were identified. ... - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Dialogue with African Traditional Religion" EPS 86.10.117 


This item is excerpted from a statement by participants in a consultation 
(22-25 September, Mindolo Ecumenical Foundation, Zambia) on dialogue between 
African Christians and practitioners of African Traditional Religion. The 
meeting was sponsored by the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. About 20 
African Christian leaders and thinkers attended. 


-.. Obstacles to Dialogue: The primary obstacle ... arose at the point of 
introduction of Christianity by western missionaries, who brought strong 
prejudices and distorted ideas and attitudes towards African peoples, their 
culture and religion. This attitude has become a heritage of Christianity in 
Africa and has been internalized by African Christians to the extent that it 
continues to bedevil efforts at dialogue even to the present time. 


Another obstacle is the exclusivist claim of some Christians that full 
revelation and salvation are found only in Christianity, and the related 
doctrine of radical discontinuity between Christianity and other religions, in 
particular African Religion. Yet by and large, Christianity, even ... today, 
is closely identified with the western self-image. 


On this premise, the only aim of dialogue becomes conversion of the adherents 
of African Traditional Religion to Christianity and western culture. Because 
of this attitude, many Christians miss the intentionality of African 
Traditional Religion and as a result they end up with a picture of African 
Traditional Religion which is debased and evil. The domination by western 
models of the approach to the Christian scriptures, theology, and structures 
further hinders dialogue. 


From the side of African Traditional Religion ... there is a lack of 
sufficient and accurate documentation on African Traditional Religion, which 
arises from the fact that its traditions are primarily unwritten, [and] ... in 
contrast to western Christianity, which distinguishes between the sacred and 
the secular, and between religion and culture, African Traditional Religion is 
part and parcel of the totality of life. 


Recommendations: 1. We should remove the age-old stigma that has been 
imposed on African Traditional Religion, its practices, and its 
institutions. One way of doing this is by encouraging study and 
understanding of the roles, functions, and intentions of specialists in 
African Traditional Religion. 


2s As ancestors play such an important role in African Traditional Religion, 
and even in the life of contemporary African Christians, the churches should 
undertake a serious and concerted study of ancestrology in relation to 
christology and soteriology. 


33 Dialogue should be undertaken at the local, national and regional levels 
among African Christians in mission-founded churches, members of African 
Indigenous Churches and devotees of African Traditional Religion. 


4, Working on the ... principle that there are different "gifts of the same 
Spirit" (I Corinthians 12:4,5), the churches should accept and uphold those of 
their members who show special gifts of the Spirit so they may use such gifts 
within the church for the good of the community and the glory of God. ... 


8. Finally, we recommend that a staff person be appointed by the World 
Council of Churches to co-ordinate dialogue programmes of Christianity and 


Bradt tional Religions not only in Africa but also in North America, the 
acit ic, South America, Asia, and elsewhere. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Kofi Asare Opoku: “Religious Dialogue in Africa" EPS 86.10.118 


This item is excerpted from a presentation to a consultation on dialogue 
between African Christians and practitioners of African Traditional Religion 
(EPS 86.10.117). Opoku is a professor of religious studies at the University 
of Ghana (Legon). 


... Of particular significance in the ongoing dialogue between Traditional 
African Religion and Christianity are the indigenous churches which have 
arisen on the African continent. The term "indigenous" is preferred to 
"independent" since the latter has an external reference point. These 
churches have taken the bold and creative step of grafting the gospel on to 
African culture and demonstrated that a Christian society, which is not 
necessarily western in orientation, can be built on the foundations of African 
culture. 


These churches have succeeded in stripping Christianity of its foreign-ness 
which has been a great handicap and have shown that Christianity can be 
expressed and meaningfully informed by the African religio-cultural reality. 
This development is rather new and is by no means complete, but it at least 
points the way to what meaningful and honest dialogue can accomplish. 


For many years misconceptions, deliberate misconceptions as well as lack of 
accurate knowledge about African Traditional Religion have persisted and these 
have led to the slighting if not the ridiculing of religion in traditional 
Africa. But an essential issue in dialogue concerns the existence of 
accurate information about African religion. 


This is developing with an increasing number of books written by knowledgeable 
scholars, not just casual observers, who are helping to increase our knowledge 
and interpretation. Courses are now taught at universities, seminaries, 
colleges and schools on the subject, but the problem of language remains}; 
because the depths of any religion can be properly and profitably plumbed in 
the language of those who practice and profess that religion. 


This raises the question of the partners in dialogue. For most of the 
practitioners are people who are not at home in the foreign languages in which 
a lot of dialogue and writing on serious and concerted effort should be made 


at studying African languages in order to fathom the depth of African 
spirituality. 


Of course there are African Christians who know their languages and may 
dialogue with or write about African Traditional Religion. But there is a 
danger in such people presenting African Traditional Religion in concepts that 


are western and straight-jacketing African religion in a Christian western 
interpretation. ... 


Dialogue most frequently means merely talking, indulging in an intellectual 
exercise or converting the partner to the faith of the other or proving to the 
partner how wrong he or she is. Particularly in dialogue with Christians, it 


will be necessary to abandon the thought that they represent a superior 
religion. 


It is important to stress that authentic African religion is not at variance 
with the principles of Christianity, and that more often than not, the clash 
between Christianity and African Traditional Religion is due to the western 
cultural vessel which continues to hold Christianity and that the biblical 


world view and the African world view a i 
Sates: : gree at many points. (The western gri 
on Christianity ... needs to be laid to rest before ant genuine, unencumbered 
dialogue can take place. ... — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Hennie Serfontein: "SA Reformed Developments" EPS 86.10.119 


At its every-four-years synod last month, the Dutch Reformed Mission Church 
(NGSK, a denomination set up by the white Dutch Reformed Church [NGK] for 
South Africans officially classified as mixed-race [coloured]) adopted a new 
confession of faith, and chose Allan Boesak as its moderator (EPS 
86.10.54,89). Serfontein is a South African journalist. 


“With the acceptance of the Belhar Confession, the Sendingkerk has finally 
broken with the hurtful apartheid history." Thus spoke Allan Boesak when the 
NGSK synod accepted the Confession of Belhar with an overwhelming majority. 
The vote was 399 to 71, far more than the two-thirds majority required. This 
decision will have far-reaching religious and politicial consequences. 


First, it is a resounding victory for Boesak supporters inside the NGSK who 
uncompromisingly reject apartheid in church and state. Second, it will almost 
certainly mean a final break in the relationship between the _ white, 
Nederduitse Gereformeerde Kerk (NGK) - the "mother church" as it calls itself 
- and its "daughter church," the NGSK. Third, it will place the NGSK in the 
forefront of all denominations in its active opposition to government actions 
and apartheid policies. 


The synodal decision follows four years of intense debate and turmoil in the 
NGSK following decisions of the 1982 synod. Then, a "status confessionis" 
was announced in which the moral and theological justification of apartheid by 
the NGK was denounced as heresy and idolatory. (The missionary policy of the 
NGK to establish four racially-separated NG denominations - one for each of 
the country's official racial groups - has formed the moral basis of the later 
political policy of apartheid with its artificial creation of "homelands". ) 


In the confession now accepted, the NGSK categorically rejects any teaching 
which so absolutises either natural or sinful diversity, that it impedes or 
breaks church unity, or even leads to apartheid in the establishment of 
churches. Thus, two of the cornerstones of Belhar are that the unity of the 
church is not based on racial, ethnic, or language grounds and any such 
separation is sinful; and that in a world full of injustice and enmity, God is 
in a special way the God of the poor and the destitute. 


The confession was submitted to the synod by an ad hoc commission of 
theologians responsible for the final version, after it had considered 
numerous amendments and improvements from congregations and circuits (ringe) 
prior to the synod. The five-person commission included three whites (who 
have become full members of the NGSK and have broken all ties with the NGK). 


At the synod, there were two counter proposals from the conservative 
supporters Sakkie Mentor, the outgoing moderator whom Boesak defeated. 
(Mentor is now NGSK assessor [vice-moderator].) 


Mentor proposed that the confession should not be accepted, but for the sake 
of the maximum possible unity it should be referred to the other three NG 
denominations. This was overwhelmingly rejected. The same happened to 
another proposal - that it should be regarded as a general study document on 
racism, but with all references to South Africa omitted. 


After the preceding stormy four years, the debate took place in a hushed 
sacred atmosphere of prayer, as ome delegate described it to me. 
Notwithstanding the passions aroused and the deep fundamental differences 
between delegates, it was with one or two exceptions a dignified debate. 


(over) 


south africa/2 


Many delegates who opposed the confession or were critical of it, had few 
objections to its contents. Their biggest concern was how it could affect its 
future relationship with the NGK - especially as far as financial assistance 
is concerned. 


Many circuits and congregations of the NGSK, especially in the poorer rural 
areas, are heavily dependent on the NGK. Over the years, the NGK has used 
its financial power to politically and otherwise dominate or manipulate the 
NGSK or specific congregations. The salaries of most of the white ministers 
in the NGSK are paid by the NGK, which also provides their manses in white 
residential areas free of charge. 


Some concerned elders wanted to know what would happen if the NGK forced white 
ministers who sign the confession out of their manses. G. Bam, a white 
commission member, replied: "I as a minister must live with my conscience 
before God, and not before a specific church." 


Bam stressed that he does not believe the confession will impede or hasten 
proposed unification between the NGK and the NGSK - something, in any event, 
the white church categorically rejects. "A confession is the confession that 
lives in the heart of that church," he emphasized. "We must not say that for 
the sake of unity we are holding it back. If we do it, then this word 
becomes like fires that keep on burning in us. At stake is the living 
reality of the difference in understanding of the, faith between the two 
churches. 


"These differences will not fall away if we abandon the Belhar Confession," he 


continued. “What is dividing us is not the confession but the fundamental 
truths about what the confession testifies. We want to be one with the NGK, 
but not outside that confession. To become one we will have to find each 


other around that confession", Bam stressed. 


The NGSK is the only South African denomination with a modern confession, It 
is in addition to three doctrinal standards (Belgic Confession, Heidelberg 
Catechism, Canons of Dort) from the 16th and 17th centuries. 


As an ironic sidelight to the adoption of the confession, the election of 
Boesak as moderator meant he was to give NGSK greetings to the NGK synod 
meeting in Cape Town this month. At the 1982 NGK synod, Boesak, then newly 
elected president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, was not allowed 
to deliver a WARC message (to explain the WARC decision to suspend the NGK's 
membership because of its stand on apartheid). 


In another actions, the NGSK synod agreed to consider changing its name to 
Gereformeerde Kerk van Suid Africa (GKSA, Reformed Church of South Africa), 
and it cancelled the NGK-NGSK Acts of Agreement, which determine how white 
ministers may become NGSK ministers. 


It can be said that by accepting the new confession the NGSK has finally 
liberated itself from its century-old slavish mentality and subservience. to 
its white masters in the NGK. The NGSK has indeed crossed the theological 
and political Rubicon, giving a lead to Christians and other parts of the 
church in South Africa. 


The new NGSK approach to the NGK could be described as "constructive 


confrontation" on fundamental matters on the basis of the Word of God and the 
Belhar Confession. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Huibert van Beek: 


"Ecumenical Sharing" 


EPS 86.10.120 


In a year, at the end of October 1987, in Uruguay, the World Council of Churches is 


to convene a week-long consultation on "ecumenical sharing of resources". 


This 


item is excerpted from a longer paper prepared for a consultation last May in 


Nanjing (China). 


The challenge posed by ESR can be summarized in two 
questions: are we able to make the qualitative step from giving 
and receiving to sharing? and can we give primacy to forms of 
sharing in which money, personnel and expertise are kept 
under the discipline of the spiritual charismata? Unfortunately 
short questions do not guarantee that the answers can also be 
short. 

Ecumenical sharing runs into two formidable obstacles: the 
issue of power and the dominant role of money in the relation- 
ships between materially rich and poor churches. These two, 
power and money, have to be subject to a spiritual discipline 
if there is to be room for sharing. This is illustrated in a very 
suggestive way by the image of “sharing with empty hands.” If 
we can put our gifts on the altar before approaching one 
another we have our hands free to greet each other. Then a 
true encounter can take place, so that we can get to know each 
other and discover each other’s talents and needs, and thus 
-become able to share - first who we are and what we are and 
then, what we have. Thus the material gifts and needs become 
part of a spiritual bond. Sharing with empty hands is in fact 
the way the poor and the powerless share - it is their daily 
reality. For churches in the north it is an appealing image 
because of its symbolism. Putting our gifts on the altar is 
indeed a symbolic act that has its place in the liturgy. But 
nobody is able to say what it would really mean if we put the 
millions of dollars of our collections on the altar. The 
symbolism stops at the point where realism takes over in the 
life and work of our churches. 

In the Orthodox theology there is an expression that calls 
diakonia the “liturgy after the liturgy.” This suggests very 
strongly the same continuity between celebration and service. 
In many of our churches this ability to hold the spiritual and 
the material together has been lost. The way in which the 
churches in the north go about mission, world service and 
development aid is much more determined by our culture than 
we are prepared to concede. That this was so for the 19th 
century missionary movement is no longer a case for dispute. 

But we seem not to be aware that we are making the same 
mistakes over again. The zeal of the Enlightenment to bring 
the blessings of the European civilization to the ends of the 
earth has given place to the conviction that money and tech- 
nology can solve all problems, whereas the political will of the 
western nations to dominate has remained the same. In a recent 
meditation at the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva Rev. Jose 
Chipenda, General Secretary of the Council of Evangelical 
Churches in Angola said: “A hundred years ago the biggest 
enemy for the missionary movement in Africa was the African 
culture; today the biggest enemy for the churches in Africa is 
the culture of the West.” 

There is a deeply rooted feeling that the secularized and 
technocratic culture of the second industrial revolution cannot 
but become universal. The churches in the West are not immune 
to this. The fact that in the cooperation between north and 
south money and expertise play such an important role is not 
just an annoying problem that stands in the way of our 
supposedly sound theological motivations for mission and 


van Beek is the WCC secretary for ecumenical sharing of resources. 


service. It requires the eyes of Christians at the receiving end 
to help us discern how much contemporary mission and 
international cooperation for world service and development 
are interwoven with culture - and hence with economic and 
political structures. 

Indeed there can be no discussion on ecumenical sharing 
without taking into account the scandalously unequal distri- 
bution of resources in the world today. The international 
economic order, maintained by political and military power is 
fundamentally unjust. The funds collected in the churches, 
those obtained through tax systems, through government 
assistance or donations from private corporations are not 
neutral: they are part of the system. They are the crumbs that 
fall off the table, while the dinner is served with the resources 
of those who are supposed to be satisfied with the crumbs. 

The rich churches cannot claim that to give their material 
resources for development is their contribution to solving the 
problem of inequality. The immediate aim of giving may be to 
alleviate need or to help people change their situation. But 
financial assistance must go together with involvement in the 
struggle to change unjust structures that requires commitment 
and solidarity. The ultimate aim of ecumenical sharing is the 
development of the Christian fellowship locally and world-wide 
and beyond the boundaries -* the churches, as a sign of hope 
for humanity. 

Theologically ecumenical sharing does not derive from the 
Missio Dei or the concept of diaconia but from the Eucharist. 
It goes to the heart of the Christian message: God has come in 
his son Jesus Christ to share in the human condition. In the 
Eucharist we celebrate the communion with Him who died so 
that we might have life and have it abundantly. This sharing 
act of God is reflected in the sharing of bread and wine, in 
which the communion with Christ is the creating force that 
brings those who partake in the celebration into communion 
with one another and creates community. It is not by accident 
that the Eucharist is a meal, because the meal is the event in 
which each one gets his or her share of what is available for the 
community as a whole. Sharing with one another is 
indissolubly associated with the eucharistic meal and with the 
communion that is implied in it and flows out of it. It is the 
‘*koinonia,” the concept used by Paul for the communion with 
Christ (1 Cor. 10:16) as well as for the communion of the 
sharing of the charismata (2 Cor. 8 and 9). 

Koinonia means community, fellowship, participation. The 
essence of the Christian community - the congregation, the 
church - is to be a community of sharing. Characteristically 
Paul attributes the liberality of the churches in Macedonia to 
their gratitude for the Gospel which they had received. Is not 
the meaning of the word eucharist “to give thanks’? In his 
report to the Central Committee of the WCC in 1980 Philip 
Potter, former General Secretary, applies the concept of 
koinonia to the fellowship of the churches which are seeking 
each other in the ecumenical movement. 


(over) 
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Ecumenical sharing is at the heart of the ecumenical 
movement because the central place of unity is the Eucharist. 
That means at once that there can be no true sharing as long as 
the eucharistic unity has not been restored, and that 
ecumenical sharing is an exercise in fellowship that can help to 
pave the way to unity. At the same time it must be kept in 
mind that the sharing which is reflected in the Eucharist does 
not belong to the Christian community only. Christ came to 
die for all. Therefore ecumenical sharing is not limited to the 
church or to the churches among each other. It is sharing in 
and for the “oikoumene,” the whole inhabited earth. 

Does that imply that ecumenical sharing of resources 
could also be a useful secular concept for the structural 
conflicts between rich and poor, the power policy of the 
industralized countries, the international debt, unemployment? 
No doubt these questions fall under the ethical claim of a just 
distribution of economic resources. In that sense the concept 
of sharing is certainly relevant. 

The ethical norms that the churches can offer on economic 
and political issues have their intrinsic value. But it would be a 
qualitative step forward if models could be suggested that 
could offer alternatives to the existing structures. The WCC 
study on the Just, Participatory and Sustainable Society (JPSS) 
was an effort in that direction; almost inevitably it became 
controversial when it came to a stage where options were to be 
taken. Ecumenical action models such as the 2% Appeal for 
the churches” participation in development and the Special 
Fund of the Programme to Combat Racism had an impact 
both within and outside the churches. The strength of these 
limited actions launched by the WCC is that they make it 
possible to combine reflection with a concrete expression of 
commitment for change. ‘In a similar way the ecumenical 
sharing of resources could pérhaps serve as a concept for 
developing new action models. 

_ More and more voices are saying that long-term solutions 
for the international food disorder. unemployment or the 
international debt situation can only be found in a 
re-distribution of resources and liabilities. There is also a 
growing sense that domestic problems such as unemployment 
cannot be treated as if they were separated from the global 
economic order. Could such a global! order be nurtured by the 
vision of sharing in the one oikoumene? Could the ecumenical 
movement once more set a sign. take a new initiative that 
would be a challenge to share the earth’s resources and the 
power to decide over their use? 


Sharing requires that we look at each other as equals. In the 

New Testament the purpose of financial assistance in itself is 
simply to correct a situation of material inequality. In 2 Cor. 8 
Paul says that the affluence of the Corinthians should benefit 
the needs of the church in Jerusalem. He adds that in this way 
the receivers will be able to help in tum the givers at another 
time. In this mutual process of giving and receiving there is 


not one donor and one recipient but reciprocity between two 
communities. “Your plenty will supply what they need, so 
that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then 
there will be equality...”. It is worth noting that in this whole 
story about the collection for the church in Jerusalem, which 
Hans-Ruedi Weber. the secretary for Bible study of the WCC 
once called the first inter-church aid project, there is nowhere 
any allusion to the danger that the churches in Asia Minor 
might make their financial help subject to certain conditions. 
There was no inclination to exercise this kind of power. 

In our present inter-church aid programmes, on the contrary 
the problem is there. Power. in particular the power to make 
the decisions about the allocation of the available funds and to 
control the use that is made of the money, turns out to be 


time and again a source of conflict in the relationships between 


the churches. One might argue that in our complex world of 
today, and given the enormous gap between the rich and the 
poor, the exercise of power has become unavoidable and that 
it must be regulated through good administrative systems. 

Those who say so point to the need for responsible steward- 
ship of the huge sums of money that are entrusted to the 
churches. Admittedly good stewardship is necessary, but the 
problem of power is not only administrative; it is in the first 
place a theological issue. Before we talk of stewardship we 
must look at ownership. The resources made available for 
sharing by a particular church no longer belong fully to that 
church: they become a joint responsibility of the fellowship of 
partners involved in the sharing. There is a mutual account- 
ability, not only financial but also in priorities. relationships 
the theological assumptions. The power of decision-making 
and control of funds falls under the theological claim of 
sharing. Does that mean that we have to ask ourselves how this 
power can be shared? 

The deepest biblical understanding of power is the power to 
surrender, the self-emptying love of Christ (kenosis). It is 
something we are called to share in rather than to share. That 
would seem to imply that power in the biblical sense is the 
readiness to put oneself at risk, to become vulnerable and to 
identify with the powerless, whereas the power of the world is 
self-asserting and serves self-interest. Sharing then becomes the 
way to release God's power of love and justice in the Christian 
communities. 

What does this say for the churches engaged in the fellowship 
of ecumenical sharing? According to Prof. Jacques Rossel it 
raises the ecclesiological question of the position of each 
particular church within the fellowship. From a secular point 
of view the churches in the ecumenical movement are 
autonomous bodies but ecclesiologically they are theonomous, 
i.e. ultimately responsible to God and participant churches in 
the one body of Christ. They should therefore not use the 
power of money to exert control or to decide for others. 
Rather, their mutual responsibility is to use their resources in 
obedience to God. to help one another in the self-emptying 
act of seeking the side of the powerless. -— EPS 
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EPS coverage plans* (date of mailing* in parentheses): 

First International Consultation on Justice, Peace, and Integrity of 
Creation (17 November) 

World Consultation on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (25 
November, 3 December)** 

meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 
(19,22,26 January)** 


*Coverage by telex or telephone to meet earlier deadlines, and coverage 
tailored to particular audiences, is available on request. 


**Information for journalists who wish to cover this meeting in person is 
available from WCC/Therese Pache, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Philippine News and Features, a weekly, ecumenical news service, ‘explains 
events in the Philippines, their significance, and their implications on 
political, economic, and social structures". Information about subscriptions 
(50 US dollars a year “for information only") is available from PNF 
Circulation Desk, 406 SCC Building, Old Station Mesa, Manila. 


The World Alliance of Reformed Churches (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20) has 
released the ninth in its studies series: Reformed Theology and the Jewish 
People, edited by Alan P.F. Sell. 


During his visit to Finland this month, WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro 
was granted the Cross of the Knight Commander of the Order of the Holy Lamb 
of the Finnish Orthodox Church. 


Situation reports on medical assistance reaching southern Mexico (no.2, 29 
September), and on effects of Typhoon Peggy in southern China (no. 1, 1 
October) are available from the WCC inter-church aid commission (WCC/CICARWS, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). Also available is an announcement of an increase, 
from 150,000 to 200,000 US dollars, in an ecumenical appeal in the wake of 
floods in India (30 September). 


EPS 86.08.63 will be superseded by a more detailed item. In EPS 86.10.92, 
make Selby bishop of Kingston (not Selby). In EPS 86.10.71, make it 47 
(not 46) in paragraph 6. 


If you ask to be on the list, EPS headlines will be telexed to you. We 


pay for that. You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for 
that. 


Usual EPS deadlines are Tuesdays at 0800 GMT. 


EPS printing: this issue, 28 October; next issue, 29 October. 


EPS appears about 40 times a year. 
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GATHER FOR PRAYERS FOR PEACE Service 86.10.121 
ASSISI (Tom Dorris) - There were clouds in the sky and rain in the brisk 
autumn air - but also a rainbow - as about 100 leaders of a dozen religions 


gathered for a day of prayer for peace, here in this town of Francis, the 
Christian saint whose 13th century life of joyful simplicity and voluntary 
poverty remains in the 20th century a symbol of peace and reconciliation. 


The leaders met at the invitation of Pope John Paul II. He was clearly the 
host for the day - from the time he greeted his guests one-by-one at the 
‘welcoming encounter’ at the Basilica of Saint Mary of the Angels, until his 
farewell ‘allocution' near the end of the afternoon, in the square outside the 
Basilica of Saint Francis. 


During the opening ceremonies, the leaders sat in an extended semi-circle 
inside the basilica. The colours of their clothing - white and black, purple 
and red, yellow and green - formed another rainbow for the day. 


Christians sat to the pope's right, others to his left. At his immediate 
right was Methodios of Thyateira and Great Britain, archbishop and delegate of 
Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios, leader of Eastern Orthodoxy. At his 
immediate left was the Dalai Lama, leader of Tibetan Buddhism. 


The day was divided into three parts. Following the welcome, representatives 
of each religion went to separate locations for more than two hours of prayer. 


The Christians met in the cathedral. Churches and other places’ were 
available for worship by Buddhists, Jews, Jains, Hindus, Muslims, Shintoists, 
Sikhs, Zoroastrians, and followers of Baha'i, Amerindian, and traditional 
African religions. Afterwards, they processed through the narrow streets in 
silence to the square as 'pilgrims of peace’. 


There, each religious group, except followers of Baha'i, offered a separate 
act of prayer ‘in the presence' of the others. The afternoon concluded with 
ten minutes of silence; a ‘peace commitment’ led by young people, who 
distributed olive plants to the religious leaders; remarks by the pope; an 
exchange of peace; and the release of doves. Following a ‘supper of 
fraternity’ hosted by the pope, he left for the Vatican by helicopter. 


As had the pope in his welcome, Roger Cardinal Etchegary, president of the 
Pontifical Commission for Justice and Peace, stressed in opening the series of 
acts of prayer in the square that there was to be no mixing of religions. 'We 
have come together", he said, "in complete faithfulness to our own religious 
traditions, well aware of the identity of each of our own faith commitments. 
We are here together without any trace of syncretism." 


In his concluding address, before the interfaith congregation, the pope 
reiterated the Christian conviction that "in Jesus Christ, as saviour of all, 
true peace is to be found". But, he added, "if there are many and important 
differences among us, is it not true to say that, at the deeper level of 
humanity, there is a common ground, whence to operate together in the solution 
of this dramatic challenge of our age: true peace or catastrophic war? 


(over) 


peace/2 


" .. The form and content of our prayers are very different ... and there can 
be no question of reducing them to a kind of common denominator", he 
continued. "Yet, in this very difference, we have perhaps discovered anew 
that, regarding the problem of peace and its relation to religious commitment, 
there is something which binds us together." 


The pope had called for a cease-fire during the day. By one count, positive 
replies came from governments and/or opposition groups in about 40 countries, 


although some included conditions. 


In his address to the Christian leaders, the pope called prayer "an essential 


part of the effort for peace. What we do today", he said, “is another link 
in that chain of prayer for peace woven by individual Christians, and by 
Christian churches and ecclesial communities." He also told them that their 


day together "will be less than complete if we go away without a deeper 
resolution to commit ourselves to continuing the search for full unity, and to 
overcoming the serious divisions that remain." 


The Christian prayer service included 10 readings, and prayers covering 15 
subjects (including six regions of the world) voiced in various languages by 
an ecumenical cross-section of the Christian leaders. There were also 
periods of silence, hymns, and choir selections. Worship concluded with an 
exchange of peace, the Lord's Prayer, a ‘commendation' spoken jointly, and 
three stanzas of the hymn 'All Creatures of our God and King’, based on a work 
by Francis of Assisi. 


At several points during the day, the pope, the delegate of the Ecumenical 
Patriarch, and Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, the first bishop of 
world Anglicanism, formed a kind of leadership trio. 


The Christian leaders came from ecumenical organizations (the World Council of 
Churches, represented by General Secretary Emilio Castro and three of its 
seven presidents, World YWCA, World Alliance of YMCAs), Christian world 
communions (Friends World Committee for Consultation [FWCC], Mennonite World 
Conference, Reformed Ecumenical Synod [RES], Baptist World Alliance, Disciples 
of Christ, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, Lutheran World Federation, 
Anglican Communion, Old Catholic Union of Utrecht), the Assyrian Church of the 
East, all Orthodox churches. Also invited were 15 Roman Catholic bishops, 
and leaders of six Roman Catholic Franciscan organizations. 


Mother Teresa of Calcutta was also present. She was one of the relatively 
few women noted during the day. Others included Susanna Telewona, an LWF 
vice-president; Nita Barrow and Marga Biihrig, two of the WCC presidents, 
Bernice Schrotenboer, representing her husband, the RES general secretary, 
Val Ferguson, FWCC general secretary; Lydia Breen and Doreen Boyd, on the 


World YWCA staff in Genevay Manuela Mattioli and Christiane Witmers, two 
Franciscan leaders. 


In his closing address, the pope referred to Assisi as the city of Francis, "a 


man of peace", and of Saint Clare, "his first follower, ... the woman par 
excellence of prayer."- EPS 


REPS OF NATIONAL COUNCILS OF Ecumenical Press 
CHURCHES HOLD WORLD MEETING Service 86.10.122 


GENEVA - Representatives of about 70 national councils of churches (NCCs) met 
(20-24 October) at the headquarters of the World Council of Churches here to 
discuss the role of NCCs in increasing Christian cooperation and unity. 


Preaching during worship which opened the consultation, General Secretary 
Allan Kirton of the Caribbean Conference of Churches spoke of a "depression" 
in the ecumenical movement, but suggested ways Christians can put such 
feelings behind them. He said the meeting here was a chance to "celebrate 
each other's victories, learn from each other's mistakes". 


At the consultation's opening plenary, a three-person panel - Wesley 
Ariarajah, WCC director for interfaith dialogue; Park Sang Jung, general 
secretary of the Christian Conference of Asia; and John Kamau, general 
secretary of the National Council of Churches of Kenya - kicked off a 
discussion of 'NCCs within the one ecumenical movement". 


Ariarajah used trinitarian language to describe the movement. He spoke of its 
three "overlapping realities" - national, regional, and global - not related 
to one another in terms of power or hierarchy. Rather, he said, they are 
three "different expressions" of one movement. He also referred to the "felt 


communion'’ among Christians of different traditions, something "beyond 
co-existence, cooperation, [or] commitment". He said it is a role of NCCs to 
bring about such "felt communion", even though that may cause problems for 


theologians and those who concern themselves with church structures. 


Kamau referred to many "para-church organizations'' which compete in Africa 
with church bodies related to NCCs. He said Africa's economic, social, and 
political problems and crises affect the work of NCCs there. Questions of 
church unity, he said, are very "touchy" and "delicate" because some people 
fear “one big church'"’. Park highlighted a "eurocentric'"' view which, he said, 
is common in the ecumenical movement. He spoke of necessary "creative 
tension" between its institutions and its less-structured aspects. 


Roman Catholics are full members of about three dozen NCCs, and of the Pacific 
and Caribbean Conferences of Churches. Hervé Legrand, professor at the 
Catholic Institute in Paris, spoke on NCCs as "instruments of unity". He said 
they could be places for serious consideration of various models of church 
unity. He also suggested they function as a "third party", representing other 
Christian traditions when some of them are engaged in theological discussions 
or church-union negotiations. 


Jean Skuse, general secretary of the Australian Council of Churches, gave an 
ll-point presentation on NCCs "serving the churches in their mission of 
justice, peace, and service to the world". She said NCCs can foster "a vision 
of ecumenism which is more than local interchurch relations", and help "the 
world church listen to the local agenda." 


Consultation workshops had five main themes - service and finance, social and 
political contexts, mission and dialogue, promoting ecumenism, and churchly 
aspects of NCCs [EPS 86.10.123]. 


The gathering was preceded by a three-day meeting of the general secretaries 
of the WCC and the seven regional ecumenical organizations - for Africa, Asia, 
the Pacific, the Caribbean, Latin America, Europe, and the Middle East. The 
last such meeting of NCC representatives was in 1971 [EPS 1971: no.18 p.5]. 
In 1982, a consultation in Venice also considered aspects of issues raised 
here [EPS 82.03.28]. - EPS 


MANY RECOMMENDATIONS MADE ON Ecumenical Press 
ROLE OF COUNCILS OF CHURCHES Service 86.10.123 


GENEVA - Many recommendations about the role of national councils of churches 
(NGCs) came from five workshops convened during a week-long gathering (20-24 
October) of leaders of about 70 such councils around the world (EPS 86.10.122). 


One workshop considered groups of issues related to churchly aspects of NCCs - 
their “ecclesial nature and significance" and relationships to Roman Catholics 
(full members of 33 NCCs), the “unity of the church within the wider unity of 
humanity", and the significance of “sociological and statistical factors" in 
the search for unity. 


The group's report, accepted by the full meeting, urges NCCs, among other 
things, to consider their role in theological dialogues and negotiations for 
church union, and to foster study of “the real hindrances to fuller common 


worship, including inter-communion", It also observes that public statements 
by NCCs are "a service to the churches [which] should be agreed through a 
recognised decision-making process", and that their "authority and validity" 


should be made clear. 


The report accepted from the workshop on NCCs' role in promoting ecumenism 
notes examples of successful ecumenical cooperation in several countries, 
including lenten study in Britain, a tv program in Liberia, theological 
education in Sri Lanka, an ecumenical monastic community in Northern Ireland, 
training for ecumenism in the US, and farming projects in Nicaragua. 


It encourages formation of NCCs where there are none, and urges them to "work 
for comprehensiveness, while not losing the vision of visible unity", even 
though that is a "difficult concept for some churches". It says different 


understandings of the word "council", which "might cause hesitation on the 
part of some churches intending to become members", need to be taken into 
account. 


Another workshop considered NCC finance, service and development, and resource 
sharing. Its report notes NCCs in many countries require overseas funding, 
and urges "new systems of sharing of resources and ... self-reliance", not 
only in financial terms. It also suggests NCCs not "place so much emphasis on 
development projects that meet economic, social, and political needs" that 
they neglect "spiritual and church-related needs". 


Considering NCCs' social and political contexts, another workshop dealt with 
militarization, economic issues, and church-state relations. Its report, also 
accepted in plenary, raises various unanswered questions, such as: "How does a 
state church witness? How do we witness in an unstable society where all 
criticism is seen as political disloyalty? Do we accept government funds for 
various programmes, or are we thus in danger of accepting the system? What 


are the criteria we use in assessing the justice of our own government or 
state?" 


The substance of the report of the workshop on mission and dialogue was 
accepted, but it is to be rewritten. Among areas it deals with are Christian 
dialogue with other faiths, ideologies, and "new religious movements"; and 
"proselytism' (what are considered illegitimate efforts to cause people to 


change from one Christian tradition to another). 


Available for participants to sign were “letters of solidarity" to NCCs in 
South Africa, Namibia, Nicaragua, Sri Lanka, Chile, and South Korea, and a 
letter of condolence to the prime minister of Mozambique because of the death 
in a plane crash of its president, Samora Machel. His life and work, and the 
people of Mozambique, were recalled during a special act of worship. - EPS 
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COMMISSION SETS WCC AGENDA Ecumenical Press 


FOR INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS Service 86.10.124 
LES AVANTS (Switzerland) - At its 37th meeting (here, 8-12 October), the 


30-member Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, part of the 
World Council of Churches, outlined an ecumenical agenda in international 
affairs for the coming months and years. 


It proposed "special attention" to the "increasing role played by religion in 
conflicts", noting that the issue is one of "great sensitivity". 


On the question of "religious intolerance", it encouraged the CCIA staff to 
have discussions with the "special rapporteur" appointed by the UN Commission 
on Human Rights to monitor the issue. 


The commission specified "continuing attention and ... appropriate actions ... 
when needed" related to developments in southern Africa, the Middle East, and 
Central America. 


It called for consultations with the Communion of Churches in Indonesia to 
"facilitate and support new initiatives for the improvement of the 
human-rights situation'' in East Timor, the former Portuguese colony which 
Indonesia has incorporated. It also suggested a possible "team visit" to 
Indonesia, including East Timor and Irian Jaya (part of Indonesia which 
borders Papua New Guinea). 


The commission described a recent meeting involving North and South Korean 
Christians (EPS 86.10.03) as an “important contribution towards efforts for 
the peaceful reunification of Korea". It encouraged a larger meeting with 
Christians from the two parts of the country. 


It also urged follow-up of a request from church sources in Polynesia for a 
technical team to study the effects of nuclear testing in that part of the 
Pac rEicy 


The commission said the next meeting of its Human Rights Advisory Group, next 
June, probably in Canada, is to have "religious liberty" as its theme. 


Noting the work of the International Affairs Commission of the Nairobi-based 
All Africa Conference of Churches (EPS 86.10.41), the CCIA resolved to assist 
its human-rights work, training programs, and fund raising. 


The commission identified four "priority areas" for the next three years 
related to "militarism and [the] arms race'' - nuclear-disarmament issues, 
especially testing and a comprehensive test-ban treaty; militarization in the 
Pacific; the role of the arms trade and transfers in conflicts in the Middle 
East; and further studies of violence and non-violence, including "state 
violence". 


In a "statement on nuclear testing'', the commission called for an end to all 
nuclear tests, and said the US and USSR have a "special responsibility to 
initiate the process of nuclear disarmament by immediately halting their 
nuclear testing". It welcomed the unilateral Soviet decision not to test 
through the rest of this year, and hoped other countries would follow suit. 
It also endorsed an offer by Argentina, Greece, India, Mexico, Sweden, and 
Tanzania to "help ensure adequate verification of a halt in nuclear testing". 


The commission also heard reports from its moderator, Theo van Boven, and its 
director, Ninan Koshy (EPS 86.10.150,151) - EPS 


ECUMENICAL GROUP OF MONKS, NUNS Ecumenical Press 
CONSIDERS MONASTIC SPIRITUALITY Service 86.10.125 


LOVNICA (Yugoslavia) - More than a dozen monks and nuns from different 
Christian traditions met for a week (6-13 October) at St George's Serbian 
Orthodox Monastery here to share their understanding and practice of “monastic 
spirituality", that is, vowed life in community. 


The meeting was an outgrowth of two previous consultations also sponsored by 
the World Council of Churches - one in Egypt in 1979 on "the place of the 
monastic life within the witness of the church today" (EPS 1979: no.12 p-10), 
and the other in France in 1984 on "qa spirituality for our times" (EPS 


84.12.42). 


Deliberately, the meeting emphasized the Orthodox contribution to monastic 
life, though official participants also included Anglicans from England and 
the US, a Reformed from France, and Roman Catholics from the US, France, and 


Austria. 


In connection with a week of shared prayer and meals, and much exchange of 
experiences and understanding, the group formulated reflections on 
"conversion", "obedience and freedom", “celibacy for the kingdom [of God]", 
“unification and life in communion", and "prayer". 


In conclusion the group said: 


"Our monastic life and its various traditions are part of the wider Tradition 
of the whole Church. This means, on the one hand, that our monastic life 
forms a strong link between our respective confessional families, since for 
more than a century now it has also reappeared in the churches of the 
Reformation. 


"The same vows commit us to the same consecrated life. In the present context 
of our quest for unity, we have a particular responsibility which demands our 
attention. 


"On the other hand, that means that there is no division between the faithful 
in the parish and the monastery. Our life is nothing other than the 
evangelical life to which all are called in all the wonder of its constant 
newness. 


"That is why we need to be on our guard against, and ask forgiveness for, the 
triumphalism which we can give the impression of having. While we devote all 
our energies to being a sign of the new creation, we know that we live by 
grace alone. 


"As all the baptized, we live in the tension between the Kingdom as already 
present in our midst, and as yet to come. 


"Through the celebration of the Word of God and meditation on it, through the 
service of our neighbour (in the monastery, sometimes in a parish, or in a 
particular form of suffering), we attempt to bear witness in our lives to the 
Good News of the Kingdom according to our particular charism [gift] which is 
that of prayer. 


"' Separated from all, and yet united to all.' This ancient monastic saying is 
still today the best way of expressing our spirituality - a spirituality which 
we seek to live out in the power of the Holy Spirit."' - EPS 
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CHRISTIAN WORLD COMMUNION Ecumenical Press 


SECRETARIES CONFER IN ROME Service 86.10.126 
ROME —- Staff members of more than a dozen Christian World Communions (CWCs, 
world organizations for the various Christian traditions) held their annual 
conference of secretaries (here, 20-23 October). It included separate 


sessions with the pope, and leaders of the Federation of Evangelical Churches 
in Italy. 


The federation groups Reformed (Waldensian), Methodist, Baptist, Lutheran, 
Salvation Army, and Pentecostal jurisdictions, plus the Communion of Free 
Christian Churches, and the Ecumenical Community of Ispra Varese. 


The pope re-affirmed that for Roman Catholicism, "the search for Christian 
unity is a pastoral priority''. He underlined how important it is "that the 
world ... see the sign of reconciliation and peace among those who believe in 
Christ. The more our collaboration is marked by honesty, humility, and 
charity, the more our joint witness will really be a sign to the world of that 
peace and communion to which all ... are called", he said. 


The conference chose Pierre Duprey, secretary of the Vatican Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity, as its chairperson, succeeding Joe Hale, general 
secretary of the World Methodist Council. B.B. Beach, director of the public 
affairs and religious liberty department of the General Conference of 
Seventh-day Adventists, continues as the group's secretary. 


Hale urged the conference to help the whole church to share the "fullness of 
faith we experience in our separate world communions". He said that though 
most communions are strong enough to function alone, "for the sake of the 
world ... we need to do more, to be more, as one church together, and press 
beyond simply being strong links in a chain of separate ... communions". He 
proposed a "calculated step, a small step'' in that direction, including 
defining and claiming publicly "an even more formal unity than we now admit". 


Besides reports from each communion about recent developments, one communion 
is profiled at each meeting, this year by Paul Crow, representing the 
Disciples Ecumenical Consultative Council. He concluded with a list of five 
"problems and new frontiers" for Disciples - "fulfilling their vision of unity 
in a generation of new theological conservatism", "discovering new dimensions 
of diversity", "struggling for an evangelism that is proclamation ... and 
incarnational witness", “moving beyond their anti-creedalism to learn how to 
confess Christ today in common with other churches", and "participating 
responsibly in the ecumenical quest for a common ministry of episcopé 
[oversight in the church]". 


The group also heard presentations from Duprey, particularly on what he 
outlined as the important place of ecumenical concerns in the new code of 
canon law for Roman Catholics of the Latin rite, and from Ulrich Fick, general 
secretary of the United Bible Societies (Stuttgart, FRG) on sharing the 
biblical message with young people and youth. Other subjects discussed 
included the situation in Ethiopia, and religious liberty around the world. 


Besides those already mentioned, CWCs include the Lutheran World Federation, 
Anglican Consultative Council, Baptist World Alliance, Salvation Army, Friends 
[Quaker] World Committee for Consultation, World Evangelical Fellowship, 
Mennonite World Conference, World Convention of Churches of Christ, Reformed 
Ecumenical Synod, World Alliance of Reformed Churches, Ecumenical [Eastern 
Orthodox] Patriarchate, Moscow [Eastern Orthodox] Patriarchate, Church of the 
Brethren, and International Old Catholic Bishops' Conference. Staff from the 
World Council of Churches also participated. - EPS 


Ecumenical Press 


EASTERN ORTHODOX WORLD 
Service 86.10.127 


SYNOD ONE STEP CLOSER 


GENEVA - The third in a series of preconciliar conferences to plan a proposed 
Great Synod for Eastern Orthodoxy met at the Orthodox Centre near here (28 
October-6 November). Representatives of 14 Eastern Orthodox churches attended. 


Following up work done last February by a _ preparatory commission (EPS 
86.03.21), the meeting considered four of 10 proposed synod issues - fasting 
rules, dialogues with other Christian traditions, the ecumenical movement, and 
questions such as peace, freedom, human rights, and discrimination. 


Two agenda items have already been dealt with - the church calendar (not all 
Orthodox use the same one), and marriage rules. Four remain for later work - 
definitions of and procedures for granting churches autocephaly or autonomy 
(independence), Orthodox in the diaspora (areas where they are not numerous, 
usually with several overlapping, ethnic-based jurisdictions) and diptychs 
(the order of various churches in liturgical commemorations). 


Besides the Istanbul-based Ecumenical Patriarchate, which hosted the meeting, 
represented were the patriarchates of Alexandria (Egypt), Antioch (Syria), 
Bulgaria, Jerusalem, Moscow, Romania, and Serbia (part of Yugoslavia), and the 
churches of Cyprus, Czechoslovakia, Finland, Georgia (part of the USSR), 
Greece, and Poland. Not represented were the Orthodox Church in America and 
Japanese Orthodox Church. Their independence is not officially recognized by 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate and some of the others. 


Previous preconciliar conferences were in 1976 and 1982. The proposed Great 
Synod would be the eighth global, ecumenical council recognized as such by 
Eastern Orthodoxy, and the first since 787. The conference agenda included 
visits with local church and civil authorities, and at the nearby Ecumenical 
Centre, headquarters of the World Council of Churches and other international 
church organizations. — EPS 


NAMIBIAN CHURCH COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
PASSES TOUGH RESOLUTIONS Service 86.10.128 


KATATURA - The 1986 general meeting of the Council of Churches in Namibia 
(here, 20-23 September) passed a series of tough resolutions. They call, 
among other things, for independence for the territory, and for “comprehensive 
and mandatory sanctions" to help end South African control of it. The meeting 
preferred "the comparatively short discomforts of sanctions in hope, rather 
than ... one more day of dehumanization and degradation under the South 
African racist government, or its surrogates." 


The meeting appealed “in particular to the youth and student population of 
Namibia to be on their guard against the insidious declarations of friendship" 
by a “quasi-cultural" group used by the army to "win the hearts and minds of 
the people". Also, it objected to the “racialist orientation and application 
of methods of artificially controlling female fertility," connected with use 
of a drug "not ... proved to be entirely free from hazards to health". 


CCN includes Anglican, Lutheran, Roman Catholic, Methodist, and Independent 
denominations accounting for about 70 percent of Namibia's population. Its 


president is Anglican Bishop James Kauluma. Its two vice-presidents are 


Lutheran Bishop Hendrik Frederik and Lutheran Assistant Bishop Matti Amadhila. 


At one point, three uninvited armed men in civili 
) civilian clothes were present for 
the meeting. They were presumed to be security police. By Phe time a 


decision was taken to confront them, they had left; they did not return. — EPS 
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RC_ leaders ask Indian prime minister to review expulsions EPS 86.10.129 
CALCUTTA/DELHI - A Roman Catholic delegation has asked Indian Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi to examine several expulsion orders by Indian officials against 
foreign missionaries. According to Religious News Service (8 October), two of 
them have left India because of the orders; those against others are pending. 
SAR News church news agency, reported (9 October) that as a result of Gandhi's 
review of his case, one of the expelled priests, Willy Van de Kerckhove, a 
Jesuit, will be allowed to return if he applies for re-admission. - EPS 


US Baptists drop mission funds for churches pastored by women EPS 86.10.130 
ATLANTA (Georgia/US) - The trustees of the Home Mission Board of the Southern 


Baptist Convention voted (8 October) by a 3-to-l majority not to use board 
money to pay salaries of female pastors. The board's "church pastoral 
assistance" program gives congregations funds to enable them to hire a 
full-time pastor. The 1984 meeting of the SBC advised congregations not to 
ordain women as pastors, but such SBC action is not binding, and a few women 


are among the convention's clergy. Meeting later in St. Louis (11-12 
October), the steering committee of Women in Ministry in the SBC expressed a 
"deep sense of regret'’ at the trustees' vote. The convention is_ the 


second-largest denomination in the US. - EPS 


"Unprecedented': laypeople spend two days with bishops EPS 86.10.131 
OTTAWA (Canada) - In what was described as an "unprecedented" meeting, about 


140 laypeople accepted an invitation to spend two days with Canadian Roman 
Catholic bishops before the start of their annual assembly. Religious News 
Service reports "both sides were pleasantly surprised" by the encounter. - EPS 


Ugandan church leaders plan joint pilgrimage PPS: S60107132 
KAMPALA - Roman Catholic, Anglican, and Eastern Orthodox leaders from Uganda 


have decided to make a joint pilgrimage to Alexandria (Egypt), Rome, 
Canterbury, and Jerusalem. The decision was taken by the leaders at a meeting 
here aimed at revitalising the Uganda Joint Christian Council, which has been 
dormant for more than a decade. —- EPS 


Survey shows doubts on religious freedom in post-1997 Hong Kong EPS 86.10.133 
HONG KONG - According to a survey by the Chinese Church Research Center, based 


here, 57 percent of pastors in this UK colony expect there will be less 
religious freedom in the territory after it returns to Chinese control, in 
1997. About ten percent of the pastors who replied said they plan to leave 
ehercolény before ‘theira= EPS 


Lutheran stresses ‘participatory communication' EPS 86.10.134 
LIMURU (Kenya) - Participatory communication, mutual dependence, trust, and 


integrity were key words at a communication-and-development consultation here 
(30 September-6 October) organized by the Lutheran World Federation. The 
meeting was attended by about 80 church leaders and workers in communication, 
development, and evangelism from a dozen African countries - EPS 


Roman Catholics withdraw from ecumenical committee in Paraguay EPS 86.10.135 
ASUNCION (Paraguay) - The Roman Catholic Church in Paraguay has left an 


ecumenical committee concerned with human rights and refugees, established 
with the Disciples of Christ and the [United] Evangelical Church of the Rio de 
la Plata in 1976. The Roman Catholics say they will pursue these pastoral 
concerns in other ways. — EPS 


Vatican reported concerned about Franciscans EPS 86.10.136 
ROME - Italian newspapers report a secret letter from the head of the 


Vatican's doctrinal unit to John Vaughn, superior general of the Roman 
Catholic Order of Friars Minor (Franciscans). It reportedly faults the 
order's "radically dissident mentality" and "attitude of defiance". - EPS 


Computer links proposed for Asian mission centres EPS 86.10.137 
KOBE (Japan) - A mission consultation at the Lutheran theological seminary 
here last month proposed formation of a network of mission research centres in 
Asia, which would share information by computer. — EPS 


Anglican bishop of London rebuked by colleagues EPS 86.10.138 
LONDON - Meeting here (21 October), the House of Bishops of the [Anglican] 
Church of England has resolved that "a bishop of the Church of England should 
not exercise episcopal care over a priest and congregation situated in a 
diocese of another province [Anglican denomination], except with the consent 
of the proper authorities of that province". The vote was 47-1, with 2 
abstentions. It was directed against Graham Leonard, bishop of the church's 
London diocese, who said he would go to Tulsa (Oklahoma/US) to confirm people 
in an Anglican parish there under diocesan discipline (EPS 86.09.28). 
Leonard's proposal to intervene brought a sharp statement of protest last 
month from the bishops of the [US-based, Anglican] Episcopal Church (EPS 
86.10.53). It was not immediately known whether Leonard would change his 
plans because of the vote. — EPS 


White South African denomination to open itself to all races EPS 86.10.139 
PRETORIA - The once-in-four-years General Synod of the white Dutch Reformed 
Church (NGK) has voted to open the denomination to members of all races. 
However, it declined suggestions that it unite with the three "daughter 
churches" it set up for other official racial groups in South Africa. Though 
critical of apartheid, the synod declined to describe it as sin or the 
theological justification of it as _ heresy. Beyers Naudé, once an NGK 
minister, and now general secretary of the South African Council of Churches, 
described the decision on membership as "belated", but "to be welcomed as a 
step in the right direction". He said its decision to uphold the principle of 
ethnic divisive structures within the family of Dutch Reformed churches" will 
be a "major stumbling block" in the future. - EPS 


Jerusalem patriarchate organizes Orthodox peace week EPS 86.10.140 
JERUSALEM - The Greek [Eastern] Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem organized 


(21-28 October, here and in Bethlehem) week-long series of events related to 


peace, and to mark the 1600 years since the death of Patriarch Cyril of 
Jerusalem. - EPS 


Monastic computer blessed EPS 86.10.141 
HELSINKI - The Finnish business daily "Kauppalehti" reports (17 October) that 
a computer donated to the Eastern Orthodox monastery New Valamo, in eastern 
Finland, was blessed using slightly modified traditional Orthodox rituals of 
prayer, and the sprinkling of holy water. Archimandrite Ambrosius described 
the Orthodox tradition in computer language as a "gigantic memory unit, whose 
number of megabytes it is impossible to establish". Next to the machine, the 
monks hung an icon of the Archangel Michael, a divine messenger. Among other 
things, the monks prayed that the computers would be used "in truth", and that 
work done on them would result in the "unity of humanity, sanctification of 
life, peace, and justice". - EPS 


‘Inclusive language' required for ordination candidates EPS 86.10.142 
DENVER (Colorado/US) - Candidates for ordination in the Rocky Mountain Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist Church are "expected to use inclusive 
language in reference to the deity and to persons in all written and oral 
communications" with the conference's ordained ministry board. Keith Watson, 
who chairs the board, said the intent of the requirement is to "sensitize 
candidates to the power of language - ways of speaking about persons that do 


mot exclude, and ways of speaking about God that reflect the plurality of 
faith statements". - EPS 


Nicaraguan ecumenical leader condemns explosion, US role ERS) 864106143 
MANAGUA - Gilberto Aguirre, executive director of Cepad, an ecumenical aid and 
development agency in Nicaragua, condemned as a "cowardly act of terrorism" an 
explosion (20 October) which killed six people and wounded 43 in northern 
Nicaragua. A Nazarene deacon was among the dead, two evangelical pastors 
among the wounded. Aguirre also called on the US government to stop its 
"diabolical campaign of violence against our people". The Cepad report said 
the anti-tank mine which blew up a civilian passenger truck was planted by the 
US-aided contras, armed opponents of the Nicaraguan government. - EPS 


South African church press destroyed by arson EPS. 86.10.144 
JOHANNESBURG -  Lovedale Press, publishing house of the Evangelical 


Presbyterian Church in Southern Africa, was destroyed by a deliberately set 
fire (1l October). Bongani Finca, of the press' management committee, said he 
hoped half the loss of 500,000 South African rand could be covered by 
insurance. He is appealing for help to raise the rest. - EPS 


Interfaith reps plant ‘tree for peace' EPS 86.10.145 
GENEVA - Under the auspices of the UN Environment Programme, Christian, 


Jewish, and Muslim representatives jointly planted (24 October) a "tree for 
peace". Bjorn Ekblom, UNEP's European regional director, said the planting 
showed that "on fundamental issues, like environment and peace, we are all 
more united than divided''’. Participating were David Gosling, World Council of 
Churches director for church and society, Gerhart Riegner (World Jewish 
Congress), and Abdul Tabibi (World Muslim Congress). - EPS 


Bossey marks 40th year EPS 86.10.146 
GENEVA - The 1986-87 session of the graduate school of the Ecumenical 
Institute, part of the World Council of Churches, opened this month (15 
October). The institute, housed at Chateau de Bossey, near here, was founded 
in 1946; its graduate school began in 1951. The nearly 60 participants, from 
about three dozen countries and more than a dozen Christian traditions, are 
focusing on "gospel and culture". - EPS 


Lutheran delegation raises resettlement questions in Ethiopia EPS 86.10.147 
GENEVA - In sessions with politicians, UN officials, and church people during 
a visit to Ethiopia (16-24 September), a delegation from the Lutheran World 
Federation reportedly discussed issues related to resettlement. Ethiopian 
officials said the 600,000 people resettled are much better off than they were 
before. The resettlement programme has been strongly criticized by some 
outside observers. LWF General Secretary Gunnar St&lsett, who headed the 
delegation, said the LWF has not been involved in moving people from one part 
of the country to another, but when LWF members in Ethiopia have requested 
financial aid to minister to such people, the LWF has been ready to respond. - 
EPS 


Improving ecumenical relations seen in Ethiopia EPS 86.10.148 
ADDIS ABABA - A visiting delegation from the Lutheran World Federation (16-24 


September) noted that the recent drought and famine in the country has 
prompted new forms of ecumenical cooperation, notably among Oriental Orthodox, 
Roman Catholics, and Lutherans there. —- EPS 


World Lutheran leader stresses Lutherans' ecumenical role EPS 86.10.149 
ZAGREB (Yugoslavia) - Speaking here (29 September) to a theological conference 


for European Lutherans, Lutheran World Federation General Secretary Gunnar 
Stalsett said Lutherans' distinctive confessions of faith are "not to separate 
ourselves from other confessions", but to "express the faith that belongs to 
all in order to call all churches - Lutheran and non-Lutheran - to the visible 
unity which is at the heart of Christ's prayer for his church". Stalsett 
described unity as "much more than good relations and coordination. ... In 
isolation", he warned in conclusion, "the Lutheran churches could become 
self-contained, sectarian, and sterile". - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Theo van Boven: "The Crisis in Multilateralism" EPS 86.10.150 


This item is excerpted from a report to the 37th meeting of the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs (EPS 86.10.124). Van Boven is CCIA 
moderator. 


_.. A matter of continuing concern is the erosion and the crisis in 
multilateralism. The basis for multilateral cooperation was laid down, more 
than forty years ago, in the charter of the United Nations. ... 


The UN charter envisaged that peoples throughout the world should respect one 
another and cooperate for their mutual benefit; that in cases of need people 
should show solidarity towards one another; that there should be minimum 
standards of behaviour for all governments in the conduct of their internal 
affairs as well as fundamental principles for the conduct of international 
affairs; that conflicts which occur should be discussed and settled through 
peaceful means; and that the rights and needs of the individual should be 
placed foremost in all human endeavour. 


In actual practice most of these assumptions and standards of behaviour are 
routinely flouted. Many nations, including the great powers, pursue their 
own perceived interests in defiance of their obligations under international 
law. 


For instance, to take some recent examples, weaker and vulnerable nations have 
been bombed, mines laid in the harbour of an adversary, countries and 
territories invaded and occupied by military force, military and other 
assistance are given to groups with a view to destabilize certain nations. 
And as a heavy blow to international law, decisions of the International Court 
of Justice are being ignored and the reputation and the status of this highest 
judicial body undermined. 


When nations place themselves above the law, the very foundation of peaceful 
relations and of international cooperation is being shattered. A renewed 
appeal for international morality imposes itself, and the churches cannot 
remain indifferent in the face of this decline in international ethos. 


It is against this breakdown that we witness this year, which was proclaimed 
as the International Year of Peace, a serious crisis of the United Nations 
which was established as a centre for harmonizing the actions of nations in 
the attainment of such common ends as the maintenance of international peace 
and security, the development of friendly relations among nations and the 
achievement of international cooperation in order to promote development, 
justice and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. ... 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches, at its meeting in 
Buenos Aires in July-August 1985, expressed in a statement on the 40th 
anniversary of the United Nations its deep concern about the trend away from 
multilateralism and the reluctance of some UN member states to use the UN in 
tackling the most urgent problems facing humankind today (EPS 85.08.54). The 
... committee also encouraged governments to make timely and constructive use 
of the potentials of the UN, and to increase their support ... in order that 
it might be able to carry out its worldwide responsibilities more effectively. 


vee oT might say in passing that in the light of the need for a renewed 
commitment of the United Nations, which was so eloquently and vigorously 
emphasized by the Central Committee, priority should be given to a continued 


presence of the CCIA at UN headquarters in New York. I say this also because 
of the leadership role the CCIA can play in the community Lf: non-governmental 
organizations at the UN. ... - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ninan Koshy: "The Church in International Affairs" EPS,,86.10.151 


This item is\excerpted from a report to the 37th meeting of the Commission of 
the Churches on International Affairs (EPS 86.10.124). Koshy is CCIA 
director. ' 


-.. There are certain inherent tensions which are generally creative in the 
World Council of Churches, but which have some special implications for the 
CCIA. It is a fellowship of churches "which confess the Lord Jesus Christ as 
God and Saviour according to the scriptures" and to whom the Council "shall 
offer counsel and provide opportunity for united action". 


It should always take into account the special needs, possibilities and 
problems of each of its members. By its self-understanding the WCC is a 
frontier movement which has to be ahead of the churches, providing new forms 
of responses to the challenges and taking new initiatives. 


The WCC is also one of the largest international organizations, and thus a 
not-too-insignificant actor in the world scene. It is not easy to function 
at these three different levels at the same time as there are differences in 
the styles, methods of action and expectations suitable for each level. The 
apparent inconsistencies occasionally noticed arise out of this tension. 


It is often the public statements of the WCC (for the preparation of which the 
CCIA is generally responsible) that are usually the subject of much debate. 
The importance we attach to information, analysis and interpretation, studies 
and publications on one hand, and team visits and delegations on the other, 
should be emphasized. Representations and appeals to governments (some of 
them confidential), solidarity actions and support for groups also deserve 
mention, 


During the past few years considerable time and energy have been devoted to 
attempts for peaceful resolution of conflicts. Several of such efforts will 
remain unreported. It is not an area where claims of success should be 
made. The limits and possibilities of the CCIA should be recognized. 


However, the significant breakthrough made with regard to Korea should be 
taken note of [EPS 86.10.03]. In the circumstances that prevail in that 
peninsula, the coming together of Christians after more than 40 years of 
division is something for which we can thank God. 


This and some other recent examples raise a few questions. What are the 
types of conflict in which the CCIA may have possibility of intervention? At 
what levels or even dimensions of the conflict? Should concentration be on 
acting as channels of communication to parties in a conflict? What role does 
analysis and interpretation of a situation play? What are other stages of 
preparation? 


In being an actor on the world scene, however modest that role may be, while 
being primarily an organ of a council of churches, several problems and 
challenges have to be faced. We are daily tested against the competence and 
standards of secular organizations and governments. There is a degree of 
specialization as well as information about fast-moving events expected. 
With small staff and resources this is not easy to attain. 


We tend to show naturally more competence on issues and situations in which 


the churches are actively engaged. Of such issues and situations we speak 
more often and we are listened to more carefully. 


(over) 
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There is the problem of transparency. Since all actions are not public and 
some of them have to be dealt in a confidential way, the CCIA appears to be 
silent often, and to some even secretive. There is always the search for the 
appropriate form and timing of actions. This is not easy to explain, except 
perhaps in retrospect. 


The WCC has been criticized by well-known political scientists for keeping 
silent about human rights violations in Uganda under [Idi] Amin, until 
Archbishop Luwum died. The silence was on the basis of advice from the 
[Anglican] Church of Uganda and respecting the advice from the archbishop 
himself, who was engaged in some important efforts for justice. 


These problems cannot be easily dealt with. It is only by a _ rigorous 
selection of issues to deal with, and by a deliberate decision on the style of 
functioning, that they can be met at least partially. 


One main function of the CCIA in international affairs is to raise 
continuously the ethical and moral issues. Such issues are clear in the 
nuclear arms race, apartheid, etc. Some politicians may remind us that evil 
cannot be removed merely by condemning it. 


It does not follow that the adoption of a clear moral stance is politically 
ineffective. To recognize evil as evil is to set a direction and define an 
imperative as well as to do something important in itself. It can lead to 
concerted action. The worldwide moral condemnation of apartheid provides a 
useful example. 


The style of functioning should be undergirded by objectivity combined with 
commitment. Both objectivity and commitment make heavy demands. The style 
should reflect perseverance in pursuing justice and peace rather than aim at 
spectacular achievements. This may be in contrast to dramatic successes by 
short-term movements dealing with clearly defined single issues. The style 
should be low-key, instilling confidence and arousing respect. 


Questions are sometimes asked about the authority of the WCC and the CCIA on 
public issues. There is the general perception that the WCC speaks and acts. 
on behalf of all the [305 WCC] member churches. This is not correct and 
often misleading, but has a limited value in the claim of representative 
opinion of large sections of Christians. 


With regard to the statements by the WCC, the rules are clear: "While such 
statements may have great significance and influence as the expression of the 
judgement or concern of so widely representative a Christian body, yet their 
authority will consist only in the weight which they carry by their own truth 
and wisdom and the publishing of such statements shall not be held to imply 
that the World Council as such has, or can have, any constitutional authority 
over the constituent churches or right to speak from them". 


However, we should take note of a process which has played an increasingly 


important role. This is the process of consensus-building. One of CCIA's 
aims is to serve as an organ in formulating the Christian mind on world issues 
and in bringing that mind effectively to bear upon such issues. In a way 


some authority is gained by consensus building within the ecumenical 
movement. — Over the years we have built consensus on several aspects of human 
rights, disarmament, etc. and on specific situations like South Africa, and 


the Middle East. This becomes the basis for actions including public 
statements. ... —- EPS 


ECUVIEW/Elizabeth G. Ferris: "Refugees Today and Tomorrow" EPS 86.10.152 


Ferris is study and interpretation secretary with the Refugee Service of the 
World Council of Churches. This is excerpted from a presentation prepared 
for a WCC consultation on resettlement (15-19 September, Miami, Florida/US). 
About 40 people attended. A summary of the consultation is found in the 
October issue of "Refugees", the service's newsletter (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 
20)% A final report from the consultation is also available from the 
service. A Spanish version is being prepared. 


ls Happily, we can expect some governments to become less repressive and 
more respectful of human rights. Conflicts will be resolved in some parts of 
the world, some repressive dictators will die, foreign armies withdrawn as 
superpowers realize that military intervention cannot be sustained. In those 
cases, refugees can and will return home. These returnees will need the 
assistance of the churches. The churches need to plan ahead - to consider in 
what situations an end to the violence is likely and to think about their 
future roles there. 


24 For some of the conflicts being reported in today's headlines, the 
violence will intensify. Someday - in our lifetimes - apartheid in South 
Africa will be abolished. But the struggle will be long and many people will 
die. The South African government will undoubtedly intervene more viciously 
in the neighbouring countries in a desperate attempt to save itself. The 
world will see refugees fleeing the violence and refugees after black majority 
rule is established. 


Ose In many other situations, we can expect continued and even intensified 
violence in countries which are rarely in the headlines, but which could, in 


the next decade, explode. 


When I think of Asia, Latin America, and Africa, I can imagine explosions of 


violence in a dozen places. There are powder-kegs throughout the Third World 
- where tension is building due to economic scarcity and injustice coupled 
with simmering political conflicts. Military forces stand on the sidelines 
ready to intervene; when they do - and some of them will - repressive 


governments and refugees will be the results. 


In other countries, tensions between ethnic groups are increasing. In some 
cases, violence has already erupted, and in some cases, it is likely to get 
much worse. 


4. Given present trends in the world, it is difficult to be optimistic about 
the possibility of a fundamental transfer of power - economic or political - 
from North to South in the coming decades. 


The interventions of the superpowers, although they will undoubtedly take 
different and probably more sophisticated forms, will continue. The effects 
of such continued intervention will be to increase the duration of local 
conflicts, to lead to ever higher numbers of civilian casualties, and to 
enable repressive governments to more effectively persecute their opponents. 


ai The effects of international economic structures will be to continue - or 
accelerate - the transfer of resources from South to North. As population is 
increasing faster than production, governments in the South will have fewer 
resources to meet the needs and rising expectations of their peoples. 


(over) 
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The perhaps inevitable result of this will be an increase in turmoil and 
repression. National popular efforts to change the status quo will be 
resisted by the superpowers although some may be successful - even against 
such formidable obstacles. 


Economic scarcity may also well result in declining support for refugees 
entering countries in the South. While African countries have traditionally 
responded generously to refugees crossing their borders, economic pressures 
will undoubtedly grow, leading perhaps to more restrictive policies. 


Moreover, as many Third World countries view growing restrictionist refugee 
policies in Western countries, they may begin to respond in a similar fashion. 


6. Continued poverty in the South will stimulate additional migration for 
economic reasons. As we see today, Northern governments will use this 
economic migration to further their own economic needs. When the need for 


labour is high, governments will encourage foreign migrant workers; when 
unemployment rises in the North, migrant workers will be sent home. 


Unfortunately, it seems that present xenophobic and racist trends will 
continue and even supersede the more pragmatic policies. Public demands for 
greater control of the borders will be reflected both in more restrictive 
immigration policies and less receptivity to asylum-seekers. 


Te In a broader sense, tensions will increase between two socio-economic 
forces. On the one hand, as communications, migration, and transnational 
organizations expand, national borders will become less relevant. National 


sovereignty will become an even more outmoded concept in tomorrow's world as 
governments and their citizens realize that the decisions which affect their 
lives are increasingly made outside their borders. 


At the same time, national governments will seek to resist this trend by 
asserting more control over their borders in an effort, probably a vain 
effort, to prevent the breakdown of the nation-state. 


There will be more efforts to preserve cultural traditions, more suspicion of 
the foreigner, more politicans preying on the fears of people, more 
expressions of national pride and chauvinism. 


8. One consequence of this will be declining support for international 


institutions and possibly more emphasis on regional groupings, with mixed 
effects. 


In the South, this may manifest itself in regional groups formulated to 
articulate Southern demands for a more just system. However, these groups 
will suffer as a result of Northern interventionist policies. From the 
perspective of Northern governments, it is more convenient to keep Southern 
governments in disunity. Moreover, global economic structures encourage 
competition between Southern governments. In the North, however, there will 


be increased cooperation in regional forums as Western governments work 
together to defend their privileges. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Georges Tsetsis: "East and West in Europe" EPS 86.10.153 


Tsetsis is the grand protopresbyter of the [Eastern Orthodox] Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, and its representative at the World Council of Churches in 
Geneva. This item appeared originally in Greek in the September issue of his 
newsletter, '"Enimerosis". It is a reflection on last month's Ninth Assembly 
of the Conference of European Churches (EPS 86.09.19). 


... [The founders of CEC] expressly underlined that this body, integrated in 
the framework of the larger ecumenical movement, ought to be a place for 
mutual acquaintance, for contacts and cooperation between European churches in 
divided post-war Europe. Thus, CEC, after having adopted the constitutional 
basis of the WCC and described itself as a fellowship of European churches, 
defined right from the beginning as its main target, on the one hand, the 
promotion of Christian unity in Europe, and on the other hand, the search for 
ways of co-existence, collaboration and common witness of churches living on 
both sides of the so-called "Iron Curtain". 


The governing bodies of CEC have always taken care to enable churches from 
eastern and western Europe to meet each other on an equal footing and 
collaborate on issues concerning not only their unity, but also related to 
day-to-day problems, created by two diametrically opposed ideologies, which 
divide Europe today and influence the destinies of peoples of this continent. 


eee 


In Europe, however, East and West meet each other not only on the basis of 
political or ideological criteria. In Europe, there is also the encounter of 
the Orthodox East with the Roman Catholic and, as it happens in the framework 
of CEC, the Protestant West, and this encounter transcends, and _ should 
transcend, whatever barriers have put up the powers and principalities of our 
times. 


All Orthodox churches based in Europe belong to CEC. Therefore, their active 
and well-balanced participation in its leadership and work - which is now not 
always the case - would better correspond to the ecclesiastical realities of 
Europe, and more effectively help the ultimate goal of CEC, which is the 
promotion of Christian unity in this continent. - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "WCC Message on Death of Mozambique President" EPS 86.10.1154 


This message was sent by Todor Sabev, deputy general secretary of the World 
Council of Churches, to Mario da graca Machungo, prime minister of Mozambique. 


The World Council has learnt with shock and profound grief news about the 
death of President Samora Machel. We request you to convey to the people of 
Mozambique, and especially Mrs Grace Machel, as well as the families of all 
those killed in the plane crash, our deep-felt sympathy and condolence. 


The WCC recalls the admirable leadership that Samora Machel gave to the 
struggle for liberation of Mozambique, the inspiration he gave to millions who 
aspire for justice, and his untiring efforts for a better life for his 
people. His death is a grievous loss to Mozambique and to the southern 
African region as a whole at this time when the struggle against apartheid has 
reached its most crucial stage. 


The WCC, whose close association with the people of Mozambique goes back to 


the days of the liberation struggle assures them of its continuing support in 
their efforts to build a society of justice and dignity. It remembers all 


the people of Mozambique in its prayers at this time. - EPS 


ECUTEXT/ "Statement on Southern Africa" EPS 86.10.155 


This item was distributed (15 October) by the Program to Combat Racism of the 
Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 


As the emergency situation in South Africa worsens, it is critical that the 
church continues to demonstrate its support for the struggle for peace and 
justice on the side of the oppressed. The news blackout has prevented the 
world from knowing the details of South Africa's continued oppression and 
brutality against the blacks in South Africa. 


According to estimations of the South African Detainees' Parents Support 
Committee, a total of about 20,000 people, a third of them believed to be 
children, have been detained without charge since the declaration of a 
national state of emergency in June 1986. Half of the detainees are still 
being held by the police. 


The military occupation of the townships continues, with the military even 
being involved in the torturing of detainees such as ...the general secretary 
of the South[ern] African Catholic Bishops' Conference. The military has also 
been implicated in the torturing of children in townships. 


The recent revelations by the human-rights organization Black Sash on the 
suffering of children in South Africa have been confirmed by other credible 
South Africans involved in the struggle against apartheid. The world cannot 
sit silently by as children are being tortured and brutalized. It is a sin and 
a crime. The minister of law and order ... revealed in parliament that 2,016 
children under the age of 16 have been detained, and 209 were killed as a 
result of police action. The Black Sash statement says: "Children are 
intimidated, brutalized and often scared stiff. They are not safe in the 
streets or even in their homes. They are also learning to hold life cheaply." 


South Africa further continues its illegal occupation of Namibia and resists 
the implementation of UN Resolution 435 (1978), which would lead to free 
elections in the country. It terrorizes its people and uses the Namibian 
territory as a springboard for its acts of aggression against Angola. Both 
South Africa and its allies profit from this occupation by illegally 
exploiting Namibia's natural resources. 


In addition to the internal state terrorism, South Africa is also involved in 
intensifying its external aggressive behavior. Attacks against the Front Line 
States [near South Africa] are increasing, and both Zimbabwe and Mozambique 
have voiced concern about the build-up of South African troops on their 
borders. The recent raids into the Front Line States, the recorded [US]$10 
billion in damages to their economic infrastructures all testify to who is the 
perpetuator of violence in the southern Africa region. Pretoria is practising 
state terrorism every day and it is refusing to yield to international opinion 
that it should negotiate a peaceful solution to the problems in the region. 


The WCC has taken a most courageous stand in support of the struggle for 
justice and will continue to work for peace and feedom in this strife-torn 
region. The convening of the Harare meeting of church leaders which resulted 
in the Harare Declaration calling for comprehensive economic sanctions against 
South Africa [EPS 85.12.75], played a large part in the recent passing of 
sanctions by several members of the international community. We intend to 
maintain this pressure. Since the inception of the Special Fund [to Combat 
Racism], the WCC has, with the Harare Declaration, once again focused the 
world's attention on southern Africa and generated discussion and hopeful 
further positive action. - EPS 
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SHOPTALK (53/33) 


EPS coverage plans* (date of mailing* in parentheses): 

First International Consultation on Justice, Peace, and Integrity of 
Creation (17 November) 

World Consultation on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (25 
November, 3 December)** 

meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 
(19,22,26 January)** 
*Coverage by telex or telephone to meet earlier deadlines, and coverage 
tailored to particular audiences, is available on request. 
*kInformation for journalists who wish to cover this meeting in person is 
available from WCC/Thérése Pache, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A report on the visit of WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro to Finland 
(9-13 October), is available from EPS. It was prepared by Anneli Janhonen of 
the Information Centre of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland. 


Namibia Communications Centre, an ecumenical information office in London 
(phone: 01/833 2905; telex: 8950511, attn-Namibia) has stories available on 
"Namibian children tortured and village terrorised by South African soldiers," 
and on a legal challenge by three bishops to the dusk-to-dawn curfew in 


Namibia [EPS 86.10.16]. 


Situation reports on effects of Typhoon Peggy on southern China (no.2, 30 
October), and on relief and rehabilitation efforts in Mozambique (no. 6, 27 
October) are available from the WCC inter-church aid commission (WCC/CICARWS, 
Box 66, CH-121l Geneva 20). Also available is an announcement of an increase, 
from 150,000 to 200,000 US dollars, in an ecumenical appeal in the wake of 
floods in India (30 September). ; 


EPS 86.08.63 will be superseded by a more detailed item. In EPS 86.10.122, 
delete "the WCC and" in the second line of the final paragraph. In EPS 
86.10.121, make it Susannah Telewoda (instead of Susanna Telewona) in line 
two of the next-to-last paragraph. In 86.10.145, insert Hakim between Abdul 
and Tabibi in the final line. In EPS 86.10.01, note that Bakwesega (the 
last in the list of nine appointments) will not be taking up that job after 
als. Also, change the name of the new associate director for income 
coordination to Teny Pirri-Simonian; her post with the MECC is her previous 
(not current) job. In EPS 86.10.121, add World Methodist Council to the 
list of Christian World Communions in the third-from-last paragraph. 


The new (October) issue of Ecumenical Review, a WCC quarterly, has as its 


theme "Sharing in Community." A copy is available from WCC Publications, Box 
66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


If you ask to be on the list, EPS headlines will be telexed to you. We 
pay for that. You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for 
that. Usual EPS deadlines are Tuesdays at 0800 GMT. However, the following 
are the deadlines (always at 0800 GMT) through mid January: Friday, 14 
November; Monday, 1 December; Thursday, 4 December; Monday, 8 December; 
Wednesday, 14 January. EPS printing: this issue, 7 November; next issue, 17 
November. EPS appears about 35 times a year. 


ANGLICAN-LUTHERAN GROUP: MINISTRY Ecumenical Press 


DOCTRINE CHIEF THEOLOGICAL BARRIER Service 86.11.01 
WIMBLEDON (England) - The first meeting (here, 13-17 October) of the 


Anglican-Lutheran International Continuation Committee concluded that the 
doctrine of ordained ministry, particularly the ministry of bishops, is the 
chief theological barrier between the two Christian communions. 


The issue is to be addressed at a consultation next year (24 September-3 
October), and the committee formulated six groups of questions for it: 


- How was episcopé (oversight in the church) exercised in the New Testament 
and the early church? How did it relate to mission? 


- What is the mission of the church in the next century? What is its 
prophetic role? 


- How is episcopé related to the ministry of all Christians? 


- What needs to be reformed in Anglicans' and Lutherans' expressions of 
episcopé? 


- What can Anglicans and Lutherans do together in episcopé? How can they 
“initiate and enable the joint exercise of episcopé as a gradual process"? 


- How can attainable goals for common mission be formulated? 


The committee cited Tanzania, Canada, US, Europe, India, and Australia as 
areas where "highly significant steps are being taken ... to promote 
ever-increasing closeness of [Anglican-Lutheran] relationships. + a We Te 
listed eight groups of tasks "on the way towards realization of the goal of 
full communion". - EPS 


CANTERBURY REVIEWS RELATIONS Ecumenical Press 
BETWEEN ANGLICANS, REFORMED Service 86.11.02 
GENEVA - In a lecture in the church here (31 October) where 16th-century 


church reformer Jean Calvin often taught, Archbishop of Canterbury Robert 
Runcie, first among Anglican bishops, said Anglicans “have the utmost respect" 
for Calvin and the Reformed tradition, "of which we too are part heirs. 


"But with Calvin himself", he added, "we do not want any one theological 
system to be the touchstone of orthodoxy. Nor [do we want] any one way of 
ordering the church to be the litmus test of churchly character". 


Runcie said a "history of misunderstanding ... has hindered the development of 
better relations between Anglicans and the Reformed" since the 17th century. 
He noted that Anglicans and Reformed (and other traditions) have united in 
India (and Pakistan and Bangladesh), but that unity plans involving Anglicans 
and Reformed have failed in Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Ghana, Tanzania, 
South Africa, Sri Lanka, and England. 


He called the report of the recent international theological conversations 
between Anglicans and Reformed "amongst the most important of recent results 
of the ecumenical movement"’. He said the search for Christian unity "cannot 
be conceived as an exclusively doctrinal task. ... In the end", he observed, 
Christian unity must encompass something of the precious insights of the other 
world faiths, if it is indeed to be a sign of the unity of the whole of 
humanity." - EPS 


'BREAKTRHOUGH' SEEN Ecumenical Press 


IN BAPTIST DISPUTE Service 86.11.03 
GLORIETA (New Mexico/US) - The presidents of the six seminaries of the 


Southern Baptist Convention, the second-largest US denomination, have 
announced a plan to help bring peace in their churchbody. 


Their plan - including three philosphical statements and seven "commitments" —- 
was announced during a prayer retreat (20-21 October) at the Baptist 
conference centre here, attended by the presidents, executives of SBC 
agencies, and members of the SBC Peace Committee, appointed in 1985. Its 
report is expected next April. 


The presidents say they are “aware that we are perceived to be at the heart of 
the controversy" because, some people charge, some seminary teachers are too 
liberal. They "repudiate every theory of religion which denies the 
supernatural elements in our faith". They call the miracles in the Bible 
"historical evidence of God's judgment, love, and redemption", and say the 66 
books of the Bible itself are "fully inspired ... not errant in any area of 
reality", with "infallible power and binding authority". 


The six also “reaffirm our seminary confessional statements", and promise to 
"enforce compliance by the persons signing them". They say they "will foster 
in our classrooms a balanced, scholarly frame of reference for presenting 
fairly the entire spectrum of scriptural interpretations represented by our 
constituency". i 


Moreover, they “respect the convictions of all Southern Baptists", and 
"repudiate the caricature and intimidation of persons for their theological 
beliefs". They pledge "fairness in selecting faculty, lecturers, and chapel 
speakers across the theological spectrum of our Baptist constituency". 


The 22-member Peace Committee voted 19-0 to affirm the presidents’ plan. SBC 
President Adrian Rogers, who has been among outspoken opponents of 
"liberalism" in the denomination, called it a "courageous" action, "a 
significant breakthrough". Peace Committee Chairman Charles Fuller said it 
was "a crucial statement which provides great promise for breaking through the 
logjam". 


The committee voted also to end discussions it has been having with three of 
the seminaries because of questions raised about teaching there. Those are to 
be left for their administration and trustees to deal with. 


However, one member of the committee, Cecil Sherman, pastor of a congregation 
in Fort Worth (Texas), was deliberately absent for the vote on the presidents' 
plan. He later resigned from the committee and predicting that what the 
presidents have done “will satisfy for a season, but fundamentalists will ask 


for more concessions from our educators. In the end, serious theological 
education will wither." 


Sherman said the committee was helping SBC "fundamentalists" get what they 
want by accepting their premise that SBC seminaries are "drifting into/towards 
liberalism". As a result, the committee "became one agent to bring pressure 
to bear on our seminaries". (The presidents said their "commitments" were 
unilateral" and “at our own initiative".) 


Sherman said his premise was different - that SBC seminaries are "conservative 
by any normal use of the word" and “responsive to the constituency". He said 


he “cannot be part of" a process in which "the way to make peace is to help 
fundamentalists toward their ends". - EPS pres 


French church leaders on Christians in USSR EPS 86.11.04 
PARIS - Three French Christian leaders - Jean Vilnet, president of the 
conference of Roman Catholic bishops; Metropolitan Meletios, president of the 
committee of Eastern Orthodox bishops; and Jacques Maury, president of the 
Protestant Federation - released (22 October) a letter they sent to the head 
of the Soviet government's religious-affairs council. They say French 
Christians are concerned about anti-Christian material in the Soviet media. 
Citing the Soviet constitution, the three ask the council to "prevent all 
"incitement to hostility’ towards believers". - EPS 


SA church council reacts to Machel's death EPS 86.11.05 
JOHANNESBURG - Reacting to the death last month in a plane crash in South 


Africa of Mozambique President Samora Machel, General Secretary C.F. Beyers 
Naudé of the South African Council of Churches said that “in view of the 
widely accepted belief within and outside South Africa that South Africa is 
implicated in one way or another" in the crash, "we call on the ... government 
of South Africa to refrain from any assistance to ... any destablising force 
[in Mozambique], and to assist the people and government of Mozambique in word 
and deed in their efforts to achieve peace and stability for their country and 
the southern African region." - EPS 


Methodists reconsidering inc lusive-language rule for ordination EPS 86.11.06 
DENVER (Colorado/US) - The ministry board of the Rocky Mountain Annual 


[regional] Conference of the United Methodist Church is reconsidering its new 
rule that candidates for ordination must use "inclusive language'' when 
referring to God [EPS 86.10.142]. The board's decision follows protest in the 
wake of media reports about the rule, which requires "all candidates ... to 
use inclusive language both in reference to the deity and to persons in all 
written and oral communications with the board." - EPS 


International Christian Media Conference meets EPS 86.11.07 
AMSTERDAM - About 500 Christian communicators from about 75 countries gathered 
near here for an International Christian Media Conference (13-17 October). 
With the theme "partners in communication", conference planners looked towards 
a "single fellowship of Christian communicators around the world". About half 
the participants were from Europe and North America, the rest from Africa, 
Asia (especially India), the Pacific and Latin America. The meeting involved 
both church and para-church communicators, Christians in secular media, and 

evangelical, mainstream, and ecumenical groups such as the Lutheran World 
Federation and the World Association for Christian Communication. During the 
meeting, three global Christian radio organizations - Trans World Radio, Far 
East Broadcasting, and HCJB - presented their joint venture in broadcasting, 
"World By 2000". Follow-up to the conference may be organized as_ the 
International Christian Media Consortium. - EPS 


"Food curriculum' for Africa EPS 86.11.08 
LIMURU (Kenya) - At a workshop on food and hunger in Africa (here, 5-11 


October), about three dozen participants related to the Association of 
Christian Lay Centres in Africa considered a "food curriculum" and program 
action for such centres. Participants came from 12 African countries 
(Cameroon, Ethiopia, Kenya, Malawi, Tanzania, Zambia, Egypt, Ghana, Lesotho, 
South Africa, Uganda, Zimbabwe). - EPS 


New seminary in China EPS, 86.11.09 
GUANGZHOU (China) - The 10th, two-year theological seminary in China opened 
since 1980 under auspices of the China Christian Council has begun operations 


here with 34 students. - EPS 


Papua New Guinea delays tv broadcasts _ EPS 86.11.10 
PORT MORESBY (Papua New Guinea) - Prime Minister Paias Wingti of Papua New 
Guinea has announced a delay in beginning tv broadcasts. "Our cultures and 
languages are simply too precious for us to allow television to operate in 
Papua New Guinea without strict policy guidelines", Wingti said. An 
ecumenical position paper on tv broadcasting urges that "the interests of the 
people in PNG are given priority over any political, commercial, or sectional 
interests" in decisions about tv. - EPS 


South African dean says congregations resist pressure EPS 86.11.11 
GENEVA. - T. Simon Farisani, dean of the Devhula/Lebowa circuit of the 


Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa, says that despite government 
pressure to replace the circuit's leaders, all of its 121 congregations have 
rallied to its support. Farisani, who was arrested and tortured some years 


ago, said government harassment of his ministry and others' continues. - EPS 


US Lutherans urge ‘greatest caution' on interfaith worship EPS 86.11.12 
NEW YORK - A five-page document approved by the theological studies division 
of the Lutheran Council in the USA urges "greatest caution" in interfaith 
worship. The document offers four questions to be faced when Christians 
consider worshipping with people of other faiths. The considerations include 
whether Christians would be “able to represent our faith with integrity to 
fellow worshippers", whether Christian “faith claims" would be believed by 
non-Christians, whether Christians would be "able to be honest about our faith 

not hiding or suppressing part of it", and whether Christians "will be 
truly confessing our faith in such worship". - EPS 


Subversion charges dropped against Boesak EPS 86.11.13 
PRETORIA - Charges of subversion against South African theologian Allan 


Boesak, moderator of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church, and president of the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches, have been dropped. This means all 
changes facing Boesak have now been withdrawn by the government. — EPS 


Less government involvement proposed in Swedish church affairs EPS 86.11.14 
UPPSALA - A special committee report on relations between the state and the 


[Lutheran] Church of Sweden (SK) proposes that the government no longer 
exercise any discretionary power regarding the appointment of SK pastors. A 
major thrust of the paper is that parishes should be more closely related to 
each other in a kind of “structure-of-acting-together". Many of the proposals 
are expected to be in operation by 1989. — EPS 


Swedish Lutherans appoint first ‘peace priest’ EPS 86.11.15 
UPPSALA - Swedish Lutheran Archbishop Bertil Werkstrém has appointed a "peace 
priest". Besides having some parish responsibilities here, Elisabeth Gerle 
will also be paid for "full-time peace work". As another aspect of its peace 
work, the Church of Sweden is to set up special boxes in church buildings, 
post offices, banks, schools, and government buildings where people may put 
suggestions about what the church should do in connection with peace issues. 
In addition, there are now about 600 church peace counsellors in Sweden. — EPS 


London bishop defies colleagues; confirms in Oklahoma EPS 86.11.16 
BROKEN ARROW (Oklahoma/US) - Though he was strongly urged not to by both US 
and English Anglican bishops [EPS 86.09.28, 10.53], Graham Leonard, Anglican 
Bishop of London, confirmed 21 members of an Anglican parish here whose priest 
has been removed from the clergy roster of the [US-based, Anglican] Episcopal 
Church, and whose vestry (parish council) has been suspended. The removed 
priest, John Pasco, is strongly critical of "secular humanism" and "social 
liberalism" in the Episcopal Church. Leonard says the parish is no longer 


part of the Episcopal Church, and so its bishops have nothing to say about 
what he does there. - EPS 


Ecumenical Helsinki follow-up in Austria EPS 86.11.17 
VIENNA - A joint commission of the Ecumenical Council of Churches and the 


Roman Catholic bishops of Austria worked in connection with the Conference on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe, which began here 4 November. Besides 
publishing information about religious freedom and church-state relations in 
Austria, the commission is sponsoring an ecumenical service at the Roman 
Catholic cathedral here (17 November) to which all CSCE delegates were 
invited. The council includes Old Catholic, Anglican, Oriental Orthodox (3), 
Eastern Orthodox (5), Lutheran, Methodist, and Reformed jurisdictions. - EPS 


Vatican document; homosexuality is ‘intrinsic moral evil' EPS 86.11.18 
ROME - A new, 14-page Vatican document urges bishops to take a firmer stand 


against the "intrinsic moral evil" of homosexuality. The document also says 
that homosexual activists seek to change church doctrine through "deceitful 
propaganda" and by "misleading" well-meaning priests. In a news conference in 
the US, representatives of church-related homosexual groups criticized the 
document as directed against widespread pastoral practices in the US. - EPS 


Zululand council of churches opposes sanctions on SA EPS 86.11.19 
JOHANNESBURG - The Zululand Council of Churches, a group in Kwa Zulu, the 


South African homeland whose chief minister is Mangosuthu Buthelezi, says it 
opposes any form of economic sanctions or disinvestment as ways of combating 
apartheid (race separation) in South Africa. ZCC members include Roman 
Catholics, Anglicans, Methodists, and Reformed (Presbyterians). Buthelezi 
also opposes sanctions. - EPS 


Kenya bans open-air religious meetings without permit EPS 86.11.20 
NAIROBI - In Kenya, open-air meetings of more than five people require a 
government permit. Now, an exemption for religious meetings has been 


removed. Africa Church Information Service reports (3 November) reaction to 
the decision has been mixed, some charging that the government is "encroaching 
on ... liberties enshrined in the country's constitution", others saying it is 
long overdue because freedom of worship has been abused. Said a government 
official: "Some of our churches preach against the hospitalisation of the 
sick, [and] eating nutritious food; and [they] insult the very government 
which gurantees the kind of religious freedom hardly enjoyed elsewhere on the 
continent. Some church members even refuse to obtain national identity 
cards." The permit requirement is another in a recent series of actions and 
announcements which have heightened church-state tension here [EPS 86.10.40]. 
However, ACIS notes, major Kenyan church leaders may consider it a "blessing 
in disguise, taking into account that in their sermons, most of the affected 
street preachers have repeatedly castigated established churches" and 
attracted many "disgruntled church followers". - EPS 


Latin American church council protests US position BPS +86. 141,21 
QUITO (Ecuador) - President Federico Pagura (the Methodist bishop of 


Argentina) and General Secretary Felipe Adolf of the Latin American Council of 
Churches (CLAL) have protested the US veto last month of a UN Security Council 
resolution calling on the US to abide by a World Court ruling against its 
activities in Nicaragua. The CLAI statement says the veto is a "new sign of 
the belligerent and aggressive will" of the US government, "and of the 
alarming deterioration of its moral conscience". - EPS 


US Pentecostal reps in dialogue with ecumenical Christians EPS1 $8 Gel lw 22 
PASADENA (California/US) - Under the auspices of the [US] National Council of 
Churches, a three-day dialogue involving Pentecostal, Roman Catholic and 
NCC-member church participants took place at Fuller Seminary (here, 22-24 
October). According to an NCC report, "formal critiques and open-forum 
discussions revealed the delicate nature" of this "new dialogue. ... Although 
some came with predetermined agendas, many came to listen and learn". - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Message from the Conference of European Churches" EPS 86.11.23 


This message was sent to the church in Europe by the Ninth Assembly of the 
Conference of European Churches, which met in September in Scotland [EPS 
86.09.19]. 


... Our continent and our world are not truly at peace and our churches are 
not yet truly one. Terror, injustice, pollution and the threat of war give 
us and our children cause to be afraid. As Jesus wept over Jerusalem, he 
weeps over our cities. Our nations threaten each other with costly weapons 
of mass destruction while children die of hunger. There is no certainty that 
our civilization will survive to the beginning of the third millenium of 
Christian history. 


God's glory is also made manifest in God's judgment. We who bear Christ's 
name share fully in the guilt of a world that has been brought to the edge of 
destruction. Yet the God who calls us to be peacemakers is a God of 
forgiveness and hope, of life and light. It is not too late to repent. 
Peace, with justice for the world's poor, is possible. We will not give way 
to the sin of despair. 


We pledge ourselves and the churches to work with all who are prepared to 
break down barriers of fear and distrust, to move from cold war to warm peace, 
from hostile co-existence to co-operative co-existence. In many men and 
women who do not know Christ we recognise the wisdom and the love of God. 


We also pledge ourselves and our churches to support all practical proposals 
to end and, step by step, to reverse the arms race and especially the nuclear 
arms race, threatening, at vast cost, even to move into space. We believe 
that nothing can justify the continued testing and development of nuclear 
weapons. The time to stop is now. 


In our conference we have honoured the vision of common security expressed in 
the life and thought of Olof Palme, so tragically murdered. That vision 
gives political reality to the command of our Lord to love our enemies. When 
it is understood that the needs of our opponents are also our needs, and our 
needs also theirs, the enmity begins to be overcome. We pray for the leaders 
of the nations that they may be given wisdom, patience, and the courage to 
take risks for peace and make sacrifices for justice. 


We encourage ... support to the convening of an ecumenical peace assembly 
embracing the churches in all the signatory states of the Helsinki Final 
Act. We believe this will bring closer the day when Christians will speak 
with one voice to a world crying out for peace. Such a meeting would, we 
hope, promote the necessary dialogue between pacifists and non-pacifists. 
May it bring nearer the day when our young people will no longer be called 
upon to learn the skills of war. May all who are called to military service 
by their nation seek God's will and be given strength to do that will. 


... We do not forget the many other burdens borne by people in the communities 
from which we come, both inside and outside our churches: the suffering of 
broken families, the loneliness of many in the concrete jungles of our cities, 
the brokenness of the victims of alcohol and drugs and, through it all, the 
cry of the human soul for meaning and for love. 


Christ, through his church, offers his life to all people. He calls us at 
this time of scepticism, doubt, and disillusion to rediscover the nature of 


our mission. May Christians from other continents with whom we have bread to 
share bring back to us the riches of the faith that once was taken from our 
shores to theirs .... — EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Joint Statement on WHO-WCC Meeting" EPS 86.11.24 


This item was released to mark a meeting (4 November) between Emilio Castro, 
general secretary of the World Council of Churches, and Halfdan Mahler, 
director general of the World Health Organization. Mahler and Castro urged 
church leaders in all countries to "review critically their current 
performance in improving the health of people, to focus on long-term health 
development needs as part of socio-economic development, on the the ethical 
challenge of health for all by the year 2000, and on primary health care in 
its fullest meaning as the key to attaining that goal. 


The World Health Organization and the World Council of Churches share a common 
conviction that health is much more than the absence of disease; rather it is 
a dynamic state of physical, mental, spiritual and social well-being which 
results when people live in harmony with their environment and with each other. 


Furthermore, they share a mutual commitment to the achievement of health for 
all as a basic human right, a commitment which is embodied in their promotion 
and support of health systems based on primary health care. 


Since 1974, the two organizations have maintained regular contact in order to 
coordinate their efforts in support of their member governments on the one 
hand, and member churches on the other. 


During their discussions ... [Mahler and Castro] reviewed the measures being 
taken in order to attain the global goal of Health for All by the Year 2000. 
They expressed grave concern on three issues, each fundamental to. the 
development of effective primary health care. 


Firstly, gross inequities in health and health care are receiving insufficient 
attention. Within many countries it is possible to identify groups of the 
population whose health is particularly bad because of their unrelieved 
exposure to the ravages of poverty and long-term deprivation. 


On the same basis, there are still 36 countries in the world, the so-called 
least developed, whose desperate poverty condemns a majority of their citizens 
to perpetual ill health and a limited life span. 


In these days of global economic uncertainty there is also evidence that 
national economic adjustment policies designed to cope with the global crisis 
have, of themselves, adversely affected people's health. 


As always, it is the least developed among developing countries and the 
poorest, most vulnerable groups within countries who have been shown to be 
most at risk from such policies. 


The response of the international community still focuses too much on donating 
charity to ensure survival in the short-term, to the detriment of long-term 
development needs. 


Secondly, a simplistic, selective approach to health problems has emerged in 
certain quarters, perhaps stemming from frustration at the long-term, 
multidimensional, holistic nature of the real struggle that health improvement 
demands. 


The symbiotic effect of better nutrition, better sanitation, better education, 
and housing, as well as basic but essential health care, is sometimes 
forgotten in favour of a concentration on reducing mortality from a few 
specific diseases. 
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Thirdly, quite insufficient progress has been made in allowing people to take 
their own health into their own hands. 


In all countries the nature of the prevalent health problems is such that 
certain essential activities can be undertaken by ordinary people in their own 
homes. 


This is true whether we talk of oral rehydration fluid to prevent fatal 
diarrhoea in an infant or social support in the form of friendly human contact 
for the isolated, depressed, alcohol-dependent inhabitant of the industrial 


city. 


In spite of the overwhelming evidence of the need for health workers to inform 
people about what is important for their health and impart to them skills they 
are capable of applying themselves, over-medicalisation of health remains an 
obstacle in many countries. ... 


The spiritual and social dimensions of health need to be strongly re- 
emphasized and the operational implications made clear. 


One important implication is the need to do much more to change the training 
of health workers, particularly doctors, to ensure that they can break out of 
the medical mould and provide the broader skills and support which are 
essential to enable people to take greater responsibility for their own health. 


More emphasis should be placed on improving the organization of health systems. 


In this respect it is time to concentrate on manageable geographical entities, 
often called districts, and build up their infrastructure so as to create more 
or less self-sufficient, district health systems based on primary health care. 


It is units such as these, close to where people live, which offer a golden 
opportunity for government and church health services to join forces in a 
coordinated pursuit of national health for all strategies. 


They also pose a challenge to all first referral hospitals to expand their 
role to include activities in the communities outside their walls. ... 


[WHO and WCC] will combine resources in helping governments and 
non-governmental organizations to work together in pursuit of health for all. 


Strengthening of district health systems will form the operational strategy in 
this regard. 


Particular emphasis will be placed on supporting primary health care in the 
least developed countries and on finding ways of meeting the needs of the most 


deprived in countries where there are gross inequities in health and health 
care. 


In response to the widespread problem of alcohol and drug abuse, a new joint 
programme of action will be developed. 


Finally, strong support for WHO's. strategy on Essential Drugs will be 
vigorously sustained. - EPS 


 _—— 


ECUTEXT: "WCC Christmas Message" EPS;\86...11...25 


This message for Christmas from General Secretary Emilio Castro of the World 
Council of Churches was translated from the Spanish by the WCC language 
service. 


"Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace, good will towards men.' 
"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.' 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 


The year that is ending has been designated the year of peace by the United 
Nations Organization. A quick panoramic view of the world tells us how far 
we are from eliminating the scourge of war in relations between nations and 
peoples. 


For us Christians, concern for peace is not a response to political planning 
or decisions by assemblies. Rather it is centred in the very heart of our 
faith, in the affirmation that God was in Christ, breaking down all the 
barriers that separate human beings, reconciling them and their Creator, and 
thus providing us with the foundation for every kind of reconciliation among 
the peoples. 


Christmas, in the angels' song, invites us to celebrate the 'glory of God in 
the highest' and to devote ourselves passionately and hopefully to proclaiming 
God's peace and God's good will towards humanity. 


Jesus Christ recognized the ministry of peace as one of God's great 
blessings: 'The peacemakers will be called the children of God'. 


As we gather in our homes or meet in our services and liturgical celebrations 
to remember what Christmas is about, let us focus our attention this year on 
the message of peace and the promise of its achievement and on the call to be 
peacemakers which is properly ours. 


On different occasions throughout this year we have called on the churches to 
pray for peace and justice in specific situations, such as South Africa or 
Central America, but also to pray for peace in general, particularly too for 
understanding among the great powers. 


We must persevere in this ministry of prayer. 
"If the Lord does not build the house, they labour in vain that build it.' 


If peace does not come from the presence of the Holy Spirit illuminating minds 
and softening hearts, it will be very difficult to conquer the ideological 
barriers which are today hardening points of view and shutting off the 
possibilities for agreement. 


Let us pray for those who govern the great powers; let us pray for the 
peoples of those lands; let us be with the churches of the Soviet Union and 
the United States of America in their purpose of proclaiming a call to peace 
for their respective nations: 


But let us also pray for the local conflicts where opposing factions are 
trying to find a solution to their differences by means of fratricidal wars: 
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And how could we fail to include in our prayers the whole southern part of 
Africa, the wars in Sudan and Ethiopia, the fratricidal struggles in the 
Middle East, the agonizing conflict between Iran and Iraq, and the battles 
raging in Afghanistan and Kampuchea? 


There is no doubt that from your own national standpoints you can include in 
this list other specific situations which in our desperation we must put 
before God, praying, 'O Lord, grant us peace: 


Our prayers, however, must be accompanied by a clear proclamation: Peace is 
possible. God in Christ has already overcome the great barriers. We cannot 
accept that war and hatred should be the way to solve human conflicts or 
disagreements. 


To affirm peace is itself a contribution to its achievement in history. But 
we can do more. We can maintain contacts with peoples and human groups 
represented as being our enemies; we can show that ecumenical solidarity 
among the churches enables us to overcome the conflicts dividing our nations 
and to place ourselves everywhere in the service of peace and reconciliation. 


We can avoid identifying the other with the devil, and using religious 
convictions to increase the burden of hatred; and on the other hand, from our 
contemplation of the cross of Jesus Christ, we can abandon our claims to 
superiority and accept each other as sinners looking for forgiveness, brothers 
and sisters looking for reconciliation. 


The increasing armaments race invites us to proclaim more vigorously than ever 
that peace is possible and that through constructive non-violence there are 
many possibilities for overcoming prevailing injustices. 


Faced with the madness of a world that is capable of self-destruction, let us 
affirm the madness of the cross, of non-violence, of turning the other cheek, 
of the outstretched hand, of faith that God does still reign: 


Let us look at the child of Bethlehem, the bearer of the hopes and dreams and 
promises of God for all humanity! 


And in contemplating him, let us make it possible for the Holy Spirit to 
generate in each one of us a relationship of love towards our neighbour, and 


to open up our imagination and our understanding in the search for approaches 
to peace! 


Yours fraternally in Jesus Christ, 


ECUVIEW: "The Church and Irian Jayan Refugees" EPS 86.11.26 


This item is excerpted from the lead article in the July/August issue of 
"Refugees", newsletter of the Refugee Service of the World Council of Churches 
(Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20). Irian Jaya is the part of Indonesia next to 
Papua New Guinea. 


In early 1984, the government of Papua New Guinea was confronted with the 


unprecedented arrival of thousands of Irian Jayans. The Irian Jayans asked 
for protection and assistance, claiming they were fleeing a troubled political 
Situation in their country. The numbers grew to 8-10,000 refugees who 


settled along the 800 kilometre densely-forested border in 17 camps. 


The remote location of the camps, all but one accessible only by small plane, 
has made the provision of relief and food extremely difficult. But even more 
difficult than the delivery of relief has been the question of the future of 
these refugees. 


The governments of Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, and Australia are all worried 
about the impact of the refugees on their foreign policies in the region. 
The churches in the region, all concerned about the refugees, are sensitive to 
the political issues involved. The complexity of the situation requires 
careful analysis and sensitive response. ... 


The churches in both PNG and Indonesia are concerned about the refugees. 
Many of the refugees are Christians. Some, with the help of mission and 
relief organizations, have built their own churches. 


The Evangelical Christian Church of West Irian, which joined the World Council 
of Churches in 1967, is the largest denomination in Irian Jaya. At the camp 
in Vanimo they are a majority of the refugees. 


At present the Lutheran, Anglican, and Roman Catholic churches in PNG are 
ministering to the refugees and in 1984 CICARWS issued an appeal for funds to 
support the work of the local churches. 


Contacts between the churches in Indonesia and PNG only began in 1984 and in 
September-October of that year the churches of Indonesia made a goodwill visit 
to PNG, including visits to the border regions. 


In December 1984 a workshop was held to determine what the churches can do for 
border-crossers. Contacts between the churches in the region have steadily 
increased. Representatives from ... [the] Evangelical Christian Church in 
West Irian visited the Australian Council of Churches in August/September 1985. 


In November 1985 a tripartite meeting of the Melanesian Council of Churches, 
the Communion of Churches in Indonesia (PGI), and the Australian Council of 
Churches recommended the establishment of a standing committee of the three 
councils. 


The first meeting of this Standing Committee took place in Port Moresby in 
February of this year while the second meeting in July addressed the subject 
of "The Ministry of the Churches in Facing the Needs of the Border Crossers". 


This tripartite standing committee endorsed the importance and urgency of 
pastoral ministry to the people in the border camps as an expression of 
Christian solidarity. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/S. Wesley Ariarajah: "Interfaith Dialogue: Looking Ahead" EPS 86.11.27 


Ariarajah is director for interfaith dialogue at the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches. This item is excerpted from his report to the July 
meeting of the WCC Dialogue Working Group. 


... In the early years, those who were suspicious of dialogue had put the 
[wcc] Sub-Unit [on Dialogue] very much on the defensive, challenging it to 
define and redefine the term “dialogue and to answer the many questions 
raised by them. The sub-unit was under much pressure to state and define its 


goals. 


Much patient and scholarly work was done by those who led the work of the 
sub-unit to allay the fears and to win the support of churches for the 
Dialogue programme. Even though theological questions were raised from the 
very beginning we were nowhere near to being able to take them on with the 
seriousness they deserved. 


One of the major achievements of the sub-unit is that the question of 
relationship of other faiths has been removed from being primarily a 
missiological question into a larger theological issue. The [sub-unit's] 
Theological Discoveries Study [EPS 86.08.108] is certainly an indicator of 
this development. For here we go even beyond theology of religions to 
challenge our theological tradition to look at its own work in the light of 
religious pluralism. 


We should recognize, however, that we are but at a beginning, and much more 
work will need to be done by many in all parts of the world before Christian 
theology and life can come to terms with this reality. There is no doubt, 
however, that this challenge and the response to it will mark a basic shift in 
the development of the Christian theological tradition. 


Precisely because of this development, some of the issues that we had 
considered earlier have now come under sharper focus. To give an example, we 
have been able to maintain that dialogue is not contrary to Christian witness 
or to mission understood in a board sense. 


But what of evangelism ? One of the questions being raised is whether 
Christians have the responsibility to invite, in all humility, persons of 
other faiths to follow Christ and to become members of an identifiable 
Christian community. 


Similarly, questions related to worship have become much more pronounced. How 
do Christians respond when they are called to pray with people of another 
tradition and in another name ? It is not intended that we should seek to 
take up or answer these questions here. 


All that I want to point out is that hitherto we have been able to give 
answers in currencies of large denomination. Now people are looking for 
answers in small change! We should face this task with faith and humility, 
for we can never lose sight of the pastoral dimensions of these issues. 


... I believe that we are now entering a stage in which we should challenge 
our partners in dialogue to take more initiatives for dialogue. It was 
important and natural that we took most of the early initiatives on dialogues, 
but I believe that at least a section of the Christian community has 
demonstrated its good faith sufficiently enough to be able to require of our 
neighbours that they also take active initiatives for dialogue and also do the 


needful to prepare their communities, where necessary, to relate to religious 
pluralism. ... ~ EPS 
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EPS coverage plans (date of mailing in parentheses): 
World Consultation on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (25 
November, 3 December) 
meeting of the Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 
(19,22,26 January) 
Coverage by telex or telephone to meet earlier deadlines, and coverage 
tailored to particular audiences, are available on request. Information for 
journalists who wish to cover in person is available from WCC/Therese Pache, 
Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


A report on the visit of WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro to Finland 
(9-13 October), is available from EPS. It was prepared by Anneli Janhonen of 
the Information Centre of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland. 


Namibia Communications Centre, an ecumenical information office in London 
(Box 286, London WC1X OEL; phone: 01/833 2905; telex: 8950511, attn-Namibia) 
has the following stories available: 

"priest Call for Enquiry into South African Police Conduct" 

"Namibian Lawyers Use Rights Bill to Challenge South Africa” 

"Namibia Council of Churches Continues to Challenge South Africa” 

"Church Hospital Workers Raped by South African Soldiers" 

“Government Cuts Aid to Schools Serving Poor Namibians" 


Chile: A copy of the report of the ecumenical delegation which visited 
Chile, and of the letter to the Chilean president from the Confraternity of 
Christian Churches in Chile (EPS 86.11.28), is available from wcc/Charles 
Harper, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. The report includes five sections: a 
biblical and theological perspective, general aspects of the national 
situation, situation of the church in Chile, human rights in Chile, conclusion. 


Situation reports on effects of Typhoon Peggy on southern China (no.2, 30 
October), and on relief and rehabilitation efforts in Mozambique (no. 6, 27 
October) are available from the WCC inter-church aid commission (WCC/CICARWS, 
Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20). Also available is an announcement of an increase, 
from 150,000 to 200,000 US dollars, in an ecumenical appeal in the wake of 

floods in India (30 September). 


EPS 86.08.63 will be superseded by a more detailed item. 


Photos of some people injured in a land mine explosion in Nicaragua last 
month (EPS 86.10.143) are available from EPS. They were supplied by Cepad, 
the Nicaraguan ecumenical aid agency. 


The Mennonite World Conference has a new address: 465 Gundersen Drive (200), 
Carol Stream, Illinois 60188 USA. 


The new (October) issue of Ecumenical Review, a WCC quarterly, has as its 


theme "Sharing in Community". A copy is available from WCC Publications, Box 
66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


If you ask to be on the list, EPS headlines will be telexed to you. We 


pay for that. You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for 
that. 


Usual EPS deadlines are Tuesdays at 0800 GMT. However, the following are 
the deadlines (always at 0800 GMT) through mid January: Monday, 1 December; 
Thursday, 4 December; Wednesday, 14 January; Friday, 16 January. 


EPS printing: this issue, 17 November; next issue, 24 November. EPS appears 
about 35 times a year. 


INTERNATIONAL CHURCH Ecumenical Press 
TEAM IN CHILE VISIT Service 86.11.28 


SANTIAGO - A\ four-person team made a pastoral visit to Chile (28 October- 
2 November) on behalf of the World Council of Churches, at the invitation of 
the Christian Fellowship of Churches of Chile. 


The team said it came to “assure them [the churches of Chile] of the WCC's 
solidarity with them in the very difficult period their country is traversing, 
with a state of siege and, to judge from what we have been told and much of 
what we have seen, considerable social malaise and suffering for the people". 


The visitors noted the open letter (29 August) by the fellowship to Chilean 
President Augusto Pinochet. Calling for a restoration of democracy, it refers 
to “a serious deterioration in living conditions which has led to considerable 
discontent among the people."' It adds that in the absence of the normal 
channels by which the people can express their views, the justice the people 
desire is also absent. 


The visitors spoke of Chileans who "love their country and want it to know a 
new era of justice, democracy, and respect for life in the widest sense. 
Their concerns spring not only from a human longing for peace and justice, but 
are founded in the Christian faith itself.'' They said the "ecumenical 
Christian world" is "deeply interested in the course of events in Chile, and 
is especially concerned about the violation of human rights, about which the 
delegation received extensive reports". 


The WCC team included John Sinclair (Presbyterian Church [USA]), Hermann 
Brandt (Evangelical [United, Reformed, Lutheran] Church in [West Berlin and 
West] Germany), Carlos Cunha (United Presbyterian Church of Brazil), and 
Eugene Stockwell (United Methodist Church, WCC director for world mission and 
evangelism). - EPS 


RESPONSES TO BEM Ecumenical Press 
BEING EVALUATED Service 86.11.29 


VENICE - About two dozen people met here (23-28 October) for a first overview 
and evaluation of reactions to the theological convergence document, "Baptism, 
Eucharist, and Ministry", released in 1982 by the World Council of Churches 
(EPS 49/02). Ecumenical officers from 10 Christian World Communions (global 
organizations of the various Christian traditions) offered summaries of 
responses from churches in their families. 


Among other things, participants established a first, provisional list of 
about 25 critical points raised in responses, including the use of such terms 
as "sign", "symbol", "sacrament", "infant baptism", and "believers' baptism"; 
questions connected with the invocation of the Holy Spirit during the 
eucharist; and issues related to the way in which common responsibilities of 
ordained and other ministries are discussed in BEM. Participants also made a 
first attempt to clarify some of these points. 


A substantial report on the so far more than 150 official church responses is 
projected for 1989. It is likely to include a description of the BEM process 
around the world, an overview of agreements and critical points in the 
responses, a summary of conclusions about changes in church thinking and 
practice because of BEM, an initial clarification of some critical points, an 
overview of more general ecumenical reflections, and an evaluation of BEM's 


impact on the ecumenical movement. — EPS 


ADVENTIST WORLD Ecumenical Press 
COUNCIL MEETS Service 86.11.30 


RIO DE JANEIRO - The Annual Council of the Seventh-day Adventist Church (here, 
7-14 October), deferred a proposed statement on human sexuality and the 
family. Though not voted on, it prompted what an SdA report called "outspoken 
discussion", because "some felt the document did not present a sufficiently 
strong condemnation of sexual perversion, while others felt it should not be a 
pastoral letter, but a position paper". 


The document sets forth an Adventist position on a broad range of sexual 
issues, including teenage promiscuity, premarital sex, incest, sexual abuse of 
children, lust, and gay and lesbian behaviour. 


In other action, the council approved a document on methods of Bible study, 
and voted to study the role of inter-school sports in SdA academies, colleges, 
and congregations. 


SdA General Conference President Neal Wilson appealed to delegates to devise a 
strategy for evangelizing the world. Wilson said he has a “burden for the 
cities ... like London and Rio. It's not enough to say, ‘We have five 
churches in the city’. There are cultural, ethnic, and racial groups that 
we're not touching", he observed. — EPS 


WORSNIP 'RELEASED' FROM Ecumenical Press 
COUNCIL POST IN LESOTHO Service 86.11.31 
MASERU (Lesotho) - The chairman of the Christian Council of Lesotho Cet > 


Senkhane), and the chairman (Paul Khoarai) and secretary (Philip Mokuku) of 
the country's organization of heads of churches, have "regretfully decided" to 
"release" Michael Worsnip from his job as CCL general secretary because "it 
will be impossible in the foreseeable future" for him to re-enter the country. 


The country's military council expelled Worsnip in September after a South 
African newspaper story which quoted him as confirming strong rumours about 
death-squads in the country, and government complicity in their activities 
(EPS 86.10.21). 


The CCL leaders emphasize that releasing Worsnip “in no way signifies any 
criticism of the manner in which he has carried out his duties". They say "he 
will be sadly missed ..., and we wish to place on record our appreciation of 


the dedication, the energy, and the imagination with which he revitalized the 
activities of the CCL after a period of some doubt and discouragement". 


The three say the military council wanted a repudiation by the church heads of 
what Worsnip said, and an apology from him. But, they add, the heads could 


not agree to that because Worsnip "had actually said nothing that could be 
repudiated or apologised for". re : 


On 6 October, the British Broadcasting Corporation broadcast an interview with 
Worsnip. "As a result of this and other interviews broadcast by the BBC, 


negotiations between the military council and the heads of churches on this 
matter are discontinued." 


The leaders' view is that the government was "sincere in the negotiations it 
conducted" in connection with Worsnip's possible return. "We trust that the 
whole unfortunate episdode will not continue to cloud our relations with the 


government, and that these relations will always be marked by freedom, 
frankness, and good will.'"' — EPS 


US ‘CHURCH COUNCIL Ecumenical Press 
URGES KOREA ACTION Service 86.11.32 


Chicago (Tracy Early) - The Governing Board of the [US] National Council of 
Churches (NCC) pledged NCC efforts, and urged US government action, to prompt 
reunification of Korea. 


Meeting here (5-7 November), the board asked the US government to set 
reunification as a formal objective, develop relations with North Korea, turn 
its role in the UN force at the demilitarized zone over to neutral countries, 
give up its "commanding" position in the South Korean military, and end its 
"dominance" over South Korea politics and economics. 


At ‘the same meeting, the board accepted the Korean Presbyterian Church in 
America, a ten-year-old denomination reporting 18,500 members in 125 
congregations, as a new NCC member, the 32nd. Its delegates, mostly newer 
immigrants, all supported the policy statement. 


No delegate voted against it, but an unusally large number - 18 - recorded 
abstentions. 


George McGonible (Anglican) said the drafting committee should have consulted 
more widely and reached greater precision and clarity. But Patricia 
Patterson, Korea secretary for the United Methodist Board of Global Ministries 
who: chaired the drafting committee, replied that it consulted with church and 
government leaders’ of North and South Korea, officials of the US state 
department, Korean-Americans, and others with "a wide variety of views". 


Southern Africa, a focus of concern at the previous board meeting (21-23 May, 
EPS 86.06.50), received further attention here. A resolution opposed US aid 
to groups (for example, Unita in Angola) which destabilize countries bordering 
South Africa. Abdennour Abrous, director of the UN Center Against Apartheid, 
spoke to the board, and encouraged greater NCC involvement in the center's 
work. 


Another resolution condemned US assistance to the contras, the armed 
opposition to the government of Nicaragua. One on the Philippines urged the 
US government to back President Corazon Aquino's policy of peaceful 
negotiation rather than military solutions. 


A "message related to the Reykjavik meeting of US President Ronald Reagan and 
Soviet General Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev" expressed hope they might meet 
again soon and reach the agreement that eluded them in Iceland on "proposals 
which could substantially reduce the risk of global nuclear annihilation". 


With several processes simultaneously reaching an action stage, Islamic 
relations got an unusual amount of consideration. A resolution sponsored by 
the NCC Christian-Muslim relations office condemned "“anti-Islam, anti-Muslim 
and anti-Arab prejudice" in the US, and the Islamic Society of America 
received NCC observer status, though it sent no observer. 


Fazlur Rahman, a Pakistani Muslim teaching at the University of Chicago, 
addressed the breakfast held at each board meeting for people with special 
interest in interfaith relations. 


And, it was announced that the invitation of General Secretary Abdullah Umar 
Al-Nassif of the World Muslim League, to visit its headquarters in Saudi 
Arabia had been accepted. An NCC staff team is to go there (23-25 November) 
in connection with the visit of a larger NCC delegation to other Middle East 
countries (22 November-1l December). - EPS 


US CHURCH GROUP REACTS Ecumenical Press 
TO TV, MOVIE VIOLENCE Service 86.11.33 


Chicago (Tracy Early) - An effort begun in 1983 to deal more forcefully with 
violence - especially sex-related violence - in tv and movies achieved a 
degree of success with approval of a policy statement at a meeting (here, 5-7 
November) of the [US] National Council of Churches. 


"There is compelling reason for the public at this time to demand a 
reformation of the conduct of the producers and disseminators of film 
television and home video", says the NCC statement, which builds on the 
1983-85 work of a study group. " 


"Gratuitous violence and especially exploitative sexual violence, must not be 
allowed in homes without clear and advance information to viewers as to the 
nature of the material," it adds. "Also, viewer control over what is seen by 
children must be guaranteed." 


While continuing to oppose censorship, the NCC governing board urged the 
Federal Communications Commission, the government agency which oversees 
broadcasting in the US, to “protect the public interest" by regulating tv and 
cable licenses. 


"We believe that self-regulation can be only a partial solution", the NCC 
said, "because without some governmental oversight the industry's 
self-interests will take precedence over the public interest". 


Other board actions included adoption of resolutions calling for study of 
pesticide use and possible support for a United Farm Workers grape boycott 
related to the issue, action on toxic wastes with special concern. for their 
impact in poor and minority communities, national income security for all "as 


a matter of right", national legislation on the family farm, and condemnation 
of a racist movement called Christian Identity. 


Responding to a national appeal by Anglican Presiding Bishop Edmond Browning, 
David Reed, the Anglican bishop of Louisville (Kentucky) led prayer for those 
with the disease Aids. Regular morning worship one day. also focused on. this 
issue, and included participation by representatives of the Metropolitan 
Community Churches, a denomination oriented to homosexuals. After the board 
meeting they had the second of three planned consultations with NCC 
representatives. 


Continuing an effort to spotlight particular traditions that began at the 


preceding meeting with black worship, board members worshipped two evenings in 
an Orthodox manner. 


Coming to the end of his second year as NCC general secretary, Arie Brouwer 
spoke with considerable confidence about the NCC's health. In his formal 
report, he acknowledged that "we are weak" because of limited "mutual 


commitment and accountability". But, he also pointed to denominations’ 
increasing NCC support. 


He told reporters a proposal from a 1984 study to funnel money from the 
relatively affluent units, particularly Church World Service, to parts of the 


NCC less well off had resulted in some desired redistributions, though far 
less than recommended. ' 


He predicted funds would be found for hiring a new director of the Jewish 
relations office, vacant now for 18 months, and a director for a new 
commission on worship and evangelism he has proposed. - EPS 


ENGLISH ANGLICANS: Ecumenical Press 
BEM OK, ARCIC MAYBE Service 86.11.34 


London (Robert Nowell) - Misgivings about papal primacy came to the surface 
when the General Synod of the [Anglican] Church of England gave final approval 
to an official response to agreed statements drawn up by the First Anglican/ 
Roman Catholic International Commission (ARCIC I). Much less contentious was 
final approval for an official response to the 1982 World Council of Churches' 
text on baptism, eucharist and ministry (BEM). Voting 383-12 (one abstention) 
the synod recognized in BEM "the faith of the church through the ages". 


ARCIC statements on eucharist and on ministry were recognized as "consonant in 
substance with the faith of the Church of England", and the latter was said to 
provide "a firm basis upon which to move towards the reconciliation of the 
ministries of our two communions". However, misgivings over issues like 
Christ's presence in or the sacrificial nature of the eucharist were 
registered. On both, the bishops were in favour 33-0; on eucharist, clergy 
voted 189-27, laity 141-65; on ministry, clergy were 173-31, laity 133-68. 


The ARCIC authority statements were recognized as reflecting "sufficient 
convergence" for the two communions together "to explore further" structures 
of authority and the exercise of collegiality and primacy in the church. 
Nevertheless even with this, there was substantial disagreement, particularly 
among the laity. Bishops voted 38-5 in favour, clergy 182-43, laity 124-89. 


Summarizing some misgivings, David McClean, who chairs the House of the Laity, 
said, "We have great difficulties about the magisterium, about infallibility, 
about some aspects of the primacy as evidenced by the practice of the Vatican 


apparatus". Moreover, he added, "the question [is] whether Anglican freedom, 
the potential for development of the Anglican tradition, would be eliminated 
in some future arrangement." Voicing evangelical concerns, Philip Giddings 


said three fundamental issues had not been dealt with: the role of laity, 
supremacy of the Bible, and nature of primacy. He said the ARCIC notion of 
universal primacy was foreign to the New Testament and to Anglicanism. 


Mark Santer, the bishop who co-chairs ARCIC II, said the papacy is for 
Anglicans "the most difficult thing'' about Roman Catholicism. A _ leading 
Anglo-Catholic, O.W.H. Clark, quoted the mediaeval maxim: "Gimeo non Petrum 
sed secretarium eius - I do not fear Peter, it's his secretary who scares me." 


Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie evoked a possible new style of papal 
leadership reflected in the gathering of world religious leaders at Assisi 
last month to pray for peace (EPS 86.10.121). "Whether we like it or not", 
he said, "there is only one Christian church, only one bishop, who could have 
effectively convoked such an ecumenical spectrum of Christian leaders, 
Baptists and Orthodox, Reformed and Quakers, Methodists and _ Lutherans, 
Orientals and Anglicans, as well as the Roman Catholic church itself". He 
said Assisi showed "an ARCIC primacy rather than a papal monarchy". Runcie 
also said Rome had "a certain historical role which cannot be ignored however 
we wish to evaluate it theologically". 


The synod went on to call for priority to be given in future dialogue to such 
things as the role of laity in the church, Roman Catholic dogma about Mary and 
papal infallibility, and whether a "universal primate" must be based in Rome. 


In other business, the synod reversed a decision taken last February and 
decided to set up a committee for black Anglican concerns. Time ran out 
before it concluded a debate about urging “immediate steps to cease [Church of 
England] investment in companies and institutions which have significant or 
substantial investment or operations in the Republic of South Africa''.- EPS 


MEETING LOOKS AT 'WOMEN Ecumenical Press 
UNDER RACISM, CASTEISM' Service 86.11.35 


GENEVA - About 20 women from 17 countries met (here, 10-13 November) under the 
auspices of the Program to Combat Racism of the World Council of Churches. 
The women met “filled with ... urgency concerning growing racial, caste, 
religious, ethnic, regional, and sexual discrimination throughout the world." 


The women told of "detention, torture, and murder in southern Africa; genocide 
in Sri Lanka, South Africa, Namibia, Guatemala, and Brazil; the theft of 
aboriginal and indigenous lands in Australia, Canada, and Brazil; caste 
oppression of the Dalits in India and Buraku in Japan; as well as numerous 
forms of discrmination and violence against Korean women in Japan, black women 
in the United Kingdom, migrant women in France, the Sinti and Roma women in 
Europe, black women in Brazil, and women of colour in the United States." 


The group said “any oppression and violence done to any section of society is 
an act against God itself". They said their faith “compels us to work, with 
the risks involved, within the church and society towards a liberation from 
legislative, social, political, and religious violence rooted in racism and 
casteism". - EPS 


WCC comment on Rusak sentence EPS 86.11.36 
GENEVA - Eastern Orthodox Deacon Vladimir Rusak has received the maximum 
sentence - seven years in a strict regime labour camp, followed by five years 
of internal exile - for “anti-Soviet agitation and propaganda". Asked about 


the case, Erich Weingdrtner, an executive secretary for international affairs 
at the World Council of Churches, said Rusak's name was among those on a list 
of cases WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro discussed with government 
officials in Moscow last year; Castro had “extensive personal discussions" 
here this month with Russian church officials about the case; they deny that a 
Rusak letter to the WCC in 1983 figured in charges against him, but agreed to 
check again about that; the WCC considers the sentence severe for the charges 
against him; and the WCC has urged the Russian Orthodox Church to take 


. 


continued pastoral interest in him, and "has received such assurances". - EPS 


Finnish Lutherans okay women's ordination EPS 86.11.37 
TURKU - Women will be able to be ordained as pastors of the Evangelical 


Lutheran Church of Finland (SELK) after approval (87-21) of a constitutional 
amendment by the SELK Church Assembly (6 November). Following necessary 
parliamentary approval, the first ordinations could take place in 1988. The 
issue has been debated in the denomination - the largest Lutheran body in the 
world which has not ordained women - for three decades. A 75 percent majority 
(81 votes) was required for approval. One bishop (Olavi Rimpildinen) voted 
no. The amendment allows parishes not to accept pastors in whom they lack 
confidence. The assembly also approved (85-9) a statute (which does not have 
the force of law) assuring SELK members and ministers opposed to women's 
ordination of freedom to function in the church. Upwards of 100 women are 
expected to apply for ordination. SELK currently has theologically-trained 
female “lectors". The prospect of assembly approval for such ordinations 


prompted an ecumenical debate in Finland earlier this year (EPS 86.08.56). - 
EPS 


Norwegian synod approves peace statement EPS 86.11.38 
BERGEN (Norway) - The General Synod of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway (NK) 
approved (6 November) a l10-page peace statement. Among other things, it 
opposes the use of nuclear weapons, and asks for mutual, balanced, and 
verifiable disarmament measures. The statement is to be distributed to all NK 


parishes, along with a challenge to them to be more actively engaged in peace 
activities.— EPS 


Appeals: US$ 2 million, El Salvador; US$ 2.2 million, Ethiopia EPS 86.11.39 
GENEVA - The inter-church aid sections of the World Council of Churches 
(CICARWS) and the Lutheran World Federation, in coordination with the Roman 
Catholic agencies Caritas Internationalis and Catholic Relief Services, are 
appealing for 2 million US dollars to respond to needs in the wake of the 
earthquake which struck El Salvador (10 October). An Interchurch Emergency 
Committee, including Roman Catholics, Lutherans, Baptists, and Anglicans, has 
been formed to oversee local relief work ecumenically. In addition, CICARWS 
is appealing for another 2.2 million US dollars for continuing relief and 
rehabilitation work in Ethiopia under the auspices of the Ethiopian [Oriental] 
Orthodox Church.- EPS 


Archbishop, Vatican differ on Seattle situation EPS 86.11.40 
SEATTLE - Raymond Hunthausen, Roman Catholic archbishop here, and the Vatican 


each say the other has made misleading statements about circumstances 
surrounding recent disciplinary action against him (EPS 86.09.22). In a 
four-page statement (27 October), the Vatican said it told the archbishop it 
considers him "lacking the firmness necessary to govern the archdiocese". It 
expressed displeasure that he announced the Vatican's action depriving him of 
some powers, and said that contrary to what Hunthausen said, the transfer of 
some of his» powers to an auxiliary bishop was part of an agreement, not 
mandated by Rome. In a brief reply, Hunthausen said his “understanding of a 
number of statements, interpretations, and _ conclusions ... differs 
significantly" from what the Vatican set forth. He also questioned a three- 
and-a-half-page Vatican chronology of events in his case as "an attempt to 
condense ... an extremely complex network of events, meetings, conversations, 
and exchanges’ of correspondence which took place over a period of several 
years", The country's Roman Catholic bishops planned to discuss the case at a 
closed session during their annual meeting (10-14 November). - EPS 


Anglican bishops appeal on UK visa requirements EPS 86.11.41 
LONDON - Twenty-six British Anglican bishops are among a group of British 


Anglicans protesting new UK visa requirements for citizens of Bangladesh, 
India, Pakistan, Ghana, and Nigeria (EPS 86.10.52). One bishop, Stanley 
Booth-Clibborn: of Manchester, raised the matter in the UK House of Lords. 
Critics say the requirements may foster racism. - EPS 


Australian church commission opposes plant patenting EPS 86.11.42 
SYDNEY - The Commission for World Christian Action of the Australian Council 


of Churches has expressed concern about a government proposal to introduce 
plant patenting. The commission noted a 1982 ACC policy that "seeds should 
remain a public resource, and not become a means for private gain". — EPS 


Thailand seeking to reduce numbers of foreign missionaries EPS 86.11.43 
BANGKOK - Deputy Education Minister Sampan Thongsamak says the Thai government 
hopes to reduce the number of foreign missionaries in the country by one tenth 
annually until a "necessary level'' is reached. The reductions are to be 
achieved by not extending visas. Christians are about one percent of the Thai 
population of 50 million. About 47.5 million are Buddhists; most of the rest 
are Muslims. - EPS 


Salvation Army soon to work openly in some Soviet-bloc countries? EPS 86.11.44 
NEW YORK - Salvation Army General (world leader) Eva Burrows says the army has 
received "certain vibrations" that it "might be welcome ... again'’ in some 
Soviet-bloc countries. She was speaking here at a news conference last 
month. She also said she would like her global denomination to be "better 
known as a dynamic church". She said she was "very comfortable" with the 
"fraternal status'’ the army has with the World Council of Churches, from which 
it withdrew in 1981 (EPS 1981 no. 23, p.3; no. 24, p.11). - EPS 


Unity/renewal study holds third consultation / EPS 86.11.45 
SINGAPORE - The third in a series of consultations on the “unity of the church 
and the renewal of human community" was scheduled here this month (19-26 
November). The series is part of a study by the Faith and Order Commission of 
the World Council of Churches. Theme for this meeting was "Justice, Unity, 
Renewal: The Ecclesiological Significance of the Churches' Involvement in 


Issues of Justice". - EPS 


Castro visits GDR EPS 86.11.46 
BERLIN - WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro planned a visit to the [East] 
German Democratic Republic (14-18 November) at the invitation of the 
Federation of Evangelical [Lutheran, United] Churches of the GDR. His 
schedule included stops in Mecklenburg, Stendal, Magdeburg, and Potsdam. ~ EPS 


Namibia Lutherans project union by 1992 EPS 86.11.47 
WINDHOEK - Meeting here (29-31 October), representatives of three Namibian 
Lutheran denominations - two large and mostly black, one small and white - 


decided to continue their 14-year effort to become one. A draft constitution 
they approved is to be studied by each denomination. If okayed, the united 
body would be constituted in 1992. Last September, 13 black pastors, after 
meeting with white counterparts, urged that merger talks be postponed five 
years because of "fundamental theological differences on crucial faith 
issues". The small, white body has not been as outspoken in opposition to 
South African control of the country as have its black counterparts. - EPS 


Latin American/Caribbean consultation on 'sects' EPS 86.11.48 
CUENCA (Ecuador) - The Latin American Council (CLAL) and Caribbean Conference 
of Churches, and the conference of Roman Catholic bishops in Ecuador, called a 
meeting (here, 5-10 November) to study and discuss pastoral responses to 
various "new religious movements". A CLAI report says the motive for the 
meeting is "growing concern ... regarding the influence of the sects". - EPS 


Meeting of Latin American ecumenical organizations planned EPS 86.11.49 
QUITO (Ecuador) - The Latin American Council of Churches (CLAI) has announced 

a meeting here in July 1988 of representatives of ecumenical organizations in 
Latin America and the Spanish-speaking Caribbean. A CLAI announcement said 

the meeting shows that “ecumenical organizations in Latin America recognize 
CLAI as an ecumenical space in which to be able to dialogue, at a continental 
level and between churches and popular movements. - EPS 


US RC bishops respond to dialogue with Lutherans EPS 86.11.50 
WASHINGTON - For the first time, Roman Catholic bishops in the US have 


responded officially to more than two decades of theological dialogue between 
Lutherans and Roman Catholic. In an ll-page report, the bishops urge more 
study on such issues as the relationship between the Bible and tradition in 
the church before the question of full sharing of the eucharist can be 
considered. The report was discussed (28-29 October) by a group of Lutheran 
and Roman Catholic bishops and their advisers before it was released. In a 
one-page statement, Lutheran theologians thanked the bishops for their 
"careful attention" to the dialogue. The Roman Catholic bishops also 
cautioned against "overly facile conclusions, sometimes engendered by popular 
accounts in the press and other media, for example, that the churches can now 
recognize each other's ministry as interchangeable, and that the faithful can 
freely participate in intercommunion". - EPS 


US ‘gathering of Christians' planned EPS 86.11.51 
CHICAGO - A "gathering of Christians" - a "festival" to “celebrate churches’ 


participation in the ecumenical movement" is to be held 20-27 May 1988. It is 
to be sponsored by the [US] National Council of Churches, probably on a 
college campus. Upwards of 3000 participants are expected. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Iris Y. L. Tsang: "Hong Kong Christians and 1997" EPS 86.11.52 


Tsang is legal officer of the Hong Kong Christian Council, giving particular 
attention to issues related to the Basic Law which is to govern Hong Kong when 
it becomes a "special administrative region" (SAR) of China (PRC), in 1997. 
(It is now a UK colony.) A 180-member Basic Law Consultative Committee 
(BLCC), formed last November, is made up predominantly of business people. 
The law is being drafted by the 59-member Basic Law Drafting Committee (BLDC). 


..-. Differences of attitude towards the PRC are becoming a catalyst of 
division in the society, and this catalyst also exists in the church. It is 
by no means easy to construct a body which can represent the Christian voice 
at this time. 


Amongst mistrust and suspicion, Christian Church Concern for the Basic Law 
Committee was formed in early 1985 with the aim of giving opinion to the BLDC 
and BLCC. The committee has in the past made public statements on the 
formation of the BLCC and several issues. 


The principal opinion they have given is ... [a] proposal on the drafting of 
the Basic Law, which was submitted to the BLCC and [PRC representative] Lu 
Ping whilst he visited Hong Kong in January this year. 


The draft proposal had been sent to all the local churches for consultation, 
and a conference with pastors was held to discuss its content. As it was 
later known, the proposal has become a useful reference in the BLCC discussion. 


The Bible does not prescribe any ideal form of government for our copying, but 
there are certain principles which Christians should cling to in influencing 
the moulding of our future society. 


1. ... Every person should be respected as having their own supreme value and 
dignity. People in Hong Kong should not be considered as a means to an end, 
such as an instrument to contribute to the stability and prosperity of Hong 
Kong, or to the Four Modernizations of China. 


2. Any social system, political structure or economic system should aim at 
helping her inhabitants to attain an integral development and to lead an 
abundant life. 


3. All governments should be responsible to their people as the source of 
power originates from them, and ultimately from God. 


4. All social classes have an equal right to participate in politics. No 
class should monopolize the right of administering the government. 


5. ... There must be checks and balances ... to prevent abuse of power. 


6. An open, responsible, and democratic government is a natural entitlement of 
the people. It is not a gift granted at the mercy of the authorities. 


7. Liberties, rule of law, an open and responsible government should be 
entrenched in the BL. 


8. Justice, freedom, harmonious social relationship must precede stability and 
prosperity. Otherwise, the latter are just an illusory sham. 


9. There should be a caring relationship amongst different classes in the 
society. A certain portion of the public resources must be allocated for 
social welfare to assist the helpless and the needy. ... — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Lee Ching Chee and Ralph Lee: '"'Hong Kong Faces 1997" EPS 86.11.53 © 
In 1997, Hong Kong, currently a UK colony, becomes a "special administrative . 
region" of China. These comments on how the church should react to this are taken 


from the September/October "Newshare", published by the Council for World Mission. 


HOW tt2 ‘one country, two systems’ will work 
in Hong Kong after 1997, and how the life of 
the church will be atfected in this Special 
Administrative Region are uncertain, but we 
can be quite certain of some possibility of 
changes. 

' We are told that there will be religious 
freedom in HK, the church in HK can continue 
to provide social services to the wider 
community and the HK church will be 
independent of the church in the mainland. 
But surely, the life of the church would not, 
could not and perhaps should not, remain the 
same. We have some questions to answer: 

A. If religious freedom means only freedom 
within the four walls of the church building 
and confined to forms of worship only, then 
church activities like Sunday School, Youth 
Fellowship, involvement in social issues and 
participation in working for human rights etc 
would not be possible, or at best be limited. 
But then, should the church be a privileged 
class? Should we want special freedom if the 
rest of the community does not have it? 


Independence 


B. At the moment, the HK church provides 
social services to the wider community with 
government subvention. Church schools and 
social welfare projects are quite heavily 
subsidised. Would the SAR government 
continue to support financially? If not, can 
the church afford to do it? 

C. The HK church will be allowed to be 
independent of the church on the mainland; 
are we supposed or would we be asked to be 
independent of the so-called ‘Mother Church' 
outside HK as well? Does this independence 
give us the right to maintain’ the 
denominational nature of the church? 


Abundant 


D. The presence of expatriate government 
employees in the English-speaking 
congregations might be replaced by 
expatriates engaging in business here as well 
as in business with China, but the turnover 
would be even greater than what it is now, so 
the church would probably become a worship 
centre rather than a gathered community for 
building up long term fellowship and for 
making an impact on the society. 

All these need not raise any alarm. Our 
concern is about more abundant life rather 
than mere survival. After 1997 HK still 
needs the church, perhaps even more than now, 
both spiritually and socially. The question 
is, would the church have enough faith to 
convey the message of comfort and 
encouragement, enough hope in looking forward 


to a new society, and enough love not only 
for the Christians but for the whole people 
ot Hong Kong and China. 

[Revd Lee Ching Chee] 


WHAT should the English speaking churches do 
to prepare for the political change in 1997? 
One is to remain what they are and let it 
develop. Another is to establish more 
congregations before it's too late. 

I believe there's another way, a realistic 
and imaginative, positive step to strengthen 
the foundation for the new situation in and 
after 1997. 

Factors indicate that in the near future, 
there will be fewer western native speakers 
of English in Hong Kong, but at the same 
time, more English speaking people who may be 


Chinese or Asian, It will be more 
international, using a common language - 
English, 

Challenge 


In the light of this emerging picture, it 
is right to prepare for the coming years. For 
the English speaking churches some possible 
steps could well be: 


i) To tone down the denominational aspect 
and to be open to other traditions of 
the faith. 

ii) To lessen the English/American culture 

in order to absorb other cultures. 

To establish a closer link with the 

local Chinese churches in facing the 

challenge of 1997, and 

iv) To adopt a realistic and sympathetic 
understanding of the Church in China. 


iii) 


In the meantime, the English speaking 
churches may like to consider two changes in 
order to meet the challenge: 


i) Is it possible for some congregations 
in one locality, to form together a 
more united church, to strengthen its 
personnel and financial resources? 

ii) Is it possible to establish a team 
ministry in each church, with both an 
English speaking minister and one 
Asian/Chinese pastor so as to meet the 
needs of a multi-national congregation? 

{Revd Ralph Lee] 


~ BPS 


ECUTEXT: 


"Christian Principles of Communication" 


EPS'86.11..54 


This item was adopted by the Central Committee of the London-based World Association 
for Christian Communication at its meeting last May. 


Jesus announced the coming of God’s Kingdom and 
commissioned us to proclaim the Good News to all 
people until the end of time. Hearing the Good News, 
living by it and witnessing to it, is the basic calling of all 
Christians. 

‘To enable them to carry out this task, they have been 
promised the power of the Holy Spirit. It is this Spirit 
that can change the Babel of confusion into the Pente- 
cost of genuine understanding. But the Spirit “blows 
where it pleases” (John 2:8), and no-one, neither 
church nor religious group, can claim to control it. 

The Good News addresses itself to the whole person 
and to all people. We pray for the coming of the King- 
dom as well as for our daily food, for God’s reign in the 
world-to-come and the here-and-now. For Christian 
communicators, the material and the spiritual are part 
of each other. 

Christ's own communication was an act of self- 
giving. He “emptied himself, taking the form of a ser- 


vant” (Phil 2:7). He ministered to all, but took up the 
cause of the materially poor, the mentally ill, the out- 
casts of society, the powerless and oppressed. In the 
same way, Christian communication should be an act 
of love which liberates all who take part in it. 

The Gospel, being the Good News for the poor, needs 
to be constantly reinterpreted from the perspectives of 
the poor and oppressed. This challenges church hierar- 
chies to disassociate themselves from the power struc- 
tures which keep the poor in a position of subservience. 
In this sense, the Good News for the poor embodies 
genuine reconciliation by means of which the dignity of 
all people can be reaffirmed. 

By accepting Christ’s sovereignty, the Christian com- 
municator proclaims God’s Kingdom rather than our 
divided churches. The churches do not exist for their 
own sakes, but for the sake of the Kingdom. For this 
reason, the Christian communicator gives preference 
to ecumenical communication so that Christians of 
different denominations can speak with one voice, thus 
bearing witness to the one body of Christ. 

Christian communicators, as witnesses to the King- 
dom, should awaken and reflect the corporate witness 
of the church. The lives of Christians, as well as the 
work of communicators, need to be set free from the 
individualism which characterises some cultures and 
traditions. We need to rediscover the early Christian 
community’s understanding of a witnessing and com- 
municating church. 

The church as a community of believers is God’s 
chosen instrument for promoting the Kingdom. This is 
because the church is meant to embody and testify to 
the central values of the Kingdom, among which are 
oneness, reconciliation, equality, justice, freedom, har- 
mony, peace and love (“shalom”). 


Furthermore, Christian communicators are con- 
scious of and show respect for God’s mysteries. God’s 
ways can never be grasped, let alone explained. 
Likewise, the crown of God’s creation, people, cannot 
ever be fully understood. Christian communicators, 
therefore, are always aware of their inadequacies when 
speaking of God, and conscious of “mystery” when 
telling the story of God’s people. 

The communication of Christians is ultimately 
meant to glorify God. In that sense, all Christian com- 
munication is an act of worship, a praise of God 
through the shared word and action of a community 
living in the consciousness of God's presence. Christian 
communication is challenged to witness to God’s trans- 
forming power in all areas of human life. Paul calls 
himself and all servants of the Word, “servants of your 
glory” (Eph. 1:12) and thus “servants of your joy” (II 
Cor. 1:24). The glory of God and the joy of the people 
should be the hallmark ofall Christian communication. 

These general principles of Christian communica- 
tion will now be elaborated in the context of today’s 
communication problems. 

Many people today fear or deplore the loss of commun- 
ity and community spirit. Rather than bringing people 
together, the mass media often isolate or divide them. 
Yet communication, including the use of alternative 
media, can revitalise communities and rekindle com- 
munity spirit, because the model for genuine communi- 
cation, like that for communities of all kinds, is open 
and inclusive, rather than unidirectional and exclusive. 

But a community must not be seen as the local com- 
munity alone. A community of peoples and nations, as 
well as a community of different churches and religions, 
has to emerge if humankind is to survive. Therefore, 
one aim of our work is the breaking down of all kinds of 
barriers which prevent the development of com- 
munities with rights and justice for all — particularly 
such barriers as race, sex, class, nation, power and 
wealth. Genuine communication cannot take place ina 
climate of division, alienation, isolation and barriers 
which disturb, prevent or distort social interaction. 

True communication is facilitated when people join 

together regardless of race, colour or religious convic- 
tion. and where there is acceptance of and commitment 
to one another. 

The mass media have been organised along one-way 
lines: they flow from top to bottom, from the centre to 
the periphery, from the few to the many, from the “infor- 
mation rich” to the “information poor”. This has con- 
ditioned the minds of many people — not only in terms 
of the media’s content but also by creating a “mass 
media mentality”. Many think that this is the way the 
media have to work. Even those who advocate horizon- 
tal flow are often only concerned with an increase in the 
number of channels, the diversification of content and 
localisation of media. They still adhere to the basic 


top-down principle. (over) 
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On the other hand, there is now a growing awareness 
that there are information and communication needs, 
felt by individuals and groups, which the mass media 
cannot meet. Modern communication technologies 
could allow a much higher degree of participation than 
those who control the media systems are willing to 
grant or to develop. 4 

Communication is, by definition, participatory. It is 
a two-way process. It is interactive because it shares 
meaning and establishes and maintains social relation- 
ships. The more widespread and powerful the media 
become, the greater the need for people to engage in 
their own local or inter-group communication 
activities. In this way, they will also rediscover and 
develop traditional forms of communication, 

Only if people become subjects rather than objects of 
communication can they develop their full potential as 
individuals and groups. Communication is now con- 
sidered an individual and social necessity of such fun- 
damental importance that it is seen as a universal 
human right. Communication as a human right encom- 
passes the traditional freedoms: of expression, of the 
right to seek, receive and impart information. But it 
adds to these freedoms, both for individuals and society, 
a new concept, namely that of access, participation and 
two-way flow. 

Participatory communication may challenge the 

authoritarian structures in society, in the churches and 
in the media, while democratising new areas of life. It 
may also challenge some of the “professional rules” of 
the media, whereby the powerful, rich and glamorous 
occupy centre stage to the exclusion of ordinary men, 
women and children. Participatory communication, 
finally, can give people a new sense of human dignity, a 
new experience of community, and the enjoyment of a 
fuller life. 
‘The mass media are a form of power and often part ofa 
system of power. They are usually structured in such a 
way as to reinforce the status quo in favour of the 
economically and politically powerful. Mass media 
power thus has a dominating effect which is contrary to 
genuine communication. 

We cannot communicate with people whom we 
regard as “inferior”, whose basic worth as humans we 
do not respect. We can simply impart information to 
them or sell “media products” to them. Genuine com- 
munication presupposes the recognition that all human 
beings are of equal worth. The more explicit equality 
becomes in human interaction, the more easily com- 
munication occurs. 

; There are crude and subtle ways of silencing people. 
The dictates of modern nationalism and the demands 
of ruling ideologies are examples of how freedom has 
been curtailed and contrary views suppressed. When 
media boast of or clamour for freedom of the press or of 
broadcasting, they should be asked: Whose freedom 
and whose liberty? Freedom of communication is 
bound up with the quest for community and the fulfil- 


nent of the individual and social needs of all, rather 
than of just a few, 


Communication which liberates, enables people to 


articulate their own needs and helps them to act 
together to mect those needs. It enhances their sense of 
dignity and underlines their right to full participation 
in the life of society. It aims to bring about structures in 
society which are more just, more egalitarian and more 
conducive to the fulfilment of human rights. 

A people’s basic culture and need for cultural identity 
are part of the dignity of the human person. Many 
countries and peoples are now rediscovering and rede- 
fining their basic cultural identities. This is particularly 
urgent where culture, language, religion, gender, age, 
ethnicity or race have been attacked or treated with 


contempt by members of other cultural groups. 

Global communication structures are now being set 
up in such a way as to threaten the cultures and 
priorities of many nations. More seriously, the enter- 
tainment industries, particularly television and home 
video programmes, are creating a media environment 
which is alien and alienating. 

The Western criteria of the mass media have already 
been adopted by the national elites in countries of the 
South. They set the “standards” of what can rate as 
“professional” in media productions, often preventing 
the emergence of alternative forms of communication. 

Communicators now have an awesome responsibility 
to use and develop indigenous forms of communica- 
tion. They have to cultivate a symbolic environment of 
mutually shared images and meanings which respect 
human dignity and the religious and cultural values 
which are at the heart of Third World cultures. One of 
the greatest assets of today’s world is its many different 
cultures. revealing the richness of God’s image in all its 
diversity. 


Many media workers are trying to interpret the signs of 


the times, because this is part of the public information 
work to which they are committed. For Christians, the 
events of the day are part of God’s agenda for action. In 
it, God’s plans are revealed through changing cir- 
cumstances and new opportunities. In order to discern 
and interpret the situation correctly, Christian com- 
municators must listen to God and be led by the Spirit. 
This is a condition of prophecy. 


But words are only part of prophecy. They take on 


real meaning only when they are accompanied by 
action. Prophetic communication expresses itself in 
words and deeds. Such prophetic action must be willing 
to challenge the principalities and powers, and may 
carry a high price. 


Prophetic communication serves truth and chal- 


lenges falsehood. Lies and half-truths are a great threat 
to communication. Prophetic communication stimu- 
lates critical awareness of the reality constructed by the 
media and helps people to distinguish truth from false- 
hood, to discern the subjectivity of the journalist and to 
disassociate that which is ephemeral and trivial from 
that which is lasting and valuable. Often it is necessary 
to develop alternative communication so that prophe- 


tic words and deeds can be realised. 
- EPS 
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SHOPTALK (53/35) 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Geneva, 16-24 January. EPS coverage is 
planned for issues to be mailed 19,22, and 26 January. Coverage by telex or 
telephone to meet earlier deadlines, and coverage tailored to particular 
audiences, are available on request. Journalists are also welcome to cover in 
person. For information about that contact WCC/Thérése Pache, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Journalists in Europe (33, rue du Louvre, F-75002 Paris) is an organization 
that brings about 30 journalists from around the world to Paris each year for 
eight months of study, research, and writing. It is now inviting applications 
for its 1987-88 session from persons 25 to 35 with at least four years of 
experience. A working knowledge of English and French is required, though 
extensive pre-session courses in both languages will be offered. The session 
begins next October. 


Chile: A copy of the report of the ecumenical delegation which visited 
Chile, and of the letter to the Chilean president from the Confraternity of 
Christian Churches in Chile (EPS 86.11.28), is available from WCC/Charles 
Harper, Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20. The report includes five sections: a 
biblical and theological perspective, general aspects of the national 
situation, situation of the church in Chile, human rights in Chile, conclusion. 


EPS 86.08.63 will be superseded by a more detailed item. 


Photos of some people injured in a land mine explosion in Nicaragua last 
month (EPS 86.10.143) are available from EPS. They were supplied by Cepad, 
the Nicaraguan ecumenical aid agency. 


The Mennonite World Conference has a new address: 465 Gundersen Drive (200), 
Carol Stream, Illinois 60188 USA. 


The new (October) issue of Ecumenical Review, a WCC quarterly, has as its 
theme "Sharing in Community". A copy is available from WCC Publications, Box 
66, CH-121l Geneva 20. 


If you ask to be on the list, EPS headlines will be telexed to you. We 


pay for that. You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for 
that. 


Corrigendum: In EPS 86.11.35, first line of second paragraph, southern 
Africa should read South Africa. 


EPS deadlines (at 0800 GMT) through January: 

Monday, 1 December 
Thursday, 4 December 
Thursday, 15 January 
Monday, 19 January 
Wednesday, 21 January 
Friday, 23 January 
Wednesday, 28 January. 


EPS printing: this issue, 25 November; next issue, 2 December. 


EPS appears about 35 times a year. 


‘DIAKONIA 2000': GLOBAL MEETING Ecumenical Press 
LOOKS AT SERVICE BY THE CHURCH Service 86.11.55 


LARNACA (Cyprus) - More than 250 church leaders, aid-and-development workers, 
and others involved in aspects of service by the church ("diakonia") met at 
the Palm Beach hotel here for a week (19-26 November) to suggest outlines of 
the church's diaconal role into the next century. 


The consultation was arranged by the Geneva-based World Council of Churches, 
especially its Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service 
(CICARWS) . Theme of the meeting was "Diakonia 2000 - Called to be 
Neighbours". The last such global gathering took place in July 1966 in 
Swanwick (England). 


Keynote speaker was Adebayo Adedeji, a Nigerian Anglican based in Addis Ababa 
(Ethiopia). He is a UN under-secretary general, and Executive Secretary of 
the Economic Commission for Africa. He reviewed changes in the world since 
the end of World War II, and particularly since the previous consultation. 


He highlighted such developments as the "regression to parochialism" or 
"defensive pragmatism" by various nations; dangers posed by the overseas debt 
of such countries as Brazil, Mexico, South Korea, Argentina, Venezuela, 
Indonesia, and the Philippines; the scandalous scourge of hunger, 
malnutrition, and poverty"; great expenditures for armaments; the 
"persistence and pervasiveness of racism and_ racial prejudice and 
discrimination"; and the "tragedy of the uprooted and displaced people". 


Adedeji focused on his own continent, "underdog of the world", because, he 
said "in no part of the world are these problems so concentrated ... as in 
Africa", which "suffers from the paralysis of multiple debilitating crises" 
and "a large measure of political instability and insecurity". Nonetheless, 
he suggested, "despair and despondency about Africa's political and economic 
future are totally uncalled for'' because "Africa's bright dawn lies ahead as 
surely as the day follows the night". 


In a six-point "historical perspective" on the African situation, the UN 
official observed that "first and foremost", the "African crisis" did not 
begin with political independence in the 1960s, rather it began "when 
Europeans first established contact with the continent". 


He said there is “abundant evidence" that "had Africa been left alone to 
follow the normal organic rules of localized behaviour", it would have become 
"a continent of nations which could claim a degree of equality with the rest 
of the world, at a point in time when man was ready to take a leap forward on 
the eve of the industrial revolution" of the 18th and 19th centuries. 


Adedeji also observed that European Christianity was "one of the instruments 
used to conquer Africa" but looking ahead, he urged that the church "continue 
with its task of saving souls, but ... in addition and no less importantly be 
in the forefront of the fight against the brutal oppression and exploitation 
of man by man, of race by race, and of nations by other nations." 


Two people responded to Adedeji. Hilkka Pietila, general secretary of the 
Finnish UN Association, called for a "society directed from below", with 
"independent, self-reliant ... and responsible citizens, free from the bridles 
of mass culture and ... addiction to the market carousel". She said an 
institution is better equipped to work for this than the church because it has 
"the ethics, the ability, and the traditions to work with people." 


(over) 
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Geevarghese Osthathios, Oriental Orthodox Metropolitan of Niranam (India) 
called for a shift from "exclusive monotheism ... to an inclusive monotheism 
comprehending plurality and unity in the collegiality of the godhead, the 


church, and the world." He urged poor nations to "stand together and take 
risk" and boycott such things as armaments and unnecessary products of 
transnational corporations. He also called for some sort of "federal world 


government". 


In another major presentation (EPS 86.11.59), Victorio Araya Guillén, a 
professor at the Biblical Seminary for Latin America in San José (Costa Rica), 
began by recalling the biblical story of the good Samaritan. 


The church's service, he said, is “called to be always Samaritan diakonia, 
supporting those who have fallen and lie half-dead by the roadside of history, 
so that they may be liberated and may be able to live in its fulness the 
abundant life which comes from God." Araya said Samaritan diakonia "does not 
mean having a neighbour as a natural extension of ourselves and our world. 
More urgently, it involves becoming a neighbour" to "one who is not part of my 
world". 


Such an approach, he observed, requires “safeguarding and championing the 
basic right to life in all its fulness", rejection of the "false divinities of 
the system", and a church which is "vulnerable and of small account", and thus 
"a concrete and visible sign of the kingdom" of God. 


In the evening of the first day, consultation participants attended vespers in 
the ninth-century Eastern Orthodox cathedral here, which, according to 
tradition, includes the tomb of Lazarus raised from the dead by Jesus, who is 
said to have been the first bishop of this area. 


In his sermon following the service of evening prayer, WCC General Secretary 
Emilio Castro said Christ's cross is the starting point for Christian diakonia 
because it "created a new reality. We cannot be separated from each other." 

Christians, he said "cannot be satisfied with simply running efficient 
operations ... unrelated to a passionate participation in the common 
struggle." He said the church is not to be a club for a privileged group, 
but a "centre of blessing for the total community". 


In his welcome (Eastern Orthodox), Church of Cyprus Archbishop Chrysostomos 
included a "cry of pain" because of "Turkey's pursuit to conquer and annex 
Cyprus". (About four Cypriots in five are ethnic Greek and Christian. 

Almost all the rest are ethnic Turk and Muslim. In 1974, following a coup by 
forces favouring union of Cyprus with Greece, Turkish troops invaded the 


island. Since then, it has been divided into a Turkish north (40 percent) 
and a Greek South.). 


The archbishop spoke of “uprooting of the people from their ancestral homes, 
profanation and plundering of sacred churches, pillage and destruction of 
age-old cultural heritage". He said the "Church of Cyprus", wounded by the 
thieves, the Turkish invaders, is in need of ... a good Samaritan. "Can the 
World Council of Churches", he asked "take up this role", and do something 
“concrete, substantive, and effective" to “contribute towards forcing the 
invader to withdraw his troops and settlers"? - EPS 


ECUVIEW: "Church in Service to the World" EPS 86.11.56 


This item is excerpted from a background paper prepared for this month's 
world consultation "Diakonia 2000 - Called to be Neighbours" (EPS 86.11.55). 


--. Theological reflection on the churches' responsibility for service to the 
world is fairly diverse. In North America some churches are trying to bring 
about critical awareness against equating capitalism, or the so-called free 
market economy, with Christianity. On the other hand, there is a growing 
tendency to define justice in terms of 'social darwinism': the poor deserve 
their lot: Migrant workers in Europe, often the poorest of the poor, are 
experiencing growing hostility. Some Christians fight for the rights of these 
workers, others reason that diakonia is limited to those who are baptized and 
"God is the god of the rich". Is there a connection with growing xenophobia? 


Involvement in advocacy and social and political action is controversial 
within and outside the churches. Frequently Romans 13 serves as a point of 
reference to limit the churches, critical leaders and lay persons to their 
Spiritual duties. Churches in the countries of the third world meet with 
similar reproaches when they speak up against tribalism, corruption and 
oppression. On the other hand there are also church leaders who themselves 
claim to be the poor to justify that inter-church aid and cooperation be 
limited to the church and not translated into service and shared with the 
community. This attitude is encouraged by bilateral relationships if they do 
not at the same time emphasize community relatedness and responsibility. 


New thinking like the theology of liberation has brought about considerable 
changes toward advocacy and community action. This highlights the fact that 
witness, service, advocacy are dependent and energized by their theological 
understanding. Theological understanding is also at the heart of the witness 
and service of the congregation. As human beings are the chief factor in 
development, it matters what the congregation is guided by, feels and 
expresses. The people of God are important through their attitude towards 
community involvement, social change and justice. They may serve as 'salt' and 
"light' in society. Whether they do so will depend on how they are willing and 
able to translate their theological understanding into responsible action, 


The church, from its position in society, may find itself frustrated in 
translating its theological base into appropriate action. A _ nationwide 
(state) church has often more means to express its message than a small 
minority church. Given the realities how do we witness to God's love? How 
far do we respond to the far-reaching challenges confronting us? The churches 
have found many ways to do so. In the ecumenical movement they realized mutual 
Support by acknowledging deficiencies and needs and trying to share gifts. 
The Church of England needs the wisdom of the Caribbean churches to help it 
care and share with its new neighbours. The German churches need_ the 
experiences of the Coptic Orthodox Church with her participatory diakonia 
involving all members of the congregation for renewal of her services. The 
churches in the north will continue to share their resources with those of the 
south but they may try to do so in a new quality and in mutually acceptable 
ways. 


Sharing, healing, individual caring will always remain part of diakonia. But 
can the churches restrict themselves to these areas? 


If solidarity with the poor is more than lip service, the churches have to 
struggle for a composite approach. The immediate, material cooperation must 
be complemented by being involved with the world bringing to bear Christian 
perspectives of justice, peace and the integrity of creation, internationally 
and locally. ... — EPS 


ECUVIEW: “Why a World Consultation on Diakonia" EPS 86.11.57 


This item is excerpted from a background paper prepared for this month's 
world consultation, "Diakonia 2000 - Called to be Neighbours" (EPS 86.11.55). 


The global picture of security and distribution of world resources has 
deteriorated in recent decades. The debt crisis of many third world 
countries is but one of the manifestations. A concentration of economic 
power is determining the political development in most countries, and also 
deeply influencing the setting of values according to a one-sided consumer 
pattern. 


The result is a growing polarisation between the ‘haves' and the ‘have-nots' 
within and between nations. Numerous in-depth studies of the 
economic-socio-political situation of the world community have called for 
basic changes in the world economic order if this is to change. 


Decision makers in the economic-socio-political sphere of each society, as 
well as churches and individual Christians are thus faced with new questions 
and challenges. 


The situation challenges us to develop values and goals inspired by the gospel 
in order that the lives of individuals as well as structures of society may be 
influenced, Certainly concepts such as ‘the church in solidarity with the 
poor', new reflections on the relevance of the kingdom of God to society, 
studies on the ‘unity of the church and the unity of humankind' and developing 
more holistic understandings of mission and of healing have all contributed to 
renewed reflection which also have implications for our understanding of 
diakonia. The practice and testimony of many local churches also reflect a 
new understanding of diakonia. 


However, there is also amongst some churches a trend to narrowing in the 
understanding of diakonia, for example, to apply primarily to own church 
members. Our situation calls for the developing of a theology and practice 
of ‘service in all continents’. 


The world is calling for a diakonia which is both curative in addressing 
itself to all who are in need, as well as preventive in addressing itself to 
the root causes of the ills of our societies. ... 


What we hope will emerge from a world consultation is first of all a renewed 
vision of diakonia/service at all levels. Such a vision, which relates to 
the realities of our global situation as outlined above, should help 
individuals and churches in each and every place review and redefine their own 
specific tasks and consider possibilities of applying their local material, 
human and spiritual resources to this objective. 


This, in turn, will lead to a reassessment of the principles and instruments 
of ecumenical sharing at local, national, regional and international levels, 
including those of the World Council of Churches and especially of its 
Commission on inter-Church Aid, Refugee & World Service. ... - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Adebayo Adedeji: "Diaconal Challenge to the Church" EPS 86.11.58 


Adedeji is a UN under-secretary general and Executive Secretary of the 
Economic Commission for Africa. This item is excerpted from his presentation 
this month at the World Consultation "Diakonia 2000 - Called to be Neighbours" 
(EPS 86.11.55) 


-.-.- Unless as Christians we accept wholeheartedly and unreservedly that we are 
our brothers' and sisters' keeper, unless we accept our common humanity and 
steadfastly put into practice our belief that all men, regardless of race, are 
created equal and that they are all entitled to life, liberty and the pursuit 
of happiness, then our faith will remain an escape from reality and indeed an 
escape from the challenge posed by Jesus himself some two thousand years ago. 


By all means, the church should continue with its task of saving souls but it 
should in addition and no less importantly be in the forefront of the fight 
against the brutal oppression and exploitation of man by man, of race by race 
and of nations by other nations. 


Since in Christ there is neither bond nor free and no basis for one branch of 
mankind to rule over another, the church would have to play a more positive 
and aggressive prophetic role in getting the governments and peoples of all 
countries, particularly of Christian countries, to move closer to Christ and 
be guided by Him in their public policies and actions. 


The ecumenical movement must open the hearts and minds of men and women 
throughout the world to the inescapable need for neighbourly love on a global 
scale and for the building of the social, political and economic institutions 
that can express that love and for achieving mutual understanding among the 
various religions, sects and ideologies of the world so that instead of strife 
there is cooperation, instead of suspicion there is understanding and instead 
of hate there is love. 


As Christians we have to be in the forefront of practising true neighbourly 
love. As the church of Christ we must show that we are not only fighting for 
the salvation of souls but are also campaigning vigorously for a better 
quality of human life here on earth. With honourable exception, churches have 
failed to take stand on the greatest questions of our time. The church should 
play a more prophetic role and should undertake prophetic denunciations. A 
clear and vigorous moral challenge to evil ideas is needed. If the church 
fails, or contents itself with pleading for moderation, or with an attempt to 
be accommodating, other voices will emerge and become dominant, as occurred in 
Germany before the war. 


The growth of religious primitivism among some born-again Christians is giving 
succour and even sanctification to rabid nationalism, utilitarianism, racism 
and inhumanity. The so-called Christian countries are today rather far away 
from true Christianity. They and their political leadership need a liberation 
theology which would enable them to put into practice what true Christianity 
is all about not only within their national boundaries’ but = also 
internationally. 


We are in effect advocating that the church should cast itself in a new role 
of the advocate and champion of democracy; justice, particularly economic and 
social justice; tolerance, particularly racial tolerance and the elimination 
of racism and _ racial prejudice; humanity, particularly a_ universal 
subscription to the ideal of the oneness of humanity, and peace, true peace 


and not a balance of terror. ... — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Victorio Araya Guillén "Idolatry and Diakonia" EPS 86.11.59 


Araya teaches at the Biblical Seminary for Latin America in San José (Costa 
Rica). This item is excerpted from his presentation at this month's world 
consultation "Diakonia 2000 - Called to be Neighbours" (EPS 86.11.55). 


_.. The worldwide system of domination with its ‘anti-life logic’ has been 
becoming more and more idolatrous. It champions a pantheon of gods and idols 
and religious symbols (9). Its altars are everywhere. And the worshippers 
are many. Now, commitment and faithfulness make absolute and unconditional 
demands. Those false divinities of the System have real names. Here are some 
of them: 'the Christian West’, ‘national security’, ‘free market’, 
transnational capital’, ‘consumption’. They promise power, riches and order, 
'freedom first', and happiness, but their fruits lead actually to death. 


A real challenge is made to the obedience of faith in the true God. The 
Bible constantly repeats that as human beings we invent for ourselves false 
gods and place our trust in them and worship them. Even those who believe are 
constantly exposed to this danger. 


Idolatry is an expression of a fundamental perversion of the meaning of God in 
whose name a covenant is being made with death. Thus the gods of the system 
really are the gods of death who like the ancient god Moloch demand victims 
and blood. Hence the great holocaust of the poor of the earth and the death - 
by pointless sacrifice - of millions of innocent men and women, whose blood, 
shed as the fruit of injustice, cries out to high heaven like that of Abel who 
was murdered by his brother (Gen. 4:10). 


This idolatrous perversion of the meaning of God - the denial of the 
Fatherhood of God - prevents us from recognizing ‘the others' as our 
neighbours and so making them our brothers or sisters and acknowledging that 
we are all the children of one Father. The denial of God as the giver of life 
is what makes it possible to legitimize or ignore the death of ‘the others'. 
The denial of God as suffering love stands in the way of solidarity and 
Samaritan diakonia. 


We are witnessing a real struggle of the gods. The true God, the God of life, 
the God who revealed himself in Jesus, is confronting the false gods with 
their instruments (structures) and purveyors (historical personages) of death. 


Faith in God can be experienced only within this struggle and in opposition to 
the idolatry of the system. To be a believer, it is necessary to abandon the 
false gods. It is not possible to covenant in God's name with the death of 
the innocent. Every assault on life does violence to the will of God. 


From the option for life comes the revelation of what the grace of the 
experience of the true God really is: it is God who listens to the cry of the 
peoples, of those who suffer unto death because of the sin of the world. The 
poor and those of small account are recognized by God. It is as simple as 
that - and as difficult to grasp for minds that judge everything in terms of 
merits and demerits. The poor do not count in the dominant ideology. 


It is God who in the midst of our history of conflict keeps revealing himself 


as saving action (mysterium liberationis - the mystery of liberation) with a 
victorious strength which conquers death and recreates life. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Jerry L. Sandidge: "Pentecostal/Ecumenical Dialogue (I)" EPS 86.11.60 


Sandidge, a Pentecostal, is assistant professor of church history at Oral 
Roberts University in Tulsa (Oklahoma/US). He participated in a consultation, 
"Confessing the Apostolic Faith from the Perspective of the Pentecostal 
Churches" (EPS 86.11.61). 


--- Leadership in the classical Pentecostal denominations must be_ shown, 
enticed, encouraged - in some way convinced - into seeing the. value and 
necessity of participation in the ecumenical family. 


Pentecostals are already engaged in an important theological exchange with 
Roman Catholics. This dialogue is on an international scale, but continental 
dialogues (such as in Central or South America) or national dialogues (such as 
in Canada or the US) should also be considered. Something should be 
initiated between Pentecostals and Orthodox Christians, especially for the 
purpose of discussing such things as the theology of the Holy Spirit, the 
experience of the Holy Spirit in relation to the role of the creeds and 
sacramental life of the church. 


Pentecostals should not forsake the National Association of Evangelicals. and 
their other evangelical partners; but with their commitment. to the NAE, 
Pentecostals should also feel free to participate in the World Council of 


Churches and the National Council of Churches. Pentecostal contribution is 
needed in speaking about expressive and creative worship; the role of the 
charismata in_ worship; the importance of quality evangelization . in 


Christianized areas as well as places where the Christ-event has never been 
presented or not in a convincing way; and the "second vocation" of all 
Christians to be evangels .... 


The conciliar movement needs to nudge the Pentecostals into expressing a 
greater concern for threatening world issues; aching social problems; human 
rights - including minorities, ethnic groups, women, poor, and economically- 
and culturally-marginalized peoples; discussion of areas of common witness, 
possibilities for the mutual recognition of ministry, and the. sharing of 
theological insights. 


Pentecostals could use a crash course in sacramental theology. Conciliar 
Christians could use a few lessons on church growth. Pentecostals need not 
fear the inclusion of the historic creeds into their moments of worship. 
Participants in the ecumenical dialogue could open up more to the grace of 
personal encounter with the Holy Spirit. Pentecostals need to take care that 
their Trinitarian theology be more vocal and precise. Non-Pentecostals need 
to realize how important it is for them to take the initiative in establishing 
a meaningful ongoing relationship with Pentecostals. ... 


The problem of proselytism must be addressed. The Pentecostal misunderstanding 
of the ecumenical movement as a super world-church needs to be corrected into 
the image of it as a "communion of communions". We Pentecostals have declared 
our willingness to change if it is necessary in being more closely. aligned 
with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Help us change where changes are. needed, 
but do not push us to the point of compromising who we are and what we see as 
necessary to the true faith. We think we have learned that..you ... are 
inviting us, in most cases, to join you at the Lord's table, i.e., to seek a 
sacramental unity more than some form of institutional unity. ... 


We need to repent of our sin - on both sides - of pride, theological elitism 
or spiritual elitism, criticism, judgment, and so on. I would like to see 
conducted a great repentance service, a liturgy of penitence in which we pray 
that the Body of Christ be healed. ... - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Thaddeus Horgan: "Pentecostal/Ecumenical Dialogue (II)" EPS 86.11.61 


Horgan, a Roman Catholic, is on the staff of the Graymoor Ecumenical 
Institute, near New York City. He participated in a consultation, "Confessing 
the Apostolic Faith from the Perspective of the Pentecostal Churches" (EPS 


86.11.60). 


... Our general purpose has been to express and to proclaim the ancient 
apostolic faith in our day. At this meeting we have sought to appreciate 
better how that apostolic faith is confessed by the Pentecostal churches here 
and in Latin America. But, it must be said, the primary result of the 
meeting was our recognition of the continuing need to learn who we are, what 
we believe, and how we express that. his has to be done directly. There is 
no usefulness in attempting to learn about each other as we, from within our 
own traditions, perceive the other to be. Ongoing dialogue is necessary for 
this and for pinpointing what may be differences that in fact fracture unity. 


The great gifts to the world-wide church represented by the Pentecostal 
churches were recognized as: (1) the renewed manifestation of the charismata 
[spiritual gifts]; (2) expressive worship and spontaneous prayer; (3) 
creative forms for living Christian life in small communities; and (4) the 
opportunity at the grassroots which they provide for new encounters that "the 
power of the Spirit" invites people to share. 


Issues were also identified that need further clarification between 
Pentecostal churches and churches involved in the ecumenical movement. These 
are: (1) the individual and corporate role of the Holy Spirit in and on the 
church; (2) the relationship between pneumatology and christology and 
"functional subordinationism" in Trinitarian theology [doctrines about the 
Spirit and about Christ]; (3) the relationship between the charismata and the 
church as institution; and (4) the role of behaviour as an expression of 
faith. This final point was seen as particularly significant to the way 
Pentecostal Christians manifest faith. 


From churches in the ecumenical movement, Pentecostals sought a clarification 


of its object, which was said to be visible unity. Visible unity, it was 
explained, does not imply constructing a  monolithically-structured 
super-church which would absorb particular churches. The church's unity is 


God-like, one yet triune; it is unity with diversity. 


The Pentecostal emphasis on evangelization was also explained, and the role of 
women in their churches especially in the past was praised by many as 
prophetic. The sometime accusation of Pentecostal anti-intellectualism and 
their attitudes concerning social witness and outreach were candidly faced, 
and with equal candor, discussed. While agreement could not be claimed as 
the result of these conversations, greater understanding was. 


A Pentecostal assessment of the ecumenical enterprise surfaced the following 
concerns which could block their participation: (1) the meaning of koinonia 
(community] in’ other churches. Koinonia is the basis of Christian unity 
for Pentecostals, the result of the Holy Spirit's work which pre-supposes a 
personal relationship with God through Christ; (2) the significance of 
doctrine which in Pentecostal experience has caused past division; (3) fear 
that ‘spiritual vitality gets lost in the cerebral approach to faith employed 
in discussions within the ecumenical movement; (4) bearing false witness, or 
being ridiculed by other Christians, something that has occurred in the past; 

and (5) ‘negative criticism because of preferred Pentecostal priorities. For 


them, issues in any possible dialogue must be those that are suggested and 
profoundly’ influenced by the gospel. ... -— EPS 


ECUVIEW/Adriaan Geense: "Theological Shifts" EPS 86.11.62 


Geense, director of the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of 
Churches, included these comments in remarks at the beginning of the new 
session of the institute's graduate school (EPS 86.10.46) 


--. I think all of us would agree that, whether we live in the western world 
or in the eastern, the northern or the southern, the need is no longer to 
counter the theoretical impact of ideologies on us in a_ theoretical, 
ideological way, but the practical impact of our hidden ideologies on the life 
of us all that has to be discovered and unmasked. 


Not many people in the West now live an unbroken ideology of capitalism, not 
many in the East are convinced adherents to all the aspects of 
Marxist-Leninist theory, not many in the South are absolute nationalists or 
syncretists. 


We are confronted rather with latent nihilism and anxiety in the western 
world, and the practical common problems of survival in the southern 
hemisphere, the questions of justice, equal participation in the resources of 
this world and the concern for peace. 


These are the pervading questions in all cultures and all particular histories 
that are now being merged into one interdependent world history. 


It is in this situation that the Christian churches together have to find an 
answer and take a stand rather than in ideological discussions which have lost 
their cutting edge. 


The second shift in attention that can be observed when we look at the changes 
over the past 40 years is the shift from a rather European-North American 
discussion to a real global encounter of minds. ... 


The knowledge of the secularised world that was required [at the institute] in 
the early period was primarily knowledge of the secularised world in Europe 
and the US. Parallel to it came a shift from classical European church unity 
problems (that are still valid!) to the quest for a unity between churches 
that are divided by many more factors than just the doctrinal, that is to say 
by political, social, economic and racial factors. 


The direct political tensions in post-war Europe needing reflection were 
overshadowed by those of the rest of the world. The enthusiasm of immediate- 
post-war Europe to make a new beginning, to rebuild the world, has faded away. 


Secularisation has lasted longer than we thought and will accompany the modern 
world for a very long time. It is no longer limited to Europe and the US, 
but is an all-pervading factor on all the continents next to strong currents 
of the revival of the great world religions. 


The answers become more and more complicated. We have become less outspoken 
in our expectations of the role of the laity in the renewal of the church. ... 


The question behind the beginning of the Ecumenical Institute is raised 
again: Are we ready for the evangelisation of the world? Do we know what 


the modern world is? 


But also: Do we know what the gospel is? Are we ready for an encounter with 
the so-called “other living faiths" by having a "living faith" ourselves? 
The way to the discovery of the world entails a rediscovery of the gospel 
itself. ... S9EPS 


ECUVIEW/Sibusiso M.E. Bengu: "Theology of Food and Hunger" EPS 86.11.63 


This is excerpted from a paper presented to the workshop on hunger of the 
Association of Christian Lay Centres in Africa (5-12 October). Bengu is 
secretary for research and social action in the world service department of 
the Lutheran World Federation. 


... It has become clear that human beings are the agents in poverty. All 
possible solutions to overcome poverty must therefore concentrate on the 
enhancement of human beings so that they may become the agents of 
development. Development here is understood as the process of obtaining a 


. 


full and abundant livelihood for all in harmony with the natural environment. 


This concept is not new to African philosophy, which is entirely based on the 
maintenance of an equilibrium between human beings and their environment. 
Life in fullness and abundance is achieved when society no longer knows social 
conflict or war; when there is no unnatural illness, no premature death, no 
natural disasters (drought, epidemics and famine); where abundance reigns - 
the land is fertile, animals abound in the forest, fish are plentiful in the 
rivers and men and women are fertile. 


In this state, a human being is responsible not only for himself/herself but 


also for the community and its environment. If this equilibrium is 
disturbed, the political and religious institutions - with the participation 
of the entire community - are called upon to look for the causes of this 


abnormality and lead society in the creation of a new equilibrium. ... 


African churches must ... play a predominant role in the process of liberating 
Africa from poverty as they are among the institutions which are closest to 
the people at grass roots. Their role is that of facilitator, and not of the 
operational actor in development. This means that they should promote the 
development of the people and not of the institutions. Churches’ should 
promote the development which empowers people to deal with their situation and 
to become aware of the exploiting and oppressing forces. 


This African theological concept of equilibrium is a lot different from the 
northern concept of development where they set out to conquer and subdue 
nature. The concept of dominating nature has had disastrous consequences. 
It has not only led to wasteful production and consumption patterns of living 
but it has also depleted nature in a manner which is beyond correction. For 
instance, one of the major results of the destruction of natural forests in 
favour of cash crops and wasteful industrialization in West Africa is the 
desertification which is being experienced in those areas. ... 


Economic justice has established itself as a slogan within a growing circle of 
Christian leaders worldwide, and it is being heard with increasing frequency 
at the grassroots. Yet for many Christians in Europe and North America ... 
“economic justice’ carries an uncertain, if mot suspect, connotation. 
Europeans and North Americans are accustomed to thinking of economics as an 
arcane science treating a system which, in a way analogous to the physical 
universe, operates by its own objective and independent’ laws. They 
understand justice as the province of lawyers and courts. Justice is, for 
them, legal justice, and its domain, like that of economics is autonomous. 


-+. This atomistic mindset has been reinforced by some churches' selective 
reading of the witness of God's action in human history. This misreading has 
resulted in: (1) a distorted doctrine of orders (structures) of creation; 
(2) a falsely individualistic doctrine of humanity; (3) an over-emphasis upon 
human domination of creation at the expense of stewardship; and (4) a 
preoccupation with benevolence at the expense of justice. ... — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Robert Nowell: "Letter from London" EPS 86.11.64 


By and large, British Christians do not insist on uniformity as the price of 
unity. They are impatient with ecclesiastical jargon, which many think 
obscures Jesus. They would like to share their faith with others, but are 
afraid to do so because they do not feel they have been well enough instructed 
in it themselves. 


These are some of the conclusions drawn from a survey of those taking part in 
the first stage of a three-year ecumenical project involving most British 
denominations. The project is the inter-church process of prayer, reflection, 
and discussion on the nature and purpose of the church which was launched in 
1985 under the title "Not strangers but pilgrims". Next year, it is to 
culminate in separate conferences of church representatives from England, 
Wales, and Scotland, leading then to a conference involving all three. The 
whole exercise could lead to a reshaping of the structures for ecumenical 
cooperation in Britain. 


Twenty-six of the 32 denominations taking part have now published, under the 
title "Reflections", official statements of how they see the church's life and 
mission. This is a volume with few surprises. 


More interesting is "Views from the Pews'', which analyses the responses of a 
sample of those who took part in the first stage of the inter-church process, 
the Lent 1986 course on the theme, "What on earth is the church for?" The 
course was broadcast by 58 local radio stations, and reached about a million 
people. Over 100,000 responded to a questionnaire included with the course, 
and a representatives sample of these replies was analysed. 


The responses suggest that the ordinary Christian in the pew is willing to go 
further along the road to unity than his or her church leaders are yet ready 
to do. They also show show that most see the church in spiritual terms: 
Asked to indicate how essential they thought various purposes of the church 
were, 86 percent said it was absolutely essential for the church to worship 
God and 66 percent for it to preach the gospel to all, but only 33 percent 
thought it absolutely essential for the church to speak out against injustice 
and evil (with a further 24 percent regarding this as important and another 24 
percent as very important). 


Among marks of the church regarded as essential were the gift and presence of 
the Holy Spirit (83 percent), regular celebration of the eucharist (79 
percent), regular meetings for public worship (77 percent), and scripture as 
containing all things necessary for salvation (66 percent). Forty-five 
percent regarded an ordained ministry as essential, and a further 32 percent 
as helpful, while 31 percent regarded bishops, priests and deacons as 
essential, and a further 30 percent as helpful. 


Twenty-nine percent found the authority of the pope unacceptable and a further 
15 percent found it unhelpful, while 10 percent found it essential - the view 
of 67 percent of the Roman Catholics and 18 percent of members of the Church 
of England - and a further 11 percent found it helpful. 


There was a similar blurring of denominational boundaries over the baptism of 
believers only, regarded as essential by 17 percent and helpful by a further 
16 percent. As Baptists made up only 4.6 percent of the sample, and all other 
churches outside the main denominations, 8.4 percent, believers' baptism 
clearly finds quite a wide range of support, even if found unhelpful by 14 
percent and unacceptable by 13 percent. By contrast, infant baptism was 
found unacceptable by only 3 percent and unhelpful by only 5 percent. —- EPS 


ECUVIEW/Kevin P. Clements: "Letter from Christchurch" EPS 86.11.65 


Clements, a Quaker, is senior lecturer in sociology at the University of 
Canterbury in Christchurch. He was a member a four-person, government 
appointed, Defence Committee of Enquiry. 


The election of the Labour government in July 1984 has resulted in some quite 
fundamental changes to New Zealand. On the economic front, the government has 
decided to implement policies aimed at creating a more open, competitive, 
market-led economy which it is claimed will stimulate faster economic growth, 
higher levels of employment, and an efficient productive base to take New 
zealand into the 2lst century. In this, the New Zealand Labour government has 
been behaving more like a conservative than a social democratic party. 


In the realm of foreign policy, the government was elected on a policy of 
banning all nuclear-armed-and-powered warships from New Zealand. This policy 
was developed in response to the anti-nuclear sentiment of New Zealanders, and 
as a specific concrete measure that New Zealand could take in trying to 
de-nuclearize the South Pacific region. (Australia and New Zealand also 
assumed responsibility to promote the South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone Treaty.) 


The response to this policy action from the US was swift and unequivocal. 
Because New Zealand had challenged global nuclear deterrence, the US decided 
to exclude New Zealand from the “Anglo-Saxon club" at the heart of the Western 
alliance. Thus New Zealand is no longer an ally of the US, but a friend. 
This action has precipitated some intensive debate within New Zealand about 
future defence-and-foreign-policy directions for New Zealand. 


To help stimulate this debate, the government instituted a Defence Committee 
of Enquiry. This four-person committee consisting of a former secretary of 
foreign affairs, a chief of general staff, a research scientist and the 
author, spent eight-and-a-half months gathering submissions from the public, 
conducting public hearings, and commissioning a public opinion poll. 


The results of this investigation are embodied in a report "Defence and 
Security: What New Zealanders Want". The submissions were overwhelmingly 
anti-nuclear and neutralist in orientation. A public opinion poll discovered 
a strong level of anti-nuclearism within the community (over 73 percent of the 
population want to ensure that their defence is unequivocally anti-nuclear, 
and 91 percent of the population oppose the stationing of nuclear, chemical, 
or biological weapons in New Zealand), but it also found that most New 
Zealanders wish to see themselves allied to some other country (Australia, UK 
and US or all three were the most often cited choices). 


The committee was left with the dilemma of having to reconcile anti-nuclearism 


with a desire for alignment. The obvious solution is a nuclear-free NZ in 
ANZUS, the US-Australia-New Zealand alliance. The US has made this 
impossible. So New Zealand must develop an alliance relationship with 
Australia, while separating itself from all nuclear aspects. This will 


satisfy some but not all of those wanting a non-nuclear New Zealand and the 
maintenance of some alliance relationship. 


New Zealand churches (The National Council of Churches in particular) can 
quite justifiably take some of the credit for moving New Zealanders in an 
unconditional anti-nuclear direction. It is to be hoped that this step can 
be consolidated and act as an example to other churches and other governments 
within the Western alliance system, and hopefully also in the Warsaw Pact 
countries, so that the two nuclear superpowers realize that if they wish to 
give priority to friendship with allies over pursuit of irrational containment 
strategies, they have to become more responsible on nuclear issues. - EPS 
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SHOPTALK (53/36) 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Geneva, 16-24 January. EPS coverage is 
planned for issues to be mailed 19,22, and 26 January. Coverage by telex or 
telephone to meet earlier deadlines, and coverage tailored to particular 
audiences, are available on request. Journalists are also welcome to cover in 
person. For information about that contact WCC/Thérése Pache, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Journalists in Europe (33, rue du Louvre, F-75002 Paris) is an organization 
that brings about 30 journalists from around the world to Paris each year for 
eight months of study, research, and writing. It is now inviting applications 
for its 1987-88 session from persons 25 to 35 with at least four years of 
experience. A working knowledge of English and French is required, though 
extensive pre-session courses in both languages will be offered. The session 
begins next October. 


Chile: A copy of the report of the ecumenical delegation which visited 
Chile, and of the letter to the Chilean president from the Confraternity of 
Christian Churches in Chile (EPS 86.11.28), is available from wCC/Charles 
Harper, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. The report includes five sections: a 
biblical and theological perspective, general aspects of the national 
situation, situation of the church in Chile, human rights in Chile, conclusion. 


EPS 86.08.63 will be superseded by a more detailed item. 


The new (October) issue of Ecumenical Review, a WCC quarterly, has as its 
theme "Sharing in Community". A copy is available from WCC Publications, Box 
66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


Additional information on the following EPS items is available as follows: 

86.12.05: WCC/PTE, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20 

86.12.06: Christian Association of Nigeria, Force Road, Box 951, Lagos 

86.12.12: All India Council of Christian Women, 1542, 5th Street, ‘H' Block, 
llth Main Road, Annanagar, Madras 600 040 

86.12.20: Ecumenical Youth Council in Europe, Pf. 282, H-1392 Budapest 62 


Corrigendum: In EPS 86.11.55, first line of next-to-last paragraph should 
read; In his welcome, [Eastern Orthodox] Church of Cyprus Archbishop ... 


Also in EPS 86.11.55, last paragraph, third line, delete the quotation marks 


after “Church of Cyprus, and in the fourth line, delete the quotation marks 
before Can the World Council ... 


EPS deadlines (at 0800 GMT) through January: 

Monday, 1 December 

Thursday, 4 December 

Thursday, 15 January 

Monday, 19 January 

Wednesday, 21 January 

Friday, 23 January 

Wednesday, 28 January. 


If you ask to be on the list, EPS headlines will be telexed to you. We 


oy for that. You can then ask for full texts of items you want. You pay for 
that. 


EPS printing: this issue, 25 November; next issue, 2 December. 


EPS is to appear 38 times in 1986. 


CHRISTIAN SERVICE: Ecumenical Press 


62 QUESTIONS ASKED Service 86.12.01 
LARNACA (Cyprus) - Participants in a global meeting on diakonia (Christian 


service) worked on a six-cluster spectrum of 62 questions in the final days of 
their consultation here (19-26 November: EPS 86.11.55,56,57,58,59). 


The questions were posed by Klaus Poser, Director of the Commission on 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service (CICARWS) of the Geneva-based 
World Council of Churches. It sponsored the consultation, "Diakonia 2000: 
Called to be Neighbours". 


Assisted by two other WCC staff members and two consultation participants, 
Poser distilled the questions from issues raised by 27 working groups of about 
10 persons each which met several times during the week. There was also 
input from regional groups (North America, Europe, Africa, Asia, the Pacific, 
the Middle East, the Caribbean, Latin America), Women, and Youth. 


In some sessions, individuals presented diaconal work in their countries; in 
another, four participants of other faiths (Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, and 
Hinduism) offered observations and critiques. 


The first cluster of questions dealt with such issues as the identity of the 
church, its unity, and the Christian commitment to change. Among other 
things, it asked whether the ecumenical maxim that "service unites" Christians 
is really true. It referred to "tensions between churches and action groups 
at the frontier" and asked how "we relate to organizations that have different 
approaches, such as World Vision". It also referred to special kinds of 
diakonia - “of suffering" or "of resistance", for example - in "new contextual 
situations", 


The second cluster raised questions about theologies, congregational renewal, 
the realtionship of "action and reflection", resources, and "inclusiveness". 
It asked how feminist and liberation theologies can "enrich our diakonia" and 
how “our political analyses and our theological reflections" can be made to 
"nourish our diakonia, and vice versa". It dealt with “affirming the 
rightful role of women and youth", and changing church structures to "reflect 
our identity with the people". 


The third cluster, “moving towards global diakonia", looked at work with 
people of other faiths, support for "minority churches in difficult 
situations", and struggle against "racism, casteism, other such forms of 
ethnic discrimination, marginalization, and socio-political injustice". "How 
do we become effective agents of change?" it asked, and “how do we relate to 
popular movements and the struggles of the oppressed?" 


"Prophetic diakonia" and how to deepen it was the focus of the fourth cluster, 
which included various church-state issues, such as the "line between 


cooperation and being co-opted", and finding space for "independent, 
authentic" witness. "Are we prepared for confrontation and its 
consequences?" it asked. It also wondered how the "powerless and oppressed 


gain power over their own lives", and how to link "microdiakonia" (individual 
Christian service) with "the struggle for justice". 


The fifth cluster focused on people as agents of change, and "people 


resources". It also referred to "South-South" dialogue and ways of 
"humanizing the world". The sixth cluster, "committing ourselves to life 
together", looked at "new models of sharing", and "open communication". ‘How 


can our commitment to alternative forms of sharing be concretized?" it asked. 
(over) 
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The clusters of questions did not prove equally popular. Asked to make a 
first and second choice for their work, none of the 27 groups chose issues of 
“global diakonia"; only one group wanted to work on the first cluster, 
"affirming the witness of the local churches". 


Commenting on the questions, Poser spoke of a world-wide “cry for answers" 
because of a “globalization of problems of challenges" to which the church and 
Christians could respond. He also suggested that the church has "“over- 
institutionalized and over-professionalized" its diakonia, with a result that 
many congregations and Christians do not think they need to be involved in it. 


Asked why he wasn't “more prophetic" in his presentation, Poser said he was 


"not a prophet", and also that the consultation was arranged to allow 
participants (rather than planners) to shape its contents on the basis of 
their interests and experiences. Thus, he said, its results would depend not 


on the synthesis of one person or a small group, but on what participants did 
in their small group and other work. 


In initial reactions to the collection of questions, participants frequently 
expressed thanks for an “impossible task" well accomplished, while making 
additional suggestions or comments. 


M. Azariah (Church of South India) proposed a “geographical diakonia" which 
might see the headquarters of world ecumenical organizations such as the WCC 
moved from Geneva to, for example, Nairobi. Urwin Holband (Lutheran Church 
in Suriname) said it was time for CICARWS to "take women and young people 
seriously". 


Urging Christians to be practical as well as prophetic, David Bleakley (Irish 
Council of Churches) asked for more attention to the "theology of 
economics". He suggested an international Christian commission to study 
proposals for a "new international, economic order". Georges Tsetsis 
(Ecumenical Patriarchate) wished for more specifics about CICARWS work with 
refugees and migrants, and on various world issues. 


Alfred Barnabas (Methodist Church in India) said effects of technology on 
diaconal issues should be looked at. Garth Legge (United Church of Canada) 
spoke of the importance of helping Christians in Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America to share with each other their stories and struggles . 


Charles Amjad-Ali (Church of Pakistan) called it “incredible" that a major 
result of days of discussions was a lot of questions. He also suggested that 
youth not be seen as a monolithic group, undivided by North-South issues, and 
he called for more discussion of the role of transnational corporations. 
Geevarghese Osthatios (Syrian Orthodox Church in India) called for a "Larnaca 
declaration" to “identify the modern Hitlers" opposing justice. 


June Rodriguez (United Church of Christ in the Philippines) said Christians 
need to be reminded that others are already struggling "with or without the 
church". She urged women and youth to identify with the “oppressed and 
exploited" in the "one struggle". Samir Kafity (Episcopal Church in 
Jerusalem and the Middle East) observed that getting the powerful to change is 
much more difficult than calling on the powerless to do that. 


The consultation also included a series of three bible studies by a former WCC 
staff member, Albert van den Heuvel, now a Dutch broadcasting executive. In 
commenting on Jesus’ observation (Luke 5:39) that no one wants new wine after 
drinking the old, van den Heuvel suggested that Christians should not polarize 


things too much, but rather be content to allow different forms of diakonia to 
operate side-by-side. - EPS 
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NEW ROMANIAN ORTHODOX PATRIARCH Ecumenical Press 
ENTHRONED IN BUCHAREST CEREMONY Service 86.12.02 


BUCHAREST (Romania) - The fifth patriarch of the Romanian Orthodox Church, 
Teoctist, was enthroned (here, 16 November) during ceremonies at the (ititcdrat 
of Saints Constantine and Helen. A week earlier the 71-year-old Teoctist, 
since 1977 archbishop of Iasi and metropolitan of Moldavia, had been Mee tea 
archbishop of Bucharest and metropolitan of Muntenia - and therefore also 
patriarch - to replace Justin, who died in July. 


The Romanian Orthodox church counts 17 million members in the more than 8000 
parishes of its 13 dioceses. Independent and self-governing (autocephalous) 
since 1885, the church traces its traditional origins to the first- -century 
preaching of St Andrew in this part of Europe. 


Ordained a priest in 1944, Teoctist became a bishop in 1950 and served as 
vicar to then-patriarch Justinian and as dean of the theological institute in 
Bucharest. He is a member of the consultative committee of the Conference of 
European Churches and has participated actively in preparatory conferences 
planning a proposed "great synod" of all Eastern Orthodox Churches. 


Among representatives of Orthodox and other churches at the enthronement 
ceremony were two Orthodox patriarchs (Diodoros of Jerusalem and Maxim of 
Bulgaria), Johannes Cardinal Willebrands of the Vatican Secretariat for the 
Promotion of Christian Unity, and Metropolitan Paulos Mar Gregorios of India, 
one of the seven WCC presidents, and Ion Bria, one of two WCC staff members 
from the Romanian Orthodox Church. 


In an address on behalf of the WCC at the enthronement ceremony Gregorios 
recalled that it was taking place exactly 25 years after the Romanian Orthodox 
Church joined the WCC (during the Council's Third Assembly in New Delhi, 
1961). Gregorios said he was certain that Romanian Orthodox contributions to 
the ecumenical community would "continue to flow in even greater strengths 
than before under Teoctist's leadership. - EPS 


Hungarian ecumenical group appeals on Transylvania EPS 86.12.03 


BUDAPEST - An unofficial ecumenical group based here, the Committee for 
Reconciliation, has issued a "Call for Reconciliation to the Caring People of 
Hungary and Romania". In it, the group asks the pope, the World Council of 
Churches, the Soviet Union, and human-rights activists in the West to work 
together to encourage Romanian authorities to end the "large-scale abuse of the 
most basic human rights" of Jews and ethnic Hungarians and Germans in the 
Transylvania area of Romania. The appeal urges Romanian denominations 

[Eastern Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Reformed, Lutheran, Baptist], "bound together 
by our common Christian heritage" to reflect an ecumenical spirit. It asks 
Hungarians to avoid counter-displays of "hatred, mockery, and feelings of 
Hungarian supremacy", and calls on all in Transylvania to apply the "thoughts 
and practice of Jesus, Tolstoy, Gandhi, and Martin Luther King". - EPS 

Taizé leader in Berlin nS 86.12.04 
BERLIN - Roger Schutz, founder and prior of the ecumenical Taizé community in 
south-eastern France attended (18 October) parallel, ecumenical services here in 
the capital of the GDR [East Germany]. With Schutz at both the Roman Catholic 
cathedral (St Hedwig's) and a large Evangelical [United] church (St Mary's) were 
the bishops who lead the city's Roman Catholic and Evangelical Christians - 
Joachim Meisner and Gottfried Forck. An estimated 5000 people, mostly young, 
attended the services, which continued for several hours. The following 
morning, GDR radio broadcast music from Taizé and a message from Brother Roger 
during time reserved for Evangelical religious broadcasting. - EPS 


Theological education in the Pacific EPS 86.12.05 
GENEVA - About 20 people from around the world took part in a three-day 
consultation (27-29 October) here to discuss a five-year development plan for 
Pacific Theological College (Suva, Fiji), ways to raise the 1.8 million US 
dollars needed for it, and issues related to theological education in the entire 
region - Polynesia, Melanesia, and Micronesia. In the latter area, it was said, 
current approaches to theological education result in church divisions. The 
consultation was hosted by the World Council of Churches. — EPS 


Nigerian Christians reiterate concerns EPS 86.12.06 
LAGOS - Following a meeting of its Standing Committee (here, 29 October), the 
Christian Association of Nigeria reiterated concerns about security in the 
country because of the "perilous problem posed by ubiquitous armed robbery", to 
which federal and state government have "no effective solution"; "religious 
intolerance" shown by "fanatical Muslims" in some Nigerian states who are working 
towards "the total eradication of Christianity from the states concerned"; and 
the continued membership of Nigeria in the Organization of the Islamic 

Conference (EPS 86.03.44), despite opposition by the “overwhelming majority of 
Nigerians". On the latter point, the association asks God to grant "the present 
military regime such grace to enable it to renounce its abominable imposition of 
the membership of the OIC on our entire nation". Most Nigerians are either 
Christians or Muslims, in roughly equal numbers. - EPS 


Irish Presbyterians on Anglo-Irish Agreement EPS 86.12.07 
BELFAST (Northern Ireland) -- In advance of the first anniversary (15 November) of 


the Anglo-Irish Agreement, which gives the Republic of Ireland a consultative 
voice in affairs in Northern Ireland (a province of the UK), the Presbyterian 
Church in Ireland held a Day of Prayer for Peace and Goodwill in Ireland 

(2 November). In a resolution, the PCI General Board appealed for "calm and 
respect for law and order by all sections of the community”. It also expressed 
“sincere appreciation to the forces of law and order, both north and south of the 
border, for their efforts to maintain the peace, and to bring criminals to 
justice". The agreement has been strongly criticized by both Unionist (pro-UK) 
and Nationalist (pro-Republic) segments of the province. - EPS 


Symposium explores biological and medical issues EPS 86.12.08 
ERLANGEN (FRG) - About 300 participants came to a symposium here (8-12 October) 


to discuss ethical and social issues related to modern biology and medicine. 

Among criteria suggested for biological and medical research are that it 
accommodate mistakes, proceed more slowly, and be reversible and interdisciplinary. 
It was also suggested that experiments involving embryos be banned, and that a 
moratorium be imposed on genetic-engineering projects. The symposium was co- 


sponsored by the FRG Evangelical University Graduates Association and the World 
Council of Churches. - EPS 


Malaysia National Christian Conference planned EPS 86.12.09 
KUALA LUMPUR - A third National Christian Conference, here, next 17-20 February, 
1s expected to attract about 500 participants from all over Malaysia. The 
conference is sponsored by the Christian Federation of Malaysia. It includes the 
Council of Churches of Malaysia, National Evangelical Christian Fellowship, and 
Roman Catholic Church in Malaysia. Previous such gatherings were held in this 
mostly Muslim country in 1979 and 1982. Major topics on the conference agenda 
are Christian mission in a pluralistic society, Christians and the state, 


Christian compassion in a suffering society, and Christian youth in a changing 
society. - EPS 


——— 


Tanzanian president urges church to support public morality EPS 86.12.10 
MOSHI (Tanzania) - Tanzanian President Ali Hassan Mwinyi, speaking at a 

ceremony here marking the beginning of the new term of Presiding Bishop Sebastian 
Kolowa of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania, urged the church to do all 
it can to support public morality, especially among youth, many of whom, he said, 
no longer listen to their elders or government. Though the government puts 
criminals in prison, Mwinyi said, that is not a solution to spiritual problems 
reflected in bad behaviour. - EPS 


Bishop criticizes Gaddafi's remarks; criticized in turn EPS 86.12.11 
KAMPALA - Ugandan Anglican bishop and evangelist Festo Kivengere has criticized 
remarks by Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi during his visit to Uganda. Gaddafi 
reportedly told worshippers at the headquarters here of the Muslim Supreme 
Council that Christianity is a colonial, non-African faith. The bishop said 
Christians led efforts to abolish the slave trade, in which Islamic Arabs were 
among those involved. However, said Kivengere, it is better not to dig up "the 
bones of the bad things in history. ... Muslims and Christians in Uganda ... now 
live together in peace", he observed, and "do not want any more" religious wars, 
such as there were last century. The bishop's comments brought accusations in 
some newspapers that it was he who was inciting Christian-Muslim hostility as an 
agent of foreign powers. Director General Al-Hajji Muhammud Katende of the 
Islamic Information Centre here said the bishop misquoted Gaddafi, who, he said, 
never said anything against Christians or their faith. Local newspapers did 
not report the remarks objected to by the bishop, but international news agencies 
quoted Libyan radio to that effect. - EPS 


All India Council of Christian Women holds Fourth Assembly Beso OO, aes 
MADRAS - About 150 women attended the Fourth Assembly of the All India Council 

of Christian Women (here, 29 September - 3 October). Among others, the assembly 
heard from Beatrice Wood, moderator of the Sub Unit on Women of the World Council 
of Churches, and Vibhuti Patel, an “activist and theoretician of the secular 
women's movement" in India. Offering a Christian perspective, E. V. Mathew 
urged church women to act with secular women's groups on some issues. Four 
women - a rural organizer, one challenging discriminatory inheritance laws, a 
presbyter in the [United] Church of South India, and a youth - offered "moving 
testimonies from ... within patriarchal structures". The assembly made various 
recommendations on rural women, the family, legal issues affecting women 
(including proposed amendments to the Indian Christian Marriage Act of 1872 and 
the Indian Christian Divorce Act of 1869), theological concerns, and church 
structures (including a call for at least "one-third representation for women 


in all levels of the churches' work"). The assembly meets every four years. 
The council is part of the National Council of Churches in India. - EPS 
Christian Council of Ghana sets up alcoholism committee ASN LG A i) 
ACCRA - The Christian Council of Ghana has set up a committee to look into 
problems of alcoholism and alcohol abuse in the country. CCG General Secretary 
A. K. Zormelo said "Christians must abstain" from alcohol. - EPS 

Methodist minister dismissed for taking church to court EPS $6212, 314 


CAPE COAST (Ghana) - A district superintendent of the Methodist Church in Ghana 
has been dismissed because of court action he initiated against the denomination. 
Methodist President J. S. A. Stephens said six ministers and two elders who 
supported K. B. Micah Adu Buandoh in his action would be counselled, censured, 
and disciplined for that. - EPS 


South Asian church leaders meet EPS 86.12.15 


DHAKA (Bangladesh) - Church leaders from Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka, and 
Bangladesh were to meet (here, 26 October-2 November) under the auspices of the 
Singapore-based Christian Conference of Asia to discuss common problems and 
challenges. — EPS 


Asian Christian cooperation EPS 86.12.16 


TOKYO - For the first time, a representative of the Christian Conference of 
Asia, General Secretary San Jung Park, was invited to the Plenary Assembly 
(the fourth) of FABC, the federation of Roman Catholic bishops' conferences in 
Asia (here, 16-25 September). The CCA General Committee has encouraged moves 
for a closer working relationship with FABC, and the first Roman Catholic 
observer came to a committee meeting last year. CCA, founded in 1957, groups 
16 national Christian councils and more than 90 denominations in 16 Asian 
countries, including Australia and New Zealand. — EPS 


Ecumenical aid up EPS 86.12.17 


GENEVA - A report from the inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) of the World 
Council of Churches shows it gathered 44.1 million US dollars worth of aid for 
inter-church aid projects, refugee programmes, and emergency appeals in 1985. 
This compares with 37.8 million in 1984, 33.2 million in 1983, and 41.4 million 
in 1982. - EPS 


Philippine government looks into alleged sale of babies EPS 86.12.18 


MANILA - A Philippine government official - Lily Talagon - has said her ministry 
of social services and development has asked for a probe of Homes for Children 
International, an organization related to the Philippine Bible Apostolic 
Holiness Church. Talagon said HCI may be guilty of illegally trafficking in 
babies. - EPS 


Missionaries in Philippines take different stands EPS 86.12.19 


MANILA - A group of 49 foreign missionaries in the Philippines has condemned 
"US interventionist policies" as a major cause of problems here. About the 
same time, a group of 16 missionaries said that to cut off US military aid, as 
the first group suggested, would mean “either to hand the country over to the 
communists, or to abandon it to anarchy". - EPS 


Ecumenical Youth Council in Europe meeting EPS 86.12.20 


BEREKFURDS (Hungary) - People connected with church youth work in 18 countries 
met here (12-18 October) for the 18th General Meeting of the Ecumenical Youth 
Council in Europe. Effects of Militarism and the arms race, and such questions 
as the situation of Christians in liberation struggles, military service and 
conscientious objection, scientific research with military objectives, "the need 
to halt SDI" (the US proposal for a space-based defense against missiles), the 
"armaments lobby", and "the optimism of the prophetic tradition compared with 
the frustration and resignation of many young people", were considered by 
participants. The meeting proposed that all involved in EYCE pray for peace on 
Christmas Eve; it accepted a resolution that one-third of participants in EYCE 
events, and of members of EYCE committees are to be women. It also okayed a 
proposal for a Fifth European Ecumenical Youth Conference, in 1990 in West 
Germany (FRG). The 19th EYCE General Meeting is to be next October at the 
Corrymeela community in Northern Ireland. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Raymond Fung: "Church Without Limits" EPS 86.12 .21 


Fung is evangelism secretary at the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 
This is excerpted from a presentation (31 October) to a meeting sponsored by 
the Ecumenical Council of Denmark, Danish Missionary Council, and Council on 
Inter-Church Relations of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Denmark. 


--. We all know that the institutional church is beset with limits, especially 
as it comes to the matter of solidarity with the poor. Our concern here is 
therefore to search for a set of theological understandings which will give 
the church the courage and the knowledge to be more free in its involvement in 
mission, towards the end that the Good News may be proclaimed more effectively 
among the poor, and among those who are not poor. 


To begin the search, I believe we need clarity on three points. 1) Who are 
the poor? 2) What do we understand by "limits"? and 3) What do we understand 
by "solidarity"? 


The first is relatively simple. According to the Bible, the poor are those on 
whose behalf God intervened in Egypt. The poor are those on whose behalf 
Amos, Micah, Isaiah and many other prophets have spoken out. One may say the 
poor in the first place are the wretched of the earth: those who have no 
wealth, no power, no influence, no prestige; those who have no one except God. 
This is the essential meaning of the "anawim" in biblical history. 


And then, from this basic meaning came another perspective according to which 
the poor are those who rely on God alone, who put their trust not in power or 
wealth. This is the meaning of the poor, and it is to these that the gospel 
is proclaimed. 


On the nature of "limits": Let me share the following story told recently ... 
by a black Lutheran bishop in South Africa. We all know the situation in that 
part of the world. And please do not take the story in any way as my comment 
on South Africa today. I am retelling the story simply to talk about the 
"limits" of the church. 


A young black woman was burned to death by a group of her fellow black people 
in a township. She had been suspected of being a police informer. A church 
funeral was arranged. Several pastors were warned to stay away. The day 
came, the pastors were all there. They had no choice. They were the girl's 
pastors, and she was one of their people, informer or no informer. Hence the 
limits, and the limitlessness, of the church. 


This takes us direct to the third point: the nature of "solidarity". What do 
we mean when we say we are in solidarity with someone? I think we mean the 
existence of a pastoral relationship - an intentional tie which binds the 
persons of the two together, both in the privacy of their person-to-person 
encounter, and in the limelight of the public place. 


On the basis of "you are my people", the pastor, and by extension the church, 
deals privately and publicly with the action, the behaviour and the needs of 
the other person, supporting, challenging, judging, denouncing as the case may 
be. 


But in all cases, there is an unmistakable stance, understood by both the 
other person and the outside world, that no matter what the circumstances are, 
the church does not, and cannot, dissociate itself from the person of its own 


people. over 
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As it is, the term “critical solidarity" is not only redundant, it is 
downright misleading and can become counter-witnessing. "Solidarity", as a 
pastoral attitude, is duty-bound to say "no" but only in the framework of an 
unconditional, ongoing, much larger YES. 


Jesus offered numerous instances of solidarity as his basic mode of reaching 
out to people. The Sermon on the Mount, for example, is not so much a code of 
moral conduct for Jesus' followers. Nor is it an actual description of the 
poor. It is, I think, Jesus’ declaration that the experience and aspirations 
of the poor are important. That they are the stuff that theology should be 
made of. That they provide the substance for the agenda of the church. 


In short, in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus made the declaration that the poor 
are the focus of God's attention. This is what the church is called upon to 
do in being called to be in solidarity with the poor, no more and no less. 


What then is the meaning of "solidarity with the poor" in the mission of the 
church in Denmark and beyond? Where do we draw the line? Who are “our 
people" with whom we insist on a pastoral relationship and declare solidarity? 
Who are not “our people" with whom we need not be in solidarity? 


Within the borders of Denmark, I trust we need to decide whether the church, 
whether Lutheran or Free, is a church of the active members, i.e. the five 
percent of the population. Or that ours is a church not only of the active 
five percent, but also, shall we say, of the inactive, nominal 90 percent who 
nevertheless have a claim on the church, either through birth, baptism or some 
other ways. 


Coming from Asia, where the Christian churches are small minorities, I am 
naturally inclined towards the former option. The idea of the church as the 
faithful remnant in a faithless and unfaithful world can be emotionally 
satisfying and theologically tenable. But I do not wish to encourage you to 
think in this fashion. Regardless of the indifference of the 90 percent, they 
remain your people whom the active five percent cannot dissociate themselves 
from. 


But, how do we see the 90 percent theologically? Or, to use pious language, 
who are they in the eyes of God? Upon the answer to this question depends our 
attitude to them, the content of that message we wish to share and how the 
message is to be communicated. Theologically, who are our next door 


neighbours who are part of the 90 percent? Are they pagans? heathens? Is God 
working in their hearts? 


We say they serve mammon. Are we saying that they are secularists, who 
happily live their lives without reference to things of the spirit? Or are we 
Saying that they are in fact religious people who so far have managed to find 
only a false god? I would suggest that it is proper and useful to relate to 
the inactive and indifferent as if they are indeed Christians. That the 
church speaks to them as if they are part of us and not strangers from outside. 


However secular and non-religious their outlook is, I would suggest that we 
speak to them as if they are indeed Christians. Deal with them as if they 
care about what Jesus cared about. And challenge them as if they too want to 
follow Christ. By having the consciousness that the inactive and nominal 90 
percent of the Danish population are part of the Christian family, the church 
stands a better chance of making sense to them. ... - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Thomas F. Best: "Church Union Negotiations: 1983-86" EPS 86.12 .22 


Best is an executive secretary for faith and order at the Geneva-based World 
Council of Churches. This is excerpted from his introduction to Faith and 
Order Paper No. 133, “Survey of Church Union Negotiations: 1983-1985/86. 


This survey focuses upon the vision and work of the uniting churches - those 
pursuing active negotiations, across denominational lines, towards organic 
union. Such efforts now occur within a very broad and diverse ecumenical scene 
including multilateral discussions ("Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry"), 
bilateral discussions, and a growing self-awareness and self-confidence among 
the various Christian World Communions. What, then, is the distinctive 
experience and contribution of the uniting churches within the one ecumenical 
movement ? 


Three critical affirmations arise from our present survey. The first is that 
progress towards union requires a vision with at least three elements: (1) it 
must spring from the concrete experience of the pain of separation from other 
Christians; (2) it must be rooted in the gospel imperative of unity (for 
example, in John 17) rather than institutional or bureaucratic needs; (3) it 
must be clearly communicated to, and widely shared by, those within the 
churches involved. 


It is the first of these - the experience of disunity as unnatural and painful 
- that is most often lacking. Naturally the vision of a united church must be 
more compelling than our present, all-too-comfortable divisions. But since 
change, both personal and institutional, is threatening, the pain of our 
present separation must also be greater than the fear of the changes which 
unity will require. 


This experience of the pain of disunity is powerfully illustrated in ... 
Malaysia .... Ecumenism there was born in the common experience of Christian 
leaders interned in Changi prison during the Second World War. Their 
denominational differences had centred on varying interpretations of baptism, 
communion, etc. When there was no bread, no cup, no wine to be had, when the 
only water for baptism was that from the toilet in their cell, they 
experienced their primal unity as Christians rather than their separate 
identities as Anglicans or Methodists. 


Such experiences create in those who have them a hunger for unity. But they 
are not in themselves sufficient; the experience must be made accessible to 
the churches as a whole, and structural forms must be found to enable 
institutional change. This can be very difficult, as indeed the history of 
union efforts in Malaysia shows. 


The second affirmation is that our work towards unity must be inseparably 
related to our struggles for peace and justice in the world. Union 
negotiations must foster our commitment to the world which God has made; they 
must not serve as any kind of diversion, or an excuse for our remaining safely 
behind our own walls. This is the witness of the Church Unity Commission in 
Southern Africa, whose secretary wrote already in 1985: 


“Where the churches have acted together in solidarity with the people in the 
present crisis, their credibility has been acknowledged, their voice has been 
heard and their united witness and service have brought comfort and strength 
to those in need and distress. There can be no diminution of the church's 
responsibility and visibility as it seeks first the kingdom of God and his 
justice for our sick society; and in that process the churches must come 
closer to one another... our response to the present crisis must be an act of 
reconciliation. over 
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"This adds a dimension of urgency to the search for union in our divided 
society, particularly as the church is not an end in itself; its umity is 
intended to serve as a sign to the world of what oneness and community can 
mean, and as a sign of the intended unity of humankind as well. Such a sign is 
urgently needed in South Africa today." 


Such a challenge makes work towards unity imperative precisely because of our 
commitment to peace and justice for all God's people and for all the people of 
the earth. 


A third affirmation is that uniting churches are making important theological 
contributions to the whole ecumenical movement, and understand themselves as 
an integral part of that movement. This is clear, for example, from the 
Commission of the Covenanted Churches in Wales' important document, "Ministry 
in a Uniting Church" (March 1986), which draws on the Faith and Order document 
"Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry" and the work of bilateral discussions 
(particularly the report of the Anglican/Reformed International Commission, 
"God's Reign and Our Unity"). 


Within this broader context the Welsh document on ministry surveys three 
previous union schemes (both successful and non-successful) to learn from this 
experience in reconciling episcopally-ordered and non-episcopally ordered 
ministries (i.e. the Church of South India, the Church of England/Methodist 
Church conversations, and the English Covenant proposals). 


Other resources include "Towards a Reconciliation of Ministries", produced by 
the French Catholic/Protestant Groupe des Dombes, and the "Plan of Church 
Union in North India and Pakistan". 


This means that the discussion and proposed solutions of critical issues about 
ministry in Wales will be important resources for uniting and united churches, 
for Christian World Communions in their bilateral dialogues, and for the Faith 
and Order movement itself. 


Besides these affirmations there are two developments which should be noted. 
The first is the emergence of alternate approaches to unity, such as the 
language of "partnership" or of "unity by stages". It is too early to be sure 
how these approaches relate to the concept of organic unity which uniting 
churches have traditionally pursued. 


Some have called the partnership approach a "retreat" from full commitment to 
unity. But it is striking that some provisions of the Disciples/UCC 
partnership are highly advanced - for example the inclusion of members, with 
voice and vote, from one church on governing boards of the other. 


Partnership plans which promote the sharing of ecumenical experience thus can 


be a helpful stage - so long as they do not become a substitute for eventual 
full, organic union. 


A final point is that a Fifth International Consultation of United and Uniting 
Churches has been scheduled for July 1987. This is being planned under the 
auspices of the Faith and Order Commission, WCC, and will be held in Potsdam 
at the invitation of the Evangelical Church of the Union in the GDR. ; 


The meeting will focus on the experience and contributions of united and 
uniting churches in three areas: the question of models of unity, the issue of 


participation in the life of united churches, and new forms of mission for 
these churches. ... - EPS 
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ECUTEXT: "Christian Witness in a Multi-Religious Asia" EPS 86,12 523 


This is excerpted from the statement of a seminar on "Christian Witness in a 
Multi-Religious Context" co-sponsored by the Asia and World Alliances of YMCAs 
in Chiangmai, Thailand (27-31 October). About 40 people from 18 countries 
attended. 


The report noted among major Asian issues poverty, militarism, conflicts 
between religious and ethnic communities, and "new questions about the place 
and role of women and youth". 


The seminar also formulated recommendations related to national life, the 
Christian community, the YMCA, at its local, regional, and world levels. 


--. The most important lesson that we learnt at our meeting ... is that no 
single religious community in Asia can face these problems alone. 


Christians in particular, as tiny minorities in many of our societies, need to 
awake to the reality that God has called us to a ministry in our society which 
we can fulfil only in cooperation and solidarity with others. 


We need new ways to relate and work with people of other faiths. Our 
Christian witness has to be offered in our act of collaboration, our 
sensitiveness in our relationships and in what we bring into our life with our 
neighbours. 


We are convinced that our call to love our neighbours includes our willingness 
to participate with them in their struggles and to cooperate with them in 
setting up the signs of the Kingdom. 


We understood incarnation as God's unconditional willingness to enter and 
participate in human life. We see no better example to follow in our own 
calling. For we know that He who calls us is faithful, and that He will keep 
it until that day that which he has entrusted to us (II Timothy 2:11). 


We realize that the YMCA is found mostly in semi-urban and urban areas and 
generally caters to the middle and upper classes while the majority of the 
population in Asia is comprised of the rural and lower classes. 


The YMCA also reflects a western image through its institutionalized 
activities. We find that it has to a large extent, thus, isolated itself 
from identifying with the local cultures and has become remote from the 
mainstream of national life and national concerns. 


We recognize that we are generally a small minority witnessing in plural and 
multi-religious societies. While attempts are being made to be an ecumenical 
movement, it cannot be ruled out that there is a certain element of 
discrimination in relation to denominational differences within its staff, 


membership and constituency. 


In its failure to accept people of other faiths as equal partners, the YMCA is 
sometimes misunderstood by others as being unsympathetic and insensitive to 


them. 


The above are some of the key obstacles that have been identified at the 
seminar and they need to be overcome in the future for a meaningful and 
effective dialogue with people of other faiths. This is the challenge that 
we face today within the Asian context. ... — EPS 


ECUTEXT: "Christian Council on Situation in Sri Lanka" EPS 86.12.24 


[This item is excerpted from a statement by the National Christian Council of 
Sri Lanka. The NCC includes Anglican, Methodist, United (CIS), Reformed 
(Presbyterian), Baptist, and Salvation Army participation. Sri Lanka is 
mostly Buddhist. Tension between the majority Sinhalese and minority Tamil 
communities has led to violence in recent years. ] ‘ 


... The state must, in line too with the ideals of democracy, recognize the 
equality of all citizens, ensure to them security of person and property, 
equality before the law and untrammelled access to fair judicial process in the 
adjudication of disputes, and equality of opportunity for development in the 
light of their several talents, skills, industry and ability, through education 
and access to employment. 


The state must also, in our vision, ensure for every citizen the means to satisfy, 
with dignity, his minimum needs of food, clothing and shelter and medical care, 
through efficient and effective schemes of social security. 


The want of such a scheme has contributed in no small measure to the envy, 
frustration and animosities which have surfaced in the speech and action of 
individuals and groups, which in turn have fostered those policies of 
discrimination which have triggered the ethnic conflict. 


We are convinced that that conflict is a result of policies intended to secure 
improvement in the material conditions and prospects of members of the majority 
ethnic group, which not infrequently have adversely affected the interests of 
the minorities. 


It is an accepted fact that repeated endeavours in the past to have injustices 
removed through constitutional means have failed. It is in this situation that 
protest and rebellion, culminating in armed struggle by “armed Eelamist 
organizations", have arisen. 


The conflict continues in spite of earlier efforts made by the government and in 
spite of the much more hopeful current proposals, further spreading suspicion 
and fear, causing deprivation of their means of livelihood and expulsion from 
their homes for unnumbered families. 


It brutalizes the minds of combatants and non-combatants alike, it diverts 
scarce resources from development to militarization, and compels increased 
wasteful borrowing abroad. 


It causes large-scale destruction of property, both public and private, and 
lowers our national credit and standing internationally. It continues to take 


a hideous toll of life and limb, with consequent impoverishment, grief and 
misery. 


In the situation, the National Christian Council, while supporting wholeheartedly 
the principle of the maintenance of the unity, integrity and sovereignty of Sri 


Lanka, welcomes the principle of devolution of power and the ongoing process of 
negotiation. 


We have, in the past, associated ourselves with other religious organizations and 
with other groups and individuals of goodwill in seeking a just and equitable ~ 
political solution to the conflict. Since the current proposals provide a 

basis on which such a solution can be structured, we appeal to leaders of all 
political parties, religious institutions and other sources to manage the affairs 
of the province, conformable with the integrity, safety and development of the 


nation as a whole, which are ensured through powers reserved to the central 
government; =... — EPS 
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SHOPTALK (53/37) 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Geneva, 16-24 January. EPS coverage is 
planned for issues to be mailed 19,22, and 26 January. Coverage by telex or 
telephone to meet earlier deadlines, and coverage tailored to particular 
audiences, are available on request. Journalists are also welcome to cover in 
person. For further information coverage, contact EPS/Thérése Pache, Box 66, 


CH-1211 Geneva 20. 
New from WCC Publications (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): 


Living in the Image of Christ: The Laity in Ministry, by Hans 
Ruedi Weber (8.90 Swiss francs, 4.95 US dollars, 3.50 UK pounds) 


Whither Ecumenism? A Dialogue in the Transit Lounge of the 
Ecumenical Movement, edited by Thomas Wieser (13.50 Swiss francs, 
7.95 US dollars, 4.95 UK pounds). 


Chile: A copy of the report of the ecumenical delegation which visited 
Chile, and of the letter to the Chilean president from the Confraternity of 
Christian Churches in Chile (EPS 86.11.28), is available from WCC/Charles 
Harper, Box 66, CH-121l1 Geneva 20. The report includes five sections: a 
biblical and theological perspective, general aspects of the national 
situation, situation of the church in Chile, human rights in Chile, conclusion. 


The new (October) issue of Ecumenical Review, a WCC quarterly, has as its 
theme "Sharing in Community". A copy is available from WCC Publications, Box 
66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The text of the statement by the spirituality consultation (EPS 86.12.27) is 
available from WCC/PTE. The full text of the Larnaca Declaration (EPS 
86.12.25) is available from WCC/CICARWS. Both are at Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


In EPS 86.10.121, words are missing in the third-from-last paragraph. After 
Assyrian Church of the East, the sentence should conclude: all the Oriental 
Orthodox churches except that of Ethiopia, and half of the world's Eastern 
Orthodox churches. 


In EPS 86.11.32, make the spelling in the fifth paragraph McConigle. In 
EPS 86.12.12, make the spelling in the third word of the third line of the 
text Bertrice. In EPS 86.12.16, the name in the second line of the text should 
be Park Sang Jung. 


EPS deadlines in January (0800 GMT): 
Wednesday, 14 
Monday, 19 
Wednesday, 21 
Friday, 23 
Wednesday, 28. 


Weekly Tuesday deadlines resume in February. 


If you ask to be on the list, EPS headlines will be telexed to you. We 
pay for that. You can then ask for texts of items you want. You pay for that. 


EPS printing: this issue, 3 December; next issue, 5 December. 


This is the penultimate issue of EPS for 1986. 


CONSULTATION: RECOMMENDATIONS AND Ecumenical Press 


DECLARATION ON CHRISTIAN SERVICE Service 86.12.25 
LARNACA (Cyprus) - A global ecumenical meeting here on inter-church aid, 


refugee, and world service produced seven groups of recommendations, and a 
declaration which affirms the commitment of the approximately 250 participants 
to "peace and justice through diakonia [service]". The world consultation 
[EPS 86.11.55,56,57,58,59; 12.01], "“Diakonia 2000: Called To Be Neighbours", 
was organized by the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. The last such 
event was in July 1966 [EPS 1966, no.22, pp.6-10]. 


The declaration [EPS 86.12.40] includes a confession of sin and "complicity in 
upholding, tacitly or implicitly, structures and systems in the churches and 
society that oppress human beings, causing suffering for the people of God". 
It outlines a series of instances where "the people are now struggling" for 
life, justice, and peace. 


Participants urge the church to "do more to confront the unjust structures 
which have prevented women and young people from being full and active 
participants in determining the directions of Christian service." They say 
"young people are in the forefront of the struggle, and are challenging 
churches with their resistance and liberating diakonia," while "women, who 
have always performed most of the diaconal ministry of the churches, are even 
more engaged in deepening ... understandings of a diakonia centred on people." 


The declaration says "everywhere the people make a prophetic diakonia 
essential for churches’ role in shaping the future. ... Justice will not be 
given by the powerful until and unless the powerless stand together. We know 
that God is with those struggling for justice and peace, and we know in our 
hearts - if not yet in our actions - that our place must be with them." 


The consultation spent several hours in plenary sessions hearing and 
discussing the recommendations and the text of the declaration, which were 
prepared by sub-groups. Participants made various comments and suggestions 
for additions and deletions, though no formal votes were taken. The texts, 
and a record of the comments, went for consideration to the WCC Commission on 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World Service (CICARWS), which met here 
immediately afterwards (27-29 November). 


The recommendations address issues like church unity; local-church witness; 
"global diakonia"; "churches in difficult situations"; "prophetic diakonia"; 
church structures; training, education, and "awareness building"; information 
sharing; visitations and exchanges; "new models of sharing"; and refugees. 


During the consultation, there were separate meetings or caucuses by region, 
and also for youth, women, and Orthodox participants. On behalf of the 
Orthodox, Leonid Kishkovsky (Orthodox Church in America) called the exchange 
during the meeting "mutually enriching". 


But, he said, the process was such that what is "unique or specific" about an 
Orthodox approach to diakonia did not get sufficient attention, and there was 
a "certain stereotyping" at times. He also suggested that the Roman Catholic 
participation should have been more prominent and focused. (The Vatican sent 
seven observers; the WCC invited another three Roman Catholic participants 
directly.) 


Towards the end of the meeting, participants offered various "visions" for 
diakonia, key words of which were placed as posters on an enormous cartoon, 
Among other things, they urged diakonia "rooted in people's culture" and 
"marked by biblical realism". Said one slogan: "God is our donor." — EPS 


CHURCH IN BRITAIN, IRELAND URGED: Ecumenical Press 
UNDERTAKE DISTURBING RE-APPRAISAL Service 86.12.26 


LONDON (Robert Nowell) - The semi-annual assembly (here, 24-26 November) of 
the British Council of Churches unanimously urged denominations in Britain and 
Ireland to re-examine their own beliefs and practices regarding baptism, 
eucharist, and ministry (BEM), "however disturbing it may be". 


The assembly also suggested various practical consequences in the wake of the 
1982 BEM text of the World Council of Churches. These include Christians 
attending and sharing, as far as possible, in other churches' worship; 
ecumenical forms of preparation for baptism, confirmation, and marriage; and 
the clarification of the nature and goal of the renewal and unity that the 
churches were seeking. 


Introducing the debate, Elisabeth Templeton ({Reformed] Church of Scotland), 
recalled the need for Christians to let themselves near enough to one another 
at the level of worship and practical experience to risk being changed. “Our 
churches are still full of people who have never attended any service, let 
alone any sacramental act, in another communion", she said. 


A similar point about the multi-faith world that British Christians now find 
themselves living in was made by Wesley Ariarajah, WCC dialogue director. 
"Our real problem is that an average Christian member of the congregation does 
not know how to handle religious pluralism", he told the assembly. The 
assembly went on to carry what Christian Howard ([Anglican] Church of England) 
called "“deplorably and dreadfully anodyne" resolutions which, she said, did 
not indicate the deep divisions that existed within denominations on this 
subject. "There is a fudge here which I do not like", she said. 


Other divisions were not so easily handled. A resolution supporting a change 
in the 1944 UK law requiring the school day to begin with collective worship, 
so as to allow flexibility in timing and attendance, was referred back when it 
was apparent there was no consensus on that issue. 


A report on church buildings was withdrawn for revision after it came in for 
some fairly sharp criticism. It had been prompted by concern of Christians in 
one English town where it was proposed to spend over one million UK pounds to 


repair existing church buildings and erect new ones. The report said the 
church in Britain has buildings far beyond its present needs, and beyond its 
capacity to maintain now or in the foreseeable future. It suggested efforts 


to reduce the number of church buildings in use, and that denominations 
cooperate more on their use. 


Attending the assembly was WCC General Secretary Emilio Castro. He spoke of 
efforts to set up a global church "convocation" to work for justice and peace, 
so that "the churches could come together at a high level of authority to say 
something clear and loudly to public opinion and to the powers of the world in 
the name of the gospel of Jesus Christ". 


At a news conference, he welcomed the decision by Barclays Bank to pull out of 


South Africa. He compared it to the way the return of the birds heralds the 
coming of spring. 


The assembly welcomed a delegation of eight Namibian church leaders, and heard 


Lutheran Vice-Bishop Zephania Kameeta. "If apartheid were being practised in 
the name of Marx pr of Mohammed or of anybody else we would have tolerated 
it", he said. 'But apartheid is being practised in the name of Jesus 


Christ. _ That is why the churches should be in the front line to work and 
fight against apartheid." - EPS 


SPIRITUALITY, JUSTICE, PEACE ON Ecumenical Press 


AGENDA OF CHURCH CONSULTATIONS Service 86.12.27 
SITANG (Philippines) - "Prayer is a political act, and eucharist is the oracle 


of political allegiance. Christian spirituality has a social content and must 
be sought in political engagement." 


Such sentiments, in this case by Felicio Carino of Philippine Christian 
University, marked a national consultation at La Salette National Shrine 
(here, 25-29 November) on "spirituality for justice and peace". Jointly 
sponsored by the National Council of Churches in the Philippines and the World 
Council of Churches, the meeting here was preceded by six regional meetings on 
the same theme in different parts of the country. 


Attending the consultations were farmers, students, social activists, church 
workers, theologians, teachers, labourers, including people from minority 
groups and women. About 60 came to the national meeting. 


In his welcome, Sam Amirtham, WCC director for theological education, said 
"communion with God, wholesome personal relationships, and commitment for 
justice constitute a biblical spirituality." The consultation, he said, was 
concerned about an “integrated spirituality". He called it a "fruitful 
experience of local ecumenism, grassroots ministerial formation, and 
theologizing with and by the people". 


Social activist and Roman Catholic priest Ed de la Torre, who was jailed for 
several years during the rule of exiled former Philippine President Ferdinand 
Marcos, said at the meeting that half the biblical "song of Mary" (the 
Magnificat) has come true in his country since Marcos was ousted last 
February. The powerful have been cast down and the rich sent away empty, but, 
he added, the humble have yet to be lifted up, and the hungry to be filled 
with good things. He pleaded that the church use its power to empower others. 


Bible studies were based on the biblical accounts of Jesus' baptism, 
temptation, and transfiguration, and raised such issues as_ obedience, 
commitment, and involvement. Among aspects of Christian spirituality the 
group discussed were its signs, its cost, and "faith resources" for it. 


Amirtham observed that a "Filipino cross, rugged wood with barbed wire as a 
crown on it", was a major symbol at the consultation. “The cross gives us 
hope", he said, "that the barbed wire will be removed one day". 


Another aspect of the consultation, he reported, was that it was a chance for 
his own and four other WCC sub-units (education, women, youth, congregational 
renewal) to try to integrate their work in a common programme with ecumenical 
partners and networks in one country. — EPS 


WCC reaction to Olalia murder in the Philippines EPS 86.12.28 
GENEVA - World Council of Churches General Secretary Emilio Castro, in a 


message (14 November) to the National Council of Churches in the Philippines, 
said he was "deeply shaken" by the murder of Rolando Olalia (a leading 
Philippine labour and political figure) and Olalia's driver. Castro told 
NCCP General Secretary LaVerne Mercado "this crime is meant to exacerbate 
further the already volatile situation in your country. Please convey to the 
government of the Philippines our shock, and hopes that a thorough and 
impartial investigation will bring the perpetrators of this crime to 
justice. We pray that this tragedy", Castro continued, "will lead to a 
redoubling of efforts for peace in the Philippines, in particular that 
ceasefire talks will produce early, concrete results." - EPS 


Arrest of Armenian archbishop reported EPS 86.12.29 


JERUSALEM - Reuters news agency reported last month that an unidentified 
Armenian (Oriental Orthodox) archbishop was arrested here, along with three 
others suspected of accepting bribes to provide Palestinians from the West 
Bank area occupied by Israel with Iraseli identity documents. The archbishop 
is also suspected of currency and firearms offences, the agency reported. - EPS 


Members of US denomination ask sexuality advice EPS 86.12.30 


NEW YORK - The [US Reformed] United Church of Christ says 80 percent of those 
who answered a “faith and sexuality survey" think questions about whether and 
when to have a sexual relationship are important, and that the church should 
address them. In addition, 60 percent reported concerns or questions about 
such issues as loneliness and the desire for physical closeness, physical 
maturation, children's questions about sex, negative feelings about one's 
body, contraception, marital expectations, and conflicts about more equal sex 
roles. More than half mentioned conflicts or concerns about masturbation, 
premarital sex, sexual relations after childbirth, sex discrimination, and 
children's sexual behaviour. Other issues mentioned were premarital sex, 
homosexuality (one's own, or someone else's), marital problems (related to 
sexual dysfunction, desire, or fulfilment), "problem" pregnancies, and sexual 
abuse. An official of the UCC homeland ministries board said it would use the 
results to develop programs and resources on faith and sexuality. - EPS 


US denomination offers 'inclusive-language' worship book EPS 86.12.31 
ST LOUIS (Missouri/US) - An "inclusive-language" Book of Worship is to be 
published by the [US Reformed] United Church of Christ next month. One of 
those who worked on it, Dorothy Robinson, said the book tries not only to 
avoid sexism, but also to be sensitive to issues such as disabilities (leaders 
are instructed to "move" rather than "walk) and racism (for example, being 
careful with language about "light and darkness".) - EPS 


Women report continuing problems in US denomination EPS 86.12.32 
NEW YORK - The [US Reformed] United Church of Christ reports that of ordained 
women answering a recent survey, 61 percent say they were not hired, and 72 
percent that they are paid less, because of their sex. In addition, 39 
percent report sexual harassment on the job, and 66 percent say the church 
does not appreciate their gifts. The UCC established a Coordinating Center 
for Women in Church and Society in 1979. Since that year, the number of UCC 
ordained women has increased from 400 to 1460, the number of women on the 
professional staffs of UCC conferences (regional units) has increased to 30 
percent from 7, and the number on boards to 36.5 percent from 34. Women are 
now 43 percent of the UCC national professional staff, up from 21 percent in 
1978. In another survey result, 30 percent of ordained men say they were not 
hired because of their age. - EPS 


Farisani detained EPS 86.12.33 
VENDA (South Africa) - Security police detained (22 November) an outspoken 
Lutheran pastor, Simon Farisani, in this nominally-independent black homeland 
in South Africa. Farisani has spoken widely of his torture by police during 
his previous detention. South African Council of Churches General Secretary 
Beyers Naudé said that because of "the severe torture" Farisani suffered in 
the past, the SACC "fears for his life". Lutheran and other church leaders 
from several parts of the world protested and called for his release. — EPS 


US Lutherans warn on pornography _ EPS 86.12.34 © 
NEW YORK - A statement, "Pornography and Sexual Violence in the Media," was 
approved by the annual meeting (20-21 November) of the five-denomination 
Lutheran Council in the USA. It calls pornography “an assault" on God's gift 
of human sexuality. It says Lutherans, like some other Christians, may have 
been silent for too long about pornography's dangers. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Eugene Stockwell: "NRMs in Latin America & the Caribbean" EPS 86.12.35 


Stockwell is world-mission director at the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches. He attended a recent consultation on Latin American and Caribbean 
aspects of New Religious Movements [EPS 86.11.48]. 


-.-.- What most seemed to concern the consultation was that "the electronic 
church", whatever its impact on individuals, represents one aspect of US 
imperialism in Latin America and the Caribbean. Intentionally, or 
manipulated by larger political and economic forces, it was seen to be a 
support for US imperialist influence and control in the region, and this idea 
is plausible enough. 


This brings up the larger question - very present in the consultation —- of how 
US designs express themselves in many US-supported sects and movements be they 
related to electronic programmes or not. This seemed to me to be a unique, 
though hardly unexpected, aspect of the consultation. I would guess that if 
such a consultation had occurred in some other region of the world, this 
particular concern would not have been so present. 


It may be that the Latin American and Caribbean concern at this point may 
offer a particularly important contribution to the whole thought and action in 
relation to sects and other such movements. Certainly, the antennae of the 
region are highly sensitized to the meaning of US influence in the region, 
especially to its destructive impact politically, economically and culturally. 


There were some voices that cautioned against a simplistic conspiracy theory 
whereby all US influence in the hemisphere is intentionally planned from some 
master centre, but even if such a theory is disavowed, it would be hard to 
argue convincingly that the exact opposite is the case - there is just too 
much circumstantial evidence to indicate the validity of strong concern about 
US intentions in the area and the relation of many religious movements, 
naively or by design, to these machinations. 


What is the over-all emphasis towards which the consultation points? 
Happily, as it seems to me, the over-all mood was not one of confrontation and 
attack on sects. Quite the contrary, the mood was pastoral, seeking positive 
understandings, ways of dialogue, paths of respectful contact. ... 


It is a very statesmanlike ... and constructive attitude, which in no way 
backs away from the frank sharing of our deep Christian conviction, or from 
denouncing the follies, stupidities and manipulations of many _ sects. 
Basically, it is an attitude of respectful openness - which, ... must mean 
meeting persons of new religious movements directly, face to face, with 
Christian humility and consideration. ... 


Within this pastoral approach one feeling was notable -_ repeated 
consistently: we must, as Catholics and Protestants, relook at ourselves, 
examine who we are as churches and individuals, and seek a far greater 
faithfulness to God in Christ Jesus than we have yet achieved. ... 


There were moments in the consultation's discussions when it almost seemed the 
central concern was not sects or new movements, but rather the way in which we 
who call ourselves Christians, have deviated from the centrality of our faith, 
have been ourselves quite sectarian, have allowed ourselves to be manipulated 
for less than noble ends, have lived a life not commensurate with our 
proclamations. The assumption, doubtless, is that if we Christians were more 
faithful to Christ we might have less to worry about in regard to 
pseudo-Christian or non-Christian movements. ... — EPS 


RCUVIEW/G.R. Karat: "Ecumenism and the Church" EPS 86.12.36 


[This item is excerpted from an editorial in the October issue of "CCA News”, . 
publication of the Singapore-based Christian Conference of Asia. Karat is its 


editor. ] 


Every now and then, it is useful for the ecumenical movement - and especially 
for its bureaucrats - to take note of the humdrum day-to-day life of our , 
churches and their bureaucrats. It is often felt that the two tend to live in 
two different worlds, in terms of the circumstances, content, scope and style 
of their operations. 


It would be interesting to look at each of these with some care but, perhaps , 
it is not necessary here. What is important is that we should be aware of 

this in our mutual dealings. Only then can the two support and strengthen each 
other to play their respective roles in the mission of God in the world. 


One could argue long over what, who and where is ecumenism or the church but, 
here, for the most part, we mean by these words what we know them to be in our 
practical involvement with them. 


To us, CCA is ecumenical and church is where we worshipped and partook of the 
Sacrament last Sunday - with all the paraphernalia that goes with these, their 
structures and hierarchies. Both are very much a part of our life. Our under- 
standing of life and the world in general, and of our own life, derives from 
our commitment to both. 


If we did not begin in the church we would not have come to the ecumenical. If 
we now go all ecumenical and forget the churches, there would be no reason for 
being ecumenical. The church is not vestigial in relation to ecumenism; the 
ecumenical is an inherent dimension of the church as it is meant to be. 


Probably this matter of inter-relationships is one of the most crucial for the 
ecumenical movement today. The churches and the ecumenical movement are not 

two isolated entities. Neither are they one and the same. Fortunately, neither 
is about to give up the other. This is because the conviction that unity in 
service and witness belongs to the very nature of the church, has become so 
widely a part of the self-understanding of the church that it cannot ever be 
wished away. We have got to work out a meaningful mutual relationship if our 
integrity in mission is not to be destroyed. 


The ecumenical movement, of which the CCA is an Asian expression, was born under 
the impulse of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is the Spirit of unity and truth. 
When the churches yielded to the Spirit and set up ecumenical structures as 


instruments for the pursuit of that unity and truth, they were being led to set 
out on uncharted seas. 


We would like, for the sake of convenience, to separate the issues of unity and 
truth, without forgetting that the new insights into the unity that God wills 
for the church and the world have been part of the truth about themselves that 
the churches have been given as they applied themselves to the question 
together, in ecumenical fellowship. More problematic have been the truths about 
the mission of the church in the world at large. Yet, hardly anyone who wants a 
faith that is relevant to the times in which we live would wish to go back to a 
merely individualistic and other-worldly understanding of this mission. 


The problem is about how this is to be expressed in the life and work of the 
church and its members, how far one could go - in brief, church and 
politics. ... ~ EPS 


ECUVIEW/Tracy Early: "Letter from New York" EPS 86.12.37 


Konstantin Kharchev, a former ambassador to Guyana appointed chairman of the 
Soviet Religious Affairs Council in 1984, came here for a visit in October. 
It was said to be the first time since the Revolution of 1917 that a holder of 
his position had come to the US. 


Though groups such as the Lithuanian Catholic Religious Aid, which works from 
a base here to assist Roman Catholics in Lithuania, remained sceptical, 
Kharchev sought to convey a spirit of cordiality and respect, and held out the 
promise of better relations between the communist superpower and the religious 
communities. Speaking in limited but comprehensible English, Kharchev used 
the somewhat difficult word "democratization" in describing Soviet goals under 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 


Asked in an interview about the term, Kharchev said its meaning would become 
concrete only through future developments. He did not acknowledge any 
current limitation on religious freedom in the USSR. But he said some 
difficulties existed in the relations of "churchmen" with government 
officials, and the government would take steps to resolve them. 


Kharchev visited under the auspices of the Appeal of Conscience Foundation, an 
interfaith agency led by Rabbi Arthur Schneier of New York's Park East 
Synagogue. Its schedule for the communist official included meetings with 
much of the religious leadership here and a trip to Washington. Kharchev 
moved graciously in the religious ambience, and his hosts did not soft-pedal 
to accommodate any atheistic sensitivities. 


At a dinner with a select group of 50 religious leaders, Schneier gave a. 
Jewish blessing and Armenian Archbishop Torkon Manoogian led a prayer before 
the meal; afterwards, prayers were offered in English by Archbishop Giovanni 
Cheli, concluding his tenure as representative of the Vatican to the United 
Nations, and in Russian by Bishop Clement, New York representative of the 
Moscow patriarch. Kharchev began his remarks by addressing the group as 
"dear friends". 


Though the future may look brighter in Moscow, for many people in church 
employment here it has _ somber streaks. As the result of mergers, two 
national headquarters - Lutheran and Presbyterian - will move to other parts 
of the country. The United Church of Christ is considering’ the 
possibility. Many staff members suffer the anxiety of not knowing whether 
they will have jobs after the moves, and those reluctant to move face the 
challenge of looking for new employers. 


Meanwhile, personal and organizational uncertainties make program planning 
difficult. And unsettling vibrations from the churches in transition spread 
to cooperative bodies, who become less confident than usual about what they 
can count on. 


New York's Riverside Church has had to cut staff because of budget deficits 
and will likely have to cut more unless member contributions go up fast. 
Endowment from the Rockefellers and others pays for building maintenance but 
not for program. Riverside is much more than an ordinary community church, 
and functions rather as a sort of national cathedral for liberal Protestantism. 
So, any lessening of its strength will carry wider repercussions. 


It hosts national gatherings such as a conference on the US farm crisis and - 
with co-sponsorship by Union Theological Seminary - a convocation on preaching 
and liturgy. Union, too, reports money woes, and fears it will have to reduce 
its scale of operations in coming years unless new resources are found. - EPS 


FCUVIEW/Ron O'Grady: "Letter from Auckland" EPS 86.12.38 


Late October is the beginning of the silly season in church politics in New 
Zealand. The main Protestant denominations all have their assemblies/ 
conferences within a few weeks of each other, and this year they all had 


similar agendas. 


The formation of a new ecumenical body (NEB) for Aotearoa (New Zealand) was a 
key question for many. With indications that Roman Catholics would support 
the NEB, there was a high expectation that this would herald a breath of fresh 
air in the church scene in the country [EPS 86.09.15]. 


Plans called for a decision this year, and the NEB inaugural meeting next 
February or March. But such hopes suffered a setback at the conferences. 


Approval went through the Presbyterian assembly and Methodist conference 
(despite some loud "no" voices in assembly) but failed to win support from the 
Baptist Union or the Associated Churches of Christ (Disciples). 


The Baptists rejected NEB membership by a 2-l majority. The tragic 
consequence of this is that they, founding members of the National Council of 
Churches in New Zealand who have long played a prominent role in its work, 
will no longer be a part of official ecumenical bodies in this country. 


The reasons were varied. There was a vigorous attack on Roman Catholics by 
two Irish speakers, but these were not representative of the whole conference. 


Most speakers opposing the motion were critical of the National Council of 
Churches for its political stand. There was a strong feeling that the 
ecumenical movement ignores the conservative position in coming to its 
decisions on public affairs. 


And a surprise attack on NEB came from the Baptists' Maroi Division, whose 
leader objected to the NEB's bi-cultural basis. "No Maori who is a Baptist 
could accept this", he said. 


The idea that Maori and Pakeha (white) might follow separate courses in their 
development is, he said, contrary to the gospel in which all are one. 


In a final act of defiance, the Baptists also voted to withdraw support for 
ecumenical university chaplains. 


The Churches of Christ also turned NEB down, but managed to find a compromise 
resolution which requested a category of associate membership so that those 


congregations wishing to participate in ecumenical activities can continue to 
do so. 


With the decision of these two denominations, it is unlikely that other 


evangelicals invited to join NEB (Lutheran, Apostolic, Seventh-day Adventist) 
will do so. 


a ape some solution can be found, stong evangelical voices will be lacking in 
NEB. 


Roman Catholics and Anglicans, the other major New Zealand denominations, were 
to make their decisions on NEB membership later in the year. —- EPS 


ECUTEXT: "The Ethics of Selective Sanctions Against South Africa" EPS 86.12.39 


This item supersedes EPS 86.08.63. It is excerpted from a document released 
earlier this year by the Council of the Evangelical [Lutheran, Reformed, 
United] Church in [West Berlin and West] Germany (EKD), "Thoughts and 
Proposals on Possibilities of Exerting Political and Economic Influence on 
South Africa". 


The EKD statement has been criticized as inadequate and deficient by 
anti-apartheid organizations. 


Economic sanctions pursue a pedagogical, political goal, as do boycott 
measures, non-violent resistance or civil disobedience. In the case of South 
Africa they have a dual purpose. 


On the one hand, to exert effective pressure on the white-dominated government 
of South Africa so that it will share governmental power with all South 
Africans and accept the participation of all in the responsibility of 
governing a shared, united South Africa. 


On the other, to contribute to economic changes enabling all South Africans a 
fair share of economic power and due access to the economic wealth of the 
country. 


This requires the abolition of apartheid. The ethical question focuses on 
whether previous experience and reasonable judgement allow sanctions to be a 
fitting means to this end. 


Points for consideration: 


- In the past the South African government judged the trust of overseas 
partners in its policy for the country's future by the volume of investments 
and trade links. Such a misunderstanding must no longer be allowed to 
prevail. 


- The Pretoria government has introduced a reform policy in the last few 
years which, while based on insight, has undoubtedly also been fostered by 
growing pressure in connection with foreign policy and external trade. 


- The aim of economic pressure is to induce the government to take positive 
action towards abolishing apartheid, not overnight, but within the period 
needed for the political steps required. 


- Economic pressure is often understood as a punitive measure. It should be 
stressed instead that such pressure is only acceptable if part of an over-all 
political strategy, in the context of other political action. 


- Such economic measures are generally regarded as one of the few remaining 
means by which other countries can advance peaceful change in South Africa. 
Not using this means is unconscionable in view of the failure of so many 
previous political initiatives. 


By calling for sanctions, the North American and Western European churches, 
including the EKD, are assuming a great responsibility. It is their own 
responsibility, and they cannot be relieved of it by the South African 
churches who asked them to do so. 


(over) 
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Yet the point remains that representatives of the member churches of the South 
African Council of Churches (SACC) and the SACC itself have appealed to their 
ecumenical partners to urge their respective governments to impose economic 
sanctions against the South African government. 


On the other hand, it must be seen that, besides causing the intended 
prejudice to those in power, economic sanctions also entail unintended harm to 
many people in southern Africa - precisely those who are already victims of 
oppression. 


Furthermore, the South African government has already given notice to counter 
sanctions by western powers with reprisals against black immigrant workers 
from neighbouring countries, and the restricting of supply routes to the 
frontline states. 


These consequences of sanctions could rapidly lead to a serious crisis in 
neighbouring countries and the so-called homelands, with the poorest being 
hardest hit. 


Any examination of the ethical acceptability of sanctions must consider their 
possible aftermath. Anybody advocating them thus assumes responsibility for 
third parties not themselves involved in the decisions. 


So one ultimately weighs up grounds for action in personal responsibility, an 
element of blame remaining which ever way it goes. The EKD council has thus 
not hitherto advocated general sanctions, rather envisaging individual 
measures with only slight side-effects on third parties and designed to 
achieve political change. 


Designating the abolition of apartheid as the goal of economic sanctions is 
not enough. The abolition of apartheid will - as stated above - have to 
occur in a political process with clearly specified goals. The important 
thing here is how apartheid is defined. 


So far, in spite of all government statements heralding reform, the 
foundations of apartheid have remained intact. This means, above all: 


- the “homeland" policy 

- the Population Registration Act 

- the Group Areas Act 

- the exclusion of blacks from universal suffrage 
- the racially divided education system 

- the racially divided health system 


The call for political and economic pressure to be applied on the South 
African government will persist until it opens the way to forming a new 


political order for the whole country in which all parts of the population are 
represented. 


This specifically includes releasing political prisoners, permitting exiles to 
return, recognising the members of banned organisations, including the ANC, 


and accepting them as partners in negotiations on the political organization 
of a future South Africa. 


Economic sanctions should then be lifted immediately. ... - EPS 


ECUTEXT: "The Larnaca Declaration" EPS 86.12.40 


This is excerpted from a document approved by last month's world consultation 
on Christian service [EPS 86.11.55,56,57,58,59; 12.01,25]. 


As Christians from all continents, and as women, men and young people, we have 
come together in Larnaca to affirm our commitment to justice and peace through 
diakonia. For all Christians, the choice between life and death is clear. 
Christ himself said: I have come to give you life and give it abundantly 
(John 10:10). 


Hence we opt for life and commit ourselves to working for its fulfilment 
through Christian service which is rendered to all the world. We are called 
to be neighbours to one and all. 


Jesus Christ is Lord. We pledge again to obey him in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. We accept no other Lordship. God's kingdom is one of trinitarian 
sharing of love. 


God alone has ultimate ownership over matter and energy. God's spiritual and 
material resources belong to all people and all must have a say in their use. 


e-- On every continent - at a time of increased terrorism and violence - the 
people are now struggling for life, for justice, for peace. In Latin America 
and the Caribbean, they struggle against economic, political and military 
structures that seek to choke their very existence, and the people are 
struggling to break the stranglehold of foreign debt and the inequality in 
distribution of land. 


In Asia, unjust economic’ structures, including the phenomena of an 
export-oriented economy, have created devastating human consequences. Ethnic 
minorities and socially-marginalized people struggle to combat centuries of 
discrimination and oppression. 


In South Africa and Namibia, people are suffering and dying, under the 
dehumanizing yoke of the apartheid regime which is continuously destabilizing 
the front-line and the neighbouring states, even the whole continent and the 
world. We strongly support the implementation of economic sanctions against 
the regime. We appeal to all people of goodwill to support and strengthen 
the economies of the countries affected, without whose solidarity the struggle 
would be difficult and even more people would die... 


In North America, Europe and Australasia, the poor and oppressed fight for 
justice against ever more sophisticated forms of political and economic 
control. We express particularly our concern that in Albania all believers, 
Christians and Moslems alike, are denied the right to exist as religious and 
worshipping communities. 


In the Pacific, the people are struggling for self-determination and to 
protect their lives, their cultures and their environment from the poison of 
nuclear arms and wastes. 


In the Middle East, the struggles for justice and peace take many forms. In 
Lebanon, the agony of a nation is the result of both regional and 
international forces which have disturbed and destabilized the nation. Death 
and repeated evacuations from homes and areas have forced people to suffer and 
to lose their power to regain their national sovereignty and unity. 


(over) 
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The Palestinian struggle for self-determination and right to a sovereign state 
demand more world support, and call for more active involvement of the world 
churches in bringing about peace and justice for all the peoples of the region. 


The Iran-Iraq war calls on us to develop new ways of expressing solidarity 
with all victims, and demands our appeal to the powers which are fuelling this 
war by the sale of arms, thus delaying a solution to the violence. It also 
demands us to encourage those who have taken initiatives for peace. 


The Armenian genocide, one of the first in our century, must not be forgotten 
and must be recognized by the world community. In Cyprus, the cry for unity 
among the divided communities and for peace, including the care for refugees 
and missing persons, needs to be supported. 


On every continent, and under every social, political and ideological system, 
the forces of evil are being manifested. Growing militarization makes poor 
people poorer, and the nuclear arms race, reaching even outer space, threatens 
life on our beloved planet with complete destruction. The continued scourge 
of hunger shames us all. 


Growing numbers of refugees and growing xenophobia have created situations 
around the world where the protection of human life and dignity is 
jeopardized. The growth of migration puts at risk the rights of many who are 
subject to severe exploitation. 


As Christians, we must act, and act now, to ensure a decent life with dignity 
for all. Economic and social structures which perpetuate inequality and 
poverty must be replaced by a new international economic order and political 
structure which ensures the full participation of all people in the decisions 
which affect their lives. 


The existence of repressive regimes, which are supported by global economic 
structures, have led to violations of human rights on all continents, which we 
can only label as sinful. Violence in all its forms, especially state 
violence, must be confronted. 


As Christians, we reaffirm our fundamental belief that all of God's people 
must live in dignity and must determine their own future. The polarization 
and fragmentation which we see in many forms on all continents threatens the 
survival of us all. Throughout the world, the suffering and the pain and the 
struggle grow. ... 


As the third millennium A.D. approaches, we dedicate ourselves, from this day 
forward, to work for justice and peace through our diakonia. We commit 
ourselves to implement a vision to identify ourselves and to be in solidarity 


with the people who are now in the process of struggling for peace based on 
justice. 


Our diakonia now and for the future must be based on mutual trust and genuine 
sharing. We recognize that people and churches on all continents have needs 
and that our diakonia must reach out to all those who suffer. 


We know the forces which confront us are many, we know that the road before us 
is long and painful. We know we can do no less than to pick up the cross and 
follow in the footsteps of the suffering servant, Christ our Lord. His 
victory over death gives us life and hope. - EPS 
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SHOPTALK (53/38) 


The WCC Central Committee meets in Geneva, 16-24 January. EPS coverage is 
planned for issues to be mailed 15,20,22,25 January. Coverage by telex or 
telephone to meet earlier deadlines, and coverage tailored to particular 
audiences, are available on request. Journalists are also welcome to cover in 
person. For further information coverage, contact EPS/Thérése Pache, Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20. 


The new (October) issue of the newsletter of the WCC Sub-Unit on Women has as 
its theme “Leadership: A Question of Power?" A copy is available from 
WCC/Women, Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20. It includes articles by Lois Wilson, 
Marga Bihrig, Marie Assaad, Aiko Yokoya Carter, Cora Ferro, Lindy Myeza, 
Ofelia Ortega, Eva Renate Schmidt, and Marie-Josette Gern-Mathey, and an 
interview with Anna-Karin Hammar. 


Situation reports available from WCC/CICARWS (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): 
Honduras drought (no. 1, 27 November) 
Greece earthquake (no. 2, 13 November) 
Kampuchea (no. 48, 14 November ) 
Sudan appeal (asking for another 1.9 million US dollars; 11 November) 
Lebanon (no. 49, 7 November) 


The Gossner Mission (Handjerystrasse 19-20, 1000 Berlin 41) has a statement 
available (in German) on the second anniversary of the Bhopal disaster. 


A tentative WCC calendar of meetings for 1987 is available from EPS. 


Re EPS 86.12.29: Another Reuter story identified the prelate arrested as 
Shahe Ajamian, former chancellor of the Armenian Patriarchate in Jerusalem. 
He was removed from his post in 1982 by a church general assembly, Reuter 
reported, because of "financial irregularities and misappropriation of funds". 


New from the Middle East Council of Churches (Box 66, CH-1211 Geneva 20): 
"Cyprus: Another Forgotten 'Question'" (a background paper) 
"Who are the Christians of the Middle East?" ("MECC Perspectives") 


The communiqué (in Spanish) from the consultation on church reaction to New 
Religious Movements in Latin America and the Caribbean (EPS 86.11.48; 12.35) 
is available from CLAI, Av. Patria 640 y Amazonas, Quito, Ecuador. 


The World Alliance of YMCAs (37 Quai Wilson, CH-1201 Geneva) has published a 
book, “What is Apartheid". 


The new issues of the "Education Newsletter" and “Current Dialogue" are 
available from the WCC Education and Dialogue sub-units respectively (Box 66, 
CH-1211 Geneva 20). The first focuses on justice, peace, and the integrity of 
creation. The second includes articles on the meaning of dialogue, New 
Religious Movements, Muslim-Christian relations, evangelizing Jews, and 
inter-religious relationships in India. 


EPS deadlines in January (0800 GMT): 
Wednesday, 14 Wednesday, 21 Friday, 23 
Monday, 19 Wednesday, 28. 
Weekly Tuesday deadlines resume in February. 


If you ask to be on the list, EPS headlines will be telexed to you. We 
pay for that. You can then ask for texts of items you want. You pay for that. 
EPS printing: this issue, 8 December; next issue, 15 January. This is the 
final issue of EPS for 1986. Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 


CONSULTATION BEGINS PLANS FOR 1990 Ecumenical Press 
JUSTICE, PEACE, ENVIRONMENT EVENT Service 86.12.41 


GLION (Switzerland) (Marlin VanElderen)- While 60 people met (here, 7-13 
November) news reports were disclosing damage done to the Rhine River shortly 
after a chemical plant fire in Basel. Called by the World Council of 
Churches, the meeting was the first international consultation on "justice, 
peace and the integrity of creation" (JPIC) - an ecumenical emphasis growing 
out of a call by the WCC's Sixth Assembly (Vancouver, 1983). 


The poisoning of a famous international waterway vividly illustrated the third 
of those concerns. But Sandoz joined a long list of reminders of how the 
wholeness of creation is threatened. The deaths at Bhopal (India) in December 
1984, and fears raised by Chernobyl (the Soviet nuclear accident) in early 
1986 - to mention only the best-known - are still fresh in most people's 
minds. And less spectacular, long-term environmental damage continues as 
virgin forests are cut down, farmland eroded, rainfall soured by emissions 
from smokestacks. 


It wouldn't be difficult to enumerate gross violations and long-term threats 
to justice and peace as well. But like Vancouver, the group here highlighted 
neither journalists’ accounts nor technical papers by scientists and scholars. 
Rather, they spoke of hearing the "cry of God's people". 


The cries come, they said, from all parts of a planet where 500 million are 
hungry and 750 billion (750,000 million) US dollars are spent each year on 
weapons of death; where economic systems make some rich while trapping many in 
poverty; where political power is concentrated in a few hands and many are 
deprived of fundamental freedoms; where air and water are polluted and fears 
of a nuclear firestorm and nuclear winter hang over all; where many of those 
who are free from material wants feel powerlessness and loss of meaning. 


These concerns are not new ones for Christians and for the church. They are 
issues the ecumenical movement has been preoccupied with for a long time. Many 
WCC programmes have them at or near the top of the agenda. If that is so, 
what is new about the JPIC process? 


Turning aside one plausible answer to that question, Preman Niles is adamant. 
"JPIC is not a new WCC programme", says the Sri Lankan coordinator of the JPIC 
process, who joined the WCC staff last September. "In the first place, it 
isn't a programme. And it isn't the property of the WCC. For that matter, it 
isn't an initiative of the churches. Rather, it's a response to the deep cry 
of agony of the whole of God's creation." 


But, he adds, it is "not a response in terms of programmes and computer 
projections and that sort of thing. It's a faith-response, an attempt to see 
whether we can confess our faith in a way that confronts the powers of death 
explicitly and directly with the power of Jesus Christ." 


What came out of Glion was not a mandate for a programme but suggestions for a 
process. These recommendations go first to next month's meeting of the WCC 
Central Committee, but participants saw them as aimed far more broadly - to 
"all churches who believe in Jesus Christ as God and Saviour". The process 
will be oriented towards a global event in 1990, with not only WCC member 
churches but also the Roman Catholic Church, "historic peace churches" and 
Christian movements participating. 


The 1990 convocation is seen as an occasion of affirmation and celebration 
that will give global visibility to mational and regional struggles, 
commitments and confessions of faith. over 
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Acknowledging pitfalls on the road ahead, Niles says some arise because JPIC 
pushes beyond traditional ecumenical social thought. The search for a 
confessional response will create challenges and tensions. And the _ two 
historic streams of ecumenical concern JPIC seeks to bring together - from the 
Faith and Order and Life and Work movements - have not always co-existed 


harmoniously. 


Vancouver's talk of a "“conciliar process" creates hesitations in some 
quarters. Roman Catholics and Orthodox have precise notions of what a council 
is and what authority it has. Denominations that aren't WCC members, as well 
as movements of Christians outside of the institutional church, are sometimes 
in confrontation with WCC members. 


Do obstacles like that make JPIC too tall an order, too grand a dream? Niles 
thinks not. He notes that Glion spoke of a “convocation” rather than a 
"council". Roman Catholics who participated in the meeting here have expressed 
a strong wish that the development of JPIC will make Roman Catholic 
participation possible. 


And a suggestion in a recent lecture by Metropolitan Filaret of Minsk, head of 
the Russian Orthodox Church's foreign department, Niles adds, may point the 
way to overcoming Orthodox reservations about a “council". Citing Russian 
Orthodox theologians, Filaret proposed that while a council is convened to 
make binding doctrinal decisions, another idea in Russian Orthodox theology 
fits the JPIC process well: sobornost, a collective solution to problems 
facing the church, such as those raised by JPIC. 


In an address in Germany shortly after the Glion meeting, Niles highlighted 
some of the areas of agreement there: 


- "The cries for justice, peace and the integrity of creation arise from human 
sin and greed. ... We are thus called to repentance and a change in our way of 
life. We must not only confess our sin but also confess our faith ... in such 
a way that we deny and resist with our minds and bodies threats to justice, 
peace and the wholeness of God's creation and affirm those things that make 
for justice and peace." 


- While granting that different Christian traditions express their commitment 
to Jesus Christ differently, Glion said “such differences ... should be 


brought together so that ... we may hear the voices of all the churches in 
concert." 


- People in various parts of the world perceive the nature of the struggle 
differently. "For many ... the struggle is for justice and human dignity. For 
many others, the struggle is for peace, to resist all forms of warfare, 
especially nuclear warfare. But whatever the point of entry, we enter a common 
struggle. ... As long as there are poor in the South crying for food and human 
dignity, we in the North can have no peace. ... Unless we resist the 
preparations of war in the North and challenge the arrogance of power, there 
can be no justice for the poor." 


- The important role Christian movements play in the struggle for justice, 
peace and the integrity of creation was expressed by an Asian participant at 
Glion: "Churches as institutions are more geared to preserving the gains of 
the past than to moving into new areas of Christian obedience. We need men and 
women who will move into new forms of Christian obedience; and sustaining and 


encouraging such movements is an important task of the ecumenical movement." - 
EPS 


CONSULTATION LOOKS AT JUSTICE, Ecumenical Press 
UNITY, RENEWAL IN CHURCH, WORLD Service 86.12.42 


SINGAPORE (Tom Best) - About 25 people from a dozen countries - mostly Asian - 
and a dozen Christian traditions met here for a week (19-26 November) to probe 
issues of justice, unity, and renewal in church and world. The meeting was 
the third in a study programme, "The Unity of the Church and the Renewal of 
Human Community", under the auspices of the World Council of Churches. 


The consultation considered the "“ecclesiological significance" of church 


involvement in justice issues. That is, how does such involvement reflect 
the very nature of the church? How can it foster renewal of the church, and 
of the human community it serves? How can it promote greater visible unity 


of the church? 


The consultation combined traditional theological study with reflection on 
contemporary experience of Christians working for justice. There were papers 
on "justice in the Asian context", the "biblical witness for justice", and on 
the distinctive contribution of the monastic tradition to the struggle for 
justice in the world and within the church. 


Four presentations explored examples of the interrelation between work for 
justice and renewal, and the unity of the church: the emergence - and 
overcoming - of caste divisions within the [United] Church of South India; the 
Significance of action groups cutting across confessional lines, and of the 
minority status of Christians in Asia; issues of justice from an Asian women's 
perspective; and an account of church work for justice in Africa. 


The consultation affirmed that "the church is called to be a sign and 
foretaste of that unity which is God's plan for the whole of humankind". But 
it was clear to participants that a divided Christianity cannot offer a united 


witness for justice. One group asked, "How can a Christianity torn and 
wounded by divisions contribute to making the world whole, and to its 
healing?" Others noted that the church loses its credibility "when it calls 


for unity around creeds, sacraments and ministerial offices but ignores the 
pain of the poor and oppressed". 


But this is not just a matter of strategy, participants said. The liberating 
gospel of Jesus Christ, and of the eucharist - central to the church's life, 
and a powerful source of proclamation and prophetic witness - mean that "if 
the church neglects to confront oppression, the church denies its own 
nature", Participants called for personal and corporate repentance, with 
justice as a mark of the church's own life as well as a goal of its witness 
and service. 


Injustices noted within the life of the institutional church include 
discrimination against persons or groups within the church, strengthened by 
the use of discriminatory and offensive language; and disregard for cultures, 
or uncritical glorification of any culture or political system. 


These and other injustices, it was said, are often fostered by exclusivist 
attitudes of groups within the church, oppressive institutional structures, or 
an excessive individualism which denies the social responsibility of 
Christians. In particular, authority - which should be a source of justice 
within the church and enable its witness and mission - is reportedly often 
experienced as divisive and deadening. 


Thus, the consultation observed, the church on the human plane is constantly 
being challenged "to become what it is" - to embody, in its historical life, 
its true nature as a holy, reconciled and reconciling community. over 


singapore/2 


This would “transform the church at all levels into an all-embracing, 
inclusive community (communion/koinonia) ... the body of Christ with many 
members who enjoy equal dignity and diverse callings". Some offered the 
Trinity, with "its perfect equality of persons in unity", as a model for this 
vision of justice within the church. 


The consultation affirmed that “the churches' quest for visible unity and 
their calling to witness and service for the sake of justice are inseparably 
linked together and reinforce each other". At the local level, participants 
insisted there would be little point in a purely structural unity, a merging 
of institutions, which did not renew the life of congregations. 


Participants asked what a just, reconciled, missioning community would look 
like; they tried to identify "signs and marks" of a church, at the local 
level, working for justice in its own life and in society. One of the group's 
insights is that these marks might be different in different contexts: in one 
place it might be action groups or base communities apparently unrelated to 
official church structures; in another the most powerful sign of unity and 
renewal might be the sheer fact of persons sitting in pews in the local 
church, praying together - persons bitterly divided in the world by their 
social or economic status but reconciled, with justice, in the body of Christ. 


But taking the struggle for justice seriously also has important implications 
for the "official", institutional ecumenical movement, the group said. Over 
the years, a number of "models of unity" have been developed. The group 
insisted that future discussion of these models must now take into account the 
dimension of justice, and the struggle of the church for justice. 


The test of any model for unity, it suggested, must include questions like: 
Does this vision of visible church unity promote justice, understood in light 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ, within the church and the world? Does it 
foster the churches' work for justice within its own life and in the world? 
Can it take seriously the contribution of persons and groups, rooted in common 
bible study, prayer and reflection and coming together across confessional 
lines, seeking to be the church together working for justice? 


It was suggested that "a ‘'conciliar fellowship', which might take various 
structural forms, and which makes all churches richer through mutual dialogue 
and exchange of their respective gifts", would best foster a unity that takes 
the dimension of justice seriously. 


But whatever model of unity is considered, participants agreed that it must 
enable the following: (1) the common confession of Jesus as Lord; (2) the 


welcoming of diversity; (3) a common witness which articulates and 
strengthens justice; (4) eucharistic sharing, understood as_ spiritual 
empowering to serve those suffering injustice; (5) common action for 


justice; (6) mutual correction, leading to common repentance and renewal. 


Consultation participants met representatives of the local church, and of 
local and regional ecumenical bodies, such as the National Council of Churches 
of Singapore and the Christian Conference of Asia. CCA General Secretary 
Park Sang Jung led a vigorous discussion about the role and task of CCA. In 
addition, participants received a special invitation to the open-air mass led 
by Pope John Paul on his visit to Singapore. 


Another consultation in the study programme is planned for next November, in 
Latin America. - EPS 


RC BISHOPS BACK PROPOSED Ecumenical Press 


PHILIPPINE CONSTITUTION Service 86.12.43 
MANILA (Sophia L. Bodegon) - The influential [Roman] Catholic Bishops 


Conference of the Philippines (CBCP) last month announced its support for the 
draft constitution prepared by the country's Constitutional Commission. 


Ricardo Cardinal Vidal, archbishop of Cebu and president of the 105-man 
conference, said the draft has features "objectionable to some or many 
people", but that the bishops nevertheless favour approval because they find 
its provisions "consistent with Catholic teaching", and nothing in them "which 
does violence to the Christian conscience". According to Vidal, the bishops 
also think ratification of the constitution will promote "the stability of the 
country". 


The bishops' position is expected to draw protests from sectors which perceive 
the ratification of the constitution as a partisan issue. Composed mostly of 
aspirants for the presidency and loyalists of deposed president Ferdinand 
Marcos, these quarters believe ratification would serve the current 
government's interest to stay in power for another six years. 


In February this year, the CBCP denounced frauds committed during the 1986 
presidential polls. Emboldened by this stance, thousands of Filipinos 
challenged Marcos and drove him out of the country. Several months later, 
his successor, Corazon Aquino, hand-picked a commission to draft the charter. 


Teodoro Bacani, a bishop and one of the 39 Roman Catholics who served on the 
48-member Commission, noted constitutional provisions especially pleasing to 
the bishops, including elimination of the death penalty, an anti-abortion 
policy, and acceptance of religious instruction in public schools. Bacani 
also noted deletion of a 1973 constitutional provision that the state shall 
maintain population levels most conducive to general welfare. 


In a discussion paper he submitted to the conference, Bacani concluded that 
the draft charter "allowed enough freedom" and even "facilitated" the church's 
task of evangelization. He also said Roman Catholic social doctrine 
influenced the new constitution "significantly". 


The constitution features exemptions from tax and ownership requirements for 
educational institutions established by religious groups or mission boards. 


Bacani cited the "remarkable similarity" between the four pillars of peace as 
advocated by Vatican II (truth, justice, freedom, and love) and the words 
“regime of truth, justice, freedom, love, equality and peace” in the preamble. 


The section on property, he said, "echoes faithfully" church teaching on the 
social nature of private property. "More importantly, the whole new draft of 
the Constituion has a pro-poor bias that echoes the modern church's insistence 
on the 'preferential option for the poor", Bacani stressed. 


Vidal said that despite the CBCP approval, Roman Catholics could campaign 
against the constitution. He said the bishops are not imposing their stand. 
Priests, however, need episcopal approval to campaign actively for either side. 


About 95 percent of the 55 million Filipinos are counted as Christians, and 
about 90 percent of them are counted as Roman Catholics. The National 
Council of Churches of the Philippines, which groups 10 Baptist, Methodist, 
United, Old Catholic, Lutheran, Anglican, and Salvation Army denominations, is 
currently preparing a possible NCCP response to the draft. - EPS 


INTERNATIONAL CHURCH CONFERENCE Ecumenical Press 
SUPPORTS NAMIBIAN INDEPENDENCE Service 86.12.44 


HANNOVER - Meeting here (23-25 November), 85 Roman Catholic, Lutheran, and 
Anglican representatives called on South African President P.W. Botha to 
"cease the persecution of church people in South Africa and Namibia." 


The conference also asked church "support in all ways possible, including 
prayer [for] the Namibian people's struggle for liberation, and ... for all 
Namibians in exile." 


Theme of the meeting was “One in the Body of Christ - Together a Free 
People". It was co-sponsored by organizations of the three largest Christian 
traditions in Namibia. 


Delegations of consultation representatives also travelled to Bonn, Rome, 
Copenhagen, Oslo, Ottawa, Helsinki, Stockholm, London, Paris, and Washington 
to meet with church and government leaders on southern African issues. - EPS 


Lutherans, Baptists begin global talks EPS 86.12.45 
RUMMELSBERG (FRG) —- Seventeen representatives of the Baptist World Alliance 
and Lutheran World Federation from 10 countries began a_e series of 
international theological conversations (here, 11-15 November). Their aim is 
to clarify difference, convergences, and agreements in thought and practice 
between them. Baptists were concerned about explicit condemnations of some of 
their positions and practices found in Lutheran confessional documents. 
Lutherans expressed concern about Baptist reluctance to recognize the validity 
of the baptism of infants. During the meeting here, there were reports on 
relationships between the two traditions in Tanzania, the two Germanys, 
Scandinavia, and North America. There was also an analysis of regional 
dialogues between Baptists and Lutherans, and an exchange of papers on 
authority in teaching and preaching, and the historical background which 
shapes the two traditions. The second of the four meetings scheduled is to 
take place in Wildbad (FRG) next November. - EPS 


South African RC delegation visits World Council of Churches EPS 86.12.46 
> ; a g RANG pease Re Feta 
GENEVA - A five-person delegation led by Kokstad Bishop Wilfred Napier, vice- 


president of the conference of Roman Catholic bishops in southern Africa, 
visited General Secretary Emilio Castro and other staff members of the World 
Council of Churches (here, 2 December). A report of their meeting said they 
discussed "the best ways to contribute to bringing about a non-violent 
solution for justice in South Africa", including "selective, effective, and 
progressive economic pressures". The delegation also expressed concern for 
those in prison in South Africa, in particular the conference's general 
secretary, Smangaliso Mkatshwa. - EPS 


United Church of Canada sells South African shares EPS 86.12.47 
TORONTO - The United Church of Canada is selling shares in eight companies 
which do business in South Africa, thus becoming the first Canadian 
denomination to approve such a divestment plan. - EPS 


Canadian church leaders ask meeting on_ refugee policy EPS 86.12.48 


TORONTO - Canadian church representatives are trying to cope with a backlash 
against Canada's refugee policy following a dramatic incident earlier this 
year in which 155 Tamil refugees were set adrift on lifeboats in the North 
Atlantic by a German sea captain paid to bring them to Canada. Leaders of 
seven denominations and the Canadian Council of Churches asked for a meeting 


with Canadian Prime Minister Brian Mulroney to discuss proposed new refugee 
legislation. - EPS 


Eastern, Oriental Orthodox patriarchates of Antioch in dialogue EPS 86.12.49 
DAMASCUS - Following several meetings of their representatives, the Greek 
[Eastern] and Syrian [Oriental] Orthodox patriarchates of Antioch, both 
located here, have decided to strengthen the links between them "in an 
atmosphere of reciprocal understanding, fuelled by an ardent desire to arrive 
at positive conclusions in the shortest time". In a letter to his Syrian 
counterpart, Ignatius Zakka, Greek Patriarch Ignatius IV said the goal of the 
discussions is to "re-establish communion, and to study canonical and 
liturgical guidelines to govern our life together. The witness which we are 
called to for the Lord Jesus means we must hasten our common path towards 
unity.'' The separation of Eastern and Oriental Orthodoxy goes back to the 
Council of Chalcedon, in the fifth century. - EPS 


Finns, Germans sign church cooperation agreement EPS 86.12.50 
HELSINKI - The Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland and the Evangelical 


[Lutheran, United, Reformed] Church of [West Berlin and West] Germany have 
signed an agreement dealing with cooperation in information sharing, visits, 
scholarships, consultations, the twinning of parishes, and support for 
German-language and Finnish-language church work in the other country. - EPS 


Lutherans in America to stop some reordinations EPS 86.12.51 


NEW YORK - It has been the practice of the Lutheran Church in America to 
re-ordain clergy from non-Lutheran denominations who transfer to its clergy 
roster. However, in what William G. Rusch, LCA ecumenical relations director, 
calls a "small but significant gesture", clergy ordained in denominations that 
"believe, teach, and confess" the Apostles, Nicene, and Athanasian creeds are 
no longer to be ordained again as part of the reception process. There will 
continue to be an examination process, however. - EPS 


Methodist activists try exorcism on divestment EPS.86:282 352 
LOUISVILLE (Kentucky/US) - The Methodist Federation for Social Action 


sponsored a "liturgy of social exorcism" at the hotel here where the United 
Methodist pension board held its meeting last month, part of the federation's 
efforts to convince the board to get rid of all its holdings in companies 
doing business in South Africa. During the liturgy, God was asked to "cleanse 
[the board] of any influences, powers, or spirits which have misdirected or 
distorted the life of this institution, or persons who are part of it, towards 
destructive ends". Later, the board reaffirmed its position that the best 
way for it to work against apartheid was by selective divestment and 
shareholder advocacy. — EPS 


Seventh-day Adventist seminary training in Poland, USSR EPS 86.12.53 


WARSAW - Seventh-day Adventists have opened a "spiritual seminary" about 30 
kilometres south-west of here. It has currently 32 day and 86 correspondence 
students, and offers a three-year course in ministerial training, as well as 
Bible instructor and secretarial courses. In the Soviet Union, the 
denomination reports, property has been assigned to house a correspondence 
school for SdA ministers there. - EPS 


Greek Adventist president denied re-entry EPS 86.12.54 
ATHENS - Leland Yialelis, an American Seventh-day Adventist pastor who 1s 


president of the Sda Greek Mission, was denied re-entry into Greece as an 
"undesirable alien" after returning here from Istanbul. In 1985, Yialelis won 
a court case after being charged with proselytism (enticing people to leave 
one Christian denomination to join another). Ray Dabrowsky, communication 
director for the SdA Trans-European Division, said Yialelis was told re-entry 
was denied because of his "engagement in anti-state propaganda", a "charge 
often levelled’ at adherents of minority denominations", according to Adventist 
Press Service. Most Greeks are Eastern Orthodox, and proselytism is illegal 
in the country: [EPS 86.06.73]. - EPS 


Finnish Lutherans to get official hymnal in third language EPS 86.12.55 
HELSINKI - About 3000 people in Finland have Lappish as their first language. 
Work has begun on a new hymnal for them, which, like its counterparts in 
Finnish and Swedish, will be an official hymnal of the Evangelical-Lutheran 
Church in Finland. - EPS 


NZ chapel of unity dedicated by pope during ecumenical worshi EPS 86.12.56 
CHRISTCHURCH (New Zealand) - During a nationally-televised ecumenical service 
in the Roman Catholic cathedral here, the pope dedicated a Christian unity 
chapel, and said the ecumenical movement is irreversible. ‘We seek not only 
partnership ... but the fullness of faith, ... the unity of faith." He asked 
for "a genuine respect for one another's faith, which alone can enable us to 
be one church, and share in one eucharist." For the new chapel, the National 
Council of Churches (expected to be succeeded next year by a body with Roman 
Catholics as full members) and Te Runanga Whakawhanaunga I Nga Hahi o Aotearoa 
(the ecumenical council of Maoris, descendants of the first inhabitants of the 
country, which includes Roman Catholic membership), presented Bibles in Maori 
and English. The liturgy included both Maori and European cultural elements. 
NCC General Secretary Jocelyn Armstrong said in her greeting to the pope that 
her post “is a sign of growth of partnership of women and men in the churches 


in our country." She said New Zealand Maoris and Europeans seek "new ways of 
working together, new ways of representation and participation, new ways to 
express the inclusiveness of the gospel." - EPS 

Pope sends message to Burundi bishops EPS 86.12.57 


ROME - In a message this month to the Roman Catholic bishops of Burundi, the 
pope recalled limits on religious liberty in that country, the explusion of 
missionaries, the imprisonment of several priests, and the nationalization or 
closure of church schools. He urged the bishops to persevere, “even in 
suffering". - EPS 


Geneva ‘Christians for the Year 2000' EPS 86.12.58 
GENEVA - A four-day, ecumenical "rassemblement" ("gathering") of "Christians 


for the Year 2000" in the Geneva area concluded (30 November) with a colourful 
and lively four-hour celebration (including a picnic) at the giant Palexpo 
congress centre here, which attracted an estimated 10,000 people. Many 
congregations in the area changed their worship schedules to encourage their 
members to attend the ecumenical service. In a message, the local ecumenical 
council asked church leaders to say specifically by mid-January how they plan 
to "promote shared witness to the gospel by Geneva Christians" and to "walk 
together towards unity". - EPS 


Pubs more popular than church at Christmas in Britain EPS 86.12.59 


LONDON - A report from the Association of Market Survey Organizations says 41 
per cent of those surveyed said they would attend church over Christmas, while 
51 percent said they would be going to a pub. Nine of 10 said they would 
spend at least part of Christmas Day watching television, though five of nine 
agree that "we watch too much television at Christmas". Also, seven of eight 
said the religious meaning of Christmas should be remembered more. —- EPS 


Ecumenical delegation urges Sudan politicians to unite EPS 86.12.60 
KHARTOUM —- 


Speaking at a meeting at the office of the Sudan Council of 
Churches, Roman Catholic Archbishop Gabriel Zubeir Wako, on behalf of an 
ecumenical "peace delegation", told politicians from the south of the country 
that their disunity is contributing to the great problems in the country, 
which is experiencing continuing civil war. "We as church leaders feel this 
problem of disunity needs to be taken seriously", Wako said. "There must be a 
basic agreement on how to bring about a lasting solution to the region's 


current bloodshed," Sudan is mostly Muslim. Its minority Christian 
population lives mostly in the south. - EPS 


RC 'growing identification' with Paraguay opposition reported EPS 86.12.61 
ASUNCION (Paraguay) — An article last month in the US Roman Catholic magazine 


"Commonweal". reports a "growing identification of the Catholic. church 
[Paraguay's principal denomination] with a fast-emerging opposition 
movement.'' It quotes Mario Melanio Medina, Roman Catholic bishop of Benjamin 


Aceval, that "the church sees its task as being that of re-weaving the social 
fabric of the nation. Our service to the national community, which should not 
be interpreted as a struggle against the government, is to try to install a 
new social order in which all Paraguayans could participate." Paraguay's 
ruler for several decades has been Alfredo Stroessner. - EPS 


Lingering Costa Rican Methodist concerns reported EPS 86.12.62 
SAN JOSE - In commenting on tension between the United Methodist Board of 


Global Ministries and the Evangelical Methodist Church of Costa Rica, its 
bishop, Roberto Diaz, said that despite a meeting earlier this year with board 
officials, problems remain. According to a report in the "United Methodist 
Reporter", an independent weekly newspaper, Diaz said this is because the 
board is unsympathetic to Costa Rican Methodists' "aggressive evangelism that 
avoids liberation theology." He also objected to board support for an 
ecumenical seminary in the country which, he said, his denomination does not 
approve of. "The problem for 20 years", he said, "has been the attitude of 
Global Ministries' staff towards our church in Costa Rica." Board staff 
members have said they believe relationships are improving. - EPS 


Aquino at ecumenical service in Japan EPS 86.12.63 
TOKYO - During her visit to Japan last month, Philippine President Corazon 


Aquino attended an ecumenical service at a Roman Catholic church here, which 
stressed themes of remembrance, peace, and thanksgiving. The church was 
filled to overflowing. National Christian Council in Japan General Secretary 
Maejima Munetoshi called the service "an important witness of Japanese 
Christians, united in their faith, and in their support of the Filipino 
people." As a symbol of Christian unity, NCCJ Moderator Sato Kunihiro gave 
Aquino a copy of the New Testament in Japanese in an ecumenical translation. 
- EPS 


Kyodan 'concerned' about Unification Church activities EPS 86.12.64 
HAKONE (Japan) - The assembly of the Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan) 
(here, last month) said it was "concerned about the activities of the 
Unification Church", founded by Moon Sun Myung. The assembly said the Kyodan 
"has no relation whatsoever with this organization, which follows a faith 
completely different." The assembly also included a special service of 
recalling the persecution by the Kyodan during World War II of Holiness 
pastors who did not support the "militaristic emperor system". Those present 
"joined in a confession of the sin of their forefathers who did not resist 
government oppression, and did not stand with those people who sustained their 
faith that 'Jesus Christ is Lord' under the emperor system." 


NCC reps meet with homosexual-oriented denomination on sexuality EPS 86.12.65 


CHICAGO - The second of three consultations agreed between the [US] National 
Council of Churches and the Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community 
Churches, a US-based denomination which pays particular attention to 
homosexuals, had as its theme "human sexuality" (here, 7-8 November). In 
November 1983, the NCC governing board voted to "postpone indefinitely" a 
decision on whether the fellowship is eligible for NCC membership, but also 
asked for a process whereby the NCC and UFMCC "can remain in study and 
conversation together." The first consultation, last May, was on "Scripture 
and homosexuality". The third, next May, is to look at the nature of the 
church. — EPS 


Almost 300 members of four religious groups jailed in Rwanda EPS 86.12.66 
KIGALI - London-based Amnesty International reports that 298 members of four 
religious groups ~- Repentant People of God, The Elect, Temperance Movement, 
and Jehovah's Witnesses — were jailed in the small, Central African country of 
Rwanda in late October. (The first three groups developed out of other 
Christian groups.) Most of those accused were charged with violating the 
constitution because they refuse to belong and pay dues to the National 
Revolutionary Movement for Development, which governs the country. — EPS 


Quakers urge action on conscientious objection EPS 86.12.67 


CENEVA - In an “action alert", the Quaker UN Office here, which represents the 
London-based Friends World Committee for Consultation, notes that the UN 
Commission on Human Rights, at its next meeting (here, 2 February-13 March) is 
to debate a resolution on conscientious objection to military service. 
"Please try to persuade your government to make _ the recognition of 
conscientious objection to military service a priority", the alert asks. — EPS 


Orthodox parish plays role in bringing Soviet deserters to Canada EPS 86.12.68 
TORONTO - News agencies report that efforts to bring six Soviet deserters from 
Afghanistan to Canada began in July 1984 when a lawyer acting on behalf of 
Holy Trinity Russian Orthodox here met some of them. Five of the Soviet 
soldiers arrived in Canada last month. — EPS 


Female clergy plan international meeting EPS 86.12.69 
BRISTOL (England) - The International Association of Women Ministers is 
planning its next assembly here, 28-31 July, at Wesley Theological College. 
The association is based in North America. Its aims are to "develop 
fellowship among women ministers, promote equal ecclesiastical rights for 
women, and encourage women to take up the work of ministry." Theme of the 


assembly is “poverty, profligacy, and prophecy". - EPS 


US Presbyterian agency suspends action against airline EPS 86.12.70 
NEW YORK - A Presbyterian agency which earlier asked its members not to book 


flights on TWA [EPS 86.08.75] has rescinded that action. It now says that the 
"possibility of fruitful negotiations [between TWA and a flight attendants’ 


union] should not be undermined by a boycott." - EPS 
US Greek archbishop stresses bilingualism EPS 86.12.71 
NEW YORK - Archbishop’ Iakovos, head of the Greek [Eastern] Orthodox 


Archdiocese of North and South America, has reiterated the archdiocese's 
bi-lingual nature. In what the archdiocesan newspaper called "an unusually 
powerful encyclical" (letter) to clergy, Iakovos said parishes are neglecting 
Greek-language education. He said it is “important for all the clergy to know 
... [English and Greek] well, and to use and teach them as well." - EPS 


Disciples, UCC call for recognition of each other's baptisms EPS 86.12.72 
NEW YORK — A joint committee of the [Reformed] United Church of Christ and the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) has voted that there are no theological 
reasons for the two denominations not to recognize each other's baptisms. The 
22-member UCC-CC Ecumenical Partnership Committee urged a search for "ways of 
helping this theological work make a difference in our congregations." In the 
UCC, baptism of infants is common; among Disciples, baptism is usually for 
adults. The committee said the two practices "need no longer be seen as 
divisions ... but as diversities that enrich Christ's church."" The committee 
plans to take up the question of the Lord's Supper in the two traditions at 
its meeting next month. The committee also heard about a "covenant", "area 
council", and officers of a joint UCC-CC "Western [New York State] Area". 
Though some objections have been made, the committee was reportedly satisified 
that the area is an acceptable ecumenical experiment. - EPS 


Rafransoa out as African church conference secretary EPS 86.12.73 


NAIROBI - General Secretary Maxime Rafransoa called a news conference (3 
December) to’ announce his resignation because of "immoral and dirty" goings on 
in the All Africa Conference of Churches, based here. He did not elaborate. 
There were other reports that he was dismissed. AACC President Harry Henry 
said the resignation announcement was a surprise. James Kangwana, director of 
the AACC communication unit, was named acting general secretary. The AACC 
groups about 120 denominations and 20 national Christian councils throughout 
the continent. —- EPS 


Canadian postal action threatens two church magazines EPS 86.12.74 
TORONTO - The future of the magazines of the Evangelical Lutheran and 


Presbyterian Churches in Canada are reportedly threatened because Canadian 
postal authorities have refused them special low-rate maling permits because 
they are published by groups whose main business is not publishing. As a 
result, the two are being forced to reduce publication frequency and/or raise 
subscription rates. Canadian Church Press, an association of 54 religious 
publications, called an emergency meeting to discuss the situation. - EPS 


Canadian Anglicans protest English ban on Canadian priests EPS 86.12.75 


TORONTO - In a message to the [Anglican] Church of England, the National 
Executive Council of the Anglican Church of Canada said the English church's 
refusal to allow women who are Canadian Anglican priests to function as 
priests when visiting England threatens the unity of the Anglican Communion. 
It also says the English stance questions the validity of the ordinations of 
all Canadian Anglican priests, and challenges the authority of Canada's 
Anglican bishops. It says many Canadian bishops and priests may now refuse 
invitations to preside at celebrations of the eucharist in England. - EPS 


Church leaders ask return to school in South Africa EPS 86.12.76 
JOHANNESBURG - Regional Anglican, Lutheran, Evangelical Presbyterian, 


Methodist, Roman Catholic, United Congregational, African Independent, and 
Presbyterian leaders, and the acting general secretary of the South African 
Council of Churches, are urging "all pupils and students to return to school 
... and that no obstacle of any kind ... be placed in the way of those who 
heed this call", by either government agents or groups favouring a boycott of 
classes to protest the kind of education offered by the government. The 
church leaders said "no constructive purpose is served when students abandon 
their education base and normal school activity". A slogan of those favouring 
a boycott is "Liberation Now. Education After". However, the leaders say 
that "when liberation comes, there will be.-a demand for people qualified in 
various fields. The black community more than any other group desperately 
needs to broaden its education base, even while there is still a lot of 


undesirable elements in the present educational system." - EPS 
RC bishops find meeting with Botha disappointing EPS 86.12.77 
DURBAN (South Africa) - After a meeting last month with South African 


President P.W. Botha to discuss an "urgent message" they sent him last August, 
Roman Catholic bishops from South Africa thought "no specific purpose was 
achieved" during two hours of "frustrating and unsatisfactory" discussions, 
according to Denis Hurley, the Roman Catholic archbishop here. South African 
television reported Botha warned them not to get involved with politics, and 
cautioned them about the weekly newspaper, "New Nation", they support. - EPS 


Religious group members reported rounded up in Kenya EPS 86.12.78 


KISII (Kenya) - More than 100 members of a Seventh-day Adventist offshoot in 
western Kenya have reportedly been jailed and charged with various violations 
of Kenyan law because, believing the world would end last month, they have 
refused to farm or to send their children to_ school. They have also 
reportedly urged married women to leave their husbands "to join a free world 


where they could serve all men unselfishly". - EPS 


US Jesuit faces dismissal for continuin ublic ministry to gays EPS 86.12.79 


NEW YORK - Jesuit priest John McNeill, a theologian and psychotherapist whose 
1976 book "The Church and the Homosexual" led to a Vatican directive that he 
not speak in public on homosexuality, says he is being dismissed from the 
Jesuits because he will not "give up all public ministry to gay people". 
McNeill's announcement came in the wake of a recent Vatican document (EPS 
86.11.18) urging a more severe stand against homosexuality. "I was aked to 
keep silent for 10 years", McNeill said, "and I did ..., but I couldn't keep 
silent in the face of this blatantly homophobic statement." — EPS 


Methodist peace pastoral not being read in bomber-program area EPS 86.12.80 
ABILENE (Texas/US) - United Methodist pastors here, home of the B-1 bomber 
program, say they don't plan to read from the pulpit the recent United 
Methodist bishops' pastoral letter calling for nuclear disarmament. One 
pastor here said his congregation has a "large contingent of B-1 people, and 
this work just doesn't espouse the general feeling of the members."' Another 
said he would preach on the letter, using "excerpts" from it. But, he said, 
"we have a high concentration of Air Force people, and to be truthful, I'm a 
little frightened." A survey by the weekly "United Methodist Reporter" found 
the letter has been (or is scheduled shortly to be) read in about 80 percent 
of United Methodist congregations. - EPS 


Muzorewa announces return to Zimbabwe EPS 86.12.81 
HARARE - After a 14-month leave of absence in the US, United Methodist Bishop 


Abel Muzorewa said he would return to Zimbabwe to take up his episcopal duties 
(1 December). He has been critical of the Zimbabwe government, and was a 
transitional prime minister of what was then Zimbabwe/Rhodesia in 1979. He 
was arrested in October 1983 and detained without charge for about a year. 
The bishop said he had declined an offer to teach in the religion department 
of Central Methodist College in Fayette, Missouri, from which he graduated in 
1962. Asked if he feared for his safety, he said, "I can't worry about such 
things. I just go by trust and hope things will be fine." - EPS 


US Anglicans ask that academic freedom be on dialogue agenda EPS 86.12.82 
NEW YORK - The Executive Council of the [US-based Anglican] Episcopal Church 
has suggested that "academic freedom" be on the agenda of ecumenical 
dialogues. The council said it "views with great concern recent attempts to 
circumscribe academic freedom among theological faculties. We question these 
exercises of authority. Overbearing restraints on exploration and dialogue in 
an effort to enforce uniformity is not a religious virtue." The Episcopal 
statement comes at a time when Roman Catholic and Baptist theologians have 
been criticized or restricted by church authorities. - EPS 


Former prime minister criticizes Norwegian church's nuclear stand EPS 86.12.83 
OSLO - Former Norwegian Prime Minister Kaarl Willoch has sharply attacked the 


position of the General Synod of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway after its 
statement on nuclear issues [EPS 86.11.38]. Willoch said the church and its 
leaders can't distinguish between politics and religion. - EPS 


US RC bishops said to continue involvement in Hunthausen dispute EPS 86.12.84 
ee ee a SO TE OBE SNUG ERVO SUEDEDE 2D BUREN AUSSD IC ARNE tees See 
WASHINGTON - During their annual meeting, here last month, US Roman Catholic 


bishops said the Vatican's role in restricting one of their number, Seattle 
Archbishop Raymond Hunthausen [EPS 86.09.22, 11.40], deserves “our respect and 
confidence." However, reports Religious News Service, in private, bishops 
were more critical of the Vatican, and supportive of Hunthausen. Expecting 
the dispute to be “long and drawn out", the bishops reportedly thought it 
would have been "counter-productive" to take a public role at the beginning of 
their involvement which would have angered the Vatican. In other action, the 
bishops approved a pastoral letter on the US economy which includes some 
positions at odds with those of the Reagan administration. - EPS 


United Congregational assembly in SA endorses sanctions EPS 86.12.85 
GEORGE (Cape Province/South Africa) - With only a few against, the 220 
delegates at the annual assembly of the United Congregational Church of 
Southern Africa voted overwhelmingly in favour of immediate and comprehensive 
sanctions against-the country as "one of the few remaining strategies left to 
achieve justice and peace by non-violent means". The assembly resolution 


recognizes that not all in the UCCSA agree with it. It urges them to become 


more active in "dismantling of the fundamental structures of apartheid". —- EPS 
United Church of Canada division on Aids, gay rights EPS 86.12.86 


TORONTO - The Division of Mission in Canada of the United Church of Canada has 
adopted a policy statement which rejects the argument "made by some that [the 
disease] Aids is God's punishment for homosexuals". The division's statement 
also addresses seven public-policy issues related to Aids, and is preparing 
material for use in pastoral responses to people with Aids, their families and 
friends. In a separate action, the Executive of the UCC General Council 
supported a division resolution to "support ... every effort being made to 


extend the protection of the law to homosexual people." - EPS 
Dutch Reformed Mission Church to broadcast on ANC radio EPS 86.12.87 
JOHANNESBURG - The Dutch Reformed Mission Church (NGSK), a denomination 


established in South Africa for people officially classified as coloured 
(mixed race) has decided to broadcast sermons and other religious programming 
on Freedom Radio, the broadcasting station of the banned African National 
Congress. At the same time, the NGSK synod rejected a proposal to break all 
links with the government-run broadcasting corporation. - EPS 


West Africans plan ecumenical ministry EPS 86.12.88 


MIANGO (Nigeria) - There were reportedly different approaches to ministry in 
west Africa at the assembly (here, 9-13 November) of the Joint Christian 
Ministry in West Africa, which attracted about 100 people from 70 or so church 
organizations in 20 west African countries. Reported Noel Rabemanantsoa, 
Africa secretary at the Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation, "Some churches 
have started working through development programmes, while others insisted on 
beginning with evangelization. Some employ only expatriates, while others 
start by converting local people. ... Some only try to reach the Fulanis, 
while others try to serve all the tribes in the region." - EPS 


Replacement for Islamic law coming in Sudan says prime minister EPS 86.12.89 


KHARTOUM - Prime Minister Sadeq-al-Mahdi said last month that a replacement 
for Sharia (Islamic law), introduced in 1983 by former Sudanese President 
Jaafar Nimeiri, is coming to his country. The Islamic code was strongly 
resisted by leaders of the country's Christian minority, and is said to have 
played a role in Nimeiri's overthrow in a 1985 military coup. - EPS 


Seven-year Christian-Jewish ‘trialogue' ends EPS 86.12.90 
NEW YORK - After seven years, a series of colloquia involving Christian 


(Lutheran and Roman Catholic) and Jewish representatives has ended. The 
group's final meeting focused on modern liberation theology and the biblical 
account of the exodus of the Hebrews from Egypt. Other issues the group 
tackled since 1979 were the anti-Jewish polemics of 16th-century German church 
reformer Martin Luther, prayer and spirituality, people and the land, and the 
Christian theology of Judaism. - EPS 


Hong Kong Lutheran dispute goes to court EPS 86.12.91 
HONG KONG - Titus Lee and Benjamin Chung, who have been president and 


vice-president of the Lutheran Church-Hong Kong Synod, have gone to the Hong 
Kong High Court to contest the election of Andrew Chiu and Daniel Cheung to 
succeed them, at a disputed General Conference of the synod in late October. - 
EPS 


PEOPLETALK: Ecumenical Beings and Doings EPS 86.08.92 


Armin Hartel Methodist bishop in the GDR since 1970, resigned earlier this 
year because his wife has been seriously ill. He became a pastor in Karl-Marx- 
Stadt. His successor is Rtidiger Minor, director of the Haus Klosterwald 
theological seminary in Bad Klosterlausnitz. 


The late Russian Orthodox Metropolitan Antony of Leningrad has_ been 
succeeded by Metropolitan Aleksy of Tallin and Estonia, who has also been 
chancellor of the Moscow patriarchate. Succeeding the late Jan Matulis as 
archbishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Latvia is Erik Mesters. 


John Zizioulas, professor of Orthodox theology at the Universities of 
Glasgow and Thessalonica, has been elected metropolitan of Pergamon by the 
synod of bishops of the [Eastern Orthodox] Ecumenical Patriarchate. 


J. Alfred Smith, pastor of congregation in Oakland (California/US), was 
elected unanimously to succed Lorenzo Shepherd as president of the [us] 
Progressive National Baptist Convention. Anne Squire is the new moderator 
of the United Church of Canada. She succeeds Robert Smith. 


Roger Williamson is the first executive director of the Life and Peace 
Institute, Uppsala (Sweden). Before that, he was executive secretary for 
peace and human rights with the British Council of Churches. 


Franco Giampiccoli is the new moderator for [Reformed] Waldensians and 
Methodists in Italy. A pastor in Turin and director of the weekly for the 
denomination, he succeeds Giorgio Bouchard, who served for seven years. 


Hans-Ruedi Weber, WCC executive secretary for biblical studies, has 
been awarded an honorary doctorate from the University of Lausanne for his 
"missionary activity as a teacher and popularizer" of the Bible. 


Edgar Hark, archbishop of the Estonian Evangelical Lutheran Church, died of 
throat cancer. He was 77, and assumed his post in 1978. 


Gésta Yngvesson is the new head of information services in the commission on 
communication and media in the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden. Tapani Ruokanen 
begins work early next year as editor-in-chief of "Kotimaa" (= "Homeland"), 
Finland's largest religious newspaper, which appears three times a week. 
Ruokanen, a Lutheran pastor who is now foreign affairs editor at the weekly 
newsmagazine "Suomen Kuvalehti", succeeds Pentti Lempidinen. 


George Noakes, Anglican bishop of St. Davids, has been elected the new 
archbishop of the [Anglican] Church in Wales. Olavo Ventura Luiz, bishop of 
southwestern Brazil in the [Anglican] Episcopal Church, has been elected 
primate of that denomination. 


Marc Chambron, former communications director at the Lutheran World 
Federation in Geneva, and now a parish pastor in Paris, has been elected 
Lutheran “church inspector" (bishop) for Paris. Naim Moussa Nassar is the 
new bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan. 


John Boonstra, an ordained minister of the [US Reformed] United, Church of 
Christ is the new coordinator of Geneva-based Frontier Internship in Mission, 
a program which sends young people to "new frontiers of mission." 


The program is ending, and so Theo Tschuy is leaving his job as program 
secretary of the Churches' Human Rights Program for the Implementation of the 
Helsinki Final Act. He will be a Methodist pastor in Ziirich. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Ron O'Grady: "Letter from Auckland" EPS 86.12.93 


The only active church union negotiation taking place currently in New Zealand 
is between the Presbyterians and Methodists, but opposition to it from both 
their Maori sections, and the increasingly-strong Pacific island churches 
threatened to force a division between those who favour union and those who 
support bi-culturalism. (Marois are the descendents of the _ original 
inhabitants of New Zealand.) 


It was soon realised that committees erred when they said the earliest 
possible date for union would be _ 1988. In fact, that raised both 
expectations and fears, and the date suggested was an unrealistic forecast. 


The position of the Maori Division of the Methodist church was strongly put by 
Rua Rakena, He made it clear that the Maori section is not opposed to union, 
but to union with one church. They could not conceive a union which was not 
directly related to the renewal of the church in Aotearoa (New Zealand) and to 
its mission. 


Memories of the painful division between the Maori section and the Ratana 
church (an indigenous Maori Christian denomination) were also revived by 
Rakena, who concluded by reminding the listeners that the discussion is also 
about power, and Maori people are not ready to be placed again in a position 
of powerlessness in the church. 


In both denominations, congregations of Pacific Islanders make up a large and 
growing percentage of the membership. They made it clear that they are 
uncomfortable with the negotiations so far. "You are going too fast for us 
was the plea of the Tongans. "We don't understand what it is all about and 
why we need to be united." 


The statements created confusion among some Pakeha (white) delegates and this 
was not helped by a fighting speech from a senior Methodist minister, Evan 
Lewis, who poured "scholarly cynicism" on unity with the Presbyterians "by a 
process of creeping entanglement". 


Lewis pointed to the failure of the joint mission board of the two churches 
when he said "we could probably have handled that better on our own". He 
wanted no more joint ventures with the Presbyterians and said "we need a joint 
paper with the Presbyterians like a cow needs pyjamas". 


He had hard words for the union parishes when he told them to "grow up and 
stop moaning that all their troubles are caused by the failure of their 
parents to get married". 


At the end of the day the two churches were still involved in a union 
discussion, which is now described as "a search for the most helpful way to 
become a bicultural and united church". 


One heartening sign at the church gatherings, however, was the way in which 
the leadership of the church is becoming more inclusive. Kenape Faletoese, 
the first Samoan to head the Presbyterians, began his term of office as 
moderator. Margaret Reed is to succeed him next year. 


The Methodists appointed Buddy Te Whare as their next president with Pat 
Teague of Christchurch as vice-president, and the Churches of Christ chose 
Betty Benjamin, as their president-elect. The Baptists, however, did not 
elect any women to positions of denominational prominence. - EPS 


ECUVIEW/Eva Renate Schmidt: "Power Bases for Women" EPS 86.12.94 


Schmidt is an Evangelical pastor from West Germany (FRG). This is excerpted 
from an item in the October issue of the newsletter of the WCC Sub-Unit on 


Women. 


_.. 1. The power of information: There is power in the possession of 
information or in access to it, or in knowing how to obtain it. I can keep 
it to myself and withhold it from others or share it. Unused, the power of 
information is gradually eroded. ... Women often have more information because 
they are more taciturn than men — for instance they often take in more at 
meetings, synods, and so on because they say less. 


Zz The power of contacts: This means more than just having a direct line to 
press, radio or other offices in an organization; there is also the question 
of the particular women with whom I can establish links for mutual support, 
confrontation and even criticism. ... Sympathy, antipathy and_ shared 
experiences are also part of the power of contacts and here "sisterly 
confrontation" is important, though it is something in which most of us do not 
achieve much success. 


3d. The power of expertise: This is generally taken to mean specialist 
professional knowledge and particular vocational qualifications, but I am 
thinking here primarily of women in relation to their experiences and 
involvement. The best experts when it comes to the work of liberation are 
those who have experienced dependence, oppression and discrimination. And 
here we have a very particular instance of how disabling power can be 
transformed into enabling power. 


4. The power of sanctions: Generally sanctions are the power to hire and 
fire, or to strike and to lock out. For women this means, "I can be evasive, 
I can refuse, I can set limits and say no". Instead of lamenting and 


bemoaning our fate it is important that we should be clear in making 
statements and in presenting our proposals or demands. 


5. The power of recognition: The classic form of this is promotion, 
decorations, or a bigger salary. The idea behind this is that we can add to 
each other's importance or appearance. An important form of recognition is 


actually to name the names of women from whom we have learned or received 
something, and also to speak of women in language that does them justice. As 
women, we often tend also initially to see what is negative in ourselves and 
others, or to blame ourselves if something goes wrong. We would do better to 
rejoice in our strength. 


6. The power of our body: Our body is our best means of support. Our 
stance, our movements, our posture, our voice and our body can all be used to 
lend a great deal of emphasis and form to what we say. If anything it is our 
strength, too, as women, that we say what we feel and experience, rather than 
just what we know and think. Our ability to bear children and our monthly 
periods can also be the means of helping us in many matters towards new ways 
of organizing life, new thought patterns and new approaches. ... 


There are two perversions of power which can destroy us both personally and 
institutionally. One is the idolizing of power. ... The other ... is 
narcissism. Over-emphasizing one's own needs can lead to preoccupation with 
oneself exclusively. Thus one's own interests and values and needs come to 
be regarded as of greater value than those of other people, or are to be put 
on a higher level than those of others. This is the source of emotional and 


physical violence. Racism, classism, sexism and colonialism all have their 
roots here. ... — EPS 


ECUVIEW/Lois Wilson: "Women in Church Leadership" EPS 86.12.95 


Wilson, one of the seven presidents of the World Council of Churches, is an 
ordained minister of the United Church of Canada (and its former moderator), 
and director of the Ecumenical Forum of Canada. This is excerpted from an 
item in the October issue of the newsletter of the WCC Sub-Unit on Women. 


--. My title ... is The Very Rev. Dr. Often on public occasions I am not 
introduced by that title, although everyone else on the platform is introduced 
with their titles. I think it's very important for a woman to be introduced 
with the full title, particularly on ecumenical occasions, when so many 
present find it hard to believe I am ordained, let alone head of a church. 
And so I insist on that full title being used for purposes of identification 
and introduction, after which it can be dropped. If it isn't used on public 
occasions, there is no way of knowing of the position I have been given, 
because I wear no distinctive dress. ... 


Women in leadership roles trying to be faithful to the gospel imperatives need 
a support group who will recall them to gospel priorities from time to time. 
The gospel emphasizes the importance of announcing the good news to the poor, 
the blind, the prisoners, the hungry. It is so easy to be distracted from 
these priorities. 


Women in leadership roles may attempt new styles of leadership, cutting 


through outmoded practices and introducing new ways. As moderator, I 
attempted some of this. At the first executive meeting of our 90-person 
board, I insisted that members arrive without a printed agenda. The first 


day together we spent designing an agenda. And we finished the meeting three 
hours early, because members had owned the agenda and made it their "own". 
No one fell asleep or left early: It was a risk, but it worked. 


I made sure that all secretaries and support staff were full participants in 
the meeting, and not there just to do the work no one else wanted to do. 
Consequently, they worked harder and more responsibly. When delegates talked 
too long, I held up my egg timer - a kitchen tool that I use to time three 
minutes for boiling eggs. I thought three minutes was ample time to speak 
and make a point. And I was in a position to insist that the language used 
in liturgy was fully inclusive of women. Without a strong support committee 
I would have wavered in these innovations. ... 


Some of you here are pastors, and that role may afford you the opportunity to 
initiate some liturgical renewal in the_ church. Inclusive language, 
liturgical dance, around the dinner table, communion, as well as using some of 
the lullabies or fairy tales out of your culture to inform and communicate the 
gospel, may be ways you might consider. 


We women need to use female imagery of the Bible much more. In the same 
chapter as we read of the Good Shepherd, we also read that God is like a woman 
sweeping for a lost coin. I know nothing about sheep, and a lot about 


sweeping, but I've never yet seen a woman sweeping, in a stained glass 
window. The feminist hermeneutic of Scripture is very important, so that we 
bring our life experience to the interpretation of Scripture. 


For example, the category of "bigness" is not a gospel category although we 
use it all the time. We are called to be salt and leaven, and to work the 
leaven in the lump until we have a sweet-smelling loaf. Nowhere are we called 
to be the whole stew or the whole loaf - but only the salt that savours the 
stew, and leaven that transforms the dough. We women, of whom not much is 
expected, and normally have a small role, should resonate with the 
understanding that we are salt and leaven. over 


wilson/2 


And then there is the "Virgin Mary". In my view, the fact of her virginity 
has nothing to do with her sexual behaviour. The term virgin may be used in 
the same sense as we use the term "virgin forest" in English, meaning "not 
derived" from any other forest, "pristine", unique, unrepeatable. I can't 
help feeling that much of the current imagery around Mary comes from the 
sexual imagination of men. Artistically and visually, she is always presented 
as a passive, docile creature. I long for the day when an artist depicts her 
as an agile, active, alert, energetic woman such as she must have been. 


Women have denied power as it is associated with backroom deals, 
underhandedness, etc. Or we have used it in a manipulative way. I hated 
giving up manipulating men and their power since I was so good at it: But 
women are now acknowledging power in a fresh way. We are understanding power 
as relational, and essential to transformation of systems. May I suggest 
some ways in which women are recognizing the legitimacy of power: 


- Power as resistance and as saying "no". The women of Greenham Common 
resist violence. Women of the Pacific resist nuclear testing. 


- The power of memory. If we know who we are, we are able to know what 
we must do. We are reclaiming our social history, about which women 
know a great deal, and rejecting the notion of history as being simply a 
series of wars fought by men over territory and resources. We are 
learning to name our foremothers, and evoke the strength and power of 
memory. 


- Power as_ subversion. Puah and Shiprah, two midwives recorded in 
chapter one of Exodus, are the models of subversion. Ordered by Pharaoh 
to let the Hebrew baby boys die, they of course didn't do so. Called on 
to tell why so many Hebrew boys were surviving, the midwives told the 
Pharaoh a most unlikely story (which he apparently accepted). Well, they 
said, these Hebrew women just deliver their babies so fast, that we can't 
get to them in time for the delivery, so the boys live because we aren't 
there. What a wonderful way to use the power of your vocation 
(midwifery) to subvert unjust structures! 


- Power as "naming the demons". Demons can't stand to be called by 
name. They flee when exposed to the full light of day. Women are in a 
particularly strategic position to name demons. We have so little to 
lose. So women are not afraid to call national security a threat to 


peace; and not afraid to call “law and order" an excuse for oppression 
and control. Once, a bishop, who shall remain nameless, met me but never 
would look me in the eyes but only at my shoulders. Finally I said, 
"I'm not going to seduce you, so would you mind looking me in the 
eyes?" After that, he did. It helps to name the demon, and clear the 
relationships. I find few men do this, for whatever reasons. 


- Power as sharing information. We in the First World are desperately 
needing to have access to some of the information you women of the Third 
World have about our multinationals, our trade policies that affect your 
country negatively, and other connections with our country of which we 
may be unaware. We need your analysis, both economic and political, of 
what's happening between our country and yours. There is a veil of 
mystery and mystification hanging over the nations, allowing stereotypes 
to build "enemy" images between the West and the East. We need reliable 
information-sharing, in order to create solidarity networks that can 
transform Systems and reverse the present order of things. We are 
interdependent in global responsibility. ... - EPS 
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